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PREFACE, 


|0  a  very  great  number  of  respectable  and  by  no  means 
uneducated  persons,  slang  is  simply  a  collective  name 
for  vulgar  expressions,  the  most  refined  individual 
being  the  one  who  uses  it  least.  To  them  it  is  all 
that  which  in  speech  is  "  tabu,''  or  forbidden.  Others 
regard  it  as  the  jargon  of  thieves,  which  has  spread  to  costermongen 
and  street-arabs,  though  in  justice  to  the  worthy  people  first  men- 
tioned it  must  be  admitted  that  many  of  them  are  so  fortified  in 
their  ignorance  of  what  is  beneath  them,  that  they  are  unaware 
that  thieves  have  a  lingo  of  their  own. 

Others,  again,  believe  that  it  is  identical  with  the  gypsy  tongue 
or  Romany,  an  opinion  which,  in  spite  of  its  easily  demonstrated 
etymological  absurdity,  has  held  its  ground  for  more  than  a  century ; 
whilst  several  writers,  such  as  the  author  of  the  ''  Life  of  Bampfield 
(or  B&mpfylde)  Moore  Carew,"  have  published  so-called  gypsy 
vocabularies,  in  which  barely  half-a-dozen  words  of  corrupt  Roftu^qr. 
are  to  be  found.  •  "•-  •• ' 

Many,  not  without  good  excuse,  find  it  very  difficult  to  distinguish- 
between  technical  terms  not  as  yet  recognised  by  lexicographers, 
and  those  which  are,  to  all  intents  and  purpose,  firmly  established.  « 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  let  it  be  said  en  passant^  that  the  two  nations 
at  the  head  of  the  intellectual  movement,  England  and  France,  have  I 
the  most  extensive  slang  vocabulary,  the  two  being  about  on  a  par 
in  that  respect. 

Now,  the  dialect  alluded  to  above  was,  centuries  ago,  almost  the 
only  slang — and  there  are  men  so  much  behind  the  times  that  it  is 
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the  only  slang  to  them  still.  We  put  in  the  qualifying  ''almost" 
l)ecau8c  there  always  have  been  certain  conditions,  such  as  emigra- 
tion to  savage  countries,  which  have  bred  new  circumstances,  with  a 
corresponding  development  of  language.  The  Roman  legionaries  in 
the  wilds  of  Gaul  and  Germany  found  classical  Latin  as  inadequate 
for  bush  vocabulary  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  finds  classical  English  in 
the  backwoods  of  America  and  the  liackblocks  of  Australia,  and  they 
evolved  a  Low  Latin  slang  corresponding  with  such  terms  as  "  war- 
paint," "  backwoodsman,"  "  ring-barker,"  "  bushman,"and  "  throwing- 
stick."  Modem  French  has  its  elements  of  base  Latin  origin,  just 
as  the  English  lexicons  of  the  future  will  include  a  number  of 
words  forged  by  necessity  in  the  bush  and  the  backwoods->in  New 
World  mines  and  cities — and  others  which  at  the  present  time  are 
only  to  Ixj  found  in  such  dictionaries  as  the  present  one. 

But  here,  in  the  heart  as  well  as  at  the  extremities  of  "  Anglo- 
Saxony,"  new  needs  and  new  circumstances  are  being  developed 
unceasingly,  and  society  both  high  and  low,  in  every  walk  of  life, 
and  on  bypaths  of  art  and  trade,  has  of  late  years  taken  to  inventing 
new  words  and  phraj^es,  some  for  practical  wants,  others  for  amuse- 
ment, some  coarse  and  rude,  others  daintily  cut  and  polished,  deftly 
veiled — all  in  such  profusion,  that  every  one  of  the  old  definitions 
of  slang  is  now  inadequate  to  express  the  "  new  departure "  phase 
of  the  language. 

Perhaps  the  best  general  definition  at  which  one  can  arrive  is 
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.  The  vocabulary  is  based  chiefly  on  words  of  the  language  proper, 
jbicient  and  modern  (with  an  aduiixture  of  foi*eign  words),  which 
"have  become  "slang"  through  a  metaphoric  process  or  misappro- 
priation of  meaning.  Thus  "  brass,'*  "  timbers  "  and  "  pins,"  "  red 
lane,"  "  mug,"  "  canister,"  "  claret,"  « ivory,"  "  tile,"  taken  figura- 
tively, enrich  the  slang  vocabulary  by  respectively  acquiring  the 
conventional  meaning  of  "impudence,"  "legs,"  "throat,"  "face,'' 
"  head,"  "  blood,"  "  teeth,"  "  hat." 


Preface,  vii 

It  lias  been  well  said  therefore  that  slang,  in  its  general  features, 
is  hardly  more  than  an  arbitrary  interpretation  of  the  ordinary 
language.  It  does  not  suffice,  however,  that  it  should  be  merely 
conventional  or  figurative,  else  it  might  be  multiplied  oA  iT^nitum. 
But  being  to  a  great  degree  the  outcome  of  the  humour  and  wit,  ^ 
more  or  less  refined,  of  its  promoters,  it  bears  the  stamp  of 
sarcasm,  of  callousness,  and  occasionally  of  a  grim  philosophy,  as, 
for  example,  when  a  drunkard  is  called  a  "  lean  away,"  or  a  man 
^  waiting  for  a  dead  man's  shoes  ^  is  said  to  be  "  shepherding "  his 
rich  relative — when  a  clergyman  is  jestingly  called  a  "  sky-pilot "  or 
a  "  fire-escape  " — when  a  man  who  feels  beaten  says  that  he  has  been 
"  had  on  toast,"  and  will  "  give  it  best." 

Each  profession  or  trade  has  its  "  lingo,"  not  to  be  mistaken  for 
technical  phraseology.  Thus  in  cricket  "  wickets  "  is  technical,  but 
*•''  sticks "  is  slang ;  to  put  a  ^  break "  on  a  ball  the  former,  to  put  ^ 
"stuff"  on  it  the  latter.  "  Bone  shaker,"  the  old  type  of  bicycle,  is 
slang ;  but  "kangaroo,"  the  latest  improvement  on  the  spider  bicycle, 
and  which  in  shape  somewhat  resembles  the  primitive  "bone  shaker," 
belongs  to  the  technical  phraseology  of  'cycle  machinists. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  a  technical  word  comes  to  be  used  figura- 
tively in  an  humorous  and  sarcastic  sense.  Sailors  talk  slang  when 
they  say  of  a  drunken  man  that  his  "  mainbrace  is  well  spliced,"  or 
that  he  is  "  two  sheets  in  the  wind." 

Occasionally  a  class  slang  word  is  adopted  by  the  public,  and 
■wells  the  vocabulary  of  general  or  "  society  "  slang.  This  specially 
applies  to  nautical  and  sporting  phraseology.  Thus  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible for  people  who  do  not  belong  to  the  seafaring  fraternity  to 
bear  of  a  husband  having  to  "  look  out  for  squalls  "  when  he  comes 
home  "heeling  over"  from  having  dined  too  well,  even  if  he  has 
not  "  capsized "  or  been  "  thrown  upon  his  beam-ends "  in  the 
gutter.  And  many  a  person  when  asked  to  contribute  to  a  charity 
has  declared  himself  "  stumped,"  though  he  may  never  have  been 
near  a  cricket-field  since  he  left  school. 

What  one  might  call  the  classical  slang  of  thieves  is  technically 
termed  "cant."    It  has  the  appearance  of  possessing  more  quaint  ' 
and  original  features  than  the  more  modem  lingo,  the  sole  reason 
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for  wbich  is  perhaps  that  it  proceeds  from  dialects  but  little  known, 
as  for  instance  Romany,  or  from  Celtic  and  Anglo-Saxon  words  no 
longer  used  as  language-words  and  known  only  to  a  few  scholars. 
"^  Cant  possesses  but  few  original  terms  coined  in  a  direct  manner 
by  those  who  employ  the  vocabulary,  for  it  needs  greater  imaginative 
powers  than  these  light-fingered  professors  are  generally  credited 
with  to  invent  terms  that  shall  remain  and  form  part  of  a  language. 
An  illustration  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  French  argot — taken  in 
the  narrower  sense  of  malefactors'  language  and  leaving  out  altogether 
the  Parisian  slang — which  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  those  inte- 
rested in  the  matter  has  remained  very  nearly  what  it  was  in  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  components  have  been  elongated,  then  curtailed,  then  their 
syllables  have  been  interverted,  and  finally  they  have  reappeared 
xmder  their  original  form. 

Taking  as  a  starting-point  that  slang  and  cant  are  of  an  essentially 
conventional  and  consequently  metaphoric  and  figurative  nature,  it 
may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  origin  of  slang  and  cant  terms  must 
certainly  be  sought  for  in  those  old  dialect  words  which  bear  a 
resemblance  in  form  ;  not  however  in  words  which  bear  an  approxi- 
mately identical  meaning,  but  rather  in  such  as  allow  of  the  supposed 
offisprings  having  a  figurative  connection  of  sense. 

The  reader  will  probably  best  understand  what  is  meant  if  he 
will,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  suppose  the  modern  English  language 
to  have  become  a  dead  language  known  only  to  scholars.  Then  let 
him  take  the  slang  word  *'  top-lights,"  meaning  eyes.  He  is  seeking 
the  origin  of  top-lights.  If  he  were  to  find  in  the  old  language  a 
word  having  some  resemblance  in  form  and  bearing  the  identical 
meaning  of  eyes  he  would  have  to  reject  it.  But  when  he  finds  the 
Mame  word  signifying  the  uppei'  lantema  of  a  ship^  he  may  adopt  it 
without  hesitation,  because  the  metaphor  forms  a  connection  link 
and  furnishes  a  safe  clue. 

So  far  we  have  spoken  rather  as  if  slang  were  a  kind  of  outlaw 
or  Bedouin  with  every  man's  hand  against  it,  but  of  late  years 
many  judicious  and  intelligent  writers  have  recognised  that  there  is 
a  vast  number  of  words  which,  while  current,  are  still  on  probation. 
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like  emigrants  in  qi]Anntine»  awaiting  the  time  when  ihey  are  to 
be  admitted  to  the  regular  haven  of  the  Standard  Dictionary.  But 
this  increase  has  heen  so  enormous  and  so  rapid  that  no  standard 
lexicographer  could  do  it  juatioe.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  to 
keep  pace  with  modem  French  journalism  or  novels,  a  ^  Dictionnaire 
d' Argot"  is  ahsolutely  indispensable,  and  this  is  now  quite  as  much 
the  case  with  English.  And  when  we  consider  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  take  up  a  copy  of  any  of  the  leading  London  society  journals 
without  finding  very  often  in  one  single  article  a  dozen  slang 
phrases  which  have  never  yet  been  given  in  any  dictionary  what- 
ever, it  will  be  admitted  that  a  time  has  certainly  come  to  publish 
a  dictionary  upon  new  lines  in  which  every  effort  shall  be  made 
to  define  such  ex]neBsions  without  regard  to  what  the  department  is 
called  to  which  they  belong. 

To  show  what  a  need  there  is  of  such  a  work,  one  only  has  to 
reflect  that  a  vast  number  of  more  recent  American  slang  phrases 
(not  old  English  provincialisms  established  ab  initio  in  New  England, 
but  those  chiefly  of  modem  Western  manufacture)  have  never  been 
collected  and  published.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  those  which 
have  cropped  up  and  developed  themselves  in  the  English-speaking 
ccdonies,  in  the  bush  of  Australia,  or  South  Africa.  The  real 
amount  of  Romany,  Dutch,  Celtic,  and  Yiddish,  in  the  various 
slangs,  has  never  yet  been  decided  by  writers  who  had  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  these  languages,  and  Mr.  Hotten,  while  declaring  that 
to  the  gypsies  we  are  in  great  measure  indebted  for  the  cant  lan- 
guage, and  that  it  was  the  corner-stone  and  a  great  part  of  the  edifice 
of  English  slang,  was  still  so  utterly  ignorant  of  it  as  to  have 
recourse  to  a  vocabulary  of  Roumanian  gyi>»y  to  explain  the  very 
few  words  of  English  Romany  in  Im  work,  the  gteai  majority  of 
which  were  in  some  way  erroneous.  The  iireseiii  is  the  first  Slang 
Dictionary  ever  written  which  has  harl  tlie  bcnoiit  of  contributors 
who  thoroughly  understood  Celtic  dialects,  Dutch,  German,  and 
French  slan^  and  who  were  thus  enabled  to  establish  their  rela- 
tions with  English  cant,  and  one  of  these  gentlemen  is  equally 
at  home  in  Pidgin-English,  Gypsy,  and  Shelta  or  tinker's  slang, 
which  by-the-bye  is  one  of  the  three  princi])al  slangs  of  the  kingdom. 
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«iid  if  here  nuwie  known  for  Uie  fint  time  in  k  work  of  this  kind  ; 
this  being  alao  tii«  fint  SUi^  Dictionat;  to  which  the  rich  uid  raej 
■lang  of  the  fifth  continent — the  migbtj  Aoitntlian  commonwealth 
of  the  future — has  been  contributed  b^  one  long  reiident  in  the 
eonstrr  and  familiar  both  with  its  life  and  ita  literature.  Informa- 
tion has  been  gathered  at  ita  very  aource  from  all  claaus  of  aodetj, 
and  in  every  department  contribnton  have  been  emplojed  who 
were  perfectly  at  home  in  their  reepective  epecialitiM. 

We  began  our  preface  with  trying  to  define,  or  discorer,  the 
natnre  of  that  slippery  Proteua,  alang ;  after  doing  which  to  the 
beet  of  our  power,  we  proceeded  to  show  the  necesaity  for  a  dic- 
tionary such  as  the  present,  and  to  inatance  the  precantiotu 
taken  to  make  it  exhaustive.  We  might  have  added  that  the 
mqority  of  the  contributors  selected  were  men  not  only  intimate 
with  their  subject,  but  alao  of  proved  ability  in  literature.  We 
conld  hardly  conclude  without  making  some  allusion  to  the  volume 
which  was  the  forerunner  of  this,  "  Ai^t  and  Blang."  One  passage 
in  ita  preface  has  attracted  much  attention  for  its  t«rse  cnunci&tion 
of  what  is  generally  rccognia^. 

"  Slang  has  invaded  all  classes  of  society,  and  is  often  used  for 
want  of  tenns  sufficiently  strong  to  convey  the  speaker's  real  feel- 
ings. It  seems  to  be  reported  to  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  short- 
coming of  a  well-balanced  and  ])ulished  tongue  which  will  not  lend 
itMlf  to  exaggeration  and  violence  of  utterance.  Juurnalistd,  artifts, 
polittcians,  men  of  fashion,  soldiers,  even  women,  talk  argot,  some- 
times unawares."  A  curious  illustration  of  this  liiu  just  Iieen 
bronght  under  the  editor's  notice.  A  gentleman  hod  been  pub- 
liahing  for  some  years  with  the  same  firm  of  publinhei-s,  but  with 
very  varying  success.  "  I  can  never  for  the  life  of  ins,"  he  used  to 
complain,  "  tell  whether  Mr,  Pompous  meann  that  ray  new  Imok  is 
a  poor  one  or  a  bad  one.  His  letters  are  tissues  of  wntftr  mtain 
eimmMaMt*,  ire  nAowM  nof  fe^  juflijifd  in  iid\'inng  (or  not  advising), 
tit  the  pre»fnt  tlaU  of  Ihe  pvblk  UuU  it  w  impouii^  to  prtdief,  con- 
ceivably, Ac"  But  a  year  or  two  ago  a  college  friend  of  this  author 
became  a  member  of  this  firm  of  publishers.  In  due  time  another 
book  was  submitted,  and  the  answer  came  from  the  new  putoer— 
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|T  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  any  writer  that  the 
chief  reason  why  the  early  history  of  purely  English 
slang  is  obscure,  is  because  that  previous  to  a  certain 
determinate  date,  there  was  really  so  little  of  it,  that 
it  hardly  existed  at  alL  There  can  be  no  biography  of 
a  child  worth  writing  so  long  as  it  can  babble  only  a  few  words.  It 
»  probable  that  of  these  few  early  slang  words,  none  have  been  lost. 
During  the  Saxon  Early  English  and  Middle  English  periods,  there 
were  provincial  dialects,  familiar  forms  of  speech,  and  vulgarisms, 
but  whether  a  distinct  canting  tongue  was  current  in  England,  re- 
mains as  yet  to  be  established.  That  the  tinkers  or  metal-workers, 
who  roamed  all  over  Great  Britain,  were  a  peculiar  people,*  with  a 
peculiar  Celtic  language  called  Shelta,  may  be  true,  but  canting  as 
yet  did  not  exist 

No  discoveries  have  as  yet  been  made  which  cast  much  light  on 
the  process  by  which  English  canting,  or  the  language  of  the  loose 
and  dangerous  classes,  was  first  formed.  This  much  we  know,  that 
in  England,  to  a  beginning  of  antiquated  and  provincial  or  perverted 
words,  a  few  additions  were  made  of  Welsh,  Irish,  or  GaeUc,  with 
here  and  there  a  contribution  from  the  Continent  It  seems  to  be 
evident  that  this  rill  of  impure  English,  most  defiled,  was  a  very 

*  John  Bunyan,  it  may  be  remembered,  once  asked  his  father  whether  the 
tinkers  were  not  **a  peculiar  people.'*  R^arded  from  any  point  of  view, 
this  indicates  that  he  suspected  they  were  not  English.  Bunyan,  according 
to  recent  researches,  could  not  have  been  a  gypsy,  but  as  a  tinker  he  must 
have  known  SheUa^  or  the  old  tinker's  language,  and  therefore  naturally 
suspected  that  ho  belonged  to  some  kind  of  separate  race. 
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slender  one.  But  as  C.  J.  Ribton  Turner  suggests,  it  waa  the  arrival 
of  the  gypsies  in  England  about  1505,  speaking  by  themselves  a 
perfect  language,  which  stimulated  the  English  nomads  to  greatly 
improve  their  own  rude  and  scanty  jai^n.  According  to  Samuel 
Rowlande,  whose  work,  "The  Runnagate's  Race,"  appeared  in  16 10, 
one  Cock  Lorrell,  a  great  rascal,  but  evidently  a  man  of  talents, 
became,  in  1501,  the  acknowledged  head  of  all  the  strollers  in  Eng- 
land. This  person  formed  his  followers  into  a  regular  guild  or 
order,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived,  and 
observing  that  the  gypsies,  under  their  leader,  Giles  Hathor,  were  a 
powerful  and  rapidly  increasing  body,  he  proposed  to  them  a  general 
council  and  union  of  interests  and  language. 

"  After  a  time  that  these  vp-start  Lossels  had  got  vnto  a  head,  the 
two  chief  Commaunders  of  both  these  regiments  met  at  the  Diuels- 
arse-a-peak,  there  to  parle  and  intreete  of  matters  that  might  tend  to 
the  establishing  of  this  their  new  found  gouemment ;  and  first  of  all 
they  think  it  fit  to  deuise  a  certaine  kinde  of  Language,  to  the  end 
that  their  cousenings,  knaueries,  and  villainies  might  not  be  so  easily 
perceiued  and  knowne  in  places  where  they  come." 

Here  Samuel  Rowlande,  speaking  ignorantly,  says  that  this 
tongue  was  made  up  out  of  Latin,  English,  and  Dutcli,  with  a  few 
words  borrowed  from  Spanish  and  French.  To  this  day  it  is  com- 
mon enough  for  "  travellers,"  or  gypsies,  to  tell  the  ignorant  that  the 
language  which  they  speak  is  Latin,  French,  or  Dutch,  &c.  From 
the  language  itself,  as  given  by  Robert  Copland  (1535X  and  Harnian 
("  Caveat  for  Cursitors  ")  in  1 567,  it  appears  that  the  gypsies  actually 
contributed  a  certain  amount  of  Romany,  but  that  with  their 
natural  dislike  to  teach  it,  they  made  this  contribution  as  sniall  as 
possible — though  it  is  larger  than  Mr.  Turner  supposes.  He  has, 
however,  with  very  approximate  accuracy,  shown  the  various  Celtic 
origins  of  the  terms  not  reducible  to  English  or  Saxon.  Of  Latin 
he  finds  only  eight  words,  of  which  two  are  very  doubtful,  while 
two  others,  gerry  (i.e.  jerry\  excrement,  and  peck,  meat,  are  plainly 
from  the  Romany  jirr  {rectum  vel  excreme7itum\  and  pekkery  roast,  i.e., 
roast  meat.  It  is  too  far  afield  to  seek  these  common  g>p.sy  words 
in  the  Latin  gerrcBy  trifles,  and  pecusj  cattle. 

This  was  the  beginning  made  of  the  canting  or  thieves'  tongue, 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  first  meeting  of  this  Philological 
Oriental  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  language  was 
probably  not  deficient  in  a  certain  picturesque  element,  and  an  able 
artist  might  find  a  worse  subject  than  this  grand  council  of  the 
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gypBies  and  yagabonds  in  their  cavern  among  the  hills.  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  ELarman,  a  magistrate  who  was  not  only  very 
familiar  with  every  type  of  criminals,  but  who  was  the  first  who 
ever  published  a  canting  vocabulary,  declares  that  it  woi  only 
wUhin  thirty  years  previoua  to  1567  that  the  dangeroui  cla$ie$  had 
begun  to  use  a  familiar  jargon  at  all,  Mr.  Turner  says  that  this 
statement  is  littie  better  than  a  guess  at  the  truth ;  but  Harman, 
who  seems  to  have  been  an  earnest  and  honest  writer,  explicitly 
declares  that  his  statement  was  the  result  of  inquiry  among  many, 
or  to  use  his  own  words :  "  As  far  as  I  can  leame  or  understand  by 
the  examination  of  a  number  of  them,  their  language — which  they 
terme  peddelars  Frenche  or  canting — ^began  but  within  these  xxx 
yeeres  or  lyttle  above." 

What  confirms  this  statement,  if  it  does  not  actually  prove  it, 
is  the  fact  that  Harman,  though  he  evidently  laboured  hard  to 
make  a  full  vocabulary  and  had  many  facilities  for  collecting  words, 
gives  us  in  all  only  about  160,  while  those  who  came  after  him  in  the 
field  are  accused  of  only  repeating  him.  But  the  truth  probably 
is,  that  Harman  was  quite  right ;  canting  was  really  young  in  his 
time,  and  small  in  proportion  to  its  age.  Its  growth  may  be  very 
clearly  traced  in  dramatic,  comic,  or  criminal  literature  from  1535, 
as  shown  by  Robert  Copland  in  his  "Hye  Way  to  the  Spyttel 
House,"  down  to  the  present  day. 

In  old  canting  the  most  striking  element  is  the  large  proportion 
of  Celtic  words,  drawn  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain.  Turner  has 
observed  that  the  Act  5  Edward  III.  c.  14,  affords  evidence  that  the 
Welsh  gwestwr,  "  unbidden  guest,"  or  vagabond,  was  a  public  nuisance^ 
in  England  prior  to  133 1.  In  fSact  the  Welsh  and  Irish  stroller,  or 
professional  rogue  and  beggar,  was  a  common  type  represented  and 
ridiculed  in  broadsides  or  plays  till  within  a  century.^  Edicts  and 
Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  most  vigorous  punishment  and  reship- 
ment  of  "  ye  vacabones "  to  their  homes,  were  utterly  ineffectual  to 
keep  them  out  of  England.  In  the  English  "  kennick  "  or  canting 
of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  present  day,  the  greater  proportion  of 

*  A  mftjority  of  those  trayellera  and  tramps  in  £ngland,  who  are  simply 
beggars  and  thieves,  and  who  do  not  seek  for  work,  are  still  Irish.  Full 
information  on  this  subject  may  be  foun(f  in  the  "  History  of  Vagrants  and 
Vagrancy/'  by  C.  J.  Ribton  Turner ;  and  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  all 
the  criminals  of  the  towns  and  cities  put  together  do  not  injure  the  country 
at  large  so  much  as  these  creatures,  who  carry  rice  into  every  hamlet,  and 
into  the  remotest  comers  of  the  kingdom. 


xvi  A  Brief  History  of  English  Slang. 

Celtic  terms  are  apparently  not  taken  directly  from  Gaelic,  Erse, 
Welsh,  or  Manx,  but  from  a  singular  and  mysterious  language  called 
Shelta  (Celtic  ?),  or  MinJdas  Thari  (tinkers'  talk),  which  is  spoken 
by  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  provincial  tinkers  (who  claim  for 
it  great  antiquityX  as  well  as  by  many  other  vagabonds,  especially 
by  all  the  Iiish  who  are  on  the  roads.  The  very  existence  of  this 
dialect  was  completely  unknown  iintil  1867,  its  vocabulary  and 
specimens  of  the  language  being  first  published  in  "  The  Gypsies " 
(Boston,  1880).  It  has  been  ingeniouejy  conjectured  by  a  reviewer 
that  as  all  the  Celtic  tinkers  of  Great  Britain  formed,  until  the 
railroad  era,  or  about  1845,  an  extremely  close  corporation,  always 
intermarrying,  and  as  they  are  all  firmly  persuaded  that  their 
tinkerdom  and  tongue]  are  extremely  ancient,  they  may  possibly 
be  descendants  of  the  early  bronze-workers,  who  also  perambu- 
lated the  country  in  bands,  buying  up  broken  implements  and 
selling  new  ones.  This  is  at  least  certain,  that  the  tinkers  as  a  body 
were  very  clannish,  had  a  strongly-marked  character,  a  well-de- 
veloped language  of  their  own,  and  that  while  they  were  extremely 
intimate  with  the  gypsies,  often  taking  wives  from  among  them, 
and  being  sometimes  half-bloods,  they  still  always  remained 
tinklers  and  spoke  Shelta  among  themselves.  The  nature  of  this 
alliance  is  very  singular.  In  Scotland  the  tinkler  is  popularly 
identified  with  the  gypsy,  but  even  half-blood  tinklers,  such 
as  the  Macdonalds,*  who  speak  Romany,  do  not  call  themselves 
gypsies,  but  tinklers.  The  caste  deserves  this  brief  mention  since 
it  has  apparently  been  the  chief  source  through  which  Celtic  words 
/  have  come  into  English  canting — an  assertion  which  is  not  the  mere 
conjecture  of  a  philologist,  but  the  opinion  of  more  than  one  very 
intelligent  and  well-informed  vagabond.  It  is  very  remarkable  that 
though  Shelta  is  more  or  less  extensively  spoken  even  in  London, 
and  though  it  has  evidently  had  a  leading  infiucnce  in  contributing 
the  Celtic  element  to  canting,  thus  far  only  one  writer  has  ever 
published  a  line  relative  to  it.  Hotten  or  his  coUaborateurs  seem, 
in  common  with  Turner  and  all  other  writers  on  vagabonds,  never 
to  have  heard  of  its  existence.  It  will  probably  be  recognised  by 
future  analysts  of  canting  that  in  all  cases  where  a  corrupted  Celtic 
word  is  found  in  it,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  if  it  did  not 
owe  its  change  to  having  petssed  through  the  medium  of  Shelta. 

*  It  is  needless  to  say  that  gjrpdes  have  assumed  family  munes,  such  asi 
Stanley,  Lee,  kc,  and  among  others  that  of  Macdonald. 
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Though  the  gypsy  contribution  to  canting  was  not  extensive,  it 
was  much  larger  than  many  extensive  writers  on  vagabonds  have 
nipposedf  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  a  number  of  our  most  char- 
aeteristic  slang  words,  such  as  row,  shindy,  tool  (in  driving),  mash 
(i.e^  to  fascinate),  pal,  chivvy,  and  especially  the  arch-term  slang 
itself,  are  all  Romany.  It  is  not  remarkable  that  Cock  Lorrell 
recognised  in  the  gypsies  "a  race  with  a  back-bone,"  and  one 
from  whom  something  could  be  learned.  Their  blood  "  had  rolled 
throng^  scoundrels  ever  since  the  flood,"  and'  from  the  begin- 
ning they  had  spoken  not  a  mere  slang,  but  a  really  beautiful  and 
perfect  language  resembling  Hindustani  or  Urdu,  but  which  was 
much  older.  The  constituents  of  this  tongue  are  Hindi  and  Per- 
sian— ^the  former  greatly  predominating — with  an  admixture  of 
other  Indo- Aryan  dialects^  ^  It  was  iirst  suggested  in  *' English 
Gypsies  and  their  Language "  that  the  true  origin  of  the  Bom  or 
gypsy  was  to  be  found  among  the  Dom,  a  very  low  caste  in  India, 
whidi  sprung  from  the  Domar,  a  mountain  tribe  of  shepherd- 
robbers  ;  and  recent  researches  by  Mr.  Grierson  among  the  Bihari 
Dom  have  gone  far  to  confirm  the  conjecture.  Its  author  also 
discovered  that  there  exists  to-day  in  India  a  wandering  tribe 
known  as  TrablASy  who  call  themselves  Rom,  and  who  are  in  all 
respects  identical  with  the  Syrian  and  Eiu^pean  gypsies.  About 
the  tenth  century,  owing  to  political  convulsions,  there  were  in 
India  a  great  number  of  outcasts  of  different  kinds.  Among 
these  the  J6Uy  a  fierce  and  warlike  tribe,  crushed  by  Mahometan 
power,  seemed  to  have  coalesced  with  the  Doms  or  Rom,  the 
•emi-Persian  Luri  or  Nuri  (originally  Indian),  and  others,  and 
to  have  migrated  westward.  Miklosich,  in  a  very  learned  work, 
has,  by  analysing  the  language  as  it  now  exists,  pointed  out 
the  Greek,  Slavonian,  and  other  words  which  they  picked  up  eti 
nuie.  It  was  about  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  that  a 
band  of  about  300  of  these  wanderers  first  appeared  in  Germany, 
whmce  they  in  a  few  years  spread  themselves  over  Europe,  so  that 
within  a  decade  many  thousands  of  them  penetrated  to  every  comer 
of  the  Continent  They  were  evidently  led  by  men  of  great  ability. 
They  represented  themselves  as  pilgrims,  who,  because  they  had 
become  renegades  from  Christianity,  had  been  ordered  by  the  King 
of  Hungary  as  a  penance  to  wander  for  fifty  years  as  pilgrims. 
They  had  previously  by  telling  the  same  story,  but  adapted  to  the 
faith  of  Mahomet,  got  a  foothold  in  Egypt.  They  thus  obtained 
official  license  to  make  themselves  at  home  in  every  country,  except 

h 


xviii  A  Brief  History  of  English  Skmg. 

m 

in  England,  yet  went  there  all  the  same.  Andrew  Borde,  the 
eccentric  physician,  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  was 
the  first  person  who  made  (in  1 542)  a  vocahulary  of  their  language, 
which  he  did  under  the  impression  that  it  was  "  Egyptian "  or  the 
current  tongue  of  Egypt  Bonaventura  Yulcanius,  in  1 597,  in  his 
curious  book  **  De  Literis  et  Lingua  Qetarum,''  also  gave  specimens  of 
Romany  as  "  Nubian."  The  first  European  writer  who  discovered 
that  Romany  was  really  of  Hindu  origin,  was  J.  C.  Rudiger,  and 
this  he  announced  in  a  book  entitled  "  Neuester  Zuwachs  dcr  Sprach- 
kunde,"  Halle  1782.  He  was  followed  by  Grellmann,  whose  work 
was  much  more  copious.  It  was  translated  into  English  at  the  ban- 
ning of  this  century,  and  passed  through  three  editions.  George 
Borrow,  in  his  novels  of  "  Lavengro  "  and  "  The  Romany  Rye,"  pub- 
lished about  1845,  and  in  "The  Gypsies  in  Spain,"  first  told  the  pub- 
lic much  about  this  subject,  and  his  influence  was  very  great  both 
in  England  and  on  the  Continent  in  awakening  an  interest  in  it. 
Among  more  recent  writers,  Br.  Bath  C.  Smart,  Francis  Groorae, 
and  the  writer,  have  been  the  principal  collectors  of  Anglo-Romany 
lore.  Borrow,  who  knew  the  gypsies  so  well,  was  far  from  being 
perfect  in  their  language,  as  he  declared  positively  that  there  are 
only  I2cx>  words  in  the  English  dialect ;  more  recent  researches 
have  more  than  doubled  the  number. 

The  next  element  of  importance  which  enters  into  English  slang 
of  the  middle  type,  subsequent  to  old  cant,  is  Dutch.  Of  this  there 
are  two  separate  sourcea  In  England,  from  the  time  of  William 
of  Orange  until  that  of  George  II.,  there  was  a  constant  influx 
of  Nederduyt^,  while  in  America,  the  State  of  New  York,  while 
subject  to  Holland,  contributed  an  equally  large  proportion  of  quaint 
expressions,  and  of  these  in  time  there  was  great  interchange  lietween 
the  old  country  and  the  new.  To  detect  many  of  these,  one  must 
go  much  deeper  into  Dutch  than  the  standai-d  dictionaries,  and 
descend  to  Teirlinck's  and  other  collections  of  thieves'  sl»"i?»  or  dig 
into  such  old  works  as  those  of  Sewel,  in  which  the  vulgar  and  anti- 
quated words  "  to  be  avoided  "  are  indicated  by  signs.  As  Enpjlish 
and  Dutch  belong  to  the  same  stock,  it  naturally  results  that  numbers 
of  our  prpvincial  or  obsolete  terms  are  the  same  or  nearly  the  same 
in  both  ;  in  such  cases  we  have  generally  placed  them  together.  An 
examination  of  the  work  cannot  fail  to  convince  anv  one  that  our 
indebtedness  to  this  source  is  much  greater  than  has  ever  been  sup- 
posed. But  as  these  derivations  are  often  as  doubtful  as  they  are 
numerous  and  plausible,  the  editor,  with  the  example  of  Bellenden 
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Kerr  *  before  him,  would  beg  the  reader  to  observe  that  in  thia  work 
no  ancient  or  foreign  words  are  advanced  as  positively  establishing 
the  etymology  of  any  slang  expression,  but  are  simply  adduced  as 
indicating  pombU  relations.  The  day  has  gone  by  when  it  sufficed 
to  show  something  like  a  resemblance  in  sound  and  meaning  between 
a  dozen  Choctaw  and  as  many  Hebrew  words,  to  prove  positively 
that  the  Red  Indians  are  Jews.  But  "wild  guess-work"  is  still 
current  even  in  very  learned  works,  and  though  "  in  a  pioneer  way  " 
it  is  useful  in  affording  hints  to  true  philologists,  it  should  never 
claim  to  be  more  than  mere  conjecture. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  many  Italian  words  found 
their  way  not  only  into  English  literature  but  also  into  slang,  and 
additions  have  occasionally  been  made  since  then  from  the  same 
source.  Thus  fogle^  a  handkerchief,  is  beyond  question  the  Italian 
foglieiy  a  leaf,  also  slang  for  a  silk  handkerchief  (Florentine  foUd\ 
and  not  the  German  vogd,  a  bird,  as  Hotten  declares.  The  number 
of  these  derivations  is  much  larger  tlian  has  ever  been  supposed, 
and  much  of  the  mine  is  still  unworked. 

Old  canting  retained  its  character  until  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
when  a  great  deal  of  general  slang  began  to  be  current,  which  was 
not  connected  in  any  way  with  the  jargon  of  the  dangerous  classes. 
Bite,  macaroni,  and  quiz  were  slang,  but  not  cant ;  they  originated 
in  or  were  first  made  popular  by  fashionable  people.  Following  the 
Spanish  Quevedo,  and  other  writers  of  the  ioida  tunantesca,  or  "  tag- 
rag-and-bobtail  school,"  as  models,  not  only  the  dramatists,  but 
authors  like  Sir  Roger  L'Estrange  and  Defoe  used  directly,  or  put 
into  the  mouths  of  their  heroes,  a  familiar,  free  and  easy,  offhand 
style,  which  was  anything  but  conventional,  or  as  many  may  think, 
correct.  Pedantic  writers  also  continued  for  more  than  a  century 
to  deliberately  manufacture  in  great  quantity,  from  Latin,  words 
of  the  kind  used  by  the  unfortunate  Limousin  student  who  was 
beaten  by  Gargantua.  An  "about-town"  dialect  was  developed 
by  "  bloods "  and  wits,  in  which  Dutch,  Italian,  and  French  began 
to  appear  more  fre<]uently  than  of  yore.  Gypsy  and  old  canting 
temis  rose  now  and  then  from  the  depths,  or  dregs,  and  remained 
on  the  surface.  It  was  during  this  which  may  be  called  the  middle 
slang  epoch,  that  those  conventional  or  colloquial  terms  began  to  be 

*  The  author  of  an  ingenious  and  eccentric  work  in  two  volumes,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  prove  that  most  Iiuglish  proverbs,  sayin^fs,  and  nursery 
rhymes  are  all  in  old  Dutch,  and  tiave  an  esoteric  meaning,  being  really 
attacks  on  the  Church. 
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current,  which,  without  being  vulgar  or  directly  associated  with 
crime,  were,  owing  to  their  novelty,  flippancy,  or  *' fastness,''  still 
kept  in  limbo,  or  under  probation.  It  has  been  truly  enough  said 
that  the  old  slang  was  altogether  coarse  or  vulgar,  and  that  there 
was  subsequently  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  low  and  obscene 
terms  classed  with  it,  a  growth  which  went  on  vigorously  until  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  George  IV.  But  while  Butler,  Swift,  Tom 
Brown,  Grose,  and  scores  of  minor  artists  dealt  out  more  or  less 
"  dirt  or  deviltry,"  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  accretion  of  new 
phrases,  which  were  in  no  way  "immoral,"  was  really  much  greater. 

About  this  time,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century 
and  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth,  was  the  beginning  of  the  vast 
array  of  words  now  in  familiar  use,  which  are  unjustly  called  slang, 
because  that  term  forces  upon  them  associations  with  vulgarity  and 
Clime  which  they  no  more  merit  than  that  leaves  or  flowers  should 
be  identified  with  the  dirt  from  which  they  grow.  This  quarantine 
language  is  simply  the  natural  and  inevitable  result  of  a  rapid  in- 
crease in  inventions,  needs,  new  sources  of  humour,  and,  in  fact,  of 
all  social  causes.  New  names  are  in  as  great  demand  as  they  were 
of  yore,  when  heathen  were  converted  and  baptized  in  batches. 
Then  they  were  often  all  called  John  or  James  by  tlie  thousand 
"for  short,"  but  now  we  are  more  discriminating  and  analytical. 
But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  hitherto  no  writer  whatever  has  ever 
dealt  with  these  quarantined  words  or  probationers  in  the  spirit 
which  they  merit,  or  pointed  out  the  fact  that  they  fulfil  a  legitimate 
function  in  language,  or  attempted  to  collect  them  in  a  book. 

It  would  appear  to  have  been  about  a  century  ago  that  a  few 
Yiddish,  or  Hebrew-German,  words  began  to  creep  into  English 
slang.  When  we  consider  that  fully  one-half  of  the  Rothwalsch  or 
real  slang  of  Germany  is  of  this  kind  of  Hebrew,  and  also  the  great 
numbers  of  persons  who  speak  it,  it  is  remarkable  that  we  really 
have  so  little  of  it.  As  an  instance  of  the  guess-work  philology 
which  we  have  alluded  to,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  common 
Jewish  word  gonnof  (Hebrew  ganef\  a  thief,  is  accoi^ing  to  Hotten 
very  old,  in  English,  because  it  is  found  in  a  song  of  the  time  of 
Edward  VI.  as  gnoffe  I 

"  The^ountry  gnoffeB^  Hob,  Dick,  and  Will, 
With  cluhfl  and  clouted  shoon, 
Shall  fill  up  Dussyn  Dale 
With  slaughtered  bodies  soon." 

But  gnoffe,  according  to  Wright,  does  not  mean  a  thief  at  all,  but 
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a  churl  (also  an  old  nuBer).  Its  true  root  is  probably  in  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  cnwv^  cnuf^  or  cn^van  (also  cftuaVy  knave),  to  bend,  yield  to, 
CMOvjan  (genuJUdere),  If  country  boors  or  peasants  be  therefore  the 
meaning  of  gnoffesy  it  would  be  in  Yiddish  keferim.  This  remarkable 
dialect  is  now  spoken  by  some  thousands  of  persons  in  London,  and 
there  are  one  if  not  two  newspapers  published  in  it.  The  editor 
has  not  only  the  Qerman-Jewish  Chredomatie  of  Max  Griinbaum, 
and  many  books  written  in  Yiddish,  but  also  eleven  vocabularies 
of  it,  one  of  which,  a  MS.  of  about  3000  words,  is  by  far  the  most 
extensive  ever  compiled.  It  seems  not  unlikely  that  the  word 
poktTj  as  a  game  of  cards,  is  derived  from  Yiddish,  since  in  it  poek^ 
(from  pochgen)  means  a  man  who  in  play  conceals  the  state  of  his 
winnings  or  losses,  or  hides  hia  hand.  This  is  so  eminently  char- 
acteristic of  poker  that  the  resemblance  seems  to  be  something  more 
than  merely  accidental  There  have  always  been  Jevrish  card- 
players  enough  in  the  United  States  to  have  given  the  word.  The 
most  remarkable  and  desperate  game  of  poker  within  the  writer's 
knowledge  (in  which  not  only  a  fortune  but  a  life  were  risked) 
occurred  on  board  a  Mississippi  steamer,  its  hero  being  a  Jew. 

Of  late  years  many  Anglo-Indian  and  pidgin-English,  or  Anglo- 
Chinese  words,  have  become  familiar  to  the  public.  For  the  former 
our  chief  authority  has  been  the  *' Glossary  of  Anglo-Indian  Colloquial 
Words  and  Phrases,  and  of  Kindred  Terms,"  by  CoL  Henry  Yule  and 
the  late  Arthur  Coke  Bumell  (870  pp.  8vo,  London,  John  Murray, 
1886X  ^  copious  work,  as  remarkable  for  extensive  erudition  as  for 
sagacity,  common-sense,  and  genial  humour.  For  pidgin-English 
we  have  used  the  only  work  extant  on  the  subject,  viz.,  '^  Pidgin- 
English  Ballads,  with  a  Vocabulary,"  by  C.  G.  Leland  (London, 
Triibner  &  Co.,  1887).  This  remarkable  dialect,  owing  to  the  ease 
with  which  it  is  acquired,  is  now  spreading  so  rapidly  all  over  the 
East  that  Sir  Richard  Burton  thinks  that  it  may  at  no  distant  date 
become  the  lingua-franca  of  the  whole  world. 

Anything  like  a  distinct  history  of  the  development  of  English 
slang  has  hitherto  been  impossible,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  most 
of  those  who  have  put  themselves  forward  as  its  analysts  and  lexico- 
graphers. Samuel  Rowlande  told  the  world  that  gypsy  and  canting 
had  resolved  themselves  into  one  and  the  same  thing,  and  following 
his  lead,  one  authority  after  the  other,  such  as  the  author  of  the 
"Life  of  Bampfylde  Moore  Carew,"  gave  us  as  "Gypsy"  vocab.u- 
laries,  works  in  which  hardly  a  trace  of  Romany  was  to  lie  found. 
In  vain  did  Grcllniann,  Hoyland,  and  George  Borrow  explain  that 
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these  wanderers  8j)oke  an  Oriental  language — even  Mr.  Edward 
Grosse,  in  his  "  Memoir  of  Samuel  Rowlande,"  says  that  "  *  Martin 
Markall '  is  entirely  in  prose,  except  some  queer  gy^ay  songs  " — the 
"  gypsy  songs "  in  question  having  less  resemblance  to  gypey  than 
English  has  to  Spanish  or  French.  The  editor  has  before  him  a 
work  written  and  published  within  a  few  years,  called  "  The  New 
York  Slang  Dictionary,"  in  which  the  writer  tells  us  that  "  hilk  is 
a  word  in  the  gypsy  language,  from  which  most  English  slang  is 
derived  "  Qrilk  not  being  Romany  at  all),  and  assures  the  reader  that 
his  book  (which  is  simply  a  re-hash  of  Grose,  with  the  addition  of 
some  purely  modern  Americanisms)  will  enable  him  to  make  him- 
self undei-stood  in  the  slums  of  St  Petersburg,  Paris,  or  in  any 
country  in  the  world !  In  common  with  far  greater  critics  and 
scholai*s,  he  believes  that  gyx>8y  i«  a  mixture  of  all  European 
tongues  and  corrupt  English,  when,  in  fact,  it  does  not  contain  a 
single  French  word.*  Hotten  had  a  far  better  knowledge  of  the 
constituent  elements  of  slang,  unfortunately  he  had  not  even  an 
average  '^smattering"  of  the  languages  which  must  be  understood, 
and  that  into  their  very  provincialisms,  argots,  and  corruptions,  in 
order  to  solve  the  origin  of  all  the  really  difficult  problems  in  it. 
He  knew  that  the  poet,  Thomas  Moore,  made  a  great  mistake  in 
believing  that  canting  was  gypsy,  but  he  knew  nothing  whatever 
of  Romany,  and  asserts  that  it  is  mingled  up  and  confused  with 
canting,  and  is  ignorant  enough  to  declare  that  "had  the  gypsy 
tongue  been  analysed  and  committed  to  writing  three  centuries  ago, 
there  is  every  probability  tliat  many  scores  of  words  now  in  common 
use  could  be  at  once  traced  to  its  source."  This  was  the  result  of  an 
erroneous  belief  that  Mr.  Borrow  knew  everything  of  English  Romany 
that  could  be  known,  while  the  fact  is  that  by  comimrison  with 
Continental  dialects,  and  with  the  aid  of  what  Mr.  Borrow  did  not 
know,  it  is  tolerably  certain  that  the  English  gypsy  of  three  cen- 
turies ago  is  by  no  means  the  lost  language  which  he  assumed  it 
to  be. 

The  last  and  not  least  imj^irtant  element  in  English  slang  consists 
of  Americanisms.  The  original  basis  or  beginning  of  these  is  to  be 
found  in  Yankeeisms  or  words  and  phrases  peculiar  at  first  to  New 
England.     They  consisted  chiefly  of  old   English  provincialisms, 

*  George  Borrow  thicks  that  the  word  bUddika,  a  shop,  is  from  the  French 
boutique.  It  is  much  more  probably  the  Italian  boUega,  though  it  still  more 
resembles  the  Spanish  bodtja. 
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with  an  important  addition  of  Dutch  which  came  over  the  border 
from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  a  few  Canadian-French 
expressions.  For  these  the  dictionary  of  Mr.  Bartlett  is  an  invalu- 
able source  of  reference.  We  cannot  praise  too  highly  the  industry 
and  sagacity  manifested  in  that  work.  His  weak  point  lies  in  the 
fact  that  having  been  guided  by  dictionaries  such  as  that  of  Wright, 
he  too  frequently  assumes  that  a  word  which  is  marked  as  provincial 
is  not  generally  known  in  £ngland.  Hence  he  gives  as  peculiarly 
and  solely  American  words  which  have  no  special  claim  to  be  re- 
garded as  such.  In  addition  to  these  mostly  Saxon-bom  terms, 
there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  quaint  eccentric  expressions  of 
Western  and  SouUiem  growth,  which  increase  at  such  a  rate  that  one 
might  easily  compile  from  a  very  few  newspapers  an  annual  volume 
of  new  ones.  Tet  again,  English  slang  phrases  are  continually 
being  received  and  shifted  into  new  meanings  and  forms,  as  caprice 
or  need  may  dictate.  It  may  surprise  the  reader  to  learn  that  the 
works  of  Artemus  Ward,  Bret  Harte,  Mark  Twain,  and  other  standard 
humourists,  are  by  no  means  the  great  mines  of  slang  which  they 
are  popularly  supposed  to  be.  It  is  in  the  newspapers,  especially  ^ 
in  ^eir  reports,  theatrical  or  local,  and  not  infrequently  in  the 
**  editorials,"  that  the  new  raoy  and  startling  words  occur,  as  they 
are  improvised  and  picked  up.  This  dictionary  contains  a  large 
collection  of  true  and  recent  American  colloquial  or  slang  phrases, 
and  though  the  works  of  the  great  American  humourists  have  been 
carefully  searched  for  this  purpose,  it  will  be  found  that  the  majo- 
rity of  terms  given  are  from  other  sources.  The  reader  who  is 
familiar  with  Bartlett  and  other  writers  on  Americanisms,  can  judge 
for  himself  to  what  extent — or  to  what  a  slight  extent — we  are 
•*  indebted  "  to  them.  It  is  true  that  they  are  frequently  cited,  Jjut 
in  the  great  majority  of  instances  it  has  been  for  the  purpose  of 
correction,  emendation,  or  illustration  of  their  definitions. 

The  history  of  Slang  is  that  of  the  transition  of  languages  into 
new  forms,  and  from  this  point  of  view  it  may  be  assumed  that 
such  a  work  as  the  present  will  be  of  as  great  interest  to  the 
thorough  student  of  history  as  the  folk-lore  to  which  it  properly 
belongs,  or  anything  else  which  indicates  the  phases  of  culture. 
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z  (popular),  a  fonn 
used  to  indicate  a 
high  degree  of  excel- 
lence. 


The  magistrates  all  praise  my  zeal. 

And  pot  me  dourn  Ai^ 
And  burglars  when  they  hear  my  step 

Instantly  cut  and  run.  *  . 

They  KMnetimes  drop  things  in  their  flight, 

Those  things  of  coui^e  I  take ; 
To  leave  them  there  to  tempt  the  f^Oor 

Would  be  a  great  mistake. 

— Music  HeUl  Song. 

The  ezpreasioA  is  also  used  ad- 
yerbiaUj. 

My  friends  rtmark,  "  Oh,  what  U  lark 

To  B»e  the  money  fly ! " 
They  say  we're  two  young  sillies,  and 

We  don't  know  wluu  tt>  boy. 
But  you  just  leave  my  Fred  alone, 

He's  snch  a  knowing  sort, 
He  lays  the  money  out  A  x, 
■  And  this  is  what  he's  booght.> 

—Music  Hall  Song» 

She  is  ^  z  ;  in  fact  the  aye-wunnest  girl 
\msfMi. Shirley  Bro^kt:  TkcGp^itm 
KmH. 

■ 

lamAi,  I  am  ail  right,  eom- 
.   fortable. 


It  originate  frokn  i4 1,  Xfoycff, 
an  abbreviation  oomxhonly  used- 
.  in  mercantile .  circles  to  indi- 
cate the  chazBcter  of  a  .ship 
and  its  appointments.'  To  be  . 
classed   Ai   at  Ujp/^%   n^cans  ..  * 
that   the   vessel,   its  anchors,  ' ' 
sails,  tackle,  and  stoves  have 
been  examined  by  official  snr- 
yejors,   and   fomid  to   b&  in  ' 
-  good  trim,  entitling  it  to  be    ' 
•  ranked  as  first  class.    When  a 
vessel  fails  to  reach  the  highest    . 
standard,  other  marMs  afie  be-    . 
stowed. 

.  A.  I  or  No.  X  (faniim).   The  latter    . 
Is  often  inoohrectly  used,     ft     ' . 
should  be  'ill,  iv  U^e  for  the 
commander  of  gocy  nien. 

Aaron  (thieves).    The  Ao/nm-  Is     - 
the  chief  or.  captain  of  a  ga^g 
or    school-  of    thieves.     Tl^s 
Gognomfin    is    invariably'   ac-    ' 
comptmiod  with  t)ie  prefix  Tht 
^par  excellence  <Ae  first— simi^ 


«. 


f 


Aaron^^—Abccndcned^ 


lar  to  the  eldest  rejnrefleata- 
tive  of  certain  Irish  and  Scotch 

■ 

clans  or  families,  such  as  The 
O'Conor  Don,  T%«  Chisholni,  Itc 
As  Aaron  was  the  ^rst  high- 
priest,  and  the  A(vr<m9  are  the 
chiefs  of  the-  Hebrew  tribes,  it . 
is  probablj  of  Jewish  origin  in 
its  slang  application.  Aarom'Wt^ 
an  old  cant  term  for  a  cadger 
who  combined  begging  with 
acting  as  a  gxdde  to  the  sum*' 
mits  of  mountains,  chiefly  to 
evade  the  laws  against  vaga- 
bondage, no  dou1i>t  a  play  in 
its  slang  sense  on  its  Hebrew 
equivalent,  lofty. 

A-baa  (various)..  An  abaa  cove, 
a  bad  man;  an  abaa  muff,  -a 
silly  person.  Among  trade 
unionists  an  abaa  signifies  a 
non-unionist,  who  is  generally 
assailed  with  the  derisive  shout, 
'*  Baa,  baa,  black  sheep." 

Abacter  (old),  a  dishonest  drover 
or  shepherd,  one  who  connives 
at  the  stealing  of  lus  master's 
cattle.  Fxob^lplj  from  the  Latin 
abactorti,  stealers  of  cattle. 
One  of  the  tricks  of  the  ab- 
actert  of  old  Smithfield  was 
the  driving  a  bullock  into  a 
jeweller's  or  other  shop,  and 
during  the  conf  usloi^  and  excite* 
mentof  expulsion  the  abaeUr^s 
confederates,  under  the  cloak 
of  assistanbe,  would  help  them- 
selves to  any  valuables  handy. 
The  Anrnud  RegUter  for  l8i8 
records  that  one  shop  was  so 
served  three  times  in  that 
year. 


Abaddon  {<^), .  a  treacherous 
thief,  one  who  turns  informer 
against  his  fellow-xQgues.  From 
the  Hebrew  abaddon,  a  de- 
stroyer; often  confomlded  with 
the  Cockneyism  a-ia£^-*tifi»  a  bad 
one. 

The  prisoner,  Money  Moses,  better 
known  among  thkves  and  fences  as  Moset 
the  abaddon^  has  been,  to  my  knowledge, 
for  the  last  twenty  years  a  receiver  and 
dealer  id  stolen  property. — Report  qf  tht 
Trial  o/the  Great  Gold  Duti  Robbery, 

Abandaonaad  (thieves),  one  who 
risks  his  liberty  by  committing 
an  act  of  contemptible  petty 
larceny.  The  phrase  originated 
through  a  footpad  robbing  a 
woman  of  a  p^try  bandanna 
(hence  abawiannaadi)  shawl 
valued  at  ninepence,  for  which  a 
notorious  high-class,  or  '*  high- 
toby"  thief,  one  "Kiddy  Har- 
ris," was  hanged,  although  inno- 
cent of  any  connection  with  the 
robbery,  the  real  culprit  having 
soon  after  confessed  to  the 
crime.  The  poor  prosecutrix 
was  so  horrified  at  discovering 
her  mistaken  identification  that 
she  became  a  lunatic.  This 
incident  was  the  chief  cause 
of  the  passing  of  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly's  Act  for  the  abolition 
oi  capital  punishment  for  rob- 
beries on  the  highway  of  pro- 
perty under  forty  shillings 
value. 

Abandoned  habits  (society),  the 
riding  costume  of  the  "  Pretty 
Horsebrcakers"  of  "the  Lady's 
Mile,"  in  Hyde  Park. 


Abandonees — Abbreviations. 


(proTEQcial),  hopse- 
IMS  tramps,  wanderers.  (Har- 
lotry), a  ptostitnte  who  has 
tither  deserted  her  husband  or 
been  abandoned  by  him. 

Tbodkarned  mhrnndoHit  looks  down  with 
ft  Wicrous  atssmpdon  of  fupcrioiity  on 
sodi  of  her  vadatcosiaxt  cAmpaniont  as 
have  nerer  rowed  at  the  altar  **  to  obey/' 
-ff.  Dtmmgt  MiUs:  Ltft  tf  Richard 
Palmer  {Diek  Tmrpin), 

.9 

Abandoonfeot,  city  term  for  tl^ 
bankraptcy  of  a  railway  com- 
pany. 

Ahindom  (popular),  f6imdliD|^, 
alsa  spplied  to  street  prostitates. 

■ 

Abbeii,  Iwlj  (obsolete)/th6  mis- 
tress of  a  brothel,  also  a  pro-, 
cofoss. 

The  inAoia]  wretches  wKq  trsflkr  m  th£  ' 
lonk  and  bodies  of  thetf  helpless  nctims 
are  called  Za^r^MnMr.— fF^  KUd:  Loi^ 
imtmdmUiUlhmgtrs, 

The  inmates  were  called  Uye 
"nans," and sometimes-'M^^tArs  . 
of  Charity/'  The  French  alang  * 
had  formerly  the  corresponding 
expression  *'  aUtiiieut"  the  estab-. 
lishnient  being  termed  *'  ifiiajf^ 
ia  i*qfre  4  tou»^^*  the  inmates 
**wmM9t"  and  the  Ukale  associate. 
of  the  mistress  "  (^  sdcmtoiii." 

Abbey-lnbher  (nautical).  This  is 
an  old  term  of  reproach  for  idle* 
neis,  and  is  applied  only  to  the 

'  nautical  ^ii^6er.  Inthe'*Buni- 
ynge  of  Pianle's  Churoh,  IS63," 
it b thns explained :  '*Ana66ey- 
iiMfr,that  was  idle,  well-fed, 
a  long,  lewed  lither  loiterer. 


that  might  work,  and  would 
not.**— iSmylA;  iSaOor's  Wmd» 
Book, 

Abbot,  the  fancy  man  or  husband 
of  an  abbess.  -  A  crosier'd  oiM, 
or  abbot  on  the  cross,  a  man 
who  keeps  a  brothel  more  for 
the  purpose  of  robbery  and  ex- 
tortion than  that  off  prostitu- 
-.tiea. 

AbbreTiations.  One  of  the  most 
-  notable,  signs  of  the  degrada- 
tion and  deterioration  of  a  lan- 
'  gmge  is  ijiA  pojpular  habit,  in 
.  many  -other  oonntries  besides 
England,  of  abbreyiating  words 
and  reducing  them  to  their  first 
syllables,  as  if  in  a  fast  age 
the  common  multitude  had  only 
time  to  express  themselves  In 
monosyllables.  It  prevails  alike 
in  the  learned  halls  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  and  the  lowest 
slums  of  St.  Giles's  and  White- 
chapel.  Among  the  most  pro- 
minent may  be  cited  the  f  ollow- 
ingwhichj though  strictly  speak- 
ing are  not  slang,  touch  on 
it  as  not  being  the  original 
terms.  When  written  or  printed 
they  are  simply  technical  and 
conventional,  but  used  verbally  ' 
they  are  slang. 

A.D.G.,  Aide-de-Camp ;  Ad.Q., 
adjutant;  Ad  lib.,  ad  libUum; 
A.Q.H.G.,  Assistant  Quarter- 
Master-General;  bix,  business; 
C.  in  C,  Commander-in-Chief; 
G.  -  0. ,  Commanding  -  Officer  ; 
CW*.  •*  Criterion  "  (restaurant) ; 
D.AQ.M.G.,  Deputy -Assistant 
Quarter  -  Master  -  General ;    Bx- 


•  Abbreviations — Ab^aii 


.,  university  .  os  Gompeti«> 
tive  examination-;  Chai.,  gen- 
tleman ;  tke  Hi^,  High  Street, 
Oxford;  I.G.«  Inspector-Gene- 
ral ;  Jooki.,  joQkeys.;*  J.P., 
Justice  of  the  Peace ;  MsbL, 
memorandnm'  or'memher; 
Mods^  moderations  (nniverdty) ; 
N.G.O.,  Non  -  Commissioned 
Officer;  Nem.  Con.,  nemint  mm- 
iradicen  te;  O.  G. ,  Old  Gheltoidan 
(Cheltenham  CoU^e) ;  0]^,  Ox- 
ford music-hall^  PUT.,  Payflion 
music-hall;  Photo,  photogxi^h 
Pops.,  popular  -concerts ;  P.B. 
-  the  prize  ring ;  Pab.,  or  pibUc 
public-house ;  "  Png.j  pugilist 
Q.O.,  Queen's  Qounsel ;  Q.M.G. 
Quarter- Master-Qeneral ;  Bad. 
radical;  Bep.*  t^presentative 
Boy.,  sovereign^  Spdc.,  ^p^^'^^^ 
tion;  Specs., spectacles;  8.XJ.0. 
Senior  Under  -  Office  (R.M 
Academy) ;  Tec,  detective 
Tol  or  tol  lol,  tolerable ;  Tram, 
tram-car;  ■  T3rpo.,  typographer 
or  printer ;  Varsity,  university 
Vet.,  veterinary  surgeon ;  Vice 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Cab  and  but,  which  were  ori- 
ginally slang,  have  by  dint  of 
usage  succeeded  in  establishing 
themselves  in  the  language. 
In  the  novels  of  Charles  Dickens 
they  had  already  acquired  a 
certain  archaic  flavour. 

Abdar  (Anglo-Indian),  a  teeto- 
taller. In  Hindostanee  abdar 
signifies  a  water-carrier. 

AbdeU  (Anglo-Indian),  a  hypo- 
crite, a  canting  preacher,  a 
fastidious  or  false  zealot. 


Abtrdeen  cutlets  (popular),  cured 
or.  dried  haddocks,  or  "had- 
diee,"  as  the  Scotch  term  them. 


n 


Abiding^  (vagrants),  "mj  abiding, 
generally  refers  to  a  temporary 
resting  or  hiding  place,  secure 
from  capture.  .i6M£in^-by,  hid- 
ing within  calL 

Abel  had  no  friends,  and  as  he  was  not 
considered  to  have  an  adid/ftg^-plsuXf  his 
hting  missed  from  one  spot  only  led  to  the 
cOnclu^on  that  he  had  gone  to  another. — 
Afrt.  Crowe :  Lilly  Dawson. 

Abigail  (society),  a  lady's  maid. 
More  properly  one  of  an  ill 
temper,  or  tyrannical  to  her  mis- 
tress. 

Tyrrill,  Km  entering  his  apartment,  found 
that  it  was  hot  lighted,  nor  were  the  oH- 
gaihoi  Mrs.  Dods  quite  so  alert  as  a  waiter 
at  Longs'.— JTiV  Walter  Scott :  St.  Ronan's 
IVeU. 

Old  English  writers  first  em- 
ployed it  as  a  cant  word  for  a 
termagant  woman,  and  after- 
wards for  a  female  bigamist. 
It  seems  probable  that  having 
originally  received  its  present 
signification  from  Abigail,  who 
called  herself  the  handmaiden 
of  David,  the  word  became 
synonymous  for  a  lady's  maid, 
in  the  same  way  that  Job 
and  Samson  came  to  be  ap- 
plied respectively  to  a  model 
of  patience  and  to  a  man  of 
herculean  strength.  It  was 
used  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher 
as  the  name  of  a  handmaiden  in 
their  comedy  of  the  "  Scornful 
Lady,"  and  must  have  been  fur- 
ther popularised  by  the  maiden 


Abigail — Abnormity. 


name  AbigaU  UUl  of  Mrs.  Ma- 
sbam,  waiting- woman  to  Queen 
Anne.  It  appears  to  have  been 
adopted  by  many  anthors. 

Whereas  they  peUtioo  to  be  freed  firoia 
any  obligation  to  mairy  the  chambcr-auud, 
we  can  by  no  means  assent  to  it;  the 
Abigail,  by  immemorial  custom,  being  a 
deodaad,  and  belooginR  to  holy  Charch. 
-Xe/fy  to  LadUs'  and  BacJulors'  Ptti- 
t'mty  1694. 

By  coadi  to  the  king's  pLiy-hous«,  and 
there  saw  '*The  Scornful  Lady"  well 
acted ;  Doll  Common  doing  Abigail  most 
excellently. — Pe^t*  Diary. 

There  are  many  other  in- 
stances of  the  name»  of.  ohar- 
actcrs  of  comedies  or  novels 
hairing  been  adopted  to  denote  a  • 
whole  class  of  individuals.  Thus, 
an  inn-keeper  is  caUed  Boni- 
face, from  Farquhar's*  "Beaux' 
Stratagem."  A  Bob  Acres,  from 
Sheridan's  "The  Rivals,"  is  sy- 
nonymous with  a  coward.  The 
French  apply  to  a  swindle  . 
the  name  of  Robert  Macaire, 
immortalised  by  Fr^^o  Le-' 
maltre  in  his  impersonation  of 
the  character  in  the  melo- 
drama "TAubcrge  des  Adrets** 
—Robert  Macaire,  by  the  bye, 
was  the  name  of  a  notorious 
.  bandit.  One  of  the  creations 
of  Balzac,  in  his  "Com^e 
Humaine,"  Tlllustre  Gaudis- 
sard,  has  provided  an  epithet 
for  a  commercial  traveller ;  and 
the  French  use  il&i^at^  with  the 
same  signification  as  on  this 
side  of  the  Channel. 

On  vit  paraltrc  noe  snperbe  berline, 
fanM  angbuse,  \  quatre  chevaux,  re* 
■anpabk  sortont   par  detuc   iths  joUes 


abigallst  qui  ^tafent  juch6es  sur  le  si^ge 
du  cocher. — BnUat-Savarin :  Pkysiaicgit 
du  C\rtU. 

Dr.  0.  Mackay,  alluding  to  the 
generally  accepted  derivajLion  of 
the  word,  says,  "  This  supposi- 
tion may,  or  may  not  be  correct ; 
but  it  is*  curious  to  remark  that 
in  the  ancient  Breton  and  Gaelic 
hmguage,  ahhoffail  stgnifles  flip- 
pant, waspish,  and  snappish, 
which  wonl  is  derived  from 
abhag,  a  terrier,  a  snarling  dog.'* 

Abisha^  (thieves),  the  illegitimate 

<;hlld  of  a  mother  who  has  been 

seduced  by  a  niarried  mazL    In 

.  Hebrew  it  means  the  mother's 

crrer. 

Walpole  wtote— "  I  love  David  too  well 
not  to  be  jealous  of  an  ^3f>A4||' eight  yean 
o\d:'^L€igk  HMMfs  JmdicaUr. 

Able  -  whackets  (nautical),  a 
popular  sea-game  with  cards, 
wherein  the  loser  Is  beaten  over 
the  palms  of  the  hands  with 
a  handkerchief  tightly  twisted 
like  a  rope.  It  is  very  popular 
among  sailors.  Frenoh  soldiers 
have  a  similar  game,  at  least 
as  regards  the  penalty,  termed 
"/otttro."— Videifewr^re'i  Argoi 
and  Slang. 

Abnormity  (vulgarism),  "  a  bleed- 
ing ahnomiihyt*'  an  opprobrious 
epithet  applied  to 'the  treache- 
rous and  deceitful ;  a  person  of 
crooked  ways,  an  informer,  a 
deformed  or  humpbacked  per- 
son. Ahnorrndk  was  formerly 
used  in  a  similar  sensa 


Abob — Ahave. 


Abob  (Winchatter),  a  large  white 
jog  oontaining  about  a  gallon  ia 
•    measure. 

■ 

Abounding  (Avierioan),   ap^Aied 
•tQ  a  i)eraon  nnmistakablx  pro-* 
minent  at  a  pforty'or  a  pnUic 
meeting. 

Wh«n  we  are  told  of  a  profeHed  wh 
more  than  usually  aS&atndii^'aX  iw  even- 
tiig  party,  theft  is  no  temptatimi  to  reoruH 
our-  dictionaries  -from  the  English  Bianu-  ^ 
fcctured  in  the  United  States.— iSMMtMif 
Stamdard, 

About  East  (American).  A  term 
used  bj  men  coming  from  the 
.New  E]^land,'i.e.,  the  eastern 
and  purely  Tieuikee  States,  to 
signify  anything  that  meet9 
with  approval  Such  thitagsor 
people  are  said  to  he  about 
Matt,  J.  Russell  Lowell  in  his 
"Letters*'  weU  illustrates  this 
coUoquialism  of  men  who  re- 
gard everything  dona  in  their 
native  states  as  right,  and  whose 
'  eyes  are  often  turned  to  the  old 
home  amidst  the  roug)iing  and 
struggle  of  the  wilder  West.  • 

There  was  not  a  Yankee  when  Horace 
Maim  ngretted  we  had  not  the  French 
word  s*9rietiUr  in  ous  speech,  "-whose 
prohlem  has  not  Always  been  to  find  out 
what  is  about  East,  The  ehthusiastic 
•(dloogh  quaintly  exaggerated)  love  borne 
the  East  by  its  sons  is,  perhaps,  most 
strikingly  illustrated  in  Major  Jack  Dow- 
lung's  oft-repeated.  phrase,  *  I'd  go  Bait 
of  st^nrise  any  day  to  see  sich  a  place.'  '* 

Abont  rig^ht  (vulgarism).  To  do 
a  thing  iibwil  right  is  to  do  it 
thoroughly. 

Abont  the  size  of  it  (American). 
An    expresden    indicating    an 


avenge,  or  estimate,  or  ex- 
pression of  value,  or  an  equiva- 
lent, in  a  very  wide  sense. 

**  Do  3^00  think  that  on  the  «4iole  oar 
i^hebc  would  marry  Seth?" 
'  *'  W<dl~I  gltfi»  that  on  the  whole  that's 
ai^mi  thi  stag  of  it.  She  don't  know 
her  own*  mind  yet,  bat  she  will  when  she 
comes  to  take  the  measure  on't." — Amtri- 
tmnSiaryr. 

When  Eagle  Davis  died, 
I  was  sittitt*  by  his  side, 
.  Twas  in  Bostooi  Massachua^ts,  and  he  . 
Said  to  me,  "  Old  boy ! 

This  climate  as  you  see — 
XsiCtjust  tk*  siu  for  me ; 
Dead  or  livin',  take  me  back  if  you  can 
to  Ellanoy." 

—A  Bailad:  In  tki  Wrong  Box. 

"  Do  yon  take  this  woman,  whose  hand 
'  you're  a-sqneesin',  to  be  your  lawful  wife, 
in  flush  times  an'  skimp  ?  " 

*' I. reckon  that's  aSout  tJU  siu  of  it, 
squire." — Chicago  Ltdgtr. 

Abore  one's  bend  (American), 
beyond  one's  capacity. 

It  would  be  above  my  hend  to  attempt 
telfing  you  all  we  saw  among  the  Red> 
skins.-r-/  T.  Coopor:  Tko  Oak  Oponings. 

In  the  South  the  phrase  to  sig- 
nify the  same  idea  is  "above 
iny  huckle-berry,"  or  **  a  huckle- 
berry above  my  persimmon." 
Btvd  in  this  sense  is  probably 
derived  from  the  Anglo-Saiton 
henid^  signifying  a  bond  or  any- 
thing that  binds — a  contract. 

For  ich  am  comen  hider  to<day, 
For  to  saven  hem,  yive  y  may, 
And  bring  hem  out  of  htndi. 
— Anns  and  Amiloun^  1.  1033. 

"Above  my  ftend"  is  "more 
than  I  am  bound  or  held  to  do  *' 
— a  Saxon  idiom. 


Above — AbrahafH. 


Above  par,  below  per  (popular). 

'  To  be  oioM  or  ftelovjMN' signifies 
that  the  person  using  the  ez- 
prassion  is  in  better  or  worse 

■  health  than  osnal  ItisderlTed 
torn  the  oemmercial  tertt  which 
refers  to  the  price  of  stock,  in 
that  case  the  meaning  being 
^•aTBn^'-  or  "leveL"  J6om 
.  peraignifiesalso  tolerably  drunk; 
possessed  of  monej  beycmd  one's , 
actual  expense. 


(medical), .  applied 

'-  to  an  J  senseless  gibberish  or 

'extravagant    notion.     Organic 

r  eroletion  has  been  stated  to  be ' 

the  new  abracadabra  of  science. 

The  French  use  the  epfthet 

■  lAraeadahrantt    which    is    best 

rendered    by    "stunning*'    or 

"flabbergasting.**     Abraeadahra 

was  a  cabalistic  word  in  the 

Middle  Ages.    It  was  written' 

in  successive  lines  in  the  form  . 

ef  an  inverted  triangle*,  each 

line  bebig  shorter  by  a  letter 

than  the  one  above,  till  the  last 

letter  A  formed  the  apex  of  a 

triangle  at  the  bottom.    It  was 

said  to  have  magical  power,  and 

.  when   hung  around'  the  neok 

'H  was  supposed  to  aot  as  a 

oharm    against    ague.      It    is 

thought  to  be  derived  froni  the 

Hebrew  ab^  father,  niodk,  spirit, 

end  4citer,  word,   jkccording  to 

this  derivation  it  represents  the 

Tiiiiity. 

Abciluun  (popular),  a  oheap  and 
'  tiashy  slop  shop. 

JUxtlyun't  belaein  or  hempen 
eliidr  (pvovinoial),  ezeoation  by 


hanging.  ■  So  named  from  the 
hemp  tree,  a  kind  of  willow, 
that  is  called  Abraham's  balm 
by  botanists.     By  the  gypsies 

'  it  is  called  Father's  balm,  and 
it  is  used  by  them  as  a  pre- 
servative of  chastity.  There  is 
a  peculiar  stone  in  the  marshy 
districts  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land Called  Ahraham'i  stone ;  a 

.  piece  of  this  stone  is  worn  by 

the  lower  classes  round  their 

-  necks  as  a  charm  against  ague, 

thus  following  the  tradition  that 

Abraham  wore  a  precious,  stone 

.  round  bis  neck  to  preserve  him 
from  disease;  when  Abrfduun 
died,  God  plaoed  this  stone  in 
ibe  sun.  , 

Abnhain  co?e  (thieves),  a  mean, 
beggarly,  .despised  thief,  or 
zither  sneak.  Decker  writes 
hi  1608  that  "  The  Abraham  cave 
ia  a  lustie  strong  rogue  who 
walketh  with  a  slade  about  his 
gnarrons"  (a  sheet  about  his 
body).  The  Hen.  Justice  Matsel, 
of  New  York,  in  the  Rogue's 
Lexicon,  registers'  Abraham  cove 
'^  a  naked  or  poor  man ;  a  beg- 
gar in  ragtf"  (Grove). 

Ahraham  c^raine  (thieves),  a  pnbr 
lican  who  brews  his  own  beer. 

Abmham-auui  or  Abram-nuin 

(anoient  cant),  a  naked  vaga- 
bond, a  lame  or  sick  beggar,  a 
bagging. impostor.  The  Abra- 
ham ward  in  Bedlam  had  cer- 
tain inmates  who  were  allowed 
to  go  begging  on  behalf  of 
the  hospitid,  and  were  called 
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Abraham.  .  . 


Abrahaih-xnen^  the  td^  bein^ 

appUed  eitibseqiieiitly  to  lalhie  dt 

sick  beggars',  or  {hose  sliamnihig 

distress.     The  beggidg  iittpos-  *' 

tdrs  designated' as  AbrsoMpen 
.  were   well  known  in  the  siz<**.' 

teonthr  centnrT,  and  ar^-  ipeh- 

tloned  in  the  "  Ftatemitfe  of 

Vagabondes,^*  1575.   '*AiiAbm- 

ham-man  is  /)ne*  thai  walketh  ^ 
'bare-armed  and  bare-legged*  and  . 

fayneth  to  bexna^i  calling*  hitn-;  , 

self  Poor  Tom.".  Abraliai^tmen, 

inStephem^s  "Bsaays-andOhar- 

ac)^rs,<*  1615,  are  designated  lis 

fugfltiye  rftga^nffim,^  {Xretend-    .whpn.cven  the'z>ai(/iV«Kx«wtth4^wsit8 

ing  to  be  orippleft  or  impotent .  •^*PP°"Jf^,'^  TraWeu-Sqiiamihipos- 

°  ^'^  "^  r  tors. — 7!fe  Glade. 


A  "  Jadas-oolom^' beard,"  a 
word  of -Bimilac. import,,  was  so 
callad  4)ecaiise  Judas  i^Cariot 
"was  tradiljionally  supposed  to 
have  had  -A  red  beard,  and  wak 

*  00  represented  by  eariy  Italian  > 
I)ainterd.    Bat  Jbhe' epithet  of  an 
Abraham  -.'Coloured   beard    re- 
maiii^  as'yet  withonji*  any  eoc- 
iplanation  or  justification:  '  To' 
**  sham  Abrfiham"  was  to  feigp* 

■  sickness  or  ^Hstress,  and  the  C^rqi 

*  is  os^  to  the  present  day. 

•■'''', 
Thb  "Sham  AbrahajIc**. Agitation. 

— iMaktefs  must  have  •ome  to  a  pretty  p«3A 


*  soldiers.-  Hacinantha^di^Kinbe? 
ihem:—  *  .  ••      * 

These;  AhtiMam-mm  be  those  thatlayne  •* 
themselves  to  Aane Jbtcne nladf  tmahtmt 
.  beeoe  ke'pt'eythet  in  ^Betbelem  or  loiite 
.other'  pryson  a  good  t^e,  and  not  .one  ' 
amongst  twenty  that  cuer  came  in  pryson. 
for  any  soch  <!atise;  yet  wyll  they  ^je 
'  howie  pitiQUsly  and  most  eftivaroely  they 
haue  beene  h^en  and  dealt  with  alL  .  •  .* 
These  begge  txnaaty. ^Caveat  prU^artn- 

iMi^/orCofifm<m  Cursetors,   .     *  « 

• 

The  old  BngUsh  dramatists, 
use  Abraham  as  a  Cant  word  Tor. 
\  nakedness,  in  which  sense  it  is 
still  common  among  tramjp^tV^o 
say  of  a  naked  person,  *'  He  wa^ 
dreascd  in  Abraham's  suit,  a  suit^i 
,of  everlasting  flesh  colour." 

A  tawny  bea^d  was  tejrmecl 
an  "  Abraham-OQlotaxed  l)eaM," 
probably  in  accordance  withthe 
directions  for  representing  all 
the  persons  in  Scripture  as  gjlven 
in  the  *' Byzantine  Painters' 
Guide,"  the  "Book  of  Bally- 
moti,"  ftc.  ^' all  of  tiiese  the 
beards  are  specially  described. 


A'  poptuax  "fioiig  of  the  Jlast 
oenUtfy»  >irhen  forgery  of  bank 
notes  f 01  .one  pound  was  a  com-, 
mon  crime,  and  when  the  luing- 

-  ihg  of  the  detected  CTinuna^  was 

-  quite  as  frequent,  ha^  preserved 
'    fo}r  posterity  the  name  of  Abra- 

h£bn  Newland,  the  then  cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  who 
X    gigned  all  the' notes  in  circula- 
tion.:— 

Sham  Abraham  you  may, 

But  yoii  mufctnot  sham  Abraham  Newland.. 
•      .  '      ■      •■  » 

Sailotp  use  the  term  to  de- 
note an  idle  fellow  who  wants 
.  to  be  prit  on  the  sick  list  so  as 
.  to  shirk  duty.  Workmen  also 
nse  it,  with  the  meaning  *'to 
pretend  to.  be  \11,"  in  order  to 
g0t'  off  "Work. 

Abraham  suit,  on  the,  .any  kind 
of  dodge  or  deceit  designed  to 
■  etcite  sympathy,  used  by  beg- 
ging-lctt^  impostors. 


Abraham — Abskize, 


Abcaham  wofk  (popular),  ill-paid 
trumpery  work;  trading  shams; 
showy  BwindloB* 

Abraham's  wUlltaff  (rfaymitig 
.    dao^),  a  shilling. 

*  • 

.  Alx^ayns  (American).    Bsirilett 

*    spells  this  cormptioii  of  ^  abori- 

gfaieB^'^as  Abeigoinv  orAtoxogiais. 

•  L  ha«e  often  besnl  Ab^r^ftgrnet  jased 
mj^  fior  atxmgnies,  cqiKcially  by  Virgin* 
laBS,  bat  nrrer  Ahfbganl^  #bflrgois%— 

C.  G,  Ulmmd,  •    '       .'       ♦. . 

.'■•..*     •• 
•  •  .• 

Abridg:ai)eiits  (old),  knee  breeches, 

'  small-cioihes.     '    ,  * 

•         « 

¥nud%  (piMuctog  a  piur  oAilnalUclotlfBi 
vl^  Toke  «»umnesV-''  )^9ar  osster  h  • 
sTtn  beggar,**  &C. 

T9ke^"  1  •cctpt  the  airl4gm4HtSt  bat 
j(Ai've  fotgDtten  to  Mne  the.  podiBts."—  ' 
,<  X/Mta^  4fMMrf. .. 

'         .  ■       ■  .  " 

.  Abroad  (Winehester),  a  boy  is 
'    aid  to   be-  abroad  when  hia 
name  is  taken  oft"  CbntineAt 
Roll"  or  Sick  list,  and  he  i^ . 
'  tains' to  school  duties. 

4 

'  '  ■  1 

'  Abcoaded  (society),  a  noble .  de? 
Suiter  on  the  Continent  to ' 
ajTOid  oreditocsr .  It  is -the  po&oe 
.  dBcials'  dang  for  oqnviote  seat 
^  to  a  colonial*  or  p^nal  settle- 
meat,  but  applied  by  thieves  in 
this^  ooaatry,  and  fprmerly  in 
the  oolonieft,  to  imprisonment 

merely. 

►      ■  ■  • 

'  AB.&     First -clasa  sailors  are 
zated  as.  A.B.d.,  "  aUe-bodied  ' 
MOmen."  '  Sometimes   faceti- 
oasly  transhbted  as  *'a  bottle- 
wcker," 


The  Albatross 

Is  the  captain  and  boss, 

The  sea«gull  queers 

Are  the  offi<ceers ; 
And  the  Carey  chickens,  as  I  guess. 
Is  every  one  an  A.B.S. 

—From  a  MS,  efSea  Ballads, 

Aba.  (Winohester),  abbreviation 
for  absent  To  get  aU.  is  to  get 
away.  ' 

Al»cotclialater(thieves),  one  wMo 
is  hiding  away  from  the  police. 
From  the  American  a5<(2tial«itote, 
to  run  a\vay. 

Absence  (Eton).    This  wordin  the 
slang. of  the  boys  is*  meant  to 
*  convey  jost  the  opposite  mean- 
ing. '  It  signifies  also  roll-calL 

Absent  withont  leave  (thieves), 
'  broken,  out  of  gaol ;  escaped 
from  the  police.  (Common),  not  t 
fofthcoming  when  wanted  for 
some  crime,  debt,  or  difficulty ; 
absconded.  . 

Mr.  Roupell,  the  member  for  Ldmbeth, 
was  reportadtf^cnc/  without  Uavt. — Mom- 
inf^  Star:  Parliamentary  Summary* 

At  no  former  period  on  the  expiration 
of  the  racing  season  were  there  so  many 
speculatbrs  absent  witkaut  leave, — ^^cri' 
ht^Life. 

a 

Abait  (university),  a  permit  to  be 
absent  from  coU^^,  hall,  or 
chapel  for  the  day. 

.  Abskize,  absthlze  (American). 
In  a  sketch  of  Western  life 
'  published  in  1833,  in  a  Phila- 
delphia newspaper,  this  word 
occurs  as  meaning  to  depart  or 
go  away.    It  would  seem  to  be 
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Absquatulate — Abusive. 


I. 


derived  ftDm  the  Dutch  aftehey' 
den  ;  German  abickei^fin,  to  leave 
or  depart. 

Atysquatulate  (American) /to  dis- 
appear, to  run  away,  tb  abscond. 

.  The  reverse  of  to  **  squat,"  from  * 
ah  and  tquat,  originally  settlers* 
slang  for  abandonihg  a  location 
"when  fearing  an  unwelcoAie 
visitation,  and  settling  on  a 
more  remote  spot. 

You'd  thank  me  to  ahs^uatulaU^  as 
the  Yankees  toy.  .  .  .  Well,  I  will  in  a 
moni^—Rhoda  Bnmgki^ :  Cotmgih  up 
us  a  Flofvtr. 

m 

Bartlett  calls  this  "a  factitious 
vulgarism."  It  was  in  usonearlj 
td^  yeara-ago.    At  fbat  time 

-    running  away  with  mOney  })y 

'  *bank  presidents,  &c.,  became 
very  common  in  consequence  of 
financial  panics  Or  collapses^ 
and  it  was  tbe  fashion  to  cofn 
words  from  the 'names  of  the 
delinquents,  as  *' to  Swartwput " 
or  "  to  Schjrleris^,"  ^c.  When 
■we  reflect  that  these  are  many 

'  'Yankee  and  Western  men  ac- 
customed to  spelling  bees,  and 

.    perhi^s  more  familiar  wij^h. the' 
.  d^eult^ords  of  the  diciionailry 
than  are  man/  scholars,  it>  does . 
not  appear  remaj^ble'  that  we  - 
find  in  Ameripan  sla^g  a  nam- 
ber   of  words  which  )ytv6  a 
leamed''length  and  X^tin  ^otmd. 
To!  my  half^educsfted.  m&n  wlt^ 
a''  fi&ncy   for   eitravagant  ex- 
jpression,    and   ;  familiar    wfth 
•*  abseond,"  **-to  squattle  away^"  , 

.    and  '/perambulate,"   obtquaiH'' 

.  iaU  would  readily  suggest  itstlf 

in  an  effort  to  recall  one  or  the 


other.  Once  uttered  and  heard, 
it  would  become  popular.  To 
d^berately  invent  a  new  word, 
without    some   foregoing    sug- 

*  gestion  or  .basis,  and  g^t  it 
adopted,  is  one  of  the  rarest 
events  in  the  world,  even  in 

*  America,  where  men  are  coq- 
tinually  attempting  it. 

Th&  various  slang  synonyms 
•re  '*  t6  skedaddle,  to  cut  ope's 
looky,  to  sling  one's  hook,  to 
misile,  to  bolt,  to  out  and  run, 
to  slip  one's  cable,  to  step  it,  to 
le^  it^  to  tip  the  double,  to  am- 

-  putate  ob^*8  mahogany,  tdcoake 
or  t6  take  tracks,  1k>  hook  if,  to 
•lope,-  to  .slip  it^  to  paddle,  to 
evat>orate,  to  vamoose'  to  tip, 
your  Tags  a  gallop,  to  walk 
one's  chalks,  to  pike,  to  hop  the 
twig,  to  turn  it  up,  to  out  the 
cable  and"  run  before  the  wind," 

'  an'd  in  the  lingo  of  the  light- 

•  fingered  and  sure-footed  gentry, 
**.<to  make  beef,  to  guy,  to  speel." 

^  -r-Biunrh't:  Argot  and  Slang, 

Abusive    drill,   adjutant's    drilL 

The    adjutant,    being    respon- 

'sible'for  the  drill  of   a  regi- 

\  ment,  has  constant  parades  for 

'  -instruction    and    practice,    at 

;  which    he    may    occasionally 

-use   strong   language.      He   is 

.    especiiQ]^  concerned  with  the 

development    of   recruits,    the 

*  perfecting  of  awkward  squads, 

•  and  of  careless  of  inattentive 
soldiers  sent  back  to  drill  as 
a     punishment.     .A     salutary 

,  change  has  no  doubt  come  over 
the  army,  which  was  once  pro- 
verbial for  cursing  and  swear- 


'  I 
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Abusive — AcadeiH)t* 
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iog.  Bven  the  highest  ranks 
were  addicted  to  it,  as  witness 
the  old  sajJBg,  '*  How  we  swore 
in  FUnders,**  and  the  story  in 
Greville's  Memoirs  of  the  Dakd 
of  Wellington  and  Lord  Anglesea 
at  Waterloo..  When  the  latter 
was  wounded,  he  cried,  '*  I've 
lostmyleg.byG— dl"  "Have 
you,  by  G — d !  **  replied  the 
Doke  Bnt  language  of  cor- 
rection and  reproof  is  still  likely 
to  be  strong,  and  may  at  times 
become  **  abnsive  "  when  issuing 
from  a  much  aggravated  ad- 
jutant's moul;^  A  story  is  told 
of  the  last  Lord  Cardigan 
which  illnstrates  the  style  of  a 
military  officer  of  a  compara- 
tively  modem  school .  His  lord- 
ship was  being  driven  to  the 
covert-side  in  a  postchaise, 
and  the  postillion  lost  his  way. 
•  Lord  Cardigan,  furions  at  being 
madf  late  for  the  meet,  threw 
down  the  glass  of  the  chaise 
and  cried,  "  I  may  be  right  or 
I  may  be  wrong,  or  I  may  not 
be  the  proper  person  to  say  so, 

bnt  yon're  a son  of , 

and  if  I  could  get  near  you,  I*d 
twist  your neck  off." 

Academies,  cantiog,  thelow  lodg- 
ings or  pubHo-houses  for  cad- 
gers and  tramps,  lurkcors,  or  the 
houses  of  call  or  country  lodg- 

•  ing-houses  for  beggars  and  im- 
postors who  solicit  alms  by  a 
written  petition  or  forged  sol- 
dier's or  sailor's  discharge^ 

Aaufomy  (obeoleto),  an  organisa- 
tioo  of  thieves;  a  rendesrons 


,  for  practising  the  flash  art 
''dodge;"  a  goal;  a  brothel. 
Termed  also  *'  flash-drum,' 
<*  nanny  -  shop,'*  "buttocking 
shop,"  and  in  police-court  re« 
ports,  "disorderly  honse."  Esta- 
blishments where  "  good  beds  " 
are  provided  for  couples  are 
termed  "houses  of  accommoda- 
tion," which  correspond  to  the 
French  "maiiont  de  pane,"  A 
chronicler  of  old  London  relates 
that  Sir  William  WsJworth,  the 
city  fishmonger,  who  asstosi- 
nated  Wat  Tyler,  possessed  a 
number,  of  academiu  or  low 
brothels  in  Southwark,  which 
Wat  Tyler  had  levelled  with  the 
ground.  "  Hence,"  says  the  old 
writer,  "  private  feeling  and  re- 
venge may  have  prompted  Wal- 
worth's activity  to  slaj:  Tyler." 
Peter  Pindar  writes  that  "  ac9- 

'  demy  is  ^  euphemistic  expres- 
sion for  a  house  that  harbours 
courtezans;"  A  "-finishing  oea- 
cfemy"  is  a  private  brothel, 
where  a  staff  of  young  (not 
common)  prostitutes  are  kept  on 
llire.  So  called  from  its  being 
the  last  gradation  of  private 
prostitution  before  going  on  the 
public  streets.  The  girls  who 
chiefly  resort  to  these  brothels 
are  work  girls  who  v}sit  on  the 
sly :  they  are  not  driven  by  want 
or  d^ertion,  but  go  from  wil- 
fulness; to  use  their  own  words, 
they  "work"  honestly  fpr  a  liv- 
ing, but  do  the  naughty  for  their 
•lothes."  A  "character  000- 
demy"  a  rendezvous  for  cha- 
racterlesa  qhopyien,  fpotmen, 
barmen,  and  others,  whereat 
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Academy — According  to. 


•  • 


•* 


false  charaoters  are  concocted, 
and  other  plans  are  matured  for 
robbing  employers  These  places 
are  chiefly  alehouses  kept  by 
discarded  servants ;  as  the  sob- 
scriptions  are  enforced  monthly 
oh  ^ose  in  place,  the  funds  are 
▼ery  large,  and  each  academy 
keeps  a  staff  of  well-educated 
teachers  who  are  well  expc- 
rienocd  in  all  the  craft  of  trade, 
and  well-appointed  agencies  are 
kept  up  in  all  the  manufacturing 
towns,  acting  as  references,  and 
to  give  good  written  characters. 
A  ''gammoning  academy**  is  a 
^reformatory  for  juvenile  cri- 
minals. 

Acceleration  (vagrants).  *'  He 
died  of  acceleratkm"  he  died  of 
starvation. 

« 

Accelerators,  the  union  relieving 
officers,  from  their  frequent  re- 
fusal to  give  food  to  the  dying 
outcast,  whose  miserable  career 

■  of  want  often  ends  in  death. 
In  such  cases  the  jury  invari- 

'  ably  accompany  their  verdict  of 

*  natural  deatl^  with  the  rider, 
*  •  M  Acpelerated  through  the  want 
'•  of.  the  common  necessaries  of 
life.**     ■ 

*  Accommodated    (thieves),    son- 
tenped  to  a  term  of  imprison- 
••  fnent. 

,  For  practUing  on>  the  flat,  I  was  appre- 

Yktti^ipA  and  was  laccommadated  with  a 

.    mooUs's  boarti  and  lodging  at  the  expense 

■  of  the  nation. — Mayhfw :  l^cndon  Labour 

AccoaimodB^don    honies    (com- 
.  men),'  brothels.    Their  female 


frequenters  are  termed  "  Ladies 
of  aoeommodeUing  morale  "  being 
a  trifle  more  genteel  than  their 
sirters,  the  street  prostitutes. 

Aoconmodation  shops  (city). 
The  officers  of  certain  "Fin- 
ance Joint  Stock  Companies*' 
who  practise  the  <iecommodaUan 
ewindU  .on  "Lloyd's  Bonds," 
Debentures,  Preference,  and  all 
other  shares. 

Accommodators  (thieves), 
chiefly  ex-police  constables  who 
negotiate  a  compounding  of 
felonies  and  other  crimes  by 
bribing  witnesses  and  prose- 
cutors. 

According  to  Cocker  (common), 
proper,  according  to  rule,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  authority. 
This  phrase  refers  to  a  famous 
writing-master 'of  the  name  of 
Cocker,  who  in  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  composed  and  pub- 
lished an  elaborate  Treatise  on 
Arithmetic 

This  work  cbmmences  with  a 
"Proveiia,"  or  Preface,  which 
ends  thus :  '*  All  the  Problems 
and     Propositions     are     well 
weighed,  pertinent,  tnd  clear, 
and  not  one  of  them  taken  on 
trust    throughout    the    tract; 
therefore  nOw 
• 
Zoiltts  and  Momus  lie  yoa  down  and 
die, 

•For  these  inventions  your  whole  force 
defy." 

•  > 

Professor  De  Morgan  writes 
that  the  phrase  as  a  popular 


• 

■  ,  » .   • 
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Baying  originated  in  1756,  and 
was  taken  np  bj  the  people 
from  Mmphj'B  play  of  "The 
Apprentice,"  inwhidi  the  strong 
point  of  the  old  merohant  Win- 
gate  is  his  extreme  reyerenoe 
for  Coeher  and  his  Arithmetic, 
In  America,  a  similar  confir- 
mation phrase  is  in  common 
use,  except  that  the  name  of*. 
GunUr  is  snbstitated  for  that  of 
Oodbtr,  Gonter  was  a  famoua 
arithmetician,  and  no  donbt 
the  American^  phrase  is  thd 
oldeSk  The  olid  laws  of  Rhode 
Island  ^y,  "All  casks  shall  be 
ganged  by  the  role  commonly 
known  as  'gauging  by  OunUr.*  ** 
"  Mr.  K.,  a  respected  citisen  of 
Detroit,  has  published  a  letter 
entirely  exonerating  General 
Cass  from  the  charge  of  haying 
defrauded  his  association  in  the 
land'  specnlatioBS.  He  is  posi- 
tive that  all  Was  done  aeearding 
U>  OhnUer,**  Atcording  to  John 
None  is  the  standard  of  appeal 
ainong  sailors.  John  Norio 
compiled  a  very 'popular  work 
entitled,  *'The  Navigator's 
Standard  Manual."  Among 
schoolboys  aeotrding  to  Walking' 
htme  is  the  confirmation  of  a 
Qile.      • 

According  to  the  revised  sta- 
tutes (American).  An^fa^^ 
^hat  is  legal,  or  properly 
anthorised  or  established.  'A^ 
expressiite  first  nsed  in  this 
general  or  hamorous  sense  by 
a  lawyer  of  New  ^ork  nafkied 
Halstead,  in  VaaUtf  P<^k  ^^ 
•1860, 


Aocomit  (nautical).  Going  upon 
aeeoufU  is  a  phrase  for  buc- 
caneering. • 

(Sporting),  to  account  totf  re- 
fers to  one's  personal  share  in 
killing. 

The  persecuted   animals   (rats)  bolted 
above  ground ;  the  terrier  accounted  for    • 
one,  the  keeper  for  another. — T/uickifuy  : 
Vtmity  Fair. 

Accounts  (common).    To  cast  up 
accounts  is   to  vomit,  and   in' 
thieves'  lingo  it  signifies  to  be- 
come evidence  against  (me^  accom- 
plice. 

AccnmnlatiTes  (American).  At 
times  an  editor  in  the  United  ' 
States  will  make  a  remark  or  a . 
joke,  then  another  wiU.  cite  it 
and  add  &  remark. or  a  parody 
of  it,  which  will  again  be  com^ 
mented  on  by  a  third:.  Thus 
one  says  :t-    •    '  ■    / 

"William,  familiarly  tno^  as  '  BDl' 
Sticker,  was  indict  la^  week  in  Liead-  ^ 
ville  for  passing  counterfeit  OKUMy.    Thift  ■ 
is  according  to  law,  for  he  who  runs  may 
read  in  any  street,  ^  Bill  Stickers  will  be 
prosecuted.' " 

To  which  a  rival  adds : 

"  We  say  amen  to  that.    We  were  stiidc  , 

yesterday  ourself  with  a  bad  bill." 

i 

And  a  third  exol^Ams : 

"  Suppose  3atm'  Jones  sbould  put  a  boiHe 
into  Bill  Sticker,  who  W0i0d  be  thd  Bfl|. 
Sticker  in  that  case?    Let  us  reflect  P  * 

We  have  seen  ap  many  a»  * 
,    twenty  And  more  ol  these  ac- 
cumulative paragraphs  of  this .. 
kind '/  goin^  the  rounds  **  of  the 
oountrypresfc 


•  ••  .  * 
»'   . 


.  ■ 


•    •       •••'.•■   '•  ./. 
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Accuniulator — Acres. 


Accnmakitor  (noiiig),  a  perBon 

who  bac](s  one  hone,  and  then 

if  11  wins  results  (sometiines'  in- 

'  eluding  original  stakes)  goes  on 

to  seme  other  horse. 

• 

Ace  of  spades  (old  dang),  a 
widow,  alluding  to  the  hue  of 
t^e  card.  This  slang  word  is 
given  In  the  ".Lexicon  Bala- 
tronfcum,"  London  1811. 

• 

Ack  (Christ's  Hospital).    In  the 
slang  of  Bine, Coat  boys  this 
.  word  is  expressive  of  denial  or 
.   refusal.  • 

Ack  met)  or  ack  pitmtes  (nautioal), 
fresh  water  thieves.  Probablj 
from  a  corruption  *  of  "ark," 
meaning  boat,  aa  the  term 
, "  ark  ruffs  "  has  a  like  significav. 
tlon.  Aek^  however,  seems  to 
haVe,  some  connection  wit^  the 

-'  bid  t£rm  aher  (apparently  fr9m 
the  Anglo-Saxon  egor,  the  flow- 
•ing  of  the  sea),  wj^ch  is  still 
applied  on  the  Xtent  to  a  kind 
of  eddying  twirl  which  oceurs 
On  the  river  when  it  is  flooded. 
In  the  dialect  of  Craven,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Thomas  Wright 
(Dictionary  of  Obsolete  and 
Provincial  Snglish),  a  ripple  on 
the  surface  of  the*  water  is- 
termed  an  mcker, 

Ackliowledg^ethe  ^om,  to  (Ame- 
rican).   To  admit  that  one  has 
'.   been  got  the  better  of,  or  is 
•    .outdone. 

t 

It  i»  said  that  an  Illinois  hoosier  once 
cao^e  xt>  New  Orleans  with  two  boats,  oni 
lotded  with  corn,  the  other  with  potatoes, 
lie  Tell  ain9ng  gaqsblers,  was  made  dniftk, 


"anted  off"  or  loak  both  his  ixmts. 
ptiri^K*the  night  theve  came  a  atorm  and 
th«  boat  fall  .'of  cdm  was  sunk.  In  the 
jnofning  the  gamblers  came  to  clffan  their 
stakes.  The*Jbodeite  with  gr^  firmness 
relHied,  ".Gentlemen,  I  a<|pioVIedge  the 
com,  but  the  potatoes  yon  sbau't  have 
—by  thunder  L"—^iw#/s^  Nnus^m^er. 
{Given  m^rt  fully  in  BmrtUtfs  Die- 
tionmry.) 

m 

Ax^ock  (popular),  knooked  over, 
defeated;  suddenly  surprised, 
atftounded. 

H^  made  a  rusk  at  me- and  Mnt  me 
■nd  my  barrow  all  n^tck, — Tkomet  Police 
Rtpcrtt  May  95,  1867. 

(     Also,  cocked  up. 

Th<  «,«U.gn,  it>rit  on  tb.  c»wn  of 
our  ptricrtfnium  and  the  thin  grey  tail- 
mc0ck  httdad.'^JitcrttatiPHS  of  Christo^k^r 
North. 

Acora  (old  cant),  the  gallows  tree. 

The  ocom  is  planted  for  thee;  my  bonny 
ho^^jyUson's  Tales  of  the  Border. 

AcqaisitiYe   <^Lmcrioan),    bootyi 

phmder. 

•  ■   .        . 

The  officers  surprised  them  packing 
up  the  acquisittxH.—Tke  Mem,  in  Pot- 
jetsiont  by  Lemon  Ride  .*  Sunday  Timet. 

*  '    An  aequisUit^   cove,   a    man 
^ven  to  picking  and  stealing. 


(American),  a  coined' 
-    word  to   signify   the  landlord 
Interest. 

Thertntroduction  of  a  plutocracy  amongst 
the.arisCpcracy  and  the  acreocracy^  though 
it  has  tended  somewhat  to  vulgarise  our 
social  institutions,  has  not  been  without  its 
good  effect.  —  HtJUetger's  .  IllustraUd 
Mei4[aMitu  (X878X 

Acrfcs  (theatrical),  a  coward,  from 
tU^  pusillanimous  Bob  Aeru  in 
Sheridan's  play. 


•<• 


Acns — Adam. 
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In  IielaBd  "a  regnlkr  oerfi 
meant  a  prof  eoied  duellitt. 
From  '*th6  fifteen  ueft$,"  for- 
merij  a  field  famous  for  daels 
in  DuUin.  In  India,  4^^  Farm, 
near  Galoatta,  is  used  for  duels, 
benoe  "  a  regular  aere*s  man." 


k»ts  (American).  "  In  the 
most  expeditious  manner"  (as 
regards  time),  or  (as  regards  dis- 
tance) **hy  the  shortest  cut." 
**  He  maj  be  said  to  have  at- 
tained place  and  power  mtom 
Ui$"  f.e.,  with  great  rapidity. 
This  phrase  comes  down  to  us 
from  the  old  settlers'  days,  when 
the  shortest  road  then,  as  indeed 
now,  was  acrou  loU,  and  not  by 
the  main  road. 

Yon  would  cot  across  tJkthtVkii  a  ttrcdc 
of  lightning  if  you  had  a  chance— CA«r> 
tMUSkcicMeSf  L  35. 

And  in  the  "  Biglow  Papers," 
Mr.  J.  Russell  Lowell  says : — 


<t 


'To  all  the  mot'  across  ht  ways  of 
pitadun'  an'  conrertin'.' 


■• 


Acting  dickej  (naval),  an  officer 
acting  as  lieutenant  although 
not  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty. 
(Legal),  a  derk  or  agent  ousting 
in  the  name  of  a  lawyer  on  the 
BoiUs.  The  practice  of  acting 
diekeif  is  generally  resorted  to 
in  questionable  {nroceedings. 

Action  tAmerican),  quick  Fork, 
an  immediate  result.  Western 
card  playing,'  &a,  slang. 

"  That's  mxf  kind,"  sap  old  Sam ; ''  yoa 
Cat  Sc/Mw  there  at  every  turn.  No  wait* 
i«g*i9r  any  Earned  cirds  to  turn  op."— 
•^.  Fnmcis  ;  SmddU  atid  Moumsim. ' 


Actionise,  to  (legal),  to  cite  before 
a  legal  tribunaL 

Act  of  Parliament  (dd),  small 
beer.  A  military  term  referring 
to  the  fact  that  publicans  were 
by  Act  of  Parliament  compelled 
to  supply  billeted  soldiers  with 
five  pints  daily  gratis.  There 
ii  a  story  current  among  the 
Chelsea  veterans  that  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  saw  a  soldier 
warming  his  weak  regulation 
beer.  His  Grace  said,  '*Damn 
the  belly  that  won't  warm  A$t 
of  PttrliamefU"  The  soldier  re- 
plied, **  Damn  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  won't  warm  the  belly." 


»» 


Actual  (American),  **  the  actual, 
money. 

At  for  happiness  in  this  world  without 
the  rhino,  th'e  chink,  or  the  actual,  you 
might  as  sooo  think  of  winning  a  woman's 
affections  in  a  raffle.— Z^^w'x  Sermons. 

Ad.,  adver.  (printer's),  abbrevia- 
tions for  advertisement. 

*'  I  want  this  advrr.  where  it  won't 
show,"  said  a  lawyer,  as  he  entered  the 
office  of  a  newspaper.  "It's  got  to  be 
published  to  comply  with  the  law,  but  it 
pertains  to  a  divorce  case,  and  we  don't 
want  any  more  publicity  than  we  can  help. 
Let  me  see;  your  paper  is  Democratic, 
isn't  it?" 

The  editor  replied  that  it  was. 

*'  Then  run  this  a/,  in  under  the  church 
notices.  It  will  never  be  seen  there  by 
,your  subscribers,"  sud  the  lawyer. — Atmc' 
ricam  Newspapsr. 

Adam  (popular),  master-man,  fore- 
*'  man,  or  superintendent ;  termed 


also  "gaffer 
show." 


»> 


or  "  boss  of  the 


I6 


Adam — Admiral. 
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Adam's  ale  (old),  water  as  a 
beverage.  It  is  sapposed  that 
this  was  the  onl j  drink  of  our 
first  parent,  and  that  before 
Noah  planted  the  vine  aU  were 
perforce  teetotalers. 

Your  claret's  too  hot,  •irrah  drawer,  go 

bring 
A  cup  of  cold  Adam  from  the  next 

purling  spring. 

—T,  BrvwH :  Works, 

Another  old  term  for  the 
beverage  which  ''does  not  in- 
toxicate but  does  not  cheer," 
is  "fish  broth."  The  French 
argot  has  the  contemptnous 
epithets  "  ratafia  de  grenooilles," 
and  "vase,"  sometimes  varied 
to  "vasinette." 

Adam  Tiler  (old  cant),  a  pick- 
pocket's confederate,  who  re- 
ceives the  stolen  article,  and 
runs  off  with  it.  Origin  un'< 
known,  but  supposed  to  have 
been  the  name  of  one  notorious 
for  his  skill  at  this  kind  of  thing. 
It  is  possibly  from  the  German 
Tkeiler,  one  who  shares,  a  con- 
federate. 

Added  to  the  list  (racing),  is  said 
of  a  horse  which  has  been  cas- 
trated. A  like  operation  per- 
formed on  S  man  is  termed  in 
French  slang  "  Ab^lardiser," 
from  the  barbaroui  treatment 
of  Ab^lard  by  Chancing  Fulbert. 
When  a  horse  lias  been-  imper- 
fectly castrated  he  is  called  a 
"ng. 

Addition,  division,  and— silence! 

(American).  •'  1?his  phrase  origi- 
.  nated  in  Philadelphia.    *     ,.. 


Addle-cove  (popular),  a  foolisl^ 
man,    same    as     addle-pate.* 
"LitersUj,  a  rank  sucker." — 
N.Y,  Slamg DkL 

Addled-egs^  (common),  a  canard, 
an  egg  from  the  fabuloas  siare'f 
neff. 

Addle-headed,  (common),  with 
little  brains,  or  empty-headed; 
from  Anglo-Saxon  adda^  mud. 

Addle-pate  (common),  one  whose 
brain  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween the  objects  which  are 
outside  it  and  the  imaginations 
within. 

Addle  •  pot  (common),  a  spoil- 
sport ;  a  mar-all. 

■ 

Adept  (thieves),  a  pickpocket,  a 
conjuror. 

An  adept  roust  be  one  of  an  audacious 
spirit  with  a  nimble  conveyance  and  a 
vocabulary  of  cabalbtic  phrases  to  astonish 
the  beholder.  —  Tkt  Merry  dnn^motty 
or  Delights  for  tke  IngeniouSt  by  Richard 
Neve  (/«K^4fr),  1 721. 

(Old  cant),  an  alchemist. 

Adjutant's  gigf  (military),  the  bar- 
rack roller,  which  is  drawn,  pre- 
sumably under  the  adjutant's 
orders,  by  the  defaulters — the 
men  ^  under  punishment — who 
are  the  slaves,  the  hewers  of 
wood*  and  drawers  of  watet  for 
.  officers,  comrades,  and  the  bar- 
*     rack;s  generally. 

4* 

Admiral  (naval),  the  ship  which 
carries  the  admiraU  Formerly 
all'^hips  were  called  odiaira/f. 

Our  tall  admirals  that  visit  every  sea.— 
Cornelius  a  Dowd. 


.  .  •■ 
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i  the  Bine  (old  slang), 
•house  keeper,  so  called, 
oie,  because  publicans 
DOfltomed  to  wear  bine 
Properly  an  Admiral 
Im  ifl  one  of  the  third 
the  navy,  and  holds  the 
A  engagement. 

F  the  narrow  seas  (nan- 
oe  who  from  drunken- 
lita  into  the  lap  of  his 
oompanion. 

€the  Red  (common),  a 
rhoee  mbj  coontenance 
lequivocal  signs  of  his 
t  for  the  bottle.  Pro- 
dmind  of  the  JUd  is  an 
of  the  second  class,  and 
te  centre  in  an  engage- 

^ards  the  word  admired 
its  literal  sense,  it  may 
esting  to  remark  that 
•d  seems  to  have  been 
«d  into  Europe  by  the 
or  Venetians  in  the 
or  thirteenth  century, 
e  Arabic  Amir-al-bahr, 
eder  of  the  sea,  the  termi- 
'ord  having  been  omitted 
r). 

of  tiie  red,  white,  and 

ralar),  street  and  square 

office  and  club  door- 


r  tiie  white  (popular),  a 
ced  person,  a  coward; 
I  in  a  faint. 

I  (American),  character- 
Sew  England,  and  used 


in  many  strange  ways,  e^,,  **  I 
admire  to  look  at  pictures." 
Admire  is  often  used  for  liking, 
predilection,  or  taste.  "I  do 
admire  peaches  and  cream." 
"  Don't  you  admire  pumpkin- 
pie  with  ginger  in  it?"  corre- 
sponds to  the  prosaic  use  of 
adorer,  to  worship:  "j'adore 
Ics  pommes  de  terre  f rites." 

Adobe  (American),  a  house  made 
of  dried  day  in  adobei  or  large 
clay  blocks.  ''To  the  old 
adobe"  is  the  death-cry  of  the 
vigilante  of  San  Francisco  when 
a  criminal  is  tried  by  lynch  law 
and  condemned  to  death ;  the 
old  adobe  being  the  slang  title 
of  the  custom-house  where  the 
execution  of  malefactors  takes 
place.  Adobe  signifies  a  sun- 
baked brick,  from  the  Spanish. 

At  Los  Angelot,  county  California,  the 
skilled  silk  workers  are  comforubly  housed 
in  atiafie  coiXaigth.— United  Staiet  Corrts- 
pendente  Standard ^  May  1869. 

Adoi,  adoy  (gypsy),  there.  *' Adai 
se  miri  dye  I " — "  There  is  my 
mother  I " 

Adonee  (old  cant),  the  Deity.  Evi- 
dently Yiddish,  from  Adonai, 
Lord.  Martin  Luther  uses  the 
word  as  a  cant  term  among 
beggars  for  God. 
A  tramps'  toast  says : — 

"  May  the  good  Ad4m4t 
Soften  the  strong ; 
Lighten  our  loads 
And  level  our  roads.'* 

Adopted  (American)  signifies  a 
naturalised  citizen.     President 

B 


\ 


i8 


Adopted — AduUamitcs. 


Lincoln  propoeed  to  Congress 
that  the  word  adopUd  sboiild  be 
Btnck  from  all  public  docu- 
ments, so  as  to  place  foreign 
citizens  and  nattve-boin  citizens 
on  an  equality. 

Adopter,  a  sconndrel  who  pre- 
tends to  be  desirous  of  mdopting 
a  child,  out  of  philanthropic 
motives,  on  the  payment  of  a 
certain  sum,  and  either  gets  rid 
of  it  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
or  leaves  it  to  die  of  starvation 
and  neglect. 

There  can  be  no  doabt  that  if  the  history 
of  every  one  of  the  ten  thousand  of  the 
young  human  pariahs  that  haunt  London 
Btreets  could  be  inquired  into,  it  would  be 
found  that  no  insignificant  percentage  of 
the  whole  were  diildren  abandoned  and 
left  to  their  £ate  by  mock  adopten  such 
as  F.  IL,— James  Grumn^od:  Tht  Seven 
Curset  0/ London, 

The  initials  refer  to  the  sub- 
Joined  advertisement,  which  is 
g^ven  here  as  a  specimen  of  the 
mode  of  proceeding  of  adopters. 

Adoption,— A  person  wishing  a  Usting 
and  comfortable  home  for  a  3^ung  child 
of  either  sex  will  find  this  a  good  oppor> 
tunity.  Advertisers,  having  no  children 
of  their  own,  are  about  to  proceed  to 
America.  Premium,  fifteen  pounds.  Re> 
q>ectable  references  given  and  required. 
Address,  F.  X. 

Adoptioa  (Low)  ''doption,"  an 
adopted  child.  In  baby  farm- 
ing, "  to  be  mounted  for  lopping 
the  *  doption,* "  is  to  be  placed 
in  the  criminal  dock  for  causing 
the  death  of  an  adopted  child. 

Adown  in  the  viol  (thieves),  a  hue 
and  cry  against  a  detected  cul- 


prit. Adown,  although  now  con- 
sidered vulgar,  was  formerly 
used  by  our  best  writers  in 
place  of  down ;  viol  refers  to  the 
noise  of  the  old-fashioned  in- 
strument when  played  by  street 
musicians,  which  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  its  offspring  the 
violin. 

Ad  portaa  (Winchester),  a  Latin 
speech  delivered  by  the  Senior 
College  Prefect  to  the  War- 
den of  New  College,  and  the 
"  Posers  "  (see  this  word),  &c., 
under  the  middle  gate  when 
they  come  down  at  election  to 
examine  for  Winchester  and 
New  College  scholarships  and 
exhibitions. 

Adrom  (gypsy),  away.  From  a 
and  drom,  ^  road  or  way ;  Greek 
dpofiSs.  *' Jasa  tu  ctdrom,  mftn 
hatch  akai" — **Go  thou  away, 
do  not  stop  here  I " 

Adsum  (Charterhouse),  roll-call  or 
name  calling. 

Adollamites  (Parliamentary),  the 
seceders  from  the  Liberal  party 
led  by  Mr.  Gladstone  during 
the  Reform  Agitation  of  1867. 
To  "  take  refuge  in  the  cave  of 
Adullam  "  is  a  phrase  borrowed 
from  the  Old  Testament,  and 
was  used  during  the  great 
American  civil  war  in  1863  by 
President  Lincoln  in  reference 
to  the  partisans  of  General 
M'Lellan  after  his  dismissal 
from  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac.    It  was  after- 


Adullamites — Affinity, 
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wards  nsed  by  John  Blight  in 
the  British  Ftoliament 

John  Bright  inveoted  asolher  apt  phrase 
when  he  dubbed  the  seceden  from  the 
Reform  party  AduUamittt.  Parliamen- 
tary tactics  have  naturally  given  birth  to 
many  slang  words. — ConMU  Magtuiiu, 

Adtvta,  adosta  (gypsy),  enough. 

"  Bat  adostm,  Romany  chals/'— '*  Many 


Adnutage  (Calif omian) ;  pocket 
vdxwnlagtt  carrying  a  pistol 
charged  and  at  half  cock  in  the 
coat  pocket,  so  that  if  the  hand 
is  placed  in  the  pocket  it  rests 
on  the  handle.  Sometimes  a 
shot  is  fired  at  an  adversary 
through  the  pocket  itself.  This 
is  only  done  with  a  derringer. 


(oniversity  slang),  letters 
of  excuse ;  from  the  Latin  (Kger» 

Peirii^>s  it's  a  deep-laid  scheme  of  yours  to 
post  a  heap  of  t^^trx  while  3ma're  a  Fresh* 
man,  and  then  to  get  better  and  better 
evoy  term,  and  make  the  Dons  think  that 
yoa  are  impn^ing  the  shining  hours  by 
doing  chapels  and  lectures  more  regularly, 
artful  Giglamps!  — C»/A^rr^  Bede:  Tkt 
Advemturu  of  Mr.  Verdant  Grten, 

/Egrotat  (aniversity),  a  remission 
of  a  collegiate  duty,  generally 
obtained  by  some  questionable 
excuse  to  the  principal.  From 
(S^rotoffv,  to  be  ilL 

Esthetic  (American).  This  word, 
from  being  supposed  to  mean 
"artistic,*'  has  been  extended 

•  to  excellence  of  all  kinds.  In 
1884  a  grocer  in  Philadelphia 
advertised  very  seriously  and 
innocently  thi^  he  had  some 


"very  aaihetic  cheese."  It  is 
occasionally  abused  in  much  the 
same  way  in  England. 

Aetna  (Winchester),  an  ambitious 
appellation  given  to  a  small 
boiler  for  "brewing,**  that  is, 
making  cocoa  or  coffee,  the 
combustible  used  being  spirits 
of  wine. 

A.  F.,  abbreviation  for  "Across 
the  Flat,"  one  of  the  numerous 
subdivisions  of  the  racing  track 
at  Newmarket.  The  A.  F,  course 
commences  at  the  running  gap 
in  the  Ditch,  and  ends  at  the 
winning  post  of  the  Bowley 
Mile,  whence  also  to  the  Grand 
Stand.  The  distance  A,  P.  \a 
one  mile,  two  furlongs,  and 
seventy-three  yards. 

Affidavit  men  (old),  men  who  loi- 
tered about  the  courts  of  justice 
ready  to  swear  anything  for 
pay.  They  were  also  known  as 
Knights  of  the  Post,  and  were 
distinguished  by  the  straw 
which  they  stuck  in  the  heels 
of  their  shoes.  The  word  has 
become  obsolete,  but  not  so  the 
practice,  as  there  are  even  now 
plenty  of  scoundrels  loitering 
outside  courts  of  justice  who 
are  ready  to  swear  to  anything 
for  half-a^orown. 

Affinity  (American),  a  person  of 
the  opposite  sex  who  is  per- 
fectly in  harmony  with  any 
one.  A  pcMional  affinity  is 
one  in  whom  intense  sexual 
desire  exists  in  common  with 
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all  other  attribates.  This  is 
the  fayonrite  and  ohaxaoter- 
istio  expression  of  the  Free- 
Loye  sect,  which  sprung  np 
about  1850,  and  for  a  time 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion, holding  public  meetings  in 
New  York,  " giving  rise**  to 
much  newspaper  writing,  and 
not  a  little  extremelj  liyelj 
literature,  such  as  "Fannj 
Greely,  or  the  Ck>nfe8sions  of  a 
Free-Loye  Sister/*  &c.  Several 
communities  were  founded  to 
carry  out  Free-Loye  practicallj ; 
tliat  at  Berlin  Heights  was  made 
the  subject  of  an  amusing  sketch 
bj  Artemus  Ward.  The  Oneida 
countj  Free-Loye  community 
is  described  by  Hepworth  Dixon 
in  "  Spiritual  Wives."  The  ori- 
ginal Free-Lovers  held  that  love 
is,  or  should  be  made,  the  mo- 
tive power  and  inspiration  of 
life,  that  to  perfect  ourselves 
in  every  way  we  should  have  an 
affiniityt  that  two  persons  are 
required  to  make  one  complete 
life  or  destiny,  and  that  it  is 
the  great  duty  of  life  to  seek 
for  this  afinity.  Everything 
should  yield  to  this,  and  should 
the  affinity  unfortunately  be  al- 
ready married  to  another,  there 
should  be  a  divorce  and  re- 
marriage at  once.  Of  course,  it 
was  soon  discovered  that  a  great 
deal  of  experimenting  with  dif- 
ferent ladies  or  gentlemen  was 
necessary  before  the  true  affinity 
could  be  discovered.  This 
liberty  to  *'chop  and  change 
ribs  d  la  mode  Oerwumorum** 
was  not,  however,  &yoarably 


»• 


regarded  by  the  "  cold  world 
of  orthodox  Christians. 

In  the  year  1850,  a  booee  of  tU-fiun« 
having  been  broken  up  in  Philadelphia, 
ito  inmates  were  bronght  before  a  magis- 
trate. Among  them  was  a  young  lady  oC 
very  attractive  personal  appearance,  who 
was  identified  as  belonging  to  an  excellent 
family  in  the  North.  On  being  asked  why 
she  led  such  a  disreputable  life,  she  re> 
plied  that  she  was  an  advanced  spiritualist 
and  free-lover,  and  considered  it  to  be  the 
mission  and  duty  of  her  life  to  offer  heraelf 
to  men  seeking  for  affinities,  or  to  man 
in  the  abstract,  and  that  every  man  whom 
she  liked  and  who  returned  the  feeling  was 
her  husband.  She  defended  her  views  with 
great  earnestness,  and  in  language  whidi 
indicated  an  excellent  education  and  ex- 
tensive reading.— Jf  J.  NoUs. 

I  was  goin'  along  the  street,  lioat 
three-quarters  past  owl-time,  when  I  met 
as  pretty  a  yard-and-a*half  of  black  silk  as 
I  ever  looked  at.  "Young  gentleman,** 
■ays  she,  "  don't  you  want  a  ^asfumat 
affinity  f"  "  What's  that  ?"  says  I.  "It's 
a  prise  bed<omforter,"  says  she,  "  and  the 
price  is  five  dollars,  extras  included  ;  don't 
say  no,  for  to-morrow  and  the  day  after 
you'll  be  sorry  to  have  missed  such  a  chance 
of  addin'  to  the  golden  joys  of  youth." — 
New  Vcrk  Sunday  J 0umaL 


^  the  winning  side, 
the  side  most  likely  to  forward 
one's  self-interest  and  promo- 
tion. 

He  was  shrewd,  sharp,  and  subtle  enough 
to  be  always  on  the  affirmative  tide,— 
The  Silent  Placeman^  1834. 

Cats  and  dogs  have  never  been  able  tew 
agree  on  the  main  question  that  both  seem 
tew  want  the  affirmative  side  tew  on'sL— 
jMk  BiUingt :  On  Cats. 

Afllictions  (drapers),  mourning 
habiliments.  AffiietioMBxe qnieL, 
t.e.,  mourning  goods  are  not  in 
demand.  Mitigated  affiieium», 
half  mourning. 
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A4rgn447  (popnlar)  is  nid  of 
an  jthing  that  fits  nioelj. 

'<  U  U  in  T  **  aid  he—**  It  it,"  aid  th«. 
"  Dots  it  fit  T  "  mid  he--'*  It  does,"  Mid 


"* Quite  ^i^jiynis^f'*— "Quite  t^ 
•^Tkt  Lmdy  mmd  tk€  Shotmmktr, 

Aficianado  (gypsy),  a  non-gjpsy 
who  Uvea  and  mizes  with  the 
tribe.  Fiom  the  Spanish  afiC" 
toR,  aif action. 


Ab  n^ffa— a,  a  trne  lorcr  and  ttndtnt 
Mkfd  :  Ptmmgf  lihutrmUd  Pmptr, 


(oommony,  in  a  promising  or 
a  prominent  state  or  condition. 

AB  the  town's  mfl9mt,^Gi^, 

A-flj  (low),  to  get  a-f,^  is   to 
become  expert  at. 

Go  iirtt  to  costei  moogeiy  i 
To  every  fidecment  get  a-fly. 
And  pick  np  all  their  slangery. 

— The  Leary  Mmm, 

Afterdap  (American).  In  Penn- 
syhrania  and  the  Western  States 
of  America  this  signifies  an  ad- 
ditional, and  very  often  unjust 
demand  beyond  the  agreement 
or  bargain  originally  made. 
"None  of  your  afterdajt$"  In 
Scotland  the  same  word  means 
eril  oonseqaences.** 


««, 


After-dinner  man  (old),  a  deep 
drinker. 

The  good  Barooet  (Sir  Francis  Bordett) 
not  only  a  foxhunter,  bat  a  celebrated 
mmm.  It  must  have  been  a 
yood  boot  indeed  in  which  he  was  wofsted. 
^DmUiu  Sketch  Baal,  1830. 


After  fotir  (Eton),  the  intenral 
between  3  and  6  p JC 

Aftemooo  buyer  (popular),  one 
who  waits  mitil  after  the  market 
dinner  with  the  hope  of  pur- 
chasing cheaper  than  before 
that  time. 

Afternoon  Dumer  (popular),  one 
who  neglects  his  farming  opera- 
tions until  late  in  the  season,  or 
holds  over  his  stock  until  lata 
in  the  day,  in  the  hope  of  getting 
a  better  price. 

After  twehre  (Eton),  the  receea 
after  morning  school  and  before 
afternoon  class. 

I  used  to  visit  him  rcguhu-ly  in  the  dear 
old  college  from  the  aJUr  iwttvt.'^WI^^ 
MthfUUs  G0od/or  Noikim£. 

Croppie,  who  abominated  all  laws  and 
delighted  in  transgressions,  resolved  to  go 
to  the  fair,  and  without  difficulty  he  per- 
suaded the  Pug  and  me  to  join  him.  One 
day  after  twelve  the  three  of  us  passed  over 
Windsor  Bridge  in  the  same  condition  as 
the  "bold  adventurers"  alluded  to  in 
Gray's  Odc—BriMsley  EickanU  Severn 
Yeart  at  Etom, 

Agt  (American,  cards,  technical), 
the  oldest  hand  or  player  to  the 
left  of  the  dealer,  who,  at  Poker, 
is  allowed  to  pass  the  first  round 
after  the  hands  are  "  helped," 
and  to  come  in  again  after  all 
have  raised  or  gone  out.  He 
signifies  his  intention  by  saying 
**  my  age,**  or  "  I  pass  the  age," 
The  effect  is  that  the  first  player 
becomes  the  last  player.  This 
expedient  is  sometimes  used  to 
conceal  a  very  good  hand,  and 
at  other  times  as  preparatory  to 
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Age — Agonise. 


a  "bluff,"  or  a  poor  one.  As 
cases  of  abeolate  equality  ain<Mig 
hands  are  all  but  impossible  at 
Poker,  little  is  risked  by  it. 

Ag^ed  (racing,  technical),  any 
horse  oyer  six  years  is  described 
as  cbged. 

We  really  do  abuse  tlra  powers  of  oar 
blood  stock  in  its  undeveloped  stage,  and 
use  up  our  racehorses  at  far  too  eaurly  an 
age.  There  is  no  dbputing  the  fact  that 
Bendigo  stands  alone  as  a  first-class  aged 
representative  racdione  now  on  the  turf, 
where  in  former  days  we  had  our  Laner* 
costs,  Touchstones,  Beeswings,  Alice  Haw- 
thorns, &C.,  by  the  dozen. —..S/ffrfMtf 
Tima. 

Ag^ee  or  ajee  (American).  Bartlett 
defines  this  as  **  askew ;  '*  as  to 
have  one's  hat  ogee.  From  the 
term  gee^  nsed  in  driving  cattle. 
It  seems  rather  to  be  derived 
from^ee,  "to  agree  with,"  "to 
fit,"  with  the  prefix  negative  a. 
In  America  it  is  also  applied  to 
a  door  ajar  or  partly  open,  as 
appears  by  the  following  rhymes 
from  a  comic  paper  pablished 
in  Philadelphia  in  1833  or  1834 
on  an  incident  which  occurred 
there : — 

I  am  an  undertaker  true, 
And  know  my  business  well ; 

I'm  just  the  man  to  punish  you. 
For  sending  folks  to  hell. 

You  quite  forgot,  behind  the  door, 

When  it  was  left  ageey 
I  caught  you  hugging  Mrs. , 

Your  heart  quite  full  of  glee. 

According  to  Wright  (Provincial 
Dictionary),  agtt  is  North  Eng- 
lish, and  means  both  awry  and 
ajar.    The  word  is,  however,  at 


present  far  more  generally  used 
in  America  than  England. 


(Anglo-Indian),  lit.  fire- 
carriage,  applied  by  the  natives 
to  a  railway  train. — Hobson  Job- 
Mm,  heing  an  Anglo-Indian  Glo$- 
fary,  London  1886. 

Agg^erawators  (popular),  a  corrup- 
tion of  "  aggravators,"  the  lock 
of  hair  formerly  in  vogue  alike 
among  honest  cost ermongers  and 
men  of  the  BiU  Sykes  type,  worn 
twisted  back  from  the  temple 
towards  the  ear.  It  is  now  in 
favour  among  gypsies  and  a 
few  "bruisers."  The  French 
peasants  of  Berry  are  fond  of 
this  ornament,  which  recalls, 
though  much  shorter,  the  old 
cadenettes  of  the  French  hus- 
sars. 

His  hair  was  carefully  twisted  into  the 
outer  comers  of  each  eye,  till  it  formed 
a  variety  of  that  description  of  semi* 
curls  usually  known  as  hag;gerawators. 
— Dickens :  Sketches  by  Boz. 

Agitate  the  communicator  (com- 
mon), ring  the  bell. 

Agitator  (common),  a  bell  rope; 
the  street  door  knocker. 

Aglal.  glal  (gypsy),  before,  in 
front  of. 

Ago  gar  e  (American  thieves* 
Blang),  Mt^  quick  1  A  warning 
signal;''  From  a^jog. 

Agonise  (American),  to  endure 
agony.  A  favourite  word  with 
young  or  "sensational"  clergy- 
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mem  The  writer  once  heard 
one  of  these  declare  (in  Ken- 
tackj),  that  "We  must  agonue 
if  we  would  see  God,**  and 
be  hat  since  met  with  the  same 
expression  in  print. 


(common),  to  pat  or  to 
pile  the  agtmjf  on,  means  to 
thrill,  to  honrifj,  to  keep  np  or 
intensify  the  excitement  attend- 
ant on  sensational  productions. 

**Wifc**B  a  fiur  specimen  of  a  book  of 
tlib  kind.  It  U  all  mgpmy  firom  beginning 
to  end.  Hiera  are  no  paaaee  for  length- 
«aed  descriptioos  of  stunmer  evenings  or 
old-fiuUooed  gaidena;  thef«  are  neither 
pnacgyrics  of  Tirtooiis  heroes,  nor  irerbal 
portiaits  of  lovely  heroines.  The  mg»^y 
is  pot  on  at  foil  pressure  in  the  first  chap- 
ter, aiMi  is  nerer  shut  off  tiU  the  last. — 

That  particular  colunm  in  the 
dailj  papers,  which  is  headed 
by  priyate  communications  be- 
tween individuals,  is  called  the 
"  agony  column.** 

And  how  does  die  propcee  to  succsied  Y 
P^laky?    The  MtfMif  colninn  T   Placards, 
or  a  H^wmxLJ^BUck :  A  Primctn  0/ 
TkuU, 


Hakx>. — I  beg  of  you  to  see  sse.  Your 
rcfosal  does  more  hann  than  good.  Your 
time  win  suit  me.  Please  don't  rcfose.  I 
think  it  most  mkind  of  yoo,  considering 
^n  thingi.^Q. 

— StaiulanL 

The  mgomy  column  does  not 
always  contain  unpleasant  or 
dismal  tidings.  It  Is  used  ex- 
tensiTely  by  lorers  and  as  a 
means  of  communication  be- 
tween thieres,  4c. 

Srovlo   be   delighted   to   take   sweet 
counsel  of  an  Orade  so  lovely,  free,  and 


mild.    True  grief  to  have  marred  Elysian 
Uisses. 

Sweetheart.— Shall  be  in  town  shortly 
after  Christmas.  So  longing  to  see  you, 
love  True  and  fiuthftil  even  to  your 
shadow. 

Tm  Moon. — Bless  us  and  keep  us,  what 
canyoumeanT  I  never  supposed. — Eliab. 


It  is  said  that  the  last  Carlist 
revolution  was  arranged  entirely 
by  means  of  the  Timu*  mgonj 
column. 

Football  players  say  of  the 
side  that  makes  a  number  of 
goals  that  it  "piles  on  the 
agotty,**  In  theatrical  parlance 
'  an  *' agony  piler"  Is  an  actor 
who  perform;  in  a  sensational 
play  in  which  the  blood  of  the 
audience  is  made  to  curdle 
and  their  flesh  creep.  To  "  pile 
on  the  agony**  was  originaUy 
American;  it  was  common  in 
iS4a 

Aidh  (tinker),  butter. 

Ainoch  (tinker),  a  thing. 

Air  and  exerdse  (thieves),  penal 
servitude  at  a  convict  settle- 
ment. Two  stretches  of  air 
and  exereiae,  ijt^  two  years*  penal 
servitude. 

Airingf  (racing),  a  horse  Is 
said  to  be  '*  out  for  an  airing  " 
when  there  is  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  those  concerned  with 
him  that  he  should  win. 

Air  line  road,  an  (American),  an 
expression  applied  to  a  rail- 
road track  when  it  passes  over 
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Air — Alderman. 


the  leyel  unbroken  prairie  in  a 
straight  line  without  bend  or 
gradient.  "A  straight  shoot" 
is  also  another  term  for  this. 

Aja,  ajaw  (gypsy),  so.  Often 
pleonastic  kathU  c^jd,  good 
enough. 

"  If  waver  fdki  kSms  lis. 
MQkk  lendy  kair  ajd," 

(If  other  people  like  it,  let  them 
do  Bo:*—E.  H.  Palmer.) 

Akalak  (Anglo-Indian),  a  cape 
worn  by  Indian  officers  on  state 
occasions. 

Aker man's  Hotel  (obsolete), 
Newgate  prison,  the  goyemor 
being,  in  1787,  a  man  named 
Akerman. 

Akonyo  (gypsy),  alone. 

"  Me  shon  akonyo  gilde  yoi, 
Men  buti  ruzhior, 
•Te  sari  chiricloi  adoi, 
Pen  mandy  giloir." 

("  I  am  all  alone,"  she  sang, 
**  among  many  flowers,  and  all 
the  birds  are  singing  songs  to 
me." — Janet  Tuckey.) 

Alay,  al6  (gypsy),  down.— ("Besh- 
tu  alay  adoi  te  me  te  vel  pen 
tute  a  kushto  gudlo" — "  Sit 
thou  down  there,  and  I  will  tell 
thee  a  nice  story  I  ") 

Albany  beef  (American),  the 
sturgeon,  so  called  because 
Washington  Irving  spoke  of  the 
"hospitable  boards"  of  that 
city  as  "smoking  with  stur- 
geon."   It  is   also   sometimes 


called  "nigger  beef;"  stiirgeon 
being  in  some  parts  of  the 
United  States  a  cheap  fish 
which  was  once  held  in  very 
little  account.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked that  several  kinds  of 
fish  are  often  spoken  of  as  meat. 
Thus  a  Yarmouth  bloater  is 
called  a  two-eyed  steak,  or  a 
Taimouth  capon;  a  kind  of 
fish  in  India  is  known  as  Bom- 
bay ducks,  and  a  fresh  herring 
is  a  Billingsgate  pheasant. 

Albert  (common),  a  watch  chain. 

AlbertopollA,  according  to  Hotten, 
a  facetious  appellation  given  by 
the  Londoners  to  the  Kensington 
Gore  district.    Now  obsolete. 

Aldea  (Anglo-Indian  and  frontier 
American),  a  village  or  a  villa,  a 
country-seat.  From  the  Spanish 
aldea,  which  is  in  turn  derived 
&om  the  Arabic. 

Alderman  (popular),  a  half-crown, 
a  long  pipe,  a  turkey.  An  alder- 
man in  chains,  is  a  turkey  hung 
.  with  sausages.  **  Blood  and 
g^its  alderman,**  a  fat  and  pom- 
pous man. 

(Thieves),  an  alderman,  a  large 
*'  jemmy  "  or  crowbar,  used  for 
opening  safes.  An  extra  large 
one  is  called  a  "  lord  mayor." 

Alderman  Lushington,  intoxicat- 
ing drink.  (Patter  imported 
into  Australia  by  convicts.) 

Beer  or  liquor  of  any  kind  is  imsh  ;  to 
lush  is  to  drink.  Speaking  of  a  person 
who  is  drunk,  the  "flash"  fraternity  say, 
**  Alderman  LusAingiim  is  concerned,"  or 


AUgate — AU  aUmg. 
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rimply,  "  He  has  been  vodng  tmib/tmUer* 
tmmn  "  A/fltfA-cr£^orAu4r-Am,isapablic- 
hooae.— ^fviw  Vmuj^s  Mtmeira. 

Aldgmte  pomp  (old),  a  dranght 
on  AldLg9i€  pump  meant  a  bill  of 
exchange  drawn  on  persons  no 
better  able  to  pay  than  AldgaU 
pump. 

Ale  dnper  (old),  ale-honse  keeper. 
Alemnoch  (tinker),  milk. 

Ales  (Stock  Bxchange),  a  nick- 
name used  by  men  on  'Change 
f  (HT  AUsopp  k  Sons'  stock. 

Alezandxa  limp,  the  (common), 
a  fashionable  craze,  resulting 
from  a  toadying  imitation  of  a 
certain  lady  well  known  in 
society  who  walks  with  a  slight 
limp. 

Your  own  adTOcacy  for  the  Grecian  bend 
asd  the  AUjumdm  limf — both  poaitive 
and  practical  imitations  of  physical  afllic* 
tioiu—Ckmmiitn's  Joummi. 

Alfred  DaTid  (popular),  affidavit ; 
also  Afdavy  and  Davy. 

I  almost  dropped  when  up  she  jumped 
And  said,  **  I'm  ready  now, 
But  why  this  loc^  of  thusness 
That  is  stealing  o'er  thy  brow  ?" 
I  cried,  *'  Avannt  and  touch  me  not ! " 
Then  bolted  up  the  lane, 
And  111  take  my  Alfnd David  hot. 
She  don't  catch  me  there  again. 
— Blighttd  Lav€i  by  Harry  Adamt. 

He  is  engaged  in  receiving  the  a/ttr^ 
davy  ci  a  man  who  got  his  head  broke  by 
a  ^SaAt^.—Kinftley :  Gnffrey  Hamlyn. 

Als^eri&et  (theatrical),  performers 
who  bully  the  manager  of  a 
theatre  when  the  salaries  are 


not  paid.  Also  petty  money- 
borrowers. 

All  abroad  (common)  an  expres- 
sion used  when  any  undertaking 
has  failed,  and  a  person  is  un- 
certain as  to  the  course  to  pur- 
sue.   A  variant  is  "  all  at  sea." 

"Aks!  poor  ghost  I"  It's  a  doubt  which 

is  most 
To  be  pitied— one  doom'd  to  fiy,  broil, 

boil,  amd  roast, — 
Or  one  bandied  about  thus  from  pillar 

to  post, — 
To  be  aU  abroad— to  be  "  stumped,"  not 

to  know  where 
To  go— so  disgraced. 

— Ingoldsby  Legtnds :  A  Ltgtndoj 
Dover, 

Allacompain  or  alicumpaine 

(rhyming  slang),  rain,  termed 
*'pamey"  in  thieves*  lingo; 
also  a  common  sweetmeat  de- 
rived from  the  name  of  the 
plant. 

Of  ups  and  downs  I've  felt  the  shock. 
Since  days  of  bats  and  shuttlecocks. 
And  alicumpaine  and  Albert  rocks 
When  I  the  world  began. 

—  The  Ltary  Matt, 

He  had  been  noted  for  an  immoderate 
partiality  for  the  saccharine  though  indi- 
gestible cates  known  as  alecampane^  and 
Bonaparte's  rCtA.Saia :  The  Baddington 
Peerage. 

All  afloat,  rhyming  slang  for  a 
coat. 

All  alive  (tailors),  garments  un- 
fairly or  slovenly  made. 

All  aloncT  of,  an  illiterate  synonym 
for  **  on  account  of,"  "  by  rea- 
son of,"  or  "  owing  to  such  and 
such  a  cause."    The  phrase  oc- 
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curs  in  print  so  early  as  the  time 
of  Chaucer,  and  is  therefore  in 
all  probability  much  older. 

AU-«>-mort  (old),  struck  dumb, 
confounded. 

All  arotind  sports  (American), 
men  who  take  an  interest  in  all 
kinds  of  sport — ^racing,  shoot- 
ing, fishing,  ball,  pedestrianism, 
sparring,  cock-fighting,  ratting, 
ftc. 

An  at  sea  (common),  bewildered, 
confused ;  *^  aU  at  Ma  on  the 
question." 

"  Dear,  do  scientific  men  become  sailors 
when  they  are  scared  ?  " 

"GueKsnoC.    Why?" 

"  Because  this  paper  says  that  since  thm 
earthquake  the  scientists  are  all  at  ua.'* — 
Pitisburg  BulUiin. 

All  beer  and  skittles,  recent  slang 
signifying  that  the  life  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  made  applicable  are 
not  so  pleasant  or  so  happy  as 
they  might  be,  or  as  they  are  re- 
presented to  be.  The  allusion  is 
to  the  supposed  amusements 
of  working  men  in  the  skittle 
ground,  and  to  the  beer  which 
they  drink  to  refresh  themselves 
during  the  exercise. 

Even  the  life  of  an  heir  to  the  Russian 
throne  is  not  all  beer  and  skittles,  llie 
young  Grand  Duke  has  narrowly  escaped 
bdng  sent  to  the  Crimea  instead  of  to 
Cannes  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. — 
GM>€. 

The  expression  is  sometimes 
▼aried  to  aU.  akUiUi  and  beer. 

There's  danger  even  when  fish  are  caught 
To  those  who  a  wetting  fear ; 


For  what's  worth    having  must  aye  be 

bought. 
And  sport's  like  life,  and  life's  like  sport. 
It  ain't  all  skittles  and  beer, 

— Adam  Lindsay  dndons  Pcemt, 

The  word  9kiitle»  itself  has 
ceased  to  belong  to  slang  phrase- 
ology. It  may  be  interesting 
to  remark  that  the  game  was 
originally  nine  pins ;  but  the 
Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut  having 
forbidden  that  game,  the  astute 
sons  of  the  Puritans  added  a 
pin,  and  made  the  game  ten 
pins,  or,  as  it  is  now  called, 
'*  American  i70wls." 

All  brandy  (popular),  good,  pro- 
fitable, pleasant. 

All  bum  (popular),  a  female  with 
a  large  bustle. 

All-fired  (English  and  Ameri- 
can), immoderate,  violent.  This 
common  expression  is  thought 
in  New  England  to  be  an  eu- 
phemism for  "  hell- fired."  Thus 
people  talk  of  an  *' all-fired 
abuse,"  meaning  a  crying  abuse ; 
an  **cUl-fired  hurry,"  i,e.,  in  great 
haste. 

I  knows  I  be  9Q  all-Jired  jealous  I  can't 
bear  to  hear  o'  her  talking,  let  alone  writing 
to,—T.  Hngk4s  :  Tom  Brvum  at  Oxford. 

All  fours,  to  be  on  (common),  to 
be  on  good  terms,  to  be  exactly 
similar;  probably  of  Masonic 
origin,  and  referring  to  the  com- 
pleteness and  harmony  of  the 
four  sides  of  a  "  square." 

The  cases  [Rradlaugh  v.  Newdegate, 
Clarke  v.  Bradlaugh]  are  on  all  fours. — 
Times. 


All  gay — All  my  eye. 
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when  a  market  goes  flat,  and 
there  is  a  general  disposition  to 
sell. 

All  in  a  packer  (common),  in 
confusion ;  so  hurriedly  as  to 
agif-ate  and  perplex.  Women 
of  the  lower  classes,  especially 
when  suddenly  flustered  and 
agitated,  will  declare  themselves 
aU  in  a  pucker,  and  most  fre- 
quently snob  a  statement  will  be 
deemed  snffloient  qualiflcation 
to  justify  a  resort  to  the  usual 
"  pick-me*up." 

All  in  fits  (tailors).  See  Paraly- 
tic FIT. 

All  mouth  (American),  a  man  who 
is  a  great  talker,  and  only  a 
ialkor,  is  said  to  be  all  mouth. 

When  one  Congremnan  assaults  another 
he  generally  hits  him  in  the  m^uiA,  that 
WiTXfi  u1)out  «//  there  is  to  strike  at. — 
A  mericoH  JourmaL 

All  mj  ejre  (popular),  nonsense, 
untrue.  Some  philologists  have 
suggested — though  they  have 
not  adopted — a  derivation  from 
the  Welsh  ol  mi  hivy,  it  is  very 
tediouH,  i.e.,  it  is  all  nonsense. 
It  seems  far  more  probable  that 
it  is  a  contraction  of  the  phrase 
"  there  is  as  much  of  it  as  there 
is  in  all  my  eye"  the  words 
being  made  more  forcible  by 
closing  one  of  the  organs  of 
>ision.  To  express  dissent  from 
any  statement,  or  a  refusal  to 
comply  with  a  request,  French 
slang  has  the  corresponding  term 
mon  ail !  which  is  usually  accom- 
panied by  a  knowing  wink  and 


daves),  a  term  to  denote 
ooMt  is  clear,  a  variant 
srene,"  all  right  French 
ise  the  expression  "  tout 
io  "  in  the  same  sense. 

lacted  one  house,  at  which 
s  reported  to  the  fourth  man 
%ii  gi^t  which  the  detective, 
ktiilB  in  a  garden,  understood 
no  one  was  at  home,  the  four 
Igttber  near  xu—Thi  Gloit, 

t  (American),  an  old 
azpression.  "Oh,  get 
ipeaiB  to  have  suggested 
I  is  uttered  very  often 
nj  person  announces 
something  extravagant, 
thenying,  **  That  beats 

tWm 

behold  I  to-roorrer  thou, 
wenge  mayst  dry  thy  tears, 
n  whkh  youll  allow 
f-git-^tit  when  it  appears. 
t  Bmllati  0/  Tim  Zion  Boggi. 

f  at  Peckham  (popular) 
when  there  is  nothing 

AU  holiday  means  no 
id  Peckham  is  a  play  on 

food. 

w,  hollow  (old  slang), 
dy,  utterly.  '*  I  beat 
\olUm  at  a  race."  Fro- 
rived  from  wkolli/.  All 
r  whole-iind-all,  lieel  <n 
Dutoh  idiom ;  hed-all^ 
erse. 

2ing)  means  that  bets 
,  horses  in  the  list  are 
whether  the  horse  runs 


00k  Exchange),  an  ex- 
cised by  men  on  'Change 
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AU  my  eye — All  noHons. 


a  significant  gesture  as  an  in- 
vitation to  inspect  the  oxgan. 
AU  my  eye  is  sometimes  elon- 
gated into '*  ii2/ my  e^  and  Betty 
Martin/*  whioh  seems  to  have 
been  the  original  phrase,  and  of 
which  manj  explanations  have 
been  given.  By  many  it  is  said 
to  be  a  corraption  of  a  Popish 
prayer  to  St.  Martin,  commenc- 
ing with  the  words,  ''O  mihi 
beate  Martine  I  *'  whioh  fell  into 
discredit  at  the  Reformation. 
Mr.  T.  Lewis  O.  Davies  thinks 
that  it  arose  from  a  gypsy 
woman  in  Shrewsbury,  named 
Betty  Martin,  giving  a  black  eye 
to  a  constable,  who  was  chaffed 
by  the  boys  accordingly.  The 
expression  must  have  been  com- 
mon in  1837,  as  Dickens  gives 
one  of  the  Brick-Lane  testi- 
monials as  from  "  Betty  Martin, 
widow,  one  child,  one  eye" 
("Pickwick,"  ch.xxxiii.).  Tak- 
ing for  granted  that  the  ex- 
pression originated  from  the 
beg^ning  of  a  prayer  (a  theory 
which  is  now  rejected  by 
most  etymologists),  this  would 
be  but  one  of  the  many  in- 
stances of  a  religious  formula 
being  distorted  and  ridi- 
culed. Thus,  the  cant  term 
*'to  patter  flash,"  %,e,,  to  talk 
in  cant,  is  from  "to  patter" 
(signifying  to  mumble),  which 
itself  is  probably  derived  from 
paternoster.  The  French  use 
patenStres  with  the  significa- 
tion of  mumbling,  and  pate- 
nAtret  de  tinge  means  mutter- 
ing, grumbling;  un  vobiteumf 
from  dominuM  vobiteum,  in  the 


mouth  of  French  work-people, 
is   a   disparaging   epithet   for 
priest    The  familiar  cagott  to, 
religious   hypocrite,    was    for- 
merly a  friar  of  a  mendicant 
order.     Then   ears   polite,  on 
both  sides  of  the  Channel,  are 
frequently  offended  by  vulgar 
allusions  to  the  Bulgarian  here- 
tics, though  the  expression  has 
lost    its    former    opprobrious 
meaning.    Again,  some  etymo- 
logists derive  the  word  "  bigot  ** 
from  the  first  words  of  a  prayer 
"by    Gk)d."      "  Un    goddam" 
used  to  be  synonymous  with  an. 
Englishman,  at  the  time  whea 
it  was  thought  in  France  that 
all  Britons  had  red  hair,  sold 
their  wives  at  Smithfield,  go^ 
drunk   reg^ularly   after   dinner 
(this  may  have  been  a  fact  at 
the  time  of  three-bottle  men), 
and  always  had  a  bull-dog  with, 
his  nose  at  their  heels.    Bailey 
ascribes    the    origin    of    hocum 
poena,  used  by  quacks,  to  fuxr 
est  corpus  nieum^  when  this  for- 
mula  fell    into   ridicule    witb. 
many  others  after  the  Reforma- 
tion.    It  is  curious  to  note  that> 
old-fashioned  French  charlatans 
still  use  the  words  prichi-prSch<& 
as  an  opening  to  their  bonimenC 
or  puffing  speech. 

All  nations  (obsolete),  a  coat  or 
garment  of  different  patches^ 
a  woman  with  many  colours 
in  her  dress.  A  glass  of  all 
natuma  was  supplied  at  the 
dram  shops,  and  consisted  of 
the  mixed  drippings  of  the  spirit 
taps  and  drops  of  spirits  left  in 
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the  measares  and  glasses.  In 
America  this  is  called  *'all 
sorts."  It  is  geneiallj  mixed 
with  Cayenne  pepper.  In  Lon- 
don "  aU  sorts  *'  is  a  rapidly  in- 
toxicating compound. 

AHo  (pidgin  English),  all,  eyery. 
0  is  added  to  many  words  in 
pidgin  in  an  arbitrary  manner. 
^AUo  man  tajkee  my  so  fashion  " 
— "Every  man  talks  to  me 
thus." 

Skng-Whang  when  makee  noise, 
Wit  "he  pigtail  floggee  alh  boys, 
Ali0  this  pidgin  long  tim  'go. 
What  tim  good  ok>  Empelor  Slo. 

AU  of  a  hon^h  (tailors),  very 
roogh,  twisted,  or  slovenly. 

AH  of  my  lone  (American),  all 
alone. 

All  00  the  go  (vulgarism),  gone, 
done  away  with. 

Then  his  sapper — so  'nice  i-^that  had 
cost  him  such  pains — 
Sodi  a  hard  day's  work— now  ali  0m 
tk€g»l 
Twas  beyond  a  joke,  and  enough  to 
provoke 
The  mildest  and  best-temper'd  fiend 
bek>wl 

— Imgotdtfy  Legtends. 

AU  ont  (popular),  much,  by  far; 
•^M  out  the  best,"  by  far  the 
best.  To  be  a^  out,  to  be  quite 
wrong.  (Turf),  one  who  has 
been  unsuccessful  during  a  day's 
racing  is  said  to  be  a22  out. 
(Stock  Exchange),  aU,  out!  bxl 
expression  to  denote  that  the 
market  improves,  and  that  there 
is  a  genend  disposition  to  buy. 


All  out  (athletic),  where  a  runner 
or  walker  has  done  his  utmost, 
and  has  not  a  yard  up  his  sleeve. 

AU-orerish  (vulgarism),  a  sensa- 
tion as  of  illness,  chills,  shud- 
dering pleasure,  or  "the  creeps" 
from  head  to  foot. 

It  made  me  feel  »U-&v€rUk  to  hear  him 
talk  so! 

Susan  kissed  me  one,  two,  three  times — 
I  swan  it  made  me  feel  aU-meruh  with 
plom-goodness. 

--An  H0H€ti  Boy, 

All  07er  pattern  (decorative  de- 
sign.) *'  A  technical  term  that 
is  used  to  denote  a  design  in 
which  the  whole  of  a  field  is 
covered  with  ornament  in  con- 
tradistinction to  such  as  have 
units  only  at  intervals,  leaving 
spaces  of  the  ground  between 
them.  The  ornament  of  the 
Moors,  as  seen  in  the  decora- 
tions of  the  Alhambra,  and  that 
of  Eastern  nations  generally,  is 
most  commonly  of  this  nature ; 
the  whole  surface  of  the  object 
is  covered  with  decorative  forms 
so  as  to  present  to  the  eye  a 
mass  of  elaborate  detail,  the 
leading  lines  of  which  can  often 
only  be  detected  by  careful 
scrutiny.  When,  as  in  some 
Persian  sur&u;es,  these  lines  are 
often  quite  lost,  the  result  is 
unsatisfactory." — F,  E,  Bulme: 
SuggtHvom  in  Floral  Duign, 

All  over  the  shop  (common),  all 
over  the  place ;  refers  also  to  an 
obtrusive  and  exaggerated  per- 
formance which  asserts  itself  in 
an  offensive  manner.    In  retail 


_-..x^w  \.iin<'ric;iii\  1"  ;Hiiiiil.  to 
(];  flail'.  t(i  iiit  iinatr  t  hat  a.  t  liiirj; 
iiiii.-«t  Im"  (lone.  This  word  is 
quaintly  used  by  rustics  in  dif- 
ferent states  to  express  thoaght, 
or  opinion  on  its  utterance ;  to 
give.  "All  the  people  in  the 
room  allowed  that  his  conduct 
was  perfectly  shamefuL  "  "  He 
aUowed  he'dg^ye  me  a  new  trunk 
if  I'd  allow  him  my  arm-chair.'* 
(Harrow),  aUow^  a  boy's  weekly 
allowance  of  pocket-money. 

Allowances  (tailors),  aUovoancei 
for  making  up  a  garment,  i.e., 
for  seams,  padding,  wadding, 
buttoning,  and  respiration. 

All  plopa  (pidgin),  quite  right. 

OIo  Hovqua,  he  talkee.  My  wife  she 
vcUy  'calls  twut  pearlee  (is  very  curious  or 
pecoliur  as  to  pearls),  she  likee  one  kind 
peariae,  no  other  diop  (quality)  can  do ; 
sba  likoa  pearlee  numpa  one  lound,  he 
whitey  oolottr.  Look,  see  mli  plopa^  alio 
samee  that  he  Empelor  hab  got  top  side 
he  hat.  Supposey  pearley  blongy  so 
fashion,  my  wifee  too  much  likee,  golaw.— 
Hwwfmm  mmd  ik€  PtmHt» 

« 

All  roQiid  (common),  a  phrase 
appUfid  to  a  thing  or  person 
thoroughly  adantpd   ♦'^  -'- 


pa 
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All  round  my  luit  (popular),  "  I 
feel  all  round  my  Aa<,**  I  feel 
queer,  do  not  feel  rery  well. 
"That's  aU  round  my  hat"  is 
sjDonjinoua  with  "that*g  all 
gammon/'  or  nonsense.  From 
a  song  which  was  wery  popular 
in  1854. 

ADs  (popular),  tap  droppings, 
or  inferior  spirits,  sold  oheap; 
(workmen's),  goods  and  chat- 
tels, oz^  perhaps,  more  properly, 
tooU.  *'Come,  pack  up  your 
ails  and  be  off,"  is  a  common 
form  of  diwniftsal  to  a  labourer 
or  workman. 


All-same  (pidgin),  a  very  common 
expression  for  "the  same  as," 
like,  or  equal. 

Sopposey  you  hearee  plenty  talkce  Ixmt 
fiuhioo.  Ch  "hoy!  my  tink«e  Chijia> 
woman,  fankwet  woman,  illo  woman,  &]\o 
tinkey  diU  tame  inside  her  mouth.  Wat 
dm  yon  pay  plenty  dolla*,  he  &]lo-tim 
good  fiuhion. — Nowfita  and  the  Peart*, 

AH  serene  (popular),  all  safe,  all 
right. 

Who're  you,  sir?— oh,  Mister  So-and- 
«>— all  ri|^ — and  this  icentkman  f — friend 
o'  Mr.  W.'s— oh,  very  well — yes,  there's 
Barney — this  a  friend  o'  yours,  Barney  ?— 
yes?— all  right,  then — yes,  I  think  w^re 
oil  tertme  l^Bird  o'  Freedom, 

Some  years  ago  the  phrase  was 
bawled  in  the  streets,  before 
such  expressions  as  "How's 
your  poor  feet  7 "  "  Who's  your 
hatter  7 "  came  into  vogue.  The 
Parisians  at  this  time  indulged 
in  equally  idiotic  inquiries  or 
qbUs,  such  as  "Bt  tes  pieds 
sont-ils  k  la  sauce  7  "  "  Oh^ 
I^mbert  I  as-tu  vn  Lambert  7 " 


"  £t  ta  soenr  7 "  Of  more  re- 
cent creation  is  the  stupid  "  On 
dirait  du  vcau." 

All  smoke,  (gammon,  and  pickles 
(popular),  all  deceit,  nonsense. 

All  sorts.    (See  All  Nations.) 

All  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

The  title  of  a  novel  by  Walter 
Besant,  and  the  heading  of  a  , 
well-known  collect  in  thePrayer- 
Book.  It  has  passed  into  such 
common  and  general  use  as  to 
have  become  a  truly  "  fixed 
popular  phrase."  (See  All 
Nations.  ) 

It  was  a  rare  mess,  alleorU  and  condi' 
ium*  of  men,  women,  and  children,  dogs 
and  cats,  promiscuotuly  intermingled,  and 
all  on  one  grand  k'lcV'up.—Americam 
News/a/er. 

All  sorts  of  (American).  Bartlett 
defines  this  as  "  expert,  acute, 
excellent,  capital."  It  is  more 
accurately,  as  its  name  declares, 
*'  perfect,  complete  in  every  de- 
tail, having  every  quality."  AU 
Borts  of  a  Jiorte  is  a  horse  pos- 
sessed of  every  merit,  not  one 
that  is  merely  excellent  or 
capital.  AU  tortt  of  a  job  (E.  A. 
Foe,  cited  by  Bartlett)  does  not 
mean  an  expert,  acute,  or  excel- 
lent undertaking,  but  one  re- 
quiring all  conceivable  abilities. 
In  this  it  corresiK>nds  to  the 
German  aUerlei  and  Dutch  al- 
leriey,  ^^Hy  is  van  aUetiey  soort 
voorzien."  AUerley  is,  in  fact, 
translated  all  $orts  by  SeweL 

Allspice  (popular),  a  grocer. 


>\viniiniiiL:ly.    lor    (d/'^    fj"i((    nn 

t/c  PotOllKtC." 


La 


All  T.  H.  (tailors),  all  right,  or      Al 
very  good  indeed  (stock  cut- 
ters). 1 

All  tbe  oUboose  (oommon),  every-  t 

where.  The  edboou  is  the  galley  < 

or  oookiog  place  of  a  ship,  or  ^ 

simply  a  kitchen.  ] 

"  The  &ct  is  he  conquers  us  every  one,  ^ 

Does  love,  love,  love !  .j^ 

We  don't  find  it  out  till  the  mischief  is 
done. 
By  love,  love,  love  I  ... 

To  fight  agminst  him  is  no  manner  of  use, 
A  gander's  a  gander,  a  goose  is  a  goose,        „ 
And  Cupid's  the  king  over  all  the  caSaast. 

Oh  1  love,  love,  lovel"  . 

All  the  go  (common),  in  demand, 
fashionable,  meeting  with  a  very 
.  ready  sale.  All 

Jerry  Hawthorn  was  agreeable,  and  he  ^ 

and  Corinthian  Tom  were  soon  in  the  midst  m 

of  L^  in  LctidoHt  and  lost  no  time  in 
calling  on  young  Bob  Logic,  who  was  a 
gay  spark  lUce  has  lather,  and  quite  an/ait  . 

with   all   the  sprees   of  the   metropolis.  ^ 

"  Fashions  have  changed,  my  dear  Coz," 
said  the  Corinthian,  "  and  the  young  bucks 
and  exquisites  seem  to  us  to  dress  strangely ; 
hot  I  suppose  their  attire  is  iUl  the  go  now, 
and  these  arc  the  swell  suits  made  by  the 


He 
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to  the  ground").  It  impliet 
probttUj  from  top  to  bottom. 
A  common  phimse  it  "  that  will 
suit  me  ott  tA«  wrqr  dawn,"  or  wU 
lAcMsy. 

AQ  to  his  offo  cbeek  (tailon) 
■igniiiee  aU  to  himaelf. 

All  to  pieces  (oommon),  utterly, 
exoeeiiTelj.  To  bent  one  off  to 
fieen  is  to  nupaM  one  alto- 
gether. The  term  is  also  naed 
bj  boating  men.  A  crew  are 
said  to  hare  fallen  off  to  pUce9 
when  thej  are  ezhaosted  and 
the  rowing  Is  wild. 

All  np  (general),  a  synonym  for 
"  all  over/*  signifies  that  the  end 
has  come  to  any  one,  that  all  is 
OTer  with  him.  "  All  to  smash  '* 
is  another  phrase  of  a  similar 
meaning,  implied  to  a  person 
whose  affairs  are  irretrievably 
involved,  who  is  utterly  bank- 
rapt  in  fortune.  Thns  one  hears 
that  "  So-and-so  has  gone  all  to 
smash,'*  t.e.,  his  credit  is  gone. 
Flans,  and  indeed  anything,  may 
go  "all  to  smash."  A  similar 
ezfffession  is  popular  among  the 
lower  classes  in  Belgium  and 
Holland,  and  among  children 
otte  op  signifies  that  every- 
thing is  gone — all  is  over.  An 
odd  variety  of  this  slang  is 
sometimes  heard  in  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Bartlett  records 
that  it  is  a  common  expression 
among  servants  in  Pennsylvania 
to  say,  "  all  any  more,"  instead 
of  "  aU  gone  "  or  aW»  up. 


All  wafl^  bios  (American),  a  jolly 
time,  a  frolic,  a  Jamboree. — 
MS,  Awurieanitm$,  6y  C  Xe- 
land  Hmruon. 

Tis  merry  in  hall 
When  hemrds  wn£  all, 

Allj-beg,  a  bed.  This  very 
ancient  and  nearly  obsolete 
cant  word  was  expressive  of 
the  pleasure  found  by  the  vaga- 
bond classes  in  the  unusual 
luxury  of  a  warm  and  comfort- 
able resting-place  for  the  night. 
People  who  slept  in  a  nook 
in  a  wall,  under  a  bush  or  a 
hedge,  or  the  chance  shelter  of 
a  bam  or  outhouse,  spoke  of  a 
bed  as  ailU,  pleasant,  agreeable, 
and  hegy  little,  i.e.,  a  little  place 
or  harbour  of  pleasantness. 
Leah  is  Gaelic  for  a  bed,  and 
leab-htg,  a  little  bed ;  and  ledb- 
her  or  lybker,  a  house  with  beds 
in  it,  a  lodging-house  for  travel- 
lers. 

Almighty  smash  (American).  The 
adjective  is  used  in  an  infinite 
variety  of  ways,  and  Lord  Lytton 
in  a  certain  measure  acclima- 
tised it  on  this  side  of  the 
water.  For  example,  he  speaks 
in  the  following  quotations  of 
almighty  tma^  (that  is,  a  state 
of  complete  demolition);  of 
**  driving  into  almighty  shivers  " 
(a  state  of  entire  collapse) ;  and 
of  "almighty  crack"  (that  is, 
without  ceasing — a  reference 
to  the  popular  crack  of  doom). 
These  phrases  are  thus  illustrated 
from  one  of  his  best  works — 

0 


fifi 
an 


My  .Wky/. 

'■The   '^z/^'aA-^'/'v.l.ilLtr,'  th.u   -rc.t  o:,- 

jt^ct  of  universal  devotion  throughout  our  U 

land    seems  to  have  no  genuine  devotees  s. 

m  these  peculiar  yUhig^"-tyasAi^on  A 

Almjn,  an  Anglo-Indian  word  ^ 
for  a  chest  of  drawers,  derived 
from  the  Hindustani  olm&rs  and 
the  Portugese  almario.  Old 
English,  amhry,  a  cupboard, 
Cliche;  Italian,  omorfio;  Latin, 
omnaria, 

Alsatia  (common),  synonymous 
with  low  quarter.  The  higher 
Altatia  was  a  sanctuary  in  White 
Friars,  where  people  were  for- 
merly free  from  arrest  for  debt. 
The  lower  Alsatia  was  also  a 
Banctuary  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion,  and  was  situated  in  the 
Hint  in  Southwark. 

And  for  thU  ruin  the  gambling-housc  is  All 

»Jfl»nsible.    Huntley  is  but  one  of  the  -, 
«K>ti«nds  who  are  stripped  annually  of 

•J  they  p<Mses8  in  this  modem  Alsafia,  ^ 

Not  only  of  their  money,  but  of  their  health  h 
Md  of  their  happiness.-?:  Greenwod: 

AGamMin^Hiil.  ^^ 

Whitefriars,  adjacent  to   the   Temple,  ^ 

then  well  known  by  the  cant  name   of  h 

Alsaha,  had  at  this  time.  anH  fnr  n-.,^u. 
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Aiiiali(Anglo-Izidimn),awet-niine. 
Portngnese  ama,  Oerman  amaM, 
a  none. 

A  io«t  of  sood-natured  hotuekeqier-like 
bodies,  wlio  talk  only  of  ayahs  and  «»v«^, 
and  bad  nii^  and  bahies,  and  the  advan- 
taces  of  Hodgson's  ale  while  they  are 
nnning;  seeming,  in  short,  devoted  to 
suckling  foob  and  dironiding  small  beer. — 
LeUgrfrmm  MadrtUt  YuU  mitd  Burmitt 
A^gU^mdimm  GUntuy, 

In  pidgtD  English  it  has  the 
same  signification : — 


My  lo6k-«ee,  one  asmU,  t'at  mmmk  has 
got  one  peoee  fittce  fatUtmei  chilo,  wat 
loolt4e«  allo-same  -dbe  Japaaee  mtckky, 
I  askce  mmmk,  "How  modi  yon  sdlom 
my  that  one  pteoee  cottoT"— TVIf  Smmey 

Amandi,  mende,  men  (gypsy),  we ; 
amende,  a  m€»  dui^  we  two. 
"Jfisa  tn  sar  amandi,  mftn  se 
tiashno'/  —  "Come  with  ns; 
don't  be  afraid.' 


tt 


Ambassador  (nautical),  apxactical 
joke  performed  on  board  ship 
by  Jack  Tars  in  warm  latitudes, 
the  Tiotim  being  ducked  in  the 
wash-deck  tub,  and  sabjected 
to  other  indignities  {jLdmiral 
Smflh\,  Sailors  of  other  nations 
indulge  in  similar  jokes  whtti 
crossing  the  equator. 

Ambia  or  ambeer  (American),  a 
euphemism  for  salivated  tobacco 
jnioe,  the  result  of  chewing. 
Bartlett  says,  "The  word  is  a 
comption  of  af^ber^  to  which 
it  bears  a  slight  resemblance  in 
ookmr,  manifesting  certainly  a 
delicacy  of  expression  wbich 
boffden  upon  the  poetical." 


The  word  asttbim^  as  generally  nsed  at 
Princeton,  which  largely  represents  the 
solid  South,  is  not  applied  to  saliva,  but  to 
the  intensely  strcmg  nicotine,  or  thick  brown 
substance  which  forms  in  pipes.  I  have 
always  supposed  that  it  is  merely  a  South- 
em  variation  of  amber^  which  exactly 
represents  its  colour. — N0U*  by  C.  G, 
Lelamd, 

Ambidexter  (obsolete),  a  banister 
who  acts  as  a  cpunsel  for  both 
parties.  Also  a  blackleg  who 
shares  with  both  parties  at  the 
gaming-table,  or  on  the  race- 
course. 

Ambnsh  (American),  a  nickname 
for  the  scales  nsed  by  grocers, 
coal-dealers,  Ac.  So  called  be- 
cause they  are  always  "  lying  in 
weight." 

Ameen  (Anglo-Indian),  an  Arabic 
word  am^,  meaning  a  trust- 
worthy person,  but  applied  by 
the  English  in  India  to  several 
kinds  of  native  ofOicials,  nearly 
all  reducible  to  the  definition 
of  jute  eommii^ariut.  It  is  also 
applied  to  native  assistants 
in  land  surveying.  —  YvU  amd 
Bumdl:  Anglo  -  Indian  €flo§' 
mry, 

"  Bengalee  dewans,  once  pore,  are  con- 
verted  into  demons ;  ameens^  once  harm- 
less, become  tigers. — Ptterttm^  Sptech  in 
ikt  Nii  DurpoH  caxtt  ibid. 

Ameer  (Anglo-Indian),  originally 
an  Arab  word  amin,  root  amr, 
signifying  commanding  or  a 
commander,  is  used  in' the  East 
in  a  very  general  way  for  digni- 
taries and  magnates. 
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Afften — Ampersand. 


Amen  (gypsy),  among. 

Amtn  a  shd  o'  Gorgiot, 
Jinas  len  Romany ; 
(Among  a  hundred  Gorgioti 
You'd  know  the  Romany.) 

—O.  PatUnm, 

Amen  chapel  (Winohester),  a 
service  on  "Com.  and  Ob." 
(which  see),  when  the  responses 
are  chaunted  to  the  organ,  and 
instead  of  the  ordinary  psalms 
and  first  lesson.  Psalms  145, 146, 
and  147,  and  Bcdes.  are  used. 

Amen  curler  (old),  a  parish  derk, 
from  the  response  so  frequently 
made  use  of  by  him. 

Amen  wallah  (military),  the 
chaplain's  clerk,  who  makes 
the  responses  in  the  garrison  or 
other  church.  The  suffix  loaZ- 
lah  is  the  well-known  Hindu- 
stani word  signifying  man  or 
person,  and  is  one  of  innumer- 
able instances  of  the  adoption 
in  our  army  of  Hindustjmi  terms, 
due  to  the  lengthened  occupa- 
tion of  India  by  British  troops. 

Amener  (old),  a  regular  amener, 
one  who  says  yes  to  everything. 

Amerace  (American  thieves* 
slang),  very  near,  within  call. 

Americanesses  (American).  This 
version  of  Amdricaine  has  begun 
to  appear  in  Western  news- 
papers. 

Tauintbo  "Americanesses"  Abroad. 
— Miu  Anna  £.  Klumpke,  who  has  been 
•tudying  for  many  years  under  the  best 
Paris  masters,  can  now  be  ranked  among 
the  first  American  portrait  artists.      She 


raceiTod  an  "Hooouimbk  Mantioa"  in 
last  year's  Salon  for  her  portrait  of  her 
•ister.  Dr.  Klumpke,  whose  appointmait 
to  be  house  surgeon  in  the  Paris  hoqMtals 
created  no  little  smsarion  a  year  ago  in 
French  medical  circles.  Miss  Khu^ikc, 
the  artist,  u  now  in  the  Sooth  of  Fnmce 
finishing  a  portrait  of  Miss  Elisabeth  Cadj 
Stanton.— C/Ur^^  Tribu$te, 


Americanising;  (American). 
**  Amerieaniiing  a  peopliB,'*  <U)- 
cording  to  the  Rev.  J.  8.  Ghibel- 
man,  "consists  in  teaching 
them  the  English  language. 
After  this  come  sundry  minor 
virtues.  He  is  not  a  true 
American  who  deseoratea  the 
Sabbath,  who  yields  to  intem- 
perance, or  treads  down  the 
laws." 

American  shonlders  (tailars), 
shoulders  cut  broad  and  "  built 
up,*'  to  give  the  wearer  an  ap- 
pearance of  massiveness  about 
the  shoulder. 

American  tweezers  (thieves' 
slang),  an  i^^rument  by  means 
of  which.  ^  hotel  thief  is  en- 
abled to  open  a  door  fastened 
with  the  key  in  the  lock  inside. 

Ames  all  (old  slang),  within  amt% 
all,  nearly,  very  near. 

Aminadab  (cant),  a  jeering  name 
for  a  Quaker. 

Ammunition  leg  (army),  a  wooden 
leg. 

Ampersand  (American,  but  of 
English  origin),  the  seat  or 
hinder  part.      In   one  of   the 


Ampersand — Analt. 
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Crockett  almanaon  a  hunter 
speaks  of  a  bear's  ampenand. 
Derived  from  "  and  per  se  and/' 
thns  explained  by  Bartlett : — 

**  Two  generations  ago,  when 
Irish  schoohnasters  were  com- 
mon at  the  South,  this  expres- 
sion, equivalent  to  the  &  annexed 
to  the  alphabet  (meaning  &  per 
m  and,  to  distinguish  it  from 
Ac),  was  in  frequent  use." 

As  the  ampenand  came  at  the 
bottom  of  the  alphabet,  it  came 
to  be  at  length  associated  with 
the  fareeoh  itsell 

But  he  obwrved  in  apology,  that  it  (i) 
mi  a  lottor  yon  never  wanted  hardly,  and 
be  thought  it  had  only  been  put  there  "to 
SmA  off  th'  alphabet,  like,  though  ampus' 
tma  (ft)  would  ha'  done  as  well,"  for 
what  he  ooold  see.— (^wyj*  ^^^  •'  Adam 


A  shrivdled,  cadaTerotu,  neglected  piece 
of  dcfennity,  i*  the  shape  of  an  ezard  or 
an  gMperu'-oMiif  or  in  short  anything. — 
CJkmries MaeUtM:  TktMtmofikt  Worlds 

Ample  fonn.  Lodge  opened  by 
the  Grand  Master  in  person, 
••  Doe  Fonn "  by  the  deputy, 
"  Fonn "  by  other  mason  or 
penoo.  Also  used  colloquially 
for  the  "  correct  thing." 

Amputate  your  timber,  or  jtnx 
wahaipssf^  to  (common),  to  go 
away,  nm  off.  A  variant  of 
"  cot  your  stick,"  as  a  person 
who  cuts  a  walking-stick  from 
a  tree  or  hedge  previous  to 
starting  on  a  journey. 

A-mack  (Anglo-Andian),  from  the 
Malay  ostvl;  or  aaiai;,  to  nm 
f  Qrioasly  and  desperately  at  any 


and  every  one,  to  make  a  fari- 
ons  onset.  A  word  probably 
derived  from  the  Malay,  though 
there  is  some  reason  to  ascribe 
an  Indian  origin  to  the  term. 
Malayan  scholars  say  it  rarely 
occurs  in  any  other  than  the 
verbal  form  m^n^dmtiJb,  to  make 
a  furious  assault.  It  has  passed 
into  general  use,  and  is  often 
applied  to  any  one  who  sets 
himself  up  to  defy  popular 
opinions,  or  the  multitude.  The 
word  was  familiar  to  English- 
men two  centuries  aga 

Frontless  and  satire>proof  he  scours  the 

streets, 
And  runs  an  Indian  muck  at  all  he 
meets. 

—Dryden :   The  Hind  and  ifu 
Pmnthtr^  a.d.  1667. 

Satire's  my  weapon,  but  I'm  too  dis* 

creet 
To  run  a-muck^  and  tilt  at  alll  meet. 

— Pope:  Imitaium  o/Horac*^  A.D. 
1727 — Anglo-Indi€Ut  Ghtsary. 

To  run  atnock  is  to  get  drunk  with 
opium  ...  to  sally  forth  from  the  house, 
kill  the  person  or  persons  supposed  to  have 
injured  the  amcck^  and  any  other  person 
that  attempts  to  impede  his  passage. — 
CooKt  Vcyagt. 

Afflusers  (English  and  American), 
thieves,  who  formerly  used  to 
throw  snuff  or  pepper  in  a  vic- 
tim's eyes,  while  an  accomplice 
robbed  him,  under  pretext  of 
rendering  assistance. 

Anabaptist  (obsolete),  a  thief, 
caught  in  the  act,  and  doused 
in  the  horse  trough  or  pond. 

Analken  (tinker),  to  wash. 
Amdt  (tinker),  to  sweep,  to  broom. 
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Anava — Angdiferous. 


Anaya,  Anner  (gypsjr).  In  the 
common  dialect  dwiyer  or  hamnert 
to  bring,  fetch,  cany. 

''If  tute  11  asmer  a  tnulo  lermor 
mandy  11  pessur  Uf  " — "  If  yoa  will  bring 
a  quart  of  ale,  I'll  pay  for  it." 

Anchor  (nautical).  "  Bring  yonr 
a — e  to  an  ancAor,"  i.e.,  Bit 
down;  also  "bring  yourself  to 
an  anchor,**  a  common  phrase. 

"  Hullo,  Pet  I  .  .  .  brimgyamrt^U  am. 
maukor^  my  man."  The  Pet  aooordingly 
anchored  himself  by  dropping  on  to  the 
edge  of  a  chair.— C  BetU :  VgrdantGrum, 

'*  To  let  go  an  ofieAor  to  the 
windward  of  the  law/'  to  keep 
just  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 
Sailors  use  the  expression  "to 
heaye  itnchoirt*  meaning  to  go 
away. 

And  yet,  my  boys,  would  you  beliere  me  T 
I  returned  with  no  rhino  firom  sea  ; 
Mistress  Polly  would  never  receive  me. 
So  again  I  heav'd  tuichar—yOf  yea  1 
"C,  Dibdin :  Tkg  Good  Ski^  tfU  Kitty, 

Anchorage  (popular),  a  place  of 
abode.  The  term  explaining 
itself. 

Ancient  mariners  (Oxford  Uni- 
yersity  slang),  rowing  "dons" 
at  Oxford.  A  crew  of  dons  {vide 
Dons)  are  always  called  ancUnt 
mariners. 

And  don*t  you  forget  it !  (Ameri- 
can). This  common-place  ex- 
hortation, as  it  is  popularly  used 
and  forcibly  intoned,  illustrates 
the  fact  that  any  word  or  ex- 
pression, by  dint  of  repetition 
and  emphasis,  may  become  as- 
sociated with  humour  until  it 


seems  to  have  Bometbing  in  it 
beycmd  its  real  meaning. 

And  he  didn't  (tailors),  often  oaed 
to  express  the  belief  that  a  per- 
son has  really  done  something 
discreditable  in  spite  of  the 
attempt  to  prove  his  innocence. 

And  no  mogne  (tailors),  and  no 
mistake,  joking  apart.  Some- 
times it  is  used  as  an  interroga- 
tion, and  at  other  times  to  ex- 
press disbelief;  for  instance,  a 
man  may  be  relating  some  in- 
credible story,  and  an  auditor 
will  convey  a  world  of  meaning 
by. quietly  remarking,  but  with 
peculiar  emphasii,  amd  no  smj^im. 

And  no  whistle  (tailors).  This 
remark  means,  no  one  seems  to 
think  that  what  you  have  said 
applies  to  yourself,  bat  I  do. 

Andrew  Miller  (nautical),  a  man- 
o'-war;  Andrew  Miller* s  lugger, 
a  vessel  of  the  royal  navy,  is 
smugglers*  slang  taken  out  to 
Australia  by  the  convicts,  and 
is  used  by  accomplices  in  warn- 
ing the  smugglers  of  the  ap- 
proach of  revenue  cutters,  ^tc 

Anerjai  (gypsy),  over  against,  vis- 
d-vu.  Mungw6  is  also  an  obso- 
lete term  for  the  same. 

An  rikkerdas  stardy  tuutydl. 
To  akovo  kJLlo  Romany  ch&L 

—O.Delaben. 

Angelicas  (popular),  young  un- 
married women. 

Angeliferoua  (American),  a  word 
signifying  "  angeUo,"  and  first 


Angeliferous — Anglo-French, 
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used  bj  Bird  in  his  novel  of 
"  Mick  of  the  WoodB,"  in  which 
roaring  Ralph  8tackpole  fre- 
qnentl J  calls  the  heroine 
Madam  r* 


said  :    *'  Bless   yon,  my  lads  ; 
bless  yonl    Ton  know  what  I 


i» 


an- 


HcATeo,  ny  hyaren,  b  all  sorts  of  a 
^orious,  besAitifnl,  mmg§l(/ienms  place. 
Eye  liath  not  seen,  ear  hath  not  heard, 
it  hadi  not  entered  into  the  heart  of  any 
cratdcer  round  in  these  hyar  diggins  to 
oooodre  what  carryins^m  the  jest-made- 
perfect  hev  iq>  thar. — A  Hmrd-IVgsi  Str- 


AiiK<dt  altos:ether  (West  Indian), 
a  sobriquet  applied  to  those  who 
habitually  give  way  to  ezoessiye 
drinking. 

Angel's  footstool  (nautical),  an 
imaginary  sail  j<dingly  assumed 
to  be  carried  by  Yankee  vessels. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  square  sail, 
and  to  top  the  "  sky  sails,** 
"moon  sails,"  "cloud  cleaners,*' 
Ac.— IT.  CUHcRtMcU:  Saihrt* 


Aogd's  gf^  (nautical),  a  grace- 
fol  term  used  by  gallant  tars  to 
denote  female  attira 

Angel  suit  (tailors),  vest  and  jacket 
oombined^and  the  trousers  made 
to  button  to  the  bottom  of  the 
jacket.  It  is  now  a  thing  of  the 
past. 

Angel*s  whisper  (military),  the 
bugle  or  trumpet  call  for  de- 
faulters' drill.  It  sounds  from 
three  to  four  times  a  day,  and 
the  expression  is  undoubtedly 
eaphemistic ;  like  the  favourite 
expletive  of  the  sea  captain, 
who,  when  reproving  his  grew, 


mean. 

Anglaterra,  Anghiaterra  (gypsy), 
England. 

Angled  (billiards),  an  angled  ball 
is  one  that  is  so  near  the  edge 
of  the  pocket,  that  a  player  is 
prevented  from  playing  at  any 
other  ball  direct. 

Anglers  or  hookers  (thieves) 
petty  thieves,  who  steal  goods 
by  means  of  a  stick  with  a  hook 
at  the  end. 

Suffer  none,  from  far  or  near, 
With  their  rights  to  interfere ; 
No  strange  Abram,  niffler  crack, 
Hooker  of  another  pack. 
Rogue,  or  rascal,  finster,  maonderer, 
Irish  toyle,  or  other  wanderer ; 
No  diraberKlamber,  m$ifUr,  dancer. 
—Ainswortk :  Oaih  0/ikt  Cmntiftg 
Crew. 

Modem  French  thieves  call 
this  mode  of  purloining  "grin- 
chissage  au  bonlon/'  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  hook  is 
inserted  through  a  bolt-hole  in 
the  shutters.  Angler  is  a  very 
old  slang  term  (nearly  obso- 
lete) for  an  adventurer  or  catch- 
penny. It  may  be  found  used  in 
Breton's  "Wit's  Trenchmen" 
(159)  in  this  sense.  It  is  now 
also  applied  to  rogues,  who  at 
races  and  country  fairs  entice 
the  unwary  to  try  their  luck  at 
the  thimblerig,  prick  in  the 
garter,  three-trick-card,  Ac. 

Anglo-French.  Much  notice  has 
been  taken  of  late  of  English  as 
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Anotiy))ia — /Uiothrr 


AaoapaaL  (obBolete),  or  ineogmla, 
a  lady  of  the  demi-mandi  or  eyen 
qmori-<ie'mondef  oorresfxmds  to 
the  French  eoeoUe, 

The  carefully  sealed  envelopes  contain- 
ing  letters  from  fair  ammymas. — Buhuer 
Lyiton  :  Keiulm  Ckilling^ly, 

The  late  Mr.  H.  J.  Byron, 
the  playwright  and  actor,  in 
some  MSS.  annotations  to  a 
copy  of  the  "  Slang  Dictionary/' 
now  in  the  British  Mnseom, 
says,  writing  in  November  1868, 

that  "  Miss ,  said  to  have 

been  the  real  ^fiofiyma,  died  at 
Paris  about  that  time/'  Other 
synonyms  are  "pretty  horse- 
breaker,"  "demi-rep,"  and  the 
more  modem  "tart,"  which, 
however,  is  used  also  in  the 
sense  of  woman,  wife.  The 
lower  in  the  scale  are — mot, 
common  jack,  banter,  bed-fagot, 
shake,  bolker,  gay  woman,  nn- 
fortunate,  barrack-hack,  dress 
lodger,  &c. 

Another  acrobat  (mosic  hall),  for 
another  tumbler,  «.€.,  another 
glass  of  drink. 

Another  fellow's  (popular),  a 
slang  phrase  which,  like  most  of 
its  Idnd,  owes  its  popularity  to 
its  almost  indefinite  power  of 
application.  Thus  if  a  man  re- 
marks that  he  has  a  new  coat, 
he  is  asked  if  it  was  anotker 
fdUyu^t,  or  if  the  girl  with  whom 
he  is  in  company  is  not  the 
property  of  some  one  else. 

Whenever  you  meet  me,  I've  always  a 
joke, 

Another  fellah's. 


I  love  a  good  weed,  so  invariably  siuuke 

A  nothtrfelloKs. 
Round  into  the  Cri.  every  evening  I  slip, 
And  deep  in  the  pale  sparkling  bitter  I 

dip. 
And  when  I're  no  money  I  gentrally  sq) 
AnothtrftUmXt. 
Not  mine,  nor  jrours, 
Not  his,  nor  hers. 
No,  no — €mothtr/tOah*9, 
—Another  FelUk's  BaiUuL 

Another  gneas  sort  of  man  (old). 
The  expression  is  invariably 
applied  to  one  who  is  knowing 
and  "  fly,"  or  not  the  man  you 
take  him  to  be.  It  has  a  dose 
resemblance  both  in  sound  and 
meaning  to  the  Yiddish  ''cheaa" 
This  may  be  a  mere  coincidence, 
but  it  Is  certainly  of  English 
origin. 

He  has  been  a  student  in  the  temple 
these  three  years ;  tutother  guess  sort  of 
memy  I  assure  3rou. — Tom  U  Uffof  :  Mar 
dame  Tickle^  z68a. 

Another  lie  nailed  to  the  comler 

(American),  a  very  common 
expression  in  American  news- 
papers in  reference  to  detected 
slanders,  &c.  It  was  usual  in 
olden  times  to  nail  "  Bungtown 
(t.e.,  Birmingham)  coppers,"  and 
all  kinds  of  counterfeit  or  worth- 
less coins,  to  the  counters  of 
the  country  "  stores  "  or  shops. 
This  is  mentioned  in  the  "  Jack 
Downing  Letters.' 


tf 


"If  there  is  any  truth,"  exclainu  the 
excited  editor  of  a  North  Carolina  paper, 
'*  in  the  story  that  one  of  the  Chicago  An* 
archists  is  employing  hb  time  in  jail  u 
the  perfecting  of  an  invention  by  which 
clarionet,  equal  in  tone  to  the  best  in  t) 
market,  can  be  made  of  tin  and  sold  i 
fifteen  cents,  the  man  ought  to  be  hanf 
at  once."    Rest  etisy,  brother.     None 


Antagonise — Any  other. 
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ftJhe  coodanaed  AnurdiiaU  U  food  cooui^ 
^f  work  to  spend  hb  time  in  such  a  man- 
v»er.  The  story  has  doubtless  been  ctr- 
^ndated  for  political  effect.     An^tkgr  lU 

THhMg. 


(sporting),  to  act  as 
an  opponent. 

Dii^:1ey  Dell  sent  Jones  and  Brmtb  to 
Che  wickets,  whoe  they  were  mmiaigpmiud 
^mnih  the  kather  by  Alf  and  the  Yoong 
X%feoomenon.    Alf  threw  up  a  msidim. — 


(old),    knook- 


kneed. 


Aathopy  or  tantoiiy  pifif  (old), 
the  favoniite  or  smallest  pig 
in  the  litter.  To  follow  like 
St.  Anthony's  pig  meant  to 
follow  olose  at  one's  heels.  St. 
Anthonjthe  hermit  was  aswine- 
herd,  and  is  always  represented 
with  his  bell  and  pig. 

Antiiiioiiy  (printer's),  type. 

Aii^-ap  (Anstndian  and  Ame- 
rican), a  game  of  cards. 

^  As  they  ride  op,  a  lavage-looking  half- 
brad  boll  dog  ydps  hoarsely,  and  two  or 
diffee  sen  creep  out  from  underneath  the 
taipaulia  of  the  nearest  diay,  where  they 
hare  been  playing  anfy-u^  (a  favourite 
game  with  cards)  for  tobacco.  John  re- 
cognifcs  a  teamster  who  has  been  employed 
hy  himself:—/).  Slmdm, 

From  ante,  the  stake  with 
which  the  dealer  at  poker  com- 
mences  each  hand  before  deal- 
ing the  cazds ;  he  puts  up  a 
"  chip  "  in  front  of  him,  hence 
the  name.  Make  good  the  <viUe  ; 
the  dealer,  after  looking  at  his 
hand,  most  either  go  out  of  the 


game  and  forfeit  his  cmle,  or 
most  make  it  good  by  patting 
up  a  sum  equal  to  it,  so  as  to 
make  his  stake  the  same  as  that 
of  the  other  players.  Raitmg 
the  ante ;  any  one  at  the  time  of 
'*  chipping  in  "  to  fill  his  hand 
may  raise  the  oiUe,  and  the  other 
players  must  then  in  turn  make 
their  stakes  equal  to  the  maxi- 
mum so  raised,  or  else  must 
"  run  "  and  abandon  what  they 
have  already  staked. 

Anxious  or  inquirers'  meeHag 
(common,  but  of  American  ori- 
gin), an  after-meeting  held  dur* 
ing  a  "  reyival "  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  profess  "to  be 
anxiaue  for  their  soul's  salva- 
tion." Those  who  during  "  re- 
vivals" profess  anxiety  for 
<'  salvation  "  are  said  to  occupy 
"  the  (uunotM  seat." 

Anyhow  you  can  fix  it  (Ame- 
rican), however  you  may  try,  try 
as  you  may.  '*  I  don't  see  how 
you  can  convince  me  of  that, 
anyh4)W  you  can  fix  it." 

Once  on  a  drift  log  I  tink  I  see  an 

alligator. 
Scull  my  boat  roun'  and  chuck  him  sweet 

potater. 
I  hit  him  on  de  head  an'  try  fur  to  wix  it. 
Couldn't  fool  him  bad,  wotUdn't  tuikam 
Hxit. 

Den  I  up  wid  a  brick. 
An'  I  hit  him  such  a  Uck !  * 

An'  'twas  nuflKn  but  a  pine  log  upon  a  big 
stick. 
—Gumbo  Cuff^  a  Ntgro  BalUd^  1839. 


Any  other  man  (American).  This 
phrase  had  a  great  "  run "  in 
1 86a    If  a  man  became  prosaic. 
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Any  other — Apes. 


or  b^gan  to  "  diBcnrae,"  and  to 
nse  alternatiyeB  such  as  "  Brown, 
or  Jones,  or  Robinson,"  he  was 
promptly  called  to  order  by  the 
cry  "or any  o(A«r man."  It  was 
first  made  known  in  type  by 
Oharles  G.  Leland  in  a  comio 
sketch  in  the  New  York  Vanity 
Fair,  It  has  since  been  dis- 
ooYered  that  in  "Waverley" 
there  is  the  expression  **6if 
any  man  or  awy  other  man,** 

Any  racket  (rhyming  slang),  a 
penny  faggot. 

Anything  else,  not  dcing  (Ame- 
rican), a  strong  affirmation  gene- 
rally in  reply  to  a  question  as 
to  what  is  or  has  been  done  by 
a  third  party.  "Was  So-and- 
so  drunk,"  or  "  bad  tempered," 
or  "in  good  spirits?"  "He 
didn't  do  or  want  anything  eln" 
would  be  the  reply. 

Anywhere  down  there  (tailors), 
an  expression  which  comes  al- 
most simultaneously  from  every 
man  in  the  "shop"  when  any- 
thing is  dropped  on  the  floor. 
The  words  are  peculiarly  aggra- 
vating if  it  is  a  breakable  article. 

Apartments  to  let  (popular),  a 
term  used  in  reference  to  one 
who  is  not  over  bright,  whose 
head  requires  metaphorically 
some  furniture  to  fill  its  empty 
rooms.  The  French  have  a 
kindred  expression  for  a  man 
who  shows  signs  of  becoming 
crazy,  and  say  that  he  is  remov- 
ing his  furniture,  **il  diminage," 


It  is  related  of  the  oelebnitod 
Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan  that 
his  son  Thomas,  who  was  a  can- 
didate for  a  seat  in  Parliament, 
jestingly  declared  to  him  that 
he  had  no  decided  politioal  prin- 
ciples, that  he  was  inclined  to 
serve  the  party  which  would  pay 
him  best,  and  that  he  should 
put  a  placard  on  his  forehead 
inscribed  with  the  words,  "  To 
let."  His  father  replied,  "All 
right,  Tom ;  but  don't  forget  to 
add, 'unfurnished I'" 

Ape,  an  *' ape-leader "  is  an  old 
maid.  The  expression  oconrs  in 
**  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew,"  and 
is  still  common.  The  punish- 
ment of  old  spinsters,  it  was 
said,  was  to  lead  apet  in  Hades; 
whereby  two  equally  innocent 
beings  —  the  maid  and  the 
ape — were  equally  but  unjustly 
punished.  It  is  probably  an 
old  superstition  derived  from 
the  East.  In  India  and  China, 
certain  evil-doers  are  supposed 
to  carry  about  or  lead  in  hell 
certain  animals.  {Vide  Doo- 
Uttle,  "  China.")  "  To  say  an 
ap^i  paternoster,"  is  to  chatter 
indistinctly,  either  from  cold  or 
excitement.  The  expression  cor- 
responds to  the  French  *'dire 
des  patendtres  de  singe.* 


t> 


Apes  (Stock  Exchange),  a  nick- 
name for  Atlantic  first  mortgage 
bonds. 

If  anything  tickles  our  UkDcy, 

We  buy  them    "Brums,"  "Caleys,"  or 

— AtktH :  //(fuse  Scraps. 


Apollo  --Applr-pir. 
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Apollo  bunder  (Anglo-Indutn),  a 
well-known  wharf  at  Bombay. 
The  word  AjkXLh  ^^>eani  to  be 
a  Tttrj  cnziooB  change  of  the 
native  word  jpoUa  or  jxitttia,  a 
kind  of  fish,  to  that  of  a  Greek 
god.  Other  native  authorities 
derive  it  from  pd/,  a  fighting 
vessel,  Ac. — Angl<hlndian  CHot- 


ApopU  (gypsj),  onoe  more,  again, 
jet  again.  Kair  lu  apopU,  do  it 
again ;  antpOli^  back  again,  lit., 
••or  after." 


(University,  Cantab.). 
The  *'Gradiis  ad  Cantabrigiam  " 
sajB :  "  The  apotttet  are  the 
clodhoppers  of  literatnre,  who 
have  at  last  scrambled  through 
the  Senate  House  without  being 
plncked,  and  have  obtained  the 
title  of  B.A.  by  a  miracle.  The 
'  last  twelve  names  on  the  list  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts — those  adegree 
lower  than  the  oZ  roWol — are 
thus  designated."  The  apotUes 
axe  so  called  because  they  are 
twelve  in  number.  (Common) 
Mto  manoeuvre  the  apotUes,"  to 
bonow  money  from  one  person 
to  pay  another,  an  allusion  to 
the  expression,  "  Robbing  Peter 
to  pay  PauL" 

i^poetle's  Grore,  St.  John's  Wood, 
also  called  ''Grove  of  the  Evan- 
geUst.*'  Evilly  disposed  persons 
might  remark  that  the  place  is 
saintly  only  in  name,  as  in  some 
parts  it  corresponds  to  the  Rue 
Breda  of  Paris,  where  ladies  of 
the  demi-monde  and  even  quart- 
de-monde  dwell. 


Apple-cart  (popular),  the  human 
body.  The  term  is  in  keeping 
with  the  **  potato  trap,"  which 
does  duty  in  the  slang  vocabu- 
lary for  mouth  ;  the  "  bread 
basket,"  for  stomach;  "crum- 
pet," for  head,  kc.  To  the 
imaginative  powers  of  coster- 
mongers  we  probably  owe  the 
metaphor.  One  will  say  that  his 
appU-eart  is  upset,  meaning  that 
he  has  been  disappointed  by  the 
failure  of  his  plans.  (American) 
"  To  '  upset  one's  appU'Oart  and 
spill  the  peaches,*  means  to  ruin 
any  undertaking.  The  phrase 
was  orig^inally  American,  and 
had  peculiarly  this  signification 
Hotten*s  limitation  of  it  to  the 
human  body  was  all  conjecture 
and  fancy." 

Apple-dnrnpling  shop  (conmion), 
a  fat  woman's  exposed  breasts. 
The  French  argot,  with  more 
galanterie,  terms  the  same 
*'  oranges  sur  I'^tag^re." 

Apple-pie  bed  (general),  is  made 
by  untucking  the  sheet  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bed  and  doubling 
it  up,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of 
bag  half  way  down  the  bed  and 
thus  preventing  the  owner  from 
stretching  himself  at  full  length. 
A  common  trick  of  mischievous 
boys  and  g^ls  at  boarding- 
schools  and  elsewhere. 

Apple-pie  day  (Winchester  col- 
lege), the  last  Thursday  in  Long 
Half,  when  the  '*  men  "  get  their 
money  and  the  scholars  get 
apple-pie. 
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Apple-pie — Ard. 


Apide-pie  order  (common),  in 
regular  order.  "Order"  is  an 
old  word  for  a  row,  and  a  pro- 
perly made  apple-pie  had,  of 
old,  always  an  order,  or  row 
of  regularly  cut  "turrets,"  or 
an  exactly  divided  border.  Pies 
are  seldom  made  now  in  this 
manner  in  England,  but  in  rural 
America,  especially  in  New  Eng- 
land, they  are  still  common. 

I  am  just  in  the  order  which  some  folks 
— though  why  I  am  sore  I  can't  tell  yoo — 
would  call  »ppU-pi€,'—Ing9UMy  Lt^etuU* 

Apples  and  pears  (rhyming  slang), 
the  stairs. 

Application  (Irish),  name ;  a  cor- 
ruption and  penrersion  of  appel- 
lation. 

I  am  not  Aurora, 
Or  the  beauteous  Flora, 
But  a  rural  maiden  to  all  men's  view. 
That's  here  condoling 
My  situation, 

And  my  application  is  the  Colleen  Rue. 
—  Colktn  Ru€ :  Broadside. 

Appro  (trade),  a  contraction  of 
approbation.  " On  appro"  on 
sale  for  return.  The  term  is 
used  by  tradesmen  generally. 

Appropriation  (tailors),  garments 
taken  from  old  rejections  and 
worked  in  for  another  "  force," 
or  the  next  "supply"  for  the 
same. 

Apronstring-hold  (old),  an  estate 
held  by  a  man  during  his  wife's 
life. 

**  There  are  many  estates  like  leasehold, 
freehold,  and  copyhold,  but  a  man  least 
likes  the  apronsiring-koldS' 


AqiMi  pmnps^^faiii  (old)*  pump- 
water.  Termed  also  "Adam's 
ale,"  and  "fish  broth,"  for- 
merly,  when  people  with  weak 
stomachs  did  not  make  a  virtue 
of  necessity,  and  when  the  others 
only  "  pledged  "  themselves  in 
bumpers  of  old  Burgundy. 

A-ratti,  ariti  (gypsy),  by  night 

"  Oh  mandy  jins  mrdtti  to  kister  off  a 

-      t» 
gry  — 

*'  Oh  I  know  how  to  ride  a  hocse  off  fay 
night." 

Aich  (popular),  a  boat. 

I  goes  and  sneaks  a  mikket  and  a  lot  of 
lines  of  a  pal's  arch,—H,  Evam:  The 
Brighton  Beach  Loafer, 

Aich-cove  (thieves),  leader  of  mob 
or  party. 

Archdeacon  (Oxford),  the  Merton 
strong  ale. 

Aich  dell  (old),  the  wife  of  a 
headman  of  vagrants.  Termed 
also  "arch  doxy." 

Arch-duke  (American  thieves),  a 
funny  fellow. 

Arch-gonnof  (American  thieves), 
chief  of  a  gang  of  thieves ; 
termed  "  dimber  damber,"  "  up- 
right man,"  in  old  English  cant ; 
and  arthi'Zu^]^  in  the  old 
French  argot.  Oonnof  is  Yid- 
dish for  thief ;  Hebrew,  ganrf, 

Ard  (American  thieves),  hot ;  evi- 
dently from  ardent.  In  old  cant 
it  had  the  signification  of  foot. 


Ana — Arkansas, 
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k  (popular),  one  who 
ifeo  kitchens  to  steal. 
lefelaa  of  malefactors  go 
ppeUations  of  "prig» 
Qy  Grossman,  sneaks- 
nobar,  hooker,  flash- 
gwhnnter,  cross-cove, 
,  fogle-hunter,  stock- 
7-geiter,  tooier,  prop- 
4mfir,  dragsman,  bnz- 
MT,  bob-sneak,  bonn- 
-ptigger,  thimble-twis- 
conyeyancer,  dancer, 
■uunmer,  siff,  dram- 
»k,  bnttock-and-file, 
,  littlt  fnftkf*"*"!»-p,  mill- 
▼e  on  the  cress,  flash- 
der,  gleaner,  picker, 
itor,"  and  formerly  "  a 
low,  a  bridle-cull,  a 
a,  an  angler." — Bar- 
oiand  Slang, 

mlar),  a  jargon  cormp- 
aigne. 

pcan  kagne  of  Peace  and 
jnst  held  a  congress  at 
first  utting  was  very  noisy. 

i'  prefer  liberty  to  peace, 
to  mwi&i^t  " 

t  tOtffJX'd'f  V^  1>'^1^  beggar. 


;oL  According  to  Hot- 
is  a  Scotch  phrase 
f  "to  bandy  words." 
issible  that  it  has  a 
lerivation.  Bar-len  in 
s,  "to  talk  or  speak 
¥aj,'*  and  hargUu  is 
goes  about  in  misery 
sty,  perhaps  a  fluent 
ArgiA  is  the  popular 
itfon  of  et^— as  given 
Jnickly — a  word  which 


of  old  was  oontiniially  used  in 
argumentative  convemtion. 

Aristippiis  (old),  a  diet  drink 
much  in  vogue  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  century.  It  was 
nuule  of  saxsaparilla  and  other 
drugs,  and  sold  at  the  coffee- 
houses. 

Ark  (thieves),  a  boat  or  vessel. 
(Military),  a  box  in  the  barrack- 
room  used  for  holding  extra 
articles  of  a  man's  kit.  In 
America  a  large  boat  used  on 
rivers  to  transport  produce  to 
market. 

It  may  be  noted,  that  in  the 
northern  counties  the  large 
chests  in  farm-houses  used  for 
keeping  meat  or  flour  are  called 
arlcM,  Villon,  the  old  Frencli 
poet,  in  his  Jargon  Jobelin, 
terms  arqut  a  coffer  or  money- 
box, and  in  the  modem  French 
argot  "aller  k  Tarche"  means 
to  go  frequently  to  the  money- 
box, to  spend  one's  money  freely. 

Ark  and  dove  (masonic),  an 
American  degree  preparatory 
to  the  R.A. 

Arkansas  toothpick  (American), 
a  large  bowie  knife  which  shuts 
up  into  the  handle.  It  is  a 
piece  of  savage  irony  which 
thus  dubs  it,  as  the  blade,  which 
has  a  point  of  half  its  length,  is 
over  a  foot  long  and  two  inches 
broad. 

Straightway  leaped  the  valiant  Slingby, 

Into  armour  of  Seville, 
With  a  strong  At^kantas  toothpick, 

Screwed  in  every  joint  of  steel. 

—Btn  GmiliUr:  Amtrkmn  B^Urndt^  B. 
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Ark — Arsy-varsy. 


Ark  floater  (theatrioal),  an  aotor 
80  loaded  with  years,  that  he  is 
supposed,  through  some  effort 
of  the  imagination,  to  have 
made  his  d^ut  before  the 
"  floats,"  «.e.,  the  footlights  in 
Noah's  ark.  People  will  say, 
"You  must  have  oome  out  of 
the  ark,''*  or  "You  were  bom  in 
the  arie;"  because  jou  are  so 
old-fashioned,  and  ignorant  of 
current  events. 

Ark-man  (old),  Thames  boatman 
(Baumann). 

Ark-ruff  (old),  fresh-water  thief. 

Armpits  (old),  petty  larceny.  The 
term  has  been  imported  into 
Australia  by  the  ooDTiots.  Vaux, 
in  his  Memoirs,  says :  "  To  work 
under  the  armpitt,  is  to  practise 
only  such  kinds  of  depredation 
as  will  amount,  upon  conviction, 
to  what  the  law  terms  single 
or  petty  larceny,  the  extent  of 
punishment  for  which  is  trans- 
portation for  seven  years.  By 
following  this  system  a  thief 
avoids  the  halter,  which  cer- 
tainly is  applied  above  the 
armpitt"  Watches  are  stolen 
by  using  the  right  hand  under 
the  armpit  of  the  left  arm,  which 
is  put  across  the  breast. 

Armstrong,  Captain  (turf),  a  dis- 
honest jockey.  **  He  came  Cap- 
tain Armitrong'*  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  the  rider  puUed 
with  a  strong  arm,  thus  prevent- 
ing his  horse  from  winning. 

*Arrjt  for  Harry,  a  familiar  general 
term  for  a  young  costermonger 


dressed  in  his  beat  olothae  when 
taking  a  Sunday  walk  with  his 
young  woman.  The  correspond- 
ing word  for  the  young  woman 
is'*  Sarah  Jane"  or  "Jemima." 
The  Mrries  arealmostindigenoiia 
to  London,  are  generally  to  be 
seen  with  short  pipes  in  their 
mouths,  and  swarm  at  fairs  and 
races  and  other  places  of  pablic 
resort,  talking  slang  and  puff- 
ing tobacco  smoke,  and  if  not 
altogether  of  the  same  genns 
as  the  roughs  and  rowdies  that 
infest  great  cities,  are  little  re- 
moved from  them  in  manners, 
appearance,  and  conversatiozL 

'A  try  smokex  a  two-penny  smoke 

Oh!  poat'Arryl 
*Arrj^s  pipe's  enough  to  choke, 

Bad  boy,  'Arry! 
'Arry  thinks  it  very  good  fun 

To  puff  his  cheap  cigar 
Into  the  faces  of  every  one 

While  doing  the  la-di-da. 

—Ba/lad:  Hcmdo^  *Arryt 

The  female  ^Arry  is  sometimes 
called  an  **  'Arriet." 

As  an  inhabitant  of  Munster  Square,  I 
am  quite  content  to  gaze  on  the  *' green 
space,"  and  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  it 
become  the  rendezvous  of  the  'Arrit*  and 
*"Arriets"  of  the  neighbourhood.— rAr 
Echo, 

Arse-board,  the  hinder  part  of  a 
cart 

Arse  coolers  (vulgar),  a  term 
used  by  common  women  in 
speaking  of  dress-improvers. 

Arsy-varsy  (old),  topsy-turvy, 
heels  over  head. 

"  The  old  mare  pitched  him  mrty-vmrsy 
into  the  ditch." 


Artesian— 'Assay. 
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(Australian,  popular), 
Colonial  beer.  People  in  Oipps- 
Imnd,  Victoria,  use  arietian  just 
aa  Tawnanians  me  coMode,  in 
the  sense  of  '*beer,"  becanse 
the  mie  is  mannfactored  from 
the  celebrated  artaian  well  at 
Sale,  Oippsland,  and  the  other 
from  the  aucade  water. 

Aiifol  (popular),  a  word  of  wide 
application  to  intimate  trickery, 
aecrecj,  and  "  dodges." 

He'd  an  mr(/ia  little  bottle  on  an  mrt/kt 

little  shelf, 
He  was  not  *'a  Uttle  tSXiy,"  bat  a  irery 

knowing  eH 

—J/.  Admmt:  SUttrHm$mak, 

Artfnl  dodgers  (thieves),  lodgers ; 
fellows  who  dare  not  deep  twice 
in  the  same  place  for  fear  of 
arrest. 

Articfaoke  (American  thieves),  a 
low  and  old  prostitute.  It  is 
cnrions  to  note  that  the  French 
argot  has  the  term  eoswr  tTarii' 
cAaiil  to  denote  a  man  or  woman, 
of  a  highlj  amatory  disposition. 

Paillewon,  qnoi  I  canr  ^ariickautt 
Ccst  moo  geare;  on'  feuille  pour  tout 

r  monde. 
An  jour  d'aujoard'hui  j'gobe  la  blonde ; 
Apiis  d'  main,  c'est  la  bran'  qu'i  m'&uL 
-aU:  La  Must  a  BibL 

Article  (popular),  a  poor  specimen 
of  humanity;  also,  a  wretched 
animal. 

Articles  (American  thieves),  a  suit 
of  clothes ;  termed  in  the  Eng- 
lish slang,  "togs,  toggery,  clob- 
ber." 


Articles  of  virtue  (familiar)  (i.e., 
vertu),  virgins. 

Artistic.  It  is  a  common  error 
to  suppose  that  oHigtic  is  a 
synonym  for  beautiful,  symme- 
trical, or  attractive.  That  only 
is  artiitic  which,  being  made 
by  the  hand  of  man,  indicates 
direct  individual  character  and 
touch.  The  more  machinery  in- 
tervenes between  the  original 
pattern  and  the  mere  copy,  the 
less  art  is  there.  The  Sistine 
Madonna  is  truly  a  work  of  art, 
the  most  perfect  chromo-litho- 
graphic  copy  of  it  is  not  As 
used  by  many  tradesmen,  to 
indicate  their  cast  works, 
machine-sawed  furniture,  Ac, 
the  word  art  pr  ariittie  is  mere 
slang. 

As&r  Asarla,  asirlua  (gypsy),  thus, 
so,  in  this  manner. 

Ash  path  (running),  a  running 
path  formed  of  pulverised  cin- 
ders or  black  ash. 

Ask  bogy  (old  slang),  an  indecent 
evasive  exclamation  used  by 
sailors  when  not  wishing  to 
answer  any  question. 

Askew  (old  cant),  this  may  be  a 
corruption  of  eteudU, 

Asking  (turf),  a  jockey  is  said  to 
*'  ask  "  or  "  call  upon  "  a  horse 
when  rousing  him  to  greater 
exertion. 

Assay  (American  thieves'  slang), 
commence,  try  it.    From  the 

D 
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Assay-'^Aimospkire. 


expression  to  take  the  aasay  or 
euay,  to  taste  wine  to  prove  that 
it  is  not  poisoned.  Henoe  to 
try,  to  taste,  trial  or  samite. 
Shakspeare  nses  the  term. 

(He)  makes  vow  before  his  ande,  never 

more 
To  give  the  assay  of  arms  agminst  yoar 

migesty. 

^Hamlet, 

Asses  (printers).  See  Donketb. 
Term  used  by  pressmen  for  com- 
positors, by  way  of  retaliation 
in  calling  them  "pigs.**  The 
animal  creation  has  furnished 
a  variety  of  slang  terms  for 
French  printers  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  form  a  small  mena- 
gerie. Thus  a  compositor  is 
called  "mulet;  **  a  master  or 
foreman,  "singe ; '*  a  newspaper, 
**  canard "  (which  also  means 
false  news) ;  to  have  **  9ne's 
monkey  up,"  that  is,  to  be  angry, 
is  "gober  sa  cb^vre"  or  "son 
boBuf ,"  from  the  effect  produced 
by  the  horns  of  the  animal  in 
the  metaphoric  operation;  a 
letter  which  has  fallen  from 
the  form  is  termed  **  chien ; "  a 
creditor,  "  loup ;  *'  an  idle  work- 
man who  disturbs  others, "  ours." 
"  Poser  une  sangsue"  is  to  cor- 
rect one's  fellow-workman's 
work  in  his  absence.  The  Ger- 
man typos  say  that  one  receives 
his  "  herring "  when  he  gets 
dismissed  from  his  employ. 

Astern  (common),  behind,  in  the 
rear  of ;  from  the  nautical  term. 

Asti  (gypsy),  would  have,  have 
to ;    Mttf,  can,  possible  ;    aiti 


fi^itoanbe;  iiaji<fieili,UiBiiot 
poesible,  {.it.,  it  cannot  be. 

Astral  body  (theoiophist),  a 
phrase  borrowed  from  the  Bod- 
omcians,  and  used  by  FtoaoeLsos 
and  Van  Helmont.  It  signifies 
a  semi-spiritual  self,  whioh  goes 
forth  from  the  body. 

Then  there  is  the  astrai  My,  which  is 
a  nice  thing  to  have^  as  it  can  be  nade 
reqwnsiblfi  for  ail  the  doings  of  the  carnal 
body,  and  can  be  pressed  into  aenrioe  for 
any  occasion  when  the  latter  would  beef 
no  account,  even  to  the  materiaiinng  of 
strawberries  in  January,  or  crockery  at 
picnics  when  the  necessary  plates  and  cups 
have  been  forgotten,  lite  <mly  difficulty 
with  the  astral  body  is  its  unreliability. 
It  is  such  a  subtle,  slippery  thing  that  the 
owner,  unless  he  hangs  on  to  it  with  the 
utmost  tenacity,  u  apt  to  lose  it  jost  when 
he  most  needs  it,  like  the  Buddhist  in 
New  York  who  was  jailed  the  other  day. 
He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  depending 
upon  his  astral  body  for  the  materialisation 
of  coin  to  meet  his  expenses,  and  when 
arrested  for  obtaining  money  uhder  fidse 
pretences  could  only  defend  himself  by 
saying  that  he  had  lost  his  astral  body. 
As  he  could  not  show  that  he  had  taken 
any  pains  to  find  it,  and  had  not  even 
advertised  a  reward  for  it,  he  had  to  take 
the  same  penalties  that  are  imposed  upon 
those  who  have  no  astral  bodies  to  fidl 
back  upon  in  time  of  financial  emergency. 
— Chicago  Tribune, 

Atch,  hatch  (gypsy),  to  remain, 
^  stay. 

"  Sa  mandy  hatched  to  kOr,  my  rye"— 
"  So  I  stayed  to  fight,  my  outtter.** 

Atmosphere  (American,  Boston), 
a  new  slang  phrase  of  society 
and  literature  thus  explained 
by  an  American  journal : — 


"  The  cant  of  the  day  is  the  wocd  ( 
phert,  which  has  displaced  *tooe.'    When 
people  tried  to  be  exquisite  they  qpoke  of 


AUtmy  —Attorn^. 
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sht  ttuM  of  a  novel,  a  dab,  or  a  ponoo. 
If ov  it  n  mimtM^ktrg,  A  city  it  add  to 
Iwvt  a  peculiar  «/M»|^iA#yv  iii4en  its  peoplo 
«ad  tbdr  customs  seem  peculiar  to  tbo 
Such  words  are  very  ooovenient 
people  have  nothing  particular  to 
ij,  sad  mean  to  say  it  impressivdy.** 


.Atomj  (popular),  a  small  or 
defonned  person.  Varied  some- 
times to  an  "  abortion." 

'J^tnidk  (gypsy),  afraid. 

"  An  whenever  the  faavol  podartd  he  WM 

mirMsk  he'd  pd  a^lay  pr<   the  shinger- 

ImUas  o'  the  gOro"— "  And  whenever  the 

wind  blew  he  was  afraid  he  would  fdl 

dbwa  00  the  boras  of  the  bnlL"— 71# 

At  tiuit  (American),  meaning 
something  in  addition  to,  an 
inteasive.  Said  to  haye  origi- 
nated in  Pennsylyania,  and  to 
be  a  translation  of  the  German 
tfotv.  "She  is  beaatiful  and 
rich  mi  ikiai;'  "  She  is  old  and 
ng^y  of  lAiU.'*  It  is  also  used 
npon  a  yariety  of  occasions, 
without  reas(m  or  necessity. 

"Now  then,  Mirter,  drinks  all  round, 
and  cobblers  tU  that:'— Note*  on  Ctmadn, 

He's  got  a  scolding  wife,  and  an  ugly 
one  mi  ikMi.—BartUtt 

The  MisaisBippi's  a  mighty  big  drink — 
and  a  muddy  one  mi  ikmi. — itUmt. 

The  practice  with  one-half  of  the  New 
Yorkers,  of  moving  on  the  first  of  May,  is 
an  awful  custom,  and  foolish  ai  thai. — 
Mmjmr  Dtmnimf, 

In  Australia  one  talks  of  dear 
at  tkait  weak  at  thai,  &c.,  some 
snch  word  as  "  rate"  or  **  price  " 
being  understood. 

So  weH  drain  the  flowing  bow], 
Twill  not  jeopardise  the  soul, 
For  it's  only  tea  and  weak  »t  tkmt. 

-'KHgkly  GoMlekild:  Tkg  Old 
Ftlt  Hmi, 


Attic  (popular),  the  human  head« 
to  be  "  queer  in  the  ottie,"  to 
be  intoxicated  or  cracked.  A 
somewhat  similar  term  in  the 
French  slang  is  "  grenier  k  sel.'* 
The  synonyms  are,  "knowledge* 
box,  tibby,  costard,  nob,  nut, 
chump,  upper  storey,  orum* 
pet." 

Attleborough  (American),  sham. 
Sham  jewellery,  from  the  town 
of  Attleborough,  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  much  imitation  or 
trashy  jewellery  is  made. 

Attorney  (thieves).  The  term  is 
applied  to  a  cunning  fellow,  or 
at  least  one  who  passes  himself 
off  as  such;  cleyer  in  getting 
round  people,  or  turning  diffi- 
culties {attorney f  French  d  tour- 
ner) ;  a  loafer  who  pretends  to 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  legal 
meshes  in  which  the  light- 
fingered  gentry  are  occasion- 
ally involved.  The  attorney  is 
always  ready  to  give  advice  in 
these  and  other  matters  for  a 
small  consideration  in  money, 
and  failing  that,  for  a  glass  of 
any  kind  of  "tipple"  at  the 
nearest  "pub.*'  This  distant 
relation  to  the  great  family  of 
"  limbs  of  the  law  "  hangs  about 
the  favourite  resorts  of  other 
kinds  of  "  practitioners,"  i.e., 
thieves.  He  is  considered  as  a 
shining  light  by  some,  as  an 
impostor  by  others,  but  what- 
ever the  case  may  be,  he  dis- 
tinguishes himself  from  the  real 
attorney  by  the  low  rate  of  his 
charges. 
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Attom^^Gtneral — A  uttt. 


Attomey-Genend's  devil  (legal). 
This  is  a  barrister,  who,  not 
being  a  Queen's  Ck>imsel,  is  ap- 
pointed bj  the  Attorney-General 
for  the  time  being  to  be  his 
"junior'*  in  Government  cases. 
He  is  always  one  of  the  best 
men  at  the  junior  bar,  and  as 
such  is  chosen  by  the  Attorney- 
General. 

Attory,  venomous,  from  adder, 
a  poisonous  little  serpent,  origi- 
nally spelt  and  pronounced  ad- 
dery,  Chaucer  in  the  *' Per- 
son's Tale"  speaks  of  aUry  anger; 
Anglo-Saxon  aUor,  poison. 

Auctioneer  (popular),  to  tip  him 
the  auctumeer,  is  to  knock  a 
man  off  bis  legs.  Derived  from 
the  saleroom  phrase  to  knock 
down. 

Audit  (Winchester),  the  day  on 
which  the  students  receive  their 
pocket-money,  called  also  "ap- 
ple-pie day." 

Audit  ale  (Cambridge),  very 
strong  ale  supposed  to  be  drunk 
on  audit  day.  It  is  peculiar  to 
Trinity  College.  About  two  cen- 
turies ago,  some  ale  was  brewed 
for  that  college  which  was  so 
strong  and  good  that  the  recipe 
was  preserved  with  care,  and 
the  ale  has  ever  since  been 
made  every  year  in  a  limited 
quantity.  Professors  and  un- 
dergraduates are  allowed  to 
purchase  a  certain  number  of 
bottles.  This  ale  will  bum  like 
spirits  when  thrown  into  the 
fira 


The  table  was  qpread  with  coffee,  a$$dii, 
devils,  omelets,  hare^iea,  and  all  the  other 
articles  of  the  buttery.— Omtda  :  Ntid  im 


Audlej  or  orderly  (theatrical),  a 
term  used  by  theatrical  show- 
men when  they  wish  to  abridge 
the  performance,  in  consequence 
of  there  being  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  persons  waiting  to  fill 
"  another  house."  The  manager 
or  parade  master  will  then  call 
out,  John  Orderly ! 

Auger  (American),  a  prosy  fel- 
low, a  bore. 

AuL  pre.  (Winchester),  an  abbre- 
viation which  stands  for  Prai- 
fectut  Avke,  that  is,  Prefect  of 
HaU. 

Auly-auly  (Winchester),  a  game 
played  on  "  grass  court "  on  Sa- 
turday afternoons  after  chapel. 
It  is  played  by  throwing  a 
small  cricket  hsdl  at  your  op- 
ponent. 

Aunt.  This  term,  as  used  in  the 
phrase  at  "  my  aurU*s"  in  a 
brothel,  is  obsolete.  The  old 
slang  of  the  Elizabethan  era, 
aunt,  had  the  signification  of 
a  concubine,  a  prostitute,  or  a 
woman  of  loose  morals,  or, 
worse,  a  procuress.  *  *  Mine  aunt 
will  feed  me,"  was  a  common 
phrase  at  one  time,  meaning  an 
agent  who  would  procure  virgins 
for  the  purposes  of  debauchery. 
Shakspeare  and  Ben  Jonson  use 
the  word. 


Aunt — Autem. 
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The  lark,  that  tirnt-lirrm  diants,— 
With,  hey  t  with,  hey !  the  thnuh  sod 

the  jay  :— 
Are  summer  tongs  forme  and  my  mmmtSf 
While  we  lie  tumbling  in  the  hay. 

— Skakspeart, 

The  more  modem  expression 
for  a  concubine— who  lives  in 
a  single  man's  house  without 
either  of  them  letting  the  world 
into  the  real  secret  of  the  con- 
nection—  is  "niece."  Thus 
many  rererend  gentlemen  in 
Catholic  countries,  whose  tows 
of  chastity  debar  them  from 
enjoying  the  sweets  of  pater- 
ni^,  are  fain  to  content  them- 
selTes  with  being  the  uncles 
of  pretty  "nieces."  A  eur^i 
niece  is  a  standing  joke  in 
France.  The  sons  of  the  Pope 
— if  these  high  ecclesiastical 
dignitaries  have  any,  as  they 
had  in  ancient  times  far  more 
frequently  than  in  the  present 
— are  called  "  nephews." 

To  go  to  "  my  atm<'«,*'  to  go 
to  the  privy.  The  expression  is 
nowadays  used  chiefly  by  girls, 
who  say  among  themselves,  "  I 
am  going  to  my  awnt"  or  "  I 
am  going  to  my  auntie* 


I* 


Anstmlianflag,  the  (Anglo- Austra- 
lian slang),  the  bottom  of  a  shirt. 
The  Australian  who  lives  up  the 
country  generally  wears  a  belt 
instead  of  braces,  the  result 
being  that  when  he  exerts  him- 
self, there  is  usually  a  great 
fold  of  shirt  protruding  between 
his  small  clothes  and  his  waist- 
coat, which  Englishmen  have 
called  in  scorn  tlie  Augtralian 
JLag,      The  Cornstalk  talks  of 


him  as  a  "  new  chum ; "  he  talks 
of  the  Cornstalk  as  "  showing  tAe 
Autirvlxan  fUig^* 

Australian  grip  (up  country  Aus- 
tralian), a  hearty  shake  of  the 
hand  (compare  Masonic  Gbip.) 
The  bushman  shakes  hands  very 
heartily — a  long  grip  with  the 
whole  hand,  following  three 
deep  shakes.  He  does  not  crush 
your  hand;  but  he  is  sarcastic 
about  the  "limp  shakes"  and 
"one-finger  shakes"  of  people 
•*  newly  out  from  home." 

None  the  less 
Was  he  a  graceful,  well-bred  hoet. 
But  he  was  hearty  in  accost, 
And  giving  the  Australian gri^ 
And  good  up-country  fellowship 
As  bushmen. 

—D.  B.  IV.  Siad€H :  A  Summtr 
Christmas. 

Aatem  or  autnm,  a  church.  This 
word,  which  is  of  the  oldest 
cant,  and  is  given  by  Harman,  is 
probably  the  Yiddish  a'ihoummet 
a  church  (tiJU  being  the  common 
term),  which  in  ordinary  con- 
versation would  be  pronounced 
ayUrn,  It  seems  to  have  been 
at  first  always  associated  with 
clerical  marriage,  and  as  in  cant 
Adam  and  Eve  are  terms  for 
husband  and  wife,  it  is  possible 
that  Aui€m  also  owes  some- 
thing to  Outem  or  Oudem,  as 
Adam  is  pronounced  in  Yiddish. 
Thoumme  or  tume  really  means 
the  forbidden  or  impure  (church). 
("  Unrein  verboten."  —  TkieU,) 
"A,"  or  "ah,"  is  the  vulgar  Yid- 
dish pronunciation  for  '*Ein." 
It  is  curious  to  note  that  in  old 
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Autem — Author, 


French  cant  a  church  was 
termed  entomb  or  erU^/U,  1^ 
being  Yiddish  for  church. 

Autem  bawler  or  aiitem-jet  (old), 
a  parson.  The  more  modem 
slang  has  the  epithets,  "devil 
dodger,"  and  "  sky  pilot." 

At  last  Job  explained  the  cause  of  my 
appearance,  viz.,  his  wish  to  pacify  Daw- 
son's  conscience  by  dressing  up  one  of  the 
pals,  whom  the  sinner  could  not  recognise, 
as  an  autem  btnoUr^  and  so  obtaining  him 
the  benefit  of  the  clergy  without  endanger- 
ing  the  gang  by  his  confession. — BuivHr 
LyttoH :  Ptiham, 

Autem  cackle  tub  (old),  conven- 
ticle, or  Dissenters'  meeting- 
house. 

Autem  otcklers  (old),  Dissenters. 
It  also  means  married  women. 

Oh  I  where  will  be  the  culb  of  the  bing, 

A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 
The  bene  morts,  who  sweetly  sing, 

A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 
The  aut€m<ackUrs,  autem  coves, 
The  jolly  blade  who  wildly  roves ; 
And  where  the  cnffer,  bruiser,  blowen. 
And  all  the  cops  and  beaks  so  knowin', 
A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 

—A  HufuLrtd  Strttdut  Hence. 

Autem  core  (thieves),  a  married 
man. 

Autem  dippers  or  dlTen  (old), 
Anabaptists,  from  the  custom 
of  dipping  or  baptizing  the  con- 
verts. 

Autem  divers  (old),  church  pick 
purses,  and  derisively,  tl;e 
churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor. 

Autem  goglers  (old),  pretended 
French  im>phet8. 


Autem  jet  (old),  one  of  the  in- 
numerable equivalents  f6r  a 
parson.  AiOiem^  a  church ;  /eC, 
black,  from  the  prevaiUiig  hue 
in  a  parson's  dress. 

Autem  mort  (old  cant).  A  legml 
wife,  whose  marriage  has  been 
celebrated  in  a  church.  It 
does  not  apply  to  marriages 
celebrated  by  "  hedge  parsons  ** 
on  the  highway,  as  rendered  me- 
morable by  the  lines  supposed 
to  have  been  given  to  a  pair  of 
gypsy  lovers  by  Dean  Swift : — 

"  Beneath  this  tree  in  rainy  weather, 
I've  joined  this  whore  and  thief  together; 
And  none  but  He  who  wields  the  thaoder 
Shall  part  this  whore  and  thief  asunder." 

The  autum'itttri  finds  better  qport 
In  bowsing  then  in  nigling. 
This  is  bien  bowse,  this  is  bien  bowse. 
— iP.  Bromt :  A  JevuU  Crew. 

Autem  prickears  (old),  a  gene- 
ral name  for  Dissenters.  (See 
Autem  Cacklkrs.) 

Autem  quaTen  (old),  Qnakais. 

Autem  qusTer  tub  (old),  a  Quakers' 
meeting-house. 

Author  baiting^  (theatrioal),  a 
sprightly  pastime,  invariably 
indulged  in  on  the  first  night 
of  an  unsuccessful  play.  The 
process  is  as  follows : — 

"  Firtt. — Set  your  trap,  and  catdi  yoor 
author.  In  order  to  do  so— call  lor  hia 
with  spontaneity,  and  apparent  enthuaiBaB. 

**  Second. — When  you  have  caught  luai. 
that  is,  as  soon  as  he  puts  his  head  before 
the  curtain,  go  for  him,  shout,  shriek,  ytll, 
bellow,  hiss,  emit  a  fiood  of '  obacurs  i 
from  fUthy  lips.* 


Av — Avast. 
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When  you  have  d^iaded  jounelf  to 
thekrd  of  the  lowest  standanl  of  hnmaaity, 
and  wben  yoa  hare  hwnhed  die  nalbrta- 
DBte  dnuBMUist  by  every  means  vrhidiToar 
IMadty  of  btaios  and  plemtndc  of  lone* 


pldc" 

At  (gyptj)*  oome;  avakdi,  oomp 
here.  Full  fonn  me  afovs,  1 
oome.  "If  tatell  av  akai 
mandyll  del  tute  a  horra**— 
"  If  jonll  come  here,  I'll  give 
yon  a  pemij." 

Av  my  little  Romany  did, 
Av  along  with  mansar ! 
Av  my  little  Romany  did, 
Koshto  si  for  mangoe.  • 

Avails,  profits  or  advantages,  ab- 
breviated into  vails,  is  the  gratui- 
ties given  bj  visitors  or  guests 
'in  great  houses  to  servants  for 
civilities,  attentions,  or  services 
rendered. 

Avast  (nautical),  a  sailor's  phrase 
for  stop,  cease,  stay.  Accord- 
ing to  Webster  a  corruption  of 
the  Dutch  lumd  vagt,  hold  fast. 
Some  etymologists  connect  it 
with  the  old  cant  term  "  bynge 
a  waste."  Others  ascribe  its 
origin  to  the  Italian  hada, 
enough.  This  derivation  seems 
plansiUe,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  French  worlcmen 
Qse  batia  with  the  same  signifi- 
cation  as  Xnglish  tars. 


Awmti  homnc  a  minatc,  Tom,  and 
vH  V^bt  our  pqies  and  gather  nwnd 
;  fHiat  do  you  say,  lad?— 


Sii$. 


"  Kg  satisfactory  explanation 
of   this   term,    which    oooturs 


in  the  oldest  English  cant- 
ing," says  C.  G.  Leland,  ''has 
ever  been  offered."  In  gypsy, 
watt  or  vait  (Hindu,  hatta  or 
hatt)  means  a  hand,  and,  as  in 
English,  it  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  using  the  hands  or 
being  ready.  Chiv  a  vatt  adoi  I 
means  exactly  in  Romany,  "  put 
a  hand  therel"  "be  alertl" 
It  is  equivalent  to  "lend  a 
hand ! "  It  will  be  readily  un- 
derstood that  the  injunction  to 
lend  a  hand  might  easily  be- 
come a  synonym  for  "attend 
therel"  "observe!"  or  "look 
out  I  "  It  is  to  be  remarked 
that  in  modem  English,  gypsy 
hatch  a  vxmgUh  /  means  "  stop 
a  bit  I"  or,  literally,  "stop  a 
thumb  1"  WongUh  is  a  cor- 
rupted form  of  angxutrin,  a 
finger  or  thumb,  and  it  seems 
to  be  a  synonym  for  a  bit  or 
small  piece,  because  a  digit 
forms  a  smaller  portion  of  the 
hand.  "  I'll  not  bate  a  finger's 
breadth  of  it."  Vattt  meaning 
a  hand,  appears  to  denote  a 
greater  extent  or  quantity,  e.^., 
"a  hand's  breadth  better,"  and 
is  sometimes  confused  with  dojC, 
meaning  a  great  deal.  An  old 
Yorkshire  song  says — 

"  Bat  Tom  got  the  best  of  this  bargain 
avasit 
And  came  off  wi'  a  Yorkshireman't 
triumph  at  last." 

Wright  gives  vaH  as  meaning 
a  waste  or  deserted  space.  In 
the  song  the  actual  meaning  is 
that  the  victor  beat  his  anta- 
gonist not  vatUy  but  by  a  little, 
or  "  by  a  hand,"  U..  "  barely," 
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Avasi — Awful 


as  the  snooeeding  lines  dearly 
prove : — 

**  For  though  between  dead  hones  there's 
not  mt$ch  to  choose, 
Yet  Tom's  were  the  beuer  by  the  hide 
and  four  shoes.** 

Avatt  in  old   cant  has  the 
signification  of  awaj. 

Avast  to  the  pad,   let  us  bing. — T. 
MiddUton :  Xoarinf  GirU. 

Ayeringf,  the  trick  of  a  beggar 
boj  who  strips  himself  and  goes 
naiced  into  a  town  with  a  false 
story  of  his  being  cold  and  rob- 
bed of  his  clothes,  to  move  com- 
passion and  get  other  clothes. 
This  is  called  averU  and  to  go 
an  avering, — Old  Manuicript  in 
tke  Lantdowne  OoUeetion^  quoted  in 
Wrighi'i  "  Arehaie  Dictionary:* 
The  word  is  evidently  gypsy, 
from  avcTf  to  come  or  go,  as 
further  appears  by  averii,  it  or 
0$  being  (as  is  common  in  Indian 
dialects)  a  suffix  to  form  a  noon 
{vide  Av). 

Ato,  Iwo,  aawo,  awali,  avail 
(gypsy),  yes.  Avali  is  rare  in 
England,  but  it  may  be  com- 
monly heard  in  Hungary. 

Lei  a  chQmer  del  a  chflmer 

j4vOt  dva/i  I 

Buti,  buti,  s2r  pa  tQte, 

Miro  kftmlo  zi. 
Take  a  kiss — give  a  kiss — yes — yes.    Many 
and  many,  all  for  you,  my  dear  heart. 

—Jeuut  Tuckey. 

Avoirdupois  lay  (old),  stealing 
brass  weights  off  shop  counters. 

Awake  (general),  on  one's  guard, 
warned,  put  up  to. 


"A  common  expresrion  of 
the  'family  people;'  thua  a 
thief  wUl  say  to  his  aooomplioe 
on  perceiving  that  the  pencil 
they  are  about  to  rob  is  aware 
of  their  intention  and  upon  his 
guard,  'Stow  it,  the  cove's 
avulre.'  To  be  awakt  to  any 
scheme,  deception,  or  design, 
means,  generally,  to  see  through 
or  comprehendit." — Frmm  Vaium^i 
Metnoirs, 

Awer  (gypsy),  but.  This  recalls 
the  German  aber,  but  it  is  pro« 
bably  only  a  form  of  the  affirma- 
tive atoo. 

Awful.  This  word  does  duty  in 
fashionable  slang  for  "very.** 
Girls  and  women  are  no  longer 
"very  pretty**  or  "very  hand- 
some," but  ** awfully  pretty" 
or  ^'awfully  handsome.*'  The 
expression  is  sometimes  varied 
into  "dreadfully.*'  An  awful 
shame  or  pity,  or  a  dioeadful 
shame  or  pity,  are  common 
expressions  both  among  the 
high  and  low  vulgar.  "An 
awfully  fine  day  '*  is  a  favourite 
expletive  among  young  and 
old,  but  especially  among  the 
young.  All  these,  and  count- 
less other  perversions  of  the 
word,  might  fitly  be  described 
as  awfully  destructive  of  the 
grace,  elegance,  and  purity  of 
the  English  language.  In  like 
manner  very  laughable  farces 
are  declared  to  be  gereamingly 
funny  or  excrueioUintjly  funny ; 
as  if  very  were  no  longer  an 
English  word. 


Awful — Ayrshires. 
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(in  polite 

•odety,  bot  ^iHien  he  does  he  Dever  faib 
CO  make  his  mark.     Only  a  few  weeks  afo 

he  was  inbodticed  to ,  and  that  efiia- 

lady  was  quite  duurmed  with 


**' I  think  him  ««^W^  nice,' she  sakl ; 
'  I  am  qmte  taken  with  him.* 

"  And  so  were  they  all,  until  a  rabseqoent 
ejcaminatioa  of  the  sideboard  disclosed  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  plate 
had  likewise  been  taken  with  him." 

The  Philadelphia  Press  qaotes 
^ti  channing  old  lady's  advice 
to  girls — very  exoellent  advice 
indeed,  to  the  sweet^faced  dam- 
sels who  are  making  their  first 
bows  to  society  this  winter. 
Firstly,  what  to  avoid : 

**  A  load,  weak,  affected,  whining,jiarsh, 
or  shrill  tone  of  voice. 

**  Eictzavagances  in  oonrersation — such 
phimscs  as  *amt^jr  this,*  'beastly  that,* 
'  loads  of  time,' '  dQn*t  you  know,'  '  hate ' 
for  *  dislike,'  &c 

"Sodden  enclamation  of  annoyance, 
sarprise,  and  joy — often  dangerously 
apptoAd&ing  to  female  swearing  —  as 
'bother!'  'gracKNisI '  *how  jolly  !'" 

Awkward  tqiuui  (military  and 
nautical),  a  squad  formed  of 
the  men  who  are  backward  in 
drill  instruction.  The  French 
hava  the  corresponding  term, 
"  Le  pdoton  des  maladroits.'* 


to   grind,   an   (American, 
political),  said  when  a  man  who 


has  some  pet  scheme  or  hobby 
of  his  own  in  view,  supporta 
another  who  may  in  the  future 
be  useful  to  him.  Such  man 
are  said  to  have  axu  to  grimd. 

Special  legislation  in  behalf  of  private 
interests  u  one  of  the  curses  of  this  country, 
otherwise  so  blessed  by  the  smiles  of  Divine 
Providence.  The  number  of  axt*  whidi 
are  taken  to  the  various  State  Capitols,  to 
be  ground  at  the  public  expense,  is  per- 
fectly enormous. — iVinv  V^rk  Trihmt, 

The  phrase  is  derived  from  a 
story  told  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
in  his  life.  Once  when  he  was 
a  boy,  a  man  who  wanted  to 
grind  an  axe  persuaded  little 
Benjamin  by  flattery  to  turn  the 
stone  till  he  was  utterly  weary 
and  his  hands  were  sore,  and 
then  when  it  was  done,  told 
him  rudely  to  be  off.  After 
this,  whenever  anybody  was  ex- 
tremely amiable,  the  great  Ame- 
rican philosopher  speculated 
whether  the  polite  person  had 
not  an  axe  to  grind. 

Ayah  (Anglo-Indian),  a  Hindoo 
nurse  or  lady's  attendant.  From 
the  Portuguese  ata,  a  nurse. 

AyrBhires  (Stock  Exchange),  is 
used  to  describe  Glasgow  and 
South- Western  Railway  stock. 
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Ba — Baboa-EngUsk. 


(fenian).  In  the  Fenian 
vocabulary  this  letter 
stands  for  a  oaptain. 

Bi  (gypsy),  brother, 
friend.  This  resembles  the  north- 
country  bor,  but  is  of  Hindu 
origin. 

Babblers  (sxK>rt),  ill-bred  hounds ; 
when  the  pack  is  questing  the 
babblers  frequently  open  without 
cause. 

Babelo-dye,  babalo-dye  (gypsy), 
grandmother. 

Babes  (trade),  the  "  small  fry ''  or 
lower  orders  of  "knock-out" 
men  who  are  bought  over  by  the 
larger  dealers  just  previous  to 
a  sale  coming  off,  and  who  for 
a  few  shillings  retire  altogether, 
or  promise  to  make  no  biddings 
while  the  lot  is  held  by  any  of 
the  other  party. 

Baboo  (Anglo-Indian),  from  the 
Bengali  and  Hindu  Bdba,  which 
is  properly  a  term  of  respect, 
like  Master  or  Mr.  Its  applica- 
tion in  this  sense  is  now  confined 
to  Lower  Bengal,  though  G.  P. 
Brown  states  that  it  is  also  used 
in  Southern  India  for  My  Lord 
or  Your  Honour.  In  Bengal 
and  elsewhere  it  is  often  used 
among  Anglo-Indians  with  a 
slight  savour  of  disparagement, 
as  characterising  a  superficially 
cultivated  but  too  often  effemi- 
nate Bengali.  From  the  exten- 
sive employment  of  the  class  to 
which  the  term  was  applied  as 


a  title,  in  the  oapadty  of  olnks 
in  English  offices,  the  word  has 
come  often  to  signify  a  natiTS 
derk  who  writes  BngUsh.— 
AngUhlndian  Qloimrg, 

"  Bat  Td  sooner  be  robbed  by  a  tal!  aaa 
who  showed  me  a  yard  of  sted. 
Than  be  fleeced  by  a  sneaking  AiA0w  with 
a  peon  and  bodge  at  lus  hedL** 

Sir  A,  C,  Lymii:  TTkg  OU 
Pindmru, 

Baboo -English  (Anglo -Indian). 
This  term  is  applied  to  the 
peculiar  English  whioh  is  rather 
written  than  spoken  by  the 
natives  in  India.  It  is  difficult 
to  describe,  not  being  specially 
ungprammatical  or  faulty  as  re- 
gards orthography,  and  yet  it  is 
the  drollest  dialect  of  English 
known.  It  is  most  hnmoroiis 
when  the  writer  has  made  him- 
self familiar  with,  let  us  say 
Shakspeare  and  the  Refertt^  the 
Bible  and  the  "Slang  Diction- 
ary," Artemus  Ward,  Milton, 
Punch,  and  the  "Polite  Letter 
Writer,"  and  then  contrives  to 
happily  unite  all  their  character- 
istics with  most  unexceptionable 
gravity  and  skilL  It  is  said  that 
a  converted  Baboo,  wishing  to 
combine  devotion  with  kindly 
feeling,  ended  a  letter  to  an 
English  lady-patron,  to  whom 
he  supplied  meat,  with  this, 
expression  :  "  Your  affectionate 
butcher,  in  Christ."  Of  late 
years  many  amusing  specimens 
of  Baboo-English  have  been 
collected  and  published.  There 
is  a  work  called  "The  Baboo 
and  Other  Tales,"  by  Augustus 
Prinsep. 
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BiUms — Back  block. 
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Bilms,  bawbnt  (gjpBj),  gnad- 
father.  ''Msndy  dikked  jer 
habui  a  chinnin  koehters  klliko 
adr6  lestis  tan" — "I  saw  jour 
grandfather  a  cutting  woods 
(making  skewers)  jesterdaj,  in 
his  tent." 

Bftbj-herder  (American  oowboj 
slang),  a  nnrse  for  an  infant. — 
C,  Ldand  Harruon :  MS,  Ameri' 
camiimt, 

Babj-psps  (thieyes),  rhyming 
slang  for  caps. 

Bacca^pipe  (popular),  old-fash- 
ioned way  of  wearing  whiskers. 
The  haeca-pipe  was  the  whisker 
curled  in  tiny  ringlets. 

Bach,  to,  batch,  bachlngf  (Ame- 
rican), from  the  word  bachelor. 
To  form  a  party  and  live  without 
women's  society  or  aid  in  the 
woods  or  by  the  sea-side.  The 
expenses  entailed  on  young 
men  who  mix  with  ladies  in 
society  at  the  watering-places 
in  America  are  great,  and  often 
out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
means,  the  natural  result  being 
that  bachelors  take  to  the 
forests  or  sea-surf,  and  hve 
in  tents,  enjoying  themselyes 
thoroughly  without  the  aid  of 
"  the  muslin,"  for  half,  or  quar- 
ter the  money  which  they  must 
otherwise  have  expended  on 
treating  ladies  to  carriages, 
jrdeps  and  cobblers  after  bath- 
ing, billiards  and  ten  pins,  ball 
tickets  and  suppers. 

Bmckinft  a  delightful  Westero  arotue- 
mem  wliacb  plenet  the  docton.    Never 


AocAf  Well,  it's  a  great  acbeme.  Can 
have  jost  what  your  appetite  cravei,  and 
at  a  nominal  price,  and  there  is  no  woman 
around  to  find  fault  and  comment  apoo 
the  lay«out.  Of  coarse  it  requires  judg- 
ment to  prorate  the  ingredients  essential  to 
a  fir»t-class  repast,  and  frequently  one  errs 
in  the  quantity  of  seasoning  necessary  to 
impart  a  palatable  relish  to  com,  tomatoes, 
string  beans,  and  succotash,  but  you  soon 
catch  on,  and  frequently  before  the  nit 
and  pepper  give  out.  .  .  .  Yes,  bmckhtg  b 
perfectly  delightful,  and  while  errors  may 
intervene  during  the  period  in  whidk  the 
dog  u  convalescing,  the  outcome  cannot 
be  other  than  satisfactory — to  resident 
physicians.— Ctfi^/trmia  Ntw^a^. 

Back  (general)  to  get  one's  fadfc 
up,  to  get  angry,  the  idea  being 
taken  from  a  cat,  that  always 
arches  its  hack  when  irritated. 
"Don't  get  your  hack  up," 
"Keep  your  hair  on,"  "Don't 
lose  your  shirt,"  are  synony- 
mous expressions  for  an  exhor- 
tation to  keep  one's  temper. 

Back  block  (Australian),  the 
country  outside  the  margin  of 
the  settled  districts. 

Like  the  brief  flight  of  a  sparrow  upon  a 

wintry  night. 
Out  of  the  frost  and  and  darkness  into 

the  warm  and  light, 
Is  the  advent  of  a  stranger  in  the  hmek 

blocks  out  West, 
Here  to-night,  and  gone  to-morrow,  after 
food,  roof,  and  rest. 
— Z>.  B.  W,  Sladen :  Out  West  im 
Queensland  {First  Edition  0/ 
AustraUan  Lyrics),        ^ 

These  haxk  blocks  are,  as  a  rule, 
grazing  country,  often  very 
poor,  let  to  the  squatters  (or 
gpraziers)  in  immense  tracts  at  a 
nominal  rent.  One  often  hears 
of  a  man  holding  a  thousand 
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Back  block — Back^handed. 


or  two  thousand  square  miles. 
Mr.  Fisher,  a  Soath  Austra- 
lian, recently  put  upon  the 
market,  in  the  northern  terri- 
tory of  South  Australia,  UoekM 
to  the  aggregate  of  thirty  or 
forty  thousand  square  zniles. 
In  very  remote  parts,  crown- 
lands  are  sometimes  leased  at 
sixpence  a  square  mile.  The 
two  greatest  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with  (besides  droughts  and 
floods)  are  "getting  up  stores," 
and  getting  to  market.  Cattle 
are  sometimes  driven  all  the  way 
from  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria 
to  Melbourne,  the  whole  length 
of  Australia,  for  sale,  and  some 
cattle  which  had  come  this 
journey  had  been  six  months 
and  three  weeks  en  route. 

Back-breakers.  According  to  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Chil- 
dren's Employment  Commis- 
sion, the  ganger  who  contracts 
to  do  the  work  hires  the  smallest 
and  cheapest  children,  select- 
ing the  strongest  and  most  will- 
ing of  the  gang  as  a  bctek-hreaker, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  set  an 
example  of  activity  to  the  rest 
and  "  put  them  along." 

Back-cheat  (old  cant),  a  cloak. 

Back-cloth  (theatrical),  scenes  in 
a  theatre  or  music  hall. 

The  back<l0th  \s  the  well-known  "  wood- 
land glade  "  that  Mr.  de  Pinna,  the  mana- 
ger, invariably  selects  as  the  scene  of  these 
combats,  and  three  rounds  are  fought 
under  the  Marquis  of  Queensberry  rules. 
— Evimng  Ntws. 


Back-door 

sodomy. 


(pqpolar), 


Backed  (old  alang),  dead,  with 
"  one*s  toes  turned  up.' 
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Back  end  (racing),  the  last  two 
months  of  the  racing  season. 

Lowestoft,  though  amongst  the  arrivak, 
shirked  some  of  his  engagements  last  hmck 
end, — Star. 

A  hack  ender,  consequently,  is 
a  horse  which  appears  on  the 
racecourse  at  the  end  of  the 
season. 

Lord  Bradford's  horse  evidently  Ukcs 
the  Doncaster  course,  and  he  is  undoubt- 
edly a  6acA  ender.  It  mu%t  be  for  these 
reasons  that  he  is  so  well  backed,  by  tlw 
public  be  it  understood,  the  stable  rarely 
making  any  sign  until  the  last  moment. — 
Sportittg  Times. 

Backers  (a  racing  technical  term), 
the  general  body  of  the  betting 
public  who  wager  on  horses 
winning,  in  contradistinction  to 
the  more  limited  society  of  the 
*'  ring  "  or  "  bookmakers,**  who 
bet  agaimt  horses. 

This  term  is  also  frequently 
applied  to  coal  carriers,  whip- 
pers,  or  heavers. 

Mr.  Dudley  Baxter,  M.A., 
states  in  National  Income  that  a 
coal  backer  is  considered  past 
work  at  forty. 

Back-s^ammon  player  (old),  a 
practiser  of  an  unmentionable 
vice.  Also  called  '  *  an  usher,"  or 
"gentleman  of  the  back  door.** 

Back-handed  turn  (Stock  Ex- 
change), having  made  an  un- 
profitable bargain. 


Backhanders — Back  seats. 
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(common),  one  who 
keepg  hack  the  deoanter  in  order 
to  hand  himself  a  second  glass 
before  he  passes  it.  Also,  a 
drink  ont  of  torn. 

Long  experience  hat  shown  us  that  to 
fjA  small  advaotages  over  as  gives  the 
Sootdi  so  mudi  pleasnre  ,that  we  should 
noc  think  of  grudging  them  the  mild  satis- 
fiwtion,  just  as  a  kindly  host  affects  not 
to  notice  a  valued  guest,  whO|  he  observes, 
always  helps  lumself  to  an  innocent  back' 
r. — Tkg  StUwdmf  Revitw, 


handicap  (mnning),  the 
process  of  revising  a  time  handi- 
cap, the  time  being  reckoned 
from  the  second  the  '*  limit 
man  "  is  sent  off. 

Back-honse,  or  backward  (com- 
mon), a  privy.  So  called  from 
being  usually  situated  at  the 
rear  of  house.  Soldiers  also 
call  it  "the  rear,"  from  asking 
leave  to  fall  to  the  rear  of  the 
company. 

Barking  or  tuniins:-on  (Ameri- 
can thieves*  slang),  a  very  usual 
kind  of  cheating,  by  which  a 
man  is  victimised  in  such  .a 
manner  as  to  render  himself 
liable  to  punishment. 


jump  (thieves),  a  back  win- 
dow. The  window  seems  to  be 
considered  by  thieves  only  in 
the  light  of  a  convenient  means 
of  escape,  hence  the  expression 
"jump." 

Back  mark  (running),  the  mark 
nearest  the  scratch — sometimes, 
of  course,  the  scratch  itself.    A 


man  is  said  to  be  "baokmarked" 
in  handicapping  when  the 
handioapper  sets  him  back,  or 
gives  him  less  start  than  he  has 
hitherto  had. 

Back  of  beyond,  the  (American), 
a  mythical  country  where  large 
fortunes  are  to  be  made — a  Tom 
.  Tiddler's  ground. 

I  sat  down  to  my  break£ut  on  the 
morning  of  the  seocmd  day  of  April  18S-, 
with  no  more  notion  that  I  should  find 
myself  at  dinner-time  that  day  at  sea, 
bound  on  a  voyage,  the  story  of  which  1 
now  propose  to  write,  than  1  have,  seeing 
that  I  am  come  in  safe^  home  again,  of 
setting  out  before  to-morrow  to  seek  my 
fortune  in  the  uttermost  part  of  the  mys- 
terious country  known  as  the  Back  0/ 
BeyaHd.^W.  A.  Paitm:  Down  the  /«- 

Back  scuttle,  to  (thieves),  to  enter 
by  the  back  way. 

Back-seam  (popular),  to  be  down 
on  one's  hack-Kom  is  to  be  at 
one's  last  breath. 

Back  seats  (American),  a  very 
common  slang  expression  signi- 
fying reserve  or  an  obscure  and 
modest  position.  It  originated 
in  a  saying  of  President  John- 
son in  1868,  that  "in  the  work 
of  reconstruction  traitors  should 
take  hatk  tecUs," 

General  Shelby  of  rebel  notoriety  says  :— 
"Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  at  St. 
Louis  and  everywhere  else  that,  while  the 
issues  of  the  war  are  past  and  forgotten, 
we  take  back  nothing,  and  there  is  no  use 
of  their  expecting  us  to  do  so." 

That's  true.  You  don't  even  take  iack 
teats.  In  the  Cleveland  variety  show 
every  man-jack  of  you  is  in  the  bald>headed 
row. — Ckicagfi  Trihtfu, 
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Backsheesh — Back  skUnase. 


**  For  my  put,**  remarked  a  hMuiaooMlyt 
even  tpoitively  dresied  young  man  in  the 
smoking-car,  **I  thbk  this  Graver  Cleve. 
land  is  getting  altogether  too  mach  atten- 
tion. ...  I  predict  that  in  two  months  he 
will  take  a  back  seat  as  it  were.  He  wiU 
discover  that  there  are  some  big  men  in 
this  country  beside  himselfl  This  ain't  no 
one-man  xxmxlXx^**— American  Humorist. 

Backsheesh  (Anglo-Indian). 
From  the  Persian  bakhMklUk^  a 
gratuity,  a  "  tip." 

What  an  honoor  to  think  that  I  am  to 
be  elevated  to  the  throne,  and  to  bring  the 
seat  in  Parliament  as  backsheesh  to  the 
S}i\XMn,—Thacken^ :  Pendetmis, 

Back  slangf  (^nstralian  convicts), 
the  going  stealthily  to  or  into  a 
place,  sneaking  into  it  Pro- 
bably taken  out  to  Australia 
by  the  convicts  transported 
thither,  though  it  may  have 
originated  there. 

(Thieves),  to  enter  or  come 
out  of  a  house  by  the  back 
door,  or  to  go  a  circuitous  or 
private  way  through  the  streets 
in  order  to  avoid  any  parti- 
cular place  in  the  direct  road, 
is  termed  back-slanging  it. — 
Vatuc'i  Memoirs.  Back  slang  also 
means  slang  produced  by  spel- 
ling words  backwards,  eg.,  **na/e\ 
ekom"  for  lean  moke,  "occa- 
bot "  for  tobacco. 

Bitck-slanging  is  quite  aristo- 
cratic up  the  country  in  Aus- 
tralia, where,  unless  it  is  a  formal 
visit,  it  is  almost  the  universal 
custom  for  any  one  of  any  rank 
to  drive  straight  into  the  stables 
of  the  house  he  is  going  to,  call 
for  a  g^oom  (or  quite  as  often 
a  boy)  to  take  the  horses,  and 
then  walk  round  to  the  house. 


Bsdc  slmn  (AnstraUan  oonvlotf 
slang),  a  ba<^  room,  a  \mck 
entrance.  FkobaUj  taken  out 
to  Australia  by  the  oonvieU 
transported  thither. 

In  ordinary  colloquial  Bng- 
lish,  back  dum  simplj  means  a 
**  back  street "  or  a '*  bad  neigh- 
bourhood," but  Vanx  in  his 
Memoirs  says  that  among  the 
Australian  lays  badk  dum  is  a 
back  room,  also  the  back  en- 
trance to  any  house  or  premises ; 
thus,  "Well  give  it  'em  on  the 
back  dum,"  means  "  Well  get  in 
at  the  back  door." 

Back  staircase  (popular),  a  de- 
risive term  for  a  bustle,  called 
by  maid-servants  "bird  cage,** 
or  •*  canary  cage."  Parisiaa 
ladies  had  formerly  the  un- 
assuming polisson,  superseded 
under  the  Third  Empire  by  the 
more  "  all  round "  crinoline, 
brought  into  fashion  by  the 
Empress,  and  which  became  so 
much  the  rage  all  the  world 
over  as  to  be  worn  even  by  Afri- 
can belles,  whose  sole  adom- 
•ment  it  frequently  was.  Eng- 
lish girls  of  the  lower  classes, 
who  could  not  afford  to  procure 
the  "  real  article,"  would  affix 
wooden  hoops  to  their  petti- 
coats. Scoffing  Parisians  now 
term  the  modem  "  dress  impro- 
ver " — so  elongated,  painfully 
pointed,  and  almost  horixontal 
— "  un  lieutenant "  (a  pun  on 
"  tenant  lieu  de  ce  qui  manque  ") 
"  nuage  "  (*'  parcequ*il  cache  la 
lune,"  lune  being  slang  for  the 
posterior),  and  "  volapuk.*' 


BgcksUtin — Badgeer. 
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Rf  fciliii*  liilliwnce  (oommoii), 
a  dispanging  term  for  ooenlt, 
inflnanoe. 


m 

Tlwre  is  00  rale  of  the  senrioe  so  strict 
tbat  it  will  not  yiehl  toiwKisrteirr,  orocher 
iaflncooe.— TVwM,  April  26, 1888. 

Back  talk  (popular),  no  lack 
Udk^  i&,  ipeaking  frankly. 

Back-tommy  (tailors),  a  piece  of 
cloth  used  to  coYer  the  stays  at 
the  waist 


(American) ;  going 
back,  retreating,  eating  on^'s 
words;  to  take  the  haek4raek, 
to  recede  from  one's  poedtion. 

The  fint  lav  of  self-preservatioii  has 
admonished  Mr.  Douglas  that  he  has  gone 
as  fitf  in  the  davery  ooooessions  to  the 
Sooth  as  he  can  possibly  go,  and  that  if  he 
voold  save  himself  at  home  he  most  take 
the  hmck-track.—Ntw  York  Htruid,  De- 
tbo'  a6, 1837. 


I  turned   to   Mac  and  said,  "  Come, 
Mac,  what's  the  use  of  fooling  ;   come 

*<  No  Atfc^/Fwob,  Texas.   Ill  stay  here." 
— J?.  Morley:  The  Western  Avemus, 


np  (public  schools),  to  call 
oat,  as,  for  instance,  when  a 
praefect  requires  a  fag. 


(tailors),  the  man  working 
inmiediatelj  behind  the  speaker. 
The  term  is  much  affected  by 
"  slop  cutters." 


(common),  the  body;  "to 
saTO  one's  (oeoa,"  to  escape  a 
eastigation;  "to  baste  one's 
Aoam,"  is  to  strike  one ;  (theat- 
rical), to  '*  poll  (MOtl." 
The  late  Mr.  H..J.  Byron,  the 


actor,  yery  popular  in  his  time, 
says  this  phrase  has  reference 
to  a  grimace  which  he  used 
to  make,  and  which  was  called 
pulling  a  bacon  face,  or,  in 
short,  pulling  haeont  but  the  ez« 
pression  is  not  in  general  use. 

Bad  break  (American),  an  out- 
break, outrage,  turbulent  con- 
duct. 

"Sam,"  he  says,  "you've  made  <»)e  or 
twohmdbrnUks  since  you've  been  in  town." 
— F,  Fremcu :  Saddle  and  Moecaan, 

Bad  egg  (popular),  a  rascaL 

There  is  some  philosophy  in  the  remark 
that  a  man  may  be  a  bad  egg^  and  yet  not 
be  a  nuisance  unless  he  gets  broke. — 
SparitMg  Times, 

The  term  is  used  in  America 
to  express  a  man  of  unsound  or 
doubtful  character.  It  became 
popular  about  1S49-50.  If  the 
corresponding  slang  term  existed 
in  China,  a  had  egg  would,  on  the 
contrary,  mean  a  very  honest 
fellow. 

But  one  gray-haired  old  veller  shmiled 

crimly  und  bet 
Dat  Breitmann  vould  provt  & /ad  egg  for 

dem  yet. 

— Ballads  o/Hans  Breitmaan, 

There  was,  however,  a  considerable 
feeling  amongst  others  there  that  he  was 
a  bad  egg,  and  they  even  went  so  far  as  to 
suggest  that  the  sooner  he  had  a  bullet  in 
him  the  better. — A,  SUeueley  Hill :  Prom 
Home  to  Home, 

Badge  coves  (old  cant),  persons 
existing  on  the  bounty  of  the 
parish. 

Badgeer  (Anglo-Indian),  from  the 
Persian    had-gir,    wind- catch. 


64 


Badger — Bad  man. 


A  contriyance  for  bringing  air 
down  into,  and  for  cooling  and 
Tontilating  a  house.  A  wind 
tower. 

Badger  (American  thieves),  a 
"  panel "  thief  (panel  being  pro- 
bably a  cormption  of  pannyt  a 
cant  word  for  a  house),  who  robe 
a  man  after  a  woman  has  enticed 
him  into  bed. 

In  schools  it  is  the  fate  of 
red-haired  bojs  to  be  nick- 
named after  this  animal.  (Na- 
val) ladger-\i%%t  the  fictitious 
Neptune  who  visits  the  ship  on 
her  crossing  the  line,  and  is  so 
called  from  his  badgering  the 
uninitiated.  Formerly  the  term 
was  applied  to  a  huckster  or 
retailer,  from  hadjuUUe,  to  carry, 
Latin  hajulare.  To  overdraw 
one*8  badger  is  slang  for  over- 
drawing one's  banking  account, 
a  play  on  the  expression  drawing 
the  badger. 

His  diecks  no  longer  drew  the  cash, 
Because,  as  his  comrades  explain'd  in 

flash, 
He  had  overdrawn  his  badger. 

— Hood:  Miss Kilmansegg. 

Also  applied  in  old  cant  to  a 
footpad  who  in  old  days  robbed 
persons  near  a  river,  subse- 
quently throwing  the  body  of 
the  victim  into  the  water ;  a 
common  prostitute. 

Bad  give-away  (American),  in- 
cautious betrayal,  lapsus. 

It  Was  a  bad givt-«nvay  when  a  temper* 
ance  lecturer  absent-mindedly  tried  to  blow 
the  foam  off  a  glass  of  water. — American 
Stwspaptr, 


Bad  haUpensj  (Anatralian  ocm* 
▼iott*  slang),  a  fruitless  etrand, 
noga  FtobaUly  taken  oat  by  the 
convicts  transported  thithiar. 
Vaux  in  his  Memoirs  sajs : — 

Wncn  a  man  has  bocn  ^pon  sny  araDdg 
or  attempting  any  object  whidi  haspnnred 
nnsncccsafnl  <Mr  impracticable,  he  will  nj 
on  his  return,  "It  u  «  had  kmijfemi^** 
— meaning  that  he  has  returned  as  he 
went. 

A  ne'er-do-well  is  called  a 
bad  halfpenny ,  because  the  ne'er^ 
do- well  of  the  i^unily  is  so  diffi- 
cult to  get  rid  of ;  he  is  said  *'  to 
'turn  up  like  a  bad  kaljjpetiny,'* 
because  imperfect  coins  are 
constantly  being  traced  back  to 
and  forced  back  on  the  person 
who  circulates  them. 


Bad  lot  (common),  a  person  of 
indifferent  character.  The  term 
seems  to  be  derived  from  an 
auctioneering  phrase.  It  is 
often  applied  to  girls  who  have, 
as  the  French  term  it,  *'la 
cuisse  gaie.*' 

The  girl  shuddered. 

"  1  always  thought  you  were  a  badUt." 
The  chorus  girl  was  trying  to  pluck  up  her 
courage. 

"  Well,  well — I  was  once  as  pretty  as 
3rott,  and  a  deal  prettier,  and  was  made 
more  fuss  with." ^ Ally  Sio^s  Hmtf 
Holiday. 

A  very  handsome  girl  she  may  be,  bat 
a  bad  lot,  as  her  father  was. — H.  D,  Black- 
more  :  Erema. 

Bad  man  (American).  This  has 
a  special  meaning  in  the  West, 
where  it  indicates  a  heartless, 
cruel  murderer.     Rowdies  and 


Bad  man — Baggage. 
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bullies  in  their  boasting  often 
defloribe  themselTeB  as  "hard 
had  men  from  Bitter  Creek." 

In  vain  he  bq^ged  fior  mercy.  Milton 
was  obdnraie,  and  reftued  to  be  moved  by 
the  woald*be  AmI  mam's  prayers.  He  led 
him  into  the  post  tied  up  like  a  brondu) 
steer,  and  the  jeers  of  the  dtizens  as  poor 
Dosy  shambled  past  them  on  his  way  to 
the  jail  were  the  death-knell  of  his  bad- 
ness. He  made  no  *'  John  Branch  plairs  ** 
after  this,  bat  attended  fiuthfuUy  to  his 
herd,  and  the  bare  mention  of  the  name 
oi  Mad  Milton  was  sufficient  to  keep  him 
quiet  whenever  he  forgot  his  defeat  and 
essayed  fht  rtlt  U  Sad  MaM,—Dtirmt 
Free  Press. 

"  Bad  man  "  for  a  erud  mur- 
derer is  indeed  a  yery  mild  waj 
of  patting  it.  If  the  euphemism 
were  carried  on,  a  murderer 
pnre  and  simple  would  probablj 
be  stjled  a  naughty  man. 

Bad  match  twist  (barbers),  red 
hair  and  black  whiskers. 

Badmiotoa  (prize  ring),  blood; 
properly  a  kind  of  claret  cup. 
To  "  tap  the  badminton,  or 
claret/'  is  to  draw  blood. 

BtLg  (common),  any  kind  of  purse 
when  empty ;  to  giro  the  bag, 
ue.,  to  disn^,  run  away. 

When  of  oof  they  had  bereft  him,  his 

own  tart  had  promptly  left  him, 

And  gone  off  with  some  one  else  upon 

a  drag. 

It  was  cruel  to  forsake  him;  but,  as 

settling  day  would  break  him, 

She  had  given  him,  quite  cheerfully, 

tbe^v-. 

— sporting  Times. 

(Printers  and  sailors),  a  vulgar 
term  for  a  pint  or  pot  of  beer ; 


**  Ck>me  and  have  a  hag  "  would 
be  a  form  of  invitation  given. 

B^ST*  to  (familiar),  to  steal  or 
seize. 

The  shameful  way  in  which  our  ships 
are  being  bagg^ed  without  the  slightest 
scruple  to  suit  private  ends  becomes  our 
wretched  system  of  naval  government  in- 
comparably. The  public,  who  have  to  pay 
the  piper  pretty  sweetly  for  the  Spithead 
pageant,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  look 
without  wonder  or  disgust  at  the  barefaced 
partiality  displayed  by  the  Admiralty  in 
appropriating  vessels. — Modem  Society. 

Also  a  phrase  in  conmion  use 
signifying  the  expansion  of  gar- 
ments by  frequent  wear. 

"  You  men  are  so  lucky,"  a  fair  maiden 
said, 
Discussing  the  question  of  dress, 
"  You're  ne'er  burdened  with  petticoats, 
corsets,  nor  shawls. 
Which  to  us  are  a  source  of  distress.** 

"  Yes,  I  know,"  said  a  youth  who'd  been 
waiting  for  this, 
An  argument  ready  to  seize — 
*•  What  you've  said  is  all  true,  but  there's 
one  point  you  miss. 
Your  pants  never  ^d^  at  the  knees." 

Baggage  smasher  (American),  a 
word  with  two  meanings.  The 
first  applies  to  men  who  hang 
about  the  railway  stations  to 
steal  luggage,  the  second  to  the 
railway  porters  and  others  who 
in  America  handle  trunks  and 
boxes,  &c.,  with  extraordinary 
carelessness. 

"  I  feel  depressed  to-night,"  remarked  a 
large,  downtown  trunk  manufacturer  to 
his  wife.  "  I  think  I  have  a  touch  of 
malaria."  "  I  fancy  it  will  soon  pan 
away,"  replied  the  lady,  without  mudi 
concern.  "  Why  don't  you  go  around  to 
the  Grand  Ontral  Station,  and  watch 
them  smash  baggage  for  an  hour.  That 
will  revive  you  I " — New  York  Sum. 

'    E 
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Bagged — Bags. 


A  London  thief  who  steals 
luggage  off  oarriages  or  cabs  by 
climbing  up  behind,  is  termed 
a  "  dragsman." 

Bagfged  (American  thieyes),  im- 
prisoned, **  scooped  in,'*  i.e., 
taken  in,  victimised. 

Bagfs^insf  (northern  counties),  nsed 
of  food  between  meals ;  in  Lan- 
cashire especially,  an  afternoon 
meal,  t.e.,  what  is  taken  about 
in  a  bag.  See  Cabpet  Bag- 
ging. 

Lancashire  adopts  the  whole-board  or 
partial-board  system  very  extensively.  The 
local  term  of  baggimg^  imi>liea  bread  and 
cheese,  or  pies  ;  and  there  are  all  the 
varieties  of  board  and  lodging,  dinner  of 
potatoes  and  bacon  with  butter-milk, 
iMigging'  in  the  forenoon  and  a/temoon, 
dinner  and  lunch,  and  rations  allowed  for 
women. — Chambers's  Journal. 


or  jockeying  the  orer 
(cricketers),  the  practice  of  bats- 
men  who  manage  their  running 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  get  all 
the  bowling  to  themselves. 

Bagman  (general),  a  commercial 
traveller.  A  name  formerly 
g^ven  to  conmiercial  travellers 
from  their  travelling  on  horse- 
back and  carrying  their  samples 
or  wares  in  saddle-bags ;  now 
used  only  in  a  somewhat  con- 
temptuous manner. 

The  late  lord  came  to  London  with  four 
post-diaises  and  sixteen  horses.  The  pre- 
sent lord  travels  with  five  bagmen  in  a 
railway  carriago.  —  W.   M.    Tkackeruy : 

Bagnio  (old),  a  bawdy  house. 


Bag  of  nails  (Americaii),  the  lama 
as  hurrah's  nest  or  whoore'i  nest 
Everything  in  oonfosion,  and 
topsyturvy.  The  sign  of  the 
Bag  of  NaSU  in  Kngland  has 
been  said  by  inventive  and 
imaginative  etymologists  to  be 
derived  from  "the  Baccha- 
nals." 

"  I  may  hid  as  high  m  yoor  pintle,  and 
make  yoo  squint  like  a  img  tf  nmUt^ 
rq»Ued  the  intruder,  "thoogh  you  nib 
OS  to  whit  for  it.*'— Osi  Mr  TtmL 

Bags  (general),  trousers.  Tbe 
synonyms  are  "kicks,"  "sit 
upons/*  "hams."  Sometimes 
rudely  called  "  bumbags." 

Then  the  throng  begias  to  ydl. 
But  I  scatters  'em  pellMnell, 
Be  their  clothing  manly  .^^^  or  lieaHk 
skirts; 
With  my  staff  I  goes  for  all, 
Both  the  big  'uns  and  the  small. 
For  I'm  bound  to  give  sich  rabble  tbair 
"deserts." 

— Funny  Foiks. 

**But,  hollo  I"  he  cried,  as  he  cai«bt 
sight  of  his  legs.  "Parsons  don't  wear 
tight  tweed  bags''  .  .  .  Jack  had  to  un- 
pack his  portmanteau,  and  get  out  hisevco- 
ing  inexptessibles.— CAoMiiryv^f /^vradL 

When  the  pattern  of  the  hai^t 
is  very  staring  they  are  called 
"  howling  6a^#."  The  syncmyxDS 
"unmentionables"  and  "inex- 
pressibles," though  g^nerallj 
used  jocosely,  must  have  been 
coined  by  people  with  indecent 
imaginations  who  think  more  of 
the  contents  than  the  oontainer, 
and  who  would  cover  with  petti- 
coats the  nakedness  of  statues 
or  -incase  the  legs  of  pianos  in 
' '  inexpressibles."  It  may,  how- 
ever, have   been   invented  by 


Bags — Baked. 
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ladies  who  will  blush  9>i  the  word 
chemise,  but  who  do  not  scrapie 
to  show  themselyes  in  public  in 
such  a  ^dcoUeU  state  as  to  sug- 
gest that  only  the  lower  half  of 
that  garment  has  been  retained. 
To  '*  have  the  hog9  qf"  is  to 
be  of  age  and  one's  own  master, 
to  have  plenty  of  money.  To 
baTO  the  hags  on  wonld  sorely  be 
a  more  appropriate  metaphor  in 
this  instance. 


,  to  take  the  (athletic),  to 
go  hare  In  a  paper  chase. 

Bib-ha  (tailors),  bronchitis. 

B*I,  by  (gypsy),  a  sleeve,  a  bough. 

Bail  (Australian  Blackfellows* 
lingo),  no,  not.  The  following 
is  a  specimen  of  the  pidgin- 
Knglish  stuffed  with  Blackfel- 
lows' words  used  by  the  whites 
on  stations  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  aborigines : — 


K' 


'  Too  much  btg4eUow  water,  6a£I  ply 
Oly^t'ooaM  op;  4mV  pind  (find)  him," 
ailfirm  ^»e  aboriginal,  adding,  however, 
tbe  qncslioo,  *'yoo  patter  potchnm"  (eat 


«  Yohi"  (jrn),  said  John,  rather  doobt. 
fqDj,  for  be  ia  not  anre  how  his  stooiach 
win  agra«  iHth  $he  stijipge  ne^— ^.  C. 


(Society),  to  give  leg  haU  and 
lanid  security,  a  phrase  for  run- 
ning away,  dacaminng. 

Baist  a  snarl  (tailors),  work  up  a 
quaneL 

Bait  finxichfister),  rage,  to  be  in 
a  teti,  or  in  a  '*9wot/'  to  be 


angry.    To  bait  a  lad  is  to  tease 
him. 

Bait-land  (nautical),  an  old  word, 
formerly  used  to  signify  a  port 
where  refreshments  could  be 
procured. — Admiiral  Smyth, 

Bik,  bacht  (gypsy),  luck.  A  very 
common  word.    BdkUdo,  lucky. 

*<Rya  del  mandy  a  panjer."  "What 
for?"  "  For  AaJk,"  "  For  bock,  kek— but 
mandyll  dee  it  to  tute  to  kin  a  cigarms." 

"MastergivemefiverCscenuX  "  "What 
for!"  "For Mi."  "  For  bock  (beer),  no 
— bat  111  give  it  to  yoa  to  bay  a  dgar." — 
GyPty  Notts  in  AmtrUa  (MS^ 

BaJce,  to  (Winchester),  to  rest,  to 
enjoy  "dolce  far  niente;"  (com- 
mon), to  fumigate  a  room. 

Baked  (Australian),  tired  out 
Slang  delights  in  puns.  Because 
meat  put  in  the  oven  is  said  to 
be  haked  when  it  is  "done,*'  a 
man  who  is  *'done  up,"  or 
"done,"  is  said  to  be  haktd.,' 
This  distinctly  "slang"  use  of 
ha^ctd,  is  quite  different  from 
haktd  in  the  sense  of  "  heated  " 
or  "  hot,"  in  which  even  ladies 
often  use  it.  In  the  English 
slang  only  "  half -teil^ecf "  means 
imbecile. 

Baked  Spanish  (common).  A 
Bjpaniik  means  a  large  Spanish 
onion. 

Maria  looks  very  nervous  like  at  this, 
but  told  me  afterwards  if  it  hadn't  been  as 
she  tried  to  forget  of  the  young  ntan,  and 
only  to  remember  there  was  tripe  for  supper 
and  a  MUd  S/amsAf  she'd  have  fainted 
ri^  dian  away-— ^sw.*  Mmdk  VitUimf. 
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Bakeh — Bakes, 


Bikelo  (gypsj),  himgiy.  ^'Shantn 
bskelo  ?  "—"Are  you  hungry  ?  " 

Baker  (American),  a  word  diB* 
covered  or  nnconsciouBly  in- 
vented by  the  Baron  B.  de 
Mandat  Grancey. 

We  got  there  without  unduly  exciting 
the  idle  curiosity  of  the  htUkert  around  us. 
In  America  they  call  the  habitual  man- 
about-town,  the  lounger— ^oirr.  I  leave 
to  a  more  learned  etymologist  than  myself 
the  care  of  discovering  whether  there  is  not 
in  this  term  an  ironical  allusion  to  the  way 
in  which  they  make  the  execrable  bread 
we  are  forced  to  eat  everywhere  in  the 
country.  —  Baron  E.  Mantiat  Grasucty: 
Cow-Boys  and  Colonels. 

The  writer  of  the  above  had 
heard  the  word  loafer^  and  having 
inquired  its  meanhig,  innocently 
translated  it  as  baker.  In  a  short 
time  haker  will,  perhaps,  be 
cnrrent  as  a  joke,  and  a  few 
years  hence  some  one  learned 
in  Americanisms  may  possibly 
declare  it  to  be  the  original  word, 
or  at  least  a  well-established 
American  term,  and  one  recently 
heard  by  him  in  America. 
(Winchester  College),  a  baker 
is  a  cushion,  generally  a  large 
green  one,  used  by  prefects  and 
by  boys  who  have  studies  of  their 
own.  The  name  i»also  given  to  a 
small  red  cushion  used  at  chapeL 
Formerly  it  meant  a  portfolio. 
A  **  bciktr  layer  '*  is  a  junior  who 
has  to  take  a  prefect's  baker  in 
and  out  of  hall  at  meals.  The 
term  was  probably  obtained  by 
punning  on  the  connotation  of 
the  word  loaf. 

Bake]>kneed  (workmen),  an  in- 
kneed   man,  one  whose  knees 


knock  together— the  positioii  in 
which  bakers  stand  to  knesd 
thehr  bread  tending  to  make 
their  knees  incline  inwards. 

His  voice  had  faix>ken  to  a  gmflbh 
squeak,  he  had  grown  blear-eyed,  kmher 
ktuedf  and  gummy. — Coleman:  Poeticml 
Vagaries. 

Baker-legg^  (see  Bakks-kveed). 

.  .  .  His  body  crooked  all  over,  big 
belly'd,  baker-itig'd.—Vkstrumge:  Li/t 
o/Msop. 

Baker's  dozen  (common),  thir- 
teen. Originally  the  London 
bakers  supplied  the  letailtts 
with  thirteen  loaves  to  the 
dozen,  so  as  to  make  sure  of  not 
giving  short  weight. 

About  a  3«isrr'«  <2mmi  of  oows  and  Cihrcs 
were  collected."— P.  Francis :  SmddU and 
Moccasin. 

To  "give  a  man  a  baker's 
dozen  "  is  to  give  him  a  good 
beating,  to  give  him  full  measure 
in  that  respect. 

Baker,  to  spell,  an  expression  for 
attempting  anything  difficult. 
In  old  spelling-books,  baker  was 
the  first  word  of  two  syllables, 
and  when  a  child  came  to  it, 
he  thought  he  had  a  hard  task 
before  him. 

If  an  old  man  will  nuury  a  young 
wife,  why  then— why  then — why  tha>— he 
must  s^ll  haktr.—Longfelhw :  The  Ntvt- 
England  Tragedies. 

Bakes  (American),  one's  original 
stake  in  a  game,  a  juvenile  term ; 
as  ••  *  I  will  stop  when  I  get  my 
bakei,*  said  by  a  boy  playing 
marbles"    {BarOeU),   in    refer- 
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ence  possibly  to  a  baker's  not 
always  getting  his  hake  safely 
out  of  the  OTen.  More  probably 
from  the  provincial  English 
6dbet,  marbles  of  baked  clay  or 
porcelain. 


(Winchester),  one  who 
bakes — ^that  is,  a  sluggard,  an 
idle  fellow  who  is  fond  of  lying 
down  doing  nothing.  (ProTin- 
oial),  a  cognomen  for  a  baker. 

Baktng-leaTe  (Winchester),  per- 
mission to  *'  bake  "—that  is,  to 
sit  in  a  study  or  "  pigeon-hole." 

Bakings-place  (Winchester),  a  sort 
of  couch  or  sofa,  an  important 
article  of  furniture  for  those 
who  delight  in  baking,  that  is, 
doing  nothing. 

Kkro,  bokro  (gypsy)»  a  sheep  or 
lamb ;  hakengro,  a  shepherd. 

Bal  (gypsy),  a  hair  (Hindu,  bal). 
Bdlia,  bailor,  hairs;  bdlnoi, 
hairy. 

Balaam-box  (printing  shops),  used 
by  compositors  to  designate  the 
receptacle  for  silly  paragraphs 
about  monstrosities  in  art  or 
nature ;  or  old  jokes  and  anec- 
dotes kept  in  reserve  to  lengthen 
out  pages  or  columns  which 
might  otherwise  remain  vacant. 
The  phrase  originated  in  the 
comparatively  remote  days  when 
newspaper  editors  were  some- 
times at  a  loss  to  fill  up  the  al- 
lotted space  at  their  command. 
No  snch  difiSculty,  however, 
oonfronts    them    in    this   age 


of  verbosity,  when  the  "gift  of 
the  gab"  is  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  proofs  of  states- 
manship, and  when  short-hand 
writers  supply  the  materials  for 
filling  and  overfilling  the  news- 
papers, by  full  reports  of  the 
speeches  of  vestrymen,  platform 
orators,  members  of  Ftoliament, 
and  worse  perhaps  than  all,  of 
windy  barristers,  doing  their 
utmost  in  courts  of  law  to 
make  guilt  look  innocence, 
or  vice  versa,  and  otherwise 
"darkening  counsel  with  vain 
words."  The  disease  that  afflicts 
the  printing-offices  is  no  longer 
that  of  "  atrophy,"  but  of  flatu- 
lence in  its  worst  and  most  per- 
sistent forms. 

An  essay  for  the  Edinhtrgh  RtvUw, 
in  the  old  unpolluted  English  language, 
would  have  bMn  consigned  by  the  editor 
to  his  6alaam'hasktt.  —  ffai/:  Modem 
EngUsk. 

Balaclava  day  (military),  pay 
day,  a  survival  of  the  Crimean 
war.  The  day  on  which  men 
having  got  their  pay  took  it 
down  to  Balaclava,  the  g^eat 
base  of  supply,  where  purchases 
could  best  be  made  from  sut« 
lers  who  had  their  hut  shops 
there. 

Balance  (American),  the  rest  or 
remainder  of  anything.  Bartlett 
says  that  it  is  "a  mercantile 
word  originally  introduced  into 
the  ordinary  language  of  life  by 
the  Southern  people,  but  now 
improperly  used  throughout  the 
United  States  to  signify  the  re- 
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mainderofathing.  The5a2ofice 
of  an  acoonnt  is  a  term  well 
anthorised  and  proper,  but  we 
also  frequently  hear  such  ex- 
pressions as  the  U^Umce  of  a 
speech,  the  halanct  of  the  day, 
&c."  It  seems  doubtful  whether 
halanee  can  ever  be  quite  correct 
unless  it  signifies  an  exactly 
equal  half. 

I  hit  on  her  affections  for  the  baioHCi  of 
the  season. 

■ 

Balbos  (university),  Latin  prose 
composition.  A  term  derived 
from  Arnold's  "  Latin  Prose 
Composition,'*  a  well  -  known 
text-book  in  which  BaJUm%  (who 
does  not  connect  in  his  memory 
this  odious  individual  with  the 
magister's  cane  7)  occurs  at  the 
beginning  of  the  exercises  and 
on  every  page,  sometimes  over 
and  over  again,  right  through  to 
the  end  of  the  book. 

Balderdash  (old),  a  term  applied 
to  adulterated  wine,  and  to 
senseless  talk  or  writing. 

Bald-face  (American),  new  whis- 
key. 

Bald-faced  shirt  (American  cow- 
boys), a  white,  t.^.,  muslin  or 
linen  shirt.  80  called  because 
hold-faced,  or  Hereford  cattle 
have  white  faces.  —  C.  Leland 
ffarriton :  MS,  Americanimt, 

Bald-faced  stag:  (popular),  a  term 
of  derision  applied  to  a  bald- 
headed  man. 


Bald-headed  row  (American),  the 
front  seats  in  the  pit  of  a  theatre. 
It  is  an  old  joke  in  the  United 
States,  that  whenever  there  is 
a  great  "  1^-pieoe,"  or  a  "  frog- 
salad  "  (».«.,  a  ballet  with  nnnsul 
opportunities  for  studying  ana- 
tomy), the  front  seats  are  alwvyft 
filled  with  veteran  roic/i,  or 
"  Uncle  Neds." 

Baldober  (see  Baldowsb),  a  direc- 
tor, or  leader.  In  Gennaa 
thieves'  slang  the  director  or 
planner  of  a  robbery,  who  gets 
a  double  share. 

Baldower(Tiddi8h),  head-speaker. 
One  who  conveys  information;  a 
spy.  Connected  with  this  are 
baldowem,  to  direct,  plan,  spy, 
lurk,  observe  (in  Dutch  slang 
baldoveren),  also  baldorer,  a  spy 
or  traitor. 

Bales,  a  little  drive  with  (popu- 
lar) ;  Bales  is  the  policeman  who 
superintends  the  Black  Maria, 
or  prison  van. 

I  was  fined  forty  shillings,  bat  not  forty 
pence 
Had  I  in  my  pocket  to  pay, 
So  into  the  plice  van  soon  handled  was  1, 
But  to  Ba/€s  I  ming  all  the  way. 
—Ok^Mn'tlkmnHfadmy,    Btrimi, 
MaHborowgk  Strut, 

Bale-Up  (common),  an  equivalent 
of  "  fork  out,"  that  is,  pay,  give 
the  money  instantly,  a  phrase 
imported  from  the  Australian 
bushrangers. 

Ball  (prison),  prison  allowance ; 
six  ounces  of  meal ;  a  drink.  A 
haU  of  fire  in  popular  slang  Is  a 
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glass  of  biandj,  in  allusion  to 
the  fieriness  and  pungency  of 
the  .wretchedly  bad  spirit  sold 
as  brandy  to  the  lower  classes. 

Ballad-basket  (old  cant),  a  street 
singer. 

Ballast  (common),  money.  Some 
of  the  slang  synonyms  for  money 
were  or  are — "Oof,  ooftish, 
stumpy,  muck,  brass,  leaver, 
blont,  needful,  rhino,  bustle,  cole, 
gilt,  dust,  dimmock,  feathers, 
brads,  chinks,  pieces,  clinkers, 
stuff,  clumps,  chips,  coin,  shek- 
els, corks,  dibbs,  dinarly,  horse- 
nails,  gent,  huckster,  mopusses, 
palm  oil,  posh,  ready,  Spanish, 
rowdy." — Barrire  :  Argot  and 
Slang, 

A  rich  man  is  said  to  be  well- 
baUasUd.  A  man  is  said  to 
"lose  his  haUait"  when  his 
judgment  fails  him,  or  when  he 
becomes  top-heavy  from  conceit. 

Ballooning  (Stock  Exchange). 
When  stock  is  increased  to  a 
figure  far  beyond  its  real  value 
it  is  said  to  be  hailooned,  and 
the  operation  by  which  this 
is  effected  is  called  ballooning. 
The  means  by  which  this  result 
is  attained  are  cooked  or  other- 
wise favourable  reports,  ficti- 
tious sales,  and  so  on. 

Ballooning^  it  (American),  exag- 
gerating, indulging  in  bounce, 
pulling  the  long  bow.  It  is 
said  to  have  originated  in  a  story 
of  a  man  who  boasted  that  he 
had  f  onght  a  duel  in  a  balloon 


and  brought  down  his  adversary, 
balloon  and  all.  But  this  was 
a  veritable  occurrence,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  St.  Jameii  Gazette 
of  August  5,  1887— 

"  Since  General  Boulanger's  conditions 
are  unacceptable  to  M.  Ferry,  and  as  the 
usages  of  duellists  seem  conflicting  on  thb 
subject,  perhaps  these  eminent  men  might 
try  a  duel  on  the  very  reasonable  condi' 
tions  agreed  on  by  M.  de  Grandprtf  and  M. 
le  Pique  in  Parb  in  1808.  These  gentlemen 
having  quarrelled  about  a  lady,  agreed  to 
have  it  out  in  balloons,  each  party  to  fire  at 
the  other's  balloon  and  try  and  bring  him 
down.  A  month  was  taken  to  build  two 
similar  balloons ;  and  on  a  fine  day  the  pair 
ascended  with  their  seconds  firom  the  Tui- 
leries  gardens,  armed  with  blunderbusses. 
When  they  were  about  half  a  mile  up,  and 
some  eighty  yards  apart,  the  signal  was 
given,  and  M.  le  Pique  missed.  M.  d« 
Grandpr^,  however,  made  a  successful 
shot,  and  his  opponent's  balloon  went 
down  with  tremendous  rapidity,  both 
principal  and  second  being  instantly 
killed — much  to  the  satilhction  of  the 
spectators." 

Balls  (popular),  "  to  make  halU  of 
it,"  to  make  a  mistake,  to  get 
into  trouble. 

Balls'  all  (popular),  all  rubbish. 

Ballnm-rankum  (old),  a  ball  where 
all  the  dancers  are  thieves,  pros- 
titutes, or  other  very  degraded 
persons,  as  in  the  "buff-ball,"  in 
which  both  sexes  join  without 
clothing. 

Bally  (society),  a  word  in  use 
among  the  young  men  of  the 
present  day  to  emphasise  a 
speech.  Coined  by  the  Sporting 
Timet,  from  the  Irish  word 
"  bally-hooly."     It   is   mostly 
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nsed  as  a  eaphemism  for 
"bloody."  Of  the  same  class 
are  "dam  it!"  ''by  gollyl" 
"  great  Scott  I  " 

"  Oh,  that's  b rot  I "  quoth  the  dis- 
dainful Chiderdoss,  who  byway  of  a  change 
had  both  backed  and  tipped  the  right  'un. 
"  Who  interfered  with  him  !  " 

' '  Why,  the  balfy  winner,  of  coarse  I 
Didn't  he  get  in  front  of  him  ?  " 

And  then  sundry  sad  and  silent  men 
faded  away  into  the  Rainbow,  and  got  in 
front  of  several  drinks. — SporHn£  Timts. 

Ballyrag  (Oxford  University), 
a  free  fight  in  jest.  This  is 
an  old  word  that  has  been  in 
use  at  least  a  hundred  years — 
spelt  also  bullarag.  The  con- 
clusion of  a  big  "wine"  {vide 
Wine),  is  often  a  wholesale 
ballyrag  or  tnilSe,  always  carried 
on  in  good  temper  (personal 
violence  in  a  quarrel  is  practi- 
cally unknown  at  Oxford).  To 
ballyrag  a  man  is  to  mob  him 
and  play  practical  jokes  upon 
him,  to  hustle  him.  To  ballyrag 
a  man's  rooms  is  to  turn  them 
upside  down,  to  make  **hay" 
of  them. 

Dear  Muriel,— I  always  was  rather  a 
toff;  but  when  I  tell  you  that  this  bloom* 
ing  house  has  become  perfectly  beastly  ^  I 
know  you  will  pity  the  poor  old  bounder. 
I  have  been  rotting  all  day  in  the  library, 
but  even  hallyragging  has  lost  its  charm. 
A  sweep  or  a  smug  would  be  a  relief,  but 
there  is  not  so  much  as  a  plunger  to  be 
seen  nor  a  mug  to  speak  to.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  miss  you  most  awfully, 
and  I  write  to  say  that  if  you  wpuld  come 
to  my  diggings  for  a  little  while  it  would 
be  perfectly  rippin. — Your  affectionate 
uncle,  G.  E.  C. 

P.S. — ^That's  where  the  joke  comes  in. 
—Tkt  Culture  of  the  Misses :  The  St. 
James's  Gazette. 


(Common),  to  bully,  to  make 
a  kick  up  or  riot 

None  of  your  flaring  up,  and  bmlfyrag' 
ging  the  people  t!oovx.—Ed9mntd  YaUs  : 
Tht  Rock  AhuuL 

The  word  is  a  corruption  of 
bullyrag,  to  threati^  bully, 
hustle.  "  Bully  "  is  a  provin- 
cialism for  a  riot.  It  may  be 
noted  that  in  Yiddish  balhe  and 
rag  mean  a  riot,  a  fight,  and 
rage.  BahU'rag  would,  in  fact, 
be  a  roaring  row. 

Balm  (old),  a  falsehood. 

Balmy  (common),  sleepy,  from 
balmy  (lit.,  soothing)  sleep  ; 
weak-minded,  dull,  easily  im- 
posed upon,  mad. 

The  people  in  our  alley  call  me  Salvatioa 

Sally, 
Since  I  have  been  converted,  but  I  try 

to  bear  the  load, 
They  say  I  must  be  halmy  to  go  and 

join  the  Army, 
That  leads  you  to  salvation  in  the  White* 
chapel  Road. 

—Saltfation  Sa/fy. 

The  expression  is  much  in 
feivour  with  thieves. 

I  had  hardly  got  outside  when  he  carae 
out  like  a  man  Balmy. — HorsUy  :  fottimgs 
from  Jail. 

Among  convicts  to  "  put  on 
the  baXmy  stick  "  is  to  feign  in- 
sanity. 

There  was  always  a  number  putting  on 
the  **  baJmy  stick"— or,  in  plain  terms, 
feigning  insanity.  Nobody  in  prison  be- 
lieves in  brain  disease.  Every  lunatic  b 
accused  of  "  putting  it  on,"  and  is  punished 
for  it.  There  are  always  a  doxen  or  so  in 
the  balmy  ward. — Evening  News. 
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To  be  a  Utile  bit  *'iatey  in 
one's  cmmpet*'  meanf  to  be 
slightlj  GiBxy.  The  synooymB 
aie  '*  to  be  touched,"  "off  one's 
chump,"  "  wrong  in  the  upper 
storey,"  *'to  have  rats  in  the 
upper  storey,"  "  a  tile  loose," 
"half-baked,"  "dotty."  To 
"goftolmy"  signifies  to  go  mad. 

'*  Ah,"  said  Tom  Carletoa  rabaeqaently 
to  the  TaleiMtcher,  "  oone  o'  my  kids  ever 
go  htUmtj^  orer  flowen  or  the  Academy ; 
ghre  'em  ice  cream  and  BnflBdo  BiU— chat's 
thebnstDess!** 

To  have  a  "  dose  of  Msijf," 
or  a  "wink  of  the  ioZmy,"  to 
sleep. 

As  it's  rather  late.  111  try  and  get  a  wink 
or  two  of  the  hmlmy.—CkmrU*  DicAms : 
OU  Curiasity  Sk^. 

Bilo,  bilor,  bawlor  (gypsy),  a 
pig- 

•'  Oh  I  jftssed  to  the  ker 
An'  I  tried  to  mang  the  bdUr^ 
Tried  to  mang  the  mfillo  bAlar 
When  I  jftssed  to  the  ker  "~ 

"  I  went  to  the  hoose  and  I  tried  to  beg 
the  pig,  tried  to  beg  the  dead  pig  when  I 
went  to  the  house." 

Policemen   are    also  called 
hdlor,  or  "  pigs"  in  gypsy. 

Baloras  te  (an')  yoru  (gypsy)* 
bacon  and  eggs ;  jforof ,  eggs. 

*'  Ballovas  an'  yotas, 
Ballovas  an' yoras, 
A'  the  rye  an'  the  rftni 

A  pirryin  ftp  the  drom  " — 
"  Ob  I  the  eggs  and  bacon, 
Oh !  the  eggs  and  bacon. 
And  the  gentleman  and  lady 
A-walking  up  the  way." 


Balsam  (thieyes'  slang),  mon^. 
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It  was  no  great  qatds,  Jim— only  six 
flimseys  and  three  beans.  But  I'm  flash  of 
the  balsam  now,  and  I  ain't  fanked  to 
flash  it."— JVrtv  York  Slang  Dictiotuuy. 

—I.e.,  "  There  wasn't  much  money,  Jim 
— only  six  notes  and  three  sovereigns.  But 
I've  plenty  of  money  now,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  to  show  it." 

Also  impertinence,  impudence. 

Balwar  (Anglo-Indian),  a  barber. 
This  is  an  amusing  instance  of 
native  blending  of  balwala  (hair- 
person,  capillariui)  with  the 
English  word. 

It  often  takes  the  further  form  boAmr, 
another  fictitious  hybrid  shaped  by  the 
Persian  bttridan^  to  cut ;  gi*osif  hair* 
cutter. — Anglc-lttdian  Glossary. 

Bam  (old),  facetious  humbug ; 
"to  bam"  was  to  impose  on  a 
person  by  means  of  falsehood ; 
also  to  chaff  and  poke  fun  at 
any  one. 

Bamboozle,  to  (common),  to 
cheat,  to  delude,  to  humbug. 

Fair  ladies  attend  i  and  if  you've  a  friend 
At  court,  don't  attempt  to  bamboczU  or 

trick  her ! 
Don't  meddle  with  negus,  or  any  mixed 

liquor ! 
Don't  dabble  in  "  magic  ! "  my  story  has 

shown, 
How  wrong  'tis  to  use  any  charms  but  your 

own. 

—Ingoldsby  Leiends. 

In  the  language  of  sailors,  to 
hamhoodt  has  the  meaning  of 
to  decoy  the  enemy  by  hoisting 
false  colours. 

This  word  has  been  a  stumb- 
ling-block to  all  the  etymologists 
who  have  attempted  to  grapple 
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with  it  "It  is,"  says  the  Dio- 
tionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable, 
"a  Chinese  and  gypsy  word, 
meaning  to  dress  a  man  in  bam- 
boos to  teach  him  swimming." 
As  the  gypsies  never  had  inter- 
course with  China,  and  as  the 
explanation  is  utterly  unintelli- 
gible and  irrelevant,  the  etymo- 
logy must  be  reckoned  imagi- 
native, to  say  the  least  of  it. 
"Hotten,  with  others,  credits 
hamhoozU  to  the  gypsies;  as 
hamhkoma  is  Hindu  for  to  hum- 
bug, and  as  the  terminative  &»d 
is  used  in  Romany,  it  is  possible 
that  bamboozle  \s  the  Hindu  word 
gypsified.*'— a  O.  Ldand:  MS, 
Oypty  Noiei, 

Banagher,  to  bang. 

Banco  or  bunko  steerer  or  roper 
(American),  a  sharper,  a  con- 
fidence-trick man. 

The  rff/er  or  the  Banco  steerer  gentle* 
man  b  one  and  the  same  animal,  and  he 
will  find  you  out  the  morning  after  you 
land  in  Chicago  or  St.  Louis.  He  will 
accost  3rou  — very  friendly,  wonderfully 
friendly— when  you  come  out  of  your  hotel, 
by  your  name,  and  he  will  remind  you — 
which  is  most  surprising  considering  yoa 
never  set  eyes  on  his  face  before — how  you 
have  dined  together  in  Cincinnati,  or  it 
may  be  Orleans,  or  perhaps  Francisco, 
because  he  finds  out  where  you  came  from 
last.  And  he  will  shake  hands  with  you ; 
and  he  will  propose  a  drink ;  and  he  will 
pay  for  that  drink.  And  presently  he  will 
take  you  somewhere  else,  among  his  i>als, 
and  he  will  strip  you  so  clean  that  there 
won't  be  left  the  price  of  a  four^ent  paper 
to  throw  around  your  face  and  hide  your 
blushes.— rA/  Golden  Butterfly . 

(Charterhouse  School),  ba-Mo, 
evening  schooL 


Bandanna  (Anglo-Indian).  Hot- 
ten  says  of  this  word  thai  it 
was  originally  a  peculiar  kind 
of  silk  handkerchief,  but  is  now 
a  slang  word,  denoting  all  kinds 
of  "stocks,"  "wipes,"  and  "fo- 
gies," and  in  fact  the  genetic 
term  for  a  kerchief.  In  the 
United  States  it  is  specially 
applied  to  a  kind  of  cotton  or 
muslin  handkerchief  from  Mad- 
ras, much  worn  by  women  of 
colour,  especially  old-fashioned 
or  elderly  ones,  wrapped  about 
the  head.  The  American  5an- 
c2anfMi  is  invariably  made  of 
yellow  and  red  in  cross  stripes. 

This  term  is  properly  applied  to  the 
ridi  yellow  or  red  silk  handkerchief  with 
diamond  spots  left  white  by  pressure  ap> 
plied  to  prevent  their  receiving  the  dye. 
The  etymplogy  may  be  gathered  from 
Shakspeare's  Dictionary,  which  gjvcs 
bdndhndt  a  mode  of  dyeing  in  which  die 
cloth  is  tied  in  different  places,  to  prevent 
the  parts  from  receiving  the  dye.  '*  Sir 
Horace  Fogle  is  about  to  be  raised  to 
the  peerage  as  Baron  Bandanna"  {Vam^ 
Feur^  \L  c  52.)— i4i|f<»«/M<fii(MK  GUstmty. 

Banded  (popular),  hungry;  lite- 
rally, bound  up.  From  the 
notion  that  to  appease  the  pangs 
of  hunger,  one  must  tighten  his 
belt. 

Bandero  (American),  widow's 
weeds. — Nevf  York  Slang  Di^ 
tionary,  j 

Bandog  (old),  a  bailiff   or  his 

assistant. 

B.  and  S.  (common),  brandy  and 
soda. 

"  And  now,  wifie  of  mine,  I  wooder 
whether  your  domestic  handiaess  wooki 
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go  br  efkmch  to  give  mt  A  B.  mtdS,  f  ** 
Tbe  obedicat  wife  ffiet  to  the  otllaret,  and 
for  the  first  dme  in  her  life  Squire  Mor- 
conbe's  daoghter  opens  a  aoda- water 
bottle.— SnuAiM :  Hotiagtt  U  Fortum. 

Bftods  (Australian  convicts),  hun- 
ger. IntrodacedintoAostraliabj 
the  convicts  transported  thither. 
Of.  the  English  thieves*  expres- 
sion htMdtdt  meaning  hungry. 

"To  wear  the  htmtU"  is  to  be  hungry 
or  dhort  of  food  for  any  length  of  time ;  a 
phrase  diiefly  used  on  board  the  hulki  or 
in  jaiL — Vauj^s  Mtmotrt, 

In  the  early  days  of  New 
South  Wales,  before  Australia 
began  to  produce  meal  and 
grain  for  itself,  the  colony  was 
dependent  for  its  supplies  upon 
England  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  colonists  were 
several  times  on  very  short  com- 
mons, and  even  on  one  occasion 
were  absolutely  in  danger  of 
'  perishing.  The  phrase  is  derived 
frmn  the  custom  among  the  poor, 
and  soldiers  on  an  expedition,  of 
wearing  a  tight  belt  round  the 
stomach  to  prevent  the  pains  of 
starvation. 

Bandj  (Anglo-Indian),  a  word  of 
general  application  to  several 
kinds  of  vehicles,  such  r  as 
carriages,  bullock  waggons,  bug- 
gies, and  carts.  Used  in  South- 
em  and  Western  India.  It  is 
the  Tel^u  handiy  Tamil  van^i* — 
A-n^^hlndMn  Qlouary, 

A  mighty  solemn  old  man,  seated  in  an 
open  himdy^  as  a  gig  with  a  head  that  has 
an  opening  behind  is  called  at  Madras. — 
Memoir  0fC0loml  M9wUamt  1836. 


In  thieves'  slang  it  means  a 
sixpence,  so  called  from  this 
coin  being  sometimes  bent. 


(pugilistic  and  low),  a  blow ; 
Icelandic  hang^  a  haounering. 
**I'll  give  you  a  hang  in  the 
*  gills.*"   To  fton^r,  to  beat. 

The  hemp,  with  which  we  osed  to  htmg 
Our  prison  pets,  yon  felon  gang. 
In  Eastern  climes  produces  hha$tg^ 

Esteemed  a  drug  divine. 
As  hashish  dressed,  its  magic  powtra 
Can  1^  us  in  Eljrsian  bowers. 
But  sweeter  far  our  social  hours 

Over  a  flask  of  wine. 
—Lord  Neaves :  A  nglo-Imdum  donmry. 

Banged  up  to  the  eyes,  is  drunk. 
Hair  worn  down  low  on  the 
forehead  almost  to  the  eyes,  U 
in  America  called  a  ha/ng^  and 
the  practice  of  thus  wearing  it 
is  to  hang.  Called  ''toffs*'  in 
England. 

Bangt  as  applied  to  wearing  the  hatr 
low,  is  derived  from  the  provincial  English. 
In  Norfolk  the  edge  of  a  hat  is  said  to 
htmgU  (Wright)  when  it  drops  or  btmgt 
down  over  the  eyes.  And  com  or  young 
shoots  when  beaten  by  the  rain  and  hang- 
ing down,  are  btmgUd  or  hamguL  So 
loose  and  hanging  ears  are  "  bangled  eait. " 
"Notts  by  C.  G.  LeUmd, 

He  bmmgtd  his  hair  to  hide  his  bunged 
eye.  — Newspaper. 

To  make  the  bamgy  you  must  bq^in  by 
dividing  your  front  hair  at  half-inch  dia* 
tances  from  ear  to  ear,  combing  the  rtst 
back.  The  process  is  repeated  tintil  the 
whole  front  hair  has  been  suocessAdly 
battged. — IllustmUd  London  Nowi, 

(Stock  Exchange),  to  hang^  to 
loudly  offer  stock  with  the  in- 
tention of  lowering  the  price. 

Oh  !  in  the  days  of  old, 
At  least,  so  I've  been  told, 
We  only  heard  of  "puff,"  and  '<rig,"  and 
bang,  . 
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But  now  better  thin^  exist, 
For  we  daily  swell  the  list, 
And  have  really  quite  a  choice  of  market 
slang. 

— Aikm:  NemtgScrm^. 

To  bang  also  signifies  to  exoel 
or  surpass.    Banking,  great  or 

thumping. 


er  (Tale),  a  thick  stick,  cane, 
or  bludgeon. 

The  freshman  reluctantly  turned  the  key, 
Expecting  a  Somophore  gang  to  see, 
Who,  with  faces  masked  and  bangers  stout. 
Had  come  reM>lved  to  smoke  him  out. 
— Yale  Literary  Magasinet  vol.  zx. 
P-  75. 

(Popular),  an  obvions  untruth. 

Bangle  (Anglo  -  Indian).  This 
word,  now  generally  used  in 
England,  is  from  the  Hindu 
hangri.  The  original  is  applied 
to  a  bracelet  of  coloured  glass, 
but  it  is  now  extended  to  all 
kinds  of  such  ornaments  for  the 
wrist  when  in  ring-form  or  of 
one  piece  of  metal. 

Hear  their  wrists  and  ankles  jangle, 
With  many  a  brass  and  diver  bangle ; 
Dresses  sprayed  with  many  a  spangle, 
So  for  living  fish  they  angle. 

—The  Mild  Hindoc. 

Miss  H.  wore  her  blazing  Cashmere 
shawl ;  her  great  brooch  .  .  . ;  and  her  great 
bracelets  (she  tued  to  say,  "  I  am  given  to 
understand  they  are  called  ba»tgUs^  my 
dear,  by  the  natives  ")  decorated  the  sleeves 
round  her  lean  old  hands. — Thackeray: 
The  Newcomes. 

It  is  curious  that  the  Hindu 
word  hangri  exists  in  Eng- 
land as  the  gypsy  term  for  a 
waistcoat,  t.^.,  originally  a  mere 
ring,  belt,  or  circlet  of  cloth, 
like  a  cunmierbund. 


Bans^  off  (oommon),  to  wzite  a 
letter  hwng  qf ,  in  a  hnrxy. 

Bangvter,  a  provindaliam  lev  the 
victor. 

If  you  are  loceitaiqof  being  ibttheu^ 
ster^  so  very  certain,  I  mean,  of  >wcc|»im 
stakes.-^S^rr  WaJUr  Scott:  St,  Jtammm's 
WeiL 

Also,  a  loose  woman,  a  bully. 


If  the  Pope's  diampions  are  to  be . 
stert  in  otir  very  change-houses,  «e  shall 
soon  have  the  old  shavelings  back  agiin. 
-^coit:  The  Abbot, 

Bans:  straw  (proTinoial),  a  bazn 
thresher,  but  applied  to  fuin 
servants  in  generaL 

Bang-tailed  (popular),  ehort- 
taUed. 

"These  little  bemg'tedUd  sinners  any 
good?"  said  Dr3radale,  throwing  some 
cock  •  a  •  bondies  across  the  table. — T. 
Hughes:  Tom  Brown  ai  Oxffrd, 

Bang-Up  (conmion),  fine,  first-n^te. 
Synonymous  with  "  slap-up.** 
To  hang-up,  to  make  first-rate, 

stylish. 

Pat  to  his  neck-doth  gave  an  air 
In  style,  and  H,  la  miHtaire  ; 
His  pocket,  too,  a  kerchief  bore. 
With  scented  water  sprinkled  o'er ; 
Thus  basq^d'up^  sweeten'd,  and  dean 

shav'd. 
The  sage  the  dinner-table  braved. 

—Combe :  Dr,  Symtmx, 

Jem  drove  me  in  a  gig  of  the  regular 
bang-up,  stay-for-nothing,  rumtumtiddity 
order. — Punch, 

Nothing  more  thoroughly  bemg'Up  and 
highgeewoa  rollicking  than  the  run  which 
the  Evergreen  had  last  Thursday.- 


A  hamg-wp  cove  is  a  Haghiwg 
fellow  who  spends  his  money 


Bang-up — Banter. 
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txeeij.  Bartlett  gives  bang-up 
as  American,  but  it  has  long 
been  common  in  England,  where 
it  originated.  "Bangs  Banag- 
her/'  beats  the  world. 

Ban^^  up  to  the  mark  (popular), 
in  fine  or  dashing  style. 

Bangy  (Winchester)  brown; 
brown  (dothes  considered  as 
vulgar;  brown  sugar.  Pro- 
bablj  from  bang^,  dull,  gloomj, 
an  adjective  used  in  Essex. 

Bangy-waUah  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
carrier  of  parcels. 

The  bdy^s  luggage  was  parttcnlarly 
scant,  and  the  baMgy-waliahs^  as  they  are 
called,  who  carry  the  boxes,  had  an  easy 
thae  of  It.— Mark  Ltmon :  Faikntr  Lylt, 

Banjee  (Anglo-Indian),  a  band  of 
music. 

BanjOy  the  name  given  by  the 
patients  in  one  at  least  of  the 
London  hospitals  to  a  bed-pan, 
from  its  somewhat  fanciful  re- 
semblance to  the  weU-known 
and  now  fashionable  musical 
instrument. 


to  (thieves'),  to  put  in  a 
place  of  safety.  "  To  bcmk  the 
swag,"  to  secure  the  booty. 
Also,  to  hank  is  to  go  shares. — 
HatUn. 


(old),  clumsy  boots  and 


shoes. 


Bankmpt  cart  (old),  a  one-horse 
chaise;  so  called,  it  is  said, 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  from  being 


so  frequently  used  on  Sunday 
jaunts  by  extravagant  trades- 
men. 

Bank  sneak  (American),  ''hank 
tneak  thieves,"  men  of  educa- 
tion, good  address,  and  fault- 
less attire,  who  in  gangs  of 
three  or  four  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  officers  of  a  bank 
while  one  of  their  number  com- 
mits a  robbery.  No  thieves 
are  so  dangerous,  or  so  much 
dreaded. 

Banners  (American),  newsboys' 
slang.  The  word  is  explained 
in  the  following  extract  from 
the  Chicago  Tribune : — 

"  Oh,  I  say,  Figsy,"  cried  one,  "  ain't  yer 
gittin'  stood  off  a  good  deal  on  yer 
iantur  this  week  ?  " 

"Yer'd  better  dry  up,  SUmmy,  or  may 
be  yer  wouldn't  like  me  to  mention  how 
yer  sponges  yer  eatin's." 

"  Eatin's,"  explained  the  matron,  "are 
the  meals  which  they  get  down-town. 
BoMturs  are  the  fees  which  they  pay  for 
their  meals  and  lodgings  at  the  home. 
That  word  is  in  use  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  I  have  never  found  a  newsboy 
yet  who  could  tell  me  where  it  came 
from." 

Banter,  to  (American).  The  preli- 
minary discussion  or  pour-par- 
ler  which  precedes  a  bargain 
is  called  a  banter  or  bcuiterii^. 
It  is  derived  from  banter,  to 
make  a  jest  of  or  to  challenge. 

Chatham,  N.C,  Nov.  15,  1886.— A 
white  man  named  Moore  was  sent  to  the 
chain-gang  on  Saturday  for  having  ttaded 
wives  with  another  man.  When  Judge 
Gilmer  asked  him  what  he  had  to  say 
why  sentence  should  not  be  passed,  he  re- 
plied that  he  did  not  know  his  act  was  a 
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crime.  A  man  came  to  his  house  with  a 
woman  that  was  hetter-looking  than  his 
own  wife,  and  btmitred  him  for  a  trade  ; 
so  he  "swapped,"  and  paid  fi.soto  boot. 
As  this  was  his  first  "  swap  "  he  hoped  that 
the  court  would  impose  a  light  sentence. 
—Chicago  TribuH€, 

Banting,  the  process  of  getting 
rid  of  superflaoTis  fat  by  means 
of  a  strictly  regulated  diet. 
The  method  was  introduced  bj 
Mr.  Banting — hence  the  name 
— about  twentj-fiye  years  ago. 

A  parlour  where  all  the  furniture  seemed 
to  have  undergone  a  prolonged  course  of 
banting.— Miss  Braddon :  Only  a  ChtL 

BtJStf  (popular),  saucj,  impudent 
Probably  from  bantam  or  hamty- 
chickens,  which  are  proverbial 
in  America  for  pertness. — New 
York  Slung  Dictionary. 

Banyan  (Anglo-Indian),  an  under- 
shirt, originally  of  muslin,  and 
80  called  as  resembling  the  body 
garment  of  the  Hindus,  but  now 
commonly  applied  to  under  body 
clothing  of  elastic  cotton,  wool- 
len, or  silk  web. — Anglo-Indian 
Cflouary, 

Those  were  the  da}rs  when  even  the 
honourable  members  of  the  Council  met 
in  banyan  shirts,  conjee  caps,  and  long 
drawers,  with  a  case-bottle  of  good  old 
arrack,  and  a  gouglet  of  water  on  the  table. 
-^India  Gasette,  Febmary  34,  1781. 

An  undershirt,  commonly  called  a  ba- 
nian. — IVilliamson^  V,  M.  i.  19. 

I  have  lost  nothing  by  it  but  a  banyan 
shirt,  a  comer  of  my  quilt,  and  my  Bible 
UDgtd,—SMjMngs  of  a  Dutch  Sailor, 

Banyan  days  (nautical),  those  in 
which  no  flesh  meat  was  issued 
to  the  messes.    Stock-fish  used 


to  be  served  out  tillit  waa  foond 
to  promote  scurvy. 

Of  kitcfaeny  (butter,  rica,  mad  daO  the 
Eoiopean  saUon  feed  in  these  parts,  and 
are  forced  at  such  times  to  a  Pagan  ab> 
stinence  from  flesh,  which  creates  in  them 
an  utter  detestation  to  those  bimian  days, 
as  they  call  ihKm,^^>vingtonf  A.D.  1690. 

May  your  honour  never  know  a  bas^fon 
day^  and  a  »ckly  season  for  you,  into  the 
bargain  !—^«rP7«/ :  Ja^htt  im  Sgm^th 
o/a  Father. 

According  to  Admiral  Smyth, 
"The  term  is  derived  from  a 
religious  sect  in  the  East,  who, 
believing  in  metempsychosis,  eat 
of  no  creature  endowed  with 
life."  Hotten  says  the  term  is 
probably  derived  from  the  Ba- 
nians or  Banyans,  a  Hindoo  caate^ 
who  abstain  from  animal  food. 
Quite  as  probably  from  the  sani- 
tary arrangements  which  have 
in  hot  climates  counselled  the 
eating  on  certain  days  of  ban- 
yans and  other  fruits  in  pre- 
ference to  meat. 

The  dinner,  I  own,  is  shy,  unless  I  come 
and  dine  with  my  friends,  and  then  I  make 
up  for  banian  days, — ThadUray :  Ths  Ad- 
vtHturts  0/ Philip, 

Bar  (racing),  except.  Bar  is  used 
instead  of  the  common  com- 
pound form  debar.  When  the 
bookmaker  says  "  ten  to  one 
bar  one,"  he  means  that  he  will 
lay  ten  to  one  against  any  horse 
har  (f.e.,  except)  one. 

"How  do  they  bet?"  inquif^  tha 
Jubilee  Plunger. 

"  Evens,"  replied  Gus  Jacobs. 

*•  All  right     I'll  bet  you  a  monkey.** 

"  No,"  said  Gus.  "  I  don't  want  to  bet 
—but  here !  I'll  lay  you  700  to  400  bar 
one' 


^- 


Bar — Barge. 


79 


'*AU  right."  said  the  Pbuiger.  "Ill 
have  it."— ^S^tfrfnir  Timgs, 

(Amerioan  thieree),  <*iartbat 
toes,"  stop  that  game. 

'^ Bmr  thaA  urn,  Jim,"  said  BcU,  "for 
yoa're  m  fly  at  the  pictarcs  as  the  devil 
at  lyiog,  aod  I  would  rathor  be  a  knight 
of  Alsatia  than  a  plucked  pigeon." — Om 
HUTrmil. 

(Oxford  UniTemty),  to  bar,  to 
object  to.  Probably  from  to  bar, 
in  the  sense  of  to  except ;  com- 
moner in  the  oompoond  form 
tkbar.  A  « Bnllingdon "  man 
would  probably  say  that  he  bar- 
r«e<  "the  Union."  An"Sxeter" 
man  would  be  pretty  certain  to 
say  that  he  barred  *<  Jesus." 

Bar  (gypsy),  a  hedge,  a  garden  or 

'inolosme;  a  ponnd  for  cattle. 

Persian,  bdgh,  Alsoastone;  taeho 

bdr,  a  trae  or  real  stone,  i.e.,  a 

diamond. 

Baragan  tailor  (tailors),  a  rongh 
tailor. 

Barber,  to  (nniversity),  to  do 
one*s  impositions  by  deputy, 
the  college  barber  haying  often 
been  employed  to  perform  this 
daty — hence  the  phrase.  Those 
who  by  this  means  get  rid  of 
their  impositions  are  said  to 
barberite  them. 

**And  as  for  the  impositions,  why,"  as 
Mr.  Boancer  said,  "ain't  there  coves  to 
Smrierise  for  yon,  Gig-lamps?"— C.  Btde: 

Barber,  that's  the  (old  dang). 
Chrose  in  his  rare  first  edition  of 
the  <*Claasical  Dictionary  of 
the  Vulgar  Tongue,"  says  this 


was  "  a  ridicolons  and  unmean- 
ing  phrase  in  the  months  of  the 
common  people  about  the  year 
1760,  signifying  their  i^proba- 
tion  of  any  action,  measure,  or 
thing." 

Barber's  cat  (common).  Hotten 
gives  the  definition — a  half- 
starved,  sickly-looking  person. 
A  term  used  in  connection  with 
a  coarse  expression. 

Barber's  clerk  (common),  a  con- 
ceited,  over-dressed  fellow,  who 
apes  the  manners  of  a  gentle- 
man. 

Barbly  (pidgin),  babble,  noise. 
Probably  the  same  as  bobbery 
or  bobbely.  "  Too  muchee  bar* 
bly  makee  that  chile." 

Bared  (popular),  shaved. 

There  are  boys  who  think  themselves 
men,  and  who  go  to  barbers'  shops  to  be, 
as  they  say,  bartd,—Di^rou :  Modim  Jot 
MUler. 

Bare-footed  on  top  of  the  head 

(American),  an  expression  ap- 
plied to  a  bald  man. 

• 

Barge  (printers),  an  article  used 
by  compositors  in  correcting 
the  forms.  Either  a  fiat  piece 
of  card,  or  a  small  wooden  box, 
with  divisions  to  hold  spaces  for 
altering  the  justification  of  the 
line.  A  case,  with  some  boxes 
full  and  others  nearly  empty,  is 
also  called  a  batgt^  probably  re- 
ferring to  those  boxes  full  up  to 
the  edge.  The  technical  term 
would  be  space  papers  or  space 
box. 


«    . 


8o 
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(Common),  ha^rge  or  hargey^  a 
tenn  of  ridiciile  applied  to  a 
very  corpulent  man  or  woman 
of  large  posterior  development ; 
a  simile  derived  from  the  shape 
of  a  coal  barge,  or  anj  clumsy 
boat  or  ship,  compared  with  a 
wherry,  or  other  vessel  of  more 
elegant  and  slender  build. 

Bins,  bawris,  bawri  (gypsy),  a 
snail;  hawru  nmmun,  snail  soup. 

Bark  (popular),  an  Irish  man  or 
woman.  Hotten  says  that  no 
etymology  can  be  found  for  this. 
In  low  Whitechapel  Yiddish 
the  term  would  at  once  be 
understood  to  mean  a  wanderer 
or  vagabond,  based  on  harkolis, 
or  hargolis,  one  who  goes  about 
in  misery  and  poverty,  and 
harcfiet,  "  further,"  as  barefie* 
hoLeheny  "  to  go  further."  It  is, 
however,  probably  derived  from 
the  Celtic  harragy  scum,  or  dirty 
scum.  Scum,  as  an  abusive 
term,  '*  scum  of  the  earth," 
is  originally  Irish,  vide  Babe- 
BHiBS.  (Common),  the  skin,  to 
'*  hark  one's  shins  "  is  to  get  the 
skin  off  one's  shins. 

That'll  take  the  bark  from  your  nozzle, 
and  distil  the  Dutch  pink  for  you,  won't 
it  ?— r*^  Further  A  dventures  of  Mr.  Ver- 
dani  Green, 

(Popular),  cough. 

So  I  suppose  we  must  sing  "  Spring's 
Delights  "  when  we  ain't  on  the  hark  or  the 
sneeze. — Punchy  1887. 

Barker  (common),  a  man  em- 
ployed at  the  doors  of  shows 
and  shops  of  an  inferior  class 


to  entice  people  inside.  The 
French  slang  haa  the  exactly 
corresponding  term  oboffemr. 
Among  touting  photographers  he 
is  called  a  ' '  doorsman."  At  uni- 
versities a  harher  signifies  a  great 
swell,  and  in  America  a  noisy 
coward ;  barker  has  another  sig- 
nification explained  by  the  fol- 
lowing quotation : — 

Bat  what  was  " barking  "f  I  thought  a 
great  deal  about  the  matter,  and  ooold 
arrive  at  no  more  feasible  coodnsioa  than 
that  a  barker  was  a  boy  that  attended  a 
drover,  and  helped  him  to  drive  his  sheep 
by  means  of  imitating  the  bark  of  a  dog. — 
Charlee  Greenwood:  Outcasts  ofLorndtm. 

Also  used  by  thieves  for  pis- 
toL  The  term  is  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  saying,  that  a  **  dog 
that  barks  seldom  bites.*' 

Here  a  loud  holloa  was  heard  dose  by  the 
horses'  heads.  "  Good  heavens,  if  that  b 
a  footpad ! "  said  Mr.  Spencer,  «haVtn|jr 
violently.  "  Lord,  sir,  I  have  my  barkers 
with  me. "  — Bulwer :  Night  atuL  Momimg, 

"  Barkers  for  roe,  Barney,"  said  Toby 
Crackit. 

"  Here  they  are,"  replied  Barney,  pro- 
ducing a  pair  of  pistols.— CAar/^«  IHdums : 
Oliver  Twist. 

In  nautical  parlance,  harhert  is 
an  old  term  for  lower-deck  gnns 
and  pistols. 

Barkey  (nautical),  a  sailor  thus 
calls  a  pet  ship  to  which  he 
belongs. 

For  the  barkey  she  did  know, 
As  well  as  e'er  a  soul  oo  board, 
'Twas  time  for  us  to  go. 
—Old  A  mericetn  Slmnef's  Smig^ 

Barking^  irons  (thieves),  pistols; 
and    in    nautical    slang    laige 
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duelling  pistols,  which  French 
soldiers  call  '*  pieds  de  ooohon." 

Barkshire,  a  word  applied  by  the 
low  English  to  Ireland ;  from 
bark,  a  contemptuous  and  deri- 
sire  name  for  an  Irishman  or 
Irishwoman*  A  member  for 
Barkthire  is  a  noisj,  howling, 
troublesome  fellow,  who  at- 
tempts to  cough  down  his  op- 
ponents, i«.,  hark  at  them. 

Bark  vp  the  wrong  tree,  to 
(American),  is  said  of  a  man 
who  vainly  endeavours  to  ac* 
complish  a  thing  for  which  he 
is  not  fitted,  or  who  addresses 
himself  to  the  wrong  person  for 
assistance. 

"  You  didn't  really  go  to  old  Bullion," 
said  a  politician  to  ao  oflSce  seeker ;  "  why, 
he  has  no  influence  there,  I  can  tell  you ; 
yon  bmrked  t^  Hu  wm^  iret  there,  my 
friend,  and  you  deaenre  to  fail. — Rich- 
m0md  Emqnirer, 

Bamaby  (common),  to  dance 
Bamahy  is  to  more  quickly 
and  irreg^ularly.  See  Cotton  in 
his  "ViigU  Travcstie,"  where, 
speaking  of  Bolus,  he  has  these 
lines — 

* '  *  Bounce,'  cries  the  portholes,  out  they  fly, 
And  make  the  world  dance  Bamahy" 

Barnacle  (old  cant),  pickpocket. 

The  man  that  stood  beside  thee  is  okl 
Crookfinger,  the  rooRt  notorious  setter, 
barmmcU^  u>d  foist  in  the  dty. — Mark 
L^mon:  Lty  tan  Hail, 

Barnacles  (common),  spectacles; 
termed  also  "gig-lamps**  or 
"bosses."  From  6aniae2f ,  a  kind 
of  shellfish,  or  from  hamade; 


an  instrument  consisting  of  two 
branches  joined  at  one  end  with 
a  hinge,  to  put  upon  a  horse's 
nose,  to  confine  him  for  shoe- 
ing, bleeding,  or  dressing. 

Your  eyes  dasell  after  your  washing ; 

these  spectacles  put  on  ; 
Now  view  this  raysour ;  tell  me,  is  it 

not  a  good  one  ? 
They  bee  gay  barMikUs^  yet   I  see 

never  the  better. 
— EdwanU :  Damon  and  Pithias, 

Barndoor  practice  (society),  the 
fashionable  but  indefensible 
system  of  battue,  by  which  the 
birds  are  brought  all  within  a 
limited  range,  where  they  fall 
an  easy  prey  to  the  "  sports- 
man I " 

Bamet  fair  (thieves),  rhyming 
slang  for  hair ;  called  also 
"  thatch." 

Barney  (popular),  a  mob  or  a 
crowd,  disturbance. 

'Ard  lines,  ain't  it,  Charlie,  old  hoysterf 
A  hamey's  a  barney^  dear  boy, 

And  you  know  that  a  squeege  and  a  sky- 
lark is  wot  I  did  always  enjoy. 

A  street-rush  is  somethink  splendadous 
to  fellers  of  speerit  like  me, 

But  dints  and  diakkylum  plaster  will 
spile  the  best  sport,  dontcher  see. 

— Punch, 

This  word  has  several  mean- 
ings, and  apparently  two  dis- 
tinct roots — one  Aryan,  and  the 
other  Semitic.  Barney^  a  mob 
or  crowd,  may  be  derived  from 
the  gypsy  haroy  great  or  many, 
which  sometimes  takes  the  form 
of  bamo  or  fiarni,  and  which 
suggests  the  Hindu  hahma,  to 
increase,  proceed,  to  gain,  te., 
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Barney — Bamum, 


and  hharna^  to  fill   or  satisfy. 
Barney^  a  swindle,  a  seU,  or 
a    cross,     is     probably     from 
the  Yiddish  bamin  or  harnou^ 
which  becomes  a  Jewish  proper 
name  in  Bamet,  popularly  Bar- 
ney,    (Dickens  gives  this  name 
to  a  young  Jew. )  Bamist  means 
a  leader  of  a  multitude,  or  head- 
man of  any  description.  Remote 
as  the  connection   between  a 
**  swindle  "   and   a   "  captain  " 
may  seem  to  be,  it  is  direct 
enough  according  to  the  lowest 
form    of  Yiddish    or    German 
thieves'  slang,  in  which  a  lead- 
ing, a  clever,  a  swindling  man 
are  all  united  in  eochemtr^  "  a 
Wiseman,"  and  also  "a  leader  of 
thieves."     In  (lehprosch  we  have 
again  the  conceptions  of  intelli- 
gence united  to  robbery,  and  to 
leadership.    Further,  baldober^  a 
director,  a  leader,  is  applied  to 
an  arch-thief  who  gets  double 
share.     Baliruuaematen  has  also 
the  double  meaning  of  a  shrewd 
man  of  business  and  a  swin- 
dler, and  the  transition  from  a 
swindler  to  a  swindle  is  natural 
enough,  and  has  many  parallels. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  Hebrew 
terms   of   this   stamp   are   far 
more  frequently  used  by  Chris- 
tian than  by  Jewish  malefactors, 
as  is  proved  by  their  corrup- 
tion.    From  the  barniMSf  bamct^ 
or  bamry  of  a  gang  of  thieves, 
we  have  hameyingj  robbing,  or 
swindling,    whence    barney,    a 
swindle,  is  all  in  order. 

(Racing),  the  person  who  pre- 
vents a  horse  winning  a  race,  is 
described  as  '*  doing  a  barney," 


The  same  phrase  is  i^jdied  to 
the  horse  itself. 

(Ronning),  hombug,  rubbish ; 
in  racing,  when  a  man  does 
not  try  to  Win. 

(Society),  trip,  ezcorsion,  eat- 
ing. 

(Popular),  fun,  larking ;  teas- 
ing for  amusement.  It  is 
common  to  hear  people  of  the 
lower  class  say,  whenever  there 
is  any  object  in  view  to  make  fun 
of,  or  have  a  game  with,  "  Let's 
have  a  barney,* 
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Barney,  to  (Harvard  University), 

to  recite  badly. 

Bam  mouse  (popular),  to  be  bitten 
by  a  barn  moutef  to  be  tipey. 
Possibly  an  allusion  to  barley. 

Bam  stormer  (familiar),  a  term 
formerly  applied  to  itinerant 
actors  who  acted  in  bams,  like 
the  troupe  of  Scarron*s  Roman 
Comique,  and  that  of  Gantier*s 
Capitaine  Fracasse. 

Bamum  (American.)  "  To  talk 
Barnum"  is  not  to  indulge 
in  extravagant  "  high-falutin," 
— this  the  great  American  never 
does, — but  to  utter  vast  asser- 
tions in  a  quiet  manner.  The 
following  is  a  good  specimen 
of  it. 

Rising  Phoenix -like  from  the  ashes  of 
my  fifth  great  fire,  which  only  served  to 
illuminate  my  path  of  duty  as  the  Ame- 
rican people's  champion  amnsement-pro- 
vider,  I  have  token  into  equal  partnership 
my  energetic  and  experienced  friend  aud 
former  associate,  James  A.  Bailey.  We 
have  enlarged  and  vastly  improved  the 
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grcatot  Aaw  00  eurth,  whidi  we  propoee 
to  cstaiWhh  as  a  pcnnaneooe,  with  a 
cesei^rcd  capital  of  several  millioaa  of 
iloUars.  At  an  early  date  we  intend  to 
wraMiiih  in  several  of  the  largest  Aaeri- 
can  cities  permanent  mtueums  oontainins 
many  thomands  of  natural,  artificial,  ma- 
chanical,  and  sdentific  curiosities.  .  .  . 
The  Bamom  and  Bailey  show  will  present 
to  thb  and  future  generations  a  world's 
fair  and  a  moral  school  of  object  tfarhing 
of  unexampled  variety  and  superior  excel- 
lenoe,  more  amusing,  instructive,  compre- 
hennve,  and  vast  than  was  ever  before  seen 
or  dreamed  of. — Pkhuas  T.  Bamttm, 

Bamiimise,  to  (American),  to  act 
as  Mr.  Bamom,  a  showman,  im- 
pzesazio,  and  a  public  character, 
in  so  many  phases  famous,  or 
notorious,  that  his  name  has 
passed  into  the  established  list 
of  Americanisms.  The  word 
humbug  does  not  express  so 
much  as  that  of  Barnum. 

Bamnm  had  made  himself 
so  extremely  conspicuous  in  so 
many  ways  even  thirty  years 
ago,  that  a  Paris  editor  sug- 
gested that  when  his  engage- 
ment as  manager  for  Jenny  Lind 
should  come  to  an  end,  she 
would  make  quite  as  much 
money  if  she  would  go  about 
exhibiting  him.  Long  ago  not 
a  soul  in  the  United  States  put 
the  least  faith  in  Bamum's 
curiosities,  but  this  made  no 
difference  in  the  receipts,  people 
thronged  in  "just  to  see  how 
he  humbugged  the  greenhorns.'* 
In  one  advertisement  the  great 
exhibitor  admitted  with  beauti- 
ful candour  that  what  he  exhi- 
bited might  not  be  genuine,  that 
he  himself  with  all  his  experience 
might  have  been  taken  in  by  un- 


scrupulous deceivers — "  all  that 
we  ask,"  he  said,  *'  is  that  the 
public  will  come  and  judge  for 
themselves,  and  we  promise 
faithfully  to  abide  by  their  ver- 
dict." The  public  did  come, 
paying  twenty-five  cents  (or  one 
shilling)  per  head  and  passed 
their  verdict,  and  Mr.  Bamum 
did  abide  by  it  (and  the  doUars), 
and  at  once  got  out  something 
new.  At  last  nobody  put  any 
faith  in  his  curiosities.  Then  it 
became  a  source  of  intense  de* 
light  to  him  to  exhibit  objects 
which  were  really  remarkable, 
and  to  make  the  public  believe 
they  were  frauds.  Having  once 
a  real  bearded  woman,  Bamum 
ingeniously  contrived  to  have  it 
reported  that  she  was  a  man, 
and  to  get  himself  prosecuted 
for  imposition,  the  result  being 
a  medical  examination,  an  ac- 
quittal, and  of  course  an  in- 
creased rush  of  sight-seers.  It 
should  be  added  that  Mr.  Bar- 
num has  always  been  noted  for 
very  great  though  always  judi- 
cious generosity,  that  he  is 
exceptionally  honourable  and 
honest  in  his  private  dealings, 
and  that  he  has  built  up  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut,  from  a  small 
town  to  a  city.  Bamum's  colos- 
sal show  was  destroyed  by  fire 
a  short  time  since. 

Barrack  hack  (army),  a  girl  who 
prowls  about  barracks  for  pur- 
poses of  prostitution,  generally 
the  lowest  of  the  low.  French 
soldiers  call  these  '*  paillasse  de 
corps-de-garde. "     Barraek-hack 
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Barrack — Barvelo. 


is  alBO  applied  to  joang  ladies 
of  perfectly  Yirtuons  character, 
bat  who  have  been  to  garrison 
or  militaiy  balls  for  several 
years.  The  term  was  freely 
used  at  one  time  in  reference 
to  one  of  the  parties  in  a  noted 
criminal  case. 

Bamckins^  (Australian),  banter- 
ing. Probably  from  the  slang 
term  harrHdny  jargon,  speech, 
or  discourse,  on  account  of  the 
"palaver"  which  traders  must 
hold  before  they  can  strike  a 
bargain.  , 

Barrakin  or  barrikin  (popular), 
jargon,  gibberish;  low,  unin- 
telligible language. 

The  high  words  in  a  tragedy  we  calls 
jaw-breakers,  and  we  say  we  can't  tumble 
to  that  bat^rikin. — Mayfuw :  London  La- 
hour  and  tk€  London  Poor. 

From  the  French  haragouint 
which  has  the  same  meaning. 
It  occurs  in  Rabelais  as  bara- 
gain,  •*  Cheese  your  barrikin,*' 
stop  talking,  shut  up. 

Barrel  boarder  (American),  "a 
bucket-shop  bummer,  a  low 
sot"  {New  Tork  Slang  Diction- 
ary), evidently  derived  from 
sitting  about  on  the  barrels  in 
a  small  shop. 

Barrel  fever  (common),  the  sick- 
ness caused  by  intoxication, 
sometimes  called  the  bottle- 
aohe,  the  quart-mania,  and  the 
gallon -distemper,  all  possible 
precursors  of  ddirvum  trement. 


Barrea  (old),  gamblers'  term,  i^ 
plied  to  money  lost  by  them, 
but  which  they  do  not  pay. 


Whereby  they  wyl  drawe   a 
money  but   pay  none,  whidi  they  call 
6mrm.'~A$eMam :  Toxofkiltu, 

Barrick  (American),  a  common 
word  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  hUl. 
I%x>m  the  German  berg. 

Bang,  bang !  de  sharp  pistolen  shots 

Vent  p^>in  by  his  ear. 
Boot  he  tortled  oop  de  hmrrick  road 

Lake  any  mountain  deer. 

^Brtitmofm  im  Politiet, 

Barrow-bunter  (costermongers), 
female  oostermonger. 

I  saw  a  dirty  iarrow-hunter  in  the  street, 
cleaning  her  dusty  fmit  with  her  own 
spiXxX^-^molUti :  Humphrey  CUmktr, 

Barrow-tram  (popular),  a  term 
applied  jocularly  to  a  raw-boned, 
awkward-looking  person. 

Barter  (Winchester),  a  barter  is 
a  ball  more  generally  called  a 
"half  volley"  by  cricketers, 
from  the  name  of  R  S.  Barter, 
a  famous  cricketer.  It  has  also 
the  signification  of  a  hard  hit. 
To  barrier  is  to  hit  the  ball  hard 
at  cricket. 

Barts,  an  abbreviation  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  used  by 
medical  students  and  others. 

Barvelo  (gypsy),  rich,  wealthy. 

A  Mrdus  vias  kete  w^gdro 
Rjra  te  ranis  shan  bmroelL 

A  tano  rye  te  a  IdUnelo, 
Avo  ml  pIrrynT,  Avali ! 

— W  Lord  WitU  io  tko  Fmir. 
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~Lonis  and  ladies  are  rich.  A  yoong 
fentleBian  and  an  agreeable  (lovely)  one. 
Yes,  my  sweetheart,  yes.— y««r/  Tnckfy, 

(Hindu,  hhar€t^  increase,  fnl- 
ness.) 

Bash,  to  (popular),  to  strike,  to 
thrash,  to  omsh ;  to  hath  hats  is 
a  faronrite  amusement  of  Lon* 
don  roughs  in  a  large  crowd. 
From  a  provincialism  to  beat 
fruit  down  from  the  trees  with 
a  pole. 


He  taps  me  acroes  the  hand  with  a  cane, 
and  my  mother  goes  in  and  bashts  him 
orer  the  head  with  a  pokeri  and  gets  him 
fined  for  assaulting  me. — Pmnck, 

(Pugilistic),  a  Ixuh  is  one  of  a 
Tarietj  of  blows. 

It  certainly  seemed  also  that  this  en« 
counter  had  been  fall  of  "go."  The 
"cockles"  of  the  hearU  of  Corinthian 
Tom  and  Jerry  Hawthorn  wanned  as  they 
heard  and  read  of  "  fibbing  "  and  "  counter- 
ing, 


"  of  "red-hot  smacks,"  "left-handers 
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on  the  nob,"  "  rib-roasters,''  "  apper« 
cots,"  "exchanges,"  "bashes;'  "knock- 
downers,"  "body-punches,"  "spankers," 
"welts,"  "smashers,"  "whistlers,"  "rat- 
tling  ivories,"  "stingers."  "bangs,"  "hot- 
nos,"  and  of  the  "  tapping  "  of  the  "  claret," 
and  the  flowing  of  "  the  ruhy."— Punch, 

(Old  proyincial  English),  to 
beat.  In  Bedfordshire  to  beat 
fruit  trees  with  a  pole.  Allied 
to  hoiU,  to  beat;  Icelandic 
beysia,  Swedish  b6*ta,  and  b€ua, 
to  b^tt.  An  English  word  of 
Danish  origin. 

In  prisons  to  bash  signifies  to 
strike,  and  especially  to  flog. 
JBoihing  in,  a  flogging  at  the 
commencement  of  a  ruffian's 
term  of  imprisonment ;  bathing 
out,  one  at  the  close. 


(Popular),  atremendousplunge 
or  fall.  A  word  expressive  of 
sudden  concussion,  breaking  up, 
or  tumbling. 

The  chaise  went  crash  and  I  went  bash 
Amongst  the  shafts  and  wheels. 
And  Mary  Ann  and  her  mama. 
Went  right  head  over  heels  1 

—Gecr^  HomcastU  \  Mary  Ann 
and  her  Mama, 

Basher  (pugilistic),  prize  fighter, 
synonymous  with  "  bruiser." 

Bashing^  (prison),  a  flogging. 

Basing  (gaming).  **  That's  (ostn^" 
when  clubs  are  turned  up  trumps 
— the  allusion  as  generally  ex- 
plained being  "  that  clubs  were 
trumps  when  Bating  was  taken." 
This  was  one  of  the  most  me- 
morable of  the  sieges  of  the 
CivUWar. 

Basket  (old  cant),  used  In  the 
phrase  *'a  kid  in  the  btuket" 
said  of  a  woman  in  the  family 
way.    (Tailors),  stale  news. 

Basket  meeting^  (American).  A 
half  picnic  and  half  religious 
meeting. 

Basket,  to  bring:  to  the  (old),  to 
fall  into  poverty. 

(}od  be  praised  1  I  am  not  brought  to 
the  basket,  though  I  had  rather  live  on 
charity  than  rapine, — Father  Darreii: 
Gentlemen  Instructed, 

Basket,  to  g^o  to  the  (old),  to  be 
imprisoned. 

Arrested !  this  is  one  of  those  whose  base 
and  abject  flattery  helped  to  dig  his  grave. 
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He  is  DOC  worth  your  pity,  nor  my  anger ; 
fvUtJU  batktt  and  repent— JftfmViifrr: 
FmUd  Dowry. 

This  is  from  the  fact  that  a 
basket  was  lowered  from  the 
prison  window  for  alms  by  a 
man,  who  called  out,  "  Pitj  the 
poor  prisoners  I " 

Bastard  brig^  (naval),  a  coaster, 
termed  also  a  "schoony-orgy" 
or  "hermaphrodite  brig.'* 

Bastile  (thieves,  panpers,  and 
tramps),  the  workhouse  or  '*  big 
house ;  *'  formerly  a  prison.  The 
word  is  now  abbreviated  into 
"steeL" 

Bat  (American),  a  frolic,  a  spree. 
An  abbreviation  of  haiUr^  which 
nieans  the  same. 

I'm  away  from  the  shop  and  away  from 

my  work, 
And  I  mean  to  cut  up  like  a  regular 

Turk ; 
So  down  with  the  Lager  and  up  with 

your  hat, 
We  are  off  for  the  day  on  a  regular  bat, 
— Concert  Hall  Songs. 

Also  a  prostitute  who  only 
walks  the  streets  at  night. 
Termed  *•  hirondelle  de  nuit " 
in  French  slang. 

Yon  lie,  you  Sat— I  couple  with  no 
cove  but  my  own.  Harry,  will  you  let 
yourself  be  made  a  two-legged  stool  of  by 
A  flag-about  J— On  the  Trail. 

In  the  English  slang,  *'  on  his 
own  b<U"  has  the  signification 
of  on  his  own  aocoont,  by  his 
own  exertions,  a  cricketing 
phrase.  BcU  also  means  pace — 
to  go  off  at  a  good  bat. 


Bates'  fiun  (priflon),  the  prison ; 
probably  applied  only  to  Cold 
Bath  Fields. 

Now  cwy  monun^  when  yon  lue 

Yon  get  a  starving  meal. 
And  if  yoa  don't  eat  all  they  tend 

Yon  have  to  work  the  wheel. 
Thai  so  merrily  we  go 

To  chapel  to  have  prayers. 
And  for  a  little  pastime  work 
The  everlasting  stairs. 
For  it  was  this  blooming  morning 
I  left  OU  Bait** s /arm. 
I  feel  so  glad  this  blessed  day 
I've  left  OU  Batts's/mrm  t 


80  0.  B.  F.,  the  initials  of  Cold 
Bath  Fields  stamped  on  articles 
used  in  the  prison,  is  interpreted 
Charley  Bates's  Farm,  and  to  be 
on  the  treadmill  there  Is  feed- 
ing the  chickens  on  Charley 
Bates's  Farm.  A  warder  of  tha 
name  is  said  to  have  been  i 
charge  there. 

Bath  (general),  '*go  to  Bath"  is 
so  universally  used  that  it 
almost  ceased  to  be  slang.     In 
valids  or  insane  persons  used  t 
be  sent  to  Bath  for  the  ben 
of  its  mineral  waters.    So  "  g 


to  Bath  "  literally  meant  you  ar~r 
mad,  go  to  Bath  to  get  cored. 

You  tell  a  disagreeable  ndghbour  to  "  i 
to  Batk  "  in  the  sense  in  which  a  Re 
would  have  said  "  abi  in  malam  rem.*^ 
FrunJk  Leslies  lUustrxUed  JVhM^> 
New  York. 


"  Go  to  Baih  !  "  said  the  Baron.    A 
fiance  so  contemptuous  roused  the  ire 
the  adverse  commanders. — IngoUsby 
gends. 

This  town  does  not  seem    to 
have  been  in  favour  with  the 
Earl  of   Rochester,   who  thus 
describes  it : — 


Bath — Battels. 
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There  b  a  place,  down  a  gloomy  vale, 
'Where  burden'd  nature  lays   her   nasty 

tail; 
Ten  thoosand  pilgrims  thither  do  resort 
For  case,  disease,  for  lechery  and  sport. 

—IVorks. 

Bath,   which  hiu   giyen   its 
name  to  Tarioas  things  for  which 
it  was  supposed  to  be  &mons, 
as  Baih  brick,  Baik  buns,  Baik 
chairs,  &c.,  has,  besides,  pro- 
Tided  the  French  argot  with 
the  adjective  hath  or  hate^  an 
equivalent  of  A  i,  used  in  phrases 
SQcb  as  "  c*est  bien  6aM,"  that 
is,  excellent,  first-class,  tip-top. 
'*  £tre  de  la  6a<e  "  signifies  to  be 
Incky,  fortunate.     The   origin 
of  the  expression  is  as  follows : 
— Towards  1848  some  Bath  note- 
paper  of  superior  quality  was 
hawked  about  in  the  streets  of 
Fans  and  sold  at  a  low  price. 
Thus  "papier  hath"  became  sy- 
nonymous with  excellent  paper. 
In  a  short  time  the  qualifying 
term  alone  remained,  and  re- 
ceived a  general  application. — 
A,  Barrirt:  Argot  and  Slang, 

Batlia  (Anglo-Indian).  **  Two 
different  words  are  thus  ex- 
pressed in  Anglo-Indian  col- 
loquial, and  in  a  manner 
confounded:  (i.)  Hindu  bhatd, 
an  extra  allowance  made  to 
officers,  soldiers,  or  other 
public  servants  when  in  the 
field  or  on  other  special  occa- 
sions, also  subsistence-money 
to  witnesses  or  prisoners.  (2.) 
Hindu  hatta^  agio  or  difference 
in  exchange,  or  discount  on 
uncnrrent  coins.''— ilnpto-Ziidian 
OHouary, 


Bathing^  machines  (nautical), 
old  lo-gun  brigs  are  so  named. 

Bat  mug^g^er  (Winchester),  an  in- 
strument for  oiling  bats. 

Bats  (thieves'  slang),  old  shoes  or 
boots.  In  Somersetshire,  low- 
laced  boots.  From  pat^  old 
gypsy  for  foot  or  shoe. 

Battels  (university),  a  student's 
account  at  the  college  kitchen. 
Sometimes  also  it  is  used  for 
the  goods  supplied. 

Buttery  and  kitchen  cooks  were  adding 
up  the  sum  total ;  bursars  were  preparing 
for  b4Uteis.—C.  Btdt:  Verdant  Green. 

It  is  an  old  word,  originally 
meaning  an  account.     In  the 
Gentleman  8    Magazine^    August 
1872,  it  is  said  to  be  derived 
from  hezahlen,  **to  pay."  Wright 
gives  the  derivation  old  English 
hat,  increase,  and  Anglo-Saxon 
(2(e{,  deal,  portion.  Another  origin 
is  that  given  by  Dr.   Brewer, 
hattenSf  from  the  verb  to  hattcn^  to 
feed.      Baittn  is  used  by  Shak- 
speare  in  Coriolanus,  and  also 
in   Hamlet,  where  the    prince 
addresses  his  mother,  and  asks 
her  to  compare  his  father's  por- 
trait with  that  of  her   second 
husband,  whom  she  married  so 
soon  after  the  funeral  of  the 
first  as  to  scandalise  all  Den- 
mark. 

Follow  yonr  function,  go!  and  butien 
on  cold  bits. 

—Coriolanus :  Act  IV.  scene  5. 
Could  you  on  this  fair  mountain  leave  to 

feed, 
And  batten  on  thin  moor  ? 

— Hamiet :  Act  III.  scene  4. 
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(Oxford  Universitj),  to  baUd,  to 
be  indebted  to  the  buttery  for 
provisions  and  drink,  to  run  an 
account  for  food,  &c.,  with  the 
college  as  opposed  to  boarding 
in  a  private  house.  In  De  Quin- 
cey*s  **  Life  and  Memoirs,"  p. 
274,  there  is  an  allusion  to  this 
practice— "Many  men  battd  at 
the  rate  of  a  guinea  a  week  and 
wealthier  men  more  expensive, 
and  more  careless  men  even 
baUeUfd  much  higher ; "  also  to 
reside  or  keep  terms  at  the 
university.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  word  is  derived 
from  an  old  monkish  word, 
patella  or  batella,  a  plate. 

Batter  (popular),  wear  and  tear. 
"Can't  stand  the  batter,"  i.e., 
not  equal  to  the  task ;  "  on  the 
batter"  on  the  streets  applies 
to  prostitutes,  termed  in  French 
argot  "  battre  le  quart "  with 
this  special  meaning ;  also,  given 
up  to  debauchery.    See  Batty. 

Batters  (printers),  a  recognised 
term  applied  to  bad  or  broken 
letters  which  are  flung  into  the 
"  hell  box,'*  a  receptacle  to  hold 
these  discarded  types,  which  are 
melted  down  eventually. 

If  you  please,  sir,  .  .  .  the  devil  has 
been  putting  live  matter  into  hell  instead 
oi  batt€rs. — Avterican  Netuspa^r. 

Batting^  his  eyes  (American),  a 
gambler's  term  for  men  who 
look  on  but  do  not  play. 

Battle  of  the  Nile  (rhyming  slang), 
a  "  tile,"  u€,t  a  hat. 


Battlin'-finches  (bird  fancien), 
explained  by  the  following  quo- 
tation:— 

It's  all  in  the  tndnin'  of  *ein.  I've  had 
UttHn-JiMcJUs  —  we  calb  'em  bmiahe- 
Jinches  when  they're  tndned  for  match- 
singing  or  for  pegging — wot  *ad  sing  in 
my  hat  as  I  walked  along,  and  without 
being  in  any  cage  at  alL— /.  Grumw^Ml: 
In  Strtutge  Company. 

Battling^  (public  schools),  weekly 
allowance  given  out  to  boys  on 
Saturdays. 

The  business  of  the  latter  was  to  call 
us  of  a  morning  to  distribute  amongst  as 
our  baitlings  or  pocket-money.— JDwAmt.* 
Household  IVordSf  voL  L  p.  x88. 

Battner  (old),  an  oz.  "  The  cove 
has  hushed  the  ftattner,"  the 
butcher  has  killed  the  oz ;  from 
batten,  to  fatten.  According  to 
Skeat,  of  Scandinavian  origin, 
from  the  same  root  as  '*  better.^* 

Batty    (workmen),    wages,    per- 
quisites.    Derived    from  batta, 
an  extra  pay  given  to  soldiers 
while  serving  in  India. — MoUen'm 
Dictionary. 


Batty-fangf     (provincialism), 

thrash ;  batty-fang  or  batter-fai^ 

blow;  6a«y-/artgrtn^,athrashin] 

The  Pastor  lays  on  Xnstyyimgt 
Whitehead  the  Pastor  hatter-ftaigt, 
—Ward:  England s  RefortmaHon, 

Baulk  (Winchester),  a    hoax, 
false  report.    (Popular),   wh< 
street  boys  are  playing  at  pitc 
and  toss,  the  cry  may  be  h 
*•  head  a  baulk  1"  or  **  wo 
baulk/"  should  the  coin  fall 
its  edge  instead  of  flat  on  1 
ground. 
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Bum,  to  (Univ.,  American),  to 
fawn,  to  flatter,  to  carry  &vonr. 

B^vo,  ImLtoI  (g7P«7)»  air,  breath, 
breeze,  wind.  "O  shillo  hdvU 
pnderla  'drtf  ye  hevyor  " — "  The 
cold  wind  is  blowing  through 
the  holes."  BdvoL  is  sometimes 
used  for  dust. 

Bawbells  (old  slang),  the  testicles, 
a  corruption  of  hobble^  a  pro- 
▼indalism  signifying  stones  and 
testicles. 

Bttwdy  baaqnet  (old  cant),  whor- 
ing. 

Bawdy  baskets  (old  slang),  wo- 
men who  sold  pins,  ftc.,  to  ser- 
vant girls,  or  exchanged  these 
articles  for  eatables,  aod  occa- 
sionally stole  linen  off  hedges. 
Also  applied  to  the  itinerant 
Tenders  of  obscene  and  ribald 
Ixteratore,  and  to  a  prostitute. 

Many  a  faire  lasse  in  London  towne, 
Many  a  bamdu  hmiktt  boroe  up  and 
down* 
"Fuiitmkmm  :  Art  0/Emgiuk  PotsU. 


(Anglo-Indian),  from 
the  Hindu  hdkad^^  a  hero,  a 
champion.  A  word  applied  in 
Anglo-Indian  to  any  great  sweU 
or  soldier.  It  is  a  title  of  honour 
for  bravery,  which  is  found  in 
onefonn  or  another  all  over  the 

Hiere  is  nodting  of  the  great  AaA«tiW!rr 
■i  liuui  lum. — Atkgtuntm,  No.  9670^  p.  831: 


This  word,    though 
goieraUy  snpposed  to  be  Hindu 


for  a  dancing  -  girl,  is  only  a 
French  form  of  the  Portuguese 
hailadevrat  from  5at^r,  to  dance. 

"Come,  an  hour  of  rapture  prove?" 
"  And  what  art  thou  ?  "  "  A  bayadtrtt 
And  th»  the  jojrous  home  of  Love." 

—Goethe, 

Bayard   of  ten   toes,    to   ride 

(old  slang).  The  old  equivalent 
of  '* Shanks*  mare"  (German 
SdiutUTi  Rappent  cobbler's  black 
horses),  i.e,,  to  go  on  foot.  In 
the  old  romances  Bayard  was  a 
celebrated  horse. 

Bay-window  (American),  preg- 
nancy, with  a  big  belly.  New 
York  Slang  Dictionary:  ''She 
has  a  bow-toindow  to  her  toy- 
shop." The  French  argot  ex- 
presses the  same  by  the  phrase, 
"  Elle  a  un  polichinelle  dans  le 
tiroir,"  the  tiroir  being  in  this 
phrase  a  **  toy-shop." 

B.C.  has  become  the  stereotyped 
exponent  of  a  ridiculous  charge 
of  libel.  A  genteel  young 
woman  complained  to  Mr.  Ing- 
ham of  having  been  abused  by 
a  person  who  called  her  a  B,C. 
The  magistrate  asked  what 
B,C,  meant,  when  he  was  told 
that  C,  meant  "cat,"  but  B. 
was  too  shocking  to  be  uttered 
aloud.  She  consented,  however, 
to  whisper  the  naughty  word  in 
his  worship's  ear.  Mr.  Ingham 
heard  the  mysterious  *'  libel," 
and  though  he  could  not  grant 
the  sunmions,  B,C,  has  acquired 
the  signification  given  above. — 
Dr.  Brewer:  Dictionary  ofPhrate 
and  FaUe, 
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B.C. — Beam  ends. 


(Racing),  the  Beacon  Coarse, 
the  full  length  (four  miles,  one 
furlong,  one  hundred  and  f ort j- 
thrce  yards)  of  the  racing  track 
at  Newmarket. 

Beach  cadg^ers  (old),  idle  vaga- 
bonds dressed  as  sailors,  who 
prowl  about  the  beach  at  water- 
ing-places and  obtain  money 
on  fklse  pretences  from  persons 
frequenting  that  part. 

Beach-comber  (nautical),  a  fellow 
who  loafs  about  a  port  to  filch 
small  things.  One  who  prowls 
about  the  sea-shore  to  plunder 
wrecks  or  pick  up  waifs  and 
strays  of  any  kind.  In  the 
Pacific  any  kind  of  sailor  ad- 
venturer. (Nautical),  a  river 
boatman. 

Beach-tramper  (nautical),  coast- 
guard. 

Beadle  (freemasons),  an  officer 
answering  to  junior  warden  in 
a  council  of  Knights  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre. 


There  wu  an  old  olMtiiiate  tmk 
(Who  oftentimes  played  a  queer  freakX 
Said,  "  Take  her  away— 
Next  timt  A»  xaxax  payl** 
And  would  not  let  her  chief 


,  originally  thieves'  cant 
(beck),  for  policeman,  magistrate, 
but  now  it  has  only  the  latter 
signification. 

I  suppose  you  don't  know  what  a  beak 
is,  my  flash  com-pan-i-on  ?  .  .  .  My  eyes, 
how  green  I  .  .  .  Why,  a  heak*s  a  madg- 
tt'rate ;  and  when  you  walk  by  a  beak's 
order,  it's  not  strajghtforerd,  but  always 
agoing  up  and  niver  a  coming  down  agin. 
^Charies  Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 

The  term  is  used  by  better 
men  than  thieves. 


Some  etymologists  derive  leak 
from  the  Saxon  heag^  a  gold 
collar  worn  by  civio  magistrates 
as  an  emblem  of  authority.  It 
seems,  however,  that  "beck,**  a 
constable,  was  from  a  meti^or 
based  on  the  literal  meaning  of 
the  word  beak  or  ftiO,  and  the 
circumstance  that  a  deteotive 
is  nowadays  termed  a  "nose** 
comes  in  support  of  this  sup- 
position. It  may  also  be  de- 
rived from  *'  to  beckon,"  to  inti- 
mate a  command,  the  "move 
on"  of  the  modem  constable. 
To  account  for  the  meaning 
of  magistrate,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  transition  was  easy 
from  the  humble  guardian  of 
the  law  to  the  more  exalted 
one.  Thus  French  male&ustors 
gave  both  policeman  and  magis- 
trate the  common  appellation  of 
vachc  A  judge  is  sometimes 
called  the  *<  btah  of  the  law.*' 

Beaker  hunter  or  beak  hunter 
(thieves'  slang),  a  thief  who  de- 
votes his  attention  to  the  poultry 
yard. 

Beak  grander,  judge  of  the  supe- 
rior court. 

Beam  ends  (general),  a  nautical 
metaphor.  A  person  entirely  at 
a  loss,  who  is  *'  all  al»t>ad,*'  is 
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said  to  be  ''thrown  upon  his 
h&xm  ends.** 

He  langlied  the  idai  down  completely ; 
and  Tom  abradoning  it,  was  thrown  upon 
his  iemm  emtit  acain  for  some  other  aoln- 
tkm.— CAarte  Diektm:  Mmrfin  ChmMMle- 
wit. 

The  French  would  express  a 
state  of  embarrassment  by  "U 
est  an  bout  de  son  latin,*'  or  "  il 
ne  salt  snr  quel  pied  danser." 

The  phrase  also  means  to  be 
in  great  need,  when  the  *'  bal- 
last "  (money )^to  continue  the 
nautical  metaphor—- is  gone. 

When  a  feUow  b  on  his  hmm-^rndtf  as  I 
was  then»  he  most  keep  his  eTesaboot  him 
and  have  tmpadence  enough  for  anything, 
or  elK  he  may  stop  and  starve.— Jfa^ 
kew:  Lmdom  Labour  tmd  th€  Lomd^m 
Poor, 


'*On  one's  heaim-tndtt 
sitting  posture. 


m  a 


YoD  get  on  stunningly,  gig-lamps,  and 
haveni  been  00  your  htamt^nds  more  than 
onoe  a  minute.— C.  B^ :  Verdant  Green. 


This  word  occurs  in  several 
colloquialphrases,  such  as  '*  three 
blue  beant  in  a  blue  bladder,*' 
and  refers  to  a  rattle-head,  a 
foolish  fellow. 


They 

That  patting  all  his  words  together, 
Tis  three  blue  ieans  in  a  bine  bladder. 
— Prior:  A /ma  Cant. 

The  phrase  is  evidently  from  a 
jester's  bladder  with  heoM  or 
p^as  in  it.  It  must  be  noted, 
as  a  coincidence,  that  the  idea 
of  a  hladder  was  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  coined 
the  Frmch  word  foi,  fool,  jes- 


ter, from  the  low  Latin  foflit, 
beUows  or  bladder. 

" Not  worth  a  6eon,"  or  "the 
black  of  a  bean,**  corresponds 
to  the  Latin  ne  hilum  (literally 
"not  the  black  of  a  hean**), 
contracted  into  nihil.  There  is  a 
Dutch  proverb,  **  Every  bean  has 
its  black,"  %.«.,"  Every  man  has 
his  faults,"  which  gives  force  to 
the  English  expression. 

(American  slang),  a  bean  is 
specially  a  five-dollar  gold  piece, 
and  "  6ean-traps "  is  synony- 
mous with  stylish  sharpers. 

Formerly  bean  meant  a  guinea. 
This  is  possibly  from  the  French 
bien,  used  in  old  canting  among 
other  meanings  for  property  or 
money. 


«f 


Couldn't  yoo  let  him  pike  if  I  come 
down  with  a  thimble  and  ten  ieans  t " 

The  detective  shook  his  head.— 0«  tAe 
Trail. 

Bean  feast  (tailors),  a  good  feast, 
also  an  annual  excursion  of 
workpeople. 

Beano  (printers).  See  'Qoobe. 
Abbreviation  of  word  "bean- 
feast," mostly  used  by  machine- 
printers.  Compositors  generally 
employ  the  term  "'goose"  or 
"wayzgoose"  for  this  festive 
event. 

Beans,  he  don't  know  (Ameri- 
can). The  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land, but  especially  of  Boston, 
are  celebrated  for  culture  or  in- 
telligence of  the  highest  order, 
and  also  for  an  extraordinary 
fondness  for  beans  baked  in  a 


\ 
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Beans — Bear. 


pot  with  pork — of  whioh  Fuller, 
the  Shakspeare  of  divines,  said 
that  "  it  was  a  good  dish  which 
the  Pythagoreans  and  Jews  had 
contrived  between  them  to 
spoiL"  The  result  of  all  this 
has  been  a  saying  for  any  igno- 
rant person  that  he  don*t  know 
beans,  ue,,  '*  he  is  an  ignoramus, 
or  Grentile— he  is  not  a  Bos- 
tonian,  he  is  not  fond  of  beans, 
ergo,  an  outside  barbarian.*' 
Others  derive  it  from  the  old 
joke,  *'  How  many  black  beans 
make  five  white  ones  7 "  to 
which  the  answer  is,  "  Five,  if 
you  peel  them."  He  who  knew 
how  to  answer  this  question 
was  supposed  to  know  beam.  In 
the  following  extract  from  the 
Botton  Olobe,  in  which  an  effort 
is  made  to  select  from  the  local 
directory  names  which  indicate 
articles  of  food,  it  is  worth  ob- 
serving that  the  first  name 
thought  of  is,  of  course,  Bean, 
although  the  list  is  not  la  alpha- 
betical order : — 

"  The  Hub's  Happy  Family.— Accord- 
ing to  the  city  directory,  there  are  plenty  of 
Beans  in  Boston,  one  Egge,  eight  Pyes  a 
number  of  Onions,  and  one  Crumb.  Be> 
sides  these  there  are  three  Bones,  also  Salt 
and  Jelly.  Seven  Beers  are  found,  and 
Coffee,  Milk,  and  Teas,  lliere  Ls  one 
Chicken  to  three  Goslings  and  a  Hawk. 
Boston  also  has  a  pair  of  Stockings,  one 
Sock,  one  Cravatt,  a  pair  of  Mittens,  and 
four  Collars.  Three  Hatts  and  one  Wigg 
complete  the  outfit." 

The  writer  for  the  Olobe  forgot 
to  look  out  for  Bacon  to  go 
with  his  Beans,  It  was,  we  be- 
lieve, a  Boston  Bacon,  ''fore- 
named  "  Delia,  who  first  denied 


to  Shakspeiure  the  anthonh^  of 
his  plays. 

(Society),  to  be «'  full  of  hesmsT 
means  to  be  in  good  form.  The 
metaphor  is  borrowed  from  m 
horse  being  said  to  be  foU  of 
beans  when  he  ia  fresh  and 
frisky.  To  be  6eany,  is  to  be  in 
a  good  humour,  like  a  horse 
who  has  had  a  good  feed. 
(Coijamon),  to  "  give  beams,** 
means  to  give  a  good  beating. 

He's  the  unboaght  and  iiodeldu«d  Chd- 
sea  Chicken,  and  I  reckoa  that  when  he 
meets  the  Braxilian  Gamecock — Tom  Tif- 
fin, who  holds  the  cfaampiooship  of  the 
Western  Hemiqihere,  hell  give  him  iemm. 
— MactuMmt. 

The  term  beatis  is  also  used  for 
money  ;  a  *'  haddook  of  beaau," 
a  purse  of  money. 

Bear  (Stock  Exchange),  a  fall,  or 
a  speculator  for  a  fall ;  a  man 
who  sells  stock  which  he  does  not 
possess  in  the  hope  of  being  paid 
not  to  have  it  delivered.  His 
confrere  the  "bull*'  speculates 
in  the  same  manner  for  a  rise, 
while  the  "  stag  "  operates  on 
shares  of  new  companies  which 
he  applies  for  with  the  inten- 
tion of  selling  at  once  at  a  pre- 
mium. The  commonly  accepted 
and  very  old  explanation  of  tiiese 
words  is  that  the  bears  claw 
or  pull  the  stock  down,  while 
the  bulls  toss  it  up.  The 
'*  stag "  is  the  representative 
of  the  timid  speculator,  trust- 
ing more  to  his  fleetness  of 
foot  than  to  the  balance  at  his 
banker's  when  the  expected 
premium  is  "nil,"  and  he  is 
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called  upon  to  pay  the  allot- 
ment. 

Now  M  the  Dull  had  ran  away. 
Unable  for  the  diares  to  pay, 
Twas  dear,  as  he'd  no  cash  to  qiare. 
The  Stac  then  cooldn't  pay  the  Bear; 
So  when  the  Buu^  went  for  lus  due. 
The  Stag  had  gone  to  Boulogne  too. 

And,  nnce  the  Stag  had  cut  and  ran, 
Twas  plahi  the  Butr  ooold  pay  no  one ; 
So  those  to  whom  he  money  ow'd. 
When  they  sought  out  the  brate's  abode, 
Found  that  the  Bear^  or  him  they  call  so. 
Had  cut  and  ran  to  Boulogne  also. 

— AiJtin:  Htmte  Scrm^i, 

Cnrrent  expressiomi  in  the 
**  House "  are :  to  operate  for 
a  hear ;  to  realise  a  profitable 
hear.  To  6ear  the  market  1b 
nsing  every  effort  to  depress  the 
price  of  stock  in  order  to  buy  it. 

And  these  an  the  cHents  who   sell   and 

buy. 
Who  ''hemr"  when  tow  and  "bnU"  when 

high, 
And  -mtxo  pKf  the  Como,  a  source  of  gain, 
Which  lightens  sorrow  and  eases  pain.  .  .  . 
And  these  are  the  men  who,  all  fortora, 
Wadder  about  all  tattered  and  tora. 
Who  have  been  clients,  who  sell  and  buy. 
Who  *<i«m'"whenlowand  "bull"  when 

hif^ 

— A  Mm:  H^u*t  Scraps, 

Dealings  are  now  becoming  more  active 
in  these  stocks,  and  a  considerable  bear 
account  u  developing  itsclC—  Truths  April 
a6,i888. 

When  specnlatorB  beoome  de* 
faolters— to  whatever  category 
of  the  animal  trinity  mentioned 
above  they  may  belong — they 
are  metamorphosed  into  '*  lame 
docks,**  and  **  waddle  out  of  the 
alley." 

**  To  hwr  a  bob  "  (nautical), 
used  jocularly  by  Jaok-tars  for 


"  to  lend  a  hand ;  "  (popular), 
to  join  in  choms  with  persons 
singing. 

Beard  splitter  (old  slang),  a  rake ; 
one  of  the  '*  loose  fish  **  sort 
who  is  fond  of  prostitutes.  The 
allusion  is  obvious. 

Bearer-up  (thieves'  slang),  a 
gambling  cheat;  more  generally 
called  a  ''bonnet,"  a  commis- 
sion agent,  bidder  or  sweetener 
at  an  auction  ;  a  decoy-duck 
at  cards  who  induces  strangers 
to  play  with  sharpers  by  per- 
suasion or  by  seeing  him  win. 
From  the  legal  term  '*  bearer  " 
in  old  law,  one  who  bears  down 
and  oppresses  others  by  veza- 
tiously  assisting  a  third  party 
in  maintaining  a  suit  against 
them. 


fig^ht  (society),  a  rough 
and  tumble  in  good  part.  The 
smoking  or  billiard  rooms  at 
night  in  country  houses  are 
the  places  where  htar  fighti  fre- 
quently occur. 

Be-argered  (common),  drunk. 
Probably  from  the  German  be- 
drgtrt,  irritated,  vexed,  referring 
to  the  '  *  fifth  stage  of  intoxica- 
tion, which  is  one  of  wrath  and 
fighting "  (Korte,  Sprichwmer 
der  DnUichen). 


-leader  (common),  the  travel- 
ling companion  or  tutor  of  a 
young  gentleman  or  nobleman, 
employed  by  the  parents  or 
guardians  to  watch  over  him 
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and  keep  him  from  evil  coones 
which  he  might  fall  into  if 
left  to  himself.  "  Unlicked 
cab"  was  and  still  is  a  slang 
term  for  an  undisciplined  jooth, 
and  was  no  doabt  the  origin 
of  bear  as  applied  to  the  same 
kind  of  person.  When  Dr. 
Johnson  visited  Scotland  and 
the  Hebrides  in  his  old  age, 
accompanied  by  James  Bos- 
well,  who  has  left  the  world 
so  amnsin^  an  account  of  the 
prejudices  of  his  uncouth  and 
ungainly  hero  against  every- 
thing he  saw  in  ScotLond,  it 
pleased  the  wits  of  Edinburgh 
to  call  Boswell  his  bcar-iecuUr, 
Henry  Erskine,  to  whom  Bos- 
well had  introduced  the  great 
man,  slipped  a  shilling  into 
Botf well's  hand,  saying,  '*Take 
that,  my  good  man ;  it's  for  the 
sight  of  your  bear  /  " 

Bears  ?  are  you  there  with  your 
(old),  are  you  there,  or,  at  it 
again  7  Joe  Miller  says  the  ex- 
pression originated  in  this  way. 
A  man  disgusted  with  a  sermon 
on  Elisha  and  the  bears,  went 
on  the  following  Sunday  to  an- 
other church,  where  he  heard 
the  sermon  delivered  once  more 
by  the  same  preacher.  Irate 
at  being  thus  foiled,  he  cried 
out,  **Are  you  there  with  your 
bears  f*  The  explanation  is  more 
quaint  than  convincing.  The 
phrase  seems  to  have  been  very 
common  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. 

Another,  when  at  the  racket  court  he  had 
a  ball  struck  into  his  hazard,  would  ever 


and  anoQ  cry  out,  "  Ectea-vout  Ik  avec  vot 
#»ry  f "  whidi  is  ridicoloiu  in  any  other 
language  bat  English.—/.  H^meli:  Ftr- 
raitu  TrmvelL 

Oh,  quoth  they,  here  b  an  aocidrni  aay 
save  the  man ;  art  you  tktrt  with  ymr 
btan  t  We  will  quit  the  eaterdse  of  the 
House's  right  rather  than  that  shoiild  be.— 
Roger  North:  ExamtH^ 

Bear  watching,  to  (Amorioan),  a 
phrase  indicating  suspicion. 

"Jones  may  be  a  nice  man,  but  he'fl 
bear  watcAit^g'—yoii  had  better  keep  ym 
eye  on  him.** 

"  Now  Brer  Rabbit  knowed  be  bes'  look 
about  right  spr>',  cayse  de  acctcis  aU  had 
dey  eyes  skint  an'  dey  ]rears  open  Ccr  lua, 
cayse  he  bed  setch  cu'y'ous  ketle.vayi 
wid  hl^i  dat  Ae'd  bar  watcAm'J'—Brtr 
Rabbit. 

Beastly  (common).  This  word, 
which  was  once  used  only  in 
a  very  abusive  sense,  has,  by 
dint  of  repetition,  come  like 
awfully,  or  dreadful,  or  hocrid 
in  America,  to  signify  "  very.** 

Ere  ladies  use  such  beatify  names  •our 

folIic;i  to  condemn. 
They  should  bear  in  mind  they  always 

find  we're  beastly  fond  of  them. 
—Zoological  Companioni  :  A  Baiiad. 

They  go  on  if  I  say  "  beastly  jolly," 
And  say  that  I  mustn't  talk  slang, 
And  lecture  me  well  on  the  folly 
Of  shutting  the  door  with  a  bang. 

^H,  Adams :  Only  a  Little 
Bit  Giddy, 

It  is  also  used  in  society  as 
an  emphatic  adjective.  Every- 
thing that  does  not  meet  with 
approval  now  is  beastly:  as, 
'*  We  had  a  beastly  dull  sermon 
this  morning."  Surely  a  libd 
on  animals,  as  the  original 
meaning  is,  "pertaining  to,  or 
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hanng  the  fonn  and  nature 
of  a  heoH"  ThnB,  the  young 
French  lady  used  the  word 
correctly  when  she  said  of  her 
pets,  *'  I  like  horses,  I  like  dogs, 
I  like  parrots ;  in  short,  I  like 
everything  that  is  beatUy/" 


(American  cadets).  At 
the  United  States  Military  Aca- 
demy, at  West  Point,  new  cadets 
are  so  called.  More  appro- 
priate and  suggestive  terms — 
though  not  so  forcible— are  used 
at  the  Royal  Military  Aca- 
demy, Sandhurst — "Snooker," 
"Johnny;"  ''bejants"  {Ujaunet) 
is  ^plied  to  freshmen  at  Aber- 
deen University. 

Beat,  to  (American),  to  cheat,  or 
*'  do  "  one  out  of  money  in  any 
way. 

Two  of  these  eadng  establishments  are 
large  and  busy  places,  wherein  two  good 
dishes  can  be  had  for  a  dime  (fivepence). 
It  is  said  that  the  waiters  are  all  athletes 
and  skilled  bouncers,  who  are  more  re- 
spected by  the  public  than  any  waiters 
ever  were  before.  It  is  like  trifling  with 
dynamite  to  try  iff  itmt  one  of  these  places 
out  of  a  dinner,  and  the  bummer  who  does 
so  is  described  as  looking  and  feeling  as  if 
he  had  been  through  a  rolling-null  when 
his  waiter  has  tired  of  toying  with  him.— 
Ckiuigo  Tfidum€, 

To  "6«rf  hollow,"  to  *' heat 
into  fits."  to  ''beat  badly,"  to 
surpass  or  excel.  A  man  who 
is  wh^y  exhausted  is  said  to 
be**dead.&(»<." 

"  That  beau  the  bugs ! "  (Ame- 
rican). The  phrase  is  used  to 
denote  anything  stupendous, 
incredible,     inoommensorable. 


Probably  from  an  old  story  in 
which  some  bugs  showed  as- 
tounding sagacity  and  achieved 
some  wonderful  feat  in  order  to 
baf&e  their  tormentor  and  extri- 
cate themselves  from  a  perilous 
position.  Another  version  is 
that  a  man  to  prevent  the  bugs 
from  getting  to  his  bed,  made 
a  circle  of  tar  round  it.  Then 
they  climbed  up  to  the  ceiling, 
and  fell  or  jumped  down  on  the 
bed.  Finally,  he  made  another 
circle  of  tar  on  the  ceiling,  and 
that  "6e(U  the  bugs." 

*'  Well,  if  this  don't  heat  the  bugs  I "  he'd 
say.  "  What  a  spot  o'  work  this  is,  sar< 
taMy:'—Sam  Siick, 

Mr.  Atkin,  in  his  *'  House 
Scraps,"  has  a  story  of  a  dog 
that  certainly  '*  beats  the  bugs." 
"One  said  his  dog  was  so  clever 
that  it  would  not  go  out  with 
him  unless  his  cartridges  fit  his 
gim.  'Well,  old  man,  I  must 
admit  that  your  dog  is  above 
the  average,  but  1*11  back  mine 
against  him  for  a  fiver.  I  was 
in  our  lane  the  other  evening, 
when  my  dog  pointed  at  a  man 
I  had  never  seen  before,  and  as 
nothing  would  make  him  move, 
I  went  up  to  the  man  and  said, 
*  Sir,  would  you  oblige  me  with 
your  name  ?  *  •  Yes,  sir,  my 
name  is  Partridge.* " 

Beat,  a  (journalistic).    **  To  have 
a  beat  on  one,*'  is  to  call  on  one. 

On  my  return  home  I  had  what  jour- 
nalisu  call  a  beat  on  nearly  all  my 
acquaintances,  to  whom  I  had  much  that 
was  strange  and  wonderful  to  tell  concern- 
ing my  travels.— IT.  A,  Fatom :  Dcwh  tJU 
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(American),  to  **  get  a  heat  on 
one/*  to  have  the  laugh  of  one, 
to  take  a  "  rise  "  out  of. 

**  Great  Caesar  I  and  we've  gone  to 
press,"  gasped  the  editor.  "The  after- 
noon papers  will  get  *  beat  on  as  to* 
morrow." — San  FramciscoM. 

Beat  daddy  mammy,  to  (old 
military),  to  practise  the  ele- 
ments of  dram  beating. 

Beat  the  Dutch,  to  (popular). 
That  htaXt  iht  Dutch,  is  said  of 
any  startling  statement  or  in- 
credible fact.  To  beggar  de- 
scription or  stagger  belief.  Ori- 
ginally used  to  express  extreme 
stupidity  and  obstinacy,  a  Dutch- 
man being  popularly  represented 
as  a  phlegmatic  person  whom 
nothing  could  move. 

Beaten  down  to  bed-rock  (Ame- 
rican), reduced  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

Some  had  died,  others  were  dying ;  none 
were  well,  and  all  were,  as  they  tersely 
pot  it,  beaten  down  to  bed-rock. — PhilUpp*- 
Wolieyi  Trottingxofa  TeruUrfoot. 


(obsolete),  shoes 
or  boots ;  also  called  formerly 
"  bowles;  '*  more  modem  are  the 
**  trotter-cases  "  (termed  "  trot- 
tinets,"  or  "  trottins  *'  in  French 
slang),  **gfrubbers,^carts,  beetle- 
crushers,  crab-shells,  and  hock- 
dockies.'*  Thieves  and  roughs 
in  a  poetical  mood  have  g^ven 
them  the  name  of  **  daisy-roots," 
while  mashers  ruefully  talk  of 
their  pointed  patents  as  **ex- 
cruciators.**  A  policeman  on 
his  beat  is  said  by  the  roughs  to 


exerdse  his  "plates  of  mettt." 
The  much  despised  spring  side 
boots  officers  term  "  Jemimas" 

Beaten  (thieves),  feet,  an  abbre- 
viation of  diemAKaitr%^  a  slang 
term  for  feet,  and,  in  Norfolk, 
coarse  oiled  shoes  that  resist  the 
dew.  **To  pad  one's  deoiert," 
to  walk,  to  walk  away. 

Pluck  me  some  panam  and  caftar,  BSD, 
for  I  want  to  pad  my  beaten. — Nem  Yetk 
Slang  Dictionany. 

The  earlier  word  is  "  batters  **  or 
"  bats,"  which  represents  the  ori- 
ginal •*  pats."  In  gypsy,  UmiftU 
is  in  common  with  r>n^nt<T>g  a 
word  for  feet.  Hindo,  tal-pat, 
the  sole. 

Beating^  the  booby  (nautical),  the 
beating  of  the  hands  and  arms 
across  the  chest,  to  warm 
oneself  in  cold  weather.  An 
older  synonymous  expression  is 
"  beating  Jonas." 

Beating  the  quartermaster  (Ame- 
rican), a  phrase  current  in  the 
army,  which  probably  originated 
in  the  following  story : — 

Jonas  Smith,  of  Washington,  Indiana, 
towards  the  close  of  the  late  war,  was  body 
servant  to  a  Quartermaster,  and  after  the 
close,  and  when  the  Quartermaster  had 
been  mustered  out,  as  the  story  is  told,  bt 
requested  Smith,  as  a  last  serrice  before 
parting,  to  take  a  large  box  on  a  dray  to 
the  freight  depot  and  ship  it,  asking  Smith 
at  the  same  time  *'  if  he  could  read  and 
write." 

Jonas  answered  that  he  ooold  not,  started 
off  with  the  box,  and  on  the  way  to  the 
station  removed  the  shipping-tag,  which 
bore  the  name  of  the  Quartermaster  and 
that  of  the  place  the  box  was  to  be  shipped, 
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and  sabstitntcd  his  own  name  and  address, 
and  by  that  means  obtained  a  box  of  new 
army  blankets  the  Qnaitennaster  intended 
to  capture  or  steal  from  Uncle  Sam. 

Jonas,  who  is  fairly  educated,  said  in 
cxtcnnatioa  of  this  oomroerdal  transaction : 

*'  Mr.  Qoartcrmaster  *  captured '  the 
blankets  from  the  Goremment,  and  I 
captured  them  from  him.  Ererything  b 
bar  in  war.** — Dttroii  Fret  Prut, 


Beating^  tlie  road  (American), 
traTelling  in  a  railway  tzain 
without  paying.  There  are 
many  ways  of  doing  this  known 
to  the  American  "dead  beat," 
adyentnrer,  and  tramp.  One  is 
to  pretend  to  be  an  official  em- 
ployed on  some  other  railroad, 
another  to  make  a  private 
arrangement  with  the  conduc- 
tor or  an  employ^  to  be  allowed 
to  travel  in  a  freight  car,  a  third 
is  to  simply  hide  in  the  freight/^ 

The  problem  was — twelve  or  thirt^ 
Imndred  miles  to  be  overpassed  without 
paying  one's  fare  avvt  the  rails.  This 
would  have  been  an  easy  task  to  many, 
and  some  months  later  it  would  scarcely 
have  caused  me  so  much  anjdety,  but  I 
was  then  inexperienced,  and  somewhat 
green  in  the  matter  of  passes,  whidb  are 
often  to  be  obtained  by  a  plausible  man 
of  good  address,  and  versed  in  the  methods 
of  beoHmg  tkt  road^  or,  more  literally, 
of  dtutalxa^  the  company.— /fo^vrir  ;  Tht 
IVtsitrm  Avtmms. 


BngUsh  roughs  and  thieves 
term  this  kind  of  cheat- 
ing "doing  a  duck,"  generally 
managed  by  hiding  under  the 
seat  of  a  carriage. 


This  is  a  word  in  very 
general  nse  in  America  to  signify 
a  lover  or  an  especially  devoted 
attendant.    Fxom  this  the  verb 


to  heau^  to  beau  about.  In 
Queen  Anne's  time  the  60011 
meant  rather  an  elegant  man 
than  a  lover. 

The  Southern  girl  is  more  frivolous- 
minded  than  her  Northern  sister ;  she  cares 
more  for  btaux  and  ribbons,  a  dance  and 
a  laugh.  She  loves  the  sunshine  and  stroll 
in  the  park  with  no  definite  end  in  view 
except  perhaps  a  smile  smd  a  bow  from 
the  young  men  of  her  acqiudntance. — 
B<ntoH  Record, 

Beau -nasty  (old),  a  fop  who, 
though  in  exterior  finely  dressed, 
is  dirty  and  slovenly  in  person 
and  habits. 

Beautifiers  (popular).  Women 
who,  like  Madame  Rachel,  pro- 
fess to  make  people  "young 
and  beautiful  for  ever. "    Of  late 

.■ '  years  these  persons  have  become 
common,  and  have  many  cus- 
tomers not  only  in  the  demi- 
monde, but  even  among  poor 
girls. 

Take  my  advice,  girls ;  good  complexions 
Only  are  gained  by  early  strolls, 

Heed  not  the  beautifitrs  directions. 
Use  not  her  dear  cosmetic  rolls. 
—Ballad:  Strolling  Dovm  iht  La$ut, 

Beau  trap  (old),  a  well-dressed 
sharper  who  used  to  lie  in  wait 
for  country  visitors. 

Beauty-sleep  (common),  a  nap 
before  midnight. 

Are  you  going?  it  is  not  late.  ...  A 
medical  man,  who  may  be  called  up  at  any 
moment,  must  make  sture  of  his  beauty 
sleep. — Kingsley:  Two  Years  Ago, 

And  would  I  please  to  remember  that  1 
had  roused  him  (the  hostler)  up  at  night ; 
and  the  quality  alwa3r8  made  a  point  of 
paying  four  times  over  for  a  man's  loss  of 
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his  beamfy^Ue/,  I  replied  that  his  Iom  of 
^«»/X^i!n/ was  rather  improving  to  a  nan 
of  so  high  a  complexion,  &c—£lmckm^rie  : 
Lcma  Dpotu, 

Beavers  (Winchester),  originally, 
leave  to  go  out  in  the  afternoon, 
when  none  but  prefects  were 
allowed  to  wear  hats.  After- 
wards the  appellation  denoted 
an  intermission  of  half-an-hoor 
in  the  coarse  of  the  afternoon 
on  whole  school  days,  when 
school  began  at  two  o'clock. 
The  term  is  now  obsolete.  A 
heavir  (nautical),  is  a  helmet  in 
general,  bat  particalarly  that 
part  which  lets  down  to  allow 
of  the  wearer's  diinking. 

Beck,  beur  (old  cant),  a  con- 
stable. In  Dutch  slang,  ftdtoan 
means  arrested,  imprisoned. 

The  mffin  cly  the  nab  of  the  Harman  beck 
If  we  mawnd  Pannam,  lap  or  ruff-peck. 

— Thomas  Dtkker. 

Bed  (thieves*  slang),  put  to  htd 
with  a  shovel,  dead  and  buried. 

Played  out  they  biy,  it  will  be  said, 

A  hundred  stretches  hence ; 
With  shovels  they  were  put  to  btd 

A  hundred  stretches  since. 

— A  Hundrtd  Stretches  Hence :  New 
York  Slang  Dictionary. 

Bedder  (universities),  a  bedmaker, 
a  species  of  charwoman  now 
nearly  extinct  in  Oxford,  but 
flourishing  at  Cambridge. 

Bed-fag^ot  (common),  a  contemp- 
tuous term  for  a  woman,  but 
more  specially  applied  to  a 
prostitute.  A  provincialism  for 
a  bedfellow. 


Bed  niHiy  (aimyyy  lying  doiwn 
after  dinner  to  rest  and  dlgeit. 
It  is  the  general  role  that  the 
cots  or  iron  bedsteadi  in  iol- 
dien'  banack-roomB  ehall  bo 
constantly  kept  neat  and  tidy, 
palliasse  rolled  np  and  bedding 
evenly  folded.  But  at  certain 
hours,  as  after  dinner,  a  little 
relaxation  of  the  role  is  allowed. 

Bed-home,  a  house  of  anlgna- 
tion.  One  where  beds  and 
rooms  are  hired  by  the  hour 
or  half -day,  Ac.  An  institntion 
which  has  spread  with  incre- 
dible rapidity  of  late  years  in 
England  and  America,  since  the 
suppression  or  gradual  disap- 
pearance of  brothels,  so  that, 
according  to  trustworthy  infor- 
mation, where  there  formerly 
existed  one  of  the  latter,  there 
are  now  from  ten  even  to  twenty 
of  the  former.  The  repeal  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Act 
has  given  a  great  impetus  to 
the  establishment  of  &«{-AoiMn. 

Bedoosle  (American),  to  confoae, 
bewilder,  the  result  being  that 
a  man  is  "  all  abroad,*'  or  *'  flab- 
bergasted.'* 

Bed-post  (common),  in  the 
*•  twinkling  of  a  hed-poti,'*  in  a 
moment,  as  quick  as  lightning, 
in  a  jifTy,  or  as  rapidly  as  a 
staff  can  be  twinkled  or  turned. 
A  more  modem  expression  ex- 
tensively used  is,  in  the  "  twink- 
ling of  a  pike-staff,"  which 
explains  itself.  Bed-pott,  in 
this  case,  seems  to  ha^e  le* 
placed  bed-staff,  a  wooden  pin 


Bed-post — Bee-bee. 


99 


stuck  formerly  on  tbe  sides  of 
the  bedstead  to  keep  the  clothes 
from  slipping  on  either  side, 
and  which  might  be  wielded  as 
a  stick  or  staff  when  a  brute 
thought  it  necessary  to  chastise 
his  better  half.  Nou$  avon» 
thangi  tout  cda,  and  now  the 
impioviaed  staff  has  been  super- 
seded by  the  poker,  varied  by 
an  ai^dioatiim  of  hob-nailed 
boota^ 

Bed-rode  (American),  to  get  on 
the  hedroAt  not  to  be  able  to  go 
lower  or  to  abate.  Used  in  this 
instance:  "What  is  the  price 
ofthatf"  «  Six  dollars."  '*Is 
it  hed-rodt  price?"  «.e.,  is  it 
your  lowest  price.  Bed-rodk 
pieces,  the  last  coins  in  one's 
almost  empty  purse;  probably 
a  miner's  phrase. 

Bee  (American),  a  meeting,  gen»- 
'  rally  a  merrymaking,  but  with 
a  practical  or  beneficial  object. 
Thus  there  are  apple-bees 
for  paring  apjdes,  husking-bees 
for  husking,  raising-bees  to 
"raise**  houses,  and  spelling- 
bees.  Probably  an  abbreria- 
tion  of  the  old  word  "  bidding,*' 
or  the  Dutch  bM,  influenced 
by  &«  as  a  type  of  industry. 
**  Bidding,"  pronounced  dee- 
ding, meant  an  invitation  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

Hazry  com  pvry,  when  will  yoa  marry  f 

Wbcn  mppits  and  pears  are  ripe, 
m  oome  to  jcnr  wedding  without  any 
biddiof^ 
And  itay  witk  the  bride  all  the  night. 
'~M0ih€r  G^m^s  Nnrtny  Rkytmu  far 

'  fStandaitl  Edition}. 


A  "  chopping-iee  "  is  thus  de- 
scribed in  a  western  magazine : 
"  Once  a  clearing  was  attempted 
on  a  large  scala  It  was  for  the 
site  of  a  public  institution.  The 
inhabitants  within  a  radius  of 
ten  miles  were  invited  to  a 
"  chopping -5fc."  Each  one 
brought  his  axe  and  day's  pro- 
visions. No  spirituous  liquors 
were  allowed.  The  work  was 
ordered  by  an  elected  marshal 
of  the  day.  The  front  rank  of 
trees,  ten  rods  in  width,  were 
chopped  partially  through  on 
either  side,  then  the  succeeding 
ones  in  like  manner  for  a  space 
of  perhaps  twenty  rods.  Then 
the  last  rank  was  felled  simul- 
taneously by  the  united  force, 
when,  with  a  crash  increasing  to 
a  thundering  volume,  it  bore 
down  on  the  next,  till  all  lay 
prostrate.  And  thus  for  three 
days  did  this  volunteer  war 
against  the  forest  progress." 

-bee  (Anglo-Indian),  Hindu, 
from  the  Persian  bi  6i,  once  ap- 
plied to  English  ladies,  who  are 
now  called  Mem  Sahib.  It  is 
still  often  used  by  native  ser- 
vants in  addressing  European 
maid  -  servants.  — Anglo  •  Indian 
Olouary, 

A  Hindu  concubine. 

But  the  society  of  the  station  does  inter- 
fere in  such  cases,  and  though  it  does  not 
mind  hee-hees  or  their  friends,  it  rightly 
taboos  him  who  entertains  their  white 
rivals. — William  Howard  Russell:  My 
Diary  in  India  in  th*  Year  1858-59. 

(Gypsy),  an  aunt.  Some- 
times applied  respectfully  and 
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affectionately  to  any  middle- 
aged  woman.  **  The  title  ^i(i  is 
in  Persian  the  same  as  among 
us  Kfiora  or  dofia,"  —  Texeira: 
RdoLcion  de  fformuz,  A.D.  i6ii. 

Beef  (Australian  conyicts'  slang), 
**  stop  thief  I  "  introduced  by 
the  convicts  transported  thither. 
A  feature  of  thieves*  cant,  and 
indeed  of  slang  generally,  is  its 
fondness  for  punning  and  rhym- 
ing, eg.,  "  cobbler,'*  applied  to 
the  last  sheep  that  is  shorn, 
*' slang- whang,**  and  ''Bolt-in- 
turns.*'  Thief  was  canted  into 
beef  because  they  rhymed. 

Beef-^top  thief.  To  Stg/  a  person  is 
to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  after  him  in  order  to 
get  him  stopped. — Vaux's  Memoirt, 

(English  thieves*  slang),  to  hetf 
it,  or  to  give  hot  hetf,  is  to  give 
chase,  pursue,  raise  a  halloo 
and  cry. 

I  guired,  but  the  reeler  he  gave  me  hot 

And  a  scuff  came  about  me  and  hollered ; 
I  pulled  out  a  chive,  but  I  soon  came  to 
grief, 
And  with  screws  and  a  james  I  was 
collared. 

—Tk*  Referee. 


Man's  poor  heart  in  ecrtasy 

Will  very  often  beat. 
When  the  tart  is  young. 


(Nautical),  a  figurative  term 
for  strength  —  **  more  heef!  " 
more  men  on ;  (common),  *'  heef 
up  I  "  or  **  put  your  heef  to  it  I  " 
An  ejaculation  meant  as  a  re- 
quest to  use  one's  strength,  to 
use  one*s  muscles  to  good  ac- 
count. (Popular),  the  penis ; 
to  be  dressed  like  "Christ- 
mas hetf,^^  to  be  in  one*s  best 
clothes. 


Tis  then  hell  go  and  dren 
Like  unto  Christmas  A«c^ 
When  the  tart  is  jronng  1 

—Wtun  the  Teuri  it  Yvmmg. 

Beef- headed  (popular),  stupid, 
dull  as  an  oz.  Betf-wELeA  is  a 
provincialism  with  a  like  signi- 
cation.  "  Beef-witted,"  that  is, 
dull, thick-hesided ;  "having no 
more  wit  than  an  oz**  is  a 
term  used  by  Shakspeare. 

Beef  it,  to  (provincialism).  To 
6ee/ ft  is  to  indulge  in  a  meal  of 
butchers*  meat;  it  only  oocurs 
amongst  the  lower  and  poorer 
classes. 

Beefment  (thieves),  on  the  henf' 
ment,  on  the  look-out. 

Beef  stick  (army),  the  bone  of 
the  meat  in  the  day's  rations. 
A  soldier  is  allowed,  at  home, 
three-quarters  of  a  pound  of 
meat,  including  bone,  and  when 
the  day's  mess  dinner  is  cut  up, 
little  but  the  «ttdb  remains  for 
those  last  served. 

Beef  straight  (American).  When 
a  man  has  nothing  but  beef  for 
a  meal,  and  must  eat  it  without 
bread,  vegetables,  &c.,  it  is  huf 
8traig?it  The  same  term  is  ap- 
plied to  any  other  kind  of  food 
per  ae. 

Beef  to  the  heels,  like  a  Mullin- 
gBX  heifer.  Mr.  H.  J.  Byron 
says :  "  The  expression herftotki 
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kedi  is  first  foand,  I  beUeve,  in 
the  Irish  saying,  *  A  Waterf  ord 
heifer,  heej  to  the  htM  ** 

Dolly  was  not  a  fine  woman,  as  they 
say,  at  all ;  not  Ifeef  to  tkg  hetls,  by  any 
means ;  in  a  grazier's  zy^  she  woold 
have  had  no  chann  whatsoever. — Rkoda 
BmigkioH :  Cometh  upturn. Flower, 


(common),  ondoly  thick, 
commonly  said  of  women's 
ankles;  also  rich,  jnicy,  plen- 
teous. To  take  the  whole  pool 
at  loo,  or  to  have  any  particular 
run  of  luck  at  cards  generally, 
is  said  by  players  to  be  yery 
httfy  (Hott«n).  Bttfy  is  also 
applied  to  a  bloated,  red-faced 
person. 


g^nm  (American),  a  hollow 
gum-tree  in  which  bees  have 
hived.  This  is  more  technical 
than  slang. 

Bob  tuck  him  by  de  skin, 
As  de  bear  wus  comin'  in. 
An'  he  pull,  an'  he  pull  till  down  de  hol- 
ler tree  cum; 
Den  nigger  Bob  come  out, 
An'  run  like  nigger  mout, 
While  de  bear  tiiik  he  got  de  debbil  in 
At.  bee-gum, 

—Negro  Sonig. 
• 

Bee  in  the  bonnet  (common).  To 
have  a  h^e  in  <me'$  bonnet,  is  to 

'  be  odd,  eccentric,  fantastical, 
whimsical,  or  half -crazy.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  a  peculiarly  Scot- 
ti^  phrase,  because  Scotsmen 
wear  "bonnets,"  and  English- 
men do  not.  Its  use,  however, 
is  not  confined  to  Scotland,  but 
was  known  in  England  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  is  still 
common.     It  occurs  in  a  song 


by  Herrick,  entitled  the  *'  Mad 
Maiden,"  of  the  date  of  1648: — 

"  For  pity,  sir,  find  out  that  bee, 
"Which  bore  my  love  away ; 
111  seek  him  in  your  bonnet  brave, 
I'll  seek  him  in  your  eyes." 

A  friend  speaking  to  an  Edin- 
burgh lady  of  a  late  eminent 
professor  in  the  University,  said 
he  was  an  excellent  man,  but  he 
had  a  bee  in  his  bonnet.  **  Don't 
say  that,^  replied  the  lady,  as- 
suming a  look  and  tone  of  re- 
proof.  "You  under-rate  him. 
A  bee  in  hi*  bonnet/  Why,  he 
has  a  whole  hive  of  bees  in  it  I  " 
The  French  have  the  corres- 
ponding expression  "avoir  un 
hanneton  " — a  may-bug. 

Been  in  the  sun  (popular),  intoxi- 
cated, alluding  to  the  flushed 
countenance  of  one  who  has 
been  drinking  heavily. 

Been  measured  for  a  new  nm- 
breUa  (American),  said  origi- 
nally of  a  man  that  nothing 
fitted  him  but  his  umbrella.  An 
old  joke,  reproduced  by  Artemus 
Ward,  who  took  his  own  gene- 
rally wherever  he  found  it. 

"  Wall,  about  this  time  there  was  a  man 
in  an  adjacent  town  who  had  a  green 
cotton  umbrella." 

"  Did  it  fit  him  well?  Was  it  custom- 
made  ?    Was  he  measured  for  it  ?  " 

"  Measured  for  what  ?  "  said  Abe. 

"  The  umhrtWtr  J"— Artemue  WofxL 

Beeno  (gypsy),  bom.  **  Ki  sos  o 
tikno  beeno  f " — "  Where  was  the 
babe  bom?" 

Been  to  Bungtown.  Been  to 
Boston  (American).    It  is  re- 
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ported  that  instanoes  have  been 
known  in  which  ladies  living 
in  the  country  have  gone  "to 
town  "  for  the  purpose  of  meet« 
ing  with  lovers,  or  making  them, 
"  in  loco  secrete."  So  it  is  said 
of  one  not  quite  above  suspicion, 
that  the  has  hten  there,  and  should 
a  foreigner  not  understanding 
the  phrase  ask  where,  the  answer 
may  be,  to  Bungtoum.  In  Phila- 
delphia it  is  said  of  a  very  fast 
woman,  that  she  has  been  to,  or 
comes  from  Scranton,  a  town  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Beer  barrel  (pugilistic),  the  body. 

That  draws  tlM  bong  from  the  iger 
barrel^  I'm  a  thinkin'.— C.  B§d4  :  VtnUutt 
Green. 

Beerslinger  (American),  a  term 
for  a  barman  in  a  lager-beer 
"saloon"  or  tavern.  It  origi- 
nated in  Philadelphia  in  1848- 
49,  about  which  time  lager-beer 
was  first  brewed  in  America. 
The  word  "slingers"  had  pre- 
viously been  commonly  applied 
for  at  least  forty  years  to  other 
barmen,  who  were  often  spoken 
of  as  **  whiskey  -  slingers  "  (a 
punningterm).  "  Rum-slingers  " 
or  **  gin-slingers,"  derived  in  this 
instance  probably  from  gin- 
sling.  In  America  "sling"  is 
a  very  common  expression,  indi- 
cating to  be  engaged  with,  or 
to  tackle,  attack,  &c.  Hence 
"  hash-slinger,"  one  who  eats  at 
an  ordinary  table,  or  one  who 
is  eating  in  any  way.  "  Ink- 
slinger,"  a  writer.  ' '  Don't  sling 
your  sass  at  me,"  means  give 


me  DO  more  of  your  impndenoe. 
"Jerk"  and  **  jerker '*  axe  in  e?erj 
way  exaet  qmonyms  for  ''aUng" 
and  "slinger/*  eg,,  a  beer- 
jerker. 

Beeswax  (common),  pocn*, 
soft  cheese,  sometimes  called 
** sweaty-toe  cheese,"  the  French 
equivalent  of  which  is  "  pied  de 
facteur."  Applied  to  persons 
whom  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid 
ot  Friends  conversing  together 
seeing  one  of  this  kind  coming 
towards  them,  frequently  aay, 
"  Here's  old  .SeetiMUE^  let's  be  off." 

Beeswaxers  (Winchester  CoUegeV 
Thick-soled,  laoed-up  boots  aie 
so  called,  no  doubt  from  being 
used  in  damp  or  snowy  weath^, 
after  having  been  besmeared 
with  beeswax,  grease,  or  dub- 
bin, in  order  to  make  them 
water-tight. 

Bee  -  sweetening  ( American ), 
honey,  more  jargon  than  slang. 

I  was  once  a  guest  in  a  log<abin,  in  a 
remote  part  of  Indiana,  in  1864.  There 
were  on  the  supper-table  three  kinds  of 
sweetening  for  the  coffee,  and  yet  none  of 
them  were  made  from  the  cane.  "Will 
you  have,"  asked  my  host,  "  6ee-noe€te»- 
in',  tree-sweetenin',  or  sorghum  f**  Bef 
tweetenin'  was  honey,  tree-sweetenin'  was 
maple  sugar  and  maple  molawes,  wink 
sorghum  was  the  coarse  molir?w:ii  aade 
from  a  kind  of  Chinese  maiae. 

Beetle-crushers  (common),  a  per- 
son's  foot.  More  frequently 
used  with  the  sense  of  foot  of 
large  proportions,  large  fiat  foot. 
Also  shoe  or  boot. 


Beetk-^ntshers — Belia/. 
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Yes,  tnit  what  honibk  boots  t  wiiocNrer 
ooold  have  had  the  Mtwoatj  to  finuiie  sach 
betiU-crmktrs.^Rkadm  Bm^ktom :  Rtd 

m$  »  Rose  is  Skg, 

The  expreesion  was  first  used 
in  Punch,  in  one  of  Leech's 
caricatures.  A  man  with  **  ex- 
trdmit^  canailles/'  as  the 
French  have  it,  is  said  to  be 
blessed  with  **  hedU-crutikerB 
and  mnttcm  fists."  (Army),  an 
infantry  soldier  is  derisively 
termed  hettU'enuher  by  the 
cavalry,  varied  sometimes  to 
"  mnd-cmsher,"  a  near  equi- 
valent of  the  French  "pousse- 
cailloiL" 

Who  woaldn't  be  a  millionaire, 

A-rolling  in  his  riches? 
Though  dolorK>as  the  load  they  bear — 
Who  wouldn't  be  a  millionaire  ? 
1  own  the  rich  man's  shoes  to  wear 

My  butUtrusktr  itches  I 
Who  wouldn't  be  a  millionaire, 

A-rolling  in  hb  riches  ? 

— Fu$iHy  Folks. 

Before  -  tim  (pidgin),  formerly, 
once,  previously,  ere  now,  of 
old. 

Old  How*qaa,  he  one  piecee  velly  largey 
Hong  machin  (merdiant),  sartin  be/ort" 
Hm  jKM.  plenty  healee  (haTe  heard  oO 
alk>-auB«  How^qwu — II<fw  ^um  mttd  tkg 
Pmrls, 

Beggarbolts  (nautical),  a  term 
formerly  applied  to  any  missiles 
thrown  from  a  galley-slaves' 
boat  at  an  attacking  force. 

BeRmrs'  Tehret  (common),  par- 
ticles of  down  shaken  from  a 
bed,  and  left  to  accumulate 
under  furniture  by  the  negli- 
gence of  housemaids.    A  more 


befitting  term  is  "  sluts'-wool," 
as  reflecting  on  the  lazy  habits 
of  the  maid. 

Beg^um,  a  rich  widow. 

Beilby's  ball  (old),  an  old  Bailey 
executioner.  *'You  wUl  dance 
at  Beilby's  haU,  where  the  sheriff 
pays  for  the  music,"  from  the 
name  of  the  executioner  in  the 
time  of  Jonathan  Wild. 

Be  in  it,  to  (common),  like  the 
American  phrase  "  to  be  on  it." 
But  the  English  expression 
seems  to  denote  being  in  trouble, 
"I'm  always  in  it." 

And  I  was  in  it^  fairly  in  it  I 
I  fell  in  the  box  of  eggs  and  there  I 
quickly  stuck. 

I  was  in  it,  fairly  in  it ! 
I  was  in  iV,  for  it's  just  my  luck. 

Bejant,  new  student  at  Aberdeen 
University.  A  corruption  of 
the  French  h6jaune  {bee  jaune), 
unsophisticated  young  man, 
compared  to  an  unfledged  black- 
bird. The  term  is  applied  to 
the  first  or  lowest  class,  the 
second  being  the  "  send-bejanU" 
the  third  the  "tertians,"  and 
the  fourth  the  "  magistrands." 


Be^y  (nautical),  stop.  "  Bday 
that  yam,"  cease  talking,  we 
have  had  enough  of  it. 

Belch  (old),  beer. 

Belcher  (roughs),  a  blue  bird's- 
eye  handkerchief. 

Belial  (Oxford),  BaUiol  College. 


^p 
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Bell—BeU'topper. 


Bell  (tramps),  a  song. 

Bellerin  (American),  talking 
loudly,  crying  aloud. 

'Twas  up  among  de  mounudiu 
All  in  de  woods  an'  canes ; 
A  nigger  came  a  bellerin 
An'  rushin'  throo  de  wanes. 

— Lmcy  NeaL 

I  hed  a  plaguey  good  ol'  musket  that  I'd 
brung  wiUx  me  from  my  hum  in  Jarsey, 
an'  I'd  polished  an'  iled  it  till  it  was  slick 
as  a  whistle,  an'  I  kinder  thought  I'd  open 
JeflTs  eyes  a  leetle  ef  I  got  any  kind  of  a 
chance  to  p'int  it  at  one  o'  them  air  deer 
Jeflf  'd  ben  a  bellerin  so  much  *}aavX,—New 
York  Snn, 

Bellows  (pugilistic),  the  lungs; 
* '  bellows  to  mend  "  was  formerly 
said  of  a  pugilist  when  winded, 
and  generally  of  a  person  out  of 
breath. 

Bellows,  bellowses  (American), 
the  heaves  in  a  horse. 

And  when  old  Tom  Jefferson  sent  for 
me  to  go  to  Washington,  I  was  still  here 
vrith  fifteen  children  and  as  good  a  hoss  as 
any  man  ever  sid,  only  she  was  blind  and 
had  the  bellusses. — Uncle  Stern's  Stump 
Spuck, 

(Nautical),  an  old  hand  at  the 
bdlows,  a  man  up  to  his  work, 
to  his  duty.  A  "  fresh  hand  at 
the  bellows  "  is  said  when  a  gale 
increases. 

Bellowsed  (thieves)  was  said  of 
one  who  had  *'  lumped  the 
lighter"  or  had  been  "lagged," 
t.e.,  transported.  As  lagged  is  a 
gypsy  word,  meaning  bound  or 
tied  together  (Hindu  Idgdmd), 
it  is  probable  that  bellowted  is 
the   common   provincial  word 


hdott,  which  has  predsdy  the 
same  significatioii. 

Bellowser  (pugilistio),  a  blow 
that  knocks  the  wind  out  of  the 
«  bellows  "  or  lungs.  (Old  cant), 
a  sentence  of  transportation  for 
life;  that  is,  to  the  oonvict's 
last  breath  when  his  lungs  or 
**  bellows  "  cease  to  play. 

Bellows  to  mend  (pugilistic  and 
athletes),  short  in  the  wind, 
pumped  out. 

To  one  gentleman  he  would  pleasantly 
observe,  as  he  tapped  him  on  the  dkest, 
"  Bellcws  /or you  to  mendt  my  bock  1  **— 
C.  Bede :  VertUuU  Green, 

Bell  swags^er  (old),  a  noisy, 
bullying  fellow. 

Bell-topped  or  knobbed  (vulgar), 
a  man  with  a  large  top  to  his 
generative  o'rgan. 

Bell-topper,  that  kind  of  hat 
known  in  England  as  a  "  chim- 
ney-pot," a  "  silk  hat,"  a  "  high 
hat,"  a  "  top  hat,"  a  "  heU-top- 
per"  a  bell-shaped  top  hat.  The 
term  is,  we  believe,  not  un- 
known to  hatters  in  England, 
but  in  Australia  it  is  universally 
used,  often  even  by  refined  peo- 
ple. White  ones  are  very  much 
commoner  than  black  in  Aus- 
tralia and  America,  on  account 
of  the  higher  temperature. 

When  the  writer  was  about 
to  land  at  Port  Melbourne  he 
was  warned  "  a  man  is  of  no 
account  in  Melbourne  without 
a  white  bcU-topper,**  Soon  after 
this  he  went  to  the  Gcelong 


BelUtopper — Belvidere. 


105 


and  ordered  a  dosen 
oysters  at  a  stalL  The  man 
gave  him  thirteen  by  mistake. 
"Stop,"  he  said,  "yoa're  giving 
me  too  many."  Thb  man  who 
was  next  to  him — quite  a  com- 
mon man  and  a  little  dmnk — 
turned  round  and  addressed  him 
aententiously,  *'A  oove  with  a 
white  hdl-toffer  should  never 
be  mean." 

Belly-cfaere  (old  oant),  food. 

Belly-chete  (old  cant),  an  apron. 

Belljfiil  (old),  a  sound  drubbing 
or  thrashing. 

Belly-cfo-firster  (old  slang),  the 
first  blow,  usually  given  in  the 
belly. 

Belly  hedg^(8hre1rsbur7  School), 
an  obstruction  of  a  moderate 
character  in  steeplechases  run 
by  the  boys. 

Belly  plea,  Hie  (old),  the  old  slang 
term  to  describe  the  practice 
of  women  condemned  to  death 
pleading  pregnancy  in  mitiga- 
tion or  deferment  of  sentence. 
This  custom  is  alluded  to  in  the 
"  Beggar's  Opera."  In  most  jails 
there  were  men  termed  "  child 
getters,"  who  made  a  practice 
of  qualifying  women  to  put  for- 
ward such  a  plea. 

Belly-timber  (common),  food; 
termed  also  "  prog,"  **  grub." 

Belly  ap,  a  facetious  way  of  allud- 


ing to  a  woman  being  in  the 
family  way. 

"So  help  my  greens,  if  our 
Sal  ain*t  bin  and  got  her  htUff 
upr 

Belly-vengeance  (common),  sour 
beer  that  will  give  the  stomach- 
ache. 

Below  the  belt  (tailors),  unfair 
or  mean,  from  an  expression 
used  in  boxing  or  fencing. 

Belt,  belt  tinker,  bellows  (taUors), 
a  very  roughly  made  garment. 

Belting^  (nautical),  a  beating,  be- 
fore the  rattan  or  cat-o'-nine- 
tails came  into  use. 

Belting^  society  (legal),  a  debat- 
ing society,  formerly  held  in  the 
Inns  of  Court 

Beltinker(popular),  to  give  a  man 
beUinker,  to  thrash  him. 

Then  they  begin  u«ng  bad  language. 
They  swear  they'll  give  me  Mtinktr  if 
they  ever  hear  me  again. — BaUad. 

Some  of  the  synonyms  are  '*  to 
give  one  Jessie,  a  tanning,  a  hid- 
ing, a  walloping,  a  jackctting, 
a  dusting,  to  walk  into,  to 
quilt,  to  set  about,"  the  opera- 
tion being  sometimes  pushed 
to  "  thrashing  one  within  an 
inch  of  his  life,"  or  *'  knocking 
into  a  cocked  hat." 

Belvidere  (popular),  a  handsome 
man,  an  Apollo.  Pronounco4 
hdvy-dear. 
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Bemusi'-— Bender. 


The  ladMS  say  I  «m  bewitduog. 
Id  fact  I'm  a  real  btMdtrt, 
In  bar-room,  in  parlour,  in  kitchen, 
Oh,  this  is  the  language  I  hear. 
—Th€  BeauHJul  Mmjor:  BmOtuL 

Bemuse,  to  (common),  to  fuddle 
oneself  with  drink. 

Ben  (jonmalistic  and  theatrical), 
short  for  benefit. 

Benefit  to  Jack  Burke.— This  well- 
known  boxer,  who  has  had  the  mitfoftnne 
to  break  his  leg  in  two  places,  is  to  be 
accorded  a  benefit  at  the  Mason's  Hall, 
Bow  Gammon  Lane,  on  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 5.  A  capital  programme  has  been 
organised,  and  we  hope  that  his  fellow 
pro's  will  rally  round  him  on  the  occasion, 
and  give  his  ien  a  good  send  off.  M.Cs 
Jack  Fay,  and  T.  Sands. — Sporting  Lift, 

^Common),  an  abbreviation  for 
''Benjamin,'*  a  waistcoat  (see 
Benjamin)  ;  to  stand  htn,  to 
treat  one  to  liquor. 


(Anglo-Indian,  also  old 
gypsy),  anonymous.  Hindu,  W- 
ndmi. 

A  term  specially  applied  to  documents 
of  transfer  and  other  contracts  in  which  the 
name  entered  as  that  of  one  of  the  chief 
parties  is  not  that  of  the  person  interested. 
— Anglo-Indian  Glossary. 

Benat,  benar  (old  cant),  better. 

Ben  cull  (thieves),  a  friend,  a 
comrade,  a  **paL'*  Ou/Z  meant 
formerly  a  man,  a  fool ;  5en,  an 
abbreviation  of  the  cant  term 
(enf,  good. 

Bend  (common),  ''that's  above 
my  bend,"  i.d.,  beyond  my 
power,  too  expensive  or  too 
difficult  to  perform  (Hotten). 
This  has  nothing  in  common 
with  the  "Grecian  bend,"  an 


aflteted  style  of  walkiiig  m- 
siimed  by  some  ladies  as  a 
flattery  to  royalty,  in  keeping 
with  the  "  Alexandra  limp." 

Bender  (common),  a  supenoe,  so 
called  because  it  is  easily  bent; 
also  "kick,"  a  veiy  old  word. 
In  old  cant  **  half-a-borde,'*  and 
now  a  *'  tanner,"  and  in  thieves' 
lingo  a  **  cripple." 

/  "  What  will  you  take  to  be  paid  ontT** 
said  the  butcher.  "The  r^ular  dins* 
mage  is  two-and-«x;  will  jroa  takedii«e 
bob?"  "And  a  httuUr,**  suggested  the 
clerical  gentleman.  —  Chmries  Diektm  : 
Pickwick  Papers. 

(American),  a  frolic,  rdaxaftioii, 
spree,  or  "party."  Ptobably 
from  the  Dutch  bende,  an  assem- 
bly, party,  or  band. 

I  led  her  through  the  festal  hall. 
Her  glance  was  soft  and  tender ; 
She  whispered  gently  in  my  ear, 
"  Say,  Mose,  ain't  this  a  bemUrK 
—Putnam's  Monthly  (Bartlett,  p.  sgX 

Hans  Breitmann  joined  de  Tumen, 

November  in  de  Fall, 
Und  dey  gived  a  booraten  htmUr 

All  in  de  Turner  HalL 
— BreitmoMM  and  ikg  Tmm^n, 

Also  a  leg. 

Young  ladies  are  not  allowed  to  erass 
their  bendtrs  in  schooL — LmtifUUml 
Kaxfonagh, 

(Thieves  and  roughs),  the  ann ; 
over  the  hendtr  means  over  the 
arm,  over  the  left,  i.e.,  not  really. 
In  the  same  way  schoolboys 
said,  "I'll  do  it— &un,"  mean- 
ing that  they  will  not. 

Vauz,  in  his  Memoirs,  says: 
— '*  Bender  is  an  ironical  word 
used  in  conversation  by  flash 
people ;  as  where  one  party 
affirms   or  professes  anything 
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whioh  the  other  believes  to  be 
fidae  or  insinoere,  the  latter 
expresses  his  incredulity  by  ez- 
daiming  bender  /  otii  one  asks 
another  to  do  an  act  which  the 
latter  considers  unreasonable  or 
in^uaoticable,  he  replies,  'Oh, 
jes;  I'll  do  it — bender,*  mean- 
ing bj  the  addition  of  the  last 
word  that  in  fact  he  will  do  no 
sach  thing.' 


>f 


Bendi^  (common),  nearly  obso- 
lete. A  for  cap  named  from  a 
noted  pogUist,  who  is  said  to 
haye  got  his  nickname  from 
his  skill  at  "ducking."  This 
"  muscular  Christian,"  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  became  a 
conyert  and  preacher. 

Bendover  (Winchester)  is  to  place 
yooxself  in  such  a  posture  as  to 
g^ye  one  so  disposed  an  oppor- 
tunity of  "spanking"  yon. 

Bene,  ben  (cAd  cant),  good. 

A  gafe  of  Am  Roflvboaie, 

In  a  boDsiiig-ken  of  Rom'vUe, 
Is  benar  than  a  Caster,  Peck,  pannam, 

i*y. 

Or  popler,  which  we  mill  in  dense-a- 
▼ile.        —TkMfuu  MiddUUn, 

"Stowe  your  i«iM"  is  thus  ex- 
plained— 

"What,  stowa  joax  Umg,  cole,  and  cut 
beutf  wyiAMr—Hmrmmm :  Cmftmi. 

/.«.,  "What,  hold  your  peace,  good  fel- 
low, and  speak  better  words.** 

A  bene  nuni,  a  pretty  woman. 

Oh  I  where  will  be  the  colls  of  the  btng, 
A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 

The  Arar  m^rts,  who  sweetly  sing, 
A  hondtwl  strecdies  hence  f 

~~A  NmmdfwdSinidks  Hemce, 


Bene  daxkmans  (dd  cant),  good 
night. 

Bene  flakes  (old  cant),  bill-for- 
gers. 

Beneahip  (old  cant),  yery  well. 

Ben-flake  (thieyes),  a  steak  at  a 
*'  slap-bang,"  t.0.,  a  low  cooking- 
shop  or  eating-house. 

Beng  (gypsy),  deyil,  flame;  ftm- 
galo,  bengesero,  deyilish.  Also 
benffit  or  bengut,  Bengie  his  sS 
(see),  (May)  the  devil  (be  in)  his 
Jaeart.  Paspati,  also  Pott.  Thee, 
ii.  407,  arguing  from  mere  re- 
semblance of  sound,  deriyes  btng 
from  benk,  a  frog,  or  beng,  a  frog, 
or  bengiiy  squint-eyed  in  Hindu. 
But  as  bengd  in  German  and 
Dutch  means  a  mischievous,  evil 
fellow  or  scamp,  there  is  pro- 
bably some  Aryan  root  which 
would  furnish  a  more  direct 
connection  with  the  evil  prin- 
ciple. 

"  As  if  yuv  had  dikked  o'  teng  t«  *&>"— 
"  As  if  he  had  seen  the  devil  and  all.'* 
— English  Gypsy  Songs, 

Perhaps  it  comes  from  b^g, 
Hindu,  but  of  Mongol  origin, 
meaning  lord  or  master.  The 
Spanish  gypsies  call  the  devil 
by  a  similar  term,  d  buen  (afvn, 
the  good  baron  or  lord. 

Bengi  (military),  an  onion.  Ori- 
gin obscure,  but  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Hindustani  beng 
or  bhang, '  from  its  pungent 
taste;  or  again,  it  may  be  a 
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Bengi — Beshava. 


form  of  the  Hindu  hkindi  (often 
pronounced  like  bengi),  the  okra 
of  America,  also  called  bendy 
and  bdmia.  One  variety  of  it  is 
aboat  the  size  of  an  onion. 

Bengy,  a  waistcoat,  is  from  the 
gypsy  bangri 

Benig^hted,  the  (Anglo- Indian), 
a  term  applied  in  raillery  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Madras  by  their 
enyious  neighbours. 

Benjamin  or  benjie  (common),  a 
waistcoat  or  coat,  formerly  a 
**  Joseph."  Possibly  an  allusion 
to  Joseph's  garment  left  in  Ma- 
dame Potiphar's  grasp.  Dr.  C. 
Mackay  says  it  was  so  named 
from  a  once  celebrated  advertis- 
ing tailor  in  London.  (Nauti- 
cal), a  low  crowned  straw  hat, 
with  a  very  broad  brim. 

Ben  joltrs&m  (old),  poor  and 
coarse  food,  such  as  agricultural 
men,  navigators,  and  men  work- 
ing on  roads,  have  to  put  up 
with. 

Bens  (American),  tools,  styled 
"  alls  "  by  English  workmen. 

Benyenue  (printers),  obsolete. 
This  was  a  kind  of  entrance-fee 
paid  by  the  workman  to  the 
"chapel"  on  entering  a  new 
office.  Equivalent  to  "  stand- 
ing his  footing.**  Derived  from 
the  French  apparently,  bien- 
venue,  welcome,  footing,  used 
in  the  expression  "payer  la 
bienvenue." 


Beooff  (oo8tennoiigen),a  flhlBing ; 
in  old  oant  a  "  borde  "  and  now 
a  **bob;"  from  the  Italian 
bianco,  white,  also  a  sOver  coin. 
An  equivalent  for  this  is  to  be 
found  in  most  slangs.  For  in- 
stance, in  Dutch  thieved  slang, 

•  wUten;  in  German,  ft2aii]«r ;  Ita- 
lian, bianeon.  Formerly  French 
silver  coins  were  termed  (fmei. 

Beray  (old  cant),  dung,  dirty. 

Berk,  burk,  pL  berida  Cg7F>7)f 
breast,  breasts. 

Bero  (gypsy)*  a  ship  or  boat; 
beromengro,  a  sailor ;  fterosieKro, 
pertaining  to  a  ship,  navaL 
"Ghiom  adr^  a  bdro"— **  I  went 
in  a  ship,**  in  common  jaigon 
"  mandy- jawed  (or  jassed),  adr6 


a.ftero.**  • 

Berthas  (Stock  Exchange),  Lon- 
don, Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Company,  ordinaiy 
stock. 

I 
Dear  Bertha^  I  have  not  foricolten, 
She's  really  a  feature  in  "  rmiU ; " 
And  tho'  some  of  my  tips  have  been  rotics, 
1  landed  some  money  in  "  mails." 

—At  kin  :  Houu  Scrm^. 

Besh(gy]>sy),ayear.  Continental 
gypsy,  berth.  Dui  be»k,  two 
years. 

Beshava  (gypsy),  I  sit,  common 
form  beth;  Beth  tu  alay,  sit 
down ;  bcshdla,  he  sits.  "  Who 
beih  in  ye  pus,  around  the  yag" 
— '*  Who  sit  in  the  straw  around 
the  fire.*'— (?.  Borrow:  Lavengrtk 
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Bedienneogro  (gypsy)*  one  who 
fits,  a  magifltnte. 

Besp^ak-niglit  (oommon),  a  night 
in  theatrical  perfonnance  set 
i^jait  for  the  special  benefit  of 
some  actor  or  actress — a  benefit 
in  modem  phraseology.  ^ 

Best  (common),  to  bed  a  man« 
to  have  the  better  of  one  in 
anyway. 

And  tlut  great  party,  the  noble  anny  of 
coosamen,  would  cry  out  at  any  attempt 
to  laisa  the  price  cX  the  commodity  for 
the  benefit  of  the  prodooerty  whom,  by  a 
cniioo«  perrenkn  of  mind,  they  ocmaidcr 
their  natural  enemies^  to  be  UsUdtA  ertrf 
posiible  opportiuiity**^l?i>Miif|f  Iftwtm 

,    To  cheat. 

When  I  went  to  the  fence  he  bttttd 
me  became  I  was  drank,  and  only  gave 
me  ;C8,  xoa.  for  the  lolL^NartUy:  Jott- 

(Thieves),  to  gire  in  5ei<,  to 
affect  repentance. 

If  when  in  the  magisterial  presence  he 
contorts  hb  coontenanoe  in  afiected  agony. 
It  b  merely  because  he  perceives  from  Us 
wordiip's  #aoe  that  he  wishes  to  agonise 
him,  and  Is  shrewd  enough  to  know  that 
to  "  gire  in  best^  as  he  wonld  express  it, 
b  the  way  to  get  let  ofi*  easy.—-/.  Grttn- 
wood:  Tk*  Seven  Curtes  0/ London^ 

Bester  (popular),  one  who  gets 
this  better.  AIbo  a  low  betting 
cheat,  a  blackleg. 

Best  giri  (American),  the  preferred 
one ;  a  sweetheart. 
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Did  you  ever  hear,"  asked  my  httigM^ 
as  we  drove  along  Delaware  Avenue,  past 
the  elegant  grounds  of  Jonathan  Scoidlle, 
**  why  Mr.  Scoville  never  built  that  costly 
residence  he  had  planned  r—Detrrii  Frt* 


Besting  (running),  to  get  the 
better  of  any  one  by  nnfair 
means. 

Besting^  the  pistol  (mnning), 
where  a  nmner  gets  the  beet 
of  the  starter,  and  is  away  on 
his  jonmey  when  the  i^stol 
goes  off. 

Bet  a  seed,  to  (American),  to  bet 
the  smallest  chip  or  conpter, 
i.e.,  stake,  in  the  game  of  poker. 
— MS,  CoUeetumofAmerieaniim$f 
by  C.  Ldand-Harriton, 

Be  there,  to  (common),  to  be  in 
one's  element,  to  be  knowing  at 
a  thing. 

I  very  soon  began  to  preach  and  prate. 
And  with  the  sbters  played  some  funny 
pranks, 
I. was  so  good  at  nobbling  with  the  plate, 

They  soon  made  me  captain  of  the  ranks ; 
And  often  when  our  meetings  were  dis- 
persed. 
With  sb^  Jane  I'd  offer  up  a  prayer, 
I'd  such  a  jolly  spree  when  she  took  me 
home  to  tea, 
For  I  know  what  It  is  to  ^  there  t^Soni. 

Better  thi^i  a  dig  in  the  eye  with 
a  blnnt  stick  (common).  The 
expression  is  nsed  to  denote  a 
thing  of  little  value. 

Betting  romid  (racing),  laying 
fairly  and  equally  against  nearly 
all  the  horses  in  a  race,  so  that 
no  great  risk  can  be  nm.  Com- 
monly called  "getting  ronnd." 

Betty  (thieves),  a  skeleton  key 
or  picklock,  termed  also  tiwil, 
twist,  screw  ;  all  BtU^t  it  is  all 
up  I  past  recovery. 


no 
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Bet,  you  (American),  joa  nmj  be 
sure  of  it,  you  may  safely  bet 
that  it  is  tme. 

We  reached  the  settlesMOt  of  £/(^.  The 
mune  had  been  selected  from  the  slang 
phrase  so  laconically  expressive  of  "  Yoa 
may  be  sure  I  wiU.**.  .  .  A  night  marandcr 
took  advantage  of  a  good  moon  to  place  a 
ladder  against  a  window,  hoping  to  wcore 
the  property  of  a  gentleman  asleep  within 
the  chamber.  As  he  lifted  the  window  and 
put  his  head  in  the  gentleman  woke  np, 
and  with  great  promptness  presented  his 
siz'shooter,  shouting  oat,  '*  You  get  I " 
With  equal  promptness  the  detected  thief 
exclaimed,  *\you  Aett"  and  slid  down  the 
ladder,— r/  procul  in  itnutm  tx  oculis 
evamMii  oMram.  —  AUx.  Stavtly  Hill: 
From  Hornt  to  Hatmt, 

Bever  (obsolete),  a  slight  repast 
between  meals,  an  afternoon 
Innch,  a  meal  eaten  in  a  hnrry. 
It  was  in  use  at  the  English  and 
American  nniversities.  At  the 
former  the  hevert  consisted  of 
a  portion  of  bread  and  an  allows 
ance  of  beer  laid  out  in  the  hall 
in  the  afternoon,  a  break  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  school 
time  being  allowed  in  summer 
for  this  refreshment.  The  pecu- 
liar nature  of  the  repast  was  a 
relic  of  the  old  founders'  days. 
Old  English  htver,  a  drinking; 
from  the  old  French  hevrt^  to 
drink. 

Bevy  or  bevali  (common),  beer ; 
abbreviation  of  beverage.  Gypsy 
jnri,  drink;  Slavonian jpiw,  beer. 
Other  appellations  for  beer  are 
**  gatter,  oil  of  barley,  bug  juice, 
ponjello  " ;  and  were  it  the  best 
of  Bass's  it  is  termed  by  board- 
ing-school boys  *'  swipes." 


Bewer  (tinkers'  afamg),  a  woman. 
'*MisU  to  my  5aMr  "—*' Write 
(i.e.,  go  or  send)  to  my  woman*** 
Young  &ew*r,  a  gfrL 

B  flats  (popular),  bogs. 

Mrs.  B.  beheld  one  night  a  Hoot  ncgio 
of  the  flat-backed  tribe,  known  amongoomic 
writers  as  the  B  flaiSt  stealing  ap  tovaid 
the  head  of  the  people.— /TmuaMV  Wmd», 

Bheesty  (Anglo-Indian),  a  water- 
oarrier.  '*  The  universal  word  in 
the  Anglo-Indian  honseholds  of 
Northern  India  for  the  domestic 
who  supplies  the  family  with 
water,  carrying  it  in  a  mnssock 
or  goat's  sldn  on  hia  baok.  No 
class  of  men  is  so  diligent,  so 
faithful,  unobtrusiye,  and  so 
uncomplaining  as  the  \MAP 

Here  comes  a  seal  carrying  a  porpoise 
on  its  back.  No  I  it  is  only  our  friend  the 
bhtesty. — In  my  Indian  Garden, 

Bible  (nautical),  a  hand  axe ;  also 
a  square  piece  of  freestone  to 
grind  the  deck  with  sand  in 
cleaning  it ;  a  small  holystone^ 
so  called  from  seamen  using 
them  kneeling.— JdffUraf  SmyQu 

Bible  carrier  (common),  a  person 
who  sells  songs  without  smging 
them  (Hotten). 

Bible-clerk  (Winchester),  a  col- 
lege prefect  who  has  to  read 
the  lessons  in  chapel,  to  keep 
order  in  school,  to  open  the 
doors  for  masters,  to  keep  up 
the  fire,  and  assist  at  flogging. 
He  holds  his  office  for  a  wedi 
at  a  time.  Bihle-derh»Qoak^\nUi 


Bibk-derb — Big  as. 


Ill 


oofone  now  (since  "doisted 
thne**  1872)  on  Wednesday  in- 
stead of  Satnrdaj.  A  Bible- 
cMfc^tsoob  is  the  first  **8C<^" 
(box  spelt  backwards,  phoneti- 
callj)  on  the  right  hand  as  70a 
enter  school  It  bears  a  biass 
plate  with  the  inscription  en- 
graTed  on  it:  "T«»  dec  di«y- 
PMSTif** — "To  each  successive 
reader,"  because  Bible-derki 
used  to  read  the  lessons  at 
meals. 

Blble-poaiider  (popnlar),  a  parson ; 
termed  also  a  "white-choker," 
a  "  devO-dodger,"  a  "cushion- 
smiter." 

Biblisisr  (Winchester),  a  flogging 
consisting  of  six  CQts  on  the 
small  of  the  back  administered 
by  the  head  or  second  master. 
The  term  is  obsolete.  The 
biUinff'Tod  was  an  instrament 
with  which  the  ponishment  of 
bibUng  was  administered.  It 
consisted  of  a  handle  terminated 
by  four  apple-tree  twigs. 

Undcnicath  is  the  place  of  execntkm 
where  ddioqnencs  are  "  Ubled."  It  need 
hardly  be  said  that  it  (the  rod)  b  applied 
in  the  ordinary  fashion,  ux  cuts  forming 
what  is  tcdinicaUy  called  a  Hblittg,  on 
wludi  occasioQ  the  Bible-clerk  introdoces 
fStkt  victim ;  and  four  being  the  sum  of  a 
leas  terriUe  (q>eratioa  called  a  "  scrubbing.'' 
— Biackwootts  EMnhtrgk  Magasine. 

BiddwMf  (common),  docile,  obe- 
dient to  order,  tractable. 

BIddj  (Winchester  College),  a 
bath  in  college  which  was  filled 
ereiy  morning  for  Prefects,  &c., 
by  the    junior  man  in  each 


"gallery"  or  bed-room.  The 
origin  of  the  word  is  possibly  due 
to  the  French  hidti,  an  article 
of  bed-room  fnmitare  for  the 
use  of  ladies,  more  common  on 
the  Continent  than  in  Eng- 
land. (American),  an  Irish  ser- 
vant girl. 


or  bidry  (Anglo-Indian). 
Of  late  years  aU  amatems  of  ^ 
bric*k-brac  in  England  have  be- 
come familiar  with  a  kind  of 
niello-work  of  silver  patterns  on 
a  black  metal  ground  which 
comes  from  the  Deccan,  and 
which  takes  its  name  from  the 
city  of  Bidar.  This  is  hidree 
work.  The  ground  is  made  of 
three  parts  pewter  to  one  of 
copper,  which  is  inlaid  with  the 
silver,  and  the  ground  is  then 
blackened.  —  Madras  Literary 
Society  Journal,  New  Series,  L 
81-84. 

Biff  (Americanism),  to  give  a  "  hiff 
in  the  jaw,"  to  strike  one  in  the 
face.  In  England  to  "fetch 
you  a  wipe  in  the  mug,"  or 
"  give  you  a  bang  in  the  chops," 
are  choice.  B^  is  from  the 
provincial  English  befet  or  bt/^ei, 
a  blow  ;  old  French  hufSt,  Pos- 
sibly Anglo-Saxon  bifjan,  to 
shake. 

Biffin  (popular),  "my  ^n"  is  a 
friendly  appellation. 

"Ain't  that  up  to  Dick,  my  KJSnf"  "  I 
never  said  it  wam't." — /.  Grrtmvatd: 
Under  tJU  Blu«  BUutket. 

Big  as  ail  out  o'  doors,  a  hu- 
morous Americanism  for  any- 
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Big-bird — Big  fellow. 


thing  unusiudlj  or  abnormallj 
large. 

The  infamal  Tflljun  I  Tell  me  who  he  it, 
and  if  he  was  ms  Hg^  ms  aii  ami-dpon  I'd 
walk  into  him. 

He  is  looking  as  big  ms  aii  0mi-d00n 
jist  now,  and  is  waitin'  for  us  to  come  to 
him. 

—SamSlicA:  Tki  Clodhmaktr, 

Bigf-bird  (theatrical),  to  "get  the 
hig-bird,"  to  be  hissed.  The  bird 
is  supposed  to  be,  and  is  very 
often,  a  goose.  French  acton 
call  hissing  **appeler  Azof," 
this  being  the  usual  name  for 
a  dog. 

Bigf  bugs  (American),  an  expres- 
sion for  gpreat  people,  people  of 
consequence,  aristocrats.  Bart- 
lett  thinks  that  this  word  sug- 
gests some  anecdote  which 
would  bo  **  worth  finding  out." 
There  is  no  lack  in  American 
newspapers  of  anecdotes  ex- 
plaining the  origin  of  popular 
phrases,  but  unfortunately  about 
ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of 
them  are  what  Germans  call 
Ncuihwerk,  manufactured  after- 
wards by  some  ingenious  hu- 
mourist to  suit  the  case.  The 
following,  which  is  of  recent 
origin,  might  easily  pass  for 
one  of  these  valuable  originals. 
Those  which  have  already  ap- 
peared on  Ckntnut,  sworn  to  by 
as  many  authorities  as  those 
cited  by  Autolycus,  would  fill  a 
chapter. 

It  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  story  once 
heard  from  an  old  man.  He  was  speaking 
of  a  rich  neighbour  who  was  going  for  the 
first  time  to  New  Orleans.  "Yes,"  he 
said,  "  Mr.  Jones  is  a  mighty  big  roan 


round  here,  but  he  won't  ftaiid  a 
to  shine  down  there.  Hell  be  Hkt  Ike 
bug  who  lived  on  a  pumpkin,  and  becaon 
he  was  t  wioe  as  big  as  any  odier  bog  fonnd 
there,  he  allowed  he  was  the  laqgMk  bmdt 
on  earth.  But  ona  day  thera  canM  two  or 
three  of  them  big  gold  beetlai,  and  Bt  Oi 
the  pumpkin  in  all  their  original  aplcndoar, 
and  Mr.  Pumpkin  Bug  jest  turned  pale  and 
crawled  down  underneath.  "ChildMa,* 
says  he,  *'  I  wouldn't  bev  thought  it,  but 
there's  3(c2vr^aifr  in  the  worid  than  wbat 
Iher—QuserBits. 

While  my  wife  goes  out  washia',  an 

cleanin'  big  bug  houses, 
111  have ashop  down-town  for renovada* 

trousers.—^  Bootblack's  SoUtoftg^ 

In  the  Australian  lingo  hi§ 
hugt  has  also  the  meaning  of 
man  of  importance. 

"  What's  your  brother  doing  ?** 

"Oh!  he's  an  awful  ^^i^f*  now.  The 
Minister  of  Railways  has  got  him  a  faiUet 
in  the  CivU  Service." 

"What's  the  billet?" 

"Railway-porter  at  Lai  LaL"— F«* 
iorian  Comic  Paper. 

Bigf  conntry  (sport),  the  open 
country. 

In  the  roomy  stalls  of  the  stables  you 
make  the  acquaintance  of  Donative,  who 
bore  his  lord  and  master  to  victory  over 
three  miles  of  big  country, — The  World. 

Big  dogf  with  a  brass  collar,  tiie, 
the  principal  or  head  of  a  con- 
cem,  or  the  biggest  '*  wig  "  of  a 
place. 

Bigf  fellow  (Australian  Blackfel- 
low's  lingo),  large,  a  quantity; 
a  specimen  of  the  pidgin  Eng^ 
lish  stuffed  with  Blackfellow's 
words  used  by  the  whites  on 
stations  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  aborigines. 


Biggin — Big  mouth. 


"3 


.  ''Too  mndi  higfditm  water,  bait  (ply) 
fly  come  np  bah  pind  CSad)  htm,"  aaswcn 
the  aborii^Dal,  adding,  however,  the  qaes- 
tioo,  *' You  patter  potchom  r  **  (eat  possum). 
—A,  C.  GrmU, 


%&G.),aooffee- 
pot  GODsistbig  of  two  part8 — a 
strainer,  and  ^  coAee-pot. 

"  It  is  Tery  odd,"  said  Hatton  to  his 
oompanion  Moriey,  **  yoo  can't  get  coffee 
anywhere."  Moriey,  who  had  supposed 
that  coffee  was  about  the  oommooest  article 
of  coosumptioo  in  Mowbray,  looked  a  little 
surprised;  but  at  this  moment  Hatton's 
servant  entered  with  a  m  jstenoos  yet  some* 
ediat  triumphant  «r,  and  osherii^  in  a 
tiaveliing  higgin  of  their  owa,  fuming  like 
one  of  the  qwings  of  Geyser.  **  Now  try 
that,"  said  Hatton  to  Moriey,  as  the  ser- 
vant  poured  him  out  a  cup.— Z>smvA'.* 
SyhiL 

Bi^^gitj  (American),  large,  eztra- 
Tagant,  grand,  presamptuously. 

Well,  den,  w'iles  dey  wni  all  a-settin' 
dsr,  en  dc  lanes  wus  a  bilin'  en  a  blub- 
^>cnn*,  dey  got  ter  runnin'  on,  talkin' 
mighty  biggify.—  UncU  Remus, 

Bigf  s^ons  (common),  men  of  im- 
portance, great  people. 

M.  Coqnelin  has  been  OBted,  feasted, 
and  generally  entertained  during  his  stay 
in  the  metropolis.  The  other  evening  be 
was  invited  to  meet  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  had  the  honour  of  supping  with  Albert 
the  Jolly,  and  a  host  of  other  big  guns, — 
Modem  S0cuiy. 

Big^  head  (American),  a  term  of 
abase,  implying  that  a  man 
is  conceited,  "bnmptions;"  to 
get  the  htg  kead,  to  be  in  a 
state  rerging  cm  intoxication, 
what  the  French  call  *'  6tre  al- 
him&" 

All  the  Coloael's  tact  and  dlploaoacy 
to  pscserva  peace  now. ... 


The  "  boys  "  got  the  itg  head,  and  dis- 
played effervescence  scarcely  less  resuulc- 
able  than  that  of  the  champagne  itself.-— 
F,  Frastcis  :  SmddU  amd  Moccasin, 

It  signifies,  further,  the  feeling 
of  a  swelled  head,  accompanied 
by  headache  experienced  in  the 
morning  after  a  debauch,  when 
one  has  *'  mal  aux  cheveax,"  as 
the  French  express  it. 

A  Big  head  laden  with  cocktails  and  gin. 

Is  all  that  I  have  to  say. 
To  remind  me  of  the  whisky  that  has  all 
gone  in 
To  a  hold  that  is  not  fiur  away. 
As  I  ut  on  a  keg  gazing  over  the  beers, 
That  the  bums  are  all  scooping  down, 
I  pray  that  the  barkeeper  may  have  no 
fears. 
For  in  whisky  I'll  never  be  drowned. 
-Chicago  Tribune :  Dear  Bcys^  Come 
and  Have  a  Drink, 

Big^  house  (costermongers),  the 
workhouse. 

As  long  as  they  kept  out  of  the  big  house 
she  would  not  compkiin.  .  .  .  The  men 
hate  the  thought  of  going  to  the  big  house. 
— Loftdon  Labour  and  the  London  Poor. 

Bigf  Injun  (American),  a  term  ap- 
plied at  first  by  the  red  Indians 
to  indicate  some  great  chief. 

"  He  big  Injun — he  heap  big  Injun— 
he  dam  heap  big  Injun— he  mighty  dam 
big  heap  dam  big  Injun — he  Jones  I " — 
TTkrte  Thousand  Miles  in  a  Railway  Car. 
Phikdelphia,  1869. 

Bigf  mouth  (American),  a  very 
common  expression  applied  to 
any  man  who  talks  too  much, 
who  is  windy,  "glassy,"  and 
given  to  bosh.  During  his 
trial  for  murder  the  wretched 
Guiteau  often  interrupted  the 
judge  by  crying  out  "  Shut  up, 
UgmouihJ* 

H 


«. 
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Big  nuts — Bildar. 


Henry  George  is  gt^ng  to  kave  New 
York  for  a  while.  He  is  probably  jeaknu 
of  Liberty,  whose  mouth  is  a  yard  wide.— 
Philadtlpkia  North  Awurican, 

They  her  wandered  with  their  iorren  onto 

the  sunny  South, 
They  hev  got  tremendous  swallows,  and  a 

monstrous  lot  of  mouth. 

^Ballad  of  the  Green  Old  Mam, 

Bigf  nuts  to  crack  (American),  a 
difficalt  or  large  undertaking. 

Big  pond  (American),  the  Atlantic. 

He  (old  Clay)  is  all  sorts  of  a  boss,  and 
the  best  live  one  that  ever  cot  dirt  this  side 
of  the  big'  ^ondy  or  t'other  ude  either.— 
Sam  Slick :  The  Clcckmaker, 

Big  pot  (common),  a  somebody, 
a  person  of  consequence. 

My  name  is  Peter  Smiflcins, 
I  live  with  ma  at  Slough ; 

I've  got  a  city  clerkship, 
So  I'm  quite  a  big  pot  now. 

— Music  Hall  Song. 

Big  side  runs  (Rugby),  the  open 
paper  chases. 

Big  sides  (schools),  a  school  term 
for  the  practice  games  at  foot- 
ball, where  all  or  nearly  all  the 
boys  join  in.  It  was  originally 
used  at  Rugby. 

Big  take  (American),  anything 
very  much  affected  or  popular. 
A  grand  acquisition,  a  fashion, 
a  success. 

We  hear  that  certain  fragrant  and  cun* 
ningly  contrived  bouquets  for  ladies  are  a 
big  take  in  New  York.  In  the  centre  of 
the  pretty  bunches  of  flowers  half-pint 
bottles  are  neatly  concealed.  The  bottles 
are  filled  with  cool  refreshing  cocktails ; 
straws  run  through  the  corks,  and  as  the 
gentle  daughters  of  Eve  take  a  sniff,  they 
can  enjoy  a  "  snifter." — Fun, 


Big,  to  look  (common),  to 
an  inflated  air  or  manner.  To 
'*  talk  6^,"  to  talk  in  a  boastii^ 
manner,  from  the  propenstj 
of  Tery  small  men  to  assome 
" bumptious"  or  defiant  WE7& 
These  expressions  haye  almost 
ceased  to  be  slang. 

Big  wig  (common),  a  pompons, 
conceited  individnaL  Also  ap- 
plied by  the  lower  classes  to 
those  in  a  high  station  of  life 
or  office.  Thus  a  judge  or 
nobleman  will  be  termed  a  6^ 
wg,'  The  word  is  used  In  a 
good-humoured,  familiar  sense. 

The  portraits  of  Holy  Bonifiiriiw,  Btdiop 
of  Budgeon,  and  all  the  defonct  ^g-mige 
of  the  college.— TVUfirmy:  LonM  tkt 
Widower. 

Talbot  Twysden's  dinner-table  b  laqse, 
and  the  guests  roost  respectable.  There 
is  always  a  big-tvig  or  two  present. — 
Thackeray:  The  Adventure*  ^f  PkUi^ 

This  morning  he  went  op  of  his  own 
accord  afore  the  Lord  Mayor  or  tome  of 
them  city  bigwigs.— Dickens:  Martin 
ChuMzlewit, 

(Nautical),  a  high  officer. 

Bikin  (gypsy),  to  sell;  hUdn  engro, 
a  merchant,  or  one  who  sells. 

Bildar  or  beldars  (Anglo-Indian), 
a  term  applied  to  diggers  with 
the  spade  or  mattock  in  the  pub- 
lic works. 

Ye  lyme  is  sdii  out— ye  »wqfTpnf  lou^pe 

aboute  1 
Ye  beldars  have  alle  strudce  and  are 

smoking  att  their  eese. 
Ye  brickes  are  alle  done  l— 
Ye  kyne  are  skynne  and  bone. 
And  ye  threasurour  has  bolted  wyth  xii 

thousand  rupees  I 
^AnglO'IndioHGiostesty:  VoDremene 
of  an  Executive  Sngimmttn  , 


Bile— Bilking. 
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Bile  (old  akiig),  an  old  tenn  used 
for  the  femftle  orgsn  of  goncra- 
tion. 

Bilk  (common),  to  defraud,  to 
cheat,  to  obtain  goods  without 
paying  for  them,  to  cheat  the 
driyer  of  a  hackney  carriage 
or  a  girl  from  whom  one  has 
receiyed  the  sexual  favour;  a 
hilk^  a  deception.  The  term 
has  long  been  in  use. 

And  all  thcvikeoinpaDumsof  attrcec 
Keep  a  pcrpetnal  bawling  at  the  door : 
Who  beat  the  bawd  but  night?  who 
MO/ the  whore? 

I  doot  intend  to  hilk  my  lodgings.— 
FitUUmf:  T0mj»met. 

But  as  upon  the  scene  I  cast 
My  wood'ring  ffue,  a  friend  went  past. 
His  nose  was  red,  he  reeled  along, 
And  when  I  asked  him  what  was  wrong, 
Strong  drink,  he  said,  was  {kic  !)  a  Hlk^ 
And  so  he  had  been  drinking— milk  I 

To  *'do  a  frtO;,"  to  defraud, 
specially  used  in  the  case  of 
proetitutee  who  are  cheated,  in 
the  French  slang  **  poser  un  la- 
I^n."  Host  etymologists  derive 
the  word  hHk  from  the  Oothio 
6tZati»n,  to  mock,  to  deride. 

BHik^  as  provincial  or  old  Eng- 
lish, meaning  to  cheat  or  defraud 
(Wright),  is  a  form  of  hoLk,  which 
has  the  same  meaning,  in  the 
sense  of  hindering  a  man  in  his 
rights.  BdUc^  to  hinder,  is,  ao- 
cording  to  Skeat  (StymoL  Diet.) 
from  halk^  a  beam  or  bar;  to 
put  a  balk  or  bar  in  a  man's 
way.  Anglo-Saxon  ftoZeo.  But 
as  English  it  is  probably  from  a 
Danish  sonroe,  VaUn^  Old  Norse 


Uidki  (Ettmiiller,  Lex.  Ang. 
Saxonieum),  whloh  brings  na 
directly  to  Inlk, 

"  Bilking  the  blues,"  in  prison 
slang,  is  evading  the  police. 
In  society  a  man  who,  though 
never  actually  found  oat,  is 
strongly  suspected  of  cheating 
at  cards,  would  be  called  a 
hilk. 


(common),  same  meaning 
as  bilk  in  the  sense  of  cheat, 
but  specially  applied  to  rascals 
who  defraud  prostitutes  or  cab- 
men. 

A  third  and  frequent  means  of  evading 
payment  of  cab  fiires  is  for  riders  late  at 
night,  or  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing, to  stealthily  get  out  of  the  vehicles 
in  motion,  and  then  run  off  unobserved. 
Some  of  these  malpractitioners  have  be- 
come so  skilful  in  this  action  that  th«y 
have  left  the  cabs  and  gently  closed  the 
door  afterwards  without  being  seen,  when 
they  were  being  driven  along  at  six  or 
seven  miles  an  hour.  In  a  few  instances 
the  more  expert  of  these  bilkers  have  even 
jumped  out  of  "hansoms"  in  dark  roads 
or  lanes  unperceived  by  their  drivers  when 
the  '*  two-wheelers  "  have  been  running  at 
eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour. — Tit  Bits. 

(Popular),  one  who  gets  a  bed 
at  a  lodging-house  and  does  not 
pay  for  it. 

Besides,  the  sympathies  of  the  other 
lodgers  are  always  with  the  bilker^  and  if 
they  took  any  part  in  a  scuflle,  should  such 
a  thing  arise,  it  would  be  in  his  favour 
and  against  the  porter. —  Tkor  Fredmrz 
Sketches  from  Shady  Places. 

Bilking  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

The  consequence  is  that  all  duties  are 
discharged  in  such  a  place  in  the  most 
slovenly  manner,  and  that  as  many  as  pos- 
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Bin—Bilkt 


sible  are  shirked,  with  ooaseqaences  in  the 
way  of  bUktn^,  or  getting  beds  without 
paying  for  them. — TharFttdur :  SAeteJU* 
from  Shady  Places. 

Bill  (Eton),  in  the  hUl,  on  the 
punishment  list. 

Some  of  the  small  hoys  whom  this  de- 
lightful youth  tempted  to  ape  his  habits, 
had  often  occasion  to  rue  it  when  they 
staggered  back  to  college  giddy  and  nek, 
carrying  with  them  a  perfume  which  told 
its  tale  to  their  tutors,  and  caused  them  to 
be  put  m  the  bilL—BrimsUy  Richards : 
Seven  Years  at  EUm. 


Bill,  a  longf  or  short  (common),  a 
term  of  imprisonment. 

Out  of  prison,  Larry  I  Lord  save  roe ! 
yev've  had  a  short  bill  this  time  for  luck* 
ing  a  woman.— .Sova^  London. 

Bill  brighters  (winter),  small 
fagots  employed  in  the  kitchen 
to  light  the  fires. 

Billed  up  (army),  confined  to  bar- 
racks, a  term  peculiar  to  Her 
Majesty's  Guards,  to  whom  a 
punishment  which  curtails  free- 
dom of  movement  is  no  doubt 
especially  irksome. 

Billet  (Australian,  popular),  a  situa- 
tion. A  hUlei  is  as  universal  a 
term  for  a  situation  as  **  screw  " 
is  for  a  salary  in  Australia,  or 
"  bobby  "  for  policeman  in  Eng- 
land. The  metaphor  is  of  course 
taken  from  hiiltU  or  quarters 
being  found  for  soldiers,  who 
are  then  said  to  be  "  bUUted  out  '* 
in  military  parlance.  Thus  one 
of  the  commonest  slang  words 
in  Australia— 


Up  cuuutry  KUris  oft  are  lov, 
Work  for  "tudcar"— tnuk  Um 

—Edumni  Fit^rrrmid:  Prinitn' 
Proveris  in  the  A  mstfrnimtiam 
Printer's  Ke^take. 

A  gentleman  at  a  boaxdiii^ 
house  in  Parramatta,  New  Sooth 
Wales,  m  1883,  related  with 
great  gusto  a  curate's  hSUt  in 
Northumberland  which  had  just 
come  under  his  notioe.  The 
vloar  was  away  travelling  round 
the  world  for  his  health,  and  the 
curate,  a  Cambridge  gpradnate, 
received  the  magnificent  stipend 
of  £\^o  a  year  for  looking  after 
the  church  services,  the  parish, 
the  vicar's  wife  and  five  childieD, 
and  two  pupils  cranuning  for 
matriculation. 

BiJJUi  is  used  in  England  with 
a  like  signification.  In  prisons 
"  getting  a  hiUti  '*  is  being  ap- 
pointed to  some  office  which 
procures  certain  advantages  for 
the  convict  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  receive  the  favour. 

Some  time  later  on  I  renewed  my  ac^ 

quaintance  with  P under  difficulties 

which  were  not  altogether  insurmountable, 
and  as  he  walked  behind  me  in  the  ezer> 
dse  ground,  he  told  me  the  story  of  his 
commercial  career.  Being  a  "  commnnioD 
bloke"  and  a  "good  character"  man,  he 
soon  got  a  billet.  He  was  enrolled  amoogst 
the  "cleaners,"  and  promoted  to  be  the 
"chaplain's  orderly,"  which  was  the  only 
billet  I  wished  to  obtain  for  myself.  He 
secured  it,  and  on  a  Sunday  solemnly 
marched  up  the  pulpit  stairs  to  open  the 
Bible  or  Prayer  Book,  and  fix  therein  at 
the  proper  places  the  hymns  and  antbens 
to  be  sung  by  the  congregation.  This  wsi 
his  Sunday's  duty. — Evening  News. 

(Old  military  slang),  &i2Zd,  1^- 
pointed  place  or  aim.  •*  Every 
bullet  has  its  &tUe<." 


Billiard- — Billy-hunting. 
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Billiard  shun,  the  ( Anstialian  con- 
Yictfl'  slang),  false  pretences. 
Frobablj  introduced  into  Ans- 
tialiabjthe  convicts  transported 

.  thither.  To  *'  give  on  the  biUiard 
dum^**  to  **mace"  or  ''give 
npon  the  mace,"  i,e,,  to  obtain 
goods  on  credit  which  yon  never 
mean  to  pay  for,  to  mn  np  a 
score  with  the  same  intention, 
or  to  spoDge  npon  your  acquain- 
tance by  continually  begging 
or  borrowing  from  them  (Vauz's 
Memoirs).  To  parallel  the  pun 
between  "mace'*  and  billiard 
dum,  ef.  ••bolt-in-tun,"  "cob- 
hler,'*  kc  Slang,  and  especially 
thieves'  slang,  is  very  addicted 
to  these  puns. 

BillingBgaie  pheasant  (common), 
a  red  herring  or  bloater,  other- 
wise known  under  the  appella- 
tion of  ** Yarmouth  capon*'  or 
two-eyed  steak." 


<« 


Bill  of  sale  (old  slang),  widows' 
^veeoaL 


(Scotch)^  a  silk  handerchlef , 
also  used  by  thieves ;  (common), 
a  policeman's  staff;  (thieves), 
stolen  metal ;  (New  Zealand  and 
Australia),  a  saucepan.  In  the 
Bush,  everything — ^tea,  soup,  or 
anything  else — is  boiled  in  the 
biilp,  a  tin  saucepan  with  a 
wire  poop-handle  to  carry  it  by. 
The  sundowner  or  swagman, 
tramping  the  country  in  searoh 
of  work,  invariably  carries  this 
bUly  and  a  blanket.  In  the 
latter  all  his  worldly  goods  are 
usually  strapped  np ;  sometimes 


he  goes  so  far  as  having  a  bit  of 
mackintosh  sheeting  outside  the 
blanket  to  keep  it  dry.  He  will 
be  seen  *' humping"  (carrying) 
these  on  the  hottest  day. 

So  much  for  our  hero  I    A  statuesque  foot 
Would  suffer  by  wearing  that  heavy  oaikd 
boot- 
Its  owner  is  hardly  Achilles : 
However,  he's  happy.    He  cuu  a  greal 

In  a  land  where  a  coat  b  no  part  of  the 
rig, 
In  the  country  of  "damper"  and 

Hiiigt, 
—Dr.  Kendo//:  Tim  tki  Setter, 

Billj  boy  (nautical),  a  Yorkshire 
vessel,  with  one  mast. 

Billy-button  (thieves'  slang), 
rhyming  slang  for  mutton ;  also 
a  contemptuous  term  for  a  young 
journeyman  tailor. 

Billy  buzman  (thieves),  a  pick- 
pocket who  confines  his  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  silk  handker- 
chiefa 

Billycock  (Australian),  a  kind  of 
hat.  The  billycock  is  a  low, 
round,  hard-felt  hat  with  a 
tumed-up  brim.  Hotten  de- 
scribes it  as  a  soft  felt  hat  of 
the  Jim  Crow  or  '*  wide-awake  " 
description. 

Billy-fencer  (popular),  a  marine- 
store  dealer. 

Billy-hnntingf  (popular),  buying 
old  metal;  one  of  the  occupa- 
tions of  a  "billy-fencer"  or 
marine-store  dealer.    (Thieves), 
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BiUjhslinb — Binge. 


going  out  for  the  porpoae  of 
stealing  pocket-handkerohiefB. 

Billj-stiiik  (Anglo-Indian),  a  name 
given  by  Boropeans  in  India  to 
the  vile  liquids  of  native  mann- 
&cture  sold  in  the  bazaars. 

Billy-sHnk  b  the  very  I4>propriate  name 
given  by  Europeans  to  one  of  thoee 
maddening  native  compounds.  It  would 
indeed  be  very  hard  to  say  what  the  com- 
ponent properties  of  this  very  highly- 
flavoured  fluid  consist  of.  •  .  .  When 
drinking  any  of  the  odoriferous  mixture  it 
u  a  common  thing  for  individuals  to  press 
the  apertures  pertaining  to  their  nasal  ap- 
pendage between  thumb  and  forefinger.— 
BrmtUu  PatUrt0m  :  L(/lt  m  the  Rtmk*. 

Bims,  bimshise  (West  Indian). 
Barbadoes  and  its  inhabitants  are 
so  nicknamed  throughout  the 
West  Indies.  A  recent  traveller 
hazards  the  following  ingenious 
explanation — which  if  not  true 
ought  to  be  so — of  these  terms, 
which  are  confessedly  obscure 
in  their  derivation .  "  Barbadoes 
is  known  all  the  world  over  as 
the  little  island  that  pays  her 
way ;  it  has  never  been  con- 
quered; its  people  are  enter- 
prising and  energetic,  go-ahead 
and  driving ;  in  short,  the 
business  men  of  these  islands 
(the  Caribbees).  Barbadian  may 
therefore  be  said  to  mean  a 
man  with  *go*  and  grit,  energy 
and  vim,^* 

Bing  (gypsy),  the  devil ;  (old  cant) 
a  liquor  shop,  as  a  rum  hing ; 
to  bing,  to  go,  to  attack,  shoot. 

"  Could  you  not  have  turned  him  on  his 
back  like  a  turtle,  and  left  him  there?" 


■aid  Lord  Etharington.  "Aad  bid  m 
Qfonoe  of  lead  in  my  body  tar  my  paimf 
No,  no!  we  have  ahnmij  had  feoqad 
woric  enough.  I  promise  yon  the  old  bock 
was  armed  as  if  he  meant  to  M^f  fisBci 
on  the  k>w  toby.**— >£(»</.•  SL  R^mmit 
fVOL 


wnat  (old  cant  derived 
from  gypsy),  an  angzy  command 
to  be  off,  meaning  literally,  "go 
to  the  devil."  Beng  Snghsh 
gypsy;  Scottish  gypey  hixg, 
meaning  the  devil,  and  avadbom 
avdva  second  present  indicative 
and  imperative,  avdta  or  cWitM 
"thou  goest,"  or  "go  thou." 
Full  form,  bing  ava»  tu  I  or  atnUe: 
It  is  probable  that  in  Harman's 
vocabulary  a  is  by  accident  sepa- 
rated from  «»jt.  ^tn^,  the  devil, 
is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
same  word  in  "  to  hing  out,"  in 
old  cant,  nor  avoM  with  aosiC, 
in  its  other  meaning.  It  is 
probable  that  those  who  made 
the  old  cant,  having  learned 
from  gypsies  that  hing  avati 
meant  "  go  to  the  devil,"  con- 
sidered that  hing  meant  "go** 
or  ''come"  a  distance,  and  used 
it  as  such. 

BtKg  out,  bien  morts  and  toure, 
For  all  your  duds  are  Innged  mwmsi. 

—OldSmg^i^bo. 

Binge  (Oxford),  a  big  drinking 
bout.  To  hinge  is  a  provincialism 
for  to  soak  a  vessel  in  water  to 
prevent  its  leaking.  It  is  also  a 
nautical  term  meaning  to  rinse 
a  cask.  This  word  seems  to  be 
connected  with  bung,  the  orifice 
in  the  bilge  of  a  cask,  through 
which  it  is  filled. 


Bingo — Birdcage. 


119 


Biogo  <old   oaat),  probably   of 
gypsy  origin.    Spirits  or  biandy. 

Pass  nmnd  the  Hmgo^  wom  of  a  gnn, 
Yoa  muity,  dusky,  husky  son  I 
^L^rdLytUm:  PmulCHffwd, 

Some  soda-water,  with  a  dash  of  M^fv, 
dean  one's  bead  in  the  morning.— 7\ 
Hmgkes:  T^m  Brvwm  mi  Oj^/lfnl, 


« 


«« 


Bingo  boy/'  a   drunkard  ; 
hingo   mort,**   female    dram- 
drinker. 

•^**V  (g7P^)>  ^^6  deril,  an  evil 
spirit,  probably  suggested  tbe 
word.  Pons  on  spirit  in  its 
twofold  meaning  have  always 
been  common  both  in  Bnglish 
^Uidgypsy.  Bengaiopamiigyrpsy), 

JXUXL. 

Btngy  (trade),  a  term  largely  used 
in  the  batter  trade  to  denote 
bad,  ropy  batter  (Hotten). 

Bftmarlf-word  (naatical),  any 
learned  or  affected  word  nsed 
in  the  navy,  which  the  sailors 
jeeringly  Gflet  to  chalk  upon 
the  binnacle. 

Biflni  (tinker),  small ;  UnnytooUit 
a  boy ;  lit,  small  man. 

Birch  broom  (thieyes),  rhyming 
slang  for  room. 

Birdcage,  a  slang  term  in  Togpie 
amcmg  the  lower  orders  for  a 
bnstle,  or  in  more  modem  slang  a 
"  dress-improver."  This  part  of 
a  lady's  toilet  is  a  kind  of  pad  or 
onshion  worn  at  the  back  of  the 
dress  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
panding the  skirts,  and,  in  some 
caaesy  r"^^"g  np  for  certain 


deficiencies  in  the  wearer's  form. 
Those  now  in  fashion  are  im- 
mensely elongated  structures, 
little  suggestive  of  the  human 
form ;  some  are  built  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  old  crinoline,  with 
wire  or  steel  ribs,  hence  the  ap- 
pellation of  birdcage. 

She  was  walking  in  her  best  clothes  on 
Bank  Holiday,  when  a  crossing  sweeper 
knocked  up  against  her,  and  being  a  per» 
feet  lady  she  was  all  over  his  chevy  before 
he'd  time  to  turn  round,  and  they  took 
her  by  the  chignon  and  the  Hrdcagi  and 
waltxed  her  into  Vine  Street  quicker  than 
a  wink. — Sporiimg  Timgs. 

Me  and  Jane  was  at  Greenwich  last 
week.  l*he  hill's  very  nice,  but  Jane  quite 
spiled  her  birdcage  rollin'  down.  A  new 
dress,  loo,— Ally  SU^f^s  Ilal/'HoHday. 

Not  long  ago  there  was  an 
action  relating  to  patents  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice.  The 
court  was  strewn  with  various 
specimens  of  these  articles,  and 
considerable  amusement  was 
caused  by  the  spectacle  of  a 
judge  and  several  leading  coun- 
sel arguing  gravely  on  the  in- 
tricacies of  the  various  designs 
for  dress-improvers.  The  judge, 
after  looking  at  several  designs, 
said,  "  I  hope  you  are  going  to 
produce  another  of  these  ar- 
ticles, Mr. ,  which  I  do  not 

see  here.  It  is  called  the  Jubi- 
lee ..  .  it  is  one  which,  when 
a  lady  sits  down,  plays  the 
'  National  Anthem.' "  An  old 
lawyer  would  have  his  feeble 
joke,  too,  and  remarked  that  he 
had  attended  the  sittings  of  the 
court  for  many  years,  but  that 
never  had  he  witnessed  so  much 
"bustle." 
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Birdcage — Biskofi^s  fooi. 


(Bacing),  the  waddling  pad- 
dock adjoining  the  Grand  Stand 
at  Newmarket.  (Popular),  a 
fonr- wheeled  cab,  otherwise 
known  by  the  appropriate  ap- 
pellation of  "  growler." 

Bird-lime  (thieves),  rhyming  slang 
for  time. 

Birdseye  (popular),  a  handker- 
chief. 

Were  they  lurking  at  this  lecluded  spot 
antil  what  they  thought  was  a  good  time 
to  sheer  off  with  the  "  swag  "  ?  Was  that 
the  swag  tied  up  in  the  blue  hinUey*  f— 
/.  Greenwood:  In  Strtmge  Company. 

Bird's  eye  fogle,  a  (prize-fighters), 
the  name  of  a  scarf  tied  round 
their  waists  by  prize-fighters  in 
the  ring ;  a  neckerchief  or  hand- 
kerchief with  white  spots  on  a 
black,  blue,  or  other  ground. 
FogUt  from  the  German  vofjd^  a 
bird. 

Bird's  eye  wipe  (common),  a  ker- 
chief, either  for  the  pocket  or 
neck,  with  blue  spots  on  it. 

Birk  (back  slang),  a  *'crib,"  i.e., 
house. 

Birthday  suit  (common),  the  suit 
of  our  first  parents  before  they 
had  a  bite  in  the  apple. 

Bish  (Anglo-Indian),  poison ;  San- 
skrit, vlaha,  poison. 

An  old  English  gypsy  once  asked  me 
if  I  knew  what  heesa  meant.  He  said  it 
was  a  kind  of  poison  made  from  beans.  I 
recognised  in  it  at  once  an  Indian  word 
for  poison,  e^)ecially  aconite. 


Bishop  (hone-dealen),  to  KnHep  a 
horse  is  a  swindHngoontiiTanoe 
resorted  to  in  order  to  daodYe 
buyers  as  to  its  age.  An  old 
horse  has  no  black  streaks  on 
his  teeth,  and  by  some  piocoBs 
these  are  made  to  aj^tear ;  ttam. 
a  north  of  England  term.    See 

BlBH0P*8  FOOT. 

(Common),  the  chamber  aten- 
sil  or  "  Jordan ; "  also,  lat- 
terly, an  **  itw"  The  last  is  de- 
rived from  the  humorous  de- 
scription of  Max  (^Rell  in 
**  John  Bull's  Womankind,"  p. 

"  Betto'  stil],  would  you  bdieve  that  ia 
very  good  houses  I  have  seen,  and  very 
plainly  too,  .  .  .  ye«,  positivdy,  I  have 
seen  //on  the  floor  under  the  waahstandf* 

Bishop's  court.  In  most  Austra- 
lian sees  the  bishop's  palace  is 
called  bishop's  court.  Perhaps 
palaces  are  considered  unsuit- 
able for  democratic  conmin- 
nitics ;  just  as  it  is  not  correct 
to  address  a  colonial  bishop  as 
**  my  lord."  In  practice,  how- 
ever, they  are  always  addressed 
"  my  lori"  Not  to  do  so  would 
be  an  incivility. 

Bishop's  foot,  to  bishop  (Low- 
land Scotch  and  North  of  Eng- 
land), the  devil's  foot.  Milk 
burned  in  the  pan  is,  in  tiie 
North  of  England,  said  to  be 
bUhoped,  In  Fifeshire  the 
expression  is  applied  to  food 
that  has  been  scorched  in  cook- 
ing or  otherwise  spoiled — "lAe 
bithop'tfoot'ihiit"  The  bishop 
means  the  devil,  and  the  saying 


Bisser — Bitch  parly. 
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is  probablj  a  reUo  of  the  times 
of  the  Befonnatioii,  when  in 
Scotland  everything  connected 
with  pirelaoy  was  considered  to 
be  bad. 


(gypsy),  to  forget. 


Bit  (American),  correctly  the  old 
Spanish  **  real,"  equal  to  twelve 
and  a  half  cents,  or  about  s&- 
pence.  In  England  the  now 
seldom  seen  foorpenny- piece 
was  called  a  f6iirpenny-6t<,  also 
a  **  joey,"  from  the  late  Joseph 
Hume,  M.P.,  who  extolled  its 
convenience  in  a  speech  which 
he  made  in  Parliament.  In 
Pennsylvania  the  ''real"  was 
called  an  elevenpenny-6t^,— 5it 
being  a  translation  of  the 
Spanish  "  peso,"  a  piece  or  IM 
(as  it  was  popularly  understood), 
and  signified  any  coin.  Since 
this  Spanish  and  Mexican 
money  was  withdrawn  from 
circulation  the  torm  hiJL  is 
applied  to  the  "dime/*  The 
••medio  "or*' half-real"  was  in 
Philadelphia  called  a  fippenny^ 
hU  (fivepenny),  which  was  ab- 
breviated to  "  fip,"  as  "  eleven- 
penny-^"  became  contracted 
to  "levy."  This  old  Spanish 
cnirency  became  so  worn  that 
the  "  levy,"  which  was  legally 
worth  twdve  and  a  half  cents, 
often  weighed  less  than  the  ten- 
cent  silver  piece  or  "dime," 
and  it  was  said  that  boys  were 
in  the  habit  of  filing  down 
and  smoothing  the  latter  so 
as  to  make  them  pass  for  the 
fonner. 


A  Philadelphian  is  always  stylish  and 
fiuhionable  when  he  owns  twelve  and  a 
half  cents,  for  then  be  can  always  hold  a 
Uvy  QtYtty-^yaniiy  Fair,  1861. 

(West  Indian),  a  hit  is  a  four- 
penny  piece.  In  Demerara  the 
negroes  make  this  one  of  their 
units  of  calculation.  Thus  a 
shilling  is  three  hiU,  and  so 
on. 

(Popular),  fouzpence. 

Bitch,  to  (old  slang),  to  give  way 
through  fear.  The  primary 
meaning  is  to  sport  (Conmion), 
"to  be "  or  '* to  stand  hUeh," 
from  the  gypsy  biieher  or  friicA, 
to  send  away,  let  go,  or  yield. 

*'  Don't  bitcher  it  because  you're  at« 
rash" — "Don't  let  it  go  because  you're 
afraid." 

To  assume  a  woman's  functions 
in  making  tea,  presiding  at  the 
table,  &c. 

Bitchadey-pawdel  (gypsy)»  trans- 
ported. 

Bitch  booby  (old  military  slang), 
a  country  girL 

Bitcher  (gypsy),  to  send.    Hence 
to  order  or  command.    Bitcher- 
ing  h6rt,  police  or  assize-courts. 
See  To  Bitch. 

Bitcherin  mush  (gypsy),  a  magis- 
trate. 

Bitcher-pawdel  (gypsy),  to  trans- 
port. 

Bitch  party  (university),  tea  party; 
only  suitable  for  women  in  the 
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Biter— BiU. 


znindB  of  the  ooinen  of  this 
irreverent  ezpressioiL  "Will 
yoabe  old  Uukt"  means  **  WHl 
yon  make  tea  7  *' 

Biter  (old),  a  woman  of  inordinate 
sexual  desires. 

Bite  the  ear,  to  (prison  slang), 
to  borrow.  **  I  bit  his  ear  for 
three  and  a  sprat " — I  borrowed 
38.  6d.  of  him. 

Bite  the  roger,  to  (thieves),  to 
steal  a  portmanteao. 

Bite  the  wiper,  to  (thieves),  to 
steal  a  pocket-handkerchief. 

Bite,  to  (common),  to  take  in,  im- 
pose on,  cheat,  over-reach  in  any 
way.  Hottcn  says  this  is  a 
gypsy  term,  but  does  not  prove 
it.  "  Cross-bite,  for  a  cheat, 
constantly  occurs  in  the  writers 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  Bailey 
has  cross-bite,  a  disappointment, 
probably  the  primary  sense,  and 
hiU  is  very  probably  a  contrac- 
tion of  this."  It  is  much  more 
probably  derived  from  the  Dutch 
huiten,  which  in  slang  means, 
according  to  Teirlinck,  to  buy, 
or  trade,  and  which  is  more 
accurately  defined  by  Ghcrard 
van  der  Scheurcn  (Teuihonitia 
oft  Duytdender,  1475-77)  as 
"  Buytetif  wesselcn  mangeln, 
cuyden  ;  tuytchcn-cambiTe,  per- 
mutare,"  &c.  These  words  all 
mean  to  trade,  exchange,  or 
barter  ;  but  tuyschen  indicates 
cheating,  or  swindling ;  com- 
bining the  force  of  the  analo- 


gous German  words  tamttlkm,  to 
exchange  or  trade,  and  Utwtehmt 
to  deceive.  Hotten  also  says 
that  6tte  is  a  north  ooontiy 
word  for  a  hard  bargain  (used 
by  Pope),  and  that  Swift  teUs 
ns  that  it  originated  with  a 
nobleman  in  his  day.  Accord- 
ing to  Sewel's  Diotionary,  ImU 
is  booty,  spoil,  pillage ;  datka, 
among  other  meanings,  has  '*  to 
'  go  out  to  pillage,*'  and  •"  lich  te 
buyten  gaan  '*  (t.e.,  to  go  oat,  or 
away,  or  too  far)  is  '*  to  be  ex- 
orbitant." When  we  remember 
that  hyten  means  in  Dntch  to 
hitCt  and  huyten  (which  has  al- 
most the  same  pronunciation) 
to  bargain  with  all  the  associa- 
tions of  deceit  and  jdnnder,  it 
seems  much  more  probable  that 
bite,  a  hard  bargain,  or  UU,  to 
cheat,  came  from  the'  Low 
Countries  direct,  than  from  an 
English  word  signifying  "dis- 
appointment."— C.  O.  L, 

BiU  was  formerly  used  as  an 
interjection  equivalent  to  the 
modem  expression  "  sold ! " 
There  is  a  story  of  a  man  sen- 
tenced to  the  gallows  who  sold 
his  body  to  a  surgeon.  .  .  . 

It  U  a  superstition  with  some  surgeons 
who  beg  the  bodies  of  condemned  male- 
factors, to  go  to  the  gaol  and  balsam  iir 
the  carcass  with  the  criminal  *«mitfir  .  . . 
The  fellow  who  killed  the  officer  of  New- 
gate, very  forwardly,  and  like  a  man  wbo 
was  willing  to  deal,  told  him,  '*  Look  you, 
Mr.  Surgeon,  that  little  dry  fdk>w,  who 
has  been  half-starved  all  his  Kfe,  aod  b 
now  half-dead  with  fear,  cannot  answer 
your  purpose.  .  .  .  Come,  for  twenty 
shillings  I  am  your  man."  Says  the 
surgeon,  "  Done,  there's  a  guinea.*  Thb 
witty  rogue  took  the  money,  and  m  •oon 


Bite— Bitter. 
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M  be  had  u  in  his  liBt,  cries,  **BiU,  I  am 
to  be  hanged  in  dbaiDM,'*--S^tmt9r,  No. 
MM- 


up  (tailors),  an  unpleasant 
altercation.  « 

Bit^aker  (thieves*  slang),  a  coiner 
or  fofger  of  false  money.  To 
"fake"  is  probably  the  Latin 
fado^  which  has  many  meanings 
besides  its  primary  meanings  of 
"make"  and  "do."  It  may 
also  be  a  form  of  the  gypsy  her^ 
which  has  the  same  significa- 
tions. A  hU-fahtr  would,  there- 
fore, be  a  maker  of  money  (bit). 

Bifc4akin^  (thieves'  slang),  coin- 
ing or  forging  money. 

Bitins:  his  hips  (tailors),  regret- 
ting what  he  has  done  or  said. 

Biting  np  (tailors),  grieving  for 
something  lost  or  gon& 

Bitingf  your  name  in  (popular), 
taking  a  laige  draught  of  some 
liquor,  drinking  deep  or  greedily. 

Bit  of  Uood,  a  spirited  horse  that 
has  some  blood. 

Bit  of  caTBlry,  a  saddle  horse. 

Bit  of  leaf  (prison),  a  small  quan- 
tity of  tobacco. 

The  same  rigid  rule  is  in  force  at  Port* 
land.  I  soppose  it  is  because  the  convicts 
almost  to  a  man  set  such  a  hi^  value  on 
a  kit  ^  Uaf^  r^aidaiq^  it  as  the  greatest 
Inznry  of  their  lives,  that  the  authorities 
are  so  severe  fai  thtir  endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  them.  But  they  get  it  for  all  that. 
— /.  Grammmml:  Gm§i  Binb  mi  Largt, 


Bit  of  mutton  (common),  a  nice 
woman,  generally  in  a  question- 
able sense. 

Bit  on,  a  (common),  slightly  in- 
toxicated. 

The  gallant  aq>tain  was  a  bit  on.  He 
wanted  to  make  some  purchases  there  and 
then. — Sporting  Timgs, 

Bit  of  sticks  (sporting),  a  copse. 

The  form  of  the  master,  his  white  head, 
who  bends 
With  his  fine  old  school  air,  deferential 
and  courtly, 
As  his  hand  to  our  Belle's  tiny  boot- 
tip  he  lends. 
'*  Boots  and  saddles  "  the  word  is : — and 
ye  who  would  follow 
For  a  last  stirrup-cup  loiter  not  nor 
delay ! 
For  from  yon  Sit  0/  sticks  will  ere  long 
the  view-hoUoa 
Ring  the  rise  of  the  curtain,  the  start 
of  the  play. 

— sporting  Timis. 

Bit  of  stuff  (familiar),  over- 
dressed man ;  a  man  with  full 
confidence  in  his  appearance 
and  ability.  A  young  woman 
of  dissolute  life,  who  is  also 
called  a  "  bit  of  muslin." 

(Common),  a  draft  or  bill  of 
exchange. 

I  am  sorry  that  bit  ofstn/^(meuung  the 
bill)  wasn't  for  five  thousand  francs. — 
Lcvtr:  Tk4  Dodd  Family  Abroad. 

Bits  of  stiff  (popular),  bank  notes. 

Bitter  (general),  to  "  do  a  hiUer;* 
to  have  a  glass  of  bitter  ale. 
Originally  an  Oxford  term. 

Into  the  "  Cri."  of  an  evening  I  slip, 
And    into  the  cool   sparkling  bitter  I 
dip. 

— Music  UaU  Song. 


T^ 
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Bitto — Black-a9ui4an. 


Bitto,  bitti  (gypsy),  a  bit,  a  UtUe, 
small,  litUe.  A  hitto  mSi»k,  a 
small  man;  hitti  dir,  fainter, 
lower  (voloe),  less,  smaller; 
biUi  miUlo8  or  mHUeyt,  goblins, 
fairies. 

Bivvy,  piwy  (provincial),  a  drink, 
beer ;  a  shant  of  bivvy,  a  pot  of 
beer ;  a  diminntive  of  beverage, 
or  from  the  gypsy  piava  or  hiava, 
to  drink ;  pivo,  beer  in  Bohemian 
or  Czech.  In  French  cant  pivoU 
is  wine. 


mugs  t-Hind  their  black  and  red  lap 
let  'em  carry ; 
But  wen  they  are  next  00  the  Sob  they  vfll 
'ave  to  look  wideH>h  I  lor  'Arry. 


In  theatrical  language  the  ku 
is  the  acting,  performing  a  part. 

And,  when  you  come  to  Covcnt  G.,  it  aho 

may  be  said, 
That  Horace  Lemuud's  book  m  good,  and 

worthy  to  be  read ; 
That  Squire  and  those  are  fomiy  dM^a 

that  Fanny  Lealie'a  "great," 
And  Josq;>h  Cave,  in  all  the  Nm,  m  taait 

and  up  to  date. 


Biy^g'hin  (tinker),  stealing; 
biyigK\  to  steal ;  biyegh*  th*eenik, 
to  steal  the  thing. 

Biz  (English  and  American), 
business. 

"They  manage  these  things  better  in 
France,"  said  Gub,  on  the  Caffarel  affair. 
"  It's  all  very  well  to  sneer  at  'decorated 
tailors/  but  I  think  if  you  can  do  it,  to 
pay  your  tailor  with  a  decoration  is  dashed 
good  Inz.     I  think  I  shall  try  it  on." 

"What'll  you  decorate  him  with?" 
asked  Rootytooty,  who  takes  a  lively  in- 
terest in  these  matters,  and  believes  muchly 
in  an  editor's  ability  to  benefit  his  fellow* 
men. 

••  Oh,"  replied  Gub,  "  I  shaU  try  him 
with  the  Order  of  the  Boot."—S/0rtiMg^ 
Times. 

It  also  means   any  kind  of 
occapation. 

That  wasn't  my  day  for  being  in  the 
target  6is,  and  I  flopped  flat  as  a  pan* 
cake. — AmtHcaH  Stwspaptr, 

To  bonnet  a  lot  of  old  blokes  and  make 
petticoats  squeal  is  good  hix^ 

But  a  Crusher's  'ard  knuckles  a  crunching 
yer  scrag?  No,  I'm  bio  wed  if  that  is ! 

Let  'em  swarm  "  in  their  thousands  "-—the 


B.  K.  S.  (officers),  barracks,  used 
specially  among  officers  in  mufti, 
who  wish  to  preserve  the  in- 
cognito. 

Blab  (common),  to  talk  incon- 
siderately, to  let  secrets  slip 
out,  betray  ;  Dan.  hUMrrt,  to 
babble. 

"  He  has  not  peached  so  far,"  said  the 
Jew.  .  .  .  "  If  he  means  to^Ai^nsaffloag 
his  new  friends,  we  may  slap  bis  mooth 
yt.C— Charles  Dickens :  OHver  Twist 

Among  the  many  modes  of  tormentiof 
practised  by  the  ordinary  woman  of  sodcty, 
one  of  the  worst  is  her  habit  of  AfaWy, 
or  repeating  to  one  dear  friend  the  thiocs 
that  have  been  lately  said  and  done  by 
another  dear  friend.— >Sa/»n£ay  Ri 


Black-and-tan  (street),  half-aod* 
half,  porter  and  ale  mixed. 
(American),  applied  to  black  and 
brown  terriers.  A  mulatto^  a 
mixture  of  mulattoes  and  blacto. 
During  the  Civil  War  the  South 
was  called  the  hUmk-awi^Vm 
country,  from  the  planters  "  tan- 
ning "  or  beating  their  slaves. 


Black  arse — Black  bracelets. 
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(common),  a  kettle  or 
pot. 

Bkck  art  (old  cant),  the  art  of 
picking  locks. 

BlacklwJl  (society),  means  to 
▼ote  against  a  man  for  election 
for  a  club,  ftc,  by  ballot.  The 
expression  was  derived  from  the 
once  prevalent  custom  at  club 
elections  of  giving  each  voter 
a  white  and  a  black  ball ;  if  he 
wished  to  vote  for  the  election 
of  the  candidate  he  put  in  the 
white  ball,  if  otherwise,  the 
Uack  balL  This  term  is  so  fre- 
qnently  used  that  it  has  ceased 
to  be  slang,  and  the  word 
"  pill "  has  been  snbstitnted. 
The  French  equivalent,  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  English,  is  hUUk" 
houler. 


(popular),  a 
person  who  hawks  tapes  and 
bootlaees  (Hotten). 

Blackbird,  to  (colonial),  to  kidnap, 
from  the  colour  of  the  skin  of 
those  kidnapped,  such  as  negroes, 
natively  of  New  Zealand,  &c.  In 
the  quotation  reference  is  made 
to  "  Kanakas,'*  which  see. 

But  MMnetimc*— ve  are  glad  to  say  in  the 
paaCi— iniqnitously  HackHrded  or  kidnap- 
ped, and  practkany  sdd  into  slavery.— 

Blackbird  catching'  (colonial),  the 
slave  trade ;  recruiting  coloured 
labourers  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands. 

Black-boz  (thieves),  a  lawyer. 

My  hkxMn  kidded  %  bloke  into  a  panel 
crib  and  diodr  him  of  lu>  thimble  to  pat 


up  for  a  6/ack^Xf  but  it  wouldn't  fadge. 
I  took  two  stretches  of  air  and  exercise.— 
Oh  th4  TraiL 

i,€,t  "My  girl  enticed  a  man 
into  a  bawdy  house  (where  men 
are  robbed  by  confederates),  and 
stole  his  watch  to  procure  money 
for  a  counsel,  but  it  was  of  no 
use.  I  got  two  years  at  a  con- 
vict settlement." 

Blackboys  (up  country  Austra- 
lian), aboriginal  servants  in 
Australia.  BUukhoy  means  a 
black  who  has  become  a  servant. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  "  boy  " 
should  be  synonymous  with 
"  servant"  in  countries  in  whoso 
infancy  free  adult  whites  could 
hardly  by  any  wages  be  induced 
to  work.  The  term  is  not  ap- 
plied to  wild  blacks. 

In  many  instances  where  two  or  three 
teams  travelled  together,  one  or  more  were 
driven  by  biacJ^oys^  that  u  to  say,  abori* 
ginal  natives;  the  term  being  invariably 
employed  by  colonists  towards  blacks,  no 
matter  what  age  they  may  be.  l*hese 
were  attired  similarly  to  their  white  com* 
panions  in  shirt  and  trousers ;  but  the 
shirts  were  as  a  rule  of  a  more  gaudy  pat* 
tern,  and  a  bright*coloured  handkerchief 
as  often  as  not  encircled  their  waists,  or 
was  bound  round  their  heads.— y4.  C. 
Grant :  Bush  Life  in  Queensland, 

Black  bracelets  (old),  handcuffs. 

When  the  turnkey  next  morning  stepp'd 

into  his  room. 
The  sight  of  the  hole  in  the  wall  struck 

him  dumb ; 
The  sheriff's  block  bracelets  lay  strewn  on 

the  ground, 
But  the  lad  that  had  worn  'em  could  no* 

where  be  found. 
Tol-de-rol  I 
—7/.  Am9tv0rtk :  Jack  Sheffard, 
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Black  cattk — Blackford. 


Black  cattle  (old),  paraaites  infeit- 
ing  the  heads  of  uncleanly 
people. 

Black  cattle  show  (clerical),  a 
gathering  of  clergy;  e.^.,  Epis- 
copal visitation,  or  garden-party. 

Black  coat  (common),  a  clergy- 
man, from  the  habitual  sombre- 
ness  of  his  attire.  The  French 
argot  has  eorheau  for  a  priest, 
for  the  same  reason. 

Black  diamonds  (popular),  a 
common  simile  for  coal.  Also, 
talented  persons  of  dingy  or  un- 
polished exterior ;  rough  jewels 
(Hotten). 

Black  disease  (medical),  the 
common  name  of  more  than  one 
disease,  as  of  black  jaundice, 
and  of  melaina. 

Black  eye  (common),  "we  gave 
the  bottle  a  Hack  eye"  i.e.,  drank 
it  almost  up.  "  He  cannot  say 
*  black  is  the  white  of  my  eye,* " 
t.f.,  he  cannot  point  out  a  blot 
in  my  character.  (Nautical), 
•*  black's  the  white  of  my  eye  I  " 
used  when  Jack  avers  that  no 
one  can  say  this  or  that  of  him. 
It  is  an  indignant  assertion  of 
innocence  of  a  charge.  "Le 
del  n^est  pas  plus  pur  que  le 
fond  de  mon  cceur !  "  * 

Blackfellow  (Australian),  an  ab- 
original, one  of  the  native  in- 
habitants of  Australia.  The 
first  feature  in  the  natives  which 
struck  the  early  settlers  of  Aus- 
tralia was  their  colour.    It  was 


natural  for  tbem  to  write  of  the 
bladtfeOmn.  At  present  the 
term  ia  most  used  hj  whites 
"  up  the  country,"  aad  by  the 
aborigines  themselveflL  Towns- 
people generally  talk  of  '*ab* 
originals." 

I  was  one  day  at  aooantiycricketauUdi 
in  Victcnia.  Two  aboriginals  were  pre- 
sent.  We  were  a  man  short,  so  we  asked 
one  of  them  to  play  for  us.  Both  came 
into  the  pavilioa,  when  the  one  who  had 
been  asked  to  play  said  to  the  other, 
"  BlmcA/ei/ffw,  you  just  clear  oat  of  this— 
this  place  for  cridnters,  not  for  Hack- 
ftlUwr—LhmgUu  B,  W,  SituUm. 

Black  fly  (country),  a  deigymao. 

Black-foot  (provincial),  one  who 
attends  on  a  courting  expedi- 
tion, to  bribe  the  servant,  make 
friends  with  the  sister,  or  put 
any  friend  off  his  guard.  The 
French  say  of  a  man  who  favoiirt 
love  intrigues,  that  "  il  tient  la  . 
chandelle." 

Blackford,  Blackford  swell  (Lon- 
don slang),  a  swell  supposed  to 
be  in  borrowed  or  hired  plumaga 
It  is  common  for  roughs  to  cry 
Blackford!  to  a  swell  dressed 
up  for  the  occasion.  So  called 
from  an  advertising  tradesmsn 
well  known  as  letting  on  hire 
suits  of  clothes  by  the  day. 

Said  the  teacher :  "  '  And  it  came  to  pnt 
that  David  rent  his  clothes.'  Now  wfast 
does  that  mean,  boys,  *rent  his  cloches'?" 
Up  went  Benny's  hand.  "I  tumble," 
says  he,  "  Blackf<mL"—PepnlmrSomg, 

He  is  seen  everywhere  about  town  I 
declare, 
When  at  home,  who  the  dcooe  csn 
hebeT 
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H«  tays  he  reaidet  with  hk  ma  in 
Mayiair 
Though  his  letten  are  postmarked 

£.a 

He  looks  ytrf  well  that's  beyond  all 
dispute 
For  at  Blmckfrrttx  he's  rigged  up 
and  down. 
For  BtmcJ^frd  lends  snits,  from  the 
hat  to  the  boots, 
And  that  jnst  snits  the  Boy  about 
Town." 

Blackfriars  (thieves'  slang),  used 
as  a  waniiog;  "look  ontl** 
French  thieyes  would  say,  "  ac- 
restol" 

Blackguard  (common),  alow,  dis- 
reputable fellow.  Dr.  John- 
son, Gifford,  and  others  derive 
this  from  an  attendant  on 
the  deyil,  and  also  from  the 
mean  dependants  of  a  great 
hoose,  who  were  generally 
called  the  Uaek  guard  as  early 
at  least  as  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  centurj. 

We  have  neither  school  nor  hospital  for 
the  distressed  children  called  the  Black' 
gmmrds.^NtUmi :  Addrus  to  PemmM  of 
Qnality. 

A  krasy  knave,  that  within  this  twenty 
years  rode  with  the  biackgttards  in  the 
doke's  carriage,  'mongst  spits  and  drippbg* 
^^Wt^Uer:  Tkt  WhiU  Devil. 


Thieves  and  murderers  took  upon  them 
the  cross  to  escape  the  gallows ;  adulterers 
did  penance  in  their  armour.  A  lament* 
able  case  that  the  devil's  blmckguardt 
should  be  God's  soldiers.— /'Wi^:  The 
Holy  War, 

C.  O.  Leland  says  : — "  It  is 
probably  the  old  Dntch  thieves' 
slang  word  Uo^oori,  from  Ucujr, 
meaning  a  man  (bnt  always  In 
an  inferior  sense),  and  wi^  the 


commonest  termination  for  a 
noon.  'The  greater  part  of 
the  nouns  in  slang  which  are  of 
Dntoh  origin,  are  formed  with 
the  ending  aard  {aari^  erd,  ert), 
er,  rik,  heid,  and  ing' — James 
Tetrlinek,  Woardenboek  van  Bar^ 
goerneh.  To  those  who  would 
object  that  man  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  a  vulgar  or  low  per- 
son, I  would  suggest  that  in 
thieves'  patois  it  means  nothing 
else,  and  that  in  our  British 
tinkers'  dialect,  aubil  tiaUeach 
(Gaelic  for  a  vagabond)  is  used 
simply  to  denote  any  man." 

Likewise  in  the  French  argot, 
gonce,  originally  a  fool  (occasion- 
ally used  with  that  meaning 
now),  has  the  signification  of 
man,  individual.  Wright  has, 
however,  shown  that  the  entirely 
English  term  blackguard,  as  ap- 
plied to  scullions,  was  in  general 
use  at  an  early  date. 

Her  Majesty,  by  some  means  I  know 
not,  was  lodged  at  his  house  Ewston,  farre 
unmeet  for  her  highness,  but  fitter  for  the 
ilacA  garde.  —  Lodge' t  Jllusiratiotu,  ii. 
188. 

I  was  alone  among  a  coachful  of  women, 
and  those  of  the  elector's  duchesse  cham- 
ber, forsooth,  which  you  would  have  said 
to  have  been  of  the  blacke  guard. — Mori- 
son's  Itinerarie. 

Though  some  of  them  are  inferior  to 
those  of  their  own  ranke,  as  the  blacke- 
guard  in  a  prince's  court. — Burton  :  Ana- 
tomy of  MeloMckoly. 

Nor  must  her  cousin  be  forgot,  preferr'd 
From  many  years'  command  in  the  bleuk 
guards 

To  be  an  ensign. 
Whose  tatter'd  colours  well  do  represent 
His  first  estate  i'  th'  ragged  regiment. 

—Earl  of  Rochester's  Works. 
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In  the  above  the  allusion  ia  to 
the  consin  of  Nell  Grwjn,  Charles 
IL's  mistress. 

These  make  ont  a  strong  case 
for  the  early  use  of  the  word 
in  England.  It  wonld  seem  to 
have  died  ont  for  a  time  and 
been  revived,  possiblj  under 
Datch  inflnenoe,  in  the  time  of 
the  Georges. 

It  has  been  suggested  that 
Uaekguard  is  from  hraggari^  with 
a  change  of  liquid.  French  of 
the  sixteenth  century  hraguary 
hragardf  or  bragghar  (gradually 
altered  to  hroffueur,  then  Ua- 
gueur),  dandy,  vain  fellow, 
swaggerer,  traceable  to  the  old 
braies,  breeches,  dandies  of  the 
sixteenth  century  being  known 
by  the  approved  style  of  their 
breeches.  More  recently  there 
are  instances  of  dandies  or  others 
receiving  the  appellation  of  the 
more  conspicuous  articles  of 
their  dress  or  the  colour  of  these 
— the  taJUm-rcuget  a  dandy  of  the 
time  of  Louis  XIV. ;  col-cau^,  the 
modem  Parisian  "  masher ;"  rof- 
qtuUe-d-troU'pontSf  &bulij;  cult- 
rouget  and  cherry-bumtj  hussars ; 
whiU'choikery  a  clei:^;yman,  &c. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  the 
term  was  derived  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  number  of  dirty 
ragged  boys  attending  on  the 
parade  to  blacken  the  boots  and 
shoes  of  the  soldiers  and  do  any 
other  dirty  offices.  From  their 
constant  attendance  at  the  time 
of  the  Royal  Body  Guard  mount- 
ing, they  were  by  some  facetious 
person  nicknamed  the  llach- 
gvardt. 


Bladde  (American),  %  rerj  M. 
word  for  a  negro,  still  oooa- 
sionally  used.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  a  negro  song  which  dates 
back  to  the  beginning  of  this 
centnry. 


Oor  son  no  more  he  eenre ;  no  more  play 

de  lackey, 
No  more  our  daughter  weep,  oot  wite  man 

call  dem  SlmcJkie. 

'^hing^'Rimg  Ckmm. 

Black  jack  (American),  nun 
and  molasses,  with  or  without 
water.  A  New  England  drink. 
(Winchester),  a  large  leathern 
jug  which  formerly  was  used 

'   for  beer. 

Black  job  (undertakers'),  a  fune- 
ral. Lord  Portsmouth's  hobby 
was  to  attend  all  the  Hack  jcbi 
he  could  hear  ol 

"What,  a  funeral  mule?"  "Yei,  rir, 
6lacA  job  business." — Edtnumd  VmUt: 
Land  at  Last. 

Black  language  (Anglo-Indian), 
an  expression,  no  longer  com- 
mon, for  Hindustani  and  other 
Indian  tongues.  It  is  remark- 
able that  the  English  gypsiei 
sometimes  speak  of  Romany 
as  the  Kdlo  jib,  or  black  tongua 
The  term  was  doubtless  origi- 
nally Hindu. 

Blackleg  (common),  a  name  for- 
merly appropriated  to  swind- 
lers in  racing  transactions,  and 
to  those  who  betted  without 
intending  to  pay  their  losses. 
Also  generally  applied  in  Ame- 
rica to  gambling  of  any  kind. 
In    its    earlier   application   it 


Blackleg — Black  Maria. 
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meant  a  swindler  or  criminal, 
and  is  conjeotorallj  derived 
from  such  fellows'  legs  being 
Uaok  and  bruised  from  sitting 
in  the  stocks  and  wearing  fet- 
ters; or  from  the  legs  of  a 
game-cock,  which  are  always 
black,  gamblers  and  swindlers 
being  frequenters  of  the  cock- 
pit. Else  from  an  allusion  to 
the  legs  of  a  *'  rook,"  another 
name  for  a  swindler.  BlackUg  is 
now  a  recognised  word.  In  old 
proTincial  English  a  black -foot 
was  a  man  who  attended  a  lover 
on  a  courting  expedition  to  do 
the  dirty  and  mean  work,  such 
as  bribing  servants,  and  acting 
the  Leporello.  • 

(Tailors)  to  blaeUeg,  a  set  that 
reject  a  man  as  not  fit  to  move 
in  their  society,  or  who  organise 
a  method  to  compel  a  man  to 
leave  his  situation  or  the  town, 
are  said  to  UaekUg  him. 

Blackletter  lawyer  (legal),  an 
antlqiiarian  expert  in  law,  where- 
as one  well  versed  in  "case 
law,*'  or  the  decisions  of  judges, 
is  termed  a  '*  case  lawyer." 

Black  lion  (medical),  the  name 
given  to  certain  rajridly-slough- 
ing  ulcers  which  affected  our 
soldiers  when  in  Portugal 

Blackmail  (recognised).  To  levy 
UaetmaU  was  a  tribute  extorted 
by  powerful  robber  chieftains  to 
protect  travellers  from  the  de- 
predations of  other  robbers  in- 
ferior to  themselves  in  strength 
andoiganiaation.  In  the  United 


States,  says  Bartlett,  it  usually 
means  money  extorted  from  a 
person,  by  threatening  to  accuse 
him  of  a  crime  or  to  expose  him 
in  the  newspapers  (it  is  used 
with  a  like  meaning  in  England). 

"  Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel 

just." 
But  sure  that  force  in  self  defence  will 

fail, 
Whose  only  armoor  'gainst  the  critic 

thrust, 

Is  found  to  be  Nad  mail. 

— Punch, 

What  Mr.  Csune  tells  us  about  Claphain 
Common  is  unfortunately  not  confined  to 
the  suburbs,  but  \s  a  very  active  evil  in 
the  centre  of  the  very  best  parts  of  our 
town,  and  the  continuous  hlackrtuUling  of 
unfortunates  by  the  police  has  been  a 
notorious  fact  in  such  thoroughfares  as 
Piccadilly,  Pall  Mall,  Waterloo  PUce, 
Regent  Street,  &c,  for  some  years  past. 
— Saturday  Rnnevv. 

Skeat  says : — "  MaU  is  a  Scot- 
tish term  for  rent.  Blackmail  or 
hlcuk  rent  is  the  rent  paid  in 
cattle,  as  distinct  from  while 
money  or  silver."  It  is  curious 
to  note,  however,  that  maiUe  in 
old  French  signified  copper  coin 
(a  trace  of  which  still  remains 
in  the  modem  phrases  sam  tou 
ni  maillet  avoir  maille  d  pariir, 
&c.).  This  word  may  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Scotch,  who 
still  retain  French  words  in 
their  phraseology.  Black-money 
is  a  provincialism  still  used 
(Wright). 

Black  Maria  (English  and  Ame- 
rican), the  cell  van  in  which 
prisoners  are  removed  from 
court  to  prison.  Termed  in  the 
Fzench  argot  *'  panicr  U  salade. 

I 
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Black  Marm — Black  town. 


Bobbies  base  and  beaks  inhuman 
Every  fieldmale's  path  perplex ; 

Who  on  earth  would  be  a  woman — 
Which  it  is  a  wretched  sex. 

No  one  freer,  no  one  greater, 

'Arry  cycles :  is  it  just 
Sarah  Anne's  perambulator 

Should  be  hobject  of  disgust  ? 

Whnt's  the  reason,  tell  me  why,  ah  I 
Why  that  gig  with  children  nice 

Should  be  scorned  like  Black  Marian 
Full  of  villainy  and  vice  ? 

—Ally  Slo^tf^s  Half  Holiday, 

When  Lord  Carrington  and  his  attend- 
ant noblemen  arrived  in  Melbourne  on  a 
visit  lately,  Black  Maria,  the  prison  van, 
was  drawn  up  by  the  stationi  apparently 
in  waiting.— J/A^r»  Society. 

This  term  is  said  to  have 
originated  in  Philadelphia  in 
1838. 

Black  Monday  (popular),  execu- 
tions used  to  take  place  on 
Mondays. 

Black  mummer  (old),  a  person  un- 
shaved  and  unwashed. 

Black  ointment  (thieves),  pieces 
of  raw  meat. 

Black  psalm  (old),  to  sing  a  Uaek 
p8€Um  was  to  cry. 

Black  Sal  (popular),  the  tea-kettle. 

Black  Saturday  (workmen's). 
When  a  labourer  or  mechanic 
has  anticipated  or  drawn  all 
his  wages  and  has  no  money  to 
take  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
his  mates  say  ''  he  has  a  Hack 
ScUurday  in  his  week." 

B 1  a  c  k-s  h  e  e  p  (Winchester). 
When  a  man  in  **  junior  port " 


Jockeyed  a  man  in  "middle 
part"  he  was  said  to  Uodb- 
•keep  him,  whilst  the  other  was 
said  to  be  black -aheeped.  This 
could  only  happen  in  "  oloisled 
time,"  that  is,  daring  the  last 
eleven  weeks  of  "long  half," 
when  ** middle'*  and  "jonior 
parts"  went  up  together.  It 
refers  now  to  senior  and  jmiior 
divisions  of  "  middle  part." 

Blacksmith's  dangliter  (old), 
the  large  keys  with  which  the 
doors  of  sponging-honses  ware 
furnished. 

Black  spy  (popular),  the  deviL 

Black  strap  (popular),  port  wine. 
(American),  New  England  rum 
and  molasses.  (Nautical),  the 
dark  country  wines  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Also,  bad  port, 
such  as  was  served  for  the  sick 
in  former  times. 

Ask  for  a  botde  of  Mack  siru^  oat  of 
bin  No.  4;  light  your  cigar,  smoke  the 
room  full ;  nod  to  misses,  pull  up  yon- 
shirt  collar  before  the  loddng-gbaB.-- 
Drawing  for  ike  Million. 

(Old),  the  name  by  which  t 
certain  punishment,  a  laboor 
task  imposed  on  soldiers  at 
Gibraltar  for  small  offences, 
was  called. 

Black  teapot  (popular),  a  Usck 
footman. 

Black  town  (Anglo-Indian),  the 
popular  focal  English  name  for 
Madras.   It  is  also  used  at  B(»n- 
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bay  to  distingnifth  the  native 
quarter. 

liaay  cadets  od  their  arriva]  are  obliged 
to  take  up  their  residence  id  dirty  poodi- 
hooass  in  the  klmek  Umm,—Mmuvt  Nmr^ 
ruHtftf  ss. 

Blade  wash  (medical),  a  lotion 
consisting  of  calomel  and  lime- 
water. 

Blade  wofk  (poimlar),  nndertak- 
ing. 

Bladder  of  lard  (popular),  a  bald- 
headed  person.  The  French 
eqoiralent  Is  *'bonle  de  Tienz 
omg." 

Blade  (oommon).  It  is  generally 
and  plansiblj  assumed  that  this 
word  for  a  man  is  derived  from 
Hade  as  a  synonym  for  sword, 
and  a  soldier.  And  this  seems 
to  be  borne  ont  by  the  analogy 
of  a  similar  French  expression, 
une  howtu  lame,  which  formerly 
meant  a  man  of  the  world,  a 
dashing  man.  Blad€  is  still 
Qsed  in  the  provinces  for  a 
brisk,  mettlesome,  sharp  young 
man.  Bnt  as  it  has  the  same 
pronnnciation  as  the  Dutch 
Uoed,  meaning  '*  blood,"  and  as 
a  blood  was  the  common  term 
for  '*a  fast,  and  high-mettled 
man  "  during  the  reigns  of  the 
Georges,  it  is  not  impossible  it 
owes  much  to  the  latter.  The 
wOTd  was  also  a  personal  noun 
in  Dutch,  as  ten  arme  Uoed,  a 
poor  fellow.  Bloed,  a  simple- 
ton, la  from  a  different  root; 
Voade,    timid,    fearful;    Irish 


hlate,  German  bldde,  Boyster- 
ers  and  debauchees  were  also 
termed  "roaring  boys." 

I  do  not  all  this  while  account  you  in 
The  list  of  those  are  called  the  iimdes 

that  roar 
In' brothels,  and  break  windows ;  fright 

the  streets 
At  midnight  worse  than  constables. 

—SkirUy:  Tk€  damtsUr, 

Bladhunk  (tinker),  prison. 

Blame  (popular),  a  mild  expletive 
used  when  one  is  dissatisfled  or 
disappointed.  Oftener  heard  in 
the  provinces  than  in  London, 
and  much  more  so  in  America. 

The  keeper  had  fired  four  times  at  an 
Indian,  but  he  said,  with  an  injured  air, 
that  the  ludian  had  skipped  around  so's  to 
spile  everything— and  ammunition  Uatmtd 
skurse,  too. — Mark  Twain:  Roughing' It. 

Yes,  John  Bull  U  a  blamud  blockhead. 
— Sam  Slick. 

"  Man  alive  t  This  ain't  the  boat ;  thb 
is  the  ferry  house  t " 

"  Yew— don' — say  so ! "  slowly  ejaculated 
the  sunburned  old  fellow.  "  An'  here  I've 
been  a  waitin'  three  hours  for  the  blamed 
thing  to  start  for  Brooklyn !  "—/>/*(/« 
Trove  Utt's  Magasint, 

"  Damnation  I  "  is  sometimes 
softened  into  '*  blamenation  I " 

Elan  (gypsy),  the  wind. 

Blank  (hunting),  to  draw  a  VUvnk 
in  coursing  or  hunting  is  to 
have  a  run  without  meeting 
with  anything.  Quite  recently 
the  term  hUxvk  has  been  adopted 
as  a  substitute  for  "  damn," 
*'  bloody,"  and  other  forcible 
expressions. 
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Blank — Blaze. 


Here  3rou've  been  and  gone  three  honn 
on  an  errand  for  me,  and  Hank  me  if  yoa 
ain't  runnin'  off  without  a  word  about  it.— 
Bret  Harit :  Gabriil  Ctmroy, 

Because  you're  reli^ous,  hUmk  yon, 
do  you  expect  me  to  starve  ?  Go  and  order 
supper  first  1  Stop !  where  in  bUutk  are  you 
going  1—Brei  If  arte  :  Gabriel  Conroy, 

"  For  blank's  sake,  sir,  give  me  the 
orffice,  you  knows  me  surely,  and  that  I'm 
squxue.  Veil,  then,  give  me  the  orffice, 
so  help  me  blaak  I'll  keep  it  dark." 

Enter  a  closely-shaven,  bullet  •  headed 
fellow  in  an  ecstasy  of  excitement  at  having 
just  seen  Cuss,  and  at  the  exquiute  **  fit- 
ness" of  that  worthy.  "  So  help  my  blank, 
blank/"  he  cries  delightedly,  "if  he  ain't 
a  blank  picter  with  the  weins  in  his  iace 
down  'ere  and  'ere,  a  showin'  out  just  if  a 
blank  hartist  'ad  painted  him.  Tell  yer 
he's  beautiful,  fine  as  a  blank  greyhound, 
with  a  blank  heavy  air  with  him  that  looks 
blank  like  winnin.  Take  yer  two  quid  to 
one,  guv'nor?"  adds  the  speaker,  suddenly 
picking  out  a  stout  purple-faced  farmer  in 
the  group  of  eager  listeners. 

—Charles  Dickens :  Farce  for  tke 

Championskip  in  All  tke  Year 

Round. 

Blanket,  a  lawful  (old  cant),  a 
wife.    The  allusion  is  obvious. 

Blanket  hornpipe  (popular)  refers 
to  the  sexual  intercourse. 

Blanks  (Anglo-Indian),  a  rare 
word  used  for  whites  or  Euro- 
peans by  themselves. 

Blare  (jjopular),  to  roar,  to  bawl. 

He  blared  and  he  holloaed  and  swore  he 

was  hurt, 
His  coat  got  torn  off  and  he  hadn't  a  shirt. 
Then  the  missus  comes  down  and  she  said 

to  the  cook. 
You  audacious  hussey,  you'd  best  sling 
your  huok. 

—  Tke  Masker  and  tke  Parrot : 
Broadside  Ballad, 


Bkrney  (oommon),  flattery;  fop- 
posed  to  be  derived  from  aitoiie 
in  the  tower  of  Bbum^  Gutie, 
near  Cork,  the  kissing  of  wlifeh 
is  a  feat  of  some  difficnlty,  fhnn 
its  perilous  position  in  the  wsU. 
It  is  supposed  to  confer  the  gift  . 
of  eloquence,  of  a  kind  peooUadj 
adapted  to  win  the  hearts  of 
women.  It  is  a  common  saying 
in  Cork,  when  a  man  is  tiying 
his  powers  of  persnasion  or 
wheedling,  "he  has  been  to 
Blarney  Castle,"  or  "none  of 
your  blarney." 

Blast  (popular),  a  fe^Twniar  mme 
amongst  the  lower  orders  for 
erysipelas  of  the  face. 

Blater  (popular),  a  calf ;  to  "  oj 
beef  on  a  hUUer"  to  make  a  fuss 
about  nothing. 

Don't  be  glim-flashy;   why,  you'd  ay 
beef  on  a  blater. — Lytton  :  Pelkam. 

Blather  (general),  idle  nonsense. 
Also  thin  mud  or  puddle. 

A  prize-fighter  who  does  not  fight  b 
about  as  valuable  a  machine  as  an  abrom 
clock  which  does  not  go  off.  He  has  do 
raison  ditre.  We  do  not  of  course  wish  to 
insinuate  that  any  of  the  "  fistic  marrds" 
of  to-day  are  guilty  of  such  conduct.  Aad 
yet  there  may  be  those  who  watch  *'  Mr." 
John  L.  Sullivan  revolving  roond  the  pro- 
vinces in  a  cloud  of  blaiker^  who  think  the 
cap  should  fit. — Fair  Trade, 

Blatherskite  (American),  a  man 
whose  tongue  runs  away  with 
him  ;  an  irrepressible  noisy 
chatterer;  •*  blathering."  Of 
Scotch  origin  {vide  Blethibs). 

Blaze  (American).  **  To  Uaat  t 
tree,"  to  remove  the  bark  so  as 
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to  leave  a  white  snrface  ezposed, 
which  serves  either  for  a  boon- 
daxy,  a  landmark,  or  as  a  sign 
to  direct  tiavellen.  TheAlgon- 
kin  Indians  of  the  north-east 
Uau  trees  so  as  to  direct  Indians 
leaving  a  village;  white  men 
make  such  marks  on  the  other 
side. 

A  path  which  brought  us  opposite 
Ntnndani  Island,  bUnng  the  trees  as  a 
WaaA^—SUmUy:  Thrmtgh  the  Dark  Com- 


It  is  used  in  this  sense  by  the 
up  conntrj  Australians;. 

The  last  six  miles  of  a  new  road  into 
Cainooar  had  just  been  marked  out  and 
partially  made  by  the  inhabitants,  ex* 
pvcssly  for  the  govexiKM-.  It  was  a  well 
chosen  but  rough  track  designated  by 
hUuud  trees  00  either  hand,  the  unbarked 
parts  being  painted  white,  in  order  to  be 
more  manifest  in  the  dusk.— iLiV»/.*CtfA 
Mumday:  Our  Antipmht. 

It  also  applies  to  any  kind  of 
landmark. 

I  picked  up  a  stone,  and  biased  my 
course  by  bret^king  off  a  projecting  comer 
occanonally  from  lava  walls  and  festoons 
of  snlphmr. — Mmrk  Twain :  A  Stratige 
Drtmm, 

EUue  is  an  English  provin- 
cialism for  a  white  spot  on  a 
horse's  forehead;  and  blaaied,  is 
a  term  applied  to  a  tree  when 
marked  for  sale. 

(General),  to  Uaxe  awaj,  to 
fire. 

He  bUued  away  and  missed  you  in  that 
shallow  watercourse. — A,  L,  Gordon :  Tke 
Sick  StockruUr, 

Blase  of  triomph  (theatrical),  a 
ridicolons  hyperbole,  invented 
bj  the  poet  Bonn,  to  indicate 


a  great  success  and  crowded 
houses.  To  the  initiated  this 
usually  signifies  a  dead  fail- 
ure, and  a  house  crowded  with 
"dead-heads." 

Blazer  (university),  a  coloured 
loose  flannel  jacket,  worn  as 
the  uniform  of  a  boating  or 
other  club;  originally  red,  but 
now  of  the  club  colours,  striped 
or  coloured  accordingly.  The 
surplice  worn  by  students  in 
chapel  on  certain  feast  or  fast 
days,  is  described  as  the  liUuer 
of  the  Church  of  England.  Each 
club  chose  a  different  colour 
or  combination  of  colours,  and 
these  combinations  are  some- 
thing sufficiently  startling  to 
have  originated  the  appellation. 

Another  fair  damsel  was  resplendent  in  a 
scarlet  blaxer  over  cream-coloured  flannel. 
Some  of  the  striped  blaurs  were  very 
becoming.  Slate  and  white,  and  black 
and  white,  were  decidedly  the  favourites, 
though  one  daring  dame  had  ventured  on 
magenta. — Modtm  Society. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  thousands  of 
floating  and  moving  craft,  with  their  occu- 
pants in  brilliant  blazers  and  light  cos- 
tumes, b  quite  unique  of  its  kind. — Tke 
Standard. 

(Prisons),  a  jacket  worn  by 
convicts. 

If  the  young  gentlemen  do  not  like  the 
convict  bUuerSf  they  will  not  be  allowed 
to  take  out  a  boat  unless  accompanied  by 
a  policeman. — Funny  Folks. 

Blazers  (nautical),  a  term  applied 
to  mortar  or  bomb  vessels,  from 
the  great  emission  of  flame  to 
throw  a  13-inch  shelL — Admiral 
Smyth, 
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Blazes  (common).  "QotoiUue$, 
%,€.,  "go  to  bell/*  is  a  oommon 
expression  both  in  Oreat  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  among 
those  who  are  too  fttstidions  to 
say  the  word  that  thej  mean, 
and  are  willing  to  go  ninety-nine 
per  cent,  in  the  expression  of 
profanity,  making  use  of  "by 
Gad,"  instead  of  "by  God." 
"great  Scott,"  instead  of  "great 
God,"  and  "  darned  "  instead  of 
"  damned." 

I  could  have  told  Johnny  Skae  that  I 
would  not  recdve  his  communication  at 
such  a  late  hour,  and  to  go  to  bUaies  with 
\i.-^A[ark  Twain. 

Bleach,  to  (Harvard  University, 
Massachusetts),  to  absent  one- 
self from  morning  prayers.  To 
prefer  being  present  in'the  spirit 
rather  than  in  the  bodv. 

Bleached  mot  (popular),  a  fair- 
complexioned  wench. 

Bleak  (thieves'  slang),  handsome 
(New  York  Slang  Dictionary). 

Bleating  cheat  (old  cant),  a  sheep. 
*'  Cheat,"  meaning  a  thing 
(gypsy),  was  added  to  a  word 
describing  the  cry  of  the  ani- 
mal, thus  cackling  cheat,  grunt- 
ing cheat,  &c. 

When  I  spoke  to  him,  he  said  some- 
thing  about  a  bleating  sheep  losing  a  bite ; 
but  I  should  think  this  young  man  is  not 
much  of  a  talker  in  general. — MactnilUui* 
Magazine, 

Bleating^  cull  (old  cant),  a  sheep- 
stealer. 

Bleating  prig,  sheep-stealing. 


Bleating  rig  (old  oaal),  iheep- 

stealing. 

Bleed,  to  (XngUah  and  Amefioin), 
to  be  obliged  to  pay  monej 
against  one's  will,  or  to  oblige 
one  to  pay. 

A  boy  lives  b  Pennsyhrania  who  iDffin 
from  bleeding  at  intervals.  He  omBj 
bleeds  nine  days  at  a  time.  CaadMafw 
who  bUtd  three  months  at  a  tiow  viD 
envy  him. — Sem  Frmmciaca  Altm.    . 

This  is  in  reference  to  the 
extravagant  demands  msde 
upon  political  candidates  by 
"  heelers  "  and  "  strikera" 

Then  this  fine  old  Itn^HAtnag,  to  own 

each  other  deed. 
Has  lately  shown  that  for  oar  sake  he  did 

not  fear  to  bUtd, 
A  generous  gift,  that  uhrer  cop,  m  lootb 

yoall  be  agreed. 
That  a  cu/  which  bean  nine  handniK 

mngs  is  a  handsome  one  indeed ! 

—St,  HtUii*  Lantern. 

(Printers),  a  book  or  pamphlet 
that  is  cut  down  so  much  as 
to  touch  the  printed  portion  if 
said  to  liUed, 

Bleeder  (sporting),  a  sovereign; 
(university),  a  "  r^^ular  hUedtr** 
signifies  a  superlative  duffer. 

Bleeders  (old),  spurs,  from  their 
causing  blood  to  flow  by  fre- 
quent use. 

Bleeding  the  monkey  (naoticsl). 
The  monkey  is  a  tall  pyramidal 
rod  or  bucket  which  conveys  the 
grog  from  the  grog-tub  to  the 
men.  Stealing  from  this  ta  tnm* 
$iiu  is  so  called. — AdwUrd  Smfih. 


Bkthers— Blind, 
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Bletfaen  (SoottiBb),  wind  or 
wind  J ;  noDMiisa  Robert  Bums 
jocosely  laments  that  his  busi- 
ness was  to  string  np  Uethen 
in  rhyme  for  fools  to  sing. 
BUtkm'head  is  a  loquacious  f  ooL 
BUihentnutUe  is  a  synonymons 
word,  but  expressive  of  still 
greater  contempt  by  the  use  of 
the  word  "skite"  or  "skyte," 
which  signifies  excrement.  To 
Mether  or  llatkar  is  to  talk  tedi- 
OQsly  and  foolishly.  The  word  is 
akin  to  "bladder/' that  is,  filled 
with  wind. 

I  hae  becQ  dean  spmlt  just  wt'  listen- 
ii^  to  twa  bUtk^tt^  old  wives. — Sir 
WmlUrScotii  OU  Mortality. 

Wha  can  ken  .  .  .  wliether  sic  prairers 
as  the  Sonthron  read  cot  of  their  auld 
hUtkering  blade  mess-book  there,  may  not 
be  as  powerful  to  inrite  fiends,  &c. — Scott : 
Fortmus  o/Nigti. 

Blew  or  blue  (common),  to  waste, 
to  spend,  to  dissipate.  *'  I  hUw 
a  bob  (I  wasted  a  shilling),"  said 
a  costermonger,  "  when  I  went 
to  an  exhibition  of  pictures." 
To  spend  or  lose  one's  money  in 
gambling  or  betting. 

But  kiuick-down  blows  the  punter  knows 

Are  a  part  of  his  ractng  creed. 
And  he  says  thb  year  he  has  no  fear — 

**  The  Baron  must  succeed  t " 
We  think  so  too,  and  our  oof  we'll  bliw^ 

Howerer  rash  the  act. 
For  if  this  one's  misMd  he  will  swell  the 
list 

Of  the  winners  we  might  have  backed. 
— sporting  Tim€t. 

Well  polish  off  the  malt  and  grog,  and  to 

have  we  are  bound, 
A  jolly  jug,  and  kiss  the  girls  and  women 

all  around; 


We'll  take  a  stroll,  and  then  keep  it  up 

till  boxing  night, 
Blew  all  the  coin— rent  as  well,  and  think 

we're  doing  right ; 
And  if  we  have  to  pawn  the  clock,  next 

day  I  shan't  repine. 
It  was  my  father's  custom,  and  so  it  shall 

be  mine. 

—Song. 

Blewed  (common),  spent,  disposed 
of.  Lost  or  been  robbed  of .  Pri- 
marily, to  pay  out,  to  spend. 
German  blauerif  which  suggests 
blue,  and  not  to  blow,  as  the 
original.  Ins  blaue  hinein  (away 
into  the  blue),  vanished,  gone; 
the  French  pasi6  au  lieu  has 
the  same  signification.  Paire 
jMtser  au  Ueu,  to  suppress,  dis- 
sipate, spend,  squander,  appro- 
priate. An  allusion  to  a  dis- 
tant, undefined  place  in  the  blue 
above. 

Bligee,  bligey  (pidgin),  obliged. 

Too  rauchee  'bligee  you,  Missee  Hughsee, 
fo'  that  number-one  book.  You  show  me 
that  pricee,  England-side,  my  look  see 
that  Table,  can  savey  how-fashion  makee 
offer.  Must  catchee  chancee  now. — Chin : 
Punch. 

Blimey  (common),  an  apparently 
meaningless,  abusive  term. 

C.  FOK  THE  Mob.— As  this  is  a  court,  I 
feel  it  suitable  and  proper  to  use  the  sort 
of  language  always  used  up  our  court.  I 
therefore  remark,  "  Liars,  murderers,  ras- 
cals, ghastly  bloodsuckers,  devils;  gam 
bout,  shet  up  currant-face,  blimey"  and 
other  things  which  would  naturally  occur 
to  a  gentlenian  by  Act  of  Parliament. — An 
Ennobling  Exhibition. 

Blind  (popular),  '*  in  the  Uind"  in 
the  night,  in  darkness. 
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Blind — Blizzard. 


Then  it's  down  with  the  bedstead  and  let 
us  away, 
Pack  up  all  we  can  in  the  Ni$td^ 
And  long  ere  the  moniing» 
Without  any  warning, 
We'll  leave  back-rent  and  landlord  be- 
hind. 

(Printers),  a  term  applied  to  a 
paragraph  mark  IT,  owing  to  the 
fact  of  the  eye  of  the  P  being 
black  or  filled  up. 

Blind  cheeks  (popular),  posteriors, 
termed  sometimes  Uind  Gnpid. 
The  French  argot  calls  it  more 
appropriately  le  borgne.  An- 
other slang  expression  for  the 
same  part  of  the  body  is  "  two 
fat  cheeks  and  ne*er  a  nose;" 
in  French  slang  *'  on  visage  sans 


nez. 


take   a 


Blinder    (thieves),    to 
blinder,**  to  die. 

Some  rubber  to  wit  had  napped  a  winder, 
And  some  were  scragged  and  took  a 
blituUr. 

—Oh  the  Trail, 

Blindo,  to  (army),  to  dia 

Blind  one*a  trail,  to  (American),  to 
act  in  such  a  way  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  trace  one's  doings ; 
putting  off  the  scent.  Thus  a 
fox  in  crossing  a  river  Uindt  hi$ 
trail,  water  being  faiel  to  the 
scent  of  dogs. 

Blink,  to  (American),  to  drink.  In 
Dutch  thieves'  slang,  Uinka*t  is 
a  glass.  *^  Blinker t  om  uit  te 
buizen" — "To    booze    from   a 

glass." 


Blinker  (American),  a  phnee 
fully  explained  by  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  from  a  New  Yo^ 
newspaper : — 

**  The  tenn  growler  has  beoone  obnldc, 
and  blinktr  has  succeeded  it.  A  wifgoo- 
load  of  *siq>pliet'  was  tranrfctrod  to  the 
Bedlows  (prison)  island  boat,  and  amoog 
them  were  two  two-galloa  keroaene  ofl 
cans.  A  boat-hand  remarked, '  They  mast 
be  Qun'  lots  of  kerosene— ^diem  ofcaii 
over  there — for  they  gets  them  cans  fiOed 
mighty  often  I '  The  secret  was  let  out  a 
few  minutes  later,  when  one  of  the  men 
coming  on  deck  with  the  happy  sraik  of 
one  who  has  interviewed  the  ardent,  said 
to  one  of  his  companions :  '  I  say,  Jimnyi 
the  blinJUrs  have  got  good  stniT  tUs 
timel'" 

•—Fidtf  Blink. 

Blinkers  (pugilistic),  the  ^yes, 
termed  also  ogles,  optics,  peep- 
ers, winkers.  (Common),  spec- 
tacles. Blinhert,  Dutch  slang, 
glass.  > 

Biinko  (thieves),  the  term  is  ex- 
plained by  the  quotation. 

"What  is  a  blinAa,  for  instancef 
"  Well,  it's  a  kind  of  entertainment,  siag* 
ing,  and  that,"  replied  the  old  (dlow, 
"  to  which  strangers  are  not  invited— least 
of  all  the  police."—/.  Grttmwood:  Dkk 
TtmpU, 

Blizzard  (American),  a  word  of 
many  meanings.  In  one  of  the 
early  Crockett  almanacs  about 
1836  it  appears  as  distinctly 
meaning  a  shot  from  a  Tifle. 

"  The  elder  bojrs  when  they  went  to 
school  carried  their  rifles  to  get  a  UiMmri 
at  anything  they  might  meet  on  the 
road." 

It  has  been  conjectured  that 
in  this  sense  it  was  derived  from 
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blase,  or  from  the  (Ganadian) 
French  Ummt,  to  woond  or  hit. 
It  was  also  applied  to  lightning 
at  an  early  date.  At  present  the 
tremendous  wind -storms  like 
the  typhoon  which  sweep  over 
the  West  are  called  UiaaTdi, 
It  possibly  owes  this  later  mean- 
ing to  the  German  hUU, 

With  rdcrenoe  to  the  irord  blizManlt  a 
Western  coiTespoDdent  sends  the  follow- 
ins  >— The  word  was  first  nsed  in  Marshall, 
Mnui.f  some  thirteen  years  ago.  Some 
friends  were  enjoying  themselves  at  a 
pobOc-hoose,  when  a  storm  of  wind  and 
snow  aroee,  and  one  of  the  number,  look- 
ing op  qnickly,  uttered  a  German  expresr 
sioa  (oar  correspondent  has  forgotten  the 
words)  wliich  sounded  very  much  like  bli»- 
amrd.  His  friends  took  it  up  and  have 
since  called  a  storm  of  wisA  accompanied 
by  snow  a  MisMonL  Some  years  ago  the 
origin  of  the  word  was  sought  and  it  was 
said  to  be  Indian,  and  that  an  Indian  used 
the  expression  (or  one  similar  in  sound) 
apon  seeing  some  white  men  coming  out 
of  a  severe  snowstorm.  —  Detroit  Free 
Press* 

The  (German  expression  here 
referred  to  is  **blitzen  1 " 

Bloat  (American),  a  drunkard,  a 
drowned  corpse. 

BlcMter  (popular),  '*  my  bloater,**  a 
term  of  friendship  much  in 
faTonr  with  'Arry,  who  likes 
his  friends  as  much  as  his 
Uottter  for  breakfast,  and  that 
is  not  saying  a  little. 

Bn^  bless  yet,  my  bloaUr^  it  isn't  all 
diin-nuisic,  TOts  and  "  ear  1  'ear  I " 

Or  they  wouldn't  catch  me  on  the  ready, 
or  nail  me  for  ninepence.    No  fear ! 

— Punch, 

Block,  the  (Australian).  •'  Doing 
tkt  Uock,"  ie.,  promenade,   is 


one  of  the  favourite  amuse- 
ments of  Melbourne  ladies  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  and  five 
and  six.  TAc  2»2odk  is  the  fashion- 
able promenade  in  Melbourne. 
The  block  is  the  block  of  build- 
ings in  Collins  Street  lying  be- 
tween Swanston  Street  and 
Elizabeth  Street. 

Block  house  (old  slang),  a  prison, 
house  of  correction,  penitentiary, 
and  similar  establishments.  The 
expression  reminds  one  of  the 
French  military  slang  term  le 
bloc,  an  abbreviation  of  Uockhaui, 

Block  of  stock  (American),  an 
adaptation  of  the  French  term 
en  bloCt  meaning  a  large  number 
of  shares  in  anything,  a  great 
undivided  mass,  held  as  a  single 
interest. 

It  would  be  comparatively  easy,  there- 
fore, for  a  syndicate  to  take  the  control 
from  Jay  C^uld,  especially  if  Russell  Sage 
or  some  other  holder  of  a  big  dtixJk  of  stock 
were  to  join  the  movement  —Chicago  Tri" 
buns,  October  a,  1887. 

Block  ornaments  (popular),  the 
better  kind  of  meat  scraps  sold 
at  butchers'  stalls. 

On  the  shelves  set  out  in  front  of  the 
shop,  meat  scraps  are  offered  at  z|d.  the 
lb. ;  better  scraps  (or  block  omamentSf  as 
they  are  termed)  at  4d. — StattdareL 

For  dinner/  which  on  a  week  day  is 
hardly  ever  eaten  at  the  cosiermonger's 
abode,  they  buy  block  ornaments,  as  they 
call  the  small,  dark-coloured  pieces  of  meut 
exposed  on  the  cheap  butchers'  blocks 
or  coxxnien,— Henry  Maykew :  London 
Labour  asul  tke  London  Poor, 

Also  old-fashioned,  queer-look- 
ing men  and  women. 
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Bloke  (common),  not  strictlj  "  a 
man/'  as  Hotten  defines  it,  but 
a  man  in  a  oontempfcnons  sense. 
So  the  word  was  originallj  used 
in  the  police  newspapers  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  A  Uokt  was  a 
victim  of  sharps,  a  stupid  per- 
son, a  greenhorn.  It  is  not 
from  the  gypsy  Ickt^  a  man,  as 
Hotten  asserts,  Uiht  not  being 
an  Anglo-Romany  word.  It  is 
probably  from  the  Dutch  JAok^ 
a  block,  a  log,  a  fool,  which 
gives  rise  to  Hck-ker^  a  plodder, 
a  dull  fellow,  and  to  the  English 
blockhetid. 

The  girl  is  stunning,  the  6/aket  say,  to 
we  must  forgive  you. — Ouida:  Held  in 
Bondagt. 

"Give  us  a  horder,  then,  old  bhktt* 
shrieked  another  gamin. — F.  IV,  Robin' 
ton :  Little  Kate  Kirty. 

It  has  another  signification, 
which  is  explained  by  the  quota- 
tion. 

It  came  out  in  the  course  of  the  evidence 
that  the  meaning  of  the  word  bloke  was 
"  a  man  whom  a  woman  might  pick  up  in 
the  street."—/.  Greenwood:  Seven  Cursee 
of  London. 

Blood  (fencing).  In  the  old  back- 
swording  contests  a  62ooe2,  ie., 
a  streak  of  blood  on  the  head  or 
face  at  least  one  inch  in  length, 
was  the  equivalent  of  a  deci- 
sive "broken-head."  The  word 
Uutiger  is  used  in  the  same  sense 
by  the  German  students  on  the 
Mcnsur. 

In  prize-ring  parlance  the 
word  is  not  considered  sufiici- 
ently  graphic,  and  blood  is  never 
mentioned  except  under  syno- 


nyms sach  as  *' daiet "  (<_  _ 
ally  pioturesqne  in  oonneotlon 
with  tapping),  *' Badminton " 
(a  pecoliar  kind  of  claret  oap 
invented  at  the  Dnke  of  Beaa- 
fort'sseat),  "raby,"" 
Chateau  Lafitte,"  ko. 
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Blood  and  entrails  (naotioal). 
This  is  a  slang  name  given  to 
the  British  ensign  by  Yankss 
sailors. 

Blood  and  thunder  (popolarX  port 
wine  and  brandy  mixed. 

Blood  and  thnnder  litentore 
(American),  now  commoD  is 
England.  literature  of  the 
loudest  and  coarsest  sensatioptl 
kind,  "detective"  novels,  ro- 
mances like  "Jack  Sheppazd" 
and  the  "  Outlaw  of  the  FIsiDS,'* 
"  Life  of  Buffalo  Bill,"  fto. 

One  more  instance  of  the  deleteriooi 
influence  of  blood  and  tkmnder  Jktint. 
Lecomte,  the  man  who  made  a  most  deter 
mined  attempt  to  murder  a  messenger  of 
the  Bank  of  France  the  other  day  bf 
plunging  a  bradawl  into  the  nape  of  bit 
neck,  was  an  inveterate  peruser  of  crinsoo* 
toned  literature,  his  favourite  antbon 
being  Ponson  du  I'errail,  Gaboriau,  sod 
Laccnaire,  the  lettered  murderer  who 
emulated  the  deeds  of  Hoffman's  "Car- 
dillac  "  by  prowling  around  the  streets  of 
Paris  for  victims — Pmris Corre^otdeau'. 
Daily  Telegraph, 

Blood  boat  (naval),  a  "tally 
boat "  or  bumboat,  a  boat  em- 
ployed to  carry  provisions  from 
the  shore. 

Blood -curdler  (society),  a  stoiy 
of  murder  likely  to  make  the 
reader's  blood  curdle. 


'  Blood — Bloody. 
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It  will  contain  two  pages  of  interesting 
and  absorUng  torf  reminiacenoes  by  our- 
aehres  and  master;  a  bUod •  curdUrt  by 
the  murdennan. — Snorting  Tinut* 

The  only  one  who  is  annoyed  is  oor  own 
qtedal  morder-nuHiger,  who  has  got  several 
htood-curdUrt  of  English  extraction  up  his 
sleere. — S^^rting  Times. 

Blood  for  Uood  (trade),  barter 
among  tradesmen,  who  ex- 
change with  each  other  the 
commodities    in    which    they 

Blood-mckers  (society),  extor- 
tioners, people  who  are  con- 
stantly getting  money.  Derived 
from  vampires,  who  are  blood- 
snckers. 

If  the  stay  be  longer,  the  porter  and  the 
boots  expect  something.  A  fair  estinute 
is  aboat  two  francs  per  diem  divided  be- 
tween all  the  hlood-mcJUrs.  Members  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  generally  give  treble 
this;  members  of  the  aristocracy  halC — 
Truth. 

(Nautical),  lazy  fellows,  who 
by  sknlking  throw  their  pro- 
portion of  labour  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  their  shipmates. — Ad- 
miral  Snyth,  In  the  army  sach 
fellows  are  styled  "scrim- 
shankers." 

Bloody.  Dr.  C.  Mackay  makes  the 
following  remarks:  ''A  word 
that  is  constantly  used  in  the 
sense  of  sanguinary  by  the  rudest 
and  foulest-mouthed  of  the  vul- 
gar. Did  these  people  know 
the  harmlessness  of  the  odious 
epithet,  as  they  now  understand 
it — if  they  understand  it  at  all 
— ^they  would  perhaps  cease  to 
employ  it,  as   not  sufficiently 


coarse  and  disgusting  to  suit 
their  ideas  of  the  emphatic. 
Dean  Swift,  who  was  partially 
acquainted  with  the  vernacu- 
lar Gaelic  of  Ireland,  wrote  from 
Dublin  to  his  friend  Qay  that  it 
was  *  bloody  hot' — an  expres- 
sion which  he  would  not  have 
permitted  himself  to  use  in  its 
blackguardly  English  sense  of 
sanguinary.  'Bloody  hot/  in 
the  use  made  of  it  by  Dean 
Swift,  meant '  rather  hot.' " 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Leland  writes : 
"Mr.  Hotten  thinks  that  this  is 
an  expletive  without  reference 
to  any  meaning.  Any  one  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  look  over 
the  sanguinary  words  in  any 
European  language  can  at  once 
perceive  a  great  deal  of  meaning 
in  the  association  of  bloody  with 
evil  or  revolting.  We  find,  for 
instance,  ill  or  evil  blood,  blood- 
thirsty, blood-stained,  bloody, 
in  the  sense  of  cruel  or  atro- 
cious, bloody  council,  blood- 
guilty,  and  in  German  or  Dutch, 
blood-shame  or  incest,  a  blood- 
revenger,  bloody  revenge,  and 
in  all  three  'a  bloody  villain' 
for  murderer,  as  nothing  is  more 
natural  than  for  an  adjective  or 
adverb  used  in  so  many  oppro- 
brious meanings  to  take  on 
others.  The  transfer  of  bloody 
from  murderous  to  everything 
wicked  or  bad  seems  as  natural 
as  Max  O'Rell's  derivation  of  it 
from  Bj'r  Lady  1  is  absurd.  As 
R.  H.  Proctor  remarks,  in  his 
AmtricanitmM  ( '  Knowledge ' ), 
it  is  '  simple  nonsense.'  The 
Germans  have  Uut^oenigt  which 
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has  nothing  to  do  with  Unl, 
'blood;'  the  first  component 
is  a  dialectal  fbm  of  Uou, 
'merely.* 

The  Earl  of  Snffolk  gives 
the  following  definition  of 
the  word:  "Bloody,  an  orna- 
mental adjective  of  infinite 
adaptability  and  significance. 
This  word  is  nsed  largely 
though  not  exclusively  in  tnrf 
circles.** 

Bloody  Jemmy  (popular),  sheep's 
head^ 

Bloody  king's,  a  red-brick  chnroh 
in  Barnwell  (St.  Mary*s  the 
Less),  resembling  King's  Col- 
lege Chapel  in  architecture. 

Bloody  Mary*s,  the  red-brick 
church,  St.  Paul's,  resembling 
St.  Mary's  in  Cambridge,  the 
University  church. 

Bloody  shirt,  the  (American), 
agitation  of  the  war  question 
after  the  Civil  War. 

"  Chorus  of  mugwump,  democratic,  and 
rebel  yells :  Here's  Blaine  waving  the 
bloody  shirt  again.  The  colour  line  is 
wiped  out ;  the  negro  question  is  settled, 
and  all  Southern  negroes  interested  in  poli- 
tics are  democrats.  Down  with  the  sec- 
tional question ! " 

Bloomer  (Australian),  prison  slang 
for  a  mistake.  Abbreviated 
from  the  expression  "a  bloom- 
ing error." 


or  to  mpnm  din^ 
pointment  or  raffled  fedings— 
mild  sweuing^  in  fact.  It  Is 
applied  to  eveatythiDg  from  a 
swell  to  an  oyster. 

Heard  on  the  ooone  at  Aaoot  aftv 
mounted  bobhyhad  rushed  ■"»*«"»g—  hones 
in  Prince  of  Wales'  Stakes  and  oompleldy 
sptnled  PhO*t  dianoe  of  winaing.  bate 
backer  of  PhU,  with  feelinc:  "  Jint  Uka 
my  blooming  luck;  a  bloomimg  pedcr^i 
stood  in  my  way  all  my  life.**— ^cntf  / 
Ftneitlotii, 

He  had  been  tried  and  fsund  guilty  of 
murder.  The  day  had  oome  for  his  eascB- 
tion,  and  the  Talepitchcr  and  Tom  Beard 
had  made  a  sptaal  journey  to  the  gaUows 
with  a  Church  Serrioe  and  a  Gcnnan  die* 
tionary  to  hear  hu  but  words.  As  die  fttal 
moment  approached  he  turned  to  the  hang* 
man,  in  a  daaed,  half-ooasdous  maoncr: 

'*  What  day  o'  the  week  is  thist" 

"  Monday,"  replied  Berry. 

"Monday,  is  it?  Well,  s'whelp  my 
good  garden  stuff,  this  b  a  biocmin*  toot 
mxj  to  commence  the  week !  ** — S/o§fiii£ 
Times.  . 

Bloomy  (American),  floweis;  from 
the  Dutch. 

Bloss  (American  thieves),  woman, 
girl,  mistress ;  from  Uocsoin,  old 
English  slang. 


I  only  piked  into  Grassville  with  a  i 
ber^iamber,  who  couldn't  pad  the  hoof  for 
a  single  darkman's  withoat  his  bUts  to 
keep  him  from  getting  pogy. —CM  iki 
TraiL 

Blot  the  scrip  (popular),  to  engage 
to  do  anything  bj  a  written 
instrument. 


Blooming  (common),  used  com-      Blot  the  scrip,  and  jark  it  (old 
monly  for  emphasising  a  word,  cant),  to  stand  surety  or  hail 

but   generally   in   an   ironical         for  any  one. 


Bloviate — Blow. 
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Bloviate  (American),  a  made  up 
or  "faotitioiia"  word,  whloh  has 
been  used  ainoe  1850,  and  ia 
perhaps  older.  It  is  izregularlj 
used  to  aSgnifj  yerbositj,  wan- 
dering from  the  subject,  and 
idle  or  inflated  oratory  or  blow- 
ing, bj  which  word  it  was  pro- 
bably suggested,  being  parti- 
ally inflnenoed  by  "  deviate." 

Blour  (xmiyersity),  a  dnmken 
frolic  ;  an  old  slang  phrase  for- 
merly mnch  in  Yogne  at  both 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  bat  not 
much  used  now,  such  words  as 
"spiee,"  "tight,"  Ac.,  having 
superseded  it.  Also,  **  to  Uow" 
and  **  to  go  on  the  Uaw."  (Old 
cant),  '*He  has  hit  the  Uow" 
i,e^  he  has  stolen  the  goods,  or 
done  the  deed.  (Common),  a 
shilling. 

For  dus  I  went  to  the  Steel  (Bastile— 
Cold  Bath  Fields  Prison),  haring  a  new 
suit  of  clobber  on  me,  and  about  fifty  Maw 
in  my  brigh  (podcet).  When  I  came  out 
I  went  at  the  same  old  game.—/.  Hartley : 
Pris»m  JatHngt, 

Bloiw,  blow  it  (American  thieves' 
slang),  to  be  silent,  be  quiet  I 
hold  your  chatter  I  This  is 
qnite  the  opposite  of  the  English 
slang  "to  blow,"  which  means 
to  ^orm  on,  or  the  common 
American  "  to  blow,"  ie.,  to  talk 
loudly  and  emptily. 

Mac  Oarty  olqected ;  giring  the  young 
man  a  wamii^  look,  he  said,  "Nixey 
Toohey,  get  out  flash  Htm  iV,  man,  blew 
iit'  which  meant  that  Mr.  Mac  Clarty 
dKNig^t  that  Mr.  Toohey  ought  not  to  talk 
to  madwP/tiladei/JUa  Frwst,  Dec  8, 
1887. 


Blow,  blow  on,  upon  (common), 
to  expose,  inform. 

And  she  ain't  got  nobody  but  me  to  keep 
a  secret  for  her,  and  I've  been  and  blowtd 
0n  her.—/.  Greemaood:  Dick  Tem^U, 

You  wouldn't  blow  an  old  chum  among 
his  friends,  would  yon?-^4uw  SHck:  The 
Clockmaktr, 

Depend  upon  it  that  they're  on  the  scent 
down  here,  and  that  if  he  moved,  he'd 
Mnv  upon  the  thing  at  imat.—Dkktni : 
Oliver  Twist. 

But  I  will  blow  her,  he  said,  I  will  blow 
her  ladyship's  omduct  in  the  buuness.— 
Sir  Walter  Scott :  St.  Ronan's  IVelL 

Derived  from  the  primary  mean- 
ing to  Uow,  to  spread  by  report 
as  if  with  a  trumpet,  to  publish ; 
or  from  to  Uow  upon^  to  taint, 
to  blast,  to  bring  into  disfavour 
or  discredit. 

Happily  for  him,  he  was  not  put  to 
the  bar  till  the  &tt  bunt  of  popular  rage 
had  spent  itself,  and  till  the  credit  of  the 
false  witnesses  had  been  blown  upon. — 
MacauUty. 

In  Dutch  an  ear-blower,  oot' 
bUaieTt  means  an  instigator, 
informer,  or  sycophant;  the 
French  aiffler  dom$  CoreUle  seems 
to  be  closely  allied  to  it.  (Win- 
chester), to  blow  signifies  to 
blush,  like  a  rose  in  full  bloom. 
(American),  to  bloWf  to  brag, 
or  "  gas  "  unduly.  (Old  slang), 
"  to  blow  the  groundsels,"  using 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  sexual 
intercourse.  (Common),  "to  ft^w 
the  gaff,"  to  reveal  the  secret, 
to  *'  peach,"  to  inform.  The  old 
form  still  in  use  is  ''to  blow 
the  gab,"  ie.,  to  utter  the  dis- 
course, which  has  more  meaning 
in  it. 
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Why,  he  scarcely  knows  a  jimmy  from  a 
rotind  robin,  and  Jack  desenred  the  tippet 
for  making  a  law  with  him,  as  all  coves 
of  his  kidney  "blow  the  gaff."— 0«  the 
IraiL 

Sometimes  "  to  blow  the  gag," 
which  literally  signifies  to  blow 
off  the  metaphoric  impediment 
which  keeps  one's  month  closed. 
To  blow  off,  to  treat  to  drinks. 
(Common),  blow  out,  a  good  meaL 

That  was  a  rare  good  ilotu  out,  solilo- 
quises Dan,  complacently  recalling  the 
taste  of  the  savoury  viands. — Savage  Lam- 
dan. 

BlowedjtobeUotMd.  This  expres- 
sion is  a  weak  attempt  to  avoid 
the  use  of  the  oaths  "  damn  "  or 
"  blast,"  and  occurs  in  only  such 
expressions  as  "  I'll  be  Uowed  if 
I  do,"  and  many  others  that 
are  continually  heard  from 
the  months  of  the  populace. 
Tom  Hood  was  asked  to  con- 
tribute to  a  new  cheap  periodi- 
cal for  nothing,  or  for  a  small 
advance  as  he  termed  it  upon 
nothing,  and  replied  to  the 
request  that  he  would  will- 
ingly do  so  in  the  interest  of 
cheap  literature,  if  his  butcher 
and  baker  would  act  upon  the 
same  principle  towards  himself. 
He  cited  a  letter  on  the  subject 
which  he  had  received  from  his 
butcher : — 

Sir, — Rcspectin' your  note;  cheap  litera- 
ture be  blffwed  I  Butchers  must  live  as 
well  as  other  people,  and  if  so  be  as  you 
and  the  readin'  public  wants  to  have  meat 
at  prime  cost,  you  must  buy  in  our  beast- 
esses,  and  kill  yourselves — John  Stokes. 

It's  no  shame  to  be  defeated  by  Peck- 
sniff. Blo7v  PecksniC — Dickens :  Martin 
Chuxzlewit. 


Blowen  (thieves)*  originallj  a 
showy  oonrtesan,  a  prostiiiite, 
bat  now  used  more  in  the  senie 
of  woman,  mistress. 

Tramp  it,  tramp  it,  my  joUy  Kawtm, 
Or  be  grabbed  by  the  beaks  we  BMj, 

And  we  shall  caper  a-heel<«nd-coeiiif 
A  Newgate  homiMpc  some  fine  day. 
— William  Magimm. 

All  the  most  fashionable  prigs,  or  loby* 
men,  sought  to  get  him  into  their  set ;  sad 
the  most  crack  blawem  in  London  vould 
have  given  her  ears  at  any  time  for  a  kivinK 
word  from  Bachekv  Bill.— Z,^tos :  Paml 
Clifford. 

It  is  used  with  a  like  mesning 
by  American  thieves. 

Ah,  Bell  I  you  were  always  the  Mpms 
for  a  rum  bing.— <7»  tlU  TruiL 

M.  O.  Davis  givesthe  definitioii 
of  "blowen,  a  showy  womm, 
used  disparagingly/'  which 
would  imply  that  it  is  derived 
from  Uown,  t.e.,  inflated.  It 
seems  on  the  contrary  to  be 
used  in  a  complimentary  seiiM, 
a  simile  from  a  full-blown  flower, 
and  this  poetical  derivation  is 
borne  out  by  the  closely  allied 
term,  Uowtss,  a  pet,  and  Um, 
a  woman,  from  hLo99om  in  Aine> 
rican  thieves'  lingo. 

Blower  (American),  a  noisy,  talk- 
ative man,  a  *'  gas-bag." 

A  man  who  earns  his  living  by  traveDisf 
about  with  a  lung-tester  was  in  IndisBS* 
polls  the  other  day.  He  was  approached 
by  a  tall,  well-fed  personage,  who  hsaded 
him  five  cents  and  prepared  to  Mow  imo 
his  machine. 

"Hold  on— hold  on  a  minute!"  said 
the  street  faker,  excitedly,  as  be  scaiiNd 
his  customer  a  nuHnent,  and  jerked  the 
tube  out  of  his  hand ;  *'  aun't  you  Du 
Voorhees?" 
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<*I  an  D.  W.  VooriMM,'*  rapUod  tlie 
tall  naBf  in  soom  niipriM. 

"  Then  yoQ  can't  toodi  this  madiine.  I 
vooldn't  have  it  hont  for  f  5a  Here  is 
jcm  nidcd.    Thu  ain't  no  elephant  lung- 


And  shoaldering  hit  suKhinc  the  man 
walked  rapidly  away,  as  if  he  had  had  a 

•pe- 


lt would  appear  from  this 
artlets  anecdote  that  Mr.  Voor- 
hees  has  a  nataral  repatation 
as  a  Uower,  It  is  said  that  the 
late  Horace  Greeley,  during  a 
trip  from  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia, being  engaged  in  a 
poUtioal  discussion,  went  on 
"naxrating"  or  "orating"  for 
a  long  time,  while  all  the  other 
passengers  kept  silence  in  ad- 
miration of  the  great  man. 
Bat  the  oondnctor,  not  kno¥ring 
who  the  speaker  was,  and  think- 
ing that  he  was  monopolising 
an  nndne  share  of  conversation 
—a  great  offence  in  the  United 
States — stepped  up  to  him  with 
the  remark,  "  Old  man,  jou 
talk  too  mnch.  Shut  np  1  We 
don't  allow  no  such  hUywing  on 
this  train."  And  then  there 
was  a  roar  of  laughter  "  fit  to 
blow  the  roof  off." 

(Popular),  a  tobaoco-pipe. 

Blow  in  (American),  another 
form  of  "blew,"  to  spend  one's 
mcmey. 

*'Sam?  Isn't  he  in  the  valley  T"  "Not 
■nichi  Sam  got  two  months' wages  ahead, 
ao  ha  crackad  has  a^ip,  and  went  off  on  a 
."  "To  U^  tnf"  Jake  Uoghed 
.-Saddlt 


"  To  Ucw  m  one's  pile,"  to  spend 
one's  money,  to  pay. 


Ihad**A^^fMimmyptle" 

On  the  strength  of  his  tip, 

The  name  of  the  horse 

Was  on  many  a  lip ; 

But  I  learnt,  ere  sunset,  to  my  sorrow 

That  there's  slips  twixt  the  cup  and  the 

lip. 

— Tttrf,  Fieldf  and  Farm. 

Blowing    (Australian,    popular), 
boasting,  bragging. 

The  public-houses  presented  a  very  busy 
sight,  and  judging  by  the  bars  it  seemed 
that  when  men  were  not  eating,  sleeping, 
or  working,  they  were  drinking  grog  and 
boasting  (or  bhwing^  in  colonial  parlance) 
of  some  feat  which  they  had  performed, 
or  of  the  particular  merits  of  some  horse, 
bullodc,  dog,  or  vaaxk.— Grant :  Busk  L^ft, 

The  metaphor  probably  is  "6/oia- 
in^r  one's  own  trumpet,"  if  indeed 
it  be  not  simply  an  abbreviation, 
Australian  slang  being  given  to 
abbreviations  of  all  kinds.  An- 
thony Trollopo  gave  a  good  deal 
of  offence  in  Australia  by  speak- 
ing of  blowing  as  a  national  fail- 
ing out  there. 

(American),  **  blowing  his  ba- 
zoo," blowing  his  own  trumpet, 
boasting.  From  the  Dutch  bcuu , 
abbreviation  of  bazuin^  a  trum- 
pet or  trombone,  "  Jemandi  lof 
bazuynen"  to  sound  one's  (own) 
praise.  (Thieves),  "  blowing  out 
a  red  light,"  stealing  a  gold 
watch,  a  white  light  being  a 
silver  watch.  (Nautical),  "  blow- 
ing great  guns  and  small  arms," 
heavy  gales,  a  hurricane ;  *'  blow- 
ing the  grampus,"  throwing 
water  over  a  man  on  watch  who 
has  fallen  asleep. 

Blown  together  (tailors),  gar- 
ments badly  made  are  said  to 
have  been  blown  together. 
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Blow  out  (common),  an  entertain- 
ment or  feast. 

*'  She*  sent  me  a  cmrd  for  a  bhw  Mf/," 
said  Mowbny,  "  and  to  I  am  retolved  to 
go."-^i>    IValUr  Sc0tt:   Si,   R0ium*t 

Synonyms  are  "  spread/'  "  flare 


np, 


>» 


Blow  up  (common),  so  universally 
used  as  to  have  almost  ceased 
to  be  slang ;  to  vehemently  scold, 
reprimand. 

l*he  other  day  some  poor  fellow  married 
a  somewhat  faded  beauty,  and  one  of  his 
former  acquxdntances  inquired  how  the 
newly-wedded  pair  were  getting  on. 
"  Very  indifferent,"  was  the  reply.  "  She's 
always  blowing  him  «>."  "  I'm  not  sor- 
prised  at  that/'  said  the  first.  "Look  at 
the  amount  of  powder  she  carries  about 
her."— yJ//r  Slofer's  Hal/ Holiday. 

To  give  a  blowing  vp  is  synony- 
mous. 

(Workmen),  to  bUno  up  (ie., 
to  sound  the  whistle),  is  to  call 
the  men  to  work ;  used  by  fore- 
men and  gaugers. 

Blowsy  (common),  wild,  dis- 
ordered, dishevelled,  generally 
applied  to  the  hair  of  a  woman 
when  unkempt,  disarranged, and 
streaming  over  her  forehead  and 
face.  "Blowsabella"  is  the 
name  given  to  a  personage  in  an 
ancient  mock  heroic  poem. 

Blub  (popular),  an  abbreviation 
of  to  "blubber,"  to  cry  like  a 
child  with  noise  and  slavering. 

Don't   be   a    fool    and   dlub,   Jim,   it's  a 

darned  good  thing  for  you. 
You'll  find  a  mate  as  can  carry  and  III 

play  the  music  too. 
—Ceoi^e  Ro  Sims:  Ball«uis  of  Ballon, 


Blubber  (popular),  the  monfth; 
to  **  sport  UnUer  "  ia  said  of  a 
large  coarse  woman  who  eipoiM 
her  bosom;  Ihibber  and  guts, 
obesity;  UuMer^beUy,  a  fit 
person ;  NuMer-head,  a  ffeufid 
person.  (Nantioal),U«66er  bolter, 
a  whaling  vesseL  (Ckmrnum). 
UuJther  cheeks,  large  flaooid 
cheeks  hanging  like  the  fat  or 
Uviher  of  a  whale.  The  torn 
has  ceased  to  be  slang. 

Bluchers    (l^nnchester),    eoDiy^ 
prefects     with     only    ''faslf" 
X)ower,  which  means  they  osn 
only  "fag"  men  in  ''hall"  or 
"  chambers." 

The  remaining  dght  college  pidecfi 
(called  in  Winchester  XaDKaitbimehtft)\v 
a  more  limited  aathority,  confined  lo 
chambers  and  the  qnadrangfc.  —Mtek- 
woods  Edinburgh  Mmgemme, 

Bludg^ers  (thieves),  fellows  who  do 
not  hesitate  to  use  the  blndgeon. 

Bludg^et,  a  low  female  thief  who 
decoys  her  victims  into  alkj- 
ways,  &c.,  to  rob  them  (New 
York  Shing  Dictionary).  Buditt 
(English  slang),  a  man  whonsv 
violence  in  robbery ;  it  has  poi- 
sibly  some  connection  with  the 
old  Dutch  slang  word  Mtc^,  t 
man  or  master.  "Yolouakt, 
bolletje,  volmaakt  I 
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Blue  (common).  This  word  sb- 
ters  into  several  slai)^  phnMii 
not  only  English  but  of  other 
nationalities. 

To  be  in  ''the  Uiiet,"  to  haf« 
a  "fit  of  the  Utiet"  (in  Ftendi 
hroyerd^  notr),tobe  afflicted  with 


Blue. 
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'•UMdeTfls,"  to  drink  tUl  "aU 
kUNC,"  *'to  be  partial  to  Uue 
nin,"  '"tokx^Uve,"  "tooryUu^ 
nnider/'  are  all  familiar  phrases 
of  ancieitt  ongin  and  modem 
pnivalenoe.  '*Dn  Tin  62^1,"  and 
"petit  ateu,"  are  used  hf  the 
French  to  signifj  thin,  sour, 
uwholesome  wine,  terms  which 
owe  their  origin  to  a  similar 
Msodstion  of  ideas. 

In  some  of  those  with  melan- 
choly meanings,  there  is  an 
cfident  connection  between  Uue 
aa  a  c<doar,  and  the  idea  of 
grief ,  dis^ipolntment.  Thnsthe 
l^rcnoh  have  the  expression, 
'*Bn  voir  de  Umiei,*'  to  meet 
with  great  disappointment,  an- 
oojaaoe,  snfferings,  a  Tariant 
of  "Sn  Yoir  de  grises."  "En 
bailler  tont  hUu**  to  be  gaping 
with  astonishment  at  some  news 
or  act  which  arouses  one's  in- 
dignatioDf  from  the  livid  hue  of 
iheftu^. 

Charles  6.  Leland  makes  the 
following  remarks : — 

"  Blme,  English  popular  slang, 
baft  aomewhat  extended  in  the 
UnltadBtates.  When  this  word 
la  need  to  denote  extremes,  as 
*  to  drink  till  all  is  5^11^,'  'a  dyed 
in  the  wool  Hut  Presbyterian,' 
'  tme-M«e '  in  political  opinions 
or  honesty,  it  would  appear  that 
Its  origin  is  possibly  maritime. 
Bl/^  water  was  till  a  recent 
period  always  described  as  off 
or  out  of  soondings,  so  that, 
Hke  the  sky,  it  suggests  no  end. 
It  is  remarkable  that  in  both 
German  and  Dutch  the  same 
idea  of  exfaremtty  is  connected 


with  Uue.  An  utterly  bad,  piti- 
ful result  in  the  latter  is  '  Een 
UauiM  uytvlugt'  In  the  last  ex- 
tremity of  dead  drunkenness, 
or  in  the  swoons  of  a  man  in 
the  ddirium  trtnum^  a  Uut  sky 
or  atmosphere  seems  to  gather 
round  the  victim,  in  which  a 
luminous  point  appears,  which 
'  seems  to  come  directly  at  him,* 
as  the  writer  has  heard  it  de- 
scribed. To  look  Uau  is  pro- 
bably derived,  like  Uti^-noses, 
from  cold,  or  from  approaching 
death,  which  latter  would  suffi- 
ciently account  for  the  relation 
of  Uue  to  despair,  despondency, 
and  misery." 

"  Now,  shendlemens,  I  sin|^  you  a  song 
of  mine  own  vot  I  translade  from  de  Sher- 
man of  Schiller  " : — 

Dcre  is  an  oldt  saying,  und  I  pcliefe  id 

is  true. 
Dot  Ten  a  man  dies  his  fingers  toom 

His  fingers  toom  //aw  by  de  light  of  de 

moon, 
Und  vy  shouldn't  efery  man  enjoy  his 

own  room? 
G^nu. — ^Room,  poys,  room,  by  de  light 

of  de  moon, 
Und  yy  shouldn't  efery  man  enjoy  his 

own  room? 

—YaU  ColUgt  S<mg, 

"  Mue  devils  and  red  monkeys 
are  said  by  the  experienced  to 
be  the  characteristic  appari- 
tions which  haunt  drunkards.*' 

(Ck>mmon),  to  talk  6^,  to 
talk  immodestly,  or  libidinouslj. 
"A  bit  of  Uu«,"  an  obscene  or 
libidinous  anecdote.  * '  A  brown 
conversation"  and  "a  brown 
study  "  is  used  in  the  contrary 
sense,  and  means  seriously, 
gravely,  and  decently. 

K 
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Blue — Blue-blazer. 


(Oxford  and  Cambridge),  a 
man  is  said  to  get  ids  Uiu  (that 
is,  the  right  to  wear  the  Uni- 
versity colour)  when  he  repre- 
sents his  University  against 
the  rival  university,  in  the  an- 
nual boat-raoe,  cricket-matoh, 
athletic  sports,  or  football 
matches. 

Blue,  blew,  to  (common),  to  pawn 
or  pledge,  to  spend  or  lose  one's 
money  at  gambling,  to  waste 
money  generally.  Varied  to 
bUWf  &om  the  phrase  "blown 
in,"  which  refers  to  money 
that  has  been  spent,  as  in  the 
phrase,  "  I  '  blewed '  all  my 
tin."  For  another  derivation 
see  Blbwed. 

He'd  a  rooted  aversion  to  ererything 

blue, 

And  so  innately  modest  was  he 

That  he  blushed  when  his  optics  en* 

countered  a  view 

Of  the  broadly  cerulean  sea. 

He  adored  modest  maidens  of  charming 

eighteen, 

But  blue-stockings  he'd  always  eschew, 

And  he  carried  his  tastes  to  the  verge  of 

the  mean — 

He  had  oof,  which  he  never  would 

bltw. 

sporting  Timts. 

**  To  blew  a  job,*'  to  make  a 
mess  of  a  business;  from  to 
blow  in  the  sense  of  make  worth- 
less ;  (thieves),  to  UeWy  to  steal ; 
"  Uevxd  of  his  red  *un,"  i.e.,  his 
watch  stolen  from  him.  "  I've 
been  Hewed  of  my  skin,"  I've 
been  robbed  of  my  pursa 

Blue-apron  (common),  a  5^u€-apron 
statesman.  ' '  A  lay  politician,  a 
tradesman  who  interferes  with 


the  affaira  of  the  natfoo.  The 
reference  is  to  the  Una  apron 
once  worn  by  almost  all  tndes- 
men,  but  now  restrioted  to  but- 
chers, poulterers,  flahmongei% 
and  so  on "  (Dr.  Biewer'a  Dio- 
tionary  of  Phrase  and  Nble). 


Blue  bill  (Winoli^'^Ar),  ev«y 
"man"  in  '* Commonen," that 
is,  school,  in  oontradiattniTtiiin 
to  college,  has  hia  tradesman's 
biUs  enclosed  in  a  VUu  envelope 
given  to  him  by  the  head-maitar 
on  the  last  evening  of  the  halt 
after  "  preoes "  or  prayen,  at 
8.45  P.M.,  in  ••  Mugging  HaD." 
(See  this  word.) 

Blue  Billy  (popular),  the  hand- 
kerchief (blue  ground  with 
white  spots)  sometimes  won 
and  used  as  a  colour  at  priie- 
fights.  Also  the  refuse  ammo- 
niocal  lime  from  gas  ketones 
(Hotten). 

Blue  blanket  (vagrants),  explained 
by  quotation : — 

The  vagabond  brotherhood  have  levcnl 
slang  terms  for  sleeping  ont  in  a  field  « 
meadow.  It  is  called  '*  snooang  b  Hedfe 
Square,"  "  dossing  with  the  daisies,"  aad 
*Mying  under  the  blut  blaMket"—J,  Cnm- 
wood:  Under tht  Blue  BUmket, 

The  French  have  the  equi- 
valent <<Coucher  k  Thdtd  de 
r:^toUe."  (Popular),  a  lug* 
rough  coat,  a  pilot  coat. 

Blue-blazer  (American),  a  fwcj 
drink  of  sugar,  hot  water,  and 
spirits,  but  made  in  a  peculiar 
manner. 


Blue-blazes — Blue  murders. 


H7 


Bloe-blazes  (oommon),  helL  As 
there  is  probably  no  man  who 
has  ever  heard  of  heU  who  has 
not  been  taught  to  Associate  it 
with  burning  sulphur  or  brim- 
stone, the  expression  does  not 
seem  to  be  so  meaningless  as 
some  writers  suppose.  (Popular), 
spizitnous  liquors. 

Blue  boar  (old  cant),  the  vulgar 
term  for  a  venereal  disease. 

Blne-bottte  (general),  a  policeman, 
a  constable,  termed  also  a  '*  blue 
devil." 

The  Bobby's  tug  boot,  though,  b  nodi^g 

her  now, 
And  she  sleepily  stattert,  "All  right  I 

Whatshth'row?" 
Then  the  bozzof  the  blwgbottU't  borne  on 

thebreese- 
'*  Now  move  yourself,  'Vm,  I    Come,  pus 

along,  please  1 " 

—Sp9rHng  Timts. 

It  occurs  in  Shakspeare  in 
the  Second  Fart  of  King  Henry 
*  IV.,  where  Doll  Tearsheet 
calls  the  beadle  "a  Uue-boitie 
rogue."  Most  etymologists  agree 
in  ascribing  the  appellation  to 
the  colour  of  a  x)oliceman's  uni- 
f omu  The  term  was  formerly 
applied  to  servants  dressed  in 
blue  liveries.  The  police  force 
is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  the 
''blues."  The  old  French  dty 
police  were  termed  by  thieves 
le*  verts,  from  their  green  uni- 
forms, and  nowadays  a  French 
rogue  will  talk  of  Ui  §erin9 
(canaries),  i^e,,  gendarmeB,  with 
yellow  facings.  The  rebel 
ckauoMi  caBed  the  BepubUoan 


soldiers  let  bleut.  The  Austrlans 
and  the  English  were  respec- 
tively styled  le$  blana  and 
JiabitM  rouges  by  French  soldiery. 
Again,  "blue  bellies*'  was  a 
term  applied  by  the  Confederate 
soldiery  during  the  Civil  War 
to  the  Federals,  on  account  of 
their  blue  gaberdines,  and  the 
latter  dubbed  their  adversaries 
**  grey-backs."  Many  other  ex- 
amples might  be  given  in  sup* 
port  of  the  above  derivation  of 
UuS'loUles, 

Blue  boy  (popular),  a  buba 

Blue  batter  (popular),  mercurial 
ointment. 

Blue  cheek  (popular),  explained 
by  quotation. 

There  were  three  fashions  for  whiskers 
when  I  was  a  child,  and  they  were  vari- 
ously known  as  6/ur  cheeky  the  whisker 
shaved  oflf  and  leaving  the  cheek  blue; 
"bacca  pipe,"  the  whisker  curled  in  tiny 
ringlets);  and  "touzle,"  or  whisker  worn 
bushy. — /.  Grssmvoifd:  Outcasts  ^ 
London. 

Blue  flag  (popular),  a  blue  apron 
worn  by  butchers,  greengrocers, 
&c.    "He  has  hoisted  the  Hue 

Blue  funk  (English  and  Ameri- 
can), extreme  fright. 

It  put  me  in    n  regular  blue  /mnk,'- 
Punch, 

Blue  moon  (proverbial),  an  unde- 
fined period,  used  in  the  phrase, 
"  Once  in  a  hlue  moon, " 

Blue  murders  (popular),  a  great 
and  unusual  noise.    To  call  Hut 
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Blue  noses — Bli4e  rum. 


murdertf  to  call  oat  londly.  "  If 
jou  hit  me  again  Fll  call  oat 
Hue  murderi,** 

Blue  noses  (Americanism), 
natives  of  Nova  Scotia. 

"  Pray,  sir,"  laid  one  of  my  feUowiMt- 
sengers,  "can  you  tell  me  the  reason  why 
the  Nova  Scotians  are  called  Mut  nests  f  " 
"It  is  the  name  of  a  potato,"  said  I, 
*'  which  they  produce  in  the  greatest  per- 
fection, and  boast  to  be  the  best  in  the 
world.  The  Americans  have  in  conse- 
quence  given  them  the  nickname  of  iitu 
noses." — Halibnrton :  Sam  Slick, 

Blue  peter  (nantical),  the  signal 
for  sailing  when  hoisted  at  the 
foretop  mast-head.  This  well* 
known  flag  has  a  hlae  ground 
with  a  white  square  in  the 
centre  (Admiral  Smyth). 

The  blue  peter  has  long  been  flying  at 
my  foremast,  and  .  .  .  now  I  must  soon 
expect  the  signal  for  sailing. — Justin 
ATCarthy:  A  History  of  Our  Own 
Times. 

This  expression  is  also  ap- 
plied to  the  call  for  tramps 
in  whist. 

Bine  pigeon  (thieves),  the  lead 
on  roofs;  to  fly  or  shoot  the 
blue  pigeon^  to  steal  lead  off 
the  roofs  of  buildings.  (Nauti- 
cal), a  nickname  for  the  sound- 
ing lead. 

Blue  pill  (American),  a  bullet. 
Lead  has  long  been  termed  bluey 
in  England,  and  death  by  a 
bullet  Uue  murder,  but  the 
enormous  consumption  of  Uue 
pille  or  calomel  in  the  United 
States  renders  it  possible  that 
the  simile  originated  there. 


.  .  .  That  if  he  did  lo  h*  woald  b«  ic- 
oeivtd  with  a  wdoomo  from  a  hocae-piMoL 
To  which  the  answer  wai,  **  Her  foC  a 
mountain  howitxer  witdi  kanys  a  fbve> 
pound  (4  lb.)  ball,  and  I  intend  to  Uov 
yoa  and  your  hooae  to  hel  beiate  I  btpa 
OD  your  torken.  So  come  oo  with  yanr 
pistil  and  blue  piL—Kmidkm'iocker  M^^ 
one* 

Bine  plumbs  (thieves),  bnHets. 

No  rapture  can  equal  the  tohyman's  joyi, 
To  blue  devils  blue  ^mmke  gifa  tte 
go-by. 

— "<rt  uuwortA  !  XeMetn/oomm 

Bine  ribbon  (racing),  the  term  is 
only  applied  to  the  Derby. 

Melton,  who  won  the  blue  ribbem  after 
one  of  the  most  exciting  finl^rs  —lUue' 
trated  iMubn  News, 

Bine  min  (popnlar),  gin  of  inferior 
quality.  Termed  also  "blue 
ribband." 

His  ear  caught  the  sound  of  the  word 

morbleu  ! 
Pronounced  by  the  old  woman  under  her 

breath ; 
Now,  not  knowing  what  she  could  mesn  by 

blue  death, 
He  conceived  she  referred  to  a  dtUcste 

brewing, 

Which   is  almost   sjmonymoos,  nandy, 

blue  ruin. 

—Ingold^  Legends. 

A  tumbler  of  blue  ruin  fill,  fill  for  me  I 
Red  tape  those  as  likes  it  may  drain, 
But  whatever  the  lush,  it  a  bumper  out 
be. 

--LordLytten:  PeudCUfferd 

Dr.  Brewer  gives  the  ezplaoi' 
tion:  '*  Bluet  from  its  tint,  and 
riitn,  from  its  effects."  Gompaze 
as  regards  simUes  of  colour  "red 
tape,"  red  wine ;  "  petit  blco,** 
coarse  red  wine;  "one  yerte" 
or  "  perroquct,*'  a  glass  of  tb- 
sinthe  (which  is  green);  "ime 
bnme,"  a  glass  of  porter ;  "  one 


Blue  ruin — Bluff, 
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bUmde,''  a  glass  of  ale;  "une 
Jaime,"  a  dram  of  brandy; 
"  uaft  dame  blanche,''  a  bottle 
of  white  wine;  **pl?oi8  sa- 
▼onn^/'  white  wine;  '*nd- 
giesset"  bottie  of  red  wine. 
And  with  respect  to  pernicious 
effects,  **breakj  leg/'  strong 
dzink;  "ean-de-mort,  casse- 
poitrine»  tord-bojanx,"  rank 
hnndj.  The  term  Uue  ruin 
must  have  been  coined  bj 
sober  people,  or  by  repentant 
dnmkards,  whilst  those  other- 
wise inclined  gave  it  the  fond 
appellation  of  "white  velvet," 
oar  "^Hiite  satin,"  imconscioiislj 
imitated  bj  French  dram-drink- 
ers, when,  after  having  tossed 
off  B(xne  horrible  stuff  in  an 
oMomsiotr,  they  fervently  ejacu- 
late, '*  C'est  mi  velours,  quoi  I " 

Bines  (common),  the  Royal  Horse 
Guards ;  the  Bluecoat  school ; 
the  crews  of  the  'Varsity  boat 
zaoe — ^the  dark  hbna  being  the 
Oxford  men,  and  the  light  Uuei 
those  from  Cambridge;  the 
police  force. 

WcU,  what's  the  row  .  .  . 

Or  vfacther  tlus  here  nobhiog,  as  some 

longish  heads  foretell  it, 
WiU  grow  to  such  a  riot  that  the  Oxford 

NuiM  mmal  quell  it  7 

—Hood  Rem  at  the  Oj^ord  A  rms, 

(Society),  *' a  fit  of  the  Uua'' 
means  a  fit  of  depression;  it 
is  abbreviated  from  the  *^Uujt 
devils,"  which  are  supposed  to 
ippear  to  a  man  suffering  &om 

She  had  attiacted  him  for  a  while,  but 
biattswig  good  oommnn  9eBse,aaweUas 


his  strong  healthy  body  and  robust  habits, 
soon  carried  him  out  of  the  blius  he  had 
for  a  while  fallen  into. — Litcy  Farmtr } 
OTf  Chronicle*  ofCarcUw  MoMor. 

Blue  skin  (West  Indian),  the 
child  of  a  black  woman  by  a 
white  man.  The  name  of  a 
mulatto,  cue  of  the  characters  of 
Ainsworth's  "Jack  Sheppard.' 


»> 


Blue  squadron,  one  of  the  (Bast 
Indian),  a  person  having  a  cross 
of  the  Indian  breed. 

Blue  the  screw,  to  (popular),  to 
spend  one's  salary. 

He  buys  her  gloves  and  dresses  new, 
And  stands  her  dinners  down  at  Kew ; 
In  fiaict  on  her  blues  all  hit  screws 
Which  some  day  he  will  sadly  rue. 
— The  Gaiety  Maaheri  BroadniU. 

Bluey  (thieves),  lead.  (Austra- 
lian), a  bushman's  bundle,  the 
outside  wrapper  of  which  is 
generally  a  blue  blanket 
(Murray). 

Bluff,  to  (American,  low),  to  put 
down  by  a  bold  front,  to  oppose 
by  "cheek"  or  effrontery. 

I  did  not  care  if  it  look  me  a  week  ;  I 
was  not  going  to  be  bluffed  by  them. — 
North  0/ England  Advertiser^ 

German,  Uiiffen.  The  eleventh 
commandment  among  thieves 
in  Germany  is  *'  Dn  soUst 
Dich  nicbt  verU^fen  lassen  " — 
••  Don't  let  yourself  be  UuffecL*' 
Dutch  hlafferd,  a  snarling  fel- 
low ;  bloffen,  to  bark  at.  Also 
Dutch,  verUvffenf  to  put  out  of 
countenance,  to  face  down. 

(Patterers*  slang),  an  excuse, 
a  pretence. 


ISO 


Bluffer— Boarding  sckoal. 


There  is  a  strong  saqncian  among  men 
whose  heads  are  level  that  the  rainstrd 
variety  performance  is  a  Mujff^  of  th« 
"  messenger  "  to  keep  Irom  the  public  the 
real  motives  of  the  murders,— iffr/  HarU: 
Gahitl  CoHtvy, 

Bluffer  (provincial),  an  innkeeper, 
or  landlord  of  a  public-house. 
(Nautical),  a  boatswain  of  a  ship. 

Blofifing  (American,  cards),  betting 
high  on  poor  cards  at  poker, 
in  the  hopes  of  frightening  the 
other  players  into  going  out. 
A  crafty  player  will  often  allow 
himself  to  be  called  for  a 
small  livfft  so  as  to  establish 
a  reputation  for  doing  it,  in 
order  to  lie  by  and  win  a  good 
stake  when  he  has  a  really 
good  hand,  on  which  he  has 
thus  induced  his  antagonists  to 
suppose  that  he  is  Huffing,  The 
English  equivalent  for  this  term 
is  "  bragging." 

Blunderbuss  (popular),  a  stupid, 
blundering  fellow. 

Blunt  (thieves),  money. 

When  the  slow  coach  paused,  and  the 
gemmen  storm'd, 
I  bore  the  brunt — 
And  the  only  sound  which  my  grave  lips 
form'd 
Was  ^/«n/— stiU  blunt  1 
—Lord  Lytton :  Paul  Clifford. 

"Take  care  of  your  watches,  gentle- 
men 1 "  said  the  polite  policeman,  endea- 
vouring to  divide  the  mob. 

"  Take  care  of  your  Blunt y  you  devils  1 " 
yelled  the  gallant  Primrose  Leaguer,  who 
had  come  to  see  the  fun.— Bird  o'  Frte- 
dom. 

By  some  the  word  is  derived 
from    Mr.    John     Blunt,    the 


' ,  chairman  of  the  Soutli  Sea 
Company,  the  famous  bobble  Ivy 
which  a  few  fortunes  weie  won, 
and  xDBm$  f oortunes  wero  lost,  in 
I7aa  By  others  it  is  thoqgfat 
that  the  word  origiiiated  in  the 
French  Uomd,  But  Nimi<  (some- 
times varied  to  ihe  Utml)  if 
more  probably  derived,  as  the 
latter  appellation  implies,  from 
an  allusion  to  the  blunt  rim  of 
coins  or  to  their  hardness,  as  in 
the  phrase  "  hard  cash,** "  soft " 
being  bank  notes,  and  "stiffii'' 
cheques  or  bills. 

Blunted  (popular,  and  thieves), 
possessed  of  money. 

Bly-hunka  (tinker),  a  horse. 

B.  N.  C,  Brasenose  College,  Ox- 
ford. 

Board,  to  (military),  to  borrow. 

Board  him  (nautical),  a  col- 
loquialism for  I'll  ask,  demand, 
or  accost  him  (Admiral  Smyth). 
Shakspeare  msikes  Pdonius  ssj 
of  Hamlet : — 

"  I'll  board  him  presenUy." 

To  '*  hoard  him  in  the  smoke," 
means  to  take  a  person  by  eat' 
prise,  from  the  simile  of  firing  a 
broadside  and  taking  advantage 
of  the  smoke  to  board. 

Boarding^  school  (old  cant),  the 
name  given  by  thieves  and 
similar  characters  to  Newgate 
or  any  other  prison.  "  To  go 
to  boarding  tchool**  was  to  go 
to  gaol.    French  thieves  call  a 


Boat — Bobachee. 
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piison  ''pal"  "on  aminche  de 


(tbieves),  origixiallj  to  trans* 
port,  the  term  is  now  applied 
to  penal  servitade.  To  "get 
the  Jioat"  or  to  "be  hooted"  is 
to  be  sentenced  to  a  long  term 
of  imprisonment  equivalent  to 
transportation  under  the  old 
system  (Hotten}.  To  hoai  with 
one  is  to  be  a  partner  in  some 
crime,  to  be  an  accomplice. 

"Does  he  4mi/ with  you?"  "Yes,  and 
he's  an  artisL  Only  last  night,  down  at 
the  Alhany  break-np,  he  buzzed  a  bloke 
and  a  shakester  of  a  reader."— €7m  th* 
TrmiL 

(Militazy),  a  good  hwt  is  a 
soldier  who  spends  his  money 
freel J  with  his  poorer  comrades. 

Bob  (general),  a  shilling.  Origin 
unknown.  Perhaps  from  a 
simile  in  allusion  to  the  meaning 
of  hob,  formerly  bait  for  fish,  the 
coin  being  looked  upon  in  the 
light  of  a  bribe.  "  Bobstick," 
old  slang  for  a  shilling,  would 
in  that  case  be  the  fishing-rod. 
Compare  with  "palm-oil,"  both 
money  and  bribe,  and  the  French 
slang  f^ile  de  maintf  same  mean- 
ing. Also  with  grainef  money, 
from  the  phrase  "graisser 
la  patte,"  to  bribe.  It  is 
curious  to  note  that  bob  is  a 
blow,  and  "blow"  slang  for  a 
shilling. 

The  jolliest  fellow  you  ever  met 

Is  a  dismal  man  at  home ; 
The  wittiest  girl  in  society's  set 

Will  with  headaches  her  wit  atone. 
The  man  whose  graces  a  court  would 
adorn 


Is  tied  to  a  desk  from  night  till  mom ; 
And  the  man  who  would  lend  his  last 
6ff6  to  a  friend 
Never  has  the  first  M  to  lend. 

—Bird  0*  Frud^m» 

(Popular),  bob!  stopl  the  re- 
sponse to  the  request  "say 
when,"  while  spirits  are  being 
poured  into  one's  glass. 

"  Bob  a  nob,"  a  shilling  a  head. 

Bobf  in  old  slang,  signified  a 
shoplifter's  assistant,  to  whom 
the  stolen  goods  were  passed, 
and  who  carried  them  away. 
"All  is  hob;'  ».e.,  all  is  safe. 
From  a  Cornwall  term  hob, 
pleasant,  agreeable.  A  variant 
of  "all  gay,"  and  "all  serene." 
"  To  shift  one's  hob"  to  go  away. 

(Public  schools),  "dry  606," 
a  boy  who  devotes  himself  to 
cricket  or  football,  or  any  other 
games  on  "dry  land,"  in  oppo- 
sition to  "wet  606,"  one  who 
gives  himself  up  to  boating. 

The  friendly  rivalry  between  England 
.  and  America  led  some  while  ago  to  a  con- 
test between  the  "  wet  Ms"  to  use  an 
Eton  phrase,  of  either  country,  and  it  was 
only  £sir  that  the  "dry  bohs "  should  show 
what  they  could  do.—T.   Ogilvie:   Im- 
perial  Dictionary  of  the  English  Lan" 
gnage, 

**Dtj  bob  "  also  refers  to  fruitless 
coition. 

Resolved    to   win,  like   Hercules,   the 

prize  .  .  . 
The  cheating  jilt,  at  the  twelfth,  a  dry 

606  cries. 

—Earl  0/ Rochester's  Works, 

Bob  my  pal  (rhyming  slang),  a 
"  gal,"  girl. 

Bobachee  (Anglo-Indian),  a  cook; 
a  vulgar  or  slang  form  of  hA- 
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viarehl,  a  high  dignitary  at  the 
Mongol  court,  a  taster  and 
carver  to  some  great  man. 
Bobbaehy  canvah,  cook-house. — 
Anglo- Indian  Cflouary, 

Bobber  (popular),  a  fellow-work- 
man, mate.  Also  a  variant  of 
"bob,"  as  in  the  phrase  ''two 
bobber"  a  florin. 

So  down  I  gets  and  finds  a  two  bobber. 
My  mate  gives  me  the  wink,  but  the  slavey't 
on  the  job,  so  I  say,  "  Oh,  miss,  if  I  ain't 
found  a  two  bobbtr^' — Sporting  Timet, 

Bobbery  (Anglo-Indian).  This 
word  comes  from  the  East,  but 
its  origin  is  doubtfnL  The 
authors  of  the  "Anglo-Indian 
Glossary  "  declare  that  it  is  com- 
mon for  Hindus  when  in  surprise 
or  grief  to  exclaim,  Bapre/ 
or  Bapre  bap  t  "  Oh,  Fathers  I" 
This  is  imitated  in  Anglo-Indian 
by  Bobbery  Bob  I  Ladies  in  the 
United  States  also  sometimes 
exclaim,  "Fathers!"  with  or 
without  "  merciful,"  or  "  good  " 
as  a  prefix.  Bobhery  generally 
signifies  a  row,  a  disturbance. 
It  is  even  more  common  as 
"bobbely**  in  pidgin  English, 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  indeed 
whether  it  originated,  as  some 
think,  in  the  Cantonese  pa-pi,  a 
noise. 

.  I'll  bet  a  wager  therell  be  a  bobbery  in 
the  pigsty  before  long. — Marryai:  Peter 
Simple, 

It  also  means  in  India  "  pack," 
a  pack  of  bounds  or  dogs  of  all 
kinds  without  distinction. 

What  a  Cabinet  has  put  together — 
a  regular  bobberyyajc\i,—A$tglo-IndiaM 
Gioxsary, 


Bobbin  (common).  ''Tfanfa  the 
end  of  the  M6tfi."  ▲  pfann 
equivalent  to  saying,  "Tbat'stha 
end  of  it,**  when  all  the  tfanid 
is  wound  off  a  M&m  or  spool 
The  French  say  '^dtre  an  bout 
de  son  rmdeau^*  (Amecicin), 
bMin*  around,  a  sUuig  pfann 
meaning  going  aboat,  here  and 
there,  casually.  It  zoee  fnmi 
the  refrain  of  a  song  which  wis 
popular  in  i8,sa  In  another 
lyric  the  following  aUnaion  wm 
made  to  a  report  that  the  Sing 
of  Belgium  had  proposed  mar^ 
riage  to  Miss  Bordett-Coiitti 
and  been  rejected. 


So  thtt  King  of  Che  BcJgincs  went  in  aad 

got  sold 
When  he  hoped  for  a  fortoiM  in  aSver  aad 

gold. 
Which  shows  that  great  iiioD-i*«rchs  sobw 

times  are  found 
Runnin'   alba  ridi    ladles    and  bebbinf 

aro$md. 


If  I  ketdi  him  bobb&t* 
Nancy  here  agin,  I'll  just  aet  the  doigs  on 
him — though  I  don't  believe  a  decent  doig 
would  want  to  bite  sudi  an  eveilatfiiig 
slink  as  he  is. — Sunday  Paper, 

Bobbing  armuid  \a  evidently 
a  variation  on  "  bobbing  np  and 
down,"  rising  and  JUHng^  here 
and  there,  like  a  fisherman's 
bob  in  the  water. 

Bobbing^  (public  schools),  "dry 
bobbing  "  applies  to  all  sports  on 
terra  flrma,  and  "  wet  bMie^^ 
to  aquatics. 

Bobbish  (common),  smart,  spraoe, 
or  in  good  order,  fair.  From 
a  Cornwall  term  bob,  pleasant, 
agreeable. 


Babbles— Bobtatl. 
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"Ovam 


OHul,  thankee."— /*aMKi. 


Bobbies  (popolar),  the  teatides. 
Vrom  the  same  word  signifying 
In  Cornwall,  stones,  pebbles. 

Bobbj  (general),  a  x>oliceman ; 
otherwise  '*  peeler,  oop,  or 
oopper,  blne*bottle,  pig,  reeler, 
cmsher,  frog,  flj-cop,"  &c. 

The  000k,  she,  when 
The  iMy's  on  his  beat, 
'    Oft  lighten*  master's  Urder 
Of  the  pudding  and  the  meat 

"  If  jon  want  a  thing  dcme,  70a  should 

do  it  yonnelf,** 
Is  an  excellent  aMudm,  no  doubt  in  its 

way; 
Bat,  when  dtiiens  wilUnf^y  part  with  their 

P«lf. 
They're  entitled  to  claim  some  return 
for  their  pay. 
BaO  does  not  pay  BoUigt  to  lounge  on 
their  bi^tfi 
And  leave  ham  at  last  to  look  after  his 
streets. 

—PuttcA, 

Borne  thirty  years  ago  the 
man  in  bine  (jooxnalistio)  was 
still  sometimes  called  **bobhjf 
peeler,"  a  fact  which  bears  oat 
the  generally  admitted  origin 
of  io6iy  from  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
to  whom  the  establishment  of 
the  force  was  dne,  in  1829,  and 
who  leplaoed  the  old  **  Charlies  " 
(ao  callM  from  Charles  L,  in 
whoee  reign  the  system  was 
reoiganised),  who  then  acted 
aaconstaUesand  night-watchers 
in  the  metropolis.  According 
to  Hotten,  the  official  square- 
keeper,  who  is  always  armed 
with  a  cane  to  drife  away  idle 


and  disorderly  urchins,  has, 
time  oat  of  mind,  been  called 
by  the  same  urchins,  **  6o66jf  the 
beadle." 

Bobby  twister  (thieves'  slang),  a 
burglar  who  would  hesitate  at 
nothing,  even  to  shooting  any 
policeman  who  might  be  endea- 
vouring to  capture  him.  A 
noted  bMp  twitter  was  the  fa- 
mous burglar  Peace,  whose  diur- 
nal avocations  were  certainly 
in  keeping  with  his  name,  as  he 
was  considered  a  highly  respect- 
able citizen.  He  was,  or  pra- 
tended  to  be,  a  teetotaller,  and, 
it  is  said,  a  member  of  the 
Salvation  Army.  His  respecta- 
bility ended  on  the  gallows. 

Bob-coll  (thieves),  good  fellow. 

"  Where  be  you  going,  you  imp  of  the 
world?"  cried  the  dame.  '*  Get  in  with 
you,  and  say  no  more  on  the  natter ;  be  a 
M<mI/-'^Top  the  bullies,  and  irou  shall 
have  the  blunt  1  "^Lyttm :  Paul  Cliftrd. 

Bob  is  a  provincial  term,  sig- 
nifying pleasant,  agreeable. 

Bobs  (schools),  huge  beer  jugs. 

Only  those  "juniors"  attended  whose 
olfice  it  was  to  bring  away  the  portions  of 
bread  and  cheese  and  M$  of  beer  for  con- 
sumption in  the  afternoon.-- 7*.  A.  TroUtjft: 
What  I  Renumber. 

Bobstick  (old),  a  shilling.  Vide 
Bob. 

Bobtail  (old  slang),  a  licentious, 
immodest  woman  of  the  very 
lowest  character.  One  who  ex- 
posed her  person  in  public.  Also 
an  impotent  (206oifcAce. 
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Bob  White  (Americafi),  a  popular 
but  not  a  slang  name  for  the 
qnail,  whose  notes  are  supposed 
to  resemble  the  words  Bob — 
Wkitef  with  a  pause  between  the 
two  words  and  a  strong  aooent 
on  the  White,  It  is  just  two- 
thirds  of  the  song  of  the  whip- 
poor-will. 

The  American  fanner  has  watched  his 
birds  through  the  cycle  of  the  year ;  has 
listened  to  the  "Ah  Bo6  White  I  ah  Bcb 
IVhite!"'  that  with  the  fall  of  the  apple- 
blossoms  begins  to  fill  the  air.  —  Mac 
tHillans  MagOMitu. 

Bodier  (pugilistic),  a  blow  on  the 
sides  of  the  body,  otherwise 
known  as  a  "  rib-roaster." 

Bodkin  (common),  an  old  word 
still  in  use,  with  the  sense  of 
dirk,  dagger.  (Sporting),  a  per- 
son who  takes  his  turn  between 
the  sheets  on  a  night  when  the 
hotel  has  twice  as  many  visitors 
as  it  can  comfortably  lodge 
(Hotten's  Dictionary).  (Com- 
mon), to  "  ride  6odittn,*'  any  one 
sitting  between  two  others  in  a 
carriage,  is  said  to  "ride  hod' 
Idnr 

Then  he  called  a  hansom,  and  expressing 
his  willingness  to  "  be  the  bodkin  "  (A  nglicit 
ride  in  the  middle),  ordered  the  jehu  to 
drive  to  Middlesex  Street.  —  Sporting 
Times. 

Body-slangy  (thieves'  cant),  fet- 
ters for  the  body. 

Body-danga  are  of  two  kinds. 
Each  consists  of  a  heavy  iron 
ring  to  go  round  the  waist,  to 
which  are  attached  in  one  case 
two  bars  or  heavy  chains,  con- 
nected with  the  fetters  round 


the  anklee,  in  the  other  oaae  a 
link  at  each  Bide  attached  to  a 
handcuff.  Into  these  the  wiffti 
are  looked,  and  thus  held  doim 
to  the  prisoner's  sides.  Ihe 
latter  are  now  only  to  be  found 
in  museums. — Vaux, 

Body  snatcher  (old),  a  fatbiff  or 
runner;  a  violator  of  the  gxB?e; 
an  undertaker. 

Bogf  (prison),  the  farm  works  at 
Dartmoor  where  much  land  his 
been  reclaimed.  Bog  gang,  tbt 
party  of  convicts  detailed  for 
this  work.  (Common),  a  privy. 
Originally  printers*  slang,  trat 
now  very  common.  "  To  icy," 
to  ease  oneself.  (Tinker),  see 
Booh. 

Bog:e7,  often  called  bofi^-aboo,  a 

word  existing  in  different  forms 
in  many  languages.  As  both 
God  and  Devil  may  be  found  in 
DtuSf  Devas,  divine,  Diabdm 
and  the  gypsy  JDuvd  or  Dadu 
(both  meaning  Gk>d  only),  so  we 
have  the  divinity  as  Bog  in 
Russian,  and  in  the  Celtic  bvg, 
a  spirit  or  spectre,  while  in 
English  bugge  or  bug  is  in  two 
senses  a  terror,  as  the  famous 
Bugge  Bible  and  Spensei's 
"  Faerie  Queene  *'  bear  witnesi 
The  bogey  or  bug-aboo  is  an 
imaginary  horror  or  monster 
with  which  vulgar,  wicked,  or 
foolish  people  were,  and  perb^w 
still  are,  accustomed  to  frighten 
children  at  night.  It  is  probable 
that  aboo  is  the  common  old 
Irish  war-cry,  which  was  nid 


Bogey — Bogus. 
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to  be  80  temfying  that  it  was 
formerly  proUbited  by  law. 
This  oiboo  was  well-known  and 
much  talked  of  during  the  time 
of  Elisabeth.  On  August  2, 
1887,  Mr.  Ck>nrtney  in  Parlia- 
ment invented  a  new  form  of 
the  word. 

ICr.  CooitDcy,  though  a  partisan  of  the 
undertaldng;  urged  that  a  division  should 
be  taken  at  once  to  save  time.  He  de- 
tcribed  the  speedi  of  Baron  H.  de  Worms 
as  a  combination  tAhog^yum  and  fogejism. 
(A  laagh.)  Mr.  W.  Hu  Smith  and  Mr.  J. 
Morley  joined  in  the  appeal  to  close  the 
disomstOQ. — Smint  Jamtt't  Gaaette. 

(Common),  one's  landlord, 
called  by  the  French  "Mon- 
sieur YautOTir."  (Studios),  a 
painting  is  said  to  be  hogey  when 
sombre  tints  predominate. 

Bogfa  (tinker),  to  get,  hold,  make 
sFork.  "ms  appears  to  beaTcry 
general  sort  of  a  verb. 


(common),  potatoes, 
from  the  &ct  that  potatoes  form 
the  chief  diet  of  Irish  peasants. 

Bog^-trotter  (now  recognised),  an 
Irish  peasant.  "  Bog-trotting," 
applied  to  an  Emeralder,  or  to 
any  one  who  lives  among  marshy 
moors. 

The  impadent  itg^'irvHing  scamp  dare 
not  threaten  me  I — Tkmckemy :  Pendemtis, 

Bogne,  to  (American),  to  apply 
one's  self  very  earnestly,  to  make 
every  effort.  "  I  don't  git  much 
done  without  I  hogue  right  in 
along  with  the  men  "  (Bartlett). 
Boege,  a  bow,  or  a  coarse  in 
Dutch,  is  used  exactly  in  this 


sense,  as  "het  over  alle  hogen 
wenden,'*  to  try  everything,  to 
leave  no  stone  nntomed.  Also 
in  Dutch  hogen,  to  pride  one's 
self  on  employing  energy  in 
action. 

Bogus  (American),  anything  like 
a  sham,  a  fraud,  a  counterfeit, 
or  a  humbug.  Bogtu  money, 
&o$rtM  banks,  &c 

One  of  the  b^j^  petitions  in  favour  of 
the  coal  and  wine  dues  unearthed  by  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  is  purported  to  be  signed  by 
no  less  than  thirteen  racehorses  t— /Wmvy 
Folks. 

The  story  which  derives  the 
name  from  one  Borghese,  who 
a  generation  ago  flooded  the 
West  with  counterfeit  money, 
is,  like  most  American  deriva- 
tive stories  given  in  news- 
papers, extremely  doubtful.  As 
soon  as  an  expression  becomes 
popular,  ingenious  artiste  in 
literary  anpereheries  at  once 
manufacture  for  it  a  history. 
Bogui  is  from  a  cant  term  ap- 
plied to  counterfeit  coin.  This 
word  is  widely  current  in  the 
United  States,  whence  it  has 
been  recently  imported  by  Eng- 
lish newspaper  writers.  Among 
the  tinklers  or  tinkers,  a  kind 
of  Scottish  gypsies,  bogu»  means 
counterfeit  coin,  from  bogh,  to 
make,  and  the  Romany  termi- 
nation us,  Wilson  declares  that 
there  are  numbers  of  these  tin- 
kers in  America.  Dr.  C.  Mackay 
is  of  opinion  that  it  was  intro- 
duced in  America  by  Irish  immi- 
grants from  boe,  pronounced 
boke,  deceit,  fraud. 
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Bohn  (Yale  College),  a  tnnsla- 
tion,  or  a  pony  from  Bokn,  the 
name  of  well-known  London 
publishers,  who  issued  a  series 
of  translations  of  the  Classios, 
the  use  of  these  becoming  very 
common  in  the  States ;  a  Bohn 
was  generaUj  adopted  as  a 
name  for  a  translation. 

Twu  pleoty  of  skin  with  a  good  deal  of 

—SongtoftktJubiUe:  YaleColhgt 
Magtuint. 

Boiled  shirt  (Australian  diggers) 
a  clean  shirt  or  "clean  biled 
rag/'  as  Mark  Twain  puts  it, 
boiling  being  a  primitivo  way  of 
washing  shirts. 

John  rod«  home  with  a  depressed  mind. 
As  he  passed  the  public-house  which  had 
proved  the  lion  in  the  old  man's  path,  he 
saw  the  imblican,  a  bloated,  greasy-faced 
man,  a  villainous  low  forehead,  and  a 
priie-fighting  look,  walking  up  and  down 
the  venuxlah  in  a  boiltd  skirt,— A,  C. 
Crtmt, 

Boiler-plated  (American)  origi- 
nated in  iron-clad.  Utterly  im- 
penetrable, irresistible,  not  to 
be  affected. 

He  gave  me  a  look  of  boiitr-plaied  re- 
proach,  clapped  on  his  hat,  and  was  off  with- 
out another  word.— J/r.  and  Mrs.  Bowser, 

Boilers  (Royal  Military  Academy), 
boiled  potatoes  as  opposed  to 
*' greasers,"  fried  potatoes. 

Boiling  or  biling  (common),  the 
"  whole  boiling"  the  whole 
party,  or  entire  quantity. 

The  last  mile,  he  said,  tho'  the  shortest 
one  of  the  whole  hilin\  took  the  longest  to 
do  it  in  by  a  jug  full.— .S'tfiw  Slick :  The 
Clockmaktr, 


A  phrase  probably  derivci 
from  the  kitchen,  and  a  stew 
or  broth  of  manj  ingredieaU. 
It  is  a  phrase  laora  oommeQ 

or  8<x>tch  people^  thoo^  not 
wholly  unknown  to  eitlier.  Hw 
Irish  pronounciation,  is  "  faiUag  " 
or^bilinV  Thetermiseitan- 
sively  used  in  Ammica,  sad  ii 
sometimes  varied  to  the  "  whoh 
gridiron  of  them,**  appUed  to  i 
party.    The  latter  is  Irish. 

Boilnm  tea  (pidgin),  to  bott  toa. 

Bloogy  my  das  tim  *  h^Umm  jmi  tm^ 
mumpa  one  first  dyapJtUfJStggl  (qokkO 

Talkee  dat  sa-van  CNnraat)  ha  b  Hify 
how  Mhum  toe— ^A^pm  TmJkti. 

Boko  (common),  a  nose. 

An  expert  in  naaogr^tliy  declaita  Ail  t 
pale  nose  usually  befengi  to  tht  mIMi 
cold-hearted  man;  white  tha  h«Wy* 
coloured  Mb0  is  chanctarittae  of  tht  ■» 
guine  tempexaatnt  usually  poMcaed  hf 
the  man  who  is  hopeful  that  a  frit  diiik 
is  looming  in  die  dinsnoe.- 


Originally  a  large  nose,  poi- 
sibly  from  btak,  old  slaiig  for  a 
nose,  or  from  the  old  IBoffiA 
boeke,  boktt  a  sweUingt 

Boler,  bofwler  (Winchester),  itiff 
felt  hat  or  pot  hat. 

Bolly  (Marlborough)  is  used  by 
the  pupils  with  the  signiiica> 
tion  of  pudding. 

Bolt,  to  (colloquial),  to  nske  a 
sudden  and  rapid  moTement,  for 
haste,  alarm,  perplexity,  or  other 
cause  of  expedition.  ToMloiie*8 
food  is  to  swallow  without  mas- 


BoU — Bonanga. 
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tiOBtion ;  to  hoU  is  to  ran  away, 
to  decamp,  to  disappear.  The 
term,  according  to  Grose,  is  bor- 
rowed from  the  rabbit-warren, 
because  the  rabbits  hoU  when  a 
ferret  enters  into  their  burrows. 
But  the  derivation  is  probably 
from  hoUf  the  ancient  and  not  yet 
ohaolete  word  for  an  arrow,  as  in 
the  citrrait  proverb  "a  fooFs 
ktt  is  soon  shot,"  so  that  to 
ftott  is  to  move  as  swiftly  as 
an  arrow.  (Prison),  "getting 
the  5ott,"  being  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude.  • 

"  Long  Bin  expects  Mi**  informs  the 
sypthrtic  or  rqotdng  reader  that  one 
William -— expects  to  be  sentenced  to 
paial  aenritode. — Rev,  J.   JV,  HorsUy: 

BdSted  (nantical),  "I've  been 
throogfa  the  mill,  gronnd  and 
\dudr  That  is,  "Ton  can*t 
gammon  me ;  I'm  too  old  a  bird 
to  be  oanght  with  chaff."  BdUud 
In  this  case  signifies  sifted. 

Bolt-in-titn  (London  thieves), 
bolted,  mn  away,  got  away, 
one  of  the  pons  that  cant  and 
slang  are  so  fond  ol    Cf,  "  Ck)B- 

BIXB,"  "  BlLUABD  SLUV^"  &C. 

Vans  in  his  Memoirs  says : — 
"A  term  fomided  on  the  cant 
word  'bolt,'  and  merely  a  fan- 
cifol  variation  very  common 
«moog)liii&  persons,  there  being 
in  London  a  famoas  inn  so 
called.  It  is  customary  when 
a  man  has  ran  away  from  his 
lodgings,  broken  oat  ot  jail,  or 
made  any  other  sadden  mcfve- 
mmt,  to  say  '  the  BcU-tn-tun  is 
concerned,'  or  '  he's  gone  to  the 


BoU-in^iun*  instead  of  shnply 
saying, '  he  has  bolted,' "  fto. 

Bolt  the  moon,  to  (common),  to 
cheat  the  landlord  by  taking 
away  goods  or  fomitare  with- 
out paying  the  rent;  literally  to 
extinguish  the  moon  and  take 
advantage  of  the  darkness  thus 
produced.  "To  shoot  the  moon" 
is  more  common. 

Bolus  (common),  an  apothecary. 

Bombay  dock  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
small  fish  called  the  bummelo 
or  bumbalow,  which  is  caught 
on  the  Indian  coasts.  When 
dried  it  forms  the  well-known 
Bombay  dueks,  seen  so  frequently 
among  grocers'  delicacies  in 
England. 

Bofflbo  (nautioal),  weak,  cold 
punch. 

Bona  (theatrical),  good,  varied  to 
"  rumbo." 

Bonanza  (American),  a  Spanish 
word,  originally  applied  to  pro- 
fit, benefit.  A  profitable  silver 
mine  or  a  share  in  it  is  a  bfrn- 
ama.  Now  applied  generally 
to  money. 

At  last  the  train  came,  and  the  guard 
on  the  train  handed  me  a  heavily-sealed 
envelope,  remarking  as  he  did  so^ 

"Be  careful  of  that,  Branthwaite. 
There's  a  bonanza  in  that  package  if  it 
were  yours  or  mine." 

"  Money  ?•  I  asked. 

"Yes;  twenty  thousand  dollars."— 
Americam  St  cry. 

But  a  ionansa  with  milli<ms  in  it  is  not 
struck  every  wttlc—Scridmeys  Monthly. 
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Bonos — Boned. 


Bonas  (popular),  belles.  The 
difference  between  donnas  and 
honoi  is  thus  stated  in  a  music- 
hall  ballad:— 

Girls  are  in  vulgar  called  donnas, 
Some  are  called  Miss  and  scnne  Mn. ; 
The  best  of  them  all  are  called  icHmt, 
The  whole  jolly  lot's  fond  of  kisses. 

Sromdsid* :  O  Frtd,  dofit  H  J» 
frivolntt. 

Bonce  (varions),  the  head,  called 
also  "crust,  chump."  From 
hoffictf  a  marble  of  larger  sise 
than  ordinaxy,  used  by  boys. 
The  French  slang  for  head, 
hiJlltf  literally  a  marble,  bears 
out  this  derivation. 

Bone  (American),  a  fee ;  to  hont^ 
to  pay  a  fee,  or  rather  bribe, 
called  hone^  at  the  custom- 
house to  induce  the  officials  not 
to  examine  passengers'  luggage, 
or  to  let  it  off  lightly.  From 
the  slang  hone^  derived  either 
from  the  French  5(m,  or,  as 
Murray  suggests,  from  the 
middle  English  hoon.  This 
word  is  used  with  the  sense 
of  good  by  English  vagabonds. 
^,  their  hieroglyphic  for  the 
word,  chalked  bjthem  on  houses 
and  street  comers  as  a  hint  to 
succeeding  beggars.  ■ 

(Masonic),  a  corruption  of  the 
Hebrew  word  for  builder. 

(Common),  to  honM^  to  steal, 
to  pilfer,  to  purloin.  Probably 
derived  from  5<m,  good,  or,  by 
extension  of  meaning,  to  seize 
on  a  good  thing. 

The  while  within  the  pocket  of  her  gown 
Childe  Alice  deftly  placed  the  purse  she'd 
botud. 


Alas!   its   qnnlftnH 

"brown;" 
His  winnings  all 

shegfXMuied. 
"The  world  is  too 

Chikle  Alice 


tf 


not  woMk  s 
■tmBen,"Mi 
idml*pooi 


This  word,  aocarding  to^ 
Glossary  of  Cant  in  Bampfjfled 
Moore  Garew,  also  aignifieito 
apprehend,  to  anest,  to  tike 
into  custody,  to  **  nab.**  Oob- 
pare  with  the  French  cmt 
phrase  *'  dtre  le  bon,"  which hv 
the  same  meaning. 

(American  cadets),  to  ita^ 
hard ;  possibly  a  playful  sUn- 
sion  to  the  more  oniTerBsl  dang 
meaning  of  the  verb  "to  ^Me," 
the  meaning  of  course  beiog  to 
convey  the  idea  of  aoqniziog 
knowledge  by  ftrrtt — an  ap- 
propriate reading  of  the  woid 
for  the  cadets  of  West  Point- 
but  more  probably  from  Bohn's 
translations.  For  other  derivi- 
tion,  see  Boondeb. 

Bone  box  (old  slang),  the  mouth; 
the  teeth  are  now  called  the 
"  ivories.** 

Bone-cnisher  (South  African),  • 
heavy  bore  rifle  for  killing  big 
game. 

African  game  require  h«mt<rmAtn\ 
for  any  ordinary  carbine  possesses  fdk 
cient  penetrative  quality,  yet  has  not  ik 
disabling  quality  which  a  gun  nnut  poaoi 
to  be  useful  in  the  hands  of  an  Afrios 
explorer.—/^.  Stanity:  Htm  I fimi 
Ltvingsione, 

Boned  (thieves),  taken  into  cob* 
tody.  To  hon€  is  to  take  what 
does  not  belong  to  one.  Then 
is  therefore  a  world  of  diy 


Boned — Bone  shave. 
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hnmoiir  in  the  thief  saying  that 
he  has  been  Umed  or  stolen  by 
the  poticeman  when  taken  into 

ODStOdj. 

'  T«ll  OS  how  joo  wu  bcmidf  uffnifies  tell 
at  tilt  itonr  of  Toor  apprdieiuion,  a  ooin> 
■Ml  wqncM  among  ftUow-prboncn  in  a 
jiH,  which  b  readily  complied  with  as  a 
rait ;  and  the  varioas  ctrcomstances  therein 
fdtttd  affovd  pretent  amoeement  and  also 
MtfU  bints  for  refolating  their  fotore 
to  at  to  avoid  the  like  nus- 


Boiie-s;nibber  (common),  a  person 
who  hnnts  for  bones  in  dust- 
holes,  or  any  spot  where  refuse 
is  thrown. 

Tbt  JMMW^TwMfr and  the  mud-lark  differ 
Iktlt  hi  their  pmsoits. — Mayhew  :  L<mdcn 
'  mnd  tkt  London  Poor, 


The  term  was  also  applied  to 
a  xesnrrectionist.  Cobbett  was 
therefore  called  a  hont-grMJUbtr 
becanse  he  brought  the  remains 
of  Tom  Paine  from  America 
(Hotten). 


(common),  excessively 
or  hopelessly  lazy. 


I,  a  ghost,  a  shadowy  and 
Impalpable  spectre  or  appaii- 


nmacle,  to  (American 
cadets),  to  frequent  the  gymna- 
aiom ;  frequently  to  take  exer- 
dae  there. 


(common),  a  foot- 


(Winchester),  a  blow  given 
with  the  fist  on  the  lowest 
vertebra. 


maxL 


Bones  (medical),  the  hont*  of  the 
human  skull.  "  Do  you  know 
your  hontM  t "  t.e.,  are  you  fami- 
liar with  the  anatomy  of  the 
'human  skeleton.  (Stock  Ex- 
change), Wickens,  Pease  &  Co.'s 
shares. 

So  now  we  shall  soon  have  our  "  crackers," 

And  likely  enough  our  "  cheroots," 
While   our   ionos  can   be   sent    to   the 
*<  knackers," 
And   then   we   have   sweet   "Sarah's 
boots." 

— Afkin :  Houu  Scm^. 

(Ck>mmon),  to  rattle  the  bonet, 
to  play  at  dice. 

Bone  setter  (old),  a  hard  or  fast 
trotting  horse. 

Bone  shaker  (common),  a  name 
given  to  the  old-fashioned 
bicycle,  which  was  a  clumsy 
wood  machine,  and  was  super- 
seded by  the  spider  steel  ma- 
chine, which  is  now  being 
superseded  in  its  turn  by  the 
smaller  "  Safety.** 

Bone  shave,  the  sciatica  or  rheu- 
matic gout  in  the  sciatic  nerve. 
According  to  Mr.  Thomas  Wright 
in  his  Archaic  Dictionary,  the 
peasantry  of  Exmore  hada charm 
for  the  supposed  cure  or  relief 
of  this  malady,  consisting  in  the 
repetition  of  the  following  dog- 
gerel lines  as  the  patient  lay  on 
his  back  on  the  brink  of  a  brook 
or  river,  with  a  staff  by  his  side 
between  him  and  the  water. 

BoH€  sAavt  right, 
Bone  skav§  straight. 

As  the  water  runs  by  the  stone 
Good  for  bom  tkmvi. 
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Bone  standi — Bono. 


Boat  nhnMUng  (Amerioan  oadet)» 
to  hone  iUmding,  to  itudy  hard 
for  a  dais  position  (Q,  E. 
Wood :  United  States  Army). 

Boos:  (Australian  blackfeUows' 
lingo),  dead.  This  word  is  a 
specimen  of  the  pidgin-Englisht 
stuffed  with  native  words,  in 
which  intercourse  is  carried  on 
with  the  hlacks  on  stations. 

"  Yohi,"  said  the  boy,  still  sitting  on  his 
hone,  "altogether  ^#n^"  (dead),  "one 
fellow  bail  Scng^ "  (one  not  dead).  ' '  Which 
one  bail  b<mgt**  demanded  John  in  tenxMr. 
"  Missis  bail  iffttf  ony,  cawbawn  frighten  " 
(Missis  not  dead,  only  dreadfully  fright* 
enedX  — ^.  C  Cnmi :  Bnth  Li/t  in 
Qtteaulatui, 

Bonfi^er,  binger  (gypsy),  to  bend, 
bow,  duck,  dodge,  to  twist  or 
torn;  bonffOf  bent,  turned,  un- 
willing, sinister,  crooked,  evil, 
distorted,  awry,  *'0  bongo 
yakk"— "The  evil  eye."  "O 
bongo  wast  •'—"  The  left  hand." 
"A  bongo  si"  (or  see)— "A 
crooked,  evil  heart."  **  O  b<mgo 
rikk  o*  the  drom"— "The  left- 
hand  side  of  the  road. 


t> 


Boningf  (American  cadets),  boning 
the  adjutant,  a  violent  or  immo- 
derate assumption  of  a  military 
air  or  bearing ;  a  swaggering 
military  fillibuster ;  a  Bombastes 
Furioso.  Boning  demerit,  said 
of  a  cadet  who  avoids  giving 
cause  for  being  reported  to  the 
authorities  (0.  E.  Wood :  United 
States  Army). 


-»"  A  oopfmaTmwtt,  a  pteiwt,  a 
pretenee,an  ortennihie  BtBiMr 
of  aoooontiBg   lor  what  jfm 
really  wish  to  conoeal;  ■■  i 
man  who  lives  by  depredatki, 
will  rtill  outwardly  follow  aQm 
honest  employnieDt,  as  a  elotk, 
porter,  nefwaman."*     One  ifbo 
metaphorically  honnett  or  Uimii 
other  people;  a  hommti  or  hmh 
neier  is  also  a  sham  bidds  it 
auctions;    a     confederate   is 
thimblerig  or  three  oazda ;  oes 
who  pretends  to  bay  of  a  crocit 
pitcher  or  street  medicine  vis- 
dor  so  as  to  entice  pmchasm 
In  French,  bonneleur  is  one  who 
is  profuse  of  compliments  and 
bows;  hence  a  swindler  wlio 
tries  to  wheedle  people  out  of 
their  money ;  also  a  three-cud 
trick  sharper.     To  bonnet  for  i 
person,  is  to  corroborate  taj 
assertion  he  has  made,  or  to  re- 
late facts  in  the  most  f avounJile 
light,  in  order  to  extricate  him 
from  a  dilemma,  or  to  furthtf 
any  object  he  has  in  view. 

(Common),  to  smash  a  man's 
hat  over  his  face,  a  favonrite 
amusement  of  London  xoogbi. 

Two  young  men  who  .  .  .  Taried  tbdr 
amusements  by  bimiutiitg  the  pru|iiietor 
of  this  itinerant  ooffe«-bo«UM.— Z>ibiMi' 
Skttcke*. 

Bomieter  (thieves),   a   cmiliing 
blow  on  the  hat. 

Bonnets  so  bine  (rhyming  slaog)* 
Irish  stew. 


Bonnet  (thieves),  a   pretext   or      Bono,  good.    (East),  ftono  JohniiL 
pretence.    Vaux  defines  it  thus :  an  Englishman. 


Booby^hutch — Book-form, 
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Boobf-lmtch  (thieves),  the  police- 
■tadon. 

Boob7-tnq>  CVnncheBter),the  door 
of  a  room  is  left  open,  and  on 
the  topare  placed  somebigbooks 
and  a  wet  sponge,  so  that  when 
it  is  pushed  the  whole  falls  on 
the  head  of  whoever  opens  it. 
This  time-honoured  species  of 
pnustical  joking  is  not  confined 
to  Winchester. 

Books  were  closed,  booijfimfs  scattered, 
aofifi-pilknrs  restored  to  their  legitimate 
piaoes. — Ckmmker^t  Journal. 

Boodgeree  (Australian  bash 
dang),  a  blackfellow's  word 
for  "good,"  incorporated  into 
the  slang  of  the  white.  Used 
principally  in  the  pidgin-Eng- 
lish, in  which  the  whites  carry 
oo  their  conyersation  with  the 
blacks.    A  very  common  word. 

What  was  his  fate  then  might  be  mine 
to  a  few  minutes.  I  determined  to  keep 
stSI  and  wait  for  what  might  turn  up. 
Preamtly  I  heard  bushes  rustling  some 
distance  behind,  and  the  voice  of  a  black* 
fdknr,  uttering  in  that  strange  tone  in 
which  the  wild  savage  first  prononnces 
Knf««>»  words  hoodgent  (white  fellow, 
good,  good  white  fellowX— ^4.  C.  Grant: 
Bm$k  Lift  *n  Qtuifulamd, 

Boodle  (American),  booty,  profit, 
perquisites,  plunder.  Commonly 
used  with  regard  to  government 
transactions,  contracts,  &c.,  by 
which  the  publio  are  cheated. 

Twas  Yankee  doodle  once  1  swore. 
But  h  is  Yaidcee  i^PtUe  now. 

— Amtriam  Paper. 

This  word  in  the  United  States 
is  applied  among  thieves  only  to 
cotuiterfeit  or  bad  money.    The 


hoodie  carrier  is  the  man  who 
carries  the  counterfeit  or 
"  queer,"  while  the  shover  passes 
it  off.  **At  the  first  sign 
of  trouble  the  hoodU  carrier 
vanishes,  leaving  nothing  to 
criminate  his  com-rogue  "  (New 
York  81ang  Dictionary). 

(American    political),    hoodie 
explained  by  quotation. 

In  the  States  the  money  used  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes  ix  known  as  hoodUt 
"  sinews  rf  vrar,"  and  "  living  issues." — 
Comkill  MagaaUu, 

Boodle  has  also  the  signification 
of  property,  wealth ;  unques- 
tionably from  the  Dutch  hoedd, 
household  stuff.  Also  an  estate 
left  by  persons  deceased.  (Popu- 
lar), a  stupid  noodle  (Murray). 

Book  (literary),  the  libretto  of  an 
opera. 

This  piece  will  be  followed  by  a  new 
comic  opera  called  "Compare  Guillery," 
by  H.  Perry,  the  600k  being  by  Messrs. 
Julian  Perry  and  Paul  Burani.— 5]^/riit^ 
Times. 

(Turf),  an  arrangement  of 
bets  against  certain  horses 
marked  in  a  pocket-book  made 
for  that  purpose.  "Making  a  ^il 
upon  it,'*  is  a  common  phrase 
that  a  man  is  prepared  to  lay 
the  odds  against  the  horses  in  a 
race.  "  That  does  not  suit  my 
ho(^,**  x^.,  does  not  accord  with 
my  other  arrangements  (Hotten). 

Booked  (common),  disposed  of, 
caught. 

Book-form  (turf),  the  relative 
powers  of  speed  or  endurance 
of  race-horses  as  gauged  by  the 
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Bookies — Boomah. 


"book,"  i.e.,  the  pablisbed  re- 
cord in  the  calendar  of  zaoespMt. 

Bookies  (tnrf ),  the  bookmakers. 

The  icifkiit  came  down  like  wolYet  oo  tlie 

fold 
To  try  and  secure  all  the  "  Jubilee  **  gold. 
Some  plumped  for  St.  Mirin,  but  wrongly 

had  redconed, 
For  Annamite  won,  and  the  "  Saint "  was 

but  second.  — Tuff. 

Past  Epsom's  Spring,  again  we  try 
Our  luck  with  bookie*  and  with  horses 

On  yet  another  field,  where  lie 
The  mysteries  of  the  Guineas*  courses. 
— Bird  o'  Freedom. 

The  toughest  bookie ^  as  well  as  the  airiest 
turfite,  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death 
of  a  genial  fellow.— r*#  IVorld, 

Books  (Winchester).  There  are 
prizes  g^ven  at  the  end  of  each 
half  by  Lord  Saye  and  Sole  to 
the  two  seniors  in  each  division. 
These  are  called  the  hooht.  To 
get  hooki  is  to  obtain  one  of  these 
prizes.  When  a  part  or  division 
are  saying  a  lesson,  the  pupils 
sit  at  one  end  of  "  school," 
in  three  rows;  they  are  then 
^  said  to  be  <'  ap  to  6oo2r<."  The 
Don  sits  in  his  chair  with  his 
side  towards  them,  and  the 
"  man  '*  who  is  saying  the  lesson 
stands  in  front  of  him. 

Books  (card  players),  a  pack  of 
cards. 

Boom  (American),  properly  the 
distant  sonnd  as  of  thunder  gra- 
dually increasing  in  intensity. 
This  word,  from  being  a  favour- 
ite one  in  American  oratory, 
began  to  be  applied  in  1880  to 
any  great  advance  or  rise  in 


bnainen  or  poiUtios.  A  giMt 
boom  in  ootton  zefen  to  aa 
advance  in  price  and  gxeiltr 
aotivity  in  the  maikefe,  wfaili 
the  firat  romoar  that  a  onrtiiB 
man  will  obtain  a  nominstim 
to  office  maj  be  annonnced  iD 
a  newspaper  in  large  lettcn  at 
the  head  of  a  column  aa,  *'A 
hwm  for  Smith  1 " 

A  Boom  fok  Hill.— A  wuammm  n 
on  foot  in  Waxhington  to  ovBuustaDvid 
B.  Hill^AMV  for  the  Presidcncy.-CiMV» 
Tribumt. 

In  the  present  case  imiijf  inflmwiiiMi 
to  work  in  the  direction  of  a  boomu—Ttutk 

Some  Prospero  wawl  Us  magic  vssd, 
the  world  made  discovery  that  it  vaspoa- 
tively  langnishing  for  want  of  more  copper 
and  tin,  all  visible  mpplif  were  ca|ai]r 
bought  up,  and  the  great  nUnlng  AfMsof 
1887  was  fiiuriy  1 


(Journalistic),  a  boom  refers  to 
the  publication  in  a  newsp^ier 
of  some  correspondence  which 
will  raise  up  a  polemic,  and,  by 
thus  attracting  the  attentioo  of 
the  public,  Increaae  the  sale  of 
the  paper. 


(f 


The  latest  Daily  TeUgrm^ 
Our  Daughters" — is  going  00  morily, 
and  the  views  of  the  varioas  yooag  lufio 
are  distinctly  interesting  to  note.— (rMc 


(Nautical),  to  "  top  one^i 
off,"  to  be  off  or  start  in  a  ov^ 
tain  direction. 

Boomah  (Australian),  a  veiy  liigo 
kind  of  kangaroo.  This  word 
is  probably  a  mistake  of  Goknid 
Munday*s.  He  heard  the  ku- 
garoo  called  a  boomer  beoaioe 
of  its  enormous  size :  the  word 
was  strange  to  him,  and  be 


Bootnah — Boom-passenger. 
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imagiiied  it  to  be  a  Taiietj  of 
kangaroo,  and  not  a  slang  word 
ezpressiye  of  size. 

An  oficer  firom  Van  Dtmnen't  Land 
told  aw  that  h«  had  ooce  killed  in  that 
oaloiiy  '*a  kangaroo  of  aoch  magnitude, 
diat  being  a  long  way  from  home,  he  was 
naaUe  thoo^  on  honchack  to  cany  away 
any  portion  except  the  tail,  which  alone 
weighed  thirty  pounds.  This  species  is 
called  the  boemmk^  and  stands  about  seven 
fcct  high.'— Z.<V»/.-C^.  Mumday:  Our 
AntJ^tdtt. 

Boomer  (American),  a  very  big 
specimen,  a  huge  snake  or  kan- 


And  sboold  yon  ask  how  soch  a  one 

A  mighty  hunter  grew. 
So  many  flying  does  outsped, 

So  many  Amnmtt  slew. 

Bat  soddenly  the  Tision  passed, 

And  Bill  became  aware, 
lliat  he  was  in  the  hoomet^s  arms, 

And  bounding  through  the  air. 
— /.  B.  SttpJunt :  Marsupial  BUL 

A  yery  great  lie,  a  very  big 
flea;  a  very  long  hit  at  cricket 
would  be  deeciibed  as  a  boomer, 
or  a  regular  boomer  (used  by 
"slangy"  Ansfcralians).  A  boomer 
is  probably  that  which  makes  a 
big  boom  or  noise,  and  so  some- 
thing very  big.  We  have  the 
same  msiaphor  in  "a  great 
gnn." 


(American),  property 
a  canred  flat  weapon  used  by 
the  natives  in  Australia,  which, 
wben  thrown,  returns  to  the 
thrower.  In  American  journal- 
ism tiie  word  is  frequently  used 
to  indicate  some  evil  measure, 
or  act,  or  folsehood,  which,  like 


a  corse,  has  "come  home  to 
roost,"  or  recoiled  on  the  head 
of  its  anther.  The  title,  *'A 
Bourbon  Boomerangt**  in  an  Ame- 
rican newspaper,  means  that 
the  Democrats  have  been  in- 
jured by  some  scheme  they  had 
formed  against  the  Republicans. 

Boomeranging  (Australian),  hit- 
ting or  killing  with  a  boome- 
rang. A  slang  participle,  coined 
from  the  native  word  boome- 
rang. 

War   shouts  and    nnirersal   haomtrumg- 
ing; 
—J.  P.  Ste^knu:  A  Picmmimmy. 

Booming  (Australian),  large,  as- 
tonishing. For  derivation  vvit 
BOOMEB. 

Look  at  that  hoemhtg  f^aaxmkX  He  has 
been  feeding  sumptuously  on  the  carrion. 
He  is  watching  us  with  his  "glittering 
eye,"  his  head  up,  his  vicious  tongue  darting 
out  now  and  then  like  a  serpent's  fangs. — 
A,  C.  Gretni. 

Boom-ja-lang  (American),  a 
mysterious  slang  word,  which 
seems  to  mean  the  same  as  the 
Spanish  funeion,  business,  or 
what  is  going  on. 

"Twas  right  b  the  middle  of  the  Ip^m-ja- 

All  on  a  sommer  day. 
Rip  Sam  I  set  her  up  again ; 
Set  her  up  again  !  set  her  up  again. 

We're  all  of  the  Choctaw  tribe. 

Song,  x86a 

Boom  -  passenger  (nautical),  a 
convict  on  board  ship.  Derived 
from  the  circumstance  that 
prisoners  on  board  convict  ships 
were  chained  to,  or  were  made 
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Boonder — Booze. 


to  crawl  along,  or  stand  on  the 
booms  for  exercise  or  punish- 
ment (Hotten). 

Boonder,  boonder  (Amerioan),  » 
Bcrabbing-bnxsh.  (New  Tork), 
Dntch,  boendcTf  a  brush.  "A 
rubber,  a  mbbing-brash.  Boenem 
to  rub  with  a  brush/'  implying 
diligenca  Hence  the  American- 
ism to  bone  ii,  to  bone  into  U,  to 
apply  one's  self,  to  scrub  away 
hard. 

Boost,  to  (American),  to  push  up. 
Generally  used  in  the  sense  of 
giving  one  a  lift ;  "  give  me  a 
booit"  as  one  boy  when  climb- 
ing a  tree  says  to  another. 

The  bull  was  actually  tearing  up  the 
earth  and  boosting' mj^  the  sand  like  a  whirl- 
wind. — 3fark  Tw€un:  Roughing  It, 

Booth  (thieves),  a  house ;  to  "heave 
a  bootht^  to  rob  a  house. 

Booth  -  burster,  bam-stormer 
(theatrical),  a  loud  actor,  of  the 
good  old-fashioned  "  horse-dung 
and  sawdust"  type.  The  late 
T.  B.  Chattcrton  used  to  term 
it "  gut  acting." 

Booting^  (military),  punishment 
inflicted  by  the  men  with  a  sur- 
cingle or  strap. 

Boot  joe  (military),  musketry 
drill 

Boot-leg  plan  (American),  by 
evasion  or  trickery,  in  reference 
to  the  saying  that  "  the  boot  is 
on  the  other  leg,"  t.f.,  not  as 


one  would  natiizBUj  nndenriand 
an  assertion. 


There  is  as  mndi  wfaiskj 
Iowa  DOW  as  there  was  baftire^  bat  ksi 
beer,  throoshout  the  State  "for  Bedicd 
purposes  only,*' and  on  the  Uti-i^^Sam, 
and  saloons  run  openly  in  the  kifer  town 
in  defiance  of  the  hw^—Omutka  HerM. 

Boots  (common),  man  or  boy  who 
cleans  boots  at  an  hotel  The 
term  has  ceased  to  be  slang. 

Well,  I  most  do  my  best,  the  post  of  i«wfr 
My  oflSce,  which  I  used  to  think  sohliB^ 
lids  sort  of  thing  scarcely  suits. 


A  *'  bootcatoher  "  was  a  pro- 
vincialism applied  to  a  man  at 
an  inn  whose  duty  it  was  to  poll 
off  the  boots  of  traveHers. 

To  "  buy  any  one's  old  buM^ 
to  marry  or  keep  a  cast-off  mis* 
tresfi. 

Booze  (common),  drink ;  to  bom, 
to  drink  heavily.  To  be  "on 
the  boou^^  to  be  out  on  a  drunken 
jollification,  going  from  one 
public-house  to  another.  The 
word  is  derivable  from  "bouse," 
to  drink  deep  or  carouse.  In 
Wright's  Archaic  Dicticnazy 
"boose"  is  defined  as  mein- 
ing,  in  some  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, a  cattle  "  trough,"  where 
kine  and  horses  drink.  In  War- 
wickshire and  Leicestendiire 
the  trough  is  called  a  *'  booson.** 
Some  etymologists  derive  tide 
from  the  Hindostani  60020,  diink, 
and  others  from  the  Dutch  tey- 
zen,  to  tipple — with  more  reaaon, 
as  the  term  was  good  English  in 
the  fourteenth  century. 


Booze — Bosh. 
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Thomas  Harman,  in  his  "  Ca- 
Teat,  or  Warening  for  Common 
Cnrsetors,"  1568,  has  bou»e  for 
drink,  and  to  botue  for  to  drink. 

"  I  tfty  ^  the  Salomon  I  will  lage  it  of 
with  m  sage  of  bene  houtt;  then  cut  to  my 
note  watdu  Why,  hast  thou  any  lowre  in 
thybongetoiiMMirf" — "I  lay  by  the  mass 
I  will  wipe  it  off  with  a  quart  of  good  drink, 
say  whait  yoo  will  to  me.  Why,  hast 
tboa  any  money  in  thy  purse  to  drink?" 

To  be  hooted,  to  be  drank. 

Booser,  or  booser  (popnlar),  one 
fond  of  potations,  a  dronkard. 

This  landlord  was  a  bocter  stout, 
A  SQoff-taker  and  smoker. 

—H^akat:  PeUrPimdar, 


cheat  (thieves),  a  bottl& 
(popolar),  a  public- 


house. 

Boozingtoa  (Australian  prison 
slang),  a  dnmken  man.  In 
Xngland,  Lushington*  (one  who 
lushes  or  drinks)  is  the  equiya- 
lent  term* 


(popular),  partially  intozi- 
oated ;  what  the  Tnlgar  collo- 
quialism calls  the  "  worse  for 
liquor,"  or  *'  disguised  in  liquor.*' 
Formerly  not  slang. 


(colonial),  to  "poke  horak;' 
applied  in  colonial  conversation 
to  the  operations  of  a  person 
who  pours  fictitious  information 
into  the  ears  of  a  credulous 
listener  (N0U9  omd  Q:iurie$,  7th 
Series,  voL  iii  p.  476). 

(ordeanx  (pugflistio),  blood, 
termed  also  "claret,  Badmin- 
ton." 


B  orde  (old  cant),  a  shilling.  Pro- 
bably originated  in  the  term 
"  bord,"  formerly  a  duty  paid  in 
fairs  and  markets  for  setting 
up  tables,  boards,  and  stalls. 

Bord  you  (nautical),  a  phrase  used 
to  claim  the  next  turn  after  one 
who  is  drinking.  Used  also  in 
Norfolk  by  harvesters. 

Bore,  to  (pugilistic),  to  drive  an 
opponent  on  to  the  ropes  of  the 
ring  by  sheer  weight. 

Mollineaux  tried  to  hen  down  his 
opponent  by  main  strength  ;  Cribb  deter- 
mined  to  prevent  him  if  possible  by  repeat- 
ing  some  desperate  blows  on  the  head. 
"Thomat  Cribb  I  PngiUsHca, 

(Athletics),  to  push  an  oppo- 
nent out  of  his  course. 

Borin^^  (turf),  when  a  horse  in 
running  hangs  upon  another  so 
as  to  interfere  with  his  chance 
of  winning,  the  process,  whether 
intentional  on  the  part  of  the 
jockey  or  the  result  of  the 
exhaustion  or  bad  temper  of 
the  animal,  is  called  horvng.  It 
usually  leads  to  recrimination, 
and  occasionally  to  disqualifica- 
tion. 


Bom  weak  (nautical),  when  a 
vessel  is  feebly  built,  she  is  said 
to  have  been  horn  %oeak. 

Bosh  (colloquial),  nonsense. 

This  gentleman  whispered  to  his  comrade 
the  ^—  (I  beliere  of  Eastern  deriration) 
the  monosyllable  bMkl^Tkmckirm^ :  Tkg 
Adventum  o/PkHi^. 
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Bosh — Bass. 


"This  well-known  word  Sb 
alleged,"  say  the  authon  of  the 
Anglo- Indian  Glossary,  ''to  be 
taken  from  the  Turkish  6otA, 
signifjing  empty.  Tain,  useless, 
&C.  (Redhoose's Dictionary);  but 
we  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
its  history  or  first  appearance  in 
English."  Both  in  English,  and 
all  other  gypsy  dialects,  means 
a  noise  or  soand  of  any  kind, 
and  is  also  used  in  all  the  senses 
of  the  Turkish  word  to  denote 
emptiness,  just  as  we  might  say 
**that  is  all  talk."  "Hatch 
your  bosh,"  or  "bosherin,"  stop 
your  noise,  is  qoite  the  same 
as  stop  your  6a>A.  And  as  the 
English  gypsy  ho$k,  in  fact, 
comes  rather  nearer  to  the  Eng- 
lish slang  word  than  the  Turkish, 
it  seems  most  likely  that  the 
Romany  supplied  it.  Bosh  or 
hath  in  gypsy  has  also  the 
meaning  of  music,  and  is  ap- 
plied to  a  violin.  It  was,  and 
may  yet  be,  a  test  of  a  "tra- 
veller's" proficiency  in  gypsy 
habits,  or  in  the  Romany  lan- 
guage, to  put  to  him  the  fol- 
lowing verse : 

"  O  can  you  roklcer  Romanis  ? 
O  can  you  kill  the  bosh  f 
O  can  you  j&  to  staruben  ? 
O  can  you  chin  the  kosh  ?  " — 

i^.  **  O  can  you  talk  Romany? 
O  can  you  play  the  fiddle  T 
O  can  you  go  to  prison  ? 
O  can  you  cut  the  wood  ?  " 

The  last  line  refers  to  miLlriiig 
skewers  or  other  articles  of  wood 
— the  last  resort  for  a  gypsy 
when  poor. 


Bodi  Ubtr  {itiju&nnU),  HdUniit 

^^  ^  87P7  ^^  ^  HoUiL  A 
great  many  ezpnttdont  und  by 
the  loweat  ekae  of  acton  an 
from  the  gypsy.    Alio  todkaimi 

Both  tines  (showmen),  UtenUy 
violin  strings,  esplaiiMd  by 
quotation. 

Both  of  these  men  hav*  llariooiltt 
frames,  and  are  Marionette  perfianBcn  b 
addition  ;  and  inruiaUy  diarfc  more  ior 
their  engagement  when  working  the  lla* 
rionettes,  or  "^mA  lines,"  as  they  odl 
them,  as  welL— 7!tf  Btis. 

Bos-ken  (tramps),  a  fsnn-hoase. 

Bosky  (popular),  drank;  from 
botky,  swelled,  in  faot,  **  tight." 

Reminding  Corinthian  Tom  and  Jcny 
Hawthorn  of  the  Oxonian  nnd  his  incline 
tion  to  get  iatAy. — Punch. 

Bosman  (tramps),  a  fanner. 
Dutch. 

I've  seen  the  swell  hntmtm  bay  the  piDs 
to  give  the  people  standing  aboot,  jnst  to 
hear  the  crocus  \aXXtx.-^Httuy  Mmyktmi 
Londoti  Labour mttdtht  Lmmlwm  Pmr, 


Boss,  an  American  and  oolonial 
term  extensively  used  in  Eng- 
land by  all  Glasses  in  a  variety  of 
meanings,  such  as  master,  head. 


Boss  horse-shoen  now  diarss  fifty  i 
extra  for  shoeing,  to  meet  the  denunds  of 
the  journeymen.— 77U  Wttkfy  Buiklm, 
San  Framci$c0- 


You  want  a  hast  oook  nod  a  ■■■»ij, 
don  Cabeza,  eh !  Well  I  goeas  I  am  both. 
Whatll  you  give  me  to  com*  to  the  mtas 
and  cook?— /^.  Fnmcb:  Saddie  ami Ma^ 
entsin. 

The  station*4Mr  stopped  dead  idll  and 
glared  at  me  speechless.-— Jf«n(  Tumml 
Roughing  lU 

Mnchphilole^cslrBsssrohbai 
been  devoted  to  estsUish  the 
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Boss, 
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complete  eijrmology  of  this  word, 
it  being  held  that  it  is  oonneoted 
with  bott,  a  round,  salient  protu- 
berance which  rises,  so  to  speak, 
in  a  superior  manner  above  the 
surrounding  surface;  but  most 
phihdogists  agree  in  deriving  it 
from  the  Dutch  baas,  master ; 
den  baas  speeUn,  to  play  the  mas- 
ter, to  domineer,  to  lord  it, 
the  pronunciation  of  baass  and 
lost  being  the  same.  And  this 
origin  is  borne  out  by  the 
circumstance  that  the  French 
argot  has  beausse  for  the  master 
of  a  house,  rich  citizen,  man  of 
importance,  which  was  borrowed 
from  Flemish  vagabonds  and 
thieves.  In  Norfolk  boss  is  used 
in  the  sense  of  master,  or  one 
who  can  beat  and  overcome  an- 
other. In  the  North  of  England 
"  bossock  "  and  **  bossy  "  mean 
large,  fat,  with  a  large  belly. 
The  last  word  bears  a  close  re- 
•emblance  to  the  French  bassu  ; 
but  of  coone  a  "bossy  "  man  and 
a  boua  differ  In  respect  of  the 
poiltlon  of  the  protuberance. 

In  America  boss  is  also  used  as 
an  adjective  with  the  sense  of 
inincipal,  large,  fine,  as  a  boss 
lot  of  apples. 

lianja  time  have  I  let  the  "  boss  mine," 
or  the  *'  Ami  raach  **  slip  throogh  my  fin- 
fjen ! — F.  FnmeU  :  Saddle  and  Mocassin. 

Boss  is  often  used  as  a  verb, 
with  the  signification  to  own, 
manage,  superintend,  conduct. 

0«r  gaOaat  diieC  t^utng"  the  litnation 
ttt  nsoad,  iosietMl  opoo  the  National  An- 
them being  played  at  the  oondiuion  of  the 
qMMt,  and  sttfaeeqnently  called  for  three 
far  the  Qattn.^S^^ortittg'  Times. 
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Old  Blivins,  who  bossed  the  local  sheet, 
And  the  lawyer  who  worked  for  beer 
as  a  fee; 
In  a  maudlin  state  wandered  down  the 
street. 
Having  had  a  dejected  kind  of  spree." 
—Keighley  GoodckiU:  W^ai/. 

In  short,  with  no  other  counteracting 
force  than  an  old  lady  and  a  jrouth  of 
eighteen,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  a  "  free- 
booter "  like  the  Captain  bossfd  the  show, 
just  as  he  had  done  at  the  Pantheon. — 
sporting  Times. 

He  was  bossing^  the  cooking  himself 
that  evening,  and  at  that  moment  was  en- 
gaged in  stirring  some  beans  that  he  was 
frpng  in  the  Mexican  style,  baoon-&t 
being  substituted  for  lard.—/''.  Fnmds : 
Saddle  and  Mocassin. 

**  Bossed  his  own  shoes,*'  man- 
aged his  affairs  personally. 

At  any  rate,  the  elder  Hegner  has 
hitherto  bossed  his  ottm  shoes ^  &c. — Truth. 

The  Australian  employ^  gene- 
rally speaks  of  his  master  as  the 
bossj  though  he  seldom  would 
address  him  as  boss  except  when 
the  master  is  really  in  the  same 
station  of  life  as  himself.  It  is 
disrespectful  to  address  a  man 
as  boss  in  Australia.  The  "  Lar- 
rikin ''  is  rather  fond  of  prefac- 
ing his  impertinences  to  passers 
by  with,  "  I  say,  Boss," 

I  remember  a  certain  South  Australian 
aide-de-camp,  who  was  a  tremendous 
"  masher,"  coming  over  to  Melbourne  for 
' '  the  Cup."  He  was  wearing  one  of  those 
stiflf-starched  four-inch  collars,  irreverently 
styled  "jampots,"  and  was  saluted  in 
Bourke  Street  on  the  "  Cup  night "  with 
* '  I  say,  Boss,  how  much  for  the  celluloid  ?  " 
from  an  individual  who  was  not  to  be 
crushed  by  a  withering  glance  through  a 
deliberately  screwed-in  eyeglass. 

—D.  B,  W.  Sladem, 
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Boss — Boston. 
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The  Darky  Bau :  the  '  tnshy  white,* 

a  '  bradder/ 
Man  at  the  prow  and  woman  at  th« 
rudder." 
— /.  B.  Sii^k€Hs:  Macault^t  New 
ZetUamdtr. 


Cabmen  nse  the  ttenn  with 
the  sense  of  the  '*  fare,"  in  Paris 
U  bourgeois  (which  has  also  all 
the  other  meanings  of  boa). 

Who  is  a  gentleman?  On  returning 
from  the  Lichfield  Coursing  Meeting  the 
other  evening,  one  of  the  runners  with  the 
telegraph  messages  from  the  ground  to  th« 
Lichfield  telegraph  office  was  given  a  ride 
home,  and  when  nearing  Lichfield  it  was 
discovered  that  some  one  was  seated  in 
'front  by  the  side  of  the  coachman.  The 
^s  wanting  to  know  who  it  was,  asked 
the  boy  what  gentleman  that  was  riding 
by  the  side  of  the  driver,  and  the  reply 
was  as  follows,  "  He's  no  gentleman,  sir, 
he's  only  a  policeman." — Binl  <f  Free- 
dom. 

'*  Bou  of  the  shanty,"  master, 
manager  of  the  place. 

The  young  man  who  lives  not  far  from 
Burdett  Road,  who  sports  a  P.  and  O. 
cap,  and  wore  a  C.  medal  at  the  Poplar 
early  closing  concert,  should  have  strutted 
about  so.  Was  he  looking  for  the  fair 
young  lady,  or  did  he  fancy  himself  "  bou 
of  the  shanty."— 7V»*y. 

Bou  of  the  show,  manager  of 
a  theatre,  music-hall,  circus,  or 
a  man  who  gives  an  entertain- 
ment. 

Miss  Leonora  Bradley,  well  known  in 
America,  will  open  shortly  in  London,  at 
a  West  End  theatre,  with  a  new  play 
called  "Jess,"  written  by  the  authors  of 
"My  Sweetheart."  Engine  C.  StaflTord 
will  be  bosi  of  this  show,  of  which  report 
speaks  highly. — Bird  o'  Freedom. 

(Popular),  to  ho%i  anything, 
to  make  a  mess  of  it,  to  spoil  it. 


BoMifOO,  used  bj  J.  B.  Stephm, 
the  Aiutraliaii  oomio  poefci  uaii 
abbreriatioii  of  "Bom  Kanp^ 
roo. 

Ringed  by  the  &dicrs  of  dM  tiibt. 

Sanxmnded,  yetakuM, 
The  AnMW#  «ip«Uy  poMd 

Upon  a  granite  throoe, 
A  very  oU  **  old  man,*' who  had 

Four  generations  known. 

— /.  B,  SU^kem  :  Mmm^MBUL 

Bosten  (common),  spectacles; 
because  (specially  in  the  om 
of  short-sighted  persons)  Utej 
make  one  look  '*boe8-eyed"or 
squinting,  or  from  the  studs  on 
horses'  blinkers. 

Boston  (American)^  an  eaqves- 
sion  which  owes  much  of  iti 
meaning  to  the  tone  and  aooent 
with  which  it  is  uttered.  Some- 
times it  is  Boating,  the  nssil 
Yankee  form  of  the  word.  It 
is  meant  to  satirise  proTindil 
vanity,  and  the  peculiar  fonn 
of  priggishness  which  is  de- 
clared by  envious  New  Yorkers 
and  others  to  be  characteristic 
of  "the  hub  of  the  universe." 
The  city  of  Boston  onquestioa- 
ably  is,  as  r^ards  literary  cul- 
ture, far  in  advance  of  any  oitj 
in  America,  a  fact  of  which  its 
indwellers  are  by  no  mesas 
ignorant. 

Boston  culchaw  (American).  It 
is  declared  by  the  dwdlezi  in 
the  other  (doubtless  envious) 
cities  of  America  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston  are  so  prood 
of  their  "culture,"  that  how- 
ever excited  or  unruly  they  may 


Boston — BoUle-holder, 
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become,  any  person  can  at  once 
can  them  to  order  by  referring 
to  it.  In  a  letter  from  the  Hub 
to  the  Chicago  Trihume  there  is 
a  detailed  and  apparently  per- 
fectly tnithfnl  narrative  of  two 
"  ladies,"  or  at  least  "  women  of 
wealth,"  who  b^^an  to  quarrel 
foxioosly  in  a  shop  over  a  coun- 
ter for  a  shilling  handkerchief. 
Tlie  bystanders,  and  finally  all 
the  people  in  the  place,  were 
soon  in  a  furious  row,  when  a 
tall,  dignified  man,  obserring 
that  there  was  a  stranger  pre- 
sent, restored  quiet  as  by  a 
mirade.  All  that  he  did  was 
to  utter  in  an  absent-minded 
way,  **  BosUm  eulchaw — ahem  I " 
There  was  a  sudden  silence — 
a  marked  sensation,  as  if  an 
electric  current  had  in  a  second 
stnick  every  heart  —  and  the 
ladies,  forgetting  the  handker- 
chief, at  once  retreated.  It  is 
•aid  that  the  police  experience 
no  diflSculty  in  stopping  dog- 
fights, ''plug-masses,"  or  rows 
in  the  lowest  taverns;  they 
have  but  to  cry,  "  Is  thU  esthe- 
tic t  Is  <Aif  becoming  ^oxton/" 
Happy  the  city  whose  detrac- 
tors can  find  in  it  no  worse 
anbject  of  ridicule  than  its  de- 
motion to  culture. 

Botanj  Bay  (Oxford),  a  name  for 
Worcester  Ck>llege,  Oxford,  given 
•in  reference  to  the  situation  of 
the  building,  which  is  at  some 
distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

(Prison  slang),  penal  servitude 
generally,  bat  going  out  of  use. 


as  transportation,  which  began 
in  1787,  ceased  in  1867.  Botany 
Bay  (now  known  as  New  South 
Wales)  first  received  convicts  in 
1787. 

Botch  (old),  a  nickname  for  a 
tailor.  From  to  botch,  to  patch 
up  clumsily. 

Bottle  (sporting),  it  turned  out  no 
bottUt  did  not  turn  out  well, 
failed.  (Popular),  &ott2e-headed, 
stupid. 

Bottle-arsed  (printers),  type  that 
is  thickened  at  the  bottom  or 
feet  is  thus  described.  This  cir- 
cumstance arises  from  the  fact 
of  it  being  worn  by  continual 
impression,  and  sometimes  has- 
tened by  improper  "planing" 
down  or  levelling,  preparatory 
to  laying  the  form  on  for  print- 
ing. 

Bottle-holder  (pugilistic),  one  of 
the  seconds  attending  a  prize 
fight  in  the  ring,  who  takes 
charge  of  the  water  bottle  and 
holds  the  combatant  on  his 
knees  between  the  rounds,  whilst 
the  other  sponges  and  other- 
wise attends  to  him. 

Lord  Palmerston  was  so  nick- 
named after  a  speech  he  made 
when  Foreign  Secretary. 

The  noble  Lord  told  the  deputation  that 
the  past  crisis  was  one  which  required  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government  much 
generalship  and  judgment,  and  that  a  good 
deal  of  judicious  bcttU-koidiug  was  obliged 
to  bo  brou^  into  play.  The  phrase 
bcttle'hoUimgt  borrowed  from  the  priae- 
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ring,  offended  a  good  many 

Justin  APCartf^:  A  HisUry  ff  Our 

Own  Timit, 

Bottle  of  spruce  (rhyming  slaiig), 
a  dence,  slang  for  twopence. 

Bottlins^  (theatrical),  the  same  as 
applies  to  hobbing. 

Bottom  (common),  spirit  placed 
in  a  glass  before  water  is  poured 
in. 

(Up  country  Australian),  the 
scrubby,  swampy  ground  in  the 
bottom  of  a  depression  or  valley. 
Mostly  nsed  in  compounds  such 
as  ti-tree  (tea-tree)  bottom. 

It  led 
Into  a  foreit  track  which  oft 
Was  blocked  by  tea*txc«  bottom  waSt 
Or  fallen  trunk,  compelling  them 
To  make  detours,  and  thrice  a  stem 
Some  inches  through  must  needs  be 

topped 
On  pain  of  being  wholly  stopped. 

—D,  B.  W.  Sladtn:  A  Sumtmr 
Christinas. 

bottom-growths  is  good  Eng- 
lish for  grass  growing  on  low 
lands. 

(American),  "  soda  and  dark 
boltiofm^'  soda  and  brown  brandy. 

Bottom  dollar  (American),  last 
dollar. 

Well  go  our  bottom  ^Vax, ^Sporting 
Timus. 

Botts  (popular),  the  colic.  Pro- 
perly small  worms  in  the  rec- 
tum of  a  horse; 

Botty  (popular),  conceited.  (Nur- 
sery),  a  contraction  for  an  in- 
fant's posterior.  The  French 
equivalent  is  tuhc 


Bongfai^  tqi  In  tlie  (old),  in  t 
peidon.;) 

BoBOGe  (oommon),  eheETy-hmidj. 
(Popular  and  thieves),  a  bnHj^or 
swell;  a  " rankftgnnee,*  a giw* 
swelL  To  ftotmee,  to  swlnd^ 
to  cheat  by  false  rBpresqati 
tions. 

You  will  get  DO  cheqiM  or  aBythkig  ckc 
out  of  us,  so  you  had  better  travd  don 
to  Dorer  under  the  seat ;  and  if  yoo  odl. 
bounce  the  "Johnnies'*  oo  the  boat,  joil 
have  to  swim  from  Dofver  to  rihii-" 
Snorting  Timo$, 

(American),  hounetd,  dis- 
missed, turned  oat ;  "  given  tbe 
G.  B.,"  f.e.,  grand  6omm»,  to 
be  turned  out  with  great  in- 
dignity. 

Bouncer  (popular),  a  swindler,  a 
person  who  stoUs  whilst  bar- 
gaining with  a  tradesman,  a 
large,  stout  man  or  woman. 

(Prison),  a  male  companioo 
of  a  prostitute,  who  lives  on 
her  gains,  and  who,  by  in- 
timidation and  threats,  eztote 
money  from  men  whom  she  en- 
tices. 

(Naval),  a  gun  that  kicks  vio- 
lently when  fired. 

Bouncingcheat(old  oant),abottk^ 
probably  from  the  noise  aadi 
when  opening  it  and  diavisg 
the  cork,  or  a  ooimptioii  cf 
hoowng-cheoL 


Bounder  (univerrity),  a 
whose  maanen  are  deqted  I7 
the  soi-cfiMtil  Me,  or  who  ii 


Bounder — Bow-catcher. 
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hm  boondaiy  of  good 
1^;  •]«>  a  dog-oart 
fK  *  swtil,  a  stylish 
mt  of  a  verj  ynlgar 


ooe  day  aboat  my  own 

that  if  I  ordered 

I  desired  I  should  be 

V  and  when  I  asked 

Hit,  she  said,  "  Oh,  a  toff, 

Fueling  that  my  ignorance 

displayed  no  further,  I  de- 

I  ant  train.— ^^  /ama't 

HI  above  the  sunset  hill, 
I  aad  make  hb  stay ; 
Iptwith  writs  who  is  possest, 
tecs  can  diase  that  dun 

I  aad  in  possesuon  still. 
•^Bird  o'  Fretdom, 

\  four-wheeled  cab, 
I  known  as  a  "  growler." 

be  bad  (popnlar),  des- 
»  outwitted  or  cheated. 

What  a  shame  I  it  is  really 

Tm  treated  is  certainly  sad, 
lat  they  quiz  like  my  inother 

go  I  am  htmmd  to  h*  had, 
--#.  CmMghan:  Ballad, 

wage,  or  btuig^  (old 
pQise,  and  also  for  a 
St.  A  cormption  of 
ah  htmgtAf  wallet. 

ler  (old),  a  pickpocket, 

«j  were  then  called, 
»• 


Managtr  »/  Cakdamam  Sp^rit^''  In 
what  line  are  you  a  contestant  f  "  4>//r- 
coHi—**  I  am  a  jumper."  "  Ah,  you  have 
made  a  record  T  **  "I  made  a  pretty  fair 
one  during  the  war,  I  jumped  the  hffumij 
five  or  six  ttmea.-^PJUladt^JUa  Call, 

Bourbon  democrats  (American), 
according  to  their  Republican 
opponents,  the  Democrats,  espe- 
cially those  ol  the  South,  are 
like  the  Bourbons,  because  they 
have  "forgotten  nothing,  and 
learned  nothing,"  since  the  war. 

Bouse,  or  booze  out  (naval),  a 
good  botue  ott<  is  a  good  feed,  a 
"  tightener." 


(American),  a 
iio  deserta  to  enlist 
her  regiment  for  the 
le  bouiitj. 


(old  cant),  tavern, 
ale  -  house,  modernised  into 
'*boozing-ken." 

*'And  byng  to  rome  vyle,  to  nyp  a 
bonge;  so  shall  we  haue  knrre  for  the 
b0unnf-ktn,'*^-Htm$uui :  A  Cavtmt. 

i.€. ,  "  And  let  as  away  to  London,  to  cut 
a  purse ;  so  we  shall  hare  money  for  the 
ale-house.** 

Forting  thinks  the  term  is  a 
gypsy  corruption  of  the  Hindos- 
tani  boom,  drink,  and  khana, 
house.  Bouiin,  or  houn^oit 
in  the  slang  of  French  sailors, 
is  a  drinking  place  or  "lush- 
crib,"  from  the  Dutch  buyzen, 
to  tipple. 

Bovine  heart  (medical),  not  the 
heart  of  an  ox,  but  a  human 
heart,  which,  owing  to  disease 
of  one  set  of  valves,  has  become 
so  much  enlarged  as  to  equal  in 
size  that  of  an  oz. 

Bow-catdier  (popular),  a  corrup- 
tion of  beau-oatcher,  a  small 
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curl  which  formerly  was  worn 
twisted  on  the  temples.  French 
"accroche-coeurs"  {rof/^/laqueUeg 
in  the  case  of  prostitates'  bul* 
lies),  and  American  "spit- 
curls." 

Bowery  boy  (American,  speciaUy 
New  York),  for  many  years  the 
rough  or  rowdy  of  New  York 
was  called  the  Bowery  hoy,  from 
a  street,  the  Bowery  (Dutch 
Bowveerie),  which  he  was  sap- 
posed  to  peculiarly  affect. 

When  I  first  knew  it  both  the  old  Bowery 
Theatre  and  the  old  Bowery  boy  were  in 
their  glory.  It  was  about  that  time  that 
Thackeray,  taking  some  notes  in  Gotham, 
had  an  encounter  with  the  Bcnvery  hoy 
that  seems  to  have  slipped  into  history. 
The  caustic  satirist  had  heard  of  the 
Bowery  boy^  as  the  story  goes,  and  went 
to  see  him  on  his  native  heath.  He  found 
him  leaning  on  a  fire  hydrant,  and  accosted 
him  with,  "  My  friend,  I  want  to  go  to 
Broadway."  Wbtmapoti  itit  Bowery  boy ^ 
drawing  up  his  shoulders  and  taking  an- 
other chew  on  his  cigar,    "  Well,  why 

the don't   yer  go,  then  ?  "  — Chiceigo 

Tribune. 

In  New  York  other  species 
of  roughs  were  termed  "dead 
rabbits,"  *'  five  pointers,'*  and 
"  Water  -  Street  rats ; "  the 
roughs  of  Baltimore  were  known 
as  "blood  tubs"  and  "plug 
uglies,"  in  Philadelphia  as 
"shifflers"  and  "moyamen- 
sings,"  and  in  New  Orleans  as 
"tigers"  (New  York  Slang 
Dictionary). 

Bowled  (Winchester),  synony- 
mous with  "  croppled,"  or  "  crop- 
ped," that  is,  turned  in  for  a 
lesson  at  "  standing  up,"  when 


at  the  end  of  doister  time  lA 
below  senior  part  have  to  report 
eight  lessons,  that  is,  tram  150 
to  400  lines. 

Bowled  oat  (thieves),  oonTiotod; 
a  metaphor  taken  from  ciickst, 
where  the  batsman's  innings  \m 
concluded  for  good  when  he  if 
hoviedofU, 

A  man  who  has  foUowied  the  ynbamn 
of  thieving  for  some  dmc,  when  he  it 
ultimately  taken,  tried,  and  oooricted,  it 
saud  to  be  bowled  omi  at  last ;  to  beml 
out  a  person  in  a  general  sense,  aens 
to  .detect  him  in  the  oommisakm  of  any 
fraud  or  peculation,  whidi  he  has  hi&eito 
practised  without  discovery.  —  KnuV 
Memoirs, 

Bowles  (popular),  shoes. 

Bowl  out,  to  (general),  to  pot  oot 
of  a  game,  to  detect. 

Bowl  the  hoop  (rhyming  daqg), 
soup. 

Bowly,  bowry  (Anglo-Indian),! 
welL  These  in  India  are  often 
grand  and  beautiful  stmctonBi 
the  water  being  reached  I7 
broad  flights  of  stairs,  witb 
resting-places  here  and  theia 

To  persons  not  familiar  with  the  EmU 
such  an  architectund  object  as  a  hmtlu 
may  seem  a  strange  perrersioo  of  ii^ 
nuity ;  but  the  grateful  coohMM  of  iB 
subterranean  apartments,  cspedal^iAH 
accompanied  by  water,  and  the  qiiMl|^boa 
of  these  recesses,  fully  oonpemate  b  ^ 
eyes  of  the  Hindu  for  the  more  attactin 
magnificence  of  the  ^A^l/r.  ConsmBSBdy 
the  descending  flights  of  inHbich  we  ate  aov 
speaking,  have  often  been  moce  elabonM 
and  expensive  pieces  of  architecton  ^ha 
any  of  the  buildings  above  groad  fas^ 


Bows — Box. 


173 


f.—'F§rgms»0n :  Indimn  mnd 


ioal),  wide  in  the  howt, 
ge  hips  and  posteriors. 
\  kzge  "  baige,"  same 


np  the  jib 

» la  old  phrase^  mean- 
pple.  "Bowsing  his 
"  is  Mid  of  a  man  who 
drinking  freely. 

;old)»  the  nose.  The 
I  e^dent  between  the 
linflint  part  of  the  face 
hampril  of  a  vessel, 
lem  are  the  "boko," 
ind  "  smeller." 

(old),  a  contemptnons 
\  man  bom  in  Boston, 
is  possible  that  this 
•ras  in  the  first  place 
com  hjiuhwow,  a  servile 
ittendant. 

on),  to  be  in  the  wrong 
B  mistaken.  The  ex- 
is  old,  and  has  passed 
mgnage. 

I  I,  "  if  70a  will  hear  how 
expounded  to  that  place, 
iwt  that  yoa  are  in  a  wrong 
<SSS4- 

s),  oeU. 

he  stone  jug  I  was  bom, 
,  widow  the  kid  forlorn, 

-Aiiuwortk :  Rookwood. 

(Australian    station 
join,  or  mix. 


It  now  was  time  to  mark  the  lambs. 
And  make  young  ewes  distinct  from  rams. 

While  he  the  overseer  would  come 
With  full  hands  from  the  station  home. 
From  which  they'd  start  at  break  of  day. 
And  do  the  marking  in  a  day ; 
And  still  he  cauticmed  each  to  heed. 
And  look  out  as  he  did  proceed. 
"  Now,  mind  yourselves,  for  if  you  Aax*, 
You'll  play  the  mischief  with  the  flocks." 
—DugaidFergtu^Mf  N,Z. :  TfULamh, 
in  "  Castk  Joy  mnd  other  Poems" 

Boxed  in  (thieves),  explained  by 
quotation. 

When  there  were  three  in  a  job  there 
would  always  be  one  outside  to  look  out, 
not  only  for  any  person  coming  akmg,  but 
for  lights  in  the  windows,  showing  that 
somebody  had  been  disturbed,  in  which 
case  it  was  easy  for  him  to  whistle  a  warn- 
ing to  his  pals  to  dear  out.  But  the  single- 
handed  man  lacked  these  various  advan- 
tages. It  was  neck  or  nothing  with  him 
when  he  was  once  boxed  in  (when  he 
entered  a  house),  and  a  revolver  was  his 
best  safeguard.—/.  Greenwood:  A  Con- 
verted Burglar, 

Box  Haity,  to  (commercial  tra- 
vellers), to  go  without  dinner 
for  want  of  the  money  to  pro- 
cure it,  or  having  dinner  and 
tea  at  one  meal  to  save  expense. 
Formerly,  it  is  said,  truants 
confined  at  school,  without  fire, 
fought  or  boxed  a  figure  nick- 
named Harry  (probably  the 
devil),  which  hung  in  their 
room,  to  keep  themselves  warm. 
That  may  be  the  origin  of  the 
phrasa  In  Lincolnshire,  to  box 
Harry  is  to  be  careful  after  being 
extravagant.  To  &(»  the  devil  on 
account  of  one's  poverty  strongly 
reminds  one  of  the  French  "  tirer 
le  diable  par  la  queue,"  to  be 
"hard  up." 


»74 


Box  hat  (oommon),  a  silk  hat^ 
termed  also  a  **  ohkaney-poi." 

Box  of  domuioes  (popular),  the 
month. 

Box  the  Jesuit,  to  (old),  a  term 
to  express  a  secret  vice. 

Box -wallah  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
hybrid  Hindu  word,  from  hakaa, 
or  the  English  box,  and  waia,  a 
pronominal  termination.  A  6oc- 
yxiUah  is  a  small  pedlar,  who 
sells  cheap  wares,  and  who  cor- 
responds closely  to  many  of  his 
cousins,  the  pedling  gypsies  of 
England. 

Boy  (society),  champagne,  pro- 
bably derived  from  the  term 
"  liyely  hoy"  which  is  often  ap- 
plied to  a  young  man  brimming 
over  with  animal  spirits. 

To  b«  let,  cheap,  in  the  Royal  Exchange, 
a  small,  well-fitted  office,  with  use  of  Sxey. 
Suitable  for  stockbroker  or  solicitor. — X., 
care  of  Leathwait  &  Simmons,  advertising 
agents,  i  Pope's  Head  Alley,  E.C  X. 
can  send  us  particulars  at  once.  Ponunery 
74,  extra  sec.,  is  our  favourite  kind  oiAoy, 
but  there  aren't  many  brands  that  we  aren't 
equal  to  tackling  at  this  establishment. — 
Sporting  Times. 

(Popular),  a  hump  on  a  man*s 
back.  A  hunch,  or  hump  back 
man  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  if 
he  were  two  persons — "  him  and 
his  6oy.** 

(Anglo-Indian  and  pidgin), 
throughout  the  Bast  personal 
servants  of  any  age  are  called 
hoyt.  The  authors  of  the  Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary  observe  that 
similar  uses  of  the  word  are  to 


be  found  in  the  Vnlgato,  wim 
in  the  Aiafaio,  and  Germm  lilt- 
rature,  while  Shakspeara  makH 
TIaelmaBj — 


**KiU  thsii^vuid  ths 
•xpranly  agaiosK  tfas  laws  of 


\>m 
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In  pidgin-English  a  aartaiit 
is  6o3r,  whilst  6ojf  in  the  ovdi- 
nary  senae  is  "  ona  small  1^" 
In  Tonkin  the  word  ia  need  by 
the  French  with  a  like  aigoiiea- 
tion. 

Boycott,  to  (general),  a  now  gene- 
rally accepted  term,  used  with 
the  aigniflcation  of  to  aend  to 
Coventry,  to  atand  akxit  Ihs 
French  equivalent  ia  "msttn 
en  quarantaine.** 

*' Why,  Mabd,  dear.  I  ha^  HOC  MCB  sm 
for  the  last  ten  days :  surelyyoa  doa't  bob 
to  h^ycott  Regent  Street  T" 

"  I  don't  want  to  bojfc^U  Rcgeot  Simrt. 
but  they  may  want  to  Fjyty^wt  ■«.'- 
Sporting  Time*. 

From  Captain  Boycott,  ib 
Irish  landlord,  who  lay  usderi 
kind  of  excommunication,  all 
labourers  being  forbidden  to 
work  for  him  under  penalty  o' 
some  fearful  punishment 

Boys  (turf),  the  crowd  of  "iud- 
pers,"  "brief  snatchers,"  "wd- 
shers,"  "magsmen,"  "Ibb- 
berers,"  and  other  rogvai  who 
flourish  on  every  raoeooana 

I  should  think  that  there  b  badr  > 
bookmaker  in  TattersaD's,  or  ev«a  «bi  ^ 
the  readymooey  fratcnuty,  «1m  wflU 
not  willingly  subscribe  to  a  faad  fcr  tk 
laudable  purpose  of  deansng  the  riip 
from  those  foul  abominations,  thoae  oiai' 
nal  scoundrels  known  as  the  A^a.  71mi> 
vermin  rob  the  pablicaBiwally  of  llMHadi 
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of  poonda,  and  divert  from  the  pockeu  of 
tiM  booksttkeri  a  perfect  river  of  gold.— 
Biwdif  Frudam, 

The  ho}i9  \b  also  a  deagnaUon 
occasionally  applied  to  the  ring. 
"He  la  not  on  terms  with  the 
5oyf/*  means  that  the  person 
aUnded  to  has  lost  more  money 
than  he  can  pay,  and  does  not 
▼entnre  within  hail  of  the  book- 


Bnoe,  to  (American  thieres),  to 
get  credit  by  swagger.  To  hroM 
it  through,  to  do  a  thing  by 
sheer  impudence. 

Bfaoelets  (police),  handcuffs.  Its 
eqnlYalent  is  nsed  in  French 
slang. 

"  You'd  better  slip  the  brmeeUts  on  him, 
Jim.**  The  feHow  on  my  left  produced  a 
pair  of  bendcnffn.— Ifw^naJUIgw  .*  Robert 
AimUeigk, 

'*  Ah,  hat  I  do !  *  exdumed  the  detec- 
tive suddenly  seizing  the  trembling  wretch. 
"Cbne,  let'k  slip  the  hrmceleU  on."— G. 
^tm:  Xtgma  mnd  Vmgmbondt. 

Bface  of  shakes,  in  a  (popular), 
in*  moment. 

Bface  iq»,  to  (thieres),  to  pawn 
stolen  goods.  Hotten  so  defines 
it,  hot  Vans  says:  "To  dispose 
of  stolen  goods  by  pledging 
them  for  the  utmost  yon  can 
get  at  a  pawnbroker's  is  termed 
'  biaoing  them  up.' " 

Biacket-fiiced  (old),  of  nnpleasing 
faatnres,  hard-visaged  or  ugly. 


i-mSiZ  (popnlar),  a  very 

ugly  face,  fimg  being  slang  for 


Biads  (thieves),  halfpence,  money. 
Hotten  says,  hradi^  money ; 
Vauz,  ^'Bradi  are  halfpence, 
also  money  in  general"  Pro- 
perly brad$  are  a  kind  of  naUs 
used  by  cobblers. 

"Get  anything T" 

"  Get  anything  ?  Not  a  brad,  s'welp  my 
never.  The  old  bloke  vhas  a  sittin'  up  a 
sharpenin'  his  sdssors." 

"  But  you  most  a'  got  something  f  " 

"Vhell,  ye»— I  vhas  lucky  to  get  out 
without  bein'  made  a  sheeny  mysel£"^ 
Snorting  Times. 

Bia^  (thieves),  a  money-lender  at 
exorbitant  interest,  a  Jew. 

Brain-pan  (medical),  the  skull- 
cap, the  calvaria,  also  the  skull 
itself.  (Common),  the  head, 
called  also  "nob,  nut,  know- 
ledge-box, canister,  chump." 

Bramble,  a  Kentish  term  for  a 
lawyer. 

Bramble -gelder.  In  Suffolk  a 
derisive  appellation  for  an  agri- 
culturist (Hotten). 

Bran  (popular),  -bread.  French 
soldiery  call  it  houU  de  son. 

He  purchased  .  .  .  &  half  •quartern  loaf, 
or,  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  a  four- 
penny  brtm.^~CkarU$  Dickens:  Oliver 
Tmst. 

Branded  ticket  (nautical),  a  dis- 
charge given  to  an  infamous 
man,  on  which  his  character 
is  given,  and  the  reason  he 
is  turned  out  of  (the  service 
(Admiral  Smyth). 


:« 


176 


Brandy — Brassy. 


Brmndy  coatee,  bnndj  (Anglo- 
Indian),  a  cloak,  a  coat  for  the 
rain. 

Barani-kurti  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  Ykj- 
brid  shaped  by  the  English  word  "  coat,** 
though  kurti  and  kurtm  are  true  Persian 
words  for  various  forms  of  jacket  and 
tunic. — AnglO'IndUm  GUumty. 

Brandy-laced  (popular),  red  faced. 
Is  generally  said  of  one  who  is 
in  the  habit  of  drinking  spirits 
in  excess. 

Brandy  pawnee  (Anglo  -  Indian 
and  English  gypsy),  brandy  and 
water.  From  f&nH^  Hindu  and 
Romany,  for  water.  In  Eng* 
land  *'  pamy "  is  a  common 
slang  word  for  water. 

I'm  sorry  to  see  yon,  gentlemen,  drink> 
ing  brandy  paiwtut.  It  plays  the  deuce 
with  our  young  men  in  India. — Thttchtrayi 
The  Newccmes. 


Bran-mash  (army),  bread  broken 
up  and  soaked  in  coffee  or  tea 
at  breakfast,  or  the  evening 
meal,  which  consists  of  dry 
bread  only,  as  the  regular  ration, 
men  in  funds  adding  red  her- 
rings, eggs,  and  other  savoury 
condiments  according  to  choice. 
See  Floating  Battebies. 

Brass  (colloquial),  impudence, 
"cheek,"  from  the  immovable 
hard-set  countenance  of  a  bold, 
impudent  person,  the  froni 
d'airain  of  the  French  expres- 
sion abbreviated  into  avoir  U 
front  de  .  ,  ,,to  have  the  auda- 
city. 

She  in  her  defence  made  him  appear 
such  a  rogue  upon  record,  that  the  Chief 


Justice  wondered  he  had  th«  Inm  to 
appear  in  a  Court  of  Justice.— iVMi.* 


It  is  said  of  aa  impudent  pet- 
son  that  his  face  has  been 
"nibbed  with  a  ftrow  oandls- 
Btick,"  or  that  lie  is  as  "bold 
asdroM." 

*' He  died  damned  hard,  and  as  bold  as 
inuSf"    an    expmrion    ooounonly 


among  the  vulgar  after  retmning  froa  aa 
execution.— GiP»xv  Parker:  Dktimmj 
of  Cant. 

(Popular),  money  genenSy. 

But  my  brmst  all  went  to 
Old  Nick,  and  the  rent  too, 
For  I  backed  Sorrento — ' 

No  Sunday  dinner. 

^Birdtf  Frtiitm. 

"It's  no  good  being  proper  ia  tbii 
world,"  said  the  first  housemaid.  "Brm 
can  do  better  than  the  gold  what  hss  stood 
the  fire,"  said  the  second.  — /Mobw  •' 
Oliver  Twist. 

Brass  boond  and  copper  fioteoed 

(nautical),  a  term  applied  to  % 
midshipman  when  in  unifamt 

Brasser  (Blue  Coat  School),  i 
bully. 

Brass  knocker,  a  phrase  vied 
among  professional  beggars  and 
tramps  to  signify  the  broka 
victuals,  which  they  unwilling^ 
receive  instead  of  money,  lod 
commonly  throw  away  on  tte 
roadside  as  soon  as  they  are  out 
of  sight  of  the  donors. 

Brassy  (popular),  impudent 

No,  Mister  Cattle,  Betty  was  too  braaji 
We  never  keep  a  servant  that  u  saucy. 
—H^clcot :  Peter , 


Brazen-faced — Break. 
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Brmxen-£Ked  (oommon),  impu- 
dent, abameleiM.    See  Brass. 

Bread,  or  hard  tack  (naatical), 
biscuit.  Brtad  being  termed 
"  soft  tack." 

Bread-asd-batter  fashion  (prosti- 
tutes), that  is,  one  (slice)  upon 
another.  It  was  said  of  two 
persons  caught  in  the  act  that 
"tbej  were  lying  bread-and- 
butter  fashion." 

Bcead-asd-bntter  warehouse  (old 
cant),  Banelagh  Gardens  was  so 
called.  See  Bbbad-and-But- 
TXB  Fashion. 

Brettd  and  meat  (military),  the 
commissariat. 

Bread  bag^s  (army),  those  con- 
nected  with  the  victualling 
department.  Formerly  termed 
"muckers;"  French  soldiers 
call  them  liz-^in-teL 

Bread  barge  (nautical),  the  tray 
in  which  biscuit  is  handed 
round. 

Bread-basket  (popular),  the 
stomach. 

.  .  .  The  point  of  a  sharp  instmment 
&Ann  right  through,  close  to  my  knees, 
with  the  exdamatioD,  "  What  do  you  think 
fif  that  oo«r  in  a  pc^iceman's  hrtad- 
'  f  " — C.  Kmgdey :  A  Itom  Lockt. 


When  yon  can't  fill  the  bmul-imsket, 
■hot  it :  go  to  tiitt^—ReatU :  Sevtr  toe 


i-picker  (Winchester),  a 
nominal  office,  excusing  the 
holder  from  fagging. 


Bread-room  (nautical),  an  old 
term  for  stomach. 

The  waiter  returned  with  a  quartern  of 
brandy,  which  Crowe  .  .  .  started  into  his 
irgmd'Tvcm  at  one  cant. — SmoUitt:  L. 
Grmva, 

Bread-room  jack  (nautical),  pur- 
ser's steward  help. 

Break  (prison),  a  collection  made 
in  aid  of  one  awaiting  trial 
or  recently  discharged.  Liter- 
ally, pause  in  street  performance 
when  the  hat  goes  round. 

The  mob  got  me  up  a  brtak  (collection), 
and  I  got  between  five  or  six  foont  (sove- 
reigns).— Rev.  J.  HorsUy :  Joiiingt  from 
JaiL 

Break  or  crack  one's  egg,  to 
(cricketers),  to  make  one's  first 
run,  thus  ayoiding  the  "duck's 

Breaking  the  balls  (billiards), 
commencing  the  game. 

Breaking  up  of  the  spell,  the 

(thieves),  explained  by  quota- 
tion.    Yidjt  Spell. 

Tk€  hreakint  up  0/  the  speli  is  the 
nightly  termination  of  the  performance 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  which  b  regularly 
attended  by  pickpockets  of  the  lower  order, 
who  exercise  their  vocation  about  the  doors 
and  avenues  leading  thereto,  until  the  house 
is  emptied  and  the  crowd  dispersed. — 
Vmux's  Memoirt. 

Break  o'  day  drum,  a  tavern 
which  is  open  all  night. 

Break  out  all  over  (American),  a 
common  slang  phrase,  borrowed 
from  the  medical  vocabulary. 
Thus  if  a  man  were  in  a  great 

ir 
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Break — Brewer's  horse. 


rage,  it  might  be  said  that  his 
wiath  broke  ont  all  over  him,  or 
that  he  smiled  from  his  feet  to 
his  eyes.  In  the  following  anec- 
dote it  is  applied  to  an  excessive 
development  of  piety. 

" '  G«t  down  the  Bible,  we're  going  to 
have  family  prayer.'  '  Why  I  are  you 
going  to  have  family  prayer  before  jom 
have  religion  ? '  she  asked.  Grigger  said 
he  wanted  it  and  the  minister  said  if  he'd 
do  before  he  got  it  as  he  thought  he'd  do 
after  he  got  it  he'd  have  it.  Well,  Grigger 
could  not  get  the  idea  into  his  head.  But 
Grigger  stuck  to  it,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
Grigger  was  the  finest  case  of  religion  1 
ever  saw.    //  btvke  out  all  aver  him" 

Break  shins,  to  (common),  to  bor- 
row money.  The  French  slang 
equivalent  is  "  donner  nn  coup 
de  pied  dans  les  jambee.* 


practice  of  making  VbA  4 
the  cross  on  their 


tf 


Break  the  molasses  jug,  to 
(American),  to  make  a  mistake 
and  come  to  grief. 

Right,  dar's  whar  he  brokt  his  mcrlasses 
jug. — UncU  Remus. 

Break  the  neck  of  anything,  to 

(common),  a  phrase  signifying 
that  the  greater  portion  of  any 
task  has  been  accomplished. 

Breaky  -  leg  (popular),  strong 
drink.  The  French  slang  says 
of  a  man  who  has  had  too  much 
drink  that  he  has  "une  jambe 
de  vin.*'  (Thieves),  a  shilling, 
from  the  expression  "  to  break 
shins,"  which  see. 

Breast  fleet  (old  slang),  Roman 
Catholics  were  once  known  by 
this  name.    So  called  from  the 


Breeched  (common)*  to  b 
off.  The  French  say  of  a 
rupt  that  he  is  nnhreedhi 

(Schoolboys),  to  be  ir 
to  be  flogged. 

Breeches  (colloquial),  *  wif 
usurps  her  husband's  ptreio 
is  said  to  "wear  the  hn 
French,  "  porter  la  cnlott 

Breeze  (common),  a  qnai 
disturbance — ^generally  *'t 
up  a  hrttze" 

Breezy  (American),  cooL 

Not  since  the  original  enemy  of  n 
stood  up  and  rebuked  sin  have  « 
such  an  exhibition  of  what  might  b 
breezy  chic  (pronounced  in  this  ii 
cheek)  as  that  exhibited  by  Carter 
son.  Mayor  of  Chicago,  in  coming  I 
York  to  give  us  points  on  munidpali 
mcnt.— AVto  York  World. 

Brekker  (Oxford),  breakfMt 
Footer. 

Breyet-wife  (common),  an  u 
ried  woman,  who  is  repm 
as  married  to  the  man 
whom  she  cohabits. 

Brew,  to  (Marlborough),  to 
some  refreshment  in  the 
noon  at  about  four  o*clook 

Brewer's  horse,  old  cant 
for  a  drunkard.    A  vulgar  f 
on    this  subject    was   p 
about  a  hundred  yeais  i 
more: — 


Bri€m  o'  Linn — BrickfieUer. 
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*' I  «Ui  I  iNn  a  AmMT't  ibrw 

Bat  fix  fliOBths  of  tkt  yuur, 
I'd  take  ny  fiU  of  honest  itufi^ 

Aod  drink  up  all  the  beer. 
When  that  was  done,  what  should  I  do 

My  thirst  to  satik^, 
I'd  eat  op  all  the  corics  and  boagSi 

Giire  np  the  ghost  and  die." 

jfiin  o'  Lion  (rhyming  slaDg)* 


(odDoqnial),  a  tenn  <A  00m- 
xnendation  applied  to  a  parti- 
^iilariy  honest,  good,  jolly, 
ftjiafe,  or  spirited  person. 

g^iuibrth  appioved  of  him  highly,  and 
oi  he  was  a  MdL-'Diekfm:  Dtarid 


It  is  nsed  sometimes  with  an 
m<djeciiye  prefixed,  as  an  "  out- 
id-oat    hrkk"    a    "regular 


t» 


fiuniliar  word  in  the  university 

is  a  *'  regular  SncJk,"  that  u,  a  jolly 

fellow,  and  how  the  simile  b  logically 

b  amusing  enough.    A  Mck  is 

red,"  so  a  *'  deep  read  "  man  is  a 

i>[)feft ;  s  deep  read  man  is  in  uniTersity 


e  "good  man;"  a  good  man  is  a 
JWy  Mlow  with  nou'reading  men,  trgv  a 
S>*r  Mbw  is  a  Mck,—HMli6€t^f's  Illm- 


ft  if  evident  that  the  fignrative 
Wtto  of  the  word  is  in  allusion 
te  tbe  shape  of  a  hridc.  In 
fctfith  arucl  other  languages 
Anigfatforwardness  is  always 
Hntified  with  squareness.  '*  He 
ttnrered  you  as  square  as  a 
ML"      "He   did   it   on   the 


Ifelidder  or  bridtduster  (Aus- 

lirilui),  a  dust  storm,  a  kind 

f  irbtrlwind  frequent  in  Aus- 

v2ia  during  the  summer  time. 


Identified  by  lieut-CJol  Mnnday 
with  the  "southerly  burster/' 
so  called  from  the  brickdusty 
feel  of  the  grit  with  which  the 
wind  charges  itself  as  it  roUs 
up  the  storm. 

In  October  1848,  as  I  find  by  my  diary, 
I  witnessed  a  fine  instance  of  a  nocturnal 
brickfitlder.  Awakened  by  the  roaring  of 
the  wind  I  arose  and  looked  out.  It  was 
bright  moonlight,  or  it  would  have  been 
bright  but  for  the  douds  of  dust,  whidi, 
impelled  by  a  perfect  htirricane,  curled  up 
from  the  earth  and  absolutely  muflled  the 
fisur  face  of  the  planet  Pulverised  sped- 
mens  of  every  kind  and  colour  of  soil  within 
two  miles  of  Sydney,  flew  past  the  house 
high  over  the  chimney  tops  in  lurid  whirl- 
winds,  now  white,  now  red.  It  had  all  the 
appearance  of  an  American  prairie  fire, 
barring  the  fire.  .  .  . 

One  of  the  greatest  miseries  of  the 
"  southerly  burster  "  is  that  (welcome  to  all 
animated  nature  as  Ire  its  cooling  airs)  its 
first  symptoms  are  the  signal  for  a  general 
rush  of  housemaids  to  shut  hermetically 
every  aperture  of  the  dwelling.  The  ther- 
mometer  in  the  drawing-room  and  one's 
own  mdting  mood  announce  some  86* 
of  heat,  while  the  gale  driving  so  refresh- 
ingly past  your  windows  is  probably  30* 
lower;  but  if  you  have  any  regard  for 
sight  and  respiration,  for  carpets,  chintx, 
books,  and  other  furniture,  you  must  re- 
ligiously shut  up  shop  until  the  chartered 
libertine,  having  scavengered  the  streets  of 
every  particle  of  dust,  has  moderated  its 
wrath.  Even  then,  however  well  fitted 
may  be  the  doors  and  windows,  the  volatile 
atoms  will  find  their  way  everywhere,  to 
the  utter  disturbance  of  houkehold  and 
personal  comfort. — Lieut.-Col,  Mundmy: 
Our  AntipMUt, 

The  climate  of  Queensland  is  very  hot. 
In  summer  the  heat  is  Indian ;  and  it  is  a 
moist,  that  b  to  say,  an  exhausting  heat, 
whereas  the  summer  temperature  in  other 
parts  of  Australia  b  comparatively  dry; 
drier  in  South  Australia  and  Victoria  than 
in  New  South  Wales,  but  when  brick' 
Jitldtrt  or  dust  storms  are  not  blowiog, 
endurable.— Z>M(r  TeUgrm/JL 


I  So 


Brich — Briefs. 


Brick  in  the  hat  (common),  intoxi- 
cated, top-heavy.  The  deriva- 
tion is  obvious. 

Bricklayer's  clerk  (nautical),  a 
contemptnous  expression  for 
lubberly  people  pretending  to 
having  seen  better  days,  but 
who  were  forced  to  betake  them- 
selves to  sea  life. 

Bridge  (card-sharpers),  a  cheating 
trick  at  ciurds,  by  which  any 
particular  card  is  cut  by  pre- 
viously curving  it.  French  card- 
sharpers  term  it  *'  faire  le  pent.*' 

I've  found  out  the  way  that  Ya&kee 
fellow  does  the  king.  It's  not  the  common 
bridge  that  everybody  knows. — CharUt 
Lever:  Davenport  Dunn, 

To  hridye  a  person  or  throw 
him  over  the  hridgff  is,  in  a  gene- 
ral sense,  to  deceive  him  by  be- 
traying the  confidence  he  has  re- 
posed in  you.  In  the  game  the 
confederates  so  play  into  each 
other's  hands  that  the  victim 
must  inevitably  be  "thrown 
over  the  bridge.** 

Bridle'-cuU  (old  cant),  a  highway- 
man. 

A  booty  of  jCio  looks  as  great  in  the  eye 
of  a  hidle-cull^  and  gives  as  much  real 
happiness  to  his  fancy,  as  that  of  as  many 
thousands  to  the  statesman. — FUldimg: 
Jonathan  Wild. 

Brief  (prison),  a  note  or  letter. 

"Just  look  what  I've  had  sent  me. 
An  order  to  go  over  the  Bank  of  £ng- 
land."  .  .  . 

**  Can't  you  alter  the  briefs  to  admit 
three?" 

"  Oh  lor,  no ;  wouldn't  try  it  on  ;  might 
queer  the  pitch  before  starting." — Bird  o' 
Freedom, 


Brief  is  a  survival  of  aa  old 
English  term  of  common  ecclesi- 
astical use  in  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries.  In 
French  hreft  both  from  the 
Latin  6fevu»  See  rubric  in  the 
Prayer-book.  Here  brief b^  cita- 
tions, and  excommunications 
are  to  be  read.  Briefi  were 
circular  letters  issued  by 
authority  asking  for  charitable 
collections  in  all  churches. 

(Thieves),  a  ticket,  pocket- 
book,  pawnbroker's  duplicate. 

So  I  claimed  (stole)  them,  ...  and 
guyed  (ran)  to  the  rattler  frailwayX  an^ 
took  a  brie/ to  London  Bridge.— ^^v./. 
Hortley:  Jottings  from  Jail. 

"  Take  it  from  me,**  exclaimed  the  gen- 
tleman with  the  pink  may  twined  roond 
his  hat,  as  he  gracefully  reclined  oo  the 
seat  of  a  third-class  carriage  in  the  AsooC 
"  special,"  and  leisurely  sucked  a  piece  of 
fried  fbh,  "these  'ere  six  and  sixpeooj 
*  rattlers '  may  be  all  right  in  their  waj, 
but  give  me  a  thirty-two-blow  weelijr 
brief  I  They  goes  at  twice  the  bbomia' 
speed,  an'  you  meets  a  different  dais  o' 
company !  "^Bird  o  Freedom . 

I  have  snatched  at  briefs^  the  property  of 
others, 
But  the  punishment  was  too  much  to 
sustain. 
Oh  send  your  boy  a  pound,  thou  betf  of 
mothers ; 
I'll  refund  it  when  the  Gee-gees  na 
agaih. 
—IVken  the  Gee-gtet  Run  Agua. 

Briefs  (cardsharpers),  cards  oon* 
structed  on  a  cheating  prin- 
ciple. Like  the  Grerman  Btin^ 
which  Baron  Heinecken  says 
was  the  name  given  to  the  caidi 
manufactured  at  Ulm.  Bn^ 
is  also  the  synonym  for  a  card 
in  German  slang,  and  6rK^ 
means  to  play  at  cards. 


Brief  snatchers — Brismelah. 
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Brief  Sluitchen  (thieves),  pick- 
pockets who  devote  their  atten- 
tioos  to  pocket-books  on  race 
courses. 

Brigh  (thieves),  pocket.  Probably 
from  breeches,  but  closer  in  form 
to  the  Gaelic  brigia,  whence  the 
French  hraies,  breeches,  and 
hrayette  or  hragueUe,  flap  of 
breeches,  which  formed  a  con- 
venient receptacle  for  small 
articles  when  pockets  had  not 
superseded  the  pouch. 

Bri^t  (freemasons),  an  adjective 
appli^  to  well-instructed  ma- 
sons. 

Bris^ht  in  the  eye  (popular),  a 
mild  state  of  intoxication. 

Brim  (old  cant),  a  woman ;  (com- 
mon), a  violent  and  irascible 
woman.  Brimy  a  very  old  Eng- 
lish word  for  angry  or  enraged, 
is  supposed  to  be  from  the  raging 
or  roar  of  the  sea.  Anglo-Saxon 
brim,  surf,  surge  on  the  shore. 

She  xaved,  she  abused  me,  and  splenetic 


She's  a  vixen,  she's  a  MtMt  sounds !  she's 
all  that  u  bad. 

— IVkim  of  the  Day^  1799. 

Brimstone  (old  cant),  an  aban- 
doned rogue,  or  prostitute; 
(common),  a  violent,  irascible 
woman. 

The  brimstone  swore  I  beat  her  husband, 
and  so  I  paid  for  meddling,— -/^'m/^m  .- 
CktyMmL 

Confimnd  the  woman  .  .  .  was  there 
crer  such  an  aggniTatinc  Mms(om4t'—J. 
C»t»Mwmod:  AbmMt  Lett. 


Bringing  down  the  house  (thea- 
trical and  journalistic),  eliciting 
thunders  of  applause. 

Bring  on  your  bears  1  (American), 
a  common  form  of  challenge. 
It  is  said  that  a  small  boy  in  the 
Far  West,  who  lived  in  a  place 
where  bear-killing  was  a  favour- 
ite amusement,  was  very  much 
struck  at  hearing  for  the  first 
time  the  story  of  Elisha  read 
from  the  Bibla  The  next  day, 
while  in  his  log-cabin  home,  he 
saw  approaching  an  old  man  on 
whose  pate  not  a  hair  could  be 
seen.  He  hastily  took  down  his 
father's  rifle  and  loaded  it, 
sharpened  the  family  bowie- 
knife,  and  roared  at  the  ancient 
passer-by,  "Go  up,  thou  Bald- 
head  I "  Then  looking  defiantly 
up  to  heaven  he  cried,  "  Now, 
bring  on  your  bean/"  The 
Chiectgo  Tribune  (September  13, 
1886)  heads  a  defiant  article  to 
England  with  this  exclamation. 

Briny  (popular),  the  sea.  French 
slang,  "la  grande  salde." 

He  delights  in  collaring  a  greenhorn, 
and  after  pouring  into  his  willing  ears  tales 
of  unutterable  vroe  and  adventures  under- 
gone on  the  briny  .  .  . — H.  £vatu :  Tht 
Brighton  Beach  Loaftr. 

Brisket-beater  (popular),  a  Roman 
Catholic  (Hotten). 

Brismelah  (Anglo- Yiddish),  the 
ceremony  of  circumcision.  Bt" 
ris,  a  covenant;  berU  hamUohf 
the  covenant  of  circumcision. 

The  practice,  however,  of  putting  round 
the  hat  at  brismelahs  has  fallen  off  consi« 
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derably.  At  one  'place  I  knows  of,  vken 
they  haves  a  annual  baby  every  Porim, 
the  family  Mohel  had  become  sudi  a  nui- 
sance with  his  begging  that  at  the  last 
hrismeUtk  they  couldn't  get  enough 
Yidden  for  mezooman,  let  alone  minyan, 
and  if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  potman  calling 
from  the  Cot  and  Trumpet  they'd  never 
a  been  able  to  bring  the  brUmelmh  off  at 
v^.—Sportmg  Timts. 

Bristol  milk  (old),  sherry.  Bristol 
was  the  chief  port  at  which  ves- 
sels from  Spain  carrying  cargoes 
of  this  wine  used  to  arriTO — 
hence  the  name. 

Broach  the  daret,  to  (pagilistic). 

Twas  not  till  the  tenth  round  his  clartt 

was  broach' df 
But  a  pelt  in  the  smeller,  too  pretty 

to  shun, 
If  the  lad  even  could  set  it  going  like 

fun. 
—Tom  CrihVs  Memorial  to  Congress, 

Broad  and  shallow  (popular),  an 
epithet  applied  to  the  so-called 
'*  Broad  Church,"  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  *'High"  and 
"  Low  "  Churches  (Hotten). 

Broad  bottom.  Explained  by 
quotation. 

A  coalition  Government  in  the  last 
century  was  known  by  the  apt  nickname 
of  the  Broad  Bottom,  Walpole,  writing 
Mann  in  1741,  says :  "  The  Tories  declare 
against  any  further  prosecution — if  Tories 
there  are,  for  now  one  hears  of  nothing 
but  the  Broad  Bottom ;  it  is  the  reigning 
cant  word,  and  means  the  taking  all  parties 
and  people  indifferently  into  the  Ministry." 
— Comhill  Magasine. 

Broad  brim  (common),  originally 
a  Quaker,  thus  called  from 
the  peculiar  hat  worn  by  the 
"  friends."  Now  used  in  refer- 
ence to  quiet,  sedate  men. 


A  vetcnus  omi'Mpopdeptt  wl^ . 

"The  Druid  "  withmanyof  hfapatagnpht, 
writes  ns  that  Mr.  W.,  the  breeder  of  Fur 
Alice,  did  not  Maud  aloiiK  at  mm  InHginrdi 
and  that  Mr.  K.,  the  owner  of  FriKSDa 
Tomboy,  was  alio  a  irpmdMsm.—S^t  tfm 
Times. 

Broad  cooper  (brewers),  a  pewoe 
employed  by  brewers  to  nego- 
tiate with  publicans  (Hottfln)L 

Broad  fakins^  (card-shsipan), 
playing  at  cards,  or  doing  the 
three-cazd  triok  on  race-ooanei, 
&c. 

Broads  (popular  and  thlsfes), 
cards. 

"Yes,  he  was  a  red  hot  'on,**  qooA  the 
Horticoltarist,  "and  at  tha  firm^i  h» f 
unrivalled.  But  he  played  it  too  tUdc  at 
Brighton  that  wtc\i"S/ortii^  Tima. 

He  then  took  another  business  at  Wal' 
worth,  and  got  on  well  while  he  focsvoK 
the  *'  infernal  breads,**  as  he  called  diok 
—J.  Grwemoood:  Tag^  Rag^  A'  Co, 

Broadsman  (thieret),  a  wi- 
sharper. 

Broady  (tailors),  among  Sart  Bud 
tailors  broadcloth  is  so  6iDe^ 
Also  a  general  term  for  olotk. 

Gentlemen  finding  their  own  irpoJjy  ca 
be  accommodated.—/!  Sla^  AdstfU^ 
ment, 

**  Broody  workers  are  bnb 
who  go  round  selling  vfle  sboddy 
stuff  under  the  pretence  tfasktt 
is  excellent  materiali  which  hM 
been  got '  on  the  cross,'  that  ^ 
'stolen*  "(Hotten). 

(Thieves),  hrrmdy,  aqytUBg 
worth  stealing. 


Brock —  Broomsticks. 
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to  (Winchester),  to  bully. 
LIterallj,  to  badger.  From 
brock,  a  badger. 

• 

Brockster  (Winchester),  a  bnlly. 

Brogmn  (American),  coarse,  strong 
shoes.  From  broffuet,  coarse 
shoes,  which,  according  to  Ken- 
nett,  are  shoes  made  of  rough 
hide  used  by  the  wild  Irish. 
Irish  hrog,  a  shoe. 

Broiled  crow,  to  eat  (Ameri. 
can).  A  newspaper  editor  who 
is  obliged  by  his  party,  or  other 
oatside  influences,  to  adyocate 
principles  different  from  those 
which  he  supported  a  short 
time  before,  is  said  to  ecU  hroUed 
erow,  more  conmionly  "to  eat 
crow.** 


(common),  hard-np^   re- 
daood  to  one's  last  son. 


a  joang  picmger,  who  smartly 
Softpped  np  the  b^  books  about  Martlcy ; 
Then  came  thitjimtca, 
And  Ben  cried  *'  Carrasco ! 
I'm  bested,  hvit,  bnsted— or  partly  1 " 

— BirJ  <f  Freedom, 

Brake  her  leg:  (American),  said 
of  aa  unmarried  woman  who 
has  had  a  child.  In  French 
theatrical  slang,  a  lady  who  is 
tneeinU  "  ar  mal  au  genou,'*  the 
result  of  %fttux'-pa$. 


When  a  corporal  at  the 
&  H.  Academy  is  reduced  for 
•onie  irregularity  or  misconduct 
he  is  said  to  be  6itMbni. 


(popular),  a  woman 
who  has  made  a  ilip,  or  been 


seduced,  is  said  to  have  broken 
hnee$.  The  Grermans  say  she 
has  "  lost  a  shoe.'*  The  analogy 
existing  in  each  language  be- 
tween the  phrase  and  the  lan- 
guage of  the  stable  is  curious. 

Brolly  (Winchester),  a  corruption 
of  umbrella.  The  term  is  used 
also  at  the  universities. 

I  saw  great  Goshen  stamping  on  the  pave, 
I  saw  that  famous  man  hb  hvlfy  wave ; 
I  heard  a  naughty  word,  and  I  am  free 
To  own  that  that  same  word  began  with  D. 

'-'Funny  Folks, 

Broncho  (American),  wild  or 
savage,  unruly.  A  Western  term 
derived  from  the  broncho  or  mus- 
tang, an  unruly  brute. 

"Ohl  Idon't  know.  HeM  been  sing* 
ing  the  music  to  'em"  (^itating  them). 
*'  Sam's  too  broncho.^'  —  F,  Fra$tcis : 
Saddle  and  Mocassin, 

Broom  it,  to  (old  slang),  to  run 
away. 

Broomstick  (common),  to  be  mar- 
ried "  over  the  broomMtiek^'  to 
live  as  man  and  wife  without 
being  married. 

Young  ladies  had  fain  single  women  re* 

main, 
And  unwedded  dames  to  the  last  crack  of 

doom  stick, 
Ere  marry  by  taking  a  jump  o'er  a  hroom- 

stick, 

— Jngoldshy  Legends. 

An  allusion  to  a  marriage 
ceremony  performed  by  both 
parties  jumping  over  a  broom- 
stick. 

Broomsticks  (thieves),  insolvent 
bail.  Called  also  "  queer-bail,'* 
'*  straw  bail,"  "Jew  bail,"  4c. 
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**  Queer-bail  are  persons  of  no 
repute,  hired  to  bail  a  prisoner 
in  anj  bailable  case.  These  men 
are  to  be  had  in  London  for 
a  trifling  sum,  and  are  called 
broonutieki  "  (Vauz's  Glossaiy). 

Brosh  (American),  brittle.  Dutch, 
br6s,  frail,  brittle.  A  New  York 
word. 

Brother-chip  (popular),  originally 
fellow-carpenter.  Almost  gene- 
ral now  as  brother  tradesman  of 
any  kind. 


Brother  smut  (popular),  used  in 
the  phrase  "ditto  hrother  tmtU,** 
equivalent  to  tu  quoque.  Some- 
times **  ditto  smut  **  when  ad- 
dressed to  a  woman. 

Brother  starling^  (old  slang). 
"  He*8  a  broths  starling  of 
mine,"  ue.  he  cohabits  with  the 
same  mistcess  and  shares  her 
favours. 

Brown  (popular),  halfpenny. 

My  father  he  is  on  the  seas,  my  mother's 

dead  and  gone, 
And  I  am  here,  on  this  here  pier,  to  roam 

the  world  alont ; 
1  have  not  had,  this  live>long  day,  one 

drop  to  cheer  my  heart, 
Nor  brown  to  buy  a  bit  of  bread  with,  let 

alone  a  tart. 

— Ingoldsby  Legends. 

How  much  ha'  we  took  to-day,  JimT 

Why,  not  a  single  6rtntm, 
And  our  show  was  one  o'  the  best 
Once,  and  we  rode  from  town  to  town. 
— George  R.  Sints :  BcUiads  of 
Babylon. 

I  took  Parr's  pills,  which  brought  on 
premature  old  age ;  and  here  I  am,  as  you 
sees,  a  wicktem  to  misfortune.     My  heart 


is  bnsdng  for  a  baiter,  my  nag  b  far  « 
mag.  So  throw  down  yoar  hrtmm^  Idad- 
hearted  Christians,  and  be  done  hrwmm 
and  "  no  mistake."— 27iyMMir .*  Lmaighmd 
Ltmrm* 

(Common),  to  "  do  it  frrovn," 
to  do  well  or  completely. 

What  with  ''cabbys**  and  with  "wira," 
When  anything  transiHres 

To  send  the  market  eitlier  up  or  down, 
In  aSrated  *'  Breads," 
Or  "  Shores,"  or  "  Yanks,"  or  "  Reds." 

In  slang  we  really  do  it  rather  hremm, 
— Aikin:  If^MseScr^ 

(Popular),  to  brown,  to  under- 
stand. 

**  I  can  6r»wn  almost  any  poetry,**  tui 
George,  "but  not  Brvwrning,"— Niewi- 
paper  Story, 

And  when  they  ask  me  if  I  hmm  sodi 
language,  I  ne'er  hear  or  read  as  to  hrwmit 
ingi  I'm  done  kroton  instead.  —  7*.  K. 
Symns  :  The  Age  of  Betting. 

Browns  and  whistlers  (thievefl), 
explained  by  quotation.  ^^Bromn 
and  WhUtlerg  are  bad  halfpenoe 
and  farthings  (it  is  a  term  used 
by  coiners  ")  (Yauz's  Glossary). 

Brown  Bess  (common),  the  old 
Government  regulation  musket 
Soldiers  of  all  nations  are  fond 
of  giving  names  of  persons  to 
their  weapons.  The  French 
troopers  sometimes  call  th^ 
sword  "Jacqueline,**  and  mort 
of  the  siege  guns  during  the 
siege  of  Paris  in  1870  had  been 
nicknamed  in  the  same  manner 
by  the  sailors  who  manned  tiie 
forts,  their  favourite  being  i 
very  large  g^n  called  "Jose- 
phine," *'  To  hug  brown  Bm,"* 
to  serve  as  a  private  soldier. 
(Rhyming  slang),  yes. 


Brown  Bessie — Brum. 
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ne,  an  old  word  for  a 
of  easy  or  uneasj  virtue. 

roffcred  amd  easie  to  come  by 
Mmsdves  in  reputation  and 
m  full  of  pangs  and  dotage  is  a 
«r,  for  it  may  bee  some  brawn 
v^9  Pofydcrvm^  163Z. 

f  Uads  Bess "  was  a  very 
:  scandalous  ballad  a  cen- 
o. 

liD  (old),  the  old  weapon 
English  infantry. 

feorge  (nautical),  a  hard 
me  biscuit. 

(whalers),  the  polar  bear. 

aaet  (nautical),  a  knap- 

oe  (rhyming  slang),  no. 

mpertatn  (popular),  ex- 
.  by  quotation. 

ttle  nick  (a  gambling-house)  is 
II  only  brwm  /a/ertmn,  low 
ilaying  for  pence,  and  a  shil- 
great  go. — Mayhtw :  London 
I  tkg  Londcm  Poor. 

xme  (American),  beer. 

alk  (common),  conver- 
ii  an  exceedingly  proper 
>er. 

rplnis,  brown  titus,  and 
rioa  brown  creeturs,  an 

\  at  the  pronunciation  of 
itis,  or  the  names  fre- 
g^yen  by  the  lower 
to  that  common  disease, 
misnomers  are  some- 
io0t  amusing,  as,  for  in- 


stance, a  poor  woman  had  been 
told  she  had  myxadtvna,  and 
informed  a  second  medical  man 
that  her  first  doctor  had  said 
that  she  had  got  Nicodemus; 
but,  she  added,  he  oould  not 
cure  it. 

Browny  (thieves),  a  penny. 

Dols.  is  Srowm'et,  as  we  call  'em  some- 
times, that's  peace.  —  I/amiiton  AuU : 
Morals  and  Mytttrus, 

Browse,  to,  to  enjoy  oneself,  to 
idle  about,  to  loll  in  the  sun. 
French  fairt  son  lizard.  The 
expression  is  much  used  by 
gentlemen  cadets  of  the  Royal 
Military  Academy.  In  the 
United  States,  to  cat  here  and 
there,  now  and  then,  an  ex- 
pression of  Abraham  Lincoln's. 

Bruiser  (prison),  the  bully  who 
is  a  hanger-on  of  prostitutes. 

Hie  bruiser  is  the  nearest  approach 
to  Dickens'  hero,  Bill  Syket.  —  Michael 
Davitt :  Leaves  from  a  Prison  Diary. 

(Common),  a  pugilist.  (Pugilis- 
tic), a  prize-fighter.  (Popular), 
one  fond  of  fighting. 

C,  who  is  known  in  the  neighbourhood 
as  a  "great  bruiser"  pleaded  that  he 
made  a  mistake,  and  thought  Conway  was 
molesting  the  woman,  who  he  also  mbtook 
for  his  ^ife.  He  goes  to  jail  for  six  weeks. 
— Echo. 

Brum  (Winchester),  stingy,  mean. 
Probably  an  abbreviation  of 
Brummagem.  (Popular  and 
thieves),  a  counterfeit  coin. 
Also  Birmingham. 

We  have  just  touched  for  a  rattling  stake 
of  sugar  (large  stake  of  m<M)ey)  at  Brmn. 
—Comhill  Magemne. 
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Bmmbj  ( Anstialian),  a  wild  hone. 

Bnimmagem  (common),  Birming- 
ham, Implied  to  anything  vulgar 
or  counterfeit. 

Those  may  be  Brumnmmgem  or  Man- 
chester manners,  but  they  won't  go  down 
here.— ^Am^  Brought^ :  Cometh  mp  m$ 
a  Flower, 

Never  let  yourself  be  deceived  by  Brmm- 
magem  and  paste.— -^w  Thackeray :  Old 
Kensington, 

He  whipped  out  his  Brwmmagem  blade  so 
keen, 
And  he  made  three  slits  in  the  bnfialo's 

hide, 
And  all  its  cmitenti,  throogfa  the  rents  and 

the  vents. 
Come  tumbling  out,— and  away  they  all 
hiedl 

— IngoUMy  Legends, 

Brummagem  was  originally 
spelled  BromiAgham,  and  its 
fii;gt  connection  with  anything 
spnrions  or  sham  came  from  the 
so-called  Bromidgham  groat,  a 
counterfeit  fourpenny  piece. 
It  was  subsequently  applied  to 
a  person  who  was  neither  Whig 
nor  Tory  (Halliwell). 

Bmmmagem  bnttons  (popular), 
counterfeit  coin. 

Want  change  for  a  fiver — ^bad  silver, 
Brummagem  huttonst  won't  dx>,—Dkhems  : 
Pichwich  Papers, 

Brums  (Stock  Exchange),  London 
and  North  Western  Railway 
stock. 

We  kneel  at  the  feet  of  our  "  Nancys," 
We    load    them   with    "cottons"  and 
"tapes," 
If  an3rthing  tickles  our  fancy. 
We  buy  them  Brums,   "Calcys,"  or 
"Apes." 

—A thin:  Houu Scraps. 


(Fopolar),  the  IwhaWtyito  oi 
Birmingham.  From  "  Bnumaa- 
gem." 

The  Brums  nnut  rtaUy  look  to  d» 
morals  of  thdr  town  a  little 
Modem,  Society, 


Joe  Capp  b  the  most  wtaaStitj 
man  who  goes  racing.  He  wears  a  kNig, 
cool-looking  alpaca  snitont ;  but  it  was 
rough  on  Joe,  afto-  loeing  fourteen  thick 
'uns  at  Four  Oaks,  when  a  Brum,  whoa 
he  elbowed  out  of  the  way.  remarked— 

"Don't  think  you're  heverybody  be- 
cause yoa  make  yoor  coat  hoot  o'  the  pan 
bloomink  slavey's  Sunday  skiit.''— >2»)^irtf* 
ing  Times. 

Bmnfif  (American),  bxonghi    A 
writer     on     Americanisms    it 
slightly  mistaken  in  nyfaig  tkat 
white  men  use  it  as  a  "tsij 
mild  joke."    It  is  very  often  s 
stinging  insult,  and  the  writar 
has  seen  a  man  in  Boston  to; 
angry  because  he  was  asked  in 
jest,   "Where  were  you  hnmf 
up  ?  '*     The  insult  was  in  the 
intimation  that  the  man  wai 
familiar  with  or  in  the  hahit 
of  using  such  an  exjoession. 

Brush  (popular),  a  house-paioter. 

Brush,  to  have  a  (old),  to  have 
sexual  intercourse,  when  tijigMi 
to  women ;  also  to  run  away. 

Brusher  (old  slang),  a  hnnper. 
*'To  drink  a  imsJUr**  wis  ts 
drinkfromafullglassL  (Seboob]^ 
an  abbreviation  of  "bo* 
brusher"  a  schoolmaster. 

Brush  np,  to  (American),  to  hm- 
bug  or  flatter,  to  unootii, 
conciliate.    Bnudiing  up  a  M 


Brydpori  clagger — Buck. 
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pgancjpg/'    flattering     (New 
Tork  Slang  Dictionary). 

BfTdport  dagger  (old),  explained 
by  q[aotation. 

SCaVd  with  a  Brydpori  dmggtr^  that  \% 
hng'd  or  eatecnted  at  the  gallowta;  the 
b«t,  if  aot  the  most,  hemp  (for  the  quantity 
of  gRMmd)  growing  about  Brydport — 
Fmiitr:  Dorset  IVortkUs, 

Bnl^  babby  (Amerioan),  a  tenn 
very  oommonly  applied  to  a 
little  boy.  It  came  from 
FeimsylTania,  where  it  was 
derived  from  the  German  lube, 
which  is  commonly  abbreviated 
to  hub. 

" '  Bitb*  he  said  to  a  little  shaver  coming 
oat  of  the  savings-bank  with  a  book  in  his 
ImumU  ' are  you  saving  money? ' 

"« Yes,  sir." 

"  *  How  modi  have  yon  got  in  the  bank  ?  * 

'* '  Ei^t  cents,  sir.  I  did  have  thirteen, 
hot  father  got  in  straitened  financial  cir- 
and  I  had  to  draw  five.'/' 


Bob  (thieves),  strong  malt  llqnor ; 
generally  drink. 

Ay,  imi  and  grubby,  I  say. 
Lots  of  gatter,  quo'  she,  are  flowing. 
^W.  Maghm :  Vidocq's  Slaft£  Saui. 

Alao  a  brother. 

Bobber  (American),  applied  to 
any  woman  (old  or  yonng)  with 
folly  weU-ronnded  breasts,  or 
ftuMtet,  whence  the  term. 

BnbblA-baff  (old),  a  bailiff. 

BsbUqr  jock  (popular),  a  turkey ; 
a  stupid,  boasting  person. 


ti 


»t 


),hot80Qp. 

]Rroperly,  hMU  imd  ipteak  is  a 
dish  compoeed  of  pieces  of  cold 


boiled  meat  and  greens,  after- 
wards fried,  which  have  thus 
first  bubbled  in  the  pot,  and 
then  hissed  or  sqneaked  in  the 
pan. 

Bnbs,  babbies  (common),  a 
woman's  breasts.  From  bvb, 
drink. 

Back.  This  almost  obsolete  word, 
for  what  the  French  called  a 
petU-mattre,  and  more  recently 
daim  (literally  iuek),  has  been 
gradually  snperseded  by  "  blood," 
••dandy,"  **maccaroni,"  ''swell, 
"Bond  Street  lonnger,"  "ex 
qnisite,"  "dude,"  and  "masher. 

(American,  cards),  a  device 
for  securing  a  good  ante  at 
poker  or  brag.  The  player 
whose  turn  it  is  to  ante,  instead 
of  putting  up  money,  puts  up  a 
knife,  key,  or  any  small  article, 
B&jvngt  * '  I  ante  a  buck  worth  $5," 
or  whatever  sum  he  chooses  to 
name.  If  he  has  not  won  it 
back  himself  when  he  retires,  he 
must  redeem  it  from  the  pos- 
sessor at  the  price  named.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  buck  is  that 
whoever  holds  it  must  ante  it 
when  it  comes  to  his  turn. 
Whenever  it  is  desired  to  bring 
the  game  to  a  close,  a  good 
finish  is  secured  by  agreeing 
to  "  chase  the  buck  home,"  i.e., 
whoever  wins  it  has  the  next 
deal,  and  consequently  antes 
it.  The  game  stops  as  soon  as 
the  buck  has  been  won  back 
by  the  player  who  originally 
started  it. 

(Gabdriven),  a  sham  "  fare  " 
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in  a  cab.  A  buck  is  a  man*  who 
rides  in  a  cab  ostensibly  as  a 
legitimate  fare,  to  enable  the 
cabman  to  proceed  to  some  des- 
tination to  which  he  is  not 
allowed  to  take  an  empty  cab. 
Many  of  the  semi -private 
thoroughfares  of  London  are 
closed  to  empty  cabs. 

Mr.  — ,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Cab 
Proprietors'  Protection  Association,  said 
it  often  occurred  that  the  men  who  were 
so  conveyed  were  htcis — ^men  who  rode  in 
a  cab  ostensibly  as  legitimate  fares.  la 
reality  they  acted  in  collusion  with  the 
driver  to  e^tde  the  police  regulations,  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  theatres. — Standard. 

(Popular),  a  sixpence.  The 
word  is  rarely  used  by  itself, 
but  as  in  the  phrase,  "  two  and 
a  fcMcife."  More  frequently  "  two 
and  a  kick."  Possibly  from  the 
gypsy  hak  (pronounced  buck), 
luck,  as  it  is  always  asked  for 
for  luck. 

(Old  slang),  to  "run  a  6tw*," 
to  poll  a  bad  vote  at  an  election. 
This  phrase  is  of  Irish  origin. 

(American),  to  &t«dk  is  to  butt 
against,  to  oppose. 

Yer  oughtcr  be  ershamed  o'  yerse'f  ter 
porsecute  'ligion  in  dis  way.  W'y  how  de 
work  o'  de  Lawd  gwine  ter  prosper  when 
de  white  folks  backs  ergin  it  dis  way  ?  I'se 
sorry  fur  yer,  fur  old  Satan  got  hb  eye  on 
yer,  sho. — Arkansaw  TraveiUr. 

To  rear  up,  to  jump  like  a 
hucky  to  jump  -and  *'  cavort." 
Applied  to  a  peculiar  leaping  of 
Western  horses.  Dutch,  hoken 
maken^  to  cut  capers;  hok' 
slavatt,  leap-frog. 

The  term  is  used  also  in  South 
Africa  and  Australia. 


I  dont  think  tlut  we  haw  a  bent 
About  the  plJKe  that  imekt  the 
— Z>.  B.  W.  SUuUh  :  A  6 
Ckristmuu, 

(Banking),  "to  budt  an  ao- 
coont"  is  to  make  an  accoimt 
balance  without  carrying  it  wA 
properly,  i.e.,  to  cook  the  ao* 
counts. 

(Califomian),  in  the  Califor* 
nian  vernacular  this  sigmfieB  to 
play  against  the  bank,  as,  t$^ 
in  faro,  that  is,  to  sweep  the 
tables,  or  dean  out  or  gnt  the 
croupier. 

I  don't  like  your  looks  at  all,  I'd  hek 
against  any  bank  yon  ran  all  mf^— 
Bret  Hartt :  GabrUl  Cemroy, 

(Winchester  College),  "to 
huck  down"  is  to  be  unhapi7> 
whilst  to  "6«db  up"  is  to  |b 
glad. 

(Anglo-Indian),  to  talk  egotis- 
tically, to  prate  and  chatter,  to 
let  one's  tongpionin  loose.  From 
the  Hindu  hahna. 

And  then  he  bucks^  with  a  quiet  stub- 
bom  determination  that  would  fill  ao 
American  editor  or  an  Under  SecretaiT  ^ 
State  with  despair.  He  belongs  to  the 
twelve  foot  tiger  school,  so  perhaps  he 
can't  help  it. — AH  Baba, 

Buck-bail  (thieves),  bail  given bj* 
sharper  for  one  of  his  own  gang* 

Buck  fitch  (old),  an  old  man  of 
abandoned  habits,  an  old  n^ 
A  "  buck  face,"  an  injured  Im- 
band,  alluding  to  the  botna 

Buck   or  fight    the    tiger,  to 

(American),  to  gamble.  Dexired 
from  the  parti-coloured  divisom 
or  stripes  on  a  gambling  taUe. 


Buckeen — Buckhorse. 
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This  little  oil  town,  on  the  line  of  the 
Okm,  Bradford,  and  Warren  Railroad, 
and  partly  in  Pennsylvania  and  partly  in 
New  York,  is  the  greatest  poker-playing 
place  in  the  entire  northern  oilfield.  It 
is  a  town  in  which  all  the  residents 
**htck  the  festive  Hgtr.**—Chka^a  Tri- 


(IriBh),  a  bully,  an  in- 
ferior sort  of  sqoire. 

There  were  several  squireens  or  little 
squires,  a  race  of  men  who  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  buckteus  described  by 
Yonog  and  Cnunpe.— Jfur  Edgtwofih: 


Bucket  (Amerioan),  an  anonymous 
letter.  (Common),  to  "  give  the 
hueket"  to  dismiss,  to  dismiss 
from  one*s  employ. 


9e  were  sore  put  about  because  Hester 
had  gi'en  him  the  hucktt — Mrs.  Gasktll: 
Syhrids  Lovtrt. 

(Uniyersity),  to  Iwikti  is  to 
•eoop  the  water  instead  of  pull- 
ing the  oar  steadily  and  fairly 
through. 

(Popular),  to  hw^  a  person, 
to  deceive,  ruin  him.  To  kick 
the  &ttdbe<,  to  die. 

"Fine  him  a  pot,"  roared  one,  "fo*" 
taUung  about  kicking  the  bucktt^  He's  a 
nioe  young  man  to  keep  a  cove's  spirits 
vp^  and  talk  about  a  *  short  life  and  a 
ooe,'  ••— C.  iCingtUy :  Alton  Locke. 


'Dr,  Brewer  gives  the  follow- 
ing explanation :  ."  A  bucket  is 
a  pulley.  .  .  .  When  pigs  are 
killed  they  are  hung  by  their 
hind  legs  on  a  bucket  .  .  .  and 
ozen  are  hauled  up  by  a 
poll^.  ...  To  kick  the  bucket 


is  to  be  hung  on  the  bulk  or  bucket 
by  the  heels." 

Bucket  afloat  (rhyming  slang),  a 
coat. 

Bucket-shop  (American),  a  hueJcet 
has  in  America  several  mean- 
ings, all  indicating  underhand 
or  concealed  dealings.  The  term 
is  applied  to  low  groggeries,  and 
also  to  places  which  advertise 
as  below  cost  flashy  goods 
which  are  sold  at  a  large  profit. 
Low,  swindling,  gambling  places, 
or  lottery  offices,  also  bear  this 
name,  and  in  Chicago  it  appears 
from  the  following  extract  to  be 
borne  by  broker  establishments 
where  * 'comers'*  are  manipu- 
lated. 

The  latest  story  out  to  account  for  the 
recent  strength  in  the  wheat  market,  is  to 
the  effect  that  it  b  the  result  of  a  combined 
effort  to  "  burst  the  bucket-shops'* 

(Stock  Exchange),  the  office 
of  an  outside  broker  of  doubtful 
character. 

A  disreputable  gambling  case  which 
came  before  the  Divisional  Court  yesterday 
is  noteworthy  for  the  remarks  made  on 
"  the  vice  of  gambling  in  stocks  and  shares  " 
by  two  judges.  A  gambler  had  sued  a  firm 
of  bncktt-skop  keepers  for  profits  alleged 
to  have  been  made  on  "certain  transac- 
tions," and  the  latter  coolly  pleaded  the 
statute  against  wagering  and  gaming  in 
defence.— /'a//  Mall  Gazette. 

Bnckhara  (American),  a  California 
name  for  a  cattle  driver.  It  is 
the  Spanish  voqutro, 

Bnckhorse  (pugilistic).  **  A  smart 
blow  or  box  on  the  ear ;  derived 
from  the  name  of  the  celebrated 
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'bruiser'"  (John  Smith,  alias 
Buckhor$e,  fought  on  the  stage 
1732-46),  according  to  Hotten's 
Dictionary. 

Buckle,  to  (Scottish),  to  nuoxj, 
a  vulgarism  used  by  D'Urfey  in 
his  imitation  of  a  Scotch  song, 
popular  in  the  time  of  Charles 
IL,  "Within  a  mile  of  Edin- 
burgh Toun."  The  phrase  is 
stiU  current  in  England  among 
the  lower  classes,  among  whom 
to  be  "  buckled  *'  not  only  means 
to  be  married,  but  to  be  taken 
into  custody. 

Budde-beffgar  (old),  a  man  who 
officiated  as  a  clergyman  to  per- 
form the  marriage  ceremony  in 
the  Fleet  Prison ;  also  a  hedge- 
priest,  who  performs  the  cere- 
mony of  marriage  among  tramps 
and  gypsies. 

Buckled  (thieves),  imprisoned. 
French  slang,  boucU. 

Why,  I  was  buckled  because  I  got  drunk. 
It  was  a  pure  accident.  Had  I  followed 
my  usual  work  I  should  never  have  fallen. 
— Evtrung  News, 

Bnckler,  a  collar  (New  York  Slang 
Dictionary). 

Buckra  yam  (West  Indian).  As 
in  negro  eyes  *'  the  white  man," 
or  ftudbti,  is  the  synonym  of 
something  superior  and  beyond 
him  in  the  scale  of  being,  so 
the  word  has  come  to  mean 
anything  good.  Thus  buekra 
yam,  good  yam;  buckra  cloth, 
good  doth.  A*'swanga&ucAra" 


is  a  qteoially  weU-dnsid  wUtt 


Bocks  (West  Indian),  the  cogno- 
men of  the  aboriginal  inliabi- 
tants  of  British  Guiana— (hs 
South  American  Indiana. 

Bud  (American),  a  "society'' woid 
for  young  lady  debutantes,  or 
"come  oaten,'*  in  thoir  int 
season. 

There's  nothing  so  bcantifoltOBiwi 
beautiful  girL    I  doubt  if  any  omo  §m 
better  understand  or  be  more  truly  m  loff 
with  the  dear  perfectness  of  nature  this  I 
am.    O  girls,  de  appradate  giris.  At  af 
last  ball  the  kids  (yonths)  were  tcanv 
around  .   .   .   bat  even   the   shyest  mi 
greenest  of  htds  kno%rs   that    the  aii* 
miration  of  the  kid  isn't  worth  hmn^ 
it  is  so  easy  to  get  and  as  hard  to  ftt 
rid  of.—Madxt :  Letter  m  the  Nem  Yak 
W'orUU 

Bndg^e  (thieves),  a  thief;  espedaHj 
one  who  sneaks  into  a  shop 
and  is  locked  in,  thus  getting  ft 
chance  to  admit  an  acoomplioe. 
Formerly  a  pickpocket  fto- 
bably  from  bouget,  budge,  Uid^ 
a  sack,  pouch,  wallet.  A 
drink. 

Budge,  the  aneakifig  (old  slsag), 
robbing  private  houses  of  Ugii^ 
small  articles,  such  as  eoitii 
hats,  Ac. ;  now  called  "sws 
sneak  "  or  "  hall  sneak."  ""3*^9* 
clothes,'*  lambs*  fur  fonnelj 
used  for  trinmiing  the  robes  of 
Bachelors  of  Arts  (Halliwdl}. 
Standing  budge,  a  thief,  soont. 
or  spy. 

Bnds^  (thieves),  a  drunkazd 


Budgerow — Buffer, 
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Badgerow  (Anglo-Indian).  Hin- 
dn,  hujra,  A  heavy  keelless 
baige,  formerly  much  used  bj 
Europeans  travelling  on  the 
Chmgetic  rivers  (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

Hie  htjra  broad,  the  bhoiia  trim. 
Or  pinnace«  that  gallant  swim 
WUi  fiiTOtmiig  hreexe,  or  dull  or  slow, 
Agriiwl  tha  heady  current  go. 

— /r.  H,  lyUt^m  in  BtngtU  AnnttmL 

Bodginc^-ken  (thieves),  a  pnblic 
house,  the  "cove  of  the  hudg- 
ing'hm  "  being  the  landlord. 

Bndmash  (Anglo-Indian),  a  bad, 
worthless  fellow ;  asconndreL 

Gamhlm,  cut-throats,  bttdmasJus  of 
erory  description.  —  Bcttvortk  Smith  : 
14/^  qfL^rd  Lmmrenct, 

Bndsat  (Anglo-Indian),  from  the 
Ftosian  badzat,  evil  race.  A  low 
feUow,  a  '*bad  lot,"  a  black- 
guard. 

Why  the   Shaitan  (devil)   didn't   you 
before,  you   lazy  old   hudnartf — 
GioMuy:  The  Dtmk  Bmn- 


Buff  (tramps),  among  the  tramping 
fraternity  a  ht^'baU  is  a  dancing 
party,  characterised  by  the  in- 
decency of  those  who  attend  it, 
the  eottume  de  rigueur  being  that 
of  our  first  parents. 


The  moat  favourite  entertainment  at 
tlus  place  b  known  as  "  htJ^StU/,"  in 
%fak^  both  sexes — innocent  of  clothing — 
^adly  j<nn,  stimulated  with  raw  whisky 
Und  the  music  of  a  fiddle  and  a  tin  whistle. 
^m$mm  Cutmwfmni:  In  Sivtmif  Cmn- 


(Old  slang),  to  *' stand  fti^," 
to  bear  the  brunt,  to  pay  the 
piper;  also  "to  boast,*'  given 
as  a  very  old  word  by 
''Batman  nppon  Bartholome,*' 
1582. 

To  &ti/',  defined  by  Hotten  as 
simply  meaning  to  swear  to; 
bnt  the  following,  from  the  New 
York  Slang  Dictionary,  g^ves  the 
spirit  of  the  word  very  accn- 
rately:  "Buffing  it  home  is 
swearing  point-blank  to  any- 
thing, about  the  same  as  bluf- 
fing it,  making  a  bold  stand  on 
no  backing." 

Buffer  (common),  a  man,  a  fel- 
low. 

But  aged,  slow,  with  stiff  limbs,  totter- 
ing much, 

And  lungs  that  ladced  the  bellows- 
mender's  touch. 

Yet  sprightly  to  the  scratch  both  b^f'' 
/ers  came. 

—Tom  Cribd's  Memorial  to  Congrtu, 

111  merely  observe  as  the  water  grew 

rougher, 
The  more  my  poor  hero  .continued  to 

suffer, 
Till  the  Mtilors  themselves  cried  in 

pity,  Poor  buffer  1 

— Ingoldsby  Legends. 

Also  a  merry  companion  with  a 
spice  of  the  rogue  in  him,  the 
Falstaff  of  a  century  ago.  Buffer 
or  hvffard  is  a  provincialism  for 
a  foolish  fellow.  In  Dutch,  hoef 
or  hoeftr^  means,  according  to 
the  Groot  Wordenbock  der 
Engelscbe  en  Nederduytsche 
Jaalen  of  William  Sewell,  "a 
rogue,  knave,  or  wag,"  which  is 
identical  both  in  sound  and 
meaning  with  the  English  word 
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(Popular),  a  dog,  from  the 
old  cant  word  btrfe,  a  dog.  (Old 
cant),  a  smuggler,  a  rog^e,  a 
cheat;  also  a  dog.  Buffer^ 
nabber,  a  dog-stealer.  (Nau- 
tical), buffer,  a  navy  term  for  a 
boatswain's  mate,  one  of  whose 
duties  it  was  to  administer  the 
"cat.*'  From  the  obsolete 
English  to  huff,  to  strike.  It 
has  been  suggested,  however, 
that  buffer  is  of  Dutch  origin. 
Teirlinck  (Woordenbock  van 
Bargoensch)  gives  baf,  a  blow ; 
baffen,  to  strike  with  the  fist, 
adding  "Elanknabootsend  idiot- 
isme  van  dageUjksch  gebrink 
in  Vlanderen," 

Buffle-headed  (popular),  stupid 
and  stolid  as  a  buffalo  or  ass. 
Synonymous  with  "pig-headed," 
stupidly  obstinate^ 

You  know  nothing,  you  hufflt-htadtd^ 
stupid      creature.  —  WychtrUy  :     Plain 

Buffs  (common),  the  3rd  regiment 
of  foot  in  the  British  army. 
From  their  facings. 

Bufiy  (common),  intoxicated. 

Flexor  was  fine  and  hujjy  when  he  came 
home  last  night. — Shirley  Brooks:  The 
Gordian  Knot. 

Bug  (American  and  English 
thieves),  a  breast-pin;  bugger, 
a  pickpocket,  or  one  who  makes 
a  specialty  of  snatching  away 
breast-pins,  studs,  &c. ;  bug- 
hunter,  the  same. 


The  chips,  the  ikwneya,  chattyfeedcn, 
The  kugt,   the  boiugt,   and  vdMBM 


-CnthgTfmL 

ue,.  The  money,  the  riaiss,  apoooi, 

Breast^piiis,   puzves,   and  wtllflM 
pocket-booki. 

(American  and  older  Sogliih), 
bug.  Which  in  England  is  nov 
limited  to  the  Cimex,  politely 
termed  a  Norfolk  Howard,  is 
in  America  still  applied  to  iD 
varieties  of  the  CdUopUro^  and 
many  other  insects. 

"Oh,  Fred,  what's  that  ticking  ooiK? 
Do  you  think  it's  the  death  watch  maoun 
was  reading  ahout  before  she  put  as  10 
bed?*'  "Bessie,  don't  be  a  little  gooit 
It's  <M)ly  a  bng,  anyhow.  Maybe  it's  BOt 
even  a  ^«;f>— only  the  bcd-tickiag."— /'iUEi- 
del^hia  CalL 

(Old  slang),  to  hmg,  an  old 
phrase  in  use  at  one  time  among 
journeymen  hatters  to  signify 
the  substitution  of  good  mAterisI 
with  inferior  stuff.  Bailiffs  who 
accepted  money  to  delay  sernee 
of  writs  were  also  said  "toiiy 
the  writ." 

Bug  or  bug  over,  to  (thieres),  to 
deliver,  give  or  hxmd  over.  Vmx 
instances :  '*  He  hug^d  me  a 
quid,"  i.t.,  he  gave  meagniMs; 
*^bug  over  the  rag,"  ie.,  hand 
over  the  money. 

Bngaroch  (American  thieves), 
pretty  (New  York  Slang  Diction- 
ary). 

Bug  blinding  (army),  white-wish- 
ing, a  process  calculated  to 
destroy,  or  at  least  to  remove 
the  superficial  traces  of  vennin 
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tbat  are  a  perfect  pest  in 
the  more  antiquated  barracks, 
especially  in  warm  climates. 

Bns^g^ing^  (American),  taking 
money  from  a  thief  by  a  police- 
man. Thi^  indicates  the  ex- 
istence of  an  old  word  "  bug  " 
for  money  as  well  as  yaln- 
ables.  In  Dutch  slang,  hucht 
IS  money. 


(old  cant),  a  leather  bottle. 
It  now  signifies  a  gig  or  light 
chaise. 

Boff  Inmter  (thieres),  a  thief  who 
plunders  drunken  men. 


juice  (army),  ginger  ale. 
In  America  applied  to  very  bad 
whiskey. 

Buc^e  it,  to  (American  cadet),  to 
abstain  from  attending  class  and 
reciting  until  the  bugle  sounds 
fox  attention. 

Bni^  walk  (popular),  a  bed. 

Build,  to  (or  it)  (American),  said 
of  a  man  who  is  slow  to  move, 
or  of  an  affair  which  requires 
great  exertion.  It  is  taken  from 
a  boy's  trick  of  putting  a  coal 
under  a  tortoise  to  make  it  walk. 

"  I  have  a  letter  of  iDtroduction  to  Mr. 
Samocl  Slump/'  ssid  a  strange  in  a  West* 
cm  town  to  a  citixen.  *'  Can  you  tell  roe 
ifhc  is  a  man  of  drinking  habits?"  "WaU, 
sCfangar,"  replied  the  citisen,  expectorat- 
ing oopioosly,  "  I  wouldn't  go  so  fur  as  to 
flsy  thai  Sam  isa  hard  drinker,  but  I  reckon 
if  yoa  ask  him  to  go  an'  take  suthin',  3rou 
won't  have  to  buUd  ajirt  under  kim  to 
pk  him  started." 


(Nautical),  to  *'  build  a  chapel " 
is  to  turn  a  ship  round  through 
bad  steering. 

Building  spots  for  sale  (Ameri- 
can), used  of  any  imperfect  per- 
son or  thing. 

Built  that  way  (common),  **  not 
built  thai  ufay"  not  in  one's  line. 

Black  Moustache  addresses  the  divinity 
as  "Popsie,"  and  she  calls  hun  **Bob." 
During  the  evening  they  have  impromptu 
dancing.  Smith  can't  dance;  he  isn't 
built  that  way^  and  Miss  Jones  says  that 
Black  Moustache  waltzes  delightfully.  All 
of  whidi  means  that  the  following  week  is 
(me  of  agony  for  young  S.,  who  moodily 
meditates  leaving  England  for  ever,  and 
straightway  abjures  the  harmless  necessary 
shave. — Bird  <?'  Freedom, 

Bulgarian  atrocity  (Stock  Ex- 
change), Varna  and  Rustchuk 
Railway  3  per  cent,  obligations. 

And  we've  really  quite  a  crew 

Of  fancy  names  to  represent  a  share  .  .  . 

But  fancy,  by  the  way, 

Now,  in  the  pr«ent  day, 

A  Varna's  a  Bulgarian  eUrocity. 

— Atkini  House  Scra^. 

Bulge  (American),  properly  to 
bulge  is  to  swell  out,  and  bulge 
is  a  swelling  or  belly.  In  the 
United  States  the  words  are 
extended  and  amplified  in  many 
ways.  Thus  there  is  a  story 
of  a  man  who,  being  tried  for 
shooting  his  neighbour,  pleaded 
that  he  had  only  aimed  at  the 
bulge  of  his  shirt  where  it 
'*  bagged  out "  above  his  trousers. 
"To  get  the  bulge**  on  a  man, 
appears  to  mean  to  have  the 
better  of  him.  As  bulge  conveys 
the  idea  gf  swelling  or  inflation 

N 
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or  expansion,  it  is  much  used  to 
indicate  magnitude  or  extimTE- 
gonce.  Thus  to  go  "btdgimg 
about"  convevs  the  same  idea 
as  "  splurging  "  (which  see). 

Bulger.  This  English  word,  signi- 
f  jing  a  large  object  or  creature, 
is  much  more  eztensivelj  used 
in  the  United  States  than  in  the 
mother-country.  "  New  York 
is  a  huUjer  of  a  place,"  said 
Colonel  Crockett  in  1835.  ^^ 
Princeton  College  (New  Jersey) 
the  largest  and  heaviest  of  the 
students  is  familiarly  called  M- 
ger.  The  negro  minstrel  word 
bal{fine,  for  a  locomotive,  appears 
to  be  a  compound,  the  first  part 
of  which  is  derived  rather  from 
bulge  than  ''bull,"  as  implying 
bigness. 

I  got  on  board  de  telegraf  an'  floated 

down  de  ribbcr, 
Dc  'lectric  fluid  magnified  and  killed  five 

hundred  nigger. 
De  bullgine  burst,  de  steam  went  off,  I 

really  tought  I'd  die ; 
I  shut  my  eyes  to  hold  ray  breath — 

Sasanna  don't  you  cry ! 

— Song  0/0  StaoMma, 

Bulk  and  file  (old),  two  thieves 
working  together.  The  bulk 
jostles  the  victim  against  the 
^,  who  robs  him  of  his  money 
or  watch. 

Bulker  (old  cant),  a  street- walk- 
ing prostitute;  from  "bulk," 
that  formerly  signified  the 
body. 

She  must  turn  bulktr  (when  her  cloathes 
are  worn  out),  at  which  trade  I  hope  to  lee 
yoa  suddenly.— iPmvwfCfi^,  1670. 


BnlkjCWinohestar  Ck>lk8e),g«M- 
rous,  open-handed,  as  of^oiid 
to  **  brum.'* 

Bnll,  now  recognised  and  ^ipIiBd 
to  a  blunder,  formeriy  meiBi 
any  kind  of  rough,  Uunderipg, 
or  foolish  jest  or  triok,  and  is  of 
the  same  root  with  dttfly  in  its 
sense  of  a  clown  or  merry-maker. 
Old  Dutch  boUaeH  (Skeaty,  **a 
jester  or  a  gyber."  Swediih 
buHra,  to  make  a  noise.  Mir 
in  Anglo-Norman  means  in 
equivocator  or  deceiver,  wktoh 
unmistakably  indicates  the  a* 
istence  of  frufl  in  the  moden 
sense. 

The  sexte  case  is  of  (aU  htUen, 
Baith  that  tham  makes  and  that  thinvoi 
—MS,  Cottmm,  Vttfmm 
{Halliwil^ 

The  term  &tiZZ-calf  itself 
(Shakspeare),  and  fru/^finch,  s 
stupid  fellow  (North  Conntijlb 
all  indicate  the  association  with 
blundering  and  stupidity  which 
is  implied  by  b/viL  The  word 
was  first  specially  identified  with 
Hibernian  mistakes  by  Viv 
Edgeworth  in  her  '*  Ssaiy  00 
Irish  Bulls."  (Popular),  a  tao- 
ing  horse. 

(Popular  and  thieves),acrowB^ 
an  abbreviation  of  its  fonoar 
appellation,  a  bull's  eya 

.  .  .  Then  gtv*  me  a  little  nooejt^ 
half  buUsy  wot  ]rou  may  call  half<nna 
and  ses,  hook  it  \—Ck^arUt  Dkktm* 

(Prison),  rations  of  meit;  ib 
uncomplimentary  xefereoos  to 
the  toughness  of  the  beef  •ap- 
plied.    The  French  iltng  hi* 


Bull^BuU-doze. 
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meat,  from  Indet^  a 

sohange),  explained 
taticm. 

alcd  by  the  terms  bmlt 
It  he  <rften  sees  in  the 
tioD  with  the  Stodc  Ex- 
eie  terms  are  as  old  as  the 
Ji  Sea  Bubble,  1710.  A 
bed  to  sell  stock  6(  which 
Md  was  called  a  "  bear," 
•  proverb,  "Selling  the 
have  caoght  the  bear," 
lit,  without  intending  to 
:,  was  called  a  bull^  by 
a.  To  bull  the  market  is 
priea  of  stock  when  ope- 
while  to  "bear"  it  U  to 
to  dqjMess  the  price  of 
boy  ic 

laman  by  the  bear  op- 
lid  before  he  caught  the 

—Tit  Bits. 

iplaining  that  he  had  lost 
mmgh  gambling  on  the 
A  friend  ventured  to 
been  a  ^// or  a*' bear  "7 
Teither,  I  was  an  ass."— 

1   thieves),  a  loco- 

toodied  a  bloke's  leather 
nd  fiar  the  last  time.— 


r  (rimming  slang),  a 

santical),  a  dance 
mfin;  also  called  a 
I," 

venitj),  one  of  the 
s  ukiversit  J  proctors 
made  the  town  in 
iffending  nndezgra- 
rtain  men,  who  are 


termed  bullniogi,  accompany 
him.  Their  dnty  is  to  chase 
the  offender,  whose  ingenuity 
in  evading  captore  gives  rise  to 
many  amusing  stories.  Many  a 
long  race  too  often  ends  in 
finding  their  prey  is  an  outsider, 
whom  they  have  no  interest  in 
catching. 

The  proctor's  satellites,  vulgarly  called 
bull-dpgs. — MucmiUtuit  MaguMtne, 

I  don't  mean  the  college  bull-dags^  they 
don't  interfere  with  us,  only  with  women. 
— //.  Maykrw :  Lomd^n  Lmbour  a$td  ihi 
London  Poor, 

(Old  slang),  a  pistol,  now  a 
short  thick  revolver. 

"  I  have  always  a  brace  oibnll-d^^  about 
me."  ...  So  saying,  he  exhibited  a 
very  handsome,  highly-finished,  and  richly 
mounted  pair  of  pistols. — Sir  W.  Scott: 
St.  Honan's  IVell, 

(Nautical),  the  great  gun 
which  stands  "  housed "  in 
the  officers'  wardroom  cabin. 
General  term  for  main-deck 
guns. 

Bull-dos^  blazer  (American),  a 
short  thick  revolver. 

The  manager  laid  down  a  large  cane  he 
had  in  hU  hand,  and  picked  up  instead  a 
trusty  bull-dog  bhutr^  as  he  said — 

"  Young  man,  I  don't  think  you  can  be 
of  any  service  to  me,  and  you'd  better  slide. " 

'*  Assuredly ;  but  yott  don't  happen  to 
have  a  shilling  you  could  lend  me?" 

"  No.  I  don't,"  and  the  manager  cocked 
the  revolver. 

"  Well,  say ;  let  me  into  the  show,  will 
you  ?  "—Green  Room, 

Bull-doze,  to  (American),  to  com- 
pel a  person  to  do  anything,  or 
to  influence  his  conduct  by 
cruelty  or  brute  force.     It  is 
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or  expansion,  it  is  much  used  to 
indicate  magnitude  or  extimTa- 
gance.  Thus  to  go  **htdgmg 
about"  convevs  the  same  idea 
as  "  splarging  "  (which  see). 

Bulger.  This  English  word,  signi- 
fying a  large  object  or  creature, 
is  much  more  extensively  used 
in  the  United  States  than  in  the 
mother-country.  "  New  York 
is  a  bultjer  of  a  place/'  said 
Colonel  Crockett  in  1835.  ^^ 
Princeton  College  (New  Jersey) 
the  largest  and  heaviest  of  the 
students  is  familiarly  called  bul' 
ger.  The  negro  minstrel  word 
halyinet  for  a  locomotive,  appears 
to  be  a  compound,  the  first  part 
of  which  is  derived  rather  from 
hidfje  than  "bull,"  as  implying 
bigness. 

I  got  on  board  de  telegraf  an*  floated 

down  de  ribber, 
De  'lectric  fluid  magnified  and  killed  five 

hundred  nigger. 
De  bullgiHt  burst,  de  steam  went  off,  I 

really  tought  I'd  die ; 
I   shut  my  eyes  to  hold  my  breath — 

Susanna  don't  you  cry ! 

— Song  0/0  Susanmt, 

Bulk  and  file  (old),  two  thieves 
working  together.  The  hulk 
jostles  the  victim  against  the 
JiUy  who  robs  him  of  his  money 
or  watch. 

Bulker  (old  cant),  a  street-walk- 
ing prostitute;  from  "bulk," 
that  formerly  signified  the 
body. 

She  must  turn  bulker  (when  her  cloathes 
are  worn  out),  at  which  trade  I  hope  to  see 
yoa  suddenly. — Rtajtmcroft^  1670. 


Bulky  (Winobeiter  Ck>U4ge),gHW- 
rous,  open-handed,  aa  opposed 
to  ••bnim." 

Bull,  now  recognised  and  appUsd 
to  a  blunder,  formerly  maiDt 
any  kind  of  rough,  blundsdag, 
or  foolish  jest  or  trick,  and  is  <rf 
the  same  root  with  ftttUy  in  iti 
sense  of  a  clown  or  merry-maker. 
Old  Dutch  hoOaeH  (Skeat),  "t 
jester  or  a  gyber."  Swediib 
6tc^2ra,  to  make  a  noise.  Mfar 
in  Anglo -Norman  means  la 
equivocator  or  deceiver,  whioh 
unmistakably  indicates  the  ex- 
istence of  hM  in  the  moden 
sense. 

The  sexte  case  is  of  fals  huOtr*^ 
Baith  that  tham  makes  and  that  tharavBb 
-^MS,  CoitMM,  Vetftuin 
iHalliwO^ 

The  term  (u/Z-calf  iudf 
(Shakspeare),  and  &ii/l-finch,  a 
stupid  fellow  (North  CoontiT), 
all  indicate  the  association  with 
blundering  and  stupidity  which 
is  implied  by  hvJL  The  word 
was  first  specially  identified  with 
Hibernian  mistakes  by  Viv 
Edgeworth  in  her  "  Esaaj  on 
Irish  Bulls."  (Popular),  a  mir- 
ing horse. 

( Popular  and  thieves),a  crown, 
an  abbreviation  of  its  fonaer 
appellation,  a  bull's  eye. 

.  .  .  Then  giv*  me  a  little  nooej,  far 
half  bulU^  wot  you  may  call  halfoonfc 
and  ses,  hook  it  \—Ckari€*  Dkkau. 

(Prison),  rations  of  meafc;  aa 
uncomplimentary  referenoe  to 
the  toughness  of  the  beef  nP' 
plied.     The  French  slang  has 


Bull— Bull-doze. 
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hdodi€t  for  meftt,  from  Hddt  a 
pony. 

(Stock  Exchange),  explained 
by  first  quotation. 

Berliner  is  puzded  by  the  terms  hull 
and  "bear,"  that  he  often  sees  in  the 
|«pers  in  oonnection  with  the  Stock  Ex- 
dnngc  .  .  .  These  terms  are  as  old  as  the 
mne  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Bubble,  17x0.  A 
aoan  who  contracted  to  sell  stock  of  which 
be  waa  noc  posseiacd  was  called  a  "  bear," 
■I  albiMWi  to  the  proverb,  "  Selling  the 
skin  before  yoa  have  caught  the  bear," 
and  he  who  bought,  without  intending  to 
receive  the  stock,  was  called  a  bull^  by 
way  of  distinction.  To  bull  the  market  is 
BO«r  to  raise  the  price  of  stock  when  ope- 
iBtmg  for  a  sale,  while  to  '*  bear  "  it  is  to 
ose  every  effort  to  depress  the  price  of 
stock  in  order  to  buy  it. 

So  was  the  huntsman  by  the   bear  op- 

pressed. 
Whose  hide  he  sold  before  be  caught  the 


—Tit  Bits. 

A  man  was  complaining  that  he  had  lost 
all  kia  money  thixMigh  gambling  on  the 
Stock  Elxchange.  A  friend  ventured  to 
ask  him  if  be  had  been  a  ^w// or  a  *' bear  "  7 
and  was  told  '*  Neither,  I  was  an  ass."— 
Aikm:  Hffuu  Scraps. 

(American    thieves),  a  loco- 
motire. 

.  .  .  Had  just  toodied  a  bloke's  leather 
as  the  hull  bdknrcd  for  the  last  time.— 
OutlUTrmiL 

BbH  and  oofw  (rhyming  slang),  a 
row. 

BoUHlance   (nautical),   a   dance 
without  women ;  also  called  a 
stag-dance.*' 


M 


BoU-dog:  (uniTersity),  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  university  proctors 
If  to  promenade  the  town  in 
isaioh  of  offending  undergra- 
duatatb    Certain  men,  who  are 


termed  buU-dogt^  accompany 
him.  Their  duty  is  to  chase 
the  offender,  whose  ingenuity 
in  evading  capture  gives  rise  to 
many  amusing  stories.  Many  a 
long  race  too  often  ends  in 
finding  their  prey  is  an  outsider, 
whom  they  have  no  interest  in 
catching. 

The  proctor's  satellites,  vulgarly  called 
hull'dpgs. — Macmillmn's  MttguMttu, 

I  don't  mean  the  college  hull-dogs^  they 
don't  interfere  with  us,  only  with  women. 
— /f  .  Mayhrw '.  L<mdon  Luhour  tmd  tk€ 
London  Poor. 

(Old  slang),  a  pistol,  now  a 
short  thick  revolver. 

*'  I  have  always  a  brace  dihuU-dogt  about 
me."  ...  So  saying,  he  exhibited  a 
very  handsome,  highly-finished,  and  richly 
mounted  pair  of  pistols. — Sir  W.  Scott: 
St.  Ronan's  Well, 

(Nautical),  the  great  gun 
which  stands  '*  housed "  in 
the  ofiicers'  wardroom  cahin. 
Greneral  term  for  main-deck 
guns. 

Boll-dog  blazer  (American),  a 
short  thick  revolver. 

The  manager  laid  down  a  large  cane  he 
had  in  his  hand,  and  picked  up  instead  a 
trusty  bull»dog  blazer,  as  he  said — 

"  Young  man,  I  don't  think  you  can  be 
of  any  service  to  me,  and  you'd  better  slide." 

^  Assuredly ;  but  you  don't  happen  to 
have  a  shilling  you  could  lend  me  ?  " 

"  No,  I  don't,"  and  the  manager  cocked 
the  revolver. 

"  Well,  say ;  let  me  into  the  show,  will 
you  T  " — Green  Room. 

Bull-doze,  to  (American),  to  com- 
pel a  person  to  do  anything,  or 
to  influence  his  conduct  by 
cruelty  or  brute  force.     It  is 
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derived  from  a  Southern  word 
meaziing  a  whip  or  cowhide,  or 
species  of  "  kurbatch,"  made 
from  the  glanM  penu  of  a 
bulL  It  is  said  that  negroes 
were  whipped  almost  to  death 
with  this,  or  hull-dosed  to  make 
them  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 
It  is  now  extensively  used  in  the 
United  States,  to  express  com- 
pulsion of  any  kind,  especially 
in  politics* 

Bull-dozer  (American),  a  revolver. 
Used  to  mean  a  persuader,  some- 
thing to  enforce  an  argument 
by  personal  violence.  Vide 
Bull-doze. 

Bullet  (army),  discharge  upon 
the  spot,  without  a  moment's 
notice. 

(Printers),  see  Dry^up,  and 
Qui.  According  to  Savage's 
"  Dictionary  of  the  Art  of 
Printing,"  1841,  a  workman  was 
said  to  have  got  the  huUet  when 
he  was  discharged  inttaiUer — 
without  the  customary  notice 
on  cither  side. 

Bullets  (cards),  in  American  brag, 
are  aces ;  sometimes  called 
white  aces,  in  contradistinction 
to  aces  made  up  by  holding 
braggcrs.  The  highest  hand  in 
the  game  is  three  white  (or  real) 
aces,  the  next  highest  is  "  two 
hulUta  and  a  bragger,"  which 
cannot,  of  coarse,  occur  in  the 
same  round  in  which  three  real 
aces  arc  held,  though  another 
player  may  hold  two  other 
buUeU   and  a   bragger  at   the 


Mune  time.  Henoe  the  vcgn^ 
(rion  "  the  serene  oonfldsnce 
which  a  Christian  feels  in  the 
three  white  aces." 

BaUfincfa  (provincial),  a  oonsp- 
tion  of  "  bnU  fmce,"  a  stiff 
fence  able  to  keep  bulls  out  of 
or  in  a  field. 


The  third  fence  wms  a  teuar,  an  Bflj 
hMli/iHck  with  A  ditch  00  the  hadiaK  adb 

Also  a  stupid  fellow. 

Bniyine  (nautical)  a  locooiotiit 
is  so  called  by  sfdlon.  Tensed 
"  bull "  by  American  thievea 

Bnll-money,  a  vulgar  phrMs  for 
money  extorted  by  a  chiDoe 
witness  from  the  man  detactad 
in  the  fields,  the  woods,  the  Mi- 
shore,  or  other  lonely  plice,iD 
the  act  of  carnal  copulirfaon. 

Bullock's  heart  (printers),  see 
Token.  TMs  is  a  term  of  coo* 
tempt  that  pressmen  v^  to 
a  single  "  token,"  or  order  to 
print,  of  two  hundred  sad  fifty 
copies  only,  the  lowest  psyiBg 
number  in  the  scale  of  prioei^ 
This  expression  is  doe  to  the 
circumstance  that  it  is  not  ft 
"fat"  but  a  "lean'' job, heace 
the  comparison  to  a  6«iM'i 
Keari^  which,  unless  suiaiiV 
from  "fatty  degenentioo,"  i* 
the  essence  of  leamu 


Bullock's  horn  (rhyming  slttfli 
in  pawn. 

Bullocky  (Australian,  upoouatiyli 
a  bullock-team  driver.    In  the 


BuUocky— Bully. 
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bush  all  the  hearjr  hauling  is 
done  with  bollock-drags.  It  is 
qnite  a  common  sight  up  the 
country  to  see  teams  of  a  dozen 
and  upwards.  BuUoekirt  in 
Australia  are  as  proverbial  as 
bargees  or  Billingsgate  fishwives 
in  England  for  the  forcibleness 
of  their  language. 

**  When  you  make  Mokepilly.'*  quoth  one 
of  the  sunburnt  Su/lacky  men,  "  keep  on  by 
the  brush  fence,  and  that  will  take  you 
right  into  the  gap.  Gee  hup,  Streaky ; 
ya*hoy-ya,  Strorb'ry."— 7*.  C  IfVr*;  Atts- 
trmlmsimn  PritUtt't  Kteptmkt, 

Bull  p«rt7f  an  assembly,  gather- 
ing, or  dinner  party  of  men 
only. 

Ball  puncher  (American),  a  word 
defined  as  follows  by  one  who 
himself  of  the  calling : — 


He  followed  the  profession  of  a  hull' 
^mmcker;  that  b,  he  went  in  charge  of  the 
cattle  destined  for  slaughter  and ' '  canning  " 
ia  the  distant  North,  and  made  money  at 
h,  being  steady  and  trustworthy,  and  no 
drinker.— ^4W^  Rob^rtt :   TlU  W^estem 

Bull's-eye  villas  (military),  the 
nnall  open-air  tents  used  by  the 
Tolunteers  at  their  annual  rifle 
contest  held  on  Wimbledon 
Common* 

BnlTs  feathers,  horns.  To  describe 
a  man  as  wearing  bidV$  feathers 
was  to  represent  him  as  a 
cuckold. 

Three  crooked  horns,  smartly  top>knotted 

with  ribands;  whidi  being  the  ladies'  wear, 

aaem  to  intimate  that  they  may  very  pro- 

hably  adoni,  as  well  as  bestow,  the  Mfs 

fmtktr.-'Richmirdtmi  :  Clmwium  Ht^Hmat. 


The  attribute  of  horns  to  a 
cuckold  is  of  remote  antiquity, 
and  is  supposed  by  symbolists 
of  the  school  of  Creuzer  and 
Faber  to  be  derived  from  the 
horns  of  cattle,  also  of  the  new 
moon,  at  which  time  festivals 
were  held  in  Assyria,  where  all 
women  were  in  common,  and 
men  who  were  among  the  ini- 
tiated bore  the  symbol  and  were 
compared  to  oxen.  Horns  as  worn 
on  the  head  were  suggestive  of 
feathers  in  a  cap,  hence  I/mW* 
feathers  (Charles  G,  Leland, 
U.S.  Notes), 

The  French  have  a  correspond- 
ing expression:  "planter  des 
plumes  de  boeuf.* 


t> 


On  me  dit  qu'elle  est  bien  gente 
Quelle  est  douce  comme  un  agncau. 

Par  ma  foi !  j'ai  peur  que'mplante 
Plumes  de  boeuf  it  mon  chapeau  ! 

—Song. 

Boll  the  cask,  to  (nautical),  to 
pourhotwaterinto  an  empty  rum 
puncheon,  and  let  it  stand  until 
it  extracts  the  spirit  from  the 
wood.  The  mixture  is  drunk  by 
sailors  in  default  of  something 
stronger. 

Bull-traps,  thieves  or  swindlers 
who  personate  policemen  (New 
York  Slang  Dictionary). 

Bully  (American),  often  applied 
in  a  commendable  sense  by  the 
vulgar ;  as,  for  instance,  a  huUy 
fellow,  a  huUy  horse. 

Hope  you  had  a  pleasant  nap,  hulfy  pHice 
for  a  nice  quiet  snoose. — Brtt  Httrtf: 
P0(mt  tmd  Prosf, 
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The  captiun  sud  ihs  was  a buifyhoml. — 
Mark  Twain  :  Rpmgking  it. 


vUdik 


(( 


Now."  said  he,  "Slide,  my  Mfy,  I 
think  I  see  a  smart  chance  of  doin'  a  ooo- 
siderable  stroke  of  business  to  Nova  Scoiia, 
in  the  smugglin'  line. — Sam  SlicJL 

BvJly  for  yon,  for  me,  is  a 
commendatory  phrase. 

That's  buUy^  plenty  Bully  for  me.  Jnst 
you  gimme  the  hundred  dollars.— lf«M 
Ttuaim :  Tom  Sawyer, 

This  word  has  two  distinct 
meanings :  (i.)  A  hraggart,  or  a 
man  who  terrifies  and  threatens. 
(2.)  The  older  form,  still  com- 
mon, applied  to  any  person  or 
thing  which  is  pre-eminently 
excellent,  e,g,,  a  huUy  horse, 
"  that's  hullyr  The  BvUy  Bot- 
tom of  Shakspeare  implies  a 
compliment.  In  Dutch  slang 
hoi  has  the  same  meaning,  a 
head,  a  leader;  as  one  might 
say,  the  bully  of  the  crowd. 
Also  an  intelligent  person. 
"  Boll,  'een  man  met  eenen  goe- 
den  kop.  Bol  van  de  kit,  man, 
of  meester  van  het  huis,"  i.e., 
'*  A  man  with  a  good  head,  the 
master  of  a  house."  The  word 
came  into  Dutch  as  it  did  into 
German  slang,  from  the  Ger- 
man-Hebrew, hat  meaning  lite- 
rally man,  but  always  used  to 
indicate  a  master,  director,  or 
superior. 

(Common),  a  bully ^  a  stone  or 
lump  of  lead  tied  in  the  end  of  a 
handkerchief  (New  York  Slang 
Dictionary). 

(Football),  a  scrimmage. 

"  Change  I  '*  was  called,  and  after  the 
first  bully  the  ball  was  rushed  down  the 
ground  to  the  chalk  line  of  good  calx. 


where  a  hUfy  was  fermcid, 
was  walked  into  calx  and 
tained  before  time 
Lf/e. 


Bulfy-beef  (armj),  tinned  mcit; 
snppoMd  to  be  made  of  old  boIL 
The  **iion  ntion,"  as  it  is  often 
called,  either  from  its  tovgb- 
ness,  or  the  oases  of  tin  or  other 
metal  in  which  it  is  preserfei 
(Nantioal),  boiled  beef. 

Bully-boas  (Amerioan),  the  land- 
lord of  a  sporting  crib,  taveo, 
or  brotheL  Derived  in  sU  {lo- 
bability  from  bwily  and  600,  bat 
al8oagreeingremarkably,thongh 
by  chance,  with  the  haal  Asfei* 
or  ''master  of  the  honse"  of 
the  Jews,  which  is  commoBer 
as  h€d  bos;  hence  the  Dutch 
thieves*  slang,  baUeboa  (Mb), 
head  man  of  any  kind.  This  is 
a  very  curious  instance  of  woids 
of  similar  forms  derived  froc 
radically  different  soorcea 

Bully-buck  (old  slang),  a  man  n- 
tained  by  the  keepers  of  brotbdi, 
being  paid  by  them  to  assist  io 
enforcing  exorbitant  demsnds 
on  those  frequenting  such  plseo. 
Sometimes  it  was  pretended  thit 
they  were  the  husbands  of  some 
of  the  inmates,  in  order  bytfamtt 
of  exposure  to  extort  mooej 
from  simpletons  supposed  to 
have  been  discovered  imjbiymk 
delicto. 

Bully -cock  (old  slang),  a  man 
who,  for  the  purposes  of  robbei; 
and  theft,  fomented  a  qsiml 
between  people,  to  doiik  hii 
nefarious  designs. 


BuUyrag — Bum^brusher, 
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Bnllyras^  (American  and  English), 
to  abase,  revile,  or  scold  vehe- 
mently.  From  the  Dutch  6kZ- 
der^Vt  a  blnsterer ;  hvlderaren^ 
to  rage,  to  blnster,  to  roar ;  hid- 
derarig,  blustering,  and  raak^ 
hitting. 

BnUy-Took  or  rock,  a  braggart, 
occnrs  in  Shakspeare,  where  it 
is  certainly  of  Dntch  origin,  e,g., 
hMUer-hwikt  a  boisterous  fellow. 
Bii2&ra,  Swedish,  to  make  a 
noise. 

TTkg  C.  C.  Well,  he's  blowing  her  up ; 
'<  Look  'ere,  Mattilda,"  he  mz.  "  I'm  'anged 
if  they  'aven't  tun  and  let  the  Throne-room 
iraootagainl**  And  she  aez, '*  It's  no  use 
kmllfrrnggiM  me,  BUliam;  speak  to  the 
Lonl  'Igh  Chamberlain  about  it— it's  'is 
bttiinnnk  '^Pumck. 

BnUtjr-trap,  a  trap  for  bullies  and 
blackguards ;  applied  to  a  man 
of  mild  and  gentlemanly  ap- 
pearance and  demeanour,  who, 
if  attacked  by  a  buUy,  shows 
nnezpected  spirit,  courage,  and 
determination,  and  proves  more 
than  a  match  for  his  assailant. 

Bom  (pnblic  schools),  a  birching ; 
termed  also  a  belting.  (Army), 
*'  eheny  bums,"  the  hussars,  the 
aUnaion  being  obvious.  The 
French  chasseurs  go  '  by  the 
nickname  of  cvU  rouget. 

(Obeolete),  bum  or  "  bummy," 
a  contraction  of  bum  bailiff. 
Thus  called  because  he  follows 
the  man  he  has  to  serve  with 
process. 

Hwe  lict  John  TruD,  by  trwie a^M; 

Whrahcdicd 

The  Dcril  cried, 
"Cook,  John, 


To  hum,  to  arrest  a  debtor. 

The  word,  according  to  Black- 
stone,  is  a  corruption  of  "bound  '* 
bailiff ;  but  this  has  been  denied, 
as  hum  bailiffs  are  no  more 
"  bound  "  than  other  officers  of 
the  law  to  do  justice.  Todd 
quotes  passages  to  prove  that  it 
arose  from  the  pursuer  catching 
hold  of  a  man  by  the  tail  or 
hinder  part  of  his  garment. 

Bumble  (common),  a  beadle,  from 
Dickens'  character  in  "Oliver 
Twist."  • 

Bumble-crew  (journalistic),  cor- 
poration. 

Then  spake  the  chairman  to  the  rate- 
payers :- 

The  shindy  of  to-day  exposes  all 
The  apish  antics  of  a  bumbU  creWf 
The  worst  this  town  containefh. 

— Punch. 

Bumbo  (old),  brandy,  water,  and 
sugar ;  also  a  negro  term  for 
the  private  parts  of  a  woman. 

Bum  ->  brusher,  an  opprobrious 
name  for  a  schoolmaster. 

Dionysios  was  forced  to  turn  bum- 
hrusher  in  my  own  defence,  a  condition 
which  best  suited  with  a  man  that  de- 
lighted in  tyranny  and  blood. — T.  Brvwn : 

Derived  from  the  too  com- 
mon practice  of  pedagogues 
who  flog  boys  with  or  with- 
out reason.  The  historical  hum- 
hruiheri  date  from  the  days 
of  James  I.  of  England  and 
VI.  of  Scotland — whose  tutor, 
Buchanan,  had  no  greater  re- 
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spect  for  his  royal  person  than 
for  that  of  other  boys,  except 
on  the  infrequent  occasions 
when  he  flogged  him  vicari- 
oasly — and  from  Drs.  Bnsbj, 
Keate,  and  Arnold  in  more  mo- 
dem times.  In  the  Glossary  to 
the  "  Life  and  Adventures  of 
Bampfylde  Moore  Carew ''  it  is 
said  that  the  word  "  flay  bottom  *' 
is  bestowed  upon  a  flogging  ped- 
agogue. It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  word  is  a  pun,  and  a 
corruption  of  phUbotomust  let- 
ting  blood,  bat  the  word  itself 
gives  evidence  of  its  more 
humble  origin. 

Bum-charter  (thieves),  hot  bread 
and  water. 

Bum-ckarter  is  Si  name  given  to  bread 
steeped  in  hot  water  by  the  first  unforta- 
nate  inhabitants  of  the  English  Bastile, 
where  this  miserable  fare  was  their  daily 
breakfast,  each  man  receiving  with  his 
scanty  portion  of  bread  a  quart  of  boiled 
water  from  the  cook's  coppers. — Vamx't 
Memoirs. 

Bumchik  (provincial),  inferior 
beer  for  harvest  labourers. 

Bum-curtain  (University),  short 
or  ragged  academical  gown. 

Bumf  (schoolboys),  paper ;  an  ab- 
breviation of  "bum-fodder."  A 
bumf-hunt  is  a  paper-chase. 

Bum-fidg^et  (old),  a  restless,  un- 
easy person  who  cannot  sit 
still. 

Bumldn,  or  bumpkin,  a  stupid 
lout,  or  rustic.  From  Old  Dutch 
boomhen,  a  tree  ^or  log.    Since' 


the  Bngliah  term,  also  rigniM 
a  thick  piece  of  wood,  it  wu 
readily  ^yplied  to  a  blookhead. 
In  French.  hUeke,  a  log,  has 
also  the  signifioation  of  block- 
head. 

Bammarees,  unxeoognised 
hangers-on  at  Billingsgate  Fiah 
Market,  who  act  as  middlemm 
between  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail dealers,  and  who  maks  a 
profit  out  of  both  parties.  Hm 
word  is  usually  derived  from 
the  French  bonne  mondiSv  the  good 
tide  or  product  of  the 


The  imimuu^eg  is  the  jobber  or 
lator  on  a  fish  exdiange. — Ntmry  May 
krw:  LiuUm  Lah0mr  mmd  the  Lmdm 
Poor, 

Bummer  (turf),  a  heavy  Iohl 
(American),  a  slow,  lazy  fellow; 
in  the  French  argot,  dUew/eM, 
a  loafer. 


The  auctioneer  .  .  .  Dever  fot  a  bid— 
at  least  never  any  but  the  eigfatecn  doUv 
one  he  hired  a  notoriously  sabctaoodos 
bummer  to  raake.—Mmrk  T^mm:  Renek- 
ing  It. 

San  Francisco  is  the  elysion  of  i«"* 
mers.  Nowhere  can  a  worthless  Moei 
too  lazy  to  work,  too  cowardly  to  Scsl, 
get  on  so  ^aW.—Scribmer's  Memikfy, 

(American),  one  who  spoogw 
upon  his  acquaintances. 

In  California,  men  who  profess  to  be 
journalists,  and  so  obtain  free  drnilB,  ai* 
called  literary  bmmmen. — HeUemt  IHc 
tumarj. 

Bummer  is  of  Pennsyhnut 
origin,  from  the  German  word 
bummler,  meaning  the  sune. 
During  the  war  the  term  wis 
applied  to  the  camp-foUowen 


Bummer — Bumptious, 
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or  semi-deflerters  who  followed 
the  Federal  axmj.  These  ir- 
reg^ular  heroes,  who  sometixnes 
rendered  good  service  by  fight- 
ing desperately,  are  commemo- 
rated as  indomitable  marauders 
in  the  "  Breitmann  Ballads." 

Dcy  syuiied  00,  dey  honied  on,  gallopin 

shtrmtt, 
Boot  for  Brdtmann  help  ooomed  yoost  a 

Hddle  too  late, 
For  ash  de  Lawinefoes  smash  mat  a  botind, 
So  OD  to  de  ^wwjMVfT  de  repels  ooom  doon. 
Heinrich  Ton  Schinkenstein's  tead  in  de 

road, 
Ulrich  aos  Gailingen's  deadt  ash  a  toad, 
Und  Sepperl — Tyroler — shpoke  nefer  a 

wordt 
Bat  yoost  "Matter  Gottes I **— and  died 

in  de  fold. 

Bomp^  makings  a  (boating,  mii- 
yersitj),  catching  the  boat  in 
front  and  knocking  against  it, 
the  boats  being  arranged  two 
lengths  apart  in  the  race  in 
their  previous  order  of  merit. 

The  chances  of  St.  Ambrose's  making  a 
imm^  the  first  night  were  weighed. — Mac- 
miUatis  Maguunt, 

Bumper  (theatrical),  a  very  full 
house  at  a  popular  performance. 
The  word  fruinpsr,  for  a  full 
glass  of  liquor,  from  which  the 
theatrical  term  is  derived,  was 
in  the  early  days  supposed  to  be 
derived  from  toasts  drunk  to  the 
health  of  the  Pope,  the  "bon- 
p^re  "  of  all  true  Catholio  Chris* 
tians.  This  explanation  is  no 
longer  generally  accepted,  since 
the  word  is  rightly  regarded  as 
a  corruption  of  bombard,  a  drink- 
ing vessd,  but  originally  signi- 
fying a  cannon. 


This  derivation  is  borne  out 
by  the  circumstance  that  the 
French  call  eawm  a  glass  of  wine 
drunk  at  a  wine-shop. 

Bom  perisher,  or  shayer,  a  short- 
tailed  coat,  termed  roM-cuZ  in 
French  slang. 

Bwnping^  races  (university).  In 
the  eight-oared  races  at  the 
universities  the  competing  boats 
start  one  behind  the  other  at  a 
given  distance.  When  a  boat 
})um'p%  (».«.,  touches  any  part  of) 
the  boat  in  front,  it  takes  the 
other's  place  in  the  next  race. 
The  races  are  always  rowed  in 
two  divisions,  about  twelve  to 
fifteen  in  each,  and  the  head 
boat  in  the  lower  division  is  the 
last  boat  in  the  first  division, 
and  is  called  the  sandwich  boat. 
The  first  boat  in  the  first  divi. 
sion  is  called  the  Head  of  the 
River. 

Bump  supper  (university),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

A  hump  snpptr^  that  is,  a  supper  to  com- 
memorate the  fact  of  the  boat  of  one  col- 
lege having,  in  the  annual  races, "  bumped" 
or  touched  the  boat  of  another  college  im- 
mediately in  front. — Cutkhert  Bedt :  Ad- 
vtnturts  of  Mr.  Verdimt  Green. 

Bomptions  (common),  apt  to  take 
offence,  quarrelsome  without 
adequate  provocation.  Evident- 
ly from  "bump,"  which  Skeat 
derived  from  "  boom,"  to  make  a 
hollow  sound.  Dutch,  6omiii6n, 
one  who  roars  or  resounds  at 
once,  to  swell  up  or  bounce. 

I  heard  that  Mr.  Sharp's  wig  didn't  fit 
him,  and  that  h«  needn't  be  so  "  boonce- 
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able"— somebody  ebe  said  i^MMgMthMw— 
aboat  it,  because  his  own  red  hair  was 
irery  plainly  to  be  seen  behind.— <VI«r£rr 
Dicktm:  David Cc^^erfitUU 

BmnsqnabUed  (American),  orest- 
fallen. 

The  judge  said  ...  he  had  got  too 
much  already,  cut  him  off  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  made  him  pay  all  costs.  If  he 
didn't  look  humsqttahbUd  it's  a  pity. — 
Stun  Slick :  The  Clockmaker, 

Bumsucker  (society),  a  very  vul- 
gar expression  in  common  use 
among  men  in  society  for  a 
toady.  One  who  is  a  hanger-on 
and  flatterer  of  great  men,  and 
who  will  do  their  dirty  work 
for  them.  In  French,  Iht^- 
ctd, 

Bnm-trap  (old),  bailiff. 

The  noble  dttm-tru/^  blind  and  deaf  to 
every  circumstance  of  distress,  greatly  rises 
above  all  the  motives  to  humanity,  and 
into  the  hands  of  the  jailor  resolves  to 
deliver  his  miserable  prey. — Fielding: 
TmHjcn$t. 

Bun  (American),  a  fellow  who 
cannot  be  shaken  off.  (Com- 
mon), to  have  the  ^n,  to  get 
the  better  of,  to  surpass. 

O  Lord  1  to  think  I  deemed  mywlf  most 

fly. 
This  infamie  most  snrely  has  the  bun  ! 
--Th*  Sporting  Times. 

Bn&ce  (trade),  commission  from 
tradesmen  and  others,  black- 
mail, sums  of  money,  of  which 
both  the  employer  and  employed 
are  defrauded  by  the  middle 
man«  through  whose  hands  the 
money  paues  at  some  time  or 


other  prior  to  reaobimp  Its  desti- 
nation. In  luge  fhestreB  there 
are  frequently  f onr  or  five 
hundred  perMOB  employod  in 
various  depuimeiita,  and  the 
head  of  eadi  department  holds 
his  own  treamy* 

(Turf),  profit,  interest  od 
money. 

(Popular),  money. 

For  though  I  am  dmUmt  a  fsol  oor  b 

dttooe. 
Whatever  I  prig  other  folks  g«  tbc 
bnnce. 
—T.Bmnu:  Unlwdfy  imdnUtmh. 

The  boys  will  try  it  on  for  their  hmts, 
—L,  L,  etnd  L.  P. 

According  to  Hotten  from  &m 
or  (ontft,  probably  the  latter. 

Buncer  (trade),  one  who  ftmev  or 
exacts  fritiiee  (which  see). 

Boncfa  (common),  a  blow.  (Ame- 
rican), to  (imeA,  to  gather  up, 
purse  up. 

The  speaker  bundUd  hb  tkkk  fipito- 
gether  like  the  stem-end  of  a  raiitn 
Mark  Twain:  The  Gilded  A gt. 

Bunch  of  fives  (popular),  the  fist 

M'Auliffe  does  not  seem  to  aingechtr 
the  honour  of  standing  np  te  GvBey 
again.  He  says  he  won't  be  nady  far 
three  months.  One  taste  of  the  Bimiv- 
ham  boy's  qnality  seems  to  hate  bea 
quite  sufficient  for  the  Americn  ^^- 
weight  champion.  It  is  extremdyiHpO' 
bable  that  M*Aidifie  will  ever  i^  cmk 
within  reach  of  Carney's  hmek  ^Jmn," 
sporting  Life. 

Bunco*    Tu^  Bunko. 

Bonconibe  or  bookiini  (Ameti' 
can),  talking  big,  affsotiBg  eo- 
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thnslasin,  but  vXmjn  with  an 
underbaiid  purpose.  Sometiizies 
used,  especially  in  England,  to 
denote  mere  magniloquenoe. 
Mr.  Hotten  has  made  the  dis- 
covexy  that  "it  arose  from  a 
speech  made  by  a  North  Caro- 
Ihia  senator  named  Buncombe." 
The  tmth  is  that  these  are 
two  words,  of  the  same  sound 
bat  of  entirely  different  ori- 
gin,  and  with  different  mean- 
ing^ One  originated,  it  is  said, 
as  follows  {vide  Bartlett) :  A 
member  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,  when  making  a 
windy  speech  about  nothing 
then  before  the  House,  being 
asked  why  he  did  so,  replied 
that  he  was  speaking  to  or  for 
Buncombe.  But  long  before  this 
story  arose,  it  was  usual  in  New 
England  to  express  great  ap- 
probation or  admiration  of  any- 
thing by  calling  it  hunkufn,  and 
this  was  derived  from  the  Cana- 
dian French,  "Le  bunoum  sa" 
("11  est  bon  oomme  9a"),  "it  is 
good  as  it  is."  There  was  a 
negro  song  fifty  or  sixty  years 
ago  with  this  refrain : — "  Bom- 
sell  ge  mary,  lebrunem  sa." 
This  is  presumed  to  be  negro 
Oannck-French  for  "  Mam'selle 
je  inarie,  elle  est  bonne  comme 
5»." 

The  ktmkmm  btitewd  at  Thrcftdneedle 
Scnet  Board. 

Another  American  importation  is  bun- 
Jkmm,  a  word  generally  used  to  signify 
eoipty,  frothy  declamation.  It  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  the  action  ofa  speaker  who, 
pcrsiating  in  talkii^  to  an  empty  house, 
he  was  ^taking  to  Btme»mSef  the 


name  of  the  place  in  North  Carolina  which 
he  rtpracnted.^<r9n«Af//  Afrngmmme. 

Buncomise,  to  (journalistic),  to 
talk  twaddle. 

Experience  has  taught  me  the  inutility 
of  interviewing.  You  set  a  man  at  once  at 
weighing  his  words,  and  he  either  gam* 
mons  you  intentionally,  htmcamtsest  or  is 
reticent,  so  as  to  be  of  no  service. — A 
F^rbts :  My  Exptrienci*  ^  tk*  W^r 
biiween  France  and  Germany, 

Bmid  (Anglo-Indian),  an  artificial 
bank  or  wharf. 

"  This  term  is  also  naturalised 
in  the  Anglo-Chinese  ports.  It 
is  there  applied  to  the  embanked 
quay  above  the  shore  of  the  set- 
tlements "  (Anglo-Indian  Glos- 
sary). 

Bunder  (Anglo-Indian).  Persian 
bundatf  a  seaport  landing-place, 
harbour,  or  custom-house. 

Bundlins^  (old),  a  custom  of  un- 
married people  of  different 
sexes,  or  lovers,  sleeping  to- 
gether, but  with  clothes  on, 
or  under  such  conditions  that 
coition  is  supposed  not  to  take 
place.  It  has  been  described 
by  Wright  as  Welsh,  by  Bart- 
lett as  American,  but  it  is  to 
be  found  anywhere, or  every- 
where in  the  world  among  the 
commoner  sort  of  people  (and 
occasionally  among  the  other 
class),  when  opportunity  pre- 
sents itself.  Mr.  Bartlett  thinks 
it  is  not  now  practised  in  the 
United  States.  He  evidently 
does  not  know  the  Pennsyl- 
vanian  Dutch  or  New  England, 
where  the  custom  still  prevails. 
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BufuUmg — Bunged. 


Washington  Iiring  acted  rather 
unfairly  when  he  desoiibed 
bundling  as  something  which 
the  Dutch  learned  from  the 
Yankees,  since  it  was  in  full 
hloom  in  Holland  at  the  time  of 
which  he  wrote,  and  is  thus 
described  by  Sewel  (1797) : 

"  Queeiton  is  an  odd  way  of 
wooing  usual  in  some  sea  towns 
or  Isles  of  Holland,  after  this 
manner.  When  the  wench  is 
gone  to  bed,  the  fellow  enters 
the  room  and  lays  himself  down 
in  his  clothes  upon  the  blankets, 
next  unto  h^r,  with  one  window 
of  the  room  open,  and  thus  he 
talks  with  her,  very  innocently 
— as  it  is  reported." 

It  is  said  of  a  damsel  in  Con- 
necticut, who  expected  her  lover 
to  come  and  bundle  with  her, 
that  her  mother  bade  her  put 
both  her  legs  into  a  pillow-case, 
and  tie  it  round  her  waist. 
The  next  morning  she  asked  her 
if  she  had  kept  her  "  limbs  "  in 
the  bag,  to  which  Miss  Inno- 
cence replied,  "  Ma,  dear,  I  only 
took  one  out," 

Btrng^  (common),  a  brewer  or  a 
landlord  of  a  beerhouse. 

A  Peerage  and  a  -ffr^fwjr.— Within  the 
last  few  yean  sereral  "  bungs  "  have  been 
made  Peers.  There  is  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  thu,  for  brewing  is  just  as  likely  to 
produce  an  individual  who  is  so  thoroughly 
impregnated  with  legislative  wisdom  that 
he  will  propagate  legislators,  as  shooting 
pheasants,  or  any  of  the  other  occupations 
to  which  those  who  become  Peers  generally 
devote  themselves,  and  a  beerage  is  as 
glorious  an  institution  as  a  Peerage.  The 
only  difficulty  seems  to  me  to  be  this: 
The  title  beomies  a  sort  of  Govenunent 


guaruitoe  duU  the  bear  of  its 

lood,  and,  therefote,  aoy  que 

is  op  to  par  ought  to  have  a  right  to  daa 

a  Ptoarage,  for  otheiwiec  oompetition  wSl 

not  be  carried  00  between  tbe^Mvieadv 

fair  conditiom.— TVirf*. 

A  pickpocket^  Bharper,aparBe. 
This  very  old  English  cant  wonl 
is  still  in  use  among  Americtn 
thieves  in  the  phrase  "to  go 
bung,**  which  is  the  same  as  "to 
go  bang,"  derived  from  the  pop- 
ping of  a  cork,  or  the  bung  of  a 
barrel ;  lost,  gone. 

In  this  case  the  title  of  the  "Queen't 

Fund  "  has  been  sufficient  to  damn  what 
otherwise,  beyond  doubt,  would  have  bcea 
a  widely  beneficial  diarity.  It  cannot  be 
thought,  however,  that  the  Queen  hcndf 
will  be  consumed  with  sorrow  even  if  die 
does  happen  to  hear  that  this  abortioa  bai 
"  gone  ^t^." — Auxtruiiam  y^mmoL 

(Pugilistic)  to  give,  pass,  hand 
over;    *'bung   over   the  lag," 
hand  over  the  note.    (Popular), 
in  a  public-house  game  called 
"  cod  *em,"  when  one  of  the  op- 
posite party  suspects  the  jmm 
to  be  in  any  particular  haod, 
he  places  his  own  over  it  sdcI 
exclaims   **bung  it   here,"  tA 
give  it  up. 

Bunded  peeper  (common),  an  eje 
closed  by  a  blow. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  natural  couatdiw 
between  the  bung  of  a  barrel  and  ancjt 
which  has  been  closed  by  a  blow.  Brt 
when  we  reflect  on  the  constant  buoi^ 
of  gypsies  with  prize-fighters,  it  is  atao^* 
evident  that  bongo  may  have  been  tlw 
origin  of  it.  A  bongo  ymkko  (or  /i^X 
means  a  distorted,  crooked,  or  in  £Kt  ' 
longed  eye.  |t  also  means  bune,  cnda^ 
or  sinister.— rA^  Engiitk  Qjiikm  tad 
their  Language. 


Bung-juice — Bunko. 
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To  buDg  is  good  English  for 
to  dose  up. 


-jnice  (thieves),  porter  or 
beer  (New  York  Slang  Dic- 
tionary). 


(American),  a  wooden  case 
or  bench  "which  serves  for  a 
Mat  by  day  and  a  bed  by  night " 
(Bartlett).  In  America  denotes 
generally  a  rough  bed  or  place 
for  sleeping.  Dutch,  '*slaap 
hOnk,**  a  settle-bed,  or  press- 
bed.    American,  "  to  hunk" 

•  .  .  And  so  pas>  over  the  rest  of  his 
voyage  by  saying  that  he  was  confined  to 
Ids  hmk,  and  saw  no  more  of  it. — H. 
KiHgflty:  RavtHthot. 

Bimkier  (popular),  beer.  (Ameri- 
can), large,  fine,  remarkable. 
Bast  of  Englaihd,  honker.  This 
word  suggests  a  possible  origin 
of  Buncombe. 

Bmiko,  bunco  (American),  from 
the  Italian  ha/neot  a  bench  or 
bank.  A  game  at  cards,  like 
three-card  monte,  and  is  usually 
■imply  a  swindle.  It  is  described 
by  Inspector  Byrnes,  Chief  of 
Detectives  in  New  York,  sub- 
stantially as  follows.  It  is  ap- 
parently so  simple  and  honest 
that   the  shrewdest   men   are 

* 

readily  induced  to  try  it,  and 
are  thus  fleeced.  There  arq 
forty-three  spaces  upon  a  huiiko 
"lay  out,**  forty-two  are  num- 
bered, and  thirteen  contain  stars 
also  (no  prizes),  one  is  blank, 
and  the  remaining  twenty-nine 
represent  prizes  ranging  from 


two  to  five  thousand  dollars. 
The  game  can  be  played  with 
dice  or  cards.  The  latter  are 
numbered  with  a  series  of  small 
numbers  ranging  from  one  to 
six,  eight  of  which  are  drawn 
and  counted,  and  the  total  re- 
presents the  number  of  the 
prize  drawn.  Should  the  victim 
draw  a  star  number  he  is  allowed 
the  privilege  of  drawing  again 
by  putting  up  a  small  amount 
of  money.  He  is  generally 
allowed  to  win  at  first,  and  later 
on  the  game  owes  him  from 
Siooo  to  S5000  (i.tf.,  from  £200 
to  £1000).  This  is  when  he 
draws  the  conditional  prize, 
No.  27.  The  conditions  are 
that  he  must  put  up  $500  (;^ioo), 
or  as  much  as  the  dealer  thinks 
he  will  stand«  This  is  explained 
to  him  as  necessary  to  save 
what  he  has  already  won,  and  to 
entitle  him  to  another  drawing. 
To  inveigle  men  to  play  hunkOf 
the  most  extraordinary  pains 
axe  taken,  and  the  6uyU»-steerers 
or  "  touts,"  who  seek  for  victims, 
are  selected  from  the  most 
gentlemanly  ^looking,  well  -  edu- 
cated persons  that  can  be  found. 
There  are  innumerable  instances 
of  lawyers  and  others,  who  knew 
the  world  well,  and  who  were 
perfectly  on  their  guard  as  to 
hufiko^  being  taken  in  by  it,  and 
half  ruined.  Its  extraordinary 
vogue  in  the  United  States  jus- 
tifies this  detailed  description 
of  it  as  prmmonUus,  pramunUut. 
The  writer  is  well  acquainted 
with  an  English  gentleman  who, 
while  travelling  in  the  United 
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Bunkum — Buf  ro'^beebee. 


States,  was  "bunkoed"  oat  of 
aeveral  thoosand  dollars. 

Bimknm.    See  Bukcombs. 

Bunny  s^b  (Cheltenham  College), 
green  vegetables,  called  "grass" 
at  the  Royal  Military  Academy. 

Bonon  (Anglo-Indian),  applied  to 
any  humbug,  "anything  ficti- 
tious or  factitious,"  a  cram,  a 
shave,  a  sham  (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

You  will  see  within  a  week  if  this  is 
anything  more  than  a  hitun,—Oaif/Uld, 
iLsS. 

Bun-ttmggle  or  worry  (army), 
a  tea  meeting;  an  entertain- 
ment to  which  benevolent  souls 
occasionally  invite  the  soldiers 
in  a  garrison,  but  which  has 
generally  smaller  attractions  for 
them  than  the  canteen  or  public- 
house. 

Bunt  (common),  an  apron,  properly 
sail  canvas ;  to  6urU,  to  jostle. 

Banter  (common),  a  street-walking 
thief,  a  prostitute. 

Bunts.    See  Bukce. 

Barick  (Australian  convicts*  slang), 
a  whore.  Introduced  into  Aus- 
tralia by  the  convicts  tran- 
sported thither. 

Burick  is  a  prostitute,  or  common 
woman. — Vaux'm  Memoir*. 

Barking  (army),  dyeing  the  mous- 
tache and  whiskers.  It  was  at 
one  time  the  custom  for  the 
whole   of   the   men   in   smart 


oavaliy  ngiments  to  dye 
monstaohea,  ftc,  blaok,  to  hutht 
or  suppress  their  natozal  odour. 
This  was  for  the  sake  of  uni- 
f ormity.     Fuhion  In  hair  hss 
always  been  a  feature  in  ndUtuy 
life.    As  in  the  past  each  ooips 
prided  itaelf  on  its  own  peculiar 
arrangement    of    pigtjdl   and 
powder,  so  now  there  are  zegi- 
ments  in  which  pnblio  opimon 
demands  a  hard  and  £ut  rule 
about  hair.     Few  will  tolente 
whiskers;    Fiocadilly   weepen, 
Dundrearies,  as  they  were  oDoe 
called,  are  universally  despised; 
and  where  thebeaid  Is  perndttad 
to  be  worn,  as   in   Indxi^  iti 
dimensions  and   trimming  are 
often   the   subject   of  predie 
regulations.       ^miiImi^    mssBt 
formerly  to  stifle,  from  Bnike, 
who   was    hung    in    1819  for 
murder  by  suffocation  of  penoos 
whose  bodies  he  sold  to  so^geooi 
for  dissecting. 

Bam  (thieves),  cheat;  hmnmt, 
swindlers  with  dice  and  cards; 
hwmi,  infected  with  venereil 
disease  (New  York  Slang  I>io- 
tionary). 

Bamer  (old  slang),  an  acute  fonn 
of  a  certain  stage  of  a  oontagioas 
disease. 

Burr,  to  (Marlborough  Colkge). 
to  fight. 

Barra-beebee  (Anglo-Indian).  » 
great  lady,  a  grande  damSt  * 
lady-swelL   (Gypsy),  Mrs  k^ 


Burra — Bushel. 
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TkU  u  a  kind  of  slang  word  i4>pUed  in 
Aaf^Indian  society  to  the  lady  who 
daams  precedence  at  a  party.— wfii^f^A^/w- 

TKe  ladies  carry  their  turrm  hihiski^ 
into  the  steamers  when  they  go  to  Eng- 
land. My  friend  endeavoored  in  vain  to 
penoade  them  that  whatever  their  social 
iaportaoce  in  the  City  of  Palaces,  they 
vook!  be  hot  small  folk  in  London.— 
yjicpmrnfm  FmlUmnd:  Ch&wCkow, 


(Aiiglo-Indian)i  a 
gnmd  feast,  a  big  dinner.  In 
English  gypsy,  h&ro  KaJthen^ 
from  the  same  Indian  roots. 


■ahib  (Anglo-Indian),  the 
chief,  or  head,  or  master.  A 
great  man. 


(sporting),  Uvely  pace,  smart 
raoOy  spurt. 

Dvring  "  a  good  hnrst "  one  of  the  hunt 
lost  both  "  sight  and  sound  "  of  the  pack, 
and  riding  along  almost  disconsolate  over* 
took  a  **  yokel,"  and  at  once  asked  him  if 
ht  had  seen  the  "  hare  and  hounds." 
"  Ees,  zir,  I  seed  a  dog  chasing  a  hare." 
"  Which  way  were  they  going?" 
"  Ah,  sir,  I  can't  tell  'ee  that ;  all  I  could 
tee  was  the  dog  was  having  the  best  of  it." 
-^pprting  Times, 


(old  cant),  **hwryvng  a 
wife**  signifies  the  feast  given 
by  an  apprentice  on  the  comple- 
tion of  his  term  of  apprentice- 
ship, and  becoming  a  free  man, 
to  set  np  in  business  for  himself. 
(Common), "  fruryMitzamoll,"  for- 
saking a  wife  or  mistress. 

Bos   (common),  abbreviation    of 
omnibus. 

An  experiment  was  recently  made  of  a 
female  oauubos  conductor  on  the  new  line 


between  Piccadilly  Circus  and  King's 
Cross.  She  only  lasted  a  day.  Most  pro- 
bably she  met  with  an  offer  of  marriage 
and  closed  her  connection  with  one  hu  to 
get  another  as  legitimate. — LontUm  Court 
Journal, 

(Theatrical),  contraction  of 
"  business."  Pronounced  hvi. 
The  dramatic  aotioi^  of  a  play 
is  described  in  all  written  parts 
as  huM,  The  dnmb  show  de- 
scribed in  Hamlet  is  all  hiz. 
Biz  is  also  applied  to  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  the  theatre, 
as  "good  hiz"  or  "bad  6w." 
(Anglo-Indian),  but/'*  Bnongh  I " 
"  Hold  hard  I "  "  Stop  there  I " 
"  That  will  do  1 "  "  Hold  your 
horses  I  ** 

(American),  "  to  hwt"  to 
pmich,  probably  from  "  burst.'* 
"  I'll  bvts  your  head  "  is  a  com- 
mon threat. 

Bnshed  (up  country  Australian), 
lost  in  the  bush  or  uncleared 
country  primarily,  and  hence 
bewildered. 

Desmard  was  on  these  occasions  always 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  boys,  for  John 
feared  that  he  might  get  busked;  but  he 
himself  and  the  other  boy  went  separately. 
—'A,  C.  Grant. 

(Common),  "  htuhed  on," 
much  pleased.  "  I  am  awfully 
butked  on,*'  that  takes  my 
fancy. 

(Old  slang),  applied  to  a  poor 
man  without  money.  "He's 
completely  buzhed"  ie.,  desti- 
tute. 

Bushel,  to  (American),  to  repair 
garments.  German  bUzzen,  to 
mend,    hence    "bnsheler,"    a 
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Bushel-bubby — Bass. 


tailor's  assistant,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  repair  garments 
(Bartlett). 

Bushel-bubby  (old  slang),  a  large 
and  full-breasted  woman. 

Bushwhacken  (West  Indian), 
men  who  squat  alive  in  the 
"  bush/'  leading  an  idle,  useless 
existenoe. 

(American),  during  the  Civil 
War  guerillas  or  irregulars 
were  called  '*  bushwackers."  To 
*'  bushwack"  a  boat  is  to  draw 
it  along  by  seizing  the  bushes 
on  the  banks. 

Bushy  park  (rhyming  slang),  a 
lark.  "A  man  who  is  poor  is 
said  to  be  '  in  huthy  park,*  or 
*  in  the  park '  "(Yaux's  Memoirs). 

Business  (theatrical),  the  move- 
ments of  the  actors,  their  look 
and  tone. 

The  success  of  one  of  these  pieces  de- 
pends  not  upon  verbal  joking,  good  or 
bad,  but  upon  btuintss.-Saturtiay  Re- 
view. 

Playing  well  or  ill,  according  to  the  mood 
in  which  she  may  happen  to  be,  an  actress 
of  Madame  Bernhardt's  trempe  naturally 
varies  her  business. — Times. 

(Singers),  singing  profession- 
ally. 

She  began  her  business  in  a  deep  sweet 
voice. — Thackeray :  History  o/PendeHms. 

(American),  '*  the  hxuintU' 
end,"  the  end  of  any  object  which 
is  put  to  practical  use.  The  lun- 
ri«M-end  of  a  mule  is  his  heels. 

If,  on  an  occasion  of  this  nature,  one 
stationed  himself  behind  the  door,  and,  as 
a  sort  of  preliminary  warning  to  the  others. 


greeted  the  fint  intcrioper  widi  the  kmk' 
wrjf-cnd  of  a  boot-JAck,  he  would  be  BHaDf 
certain  of  a  liTely  one-sided  mfaoDdsttad- 
ing  that  might  ead  dinutronalytoliHMdt 
—J,  SUPtm:  Aratmd  tkg  Wm/Umm 
Bicycle, 

Busk,  buakinfif  (trade),  eipkiaed 
by  quotation. 

They  obtain  a  livelihood  by  hmAoi^  u 
it  is  termed,  or,  in  other  woida,  by  oftxag 
these  goods  for  sale  only  at  the  ban  orn 
the  tap^rooms  and  parkmxs  of  Xaamokr' 
H,  MmyJUw:  Lmulam  LeAeur  mad  Ik 
Lend^m  Poor, 

From  a  fumitore  carter  of  thii  dcieri^ 
tion  I  received  some  most  ihodring  dttk 
of  having  to  busk  it,  as  this  talldaf  atas 
goods  for  sale  is  called  by  those  ia  Ae 
trade. — H,  Mayhew:  Londem  Lmkmr  mi 
the  London  Poor, 

(Low  actors),  getting  ODe*i 
living  on  the  road,  by  ndti' 
tions  in  tap-rooms,  &c;  pco- 
bably  from  bwkin. 

Busking  is  going  into  pubUc-hooKS  nd 
playing  and  singing  and  dandng.^' 
Mayhew :  London  Labour  and  the  Leeim 
Poor. 

(Tramps),  singing. 

Buskers  (popular),  men  who  go 
about  performing,  singiiigr  ^ 
playing  in  a  low  way  in  th0 
streets  or  in  public-houses. 

Then  Mary  Jones  happened  to  meet 
A  tumbler  whose  real  name  was  i^Vf 

John  Brown, 
While  slanging  one  day  in  the  meet. 
His  form  so  attractive,  his  figure  so  acilt 
So  unlike  common  buskers  was  be. 
So  plea.^g  his  tricks  she  eacfaaoMl  ^ 

came, 
And  soon  forgot  all  about  ne. 

— /.  Lloyd :  The  PiyiH  l^- 

Buss.    See  Bub. 


Bust — Bustle. 
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res),  a  bnrglaiy. 

I,  final  Gty  Road.  rem.  for  a 
n,''BieaDS  that  William  .  .  . 
pdkd  to  leave  his  congenial 
Gtf  Road  as  he  is  remanded 
r,  and  anticipates  two  years' 
-JPflr.  /.  W,  HonUy:  Joi- 

.  Military  Academy),  to 
1 5iift,  to  go  to  town  for 
snt. 

loan),  a  burst,  a  frolic, 
oh,  a  spree.  The  ref er- 
ihe  following  paragraph 
American  Minister  to 
who  was  said  to  have 
I  in  a  &usf  of  unwonted 
de. 

has  appeared  recently  upon 
he  Vice-Presidents."  Some- 
lie  kusts  Kil  Foreign  Ministers 
B  more  of  current  interest. — 

'68),  to  &tt«f,  to  inform,  to 
'  to  commit  a  burglary. 
m),  to  destroy. 

by  this  time  jined  by  a  large 
ther  Southern  patrits,  who 
erin,  "  Hang  the  bald-headed 
and  bust  up  his  immoral  ex- 
Artemus  Ward. 

)opular),   a    small   new 

mod  also  "  burster ;  "  a 

worth  of  bees-wax  and 

frtw(«r,"  t.£.,  bread  and 

at  it,  I  can't  get  at  it, 
e  faggots  tho'  they  smell. 
he  penny 's  down  the  well, 
et  at  it,  I  can't  get  at  it. 
I'd  have  a  btuter  but  it's  all 
I 

— Song. 

rican),  anything  large  in 
linking  bout,  a  man  of 
rength. 


He  tackled  some  of  their  regular  busttrs 
and  they  throwed  him. — Mark  Twain : 
Dry  Diggings. 

(Australian),  southerly  hwier, 
southerly  wind  of  great  yio- 
lence. 

(Thieves),  a  burglar. 

(Common),  anything  large, 
of  extra  size ;  a  spurt. 

At  frequent  intervals  during  the  day, 
the  cattle,  animated  by  a  sudden  impulse* 
broke  back  and  made  a  determined  charge 
through  the  drivers,  with  their  heads 
turned  homewards.  Whenever  this  took 
place,  the  overseer,  after  turning  them 
round,  gave  the  mob  a  busier  at  a  severe 
pace  during  the  next  half  hour  to  take  the 
wind  out  of  l\itni.^Nichols :  Wild  Lift 
and  Adventure  in  ike  Australian  Bush. 

Wot  odds  arter  all  ?  We're  jest  dittos :  I'm 

not  bad  at  bottom,  sez  you. 
Well,  thank  ye  for  nothink,  my  joker.    As 

long  as  I've  bullion  to  blue, 
I  mean  to  romp  round  a  rare  buster,  lark, 

lap,  take  the  pick  of  the  fun. 
And,  bottom  or  top,  good  or  bad,  keep  my 

heye  on  one  mark— Number  One  I 

— Punch. 

Bustle,  a  dress-improver,  the  pro- 
tuberance behind  on  a  woman's 
dress.  Before  1855  and  1856 
ladies  had  begun  to  wear  crino- 
line and  skeleton  skirts.  Then 
came  the  hvaiUt  an  artificial 
appendage  intended  to  produce 
the  impression  that  the  wearer 
had  a  full  glutc  x  maximum  or 
iiant.  Of  late  it  lias  assumed 
enormous  dimensions,  fax  sur- 
passing anything  characteristic 
of  the  most  fully  developed 
Hottentot  Venus. 

"  Nothing  has  outstripped  the  bustle  in 
its  gigantic  strife  for  prodigious  excellence. 
It  b  remarkable  that  this  form  of  fashion, 
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which  ha^  never  been  literally  to  the  front, 
lias  still  left  all  other  rivals  behind.  .  .  . 
We  can  recall  when  this  startlingly  repro- 
ductive fruit  received  tlie  distinct  impetus 
which  ha<  borne  it  through  sucoesuve 
stages  to  the  present  extraordinary  condi- 
tion  of  development."  (The  writer  here 
displays  great  knowledge  in  proving  that 
it  was  the  use  of  htsiUs  during  the  Ameri- 
can war,  as  places  for  concealing  valu> 
.'.Lies,  which  led  to  tlicir  increase  in  the 
United  States.)  "At  this  crisis  the  tntiU 
jilaycd  a  historic  part.  It  became  a  ufe 
d<?i>oi>it  vault  for  imperilled  jewellery  and 
plate. 

"  ^^^len  the  hustle  shall  have  Ijeen  de- 
velope<I  to  its  probable  limit,  the  lady  who 
wears  one  will  certainly  e»cape  recogni- 
tion,  if  not  observation.  Our  attention 
was  lately  called  to  a  bustle  of  .the  pneu- 
matic species,  lliis  is  a  graft  of  the  bulb 
variety,  and  is  filled  with  atmospheric 
oxygen,  and  it  was  propelling  a  young 
lady  iK'n.tre  it,  much  as  a  perambulator  Is 
advanced  by  a  nurse.  This  hurtle  was  the 
ailmiration  that  day  of  the  entire  city  of 
AuiM^ta.  She  wore  a  terra-cotta  chimney- 
pot hat,  and  what  with  the  pneumatic 
tusiU,  the  1  cautiful  creature  closely  resem- 
bled a  rural  summer  cott.'ij:;e  with  a  stove- 
flue  fixed  at  one  end." — History  of  the 
Dustle  :  Creefuboro  {Go.)  Home  JoumaL 

(Poinilar),  money. 
To    huiHty    to    tie    up    into 
bundles  or  to  make  bunches. 

Bustled  (common),  confused, 
puzzled. 

Busy-sack  (popular),  a  carx)et- 
bag. 

Butcha  (Anglo-Indian),  the  young 
of  any  animal. 

Butcher,  the  (American),  a  boy 
who  is  allowed  to  |)ass  through 
the  line  of  **  cars"  or  carriages 
on  a  railway  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  a  groat  variety  of  articles. 


He  Is  genenlly  ocnndtted,  tci 
judge  \tj  (he  tenor  of  the  n- 
marksaadanecddtesintheBeii* 
papers,  as  an  intoleiBble  aimoT- 
ancc.  He  leaves  with  efsy 
passenger,  noleat  rotou,  nen* 
papers,  books,  sweets,  frdftt 
toys,  &C.,  all  of  which  most  be 
carefully  guarded,  or  retimed 
if  not  purchased,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  incurring  that  wnlimitid 
"  sass ''  in  which  youths  of  kas 
class  are  generally  so  profidoU. 
The  f oUowing  incident,  from  the 
tkiroii  Prte  Prtsif  gives  a  faith- 
ful ])icture  of  the  temptatiflBi 
offered  by  the  butcher ,-— 

On  a  Michigmn  centTBl  train  Ae  ollMr 
day  as  the  bmtcktr  came  into  the  car  litk 
a  Ixisket  of  oranges,  an  old  mai^  iHmmi 
wife  sat  beside  him,  was  very  anxiov  to 
buy  half-a-dozen,  but  she  waved  the  bof 
on  with,  "  He  can't  have  'em.  He  Dcnr 
eats  one  without  the  juice  runs  dova  <* 
his  shirt  bosom." 

(Common),  the  king  at  cards, 
called  ten  hauf  in  French  dang. 

(Prison),  the  butcher  is  a  nick- 
name for  the  doctor.  Other- 
wise termed  **  sawbonMi'* 
"  croaker." 

Butcher's  dog  (common),  "to  lis 
like  a  hutcher't  dag^*  tAi  ^ 
the  beef  without  touching  iU^ 
to  lie  beside  a  woman  vitho^ 
sexual  intercourse. 

Butcher's  mourning  (popnbr).  a 
white  hat  with  a  moaniDg 
band. 

Butler-English  (Anglo-Indian).* 
kind  of  pidgin-EngUsh  spolut 
in  the  Madras  Presidency. 


Butieker — BuUon-buster, 
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a  iIk^,  from  the  Italian 
A  coxioiis  variation  of 
Old    is     **  butter-ken/' 
HtUeka  OT  hoodiha, 

I  (oommon),  to  praise  a 
CO  flagrantij ;  "  to  pass 
n-  boat/'  is  to  indulge 

0  dinners  in  laudatory 

1  the  prominent  or  dis- 
6d  persons  who  are  pre- 
"ha  phrase  has  its  coun- 
in  the  Scottish  proverb, 
me  and  I'll  claw  you  J' 
irtt  to  praise,  and  signi- 
?ndae  me  and  111  praise 
The  English  proverb, 
Ofds  UUi€r  no  parsnips," 
rise  in  a  kindred  idea. 

him,  tmst  me.  Nothing  com* 
eggar  like  a  bit  of  praise  when 
— C.  KtngsUy :   Two   Years 

bet^  to  (old  slang),  to 
it  by  twice  or  thrice  its 
>imt. 

mn  (old  slang),  a  woman 
■ectly  after  cohabitation 
e  noan,  allows  another 
ace  her. 

pen  (cricketers),  an  epi- 
lied  to  a  "  fielder  "  who 
b  hold  a  ball  which  he 
catch. 

ip  (rhyming  slang),  a 
bt  cart. 

(nautical),    a    sailor's 
r  a  river  barge. 

(common),  a  street- 
\  common  prostitute. 


You  jade  I  III  rarish  yoa  I  You  hut' 
tockl  I'm  a  justice  of  the  peace,  sirrah  t 
Soldier^s  Foriume,  x68i. 

The  bands  and  the  buttocks  that  lived 
there  around. 
Came  flocking  hither. 

— Poor  Robin,  1694. 

Wi'  niefu'  face  an*  signs  o'  grace, 

I  paid  the  buttock  hire ; 
The  night  was  dark,  and  throush  the  park 

I  couldna  but  convoy  her. 

Robert  Bums :  On  the  Cuttie  Stool, 

Buttock  and  file  (old  cant),  a  shop 
lifter. 

The  same  oqsacity  which  qualifies  a 
mill-ben,  a  bridle-cull,  or  a  buttock  a$»dJiU 
to  arrive  at  any  degree  of  eminence  in  his 
profession  would  likewise  raise  a  man  in 
what  the  world  esteem  a  more  honourable 
calling. — Fielding:  Jonathan  Wild. 

Buttock  and  tongue  (old  slang), 
a  scolding,  shrewish  wife. 

Buttock-ball  (old  slang),  cohabita- 
tion. 

Buttock-broker  (old  slang),  a  pro- 
curess, and  in  society  a  match- 
making woman. 

Buttocking^-shop  (common),  a 
brothel.  The  corresponding  ex- 
pression in  the  French  slang  is 
magcain  de  feues. 

Button  (old  cant),  a  shilling,  now 
a  bad  one.  (Streets),  a  decoy 
sham  purchaser. 

The  Cheap  Johns  have  a  man  or  a  boy 
to  look  after  the  horse  .  .  .  and  sometimes 
at  a  fair  to  hawk  or  act  a<t  a  button  (decoy) 
to  purchase  the  first  lot  of  goods  put  up. — 
H.  Mayhcw :  London  Labour  and  tkg 
London  Poor. 

Button-buster  (theatrical),  a  really 
humorous   low   comedian,  one 
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who  excites  the  risible  faculties 
so  strongly  that  the  aaditon 
laugh  until  they  burst  their 
buttons. 

Buttoner  (card-sharpers),  a  con- 
federate who  entices  *'  pigeons  " 
into  playing. 

Button  on  (printers),  see  Pan 
ON  and  GuoppEB  ON.  An 
expression  frequently  used  by 
print<;rs,  equivalent  to  **  making 
buttons,"  *'  fit  of  the  blues,"  or 
"  down  in  the  dumps.' 


f> 


Button  pound  (provincial),  money, 
literally  money  that  can  be 
pocketed. 

Buttons  (common),  a  page. 

Our  present  girl  is  aD  awful  slowcoadi ; 
btit  wc  hope  some  day  to  sport  buttons,-—' 
E.  li.  Ramsay:  Reminiscences  of  Scottish 
Li/e  and  Character. 

Button  up,  to  (Stock  Exchange, 
American).  When  in  a  falling 
market  a  broker  has  made  an 
unprofitable  purchase,  and  keeps 
the  matter  secret,  he  is  said  to 
button  up. 

Butty  (Cheap  Jacks),  a  partner. 
(Provincial),  a  companion  or 
partner  in  a  piece  of  contract 
work. 

A  fiufty  collier  is  one  who  contracts  with 
the  mine  owner  to  raise  the  coal  at  so 
much  per  ton,  employing  other  men  to  do 
the  actual  work.  'l*hc  word  is  from  the 
gipsy  dialed.  A  "  booty  pal "  is  a  fellow- 
workman,  literally  a  "work  brother."  In 
the  mouths  of  navvies  or  rough  workman 
"pal"  would  soon  be  dropped,  ami  bnt^ 
would  represent  the  original  phrase. — 
FAiezer  Edwards:  Words^  Feuts,  and 
Phrases. 


( Army),  oonmde,  oham.  (Fo- 
pular),  a  policeman's  iwiirtint 

Buy  a  prop  (Stock  Ezchugeki 
recoomiendation  signifying  tbal 
the  market  is  fiat  and  there  ii 
nobody  to  support  it. 

Buy  his  time,  to  (American). 
Before  the  war  slaves  often 
bought  themaelYes  free  by  in- 
stalments, paying  down  so  much 
money  at  a  stated  time.   Wben, 

.  for  instance,  a  slave  had  tha* 
paid  half  the  money,  half  of 
his  time  would  be  his  own.  It 
happened  thus  that  a  man  of 
colour  who  was  half  redeemed 
fell  into  a  flood  and  nantnrly 
escaped  drowning.  On  being 
asked  what  his  thoughts  were 
on  finding  himself  so  near  destb, 
he  replied  that  he  couldn't  help 
thinking  what  a  fool  a  man  irif 
to  risk  money  "  in  such  unaarten 
property  as  niggers."  Many 
negroes  also  hired  their  ovn 
time,  pa3dng  so  much  per  day 
or  week  for  it,  trusting  to  ean 
more. 

Buz  or  bnzz,  to  (cooomon),  to 
share  equally  whait  remains  in 
a  bottle,  or  to  pour  out  the  last 
drops  from  a  decanter. 

Get  some  more  port,  whilst  I  ha  tbii 
bottle  here.— TAooErmr :  ^>w(F  ^'"^• 

(American,  according  to  Bait- 
lett,  but  quite  as  much  English), 
to  pick  pockets  while  engaging 
a  victim  in  conversation,  v 
while  a  confederate  does  to, 
t.e.,  while  "  bnuing  **  to  him. 


Bus — Buzzer. 
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of  other  Yisltors  know  to  their 
bej  were  buxM^  The  Plunger 
nCe-caue,  containing  over  ;C3oo 
eactracted  from  his  fob. — Bird  o' 

•  in  thieves'  slang  was  ori- 
J  to  whisper;  it  is  now 
an  in  the  sense  of  talking 
jentiallj  or    earnestly  to 

'  yon  talking  to  Blank  on  the 
y  toere* 

1^  yoa  to  vote  for  him  ?  " 

on  can't  do  it." 

X)at(^  him  so?" 

not  right  away." 

were  you  waiting  for  ?  " 

I  didn't  tell  him  so  until  I  had 

the  loom  of  fs,  and  he  said  he 

e  it." — Detfvit  Frte  Press. 

pular),  to  talk,  to  make  a 

'blue  buxaediox  a  bit. 

Fy  young  Wiscount  in  barnacles, 

i  wot  'e  thought  a'  it. 

— Punch. 

ke  (thieves),  a  pickpocket. 


**  bazsers  "  or  pickpocket, 
a  young  pickpocket. 


Also 


(Australian  convicts' 
,  most  likely  taken  out  to 
ilia  by  the  convicts  trans- 
l  thither. 

z,  in  his  *'  Memoirs  of 
3t  Life  in  Australia,"  says : 
COM  or '  buz-gloak,'  a  pick- 
i ;  a  person  who  is  clever 
B  practice  is  said  to  be 
•d  buz.' " 

n  (thieves),  a  thief;  an 
ler. 

per  (old  slang),  a  con- 
,  one  who  ''knape"  or  takes 


Buznapper's  academy,  a  school 
in  which  young  thieves  were 
trained.  Figures  were  dressed 
up  and  experienced  tutors  stood 
in  various  difficult  attitudes  for 
the  boys  to  practise  upon.  When 
clever  enough  they  were  sent 
on  the  streets.  Dickens  gives 
full  particulars  of  this  old  style 
of  business  in  "Oliver  Twist" 
(Hotten). 

Buznapper's  kinchin  (old  cant), 
a  watchman. 

Buzzard  (American),  an  oppres- 
sive, arrogant  person,  jealous  of 
rivalry,  and  vindictive.  The 
Wiggins  alluded  to  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  is  a  celebrated 
though  not  very  succcs.«»ful 
American  weather-prophet. 

Wiggins  pronounces  Professor  Proctor 
"a  ^M2A<n/ among  scientists  devouring 
every  young  man  whom  he  fmds  making 
any  pretensions."  If  he  can  succeed  in 
eliminating  the  pretentious  Wiggins,  the 
country  will  rise  up  as  one  man  and  call 
him  Wei&itA,— Chicago  Tribunt. 

Buzzard  dollar  (^Vmerican),  so 
called  from  the  eagle  on  it, 
which  captious  critics  think 
looks  like  a  turkey-&uj2arrf. 

The  waiters  all  expect  something  from 
you.  They  are  very  cunning,  and  always 
bring  plenty  of  small  change,  so  that  if 
one  is  inclined  to  give  he  can  find  no  ex- 
c\ise.  They  will  take  anything  you  give 
them,  from  a  nickel  up  to  a  buzzard  dollar ^ 
and  look  happy.— CAiVajv  Tribune, 

Buzzer  (thieves),  a  pickpocket. 
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Buzz-gloak  (old),  a  pickpocket. 

He  who  rarreptitiously  accumalates 
bustle  is  in  fact,  nothing  better  than  a 
buzz-ghak.—Lord  Lytton:  Pmui  Clif- 
ford. 

By-chop    (old),    an   illegitimate 
child. 

By  George  I  a  vulgar  ejaculation. 

By  golly  I  a  mild  oath. 


Bygmnl  (American),  a  mild  oiUl 

One  night  ihe  was  gone,  hypnm  I 
Bat  as  fooo  as  ever  I  m^sed  her. 

From  the  kin^  for  a  gUu  of  ran, 
I  bought  her  younger  uster. 

— rAtf  SaUmJ  of  WUlimm  Uf^. 

By  Jingo  I  (common),  an  ezduu- 
tion  denoting  sarprise,  indigu- 
tion,  defiance.    See  Jingo. 

By  the  wind  (nautical),  bard  sp. 
in  pecuniary  need. 


[AB  (common),  a  bro- 
thel. The  term  arises 
from  the  fact  that 
four  -  wheeled  cabs 
arc  sometimes  used 
for  certain  purposes. 

The  French  arjrot  describes 
a  foiir-wheclc<l  cab  as  hordd 
amhuUiui. 

(University),  explained  by 
quotation. 

'l*hose  who  can't  aflford  a  coach,  get  a 
ctiby  alias  a  crib,  alUs  a  traiisUlion. — 
C.  Bcde :  Virdant  Grvcn. 

(Tinker),  a  cabbage. 

Cabbage  ( tailors  and  dressmakers). 
This  is  given  us  a  cant  word  for 
private  theft  by  dictionaries  of 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  but  it  is  used  now  in  a 
slangy  sense  only  in  reference 
to  the  j)urloining  by  tailors  of 
pieces  of  cloth. 

l)i.i  any  one  ever  yet  hear  of  a  working 
tailor  who  was  |>ra"f  ajjainst  misappropria- 
tion of  his  neighbour's  goods,  or,  as  he  play- 


fully designates  it,  caMagrf  If  it  ooc  a 
standard  joke  in  the  trade  this  fisMv^' 
Did  one  ever  hear  of  a  tailor  being  shsaaed 
by  his  fellow- workmen,  or  avoided  bylw 
neighbours,  on  account  of  his  predilectioi 
for  cabbagci  Yet  what  is  it  bqtanoihff 
word  for  "  theft  '  ?— /.  GrwwwsUl  Sn» 
Curses  (/  Londcn, 

Formerly  carlxtqt, 

Lupcz  for  the  outside  of  his  «ite  bu 

paide ; 
But,  for  his  heart,  he  cannot  1m«  * 

made; 
I'he  reason  is,  his  credit  cannot  Kvt 
The  inwArd  carhage  for  his  ckiatlM»  v 

yet. 

—Herrkk:  IfesferUtu 

Wright  gives  the  foUowin? 
definition  of  cabbage  used  as  a 
verb,  **to  purloin  or  embenle, 
as  pieces  of  cloth,  after  catting 
out  a  garment ;  properly  id^ 
originally  to  cut  off  the  bM^b 
of  cabbages,  and  occAsiooaUy 
also  such  as  are  not  our  ovs 
but  belong  to  others."  Thisfle- 
rivation  is  borne  out  by  the  oU 
French  ea6u«tr,todeceiTe,cbeii> 


Cabbage-head — Cabobblcd. 
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from,  oabuSt  a  white-headed  cab- 
bage 

Cabbagfe-head  (common),  a^oft- 
headcd  person. 

Cabbager  (common),  a  tailor. 
Formerly  cabbage  contractor. 

Cabbage-tree  mob  (obsolete  Aus- 
tralian slang),  now  called  '*  lar- 
rikins,'* not  quite  equivalent  to 
the  London  street  rough  or 
loafer,  because  they  generally 
are  or  might  be  in  prosperous 
circumstances.  Thus  called  on 
account  of  the  emblem  of  their 
order  being  the  low-crowned 
cabbage-palm  liat. 

Th«re  arc  to  be  founJ  round  the  (loors 
of  the  Sydney  'rhe;itre,  a  sort  of  loid'crs 
known  as  the  cai>h,»£e-trtce  Mi.f6,  a  cla-^ 
whom,  in  the  sjjirit  of  the  ancient  tymnt, 
one  might  excusably  wUh  had  but  one  ni)se 
in  order  to  make  it  a  bloody  one. — LUut.' 
Col.  Munday :  Our  Anti/aJiS. 

The  modem  larrikin  has  ex- 
changed the  eabbar/ctrcc  for  a 
black  wideawake  felt  hat  (hence 
calle<lthe  "larrikin  hat''),  which 
he  wears  with  its  brim  turne<l 
down.  The  clothes  he  most 
affects  are  "  shiny  black,"  with 
a  velvet  collar,  and  his  boots 
have  ridiculously  high  heels. 

Cabbagites.  SeeCABBAUE-TREE 
Mob. 

Unaware  of  the  propensities  of  the  ca^- 
kagitesy  he  was  by  them  furiously  as5uiilcd 
for  no  better  reason,  apparently,  th:in  I>^- 
cause,  like  "Noble  Percy, "  "he  wore  hi<i 
beaver  up."— Z^^w/.-C«/.  Munday:  Our 
Anti^odtt, 


Cab-bilking  (common),  cheating 
a  cabman  out  of  his  fare. 

Some  of  the  methods  of  cab-bilking  are 
very  artful  and  curious.  One  is  to  order 
a  Jehu  to  set  down  n  fare  at  a  restaurant 
or  tavern  h.iving  n  back  entrance  in  another 
street,  and  to  await  the  return  of  the  latter 
for  a  few  minutus.  On  this  beiii^;  done, 
the  ridct,  after  partaking;  of  refreshments, 
decamps  by  that  exit,  to  the  lovs  and  indig- 
nation of  tlie  driver,  who  often  only  learns 
that  the  hirer  has  defrauded  him  after 
waiting  for  a  long  time  beyond  that  which 
he  has  been  asked  to  stay.— 67^^'^. 

Cabby  (genernl),  driver  of  a  cab. 

No  woiulcr  Lord  Ronald  Gowcr  is  popu- 
lar among  t  -r  b:es.  I<ai>t  ni;;ht  he  presided 
over  the  meeting  (»f  ll»e  Cibdrivers'  A-^so- 
ciation,  and  in  his  s|>ccch  lie  remarked  that 
"  he  always  j;ave  c^d'hy  wlut  he  Cillcd  the 
inevitable  extra  sixf^-nce,  particularly  if 
lie  found  th.it  the  diivcr  was  kind  to  his 
\\at^'— Globe. 

Cable-hanger  (nautical),  a  person 
catching  oys^ters  in  the  river 
Medway,  not  free  of  the  fi&hory 
(Smyth). 

Cab-moll  (common),  a  prostitute 
in  a  brothel. 

Cabob,  kibob.  khabaub  (Anglo- 
Indian),  used  in  Anglo-Indian 
households  for  any  kind  of  roast 
meat.  Proi>crly  it  is  applicable 
to  small  slices  of  meat  on 
skewers,  with  slices  of  onion 
and  green  ginger  between  them, 
the  whole  being  sca"*oned  with 
pepper  and  salt,  butter,  &c.  In 
a  plainer  form  it  is  common  in 
Venice,  and  perhaps  in  all  pat  ts 
of  Italy. 

Cabobbled  (nautical),  confused, 
puzzled. 
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Caboodle — Cackling-^hete. 


Caboodle  (American),  a  New  Eng- 
land expression,  originally  nsed 
by  coasting  sailors.  It  means 
t  ho  entire  i)arty ,  all  the  set  or 
clique.  It  is  x)robably  a  slang 
modification  of  the  Spanish 
word  cahildo,  which  means  the 
same  thing. 

Cackle  (circus),  the  dialogue  of  a 
play.  Some  actors  seek  to  de- 
rive this  word  from  cacalogy. 
It  is,  however,  far  more  likely 
to  have  been  derived  by  the 
equestrian  perfoniiers,  who  in- 
troduced and  popularised  it, 
from  the  more  homely  "cluck, 
cluck  "  of  the  humble  barn-door 
fowl,  after  the  process  of  laying 
an  egg. 

When  manager  of  Astley's,  the 
prrcat  Ducrow,  who  shared  the 
I  hatred  which  his  cnift  has 
always  more  or  less  entertained 
towards  the  actor,  was  wont  to 
apostrophise  the  jHjrformers  in 
his  equestrian  drama  after  this 
ffi^hion :  '*  Come,  I  say,  you 
mummers "  (see  Mummers), 
*'  cut  your  cclcUc,  and  come  to 
the  'osses  1 " 

(Roughs),  talk. 

He  was  dabs  at  the  cackle.— Punch, 

Cackle-chucker  (theatrical),  the 
prompter,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
"chuck  out"  the  words,  i.e.,  to 
prompt  the  actors  when  they 
forget,  or  don't  know  the  words 
— a  matter  of  rare  occurrence 
amongst  the  hierarchy  of  Eng- 
lish actors.  As  a  rule,  the 
prompter  is  the  hardest  worked 
and  the  worst  paid  m:in  in  the 


theatre.  Notwitlistanding  his 
proverbial  industiy  and  abilitj, 
under  no  concatenation  of  dr- 
cnmstanoes  has  a  prompter  erar 
been  known  to  "  give  the 
word"  at  the  precise  moment 
when  it  is  wanted.  One  of  our 
most  famous  stage-managen,  i 
well-known  tragedian,  is  wont 
to  afllrm  with  gprim  homonr  that 
he  has  observed  during  a  pro- 
longed experience  that  the  first 
qualification  for  a  prompter  ii 
**  not  to  know  how  to  prompt." 

Cackle  merchant  (theatrical),  the 
author  of  a  play. 

Cackler  (popular),  talker. 

The  captain  was  a  KOod-kx>king  fellov, 
and  a  good  fellow,  too.  '*  He  ain't  oukIi 
of  a  cackUr"  thought  Susie,  wbeo  tbej 
had  sat  together  for  a  little  while.— i4ii|> 
Simpers  Half  Holiday. 

(Thieves),  a  fowl;   "prig  of 
cacldcr^**  one  who  steals  fowls. 

Cackler *s  ken  (thieves),  hen  roost 

Cackle-tub  (common  ^,  a  pulpit 
Very  old  slang,  but  still  in  ate. 

"  Jack,  he  goes  to  church,"  said  H«»i 
lifting  her  eyebrows  dubiously,  "I  <loot 
rightly  know  to  what  shop,  and  it's  loo  far 
off,  maybe,  and  I  ain't  got  a  prayer-book; 
but  I  sorter  think  if  yerll  borrow  Lacf't 
chair  to  wheel  me,  I'll  go  and  sit  nader  the 
cackU'iub  in  Little  Bethel  next  Sasdaj •' 
Savage:  London. 

Cackling-chete  (old  cant),  a  fowl 

She  has  a  cackling^keti^  a  gninliiC' 
chete,  ruff  pecke,  cassan  and  poplair  of 
yarura. — T.  H airman:  Catfeat. 

i.e. ,  *'  She  has  a  fowl,  a  |Hg,  baooa,dwc9e. 
and  milk  porridge." 


CackUng-cove —  Cadger, 
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-  core     (popular    and 
I,  anaotor. 

'  fiuti  (old),  eggs. 

mmon).  The  word  is 
fllang  in  some  of  its 
It  has  varioDs  mcaniDgs, 

I  <»imibas  conductor. 

tod  proprietor,  knowinj;  Mr. 
alifications,  appointed  him  to 
office  of  cad  on  the  very  first 
•SktidUx  by  Bos(TM€  First 

uny  or  street  boy;  a  mean 
red  fellow ;  or  one  vulgar 
ng,  to  be  met  with,  like 
ob,  in  every  class  of 
,  Among  a  certain  class, 
len,    merchants,    work-. 

!ttn  ago,  and  even  later,  the 
of  the  labouring  classes  were 
he  soobs,  the  blackgiiards. — 
4lt^m  Locke. 

>ablic  schools  and  uni- 
•  the  t«rm  applies  to 
len.  Possibly  <lerivcd 
cadger,"  or  Irish  cadas^ 
,rag.  More  prolmbly  from 
sed  in  a  sen.sc  of  inferi- 
'*GBddee"is  a  provincial- 
'  npder  -  8cr>'ant,  and  in 
,  in  the  provinces,  cadti  is 
ame  sometimes  given  to 

half-witted  hanger-on, 
long  &nn-servant,  or  to 

"  Un  famcuz  cadet  "  is 
Bssion  used  bj  the  French 
contemptuous  manner, 
plied  to  a  puny  fellow 
ts  on  airs.  It  has  been 
ed  that  ead  comes  from 
)tch  Mdie,  a  term  for- 


merly applied  to  the  carriers  of 
sedan-chairs.  The  character 
and  occupation  of  these  men 
were  regarded  with  much  con- 
tempt. 

Caddy-butcher  (popular),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

The  calf  .  .  .  the  veterinary  surgeon 
had  advised  him  to  sell  it  to  some  caddy- 
butcher t  !.#.,  one  who  buys  hones  to  sell 
for  horse  meaL — Standard. 

Cade,  the  (society),  the  Burlington 
Arcade.  At  certain  times  of  the 
day  this  covered  walk  is  the 
lounge  of  fast  men  of  the  town 
and  the  better  class  of  the  demi' 
vionde. 

Cadge  to,  properly  to  beg ;  sup- 
posed to  be  derived  from  cadge, 
a  basket  carried  by  beggars,  in 
the  same  way  that  to  beg  is 
from  **  bag,"  originally  to  carry. 
Slungily  applied  to  waiters  who 
hong  about  for  a  gratuity. 

Mr. ha"»,  further,  my  congratulations 

on  the  excellence  of  the  waiters  employed. 
They  are  smart,  don'i  cadge^  and  are 
models  of  civility. — Sorting  Times. 

(Scholastic),  to  try  and  get 
I)upils  or  hints  by  sneaking 
means. 

Cadg^e-doak  (old  cant),  a  beggar. 

Cadgfcloedky  cnrtal,  or  curmudgeon,  no 
Whip-Jack,  palliard,  psurico  .  .  .  nor  any 
other  will  I  suffer.  —  Bamp/ylde  Atoort 
Carew. 

Cadger,  properly  a  trickster,  a 
tramp  or  vagabond  who  either 
begs  or  sells  small  articles  by 
the  way  as  he  tramps  from  place 
to  place. 
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Cadger — Cain. 


The  full  extent  of  the  society's  useful- 
ness, according  to  vulgar  prejudice,  is 
represented  by  the  unfortunate  cmdgtr 
pounced  on  in  the  act  of  receiving  alms, 
and  carried  befnv  a  magistrate  to  account 
for  that  enormous  iniquity.—/.  Grttmuood: 
Seven  Ctirses  of  Lcndon. 

Slang  meaning  explained  by 
quotation. 

I  may  here  remark  that  amongU  people 
of  my  bom  grade  no  one  is  so  contemptu* 
ously  regarded  as  he  who  is  known  as  a 
cadger.  The  meaning  they  set  on  the 
word  is  not  the  dictionary  meaning.  lUie 
cadger  with  them  is  the  whining  beggar— 
tlie  cowardly  impostor,  who,  being  driven 
or  finding  it  convenient  to  subsist  on  charity, 
goes  about  his  business  with  an  affectation 
of  profoundest  humility,  and  a  conscious- 
neiis  of  his  own  unworthiness  ;  a  sneaking, 
abject  wretch,  aiming  to  crop  a  meal  out  of 
the  despising  and  disgust  he  excites  in  his 
fellow-creatures.  — /.  Greenwood  :  The 
Little  Kagamuffins. 

Cadging,  properly  begging. 

I've  got  my  living  by  casting  fortins,  and 
begging,  and  cadgingy  and  such  like. — 
//.  KingxUy :  Geoffrey  Ilamlyn. 

I  don't  say  that  they  were  all  beggars— 
probably  not  more  than  a  third  of  them 
were — but  what  one  in  vain  looked  for  was 
the  "jolly  begg.ir,"  the  oft-quoted  and 
steadfastly  believed  in  personage  who 
scorns  work  because  he  can  "  make"  in  a 
day  three  times  the  wages  of  an  honest 
mechanic  by  the  simple  process  of  cadg- 
ing.^J.  Greenwood:  In  Strange  Com- 
pany. 

Slangily  applied  to  cabmen 
when  they  are  off  the  rank  solicit- 
ing fares,  or  to  waiters  who  hang 
about  and  fawn  for  a  gratuity. 

Cady  (popular),  a  hat,  from  an 
old  style  resembling  a  barrel. 
"Cade,"  provincial  English  for  a 
barrel  or  small  cask. 


Caffire'stiffhteiierCSoathAfiioia), 
bread  or  food  of  anj  kind,  u 
distinguished  from  drink. 

Cas:,  to  (schoolboys),  to  iiriUte 
(Hotten). 

Cage  (thieves),  a  xvison. 

Cagg,to  (military),  to  abstainfori 
certain  time  from  liquor,  (hoae, 
in  his  "Classical  Dictionaiyof 
the  Vulgar  Tongue,"  says, "  Thig 
is  a  military  term  used  by  pri- 
vate soldiers,  signifying  a  solemn 
vow  or  resolution  not  to  get 
drunk  for  a  certain  time,  or,  is 
the  term  is,  '  not  till  their  <^ 
is  out,*  which  vow  is  commoDlj 
observed  with  strictness  ;"<^m 
*'  I  have  cagged  myself  for  six 
months,"  **  Excuse  me  this  time 
and  I  will    eagg  for  a  jear." 
This  term  is  also  in  use  in  Scot- 
land. 

Cagmag  (popular),  scraps,  odds 
and  ends  of  butcher  meat,  on* 
palatable  food ;  properly  an  old 
goose. 

Cahoot,  in  (American),  to  be  in- 
timately concerned  with  anj 
one  in  an  afifair.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  came  from 
either  the  Dutch  KajuU  or  Ger- 
nmn  Kaj&te,  or  perhaps  the  same 
in  Old  Saxon,  meaning  a  cabin, 
implying  living  or  messing  to- 
gether. French  eahute,  a  hovBl, 
renders  this  more  probabla 

Cain  and  Abel  (rhyming  alaog), 
a  table. 


Cake — Calico. 


219 


(American  and  provincial 
English),  a  man  without  mach 
sense,  or  one  wanting  in  ideas ; 
not  so  mnch  a  fool  as  a  mere 
nothing.  A  weaker  form  is  ex- 
pressed by  saying,  "  He's  a  eahe 
only  half-baked."  This  expres- 
sion is  most  frequently  heard 
in  Philadelphia. 

"  To  take  the  cake''  to  sur- 
pass, excel,  to  be  first  in  any- 
thing. This  coincides  oddly, 
though  entirely  accidentally, 
with  a  conjectured  meaning  of 
the  origin  of  Pretzel  (7.  v.). 

He's  a1wa3rs  up  to  doing  folks, 
He*s  always  on  the  wake  ; 

He's  after  profit  when  he  jokes, 
On  that  *'  he  takes  the  caJte." 
—Queer  Bits. 


(popular),  soft,  foolish,  or 
empty-headed ;  from  the  pro- 
▼incial  English  "cake,"  a  foolish 
fellow. 

Cakey-pannnm- fencer  (street), 
a  street  pastry-cook. 

Calaboose  (American),  from  the 
Spanish  ealabozn,  the  common 
name  for  a  watch-house  or 
prison,  especially  in  New  Or- 
leans. 

I  went  on  board  de  oder  day. 
To  bear  wot  de  boatmen  had  to  say, 
Den  I  let  my  passion  loose. 
An'  dey  jammed  me  £ast  in  de  caiahoose. 

— Negro  Song. 

Cidciilate,  to  (American).  Al- 
though it  cannot  be  denied 
that  many  people  in  New  Eng- 
land often  use  the  word  calculate 
as  a  synonym  for  *'  guess,"  to 


express  every  form  of  thought, 
such  as  "to  esteem,  suppose, 
believe,  think,  expect,  intend," 
&c.,  this  is  far  from  being  uni- 
versally the  case.  Calculation 
sets  forth  a  more  deliberate  ac- 
tion of  the  mind,  and  is  more 
associated  with  thought.  A 
Yankee  will  generally  caletdaU 
the  chances  of  anything,  when 
he  would  not  guess  them.  Oale*' 
laUf  which  is  nothing  but  the 
result  of  rapid  conversation, 
may  be  h^d  in  England  as  in 
America. 

Calf  (common),  an  idiotic  or 
stupid  person  ;  calf-  headed, 
cowardly. 

She  had  a  girlish  fancy  for  the  good- 
looking  young  cai/ viYio  had  so  signally 
disgraced  himself.  —  Hamilton  Aldii 
Morals  and  Mysteries. 

Calf-dingers  (popular),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Knee-breeches  vrere  just  going  out  of 
fashion  when  I  was  a  little  boy,  and  calf- 
dingers  (that  is,  trousers  made  to  fit  the 
1^  as  tight  as  a  worsted  stocking)  were 
''coming  in."—/.  Greenwood:  The  Little 
Ragamuffins. 

Calf's-head.  (popular),  a  white- 
faced  man  with  a  large  head. 

Calico  (common),  weak,  lean. 

In  such  a  place  as  that  your  calico  body 
had  need  have  a  good  fire  to  keep  it  warm. 
— Nathanael  Bailey:  Colloquies  of  Eras- 
mus,  Translated. 

How  a  shrewd,  down-east  Yankee  once 
questioned  a  simple  Dutchman  out  of  his 
well-fed  steed,  and  left  him  instead  a 
vile  calico-mskrt  in  exchange.— .SoAi  .*  7'A« 
Seven  Sons  <^Mamit$cn, 
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Calica^Uy — Odp, 


Calico-bally  (Amerioan),  a  fre- 
quenter of  calico-balls.  About 
fifty  years  ago  in  Philadelphia 
it  was  usual  to  speak  of  balls 
frequented  by  factory  girls  as 
"slewers/*  and  the  commoner 
kind  of  grisettes  as  calieo  or 
dollar  balls;  hence  eaUoo-haUy 
has  come  to  signify,  when  ap- 
plied to  a  young  gentleman 
dissipated  or  fast,  one  who  goes 
anywhere  for  amusement. 

I  once  was  a  cobby  and  hack  young  man, 

And  a  little  bit  calico-bally  ; 
A  picture-card-out-of-the-pack  youug  man, 

And  frequently  music-hally. 

— Concert  Hall  Song. 

Calico  yard  (Australian),  a  kind  of 
corral.  The  expression  is  used 
by  drovers. 

California,  Califomians,  money. 
Term  generally  applied  to  gold 
only  (Hotten). 

Call  (theatrical),  big  caU^  a  warm 
Ttcall  before  the  curtain. 

Charley  played  with  all  his  old  anima* 
tion  and  grace,  and  got  a  big  calL— George 
R.  Sims:  Ha!  Ha! 

To  call  a  piece  is  to  have  it 
brought  on  in  rehearsal  after 
a  first  performance  with  a  view 
to  alterations. 

(American),  to  have  the  caU, 
to  be  preferred,  have  the  chance, 
to  be  wanted. 

Tall  girls  have  the  call  now.  They  are  the 
£aishion  this  season. — Detroit  Tribune. 

Call-a-g^o  (street  patter),  to  leave 
off  trying  to  sell  anything  and 
to  remove  to  another  spot,  to 
desist.  Also  to  give  in,  yield 
at  any  game  or  business.    Pro- 


bably from  the  go  in  czfl>bigB 
(Hotten). 

Calle  (American  thieves'  slang), 
a  woman's  gown.  Gennan  He* 
brew  kaUe^  a  girL 

Callee  (pidgin  -  English),  cony. 
*'  No  can  chaw-chaw  t'at  eiHtC 

CallitinunpiaOy  CaUiatiuiiiniiio 
serenade  (American),  a  sere- 
nade after  the  faahion  of  a  cha* 
rivari,  in  which  old  kettles  with 
sticks,  gridirons,  cows'  bonis 
or  tin  horns,  penny  trumpets, 
or  anything  that  will  make  a 
horrible  and  discordant  soxmdis 
employed.  It  is  possibly  from 
the  Yiddish  oaUe,  a  biide,  snd 
means  bride-thumping  or  mak- 
ing a  noise  at  a  bridal,  or  from 
"call "and  "thump." 

Hartmann  got  married.  .  .  .  Har^ 
mann's  neighbours  thought  it  would  be 
a  bright  thing  to  give  him  a  calUaAti^ 
plan  serenade  .  .  .  occasion.  So  tbey 
got  under  his  window  and  blowed  and 
snorted,  and  rung  their  dinner-bells,  aad 
brayed  on  their  bark  horns  till  there  was  a 
pause.  Then  Hartmann  stuck  hb  bead 
outen  the  winder  and  said :  '*  Frieodii 
Romans,  and  fellow-citizens !  I  thank  fn 
for  the  honour  of  this  musical  treat,  whidi 
I  suppose  to  your  ears  is  as  good  a  owas 
can  be  given.  But  it  wants  one  tUog.  b 
lacks  the  exhilarating  tones  of  the  due* 

gun,  an'  there  it  is,  d n  yon !"  Sajiof 

this,  he  fired  two  barrels  of  snail  ibot 
among  'em,  and  they  scattered.  The  ter*' 
node  was  over. — PhiL  Hartmeam  W 
the  Boys. 

Call-party  (bar),  given  in  hall  by 
students  called  to  the  bar  in  th0 
Middle  Temple. 

Calp,  kelp  (old  cant),  a  hai 


Cambra — Canard, 
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Cimbcm  (tinker),  a  dog. 

Camden-town   (rhyming  slang) » 
a  "  brown  "  or  halfpenny. 

Camel's   complaint   (city),    the 
hnmp,  ue,,  low  spirits. 


(thieves),  a  shirt  or 
chemise.  From  the  Spanish  or 
Italian.  Written  also  kemeiat  as 
appears  from  the  following 
quotation. 

My  thimUe  of  ridge   and   my  drix 


An  my  togs  were  lo  niblike  and  plash. 
— Aiiuworth:  Rookwood. 

Camister  (popular),  a  clergy- 
man, from  his  wearing  a  white 
gown ;  **  camisated,"  {.«.,  one 
who  is  dressed  with  a  shirt  out- 
ward. 

Camp,  to  (Australian),  to  floor,  to 
put  down.  The  metaphor  hero 
is  the  same  as  to  "make,"  to 
'*  take  a  back  seat ; ''  to  ewavp^  to 
make  to  cainp,  implying  that 
your  rival  cannot  stand  up  to 
you.  According  to  Wright  cam-p 
is  a  provincialism  meaning  to 
contend,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
eem/xin. 

At  punching  oxen  you  may  guess 
There's  nothing  out  can  camp  him ; 

He  has,  in  fact,  the  slouch  and  dress 
Which  bullock-driver  stamp  him. 
— //.  Kendall:  Billy  Vicktn. 

Camp  candlesticks  (military), 
empty  bottles  and  bayonets, 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  exi- 
gencies of  military  life  those 
articles  are  often  used  for  the 
purpose. 


Camp-horse  (Australian).     This 
term,  peculiar  to  the  East,  is 
thus  explained  by  Mr.   Finch 
.  Hatton : — 

Both  my  brother  and  Frank  were  very 
sound  hxmds  at  cutting  out,  and  they  were 
both  riding  first ^rate  "camp-horses,"  so  I 
watched  them  at  work  with  the  greatest 
interest.  A  camp-horse  is  one  used  for 
cutting  out  cattle  on  a  camp,  and  very  few 
hones  are  good  at  it ;  but  the  performance 
of  a  really  first-class  one  is  a  sight  worth 
teeing.  E^ach  man  picks  his  beast,  and 
edges  him  gently  to  the  outside  of  the 
mob,  on  the  side  of  the  camp  nearest  the 
draft-mob.  The  instant  the  animal  finds 
itself  cut  off  from  the  camp,  it  makes  the 
most  desperate  efforts  to  rejoin  the  herd, 
and  the  speed  at  which  a  bullock  can 
travel,  and  the  activity  with  which  he 
turns,  are  marvellous. — Finch  Hatton  : 
Advance  Australia, 

Can  (American),  a  dollar ;  a 
"  canary  "  was  very  old  English 
slang  for  a  gold  coin.  A  gold- 
piece  is  also  called  a  "canarv- 
bird  "  in  New  York. 

Canard,  now  recognised.  French 
canardt  literally  duck,  and  meta- 
phorically false  news.  The 
first  canard  is  said  to  have 
been  the  famous  story  illus- 
trating the  voracity  of  ducks. 
Thirty  ducks  were  taken,  one 
was  chopped  up  fine,  feathers 
and  all,  and  the  others  ate  it. 
Then  a  second  was  minced,  and 
so  on,  till  within  an  hour  only  one 
duck  remained.  Three  similar 
stories  arc  told  by  a  French 
writer  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
term.  Hence  canarder^  to  hum- 
bug or  spin  yams.  "Donner 
des  canard*''  is  given  in  Hautcl's 
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DictioDary  ( 1 808)  with  the  mean- 
ing of  to  deceive. 

*'My  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Snaggs  to  her 
husband,  "what  is  a  canard f"  "Why, 
a  canard  is  something  one  canardly 
believe,  of  course."  '*Oh,  to  be  sure  I 
Why  couldn't  I  thbk  of  that  ? "— if « rjf 
Bits. 

llie  announcement  that  appeared  in 
these  columns,  to  the  effect  thai  in  futurcT 
no  advertisements  from  persons  offering  to 
give  tips  would  be  accepted  by  us.  has 
given  rise  to  the  usual  canards^  and  has 
brought  into  play  the  imaginative  faculties 
of  the  "  London  Correspondent."— A/^r/- 
ing  Times, 

Canary  (old),  a  sovereign,  from  the 
coloar.     French  aigot,  jauneL 

Canaxy-bird  (common),  a  mis- 
tress.    (Thieves),  a  prisoner. 

Candle  keepers  (Winchester  Col- 
lege), the  inferiors  (all  those 
who  are  not  prefects)  who  liave 
been  longest  in  the  school  have 
certain  privileges,  as  wearing  a 
**  cow-shooter,"  or  round-top- 
ped hat.  They  used  to  be  called 
**  jolly  keepers.* 


t* 


Candlestick  (Winchester  College), 
acorruption of  candidate.  Those 
who  go  in  for  the  college  entrance 
examination  are  termed  candle- 
sticks. 

Candlesticks  (London),  the  foun- 
tains at  Trafalgar  Square. 

There  was  his  pillar  (Nelson's)  at 
Charing-Cross,  just  by  the  candlesticks 
(fountains). — Maykrw :  London  Labour 
euuL  the  London  Poor. 

Candy-pull  (American),  a  candy- 
pull  is  a  party  of  both  sexes  at 
which  molasses  orsugaris  boiled 


and  pulled  by  two  person8(whote 
hands  are  buttered)  to  give  it 
proper  consistency,  and  then 
mixed  and  pulled  again,  till  it 
becomes  true  candy.  The  tenn 
is  used  in  slang  in  many  ways. 

The  good  old-fashioned  amusement 
known  as  a  candy-^ll  has  had  nrare  or  less 
of  a  revival  in  society  this  season.  What- 
ever the  time  of  its  first  advent,  it  was 
quite  popular  about  twenty  years  ago  as  a 
society  entertainment,  but  it  seemed  to  run 
its  course  and  died  away.  At  that  periiid 
cattdy-pulls  were  given  in  some  of  the  most 
aristocratic  mansions  on  Fifth  Avenue,  and 
the  rollicking  scenes  were  oftentimes  quite 
democratic  in  the  fun,  however  fuUnlrased 
might  have  been  their  presentation. — 
Brooklyn  Eagle. 

Cane  (common),  *  Ho  lay  Cane  upon 
Abel ; "  to  beat  with  a  cane. 

Cane  nigger  (West  Indian),  a 
happy-go-lucky  fellow,  one  de- 
void of  care  and  anxiety.  From 
the  circumstance  that  in  "  cane 
time  "the  nc^oes  are  fat  and 
happy.  As  *'  fat  as  a  nigfger  in 
cane  time"  has  become  pro- 
verbial in  Antigua. 

Caners  (fashionable).  In  the 
summer  of  1886,  at  several 
watering-places,  almost  every 
young  lady  carried  a  cant.  It 
was  originally  an  American 
fancv. 

Canister  (common),  a  hat;  also 
*'  canister  cap." 

Turning  round,  I  saw  my  unfortunate 
beaver,  or  canister,  as  it  was  called  by  the 
gentry  who  had  it  in  their  keeping,  bound- 
ing backwards  and  forwards.— /f/!/&ri«  ; 
House  Scraps. 

(Pugilistic),  the  head. 


Cank — Canoodkr, 
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Cank  (old),  dumb,  silent. 

^^^irnihaU  (Cambridge),  the  train- 
ing-boats for  the  Cambridge 
freshmen  or  the  rowers  them- 
selves. 

Cannis-cove  (American),  a  dog- 
fancier.  A  word  current  in  New 

.  York.  In  Dutch  thieves'  slang 
the  Latin  word  cania  is  used 
lor  a  dog,  but,  as  the  accent 
falls  on  the  last  syllable,  it  is 
thought  to  be  derived  from  the 
French  conuj/i«.  This  is  the  more 
probable  as  the  Dutch  word  is 
limited  to  small  dogs. 

Cannon  (turf),  the  coUision  of  two 
horses  during  a  race ;  from  bil- 
liards. Apparently  on  the  lucui 
a  non  principle,  the  jockey  bear- 
ing this  name  (Thomas  Cannon) 
is  celebrated  for  his  scrupulous 
and  honourable  avoidance  of 
such  a  mishap. 

(Common),  to  cannon^  to  come 
into  collision.  French  slang 
caramboUr,  literally  to  make  a 
cannon  at  billiards. 

Roaring  with  pain  and  terror,  the  boy 
cannoned  into  the  very  hand  of  a  police- 
man, who  seized  hxvo.— Shirley  Brooks  : 
Sooner  or  Later, 

Canon  (thieves),  drunk. 

One  night  I  was  with  the  mob,  I  got 
canon  (drunk),  this  being  the  first  time. 
After  this,  when  I  tised  to  go  to  concert- 
rooms,  I  used  to  drink  yxvc—HorsUy  i 
Jotting  from  Jail. 

Canon,  literally  having  used 
the  **  can  "  freely. 

The  French  slang  for  a  glass 
of    wine    is  canon.      Cawmner 


is  to  drink  wine  at  a  wine-shop, 
or  to  be  an  habitual  tippler; 
and  se  canonner  is  to  get  drunk. 
Cannon  is  a  very  common  word 
in  German  for  a  drinking-cup. 
Hence  he  is  "  canonised,"  he  is 
"  shot,"  i.e.,  he  is  drunk.  "  Er 
ist  geschossen"  (Korte  Pro- 
verbs). The  word  is  naturally 
confused  with  ean,  German 
Kaune,  a  tankard,  and  eanon- 
emtiefdy  or  "cannon"  (i.e.,  long 
boots),  which  are  a  common  pat- 
tern for  tankards. 

Who  will  not  empty  his  boots  like  a  cmtt. 
He  is  indeed  no  German  man. 

— Common  Sayittg. 

Canoodle,  to  (English  and  Ameri- 
can), to  fondle,  pet,  dally,  bill 
and  coo. 

1  meet  her  in  the  evening,  for  she  likes  to 
take  a  walk 
At  the  moment  when  the  moon  cavorts 
above. 
And  we  prattle  and  canoodle^  and  of  ever>'- 
thing  we  talk. 
Except,  of  course,  that  naughty  topic 
love. 

— Bird  o*  Freedom. 

Possibly  from  "cannie,"  gentle. 

Canoodler  (American),  explained 
by  quotation. 

"  Pray,  good  sir,  what  b  a  canoodler  f" 
"  Tell  you,  mum,  queer  business,  mum, 
but  prosperous,  money — heaps  of  it,  mum, 
for  you  and  me  " — and  he  winked  signifi- 
cantly, jerked  up  a  chair  and  squatted  in 
it,  all  in  a  breath.  .  .  .  Undeterred,  he 
rattled  on  :  **  I'm  an  original  thinker,  mum. 
Invent  business  opportunities.  Share'm 
with  actors,  and  then  we  canoodle — diwy 
the  profits.  Me  and  Sheridan  made  a  big 
thing  on  the  Japanese  advertising  screen 
in  'School  for  Scandal.'  Big  thing."— 
Green  Room  Jokes. 
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Cant  (pugilistic),  blow,  a  **  cant  on 
the  chops/*  a  blow  on  the  face. 
(Tramps),  explained  by  quota- 
tion. 

We  broke  one  window  because  the  house 
was  good  for  a  cami — that's  some  food — 
bread  or  meat,  and  they  wouldn't  give  it 
us. — Maykewl  London  Lahcur  and  ike 
London  Poor, 

Also  a  gift,  as  a ' '  wnX  of  togs," 
a  gift  of  clothing.  In  these 
senses,  from  eaini^  to  divide,  as 
used  by  Jnsser,  p.  278.  Hence 
ca/ni^  a  sham. 

(Thieves),  to  eaM  the  cues, 
to  explain  a  matter,  to  tell  a 
story. 

"  But  ca9U  us  the  cues.  What  was  the 
job?"  "A  pinch  for  an  emperor's  slang. 
We  touched  his  leather  too,  but  it  was  very 
lathy."-C?«  the  TraU, 

Canteen  (South  African),  a  road- 
side tavern;  natives  often  call 
all  kinds  of  drink  canteen. 

Canteen  medal  (army),  a  good 
conduct  stripe  which  is  gained 
by  absence  from  the  defaulters' 
book.  The  illusion  implies  that 
the  bearer  owes  his  stripe  rather 
to  a  strong  head  than  good  re- 
solution to  keep  away  from  the 
canteen. 

Canticle  (old  slang),  a  parish 
clerk. 

Can*t  say  National  Intelligencer 
(American),  equivalent  to  sa3ring 
"he  is  drunk,"  it  being  held 
that  no  one  who  is  not  sober  can 
pronounce  the  name  of  this  very 
old  and  respectable  Washing- 
ton   newspaper.      There   is   a 


story  in  which  the  phrase  ori- 
ginated— or  which  originated 
from  it,  to  the  effect  that  a 
fiither  in  Washington  who  had 
a  dissipated  son,  always  obliged 
him  when  he  returned  home  at 
night  to  submit  to  this  tesU  If 
he  said  iVocuiZ  /nteUnteer,  he 
was  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  hay- 
loft of  the  stable. 

Canuck  (American),  a  Canadian. 
The  origin  of  this  word  appears 
to  be  unknown.  The  derivation 
from  ConncmghXt  an  Irishman, 
is  far-fetched  and  donbtfuL 
It  may  be  possibly  the  first 
syllable  of  CsTtada,  with  an  In- 
dian termination,  but  this  is 
mere  conjecture.  Vc  or  119*  is 
a  common  Algenkin  ending  to 
nouns.  It  is  probably  an  Indian 
word  modified. 

Canvasseens  (nautical),  sailors* 
canvas  trousers. 

Canvas  town  (popular),  the  por- 
tion of  Wimbledon  Common 
occupied  by  the  flags  of  the 
riflemen  when  encamped  there 
— within  the  flags. 

Cap  (thieves),  a  false  cover  to  a 
tossing  coin.  To  cop,  to  assist 
as  a  confederate,  especially  of 
cardsharpers.  See  Cappeb. 
(Universities),  to  ca-p  the  quad- 
rangle, to  cross  the  area  of  the 
college,  cap  in  hand,  in  reverence 
to  the  *'  fellows"  who  sometimes 
walk  there. 

Cape  cod  turkey  (American),  salt 
fish.  In  the  same  way  a  **  Yar- 
mouth capon  **  is  a  bloater. 


Capella — Cap, 
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Capella  (theatrical),  ft  coat.  From 
the  Italian. 

Capeovi  (coster),  sick,  seedj. 

Caper  (American),  a  device,  idea, 
or  invention. 

Langtry  »nd  Daly  worked  the  Chinese 
Boy,  but  the  Arab  is  a  change,  and  then 
this  trap  ca^er  knocks  the  newspaper 
fiends  silly. — AVw  York  Morning  Jour- 
nal. 

"  The  proper  eaprr"  the  last 
fashionable  fancy,  the  latest 
** comme  Ufaut  device." 

Mind-reading  is  now  ihg  proffer  ca^er. 
"  Take  hold  of  my  lef^  hand  and  tell  me 
what  I'm  thinking  of,"  said  the  head  of 
the  family  to  his  confiding  spouse.  "  Oh, 
yes,"  said  she,  grasping  his  hand  convul- 
sirely,  "  you  are  thinking  about  taking  me 
to  hear  Patti."  She  had  to  guess  again- — 
Boston  Herald. 

(Streets),  device,  occupation 

for  a  living. 

••  Are  you  goin*  a  tottin'  ? "  **  No. "  .  .  . 
"Then  what  captr  arc  you  up  to?"-- 
Gretnwood:  The  Little  Ragamuffins. 


Capper-clawing:  (popular),  a  fight 
between  females. 


Caper-sauce  (common),  to 
eaper-tauce"  to  be  hanged. 


<( 
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Capers  (thieves),  "merchant  of 
caper$,"  a  dancer. 

And  my  father,  as  I've  heard  say. 

Fake  away ! 
Was  a  merchant  of  capers  gay. 
Who  cut  his  la.st  fling  with  great  applause. 
Nix  my  doll  pals,  fake  away  ! 

— Ainsworth:  Rookwood. 

Also  caper  merchant. 

Capper  (American  thieves),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

Gamblers  are  called  knights  of  the  green 
cloth,  and  their  lieutenants,  who  are  sent 
out  after  greenhorns,  are  called  decoys, 
cappers,  and  sieerer$.--.\>te;  York  SUutg 
Dictionary. 


Copperthome's  crew 
(old  slang),  where  every  one 
wishes  to  rule  the  roast,  or  to 
take  conmiand.       ..  ^ 

Captaiii<^raiik  (old  cant),  head  of 
a  gang  of  highwaymen. 

Ci^ytaiii  Hackiim  (old  slang),  a 
blustering  bully,  a  Bombastes 
Furioso. 

Captain  lieutenant  (old  slang), 
the  flesh  of  an  old  calf,  meat 
that  was  neither  veal  nor  beef. 
This  phrase  was  of  military 
origin,  and  was  a  simile  drawn 
from  the  officer  of  that  deno- 
mination. These  men,  while 
ranking  as  captains,  only  drew 
the  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  and 
though  not  full  captains  were 
above  the  lieutenants. 

Captain  Queemabs  (old  slang),  a 
man  who  was  shabbily  dressed 
and  ill-conditioned. 

Captain  Sharp  (old  slang),  a 
cheat,  blackleg,  or  common 
swindler. 

Captain  Tom  (old  slang),  the 
ringleader  of  a  mob.  Some- 
times also  the  mob  itself  was  so 
called. 

Cap  your  lucky  (American 
thieves),  run  away. 

Cap  your  sldn,  to  (thieves),  to 
strip  naked. 

P 
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Carayan  (old  slang),  a  large 
sum  of  money,  also  a  person 
swindled  out  of  a  large  amount. 
(Pugilistic),  a  railway  train,  es- 
pecially a  train  expressly  char- 
tered to  convey  people  to  a 
prize  fight  (Hotten). 

Carayanserai  (pugilistic),  a  rail- 
way station. 

Carcoon  (Anglo-Indian),  a  clerk, 
from  the  Mahratta  kdrkdn,  a 
clerk  (Anglo-Indian  Glossary). 

My  benefactor's  chief  cartoon  allowed 
me  to  sort  out  and  direct  despatches  to 
officers  at  a  distance  who  belonged  to  the 
command. — PanduroMg  Hari, 

Card  (popular),  a  character.  A 
man  may  be  a  knowing,  a  downy, 
rum,  or  shifting  eard^  or  queer 
sort  of  card,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  Thomas  Potter,  whose  great  aim  it 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  knowing  cardf 
a  fast  goer,  and  so  forth. — Skitchu  by 
Boz, 

The  last  time  that  he  got  run  in, 

Is  days  about  a  week, 
And,  on  the  charge  of  drunkenness. 

Was  brought  before  the  beak ; 
He  chaffed  the  magistrate  and  said, 

*'  You  are  a  rum  old  card  I" 
So  forty  shillings  he  was  fined, 

Or  else  a  month  with  hard. 
— G.  Homcastlc :  Tlu  Frying  Pan. 

(Common),  a  device,  under- 
taking. A  strong  card^  an  un- 
dertaking likely  to  succeed.  On 
the  cardiy  likely,  probable. 

• 
Cardinal  (American),  a  lobster; 

cardinal     hash,    lobster    salad 

(New  York  Slang  Dictionary). 

(Old),  a  lady's  red  cloak.  Now 

mulled  red  wine. 


Cargo  (Winchester),  ftTplaiiiftd  bj 

quotation. 

Scholars  may  supplement  their  fiure  with 
jam,  potted  meats  ...  or,  better  stOl, 
from  the  coafcrats  of  c«f]fM«,  i^d,,  htrnpen 
from  haayt.—Evffydi^  Ltf*  m  nur  PtAUc 
ScMools, 

Carler  (New  York  thieves),  a 
clerk* 

Carlicues,  cnrlicoes  (American), 
lively  tricks,  capers.  The  deri- 
vation from  curly  and  cue  seems 
to  be  due  to  a  mere  resemblance 
in  sound,  and  an  arbitrary  com- 
bination. Bartlett  suggests  ocHia> 
cde  (French),  anagrams  being 
common  in  colloquial  language. 
The  old  word  oarie-eot,  or  eoHt- 
cat,  a  male  cat  or  kitten,  may 
have  influenced  the  formation 
of  earlicws, 

Cames  (popular),  to  heap  up  ca- 
resses, flatteries,  compliments, 
and  blandishments,  with  the 
view  of  deceiving  the  persons 
on  whom  they  are  lavished.  The 
derivation  is  from  eame  or  eatni, 
a  heap  or  pile  of  stones.  A 
similar  idea  led  to  the  use  of 

• 

the  phrase,  "  pile  up  the  agony." 
The  word  is  also  "  Cannes,"  evi- 
dently from  the  gypsy  kSmt, 
often  pronounced  harms,  mean- 
ing loves,  likes,  pets,  kc  A 
kdm  or  Jcarm,  which  is  nearer 
to  the  Sanskrit,  i»  a  desire,  a 
love,  &c. 

Carney,  flattery,  h3rpoGritical  lan- 
guage. Supposed  to  be  of  Irish 
origin.    To  eamey  or  oome  the 
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cameiff  to  flatter,  wheedle,  in- 
sinuate oneself. 

Cfln«i«yK  (thieves),  meat,  from  the 
Italian  came;  eamiiA-ken,  a 
thieves'  eating-house.  In  the 
French  argot ''  came  "  is  tough 
meat. 

Carob  (tinker),  to  cut. 

Caroon  (costermongers),  five  shil- 
lings. Possibly  from  the  Italian 
corona. 

Carpet  (common),  to  be  called 
upon  the  ca/rpet,  or  to  be  ear- 
peted,  to  be  scolded,  reprimand- 
ed, to  have  to  give  an  account 
of  one's  self. 

Poor  Percy  was  often  catfeted^  and  as 
often  he  promised  amendment. — Mark 
JLemcn :  Golden  Fetters. 

What  looked  to  most  people  like  a  mis- 
carriage of  justice  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  August  Handicap,  won  by 
Rhythm.  George  Barrett,  who  rode  the 
second,  was  carpeted^  on  the  complaint  of 
the  apprentice  Allsopp  (inspired  by  his 
master),  for  foul  ridifig. — Sporting^  Times, 

(Masonic),  the  painting  repre- 
senting the  emblems  of  a  degree. 

C«rpet-lMis:S:er  (popular),  a  term 
introduced  from  America.  A 
man  who  seeks  election  in  a 
place  with  which  he  has  no 
connection  (T.  L.  O.  Davies). 

0\\\trair^t-baggersi  as  political  k  nights- 
errant  unconnected  with  the  localities  are 
called,  have  had  unpleasant  receptions. — 
GnardtoM  News/a/er. 

Synonymous   with  carpet-bag 
politician. 
Wright  gives  the  definition: 


Carpet-bagger t  an  opprobrious 
appellation  applied  to  a  resident 
of  one  of  the  Northern  States, 
who  after  the  Civil  War  of 
1861-65  removed  to  the  South 
for  temporary  residence,  and 
the  promotion  of  personal  and 
selfish  ends. 

Carpet-bag  recruit  (army),  one  of 
the  better  class  who  joins  with 
his  baggage,  with  other  clothes 
in  fact  than  those  in  which  he 
stands. 

Carpet-swab  (popular),  carpet- 
bag. 

A  little  gallows-looking  chap  .  .  .  with 
a  carpet-nuab  and  mucking  togs.— /it- 
foldsby  Legends. 

Carpet  tom-cat  (military),  an 
officer  who  shows  much  atten- 
tion to,  and  spends  a  g^reat  deal 
of  his  time  in  the  company  of 
ladies. 

Carrier  (old),  a  tell-tale.  (Thieves), 
a  rogue  employed  to  look  out 
and  watch  upon  roads,  at 
taverns,  &c.,  in  order  to  carry 
information  to  his  gang. 

Carrier-pigeon  (thieves),  a  swin- 
dler, one  who  formerly  used  to 
cheat  lottery  office-keepers ;  now 
used  among  betting-men  to  de- 
scribe one  who  runs  from  place 
to  place  with  commissions 
(Hotten). 

Carrion  case  (popular),  a  shirt,  a 
shift. 

Carrion-hunter  (old  cant),  an  un- 
dertaker. 
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Carrots,  carroty-nob  (common), 
applied  to  a  red-haired  person. 

**  Here,  one  of  you  boys — ^you,  Carrvit 
—run  to  the  'Compasses*  and  tell  Mr. 
Kiddy  he's  wanted."  A  sharp,  red'baired 
lad  darted  off  with  the  message. — Mark 
Lemon :  Lot'ed  at  Last, 

C&rrjf  to  (old  cant),  to  carry  the 
keg  is  said  of  one  easily  angered. 
An  allusion  to  fiery  spirit*. 

Carry  com,  to  (common),  to  bear 
success  well  and  equally.  It  is 
said  of  a  man  who  breaks  down 
under  a  sudden  access'of  wealth 
— a  successful  horse-racing  man 
and  unexpected  legatees  often 
do — or  who  becomes  so  affected 
and  intolerant,  that  "  he  doesn^t 
carry  com  well "  (Hotten). 

Carry  me  out  I  (American),  an 
expression  of  incredulity  or 
affected  disgust.  It  implies 
feeling  faint  and  requiring  to  be 
carried  out  into  the  fresh  air. 
It  would  be  called  forth  by  a  bad 
pun,  or  an  impossible  story,  or 
''blowing;"  often  preceded  by 
**oh,  good  night,"  and  some- 
times intensified  by  the  addition 
of  "  and  leave  me  in  the  gutter." 

Carry  on,  to  (common),  to  make 
love  to,  to  flirt  openly. 

Also  to  joke  a  person  to  excess, 
to  have  a  great  spree,  to  be 
lively  or  arrogant,  or  act  in  any 
out  of  the  way  manner. 

There  is  a  time  in  the  life  of  every  young 
lady  when  she  feels  like  carrying  on.  No 
matter  how  modest,  and  pious,  and  truly 
good  a  girl  may  be,  a  day  comes  when  she 
feels  like  doing  something  ridiculous,  and 
creating  a  great  laugh.— ///n/  «'  Freedom. 


Cart  (turf),  an  owner  U  said  to  be 
*'  in  the  cari^*  or  carted,  when  bis 
horse  is  prevented  winning  by 
some  fraud  on  the  part  of  those 
in  his  employment.  Instances 
are  not  wanting  where  the  pub- 
lic have  been  put  "  in  the  cart  ** 
by  an  owner  who  resents  their 
interference  with  his  field  of 
speculation. 

(City.)  When  two  or  three 
fellows  are  playing  at  dominoes 
or  cards,  the  one  who  has  the 
lowest  score  but  one,  at  any 
moment  of  the  game,  is  said  to  be 
"  in  the  cart"  The  lowest  score 
is  called  **  on  the  tail-board." 

Also  race-course :  "  traversed 
the  cart,**  walked  over  the 
course. 

Carted  (old),  signified  taken  to 
execution  or  whipped  at  the 
cart's  tail. 

Carts  (popular),  a  pair  of  shoes ; 
also  "  crab  shells." 

Cart-wheel  (thieves),  five-shilling 
piece.  French  slang  has  roue  de 
derriire  for  a  five-franc  piece. 

Canrel  (New  York  thieves),  jea- 
lous. Probably  meaning  also  in 
love  or  wooing ;  from  carve,  to 
make  love  to.     Vide  HalliweU. 

Ca-sa  (legal),  a  writ  of  capias  ad 
iatitfaciendatn. 

Casa,  caser,  carser  (costermon* 
gers  and  negro  minstrels),  a 
house,  Italian.  (Theatrical),  a 
house.  French  slang  has  case 
with  the  same  signification. 
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Cascade  or  hangf  ont  (theatrical), 
scenio  effect  at  conclufiion  of 
scene  or  performance.  (Popu- 
lar), to  cascade f  to  vomit. 


(American),  a  dollar,  good 
or  bad.  In  England  a  bad 
crown  piece.  Hebrew,  knef, 
silyer,  ^D^ ;  hence  kasch,  a  head- 
piece {i.e.,  a  coin),  and  the  Yid- 
dish eater  J  a  crown. 

(Tailors),  "  case  of  pickles,"  a 
hopeless  ease;  "  he  is  the  greatest 
ease  evermore,"  he  is  the  worst 
man  known,  or,  he  is  a  most, 
remarkable  individual. 

(Old),  a  brothel.  Also  a  water- 
closet.    (Thieves),  a  house. 

Caser  (thieves),  explained  by 
quotation.     Vide  Case. 

So  one  morning  I  fonnd  I  did  not 
have  more  thxm  a  easer(fivt  shillings). — 
Horslty :  Jottings  from  Jail. 

Cask  (society),  a  brougham. 

Cass,  cassan  (thieves  and  roughs), 
cheese.  From  the  Italian  cacto. 
It  is  remarkable  that  this,  the 
oldest  slang  for  cheese,  is  still 
current  among  thieves  in  New 
York.  It  is  found  in  nearly  all 
the  Latin,  Teutonic,  and  Celtic 
lang^uages.  In  old  cant,  casson. 
It  is  generally  supposed  to  have 
been  introduced  by  the  gypsies. 

Here's  raffpeck  and  eassens^  and  all  of 

the  best, 
And  scraps  of  the  dainties  of  gentry 

cofe's  feast. 

— Brooint :  Jovial  Crew. 

Cassan.    See  Cass. 

C  a  s  s  i  e  (printers),  wrinkled, 
stained,  or  outside  sheets  of 
paper.     Old  provincial,  catsen, 


cast  oSl  From  casse,  to  dis- 
charge, cashier.  Latin,  eauare, 
to  break. 

Cast  (popular).  Men  in  small 
boats  who  want  to  be  towed 
behind  steamers  say  "give  us 
a  cast "  (Hotten). 

Castieau's  hotel  (Australian 
thieves'  patter),  the  Melbourne 
jail,  so  called  from  Mr.  J.  B. 
Castieau,  the  governor  of  the 
Melbourne  jaiL 

He  "caught"  a  month  and  had  to 
"white  it  out"  at  "diamond-cracking** 
in  Castieau's  hcteL  —  Tht  AustrmiiaH 
Printer's  Keepsake. 

Castle -ragf  (rhyming  slang),  a 
"  flag  "  or  fourpence. 

Cast-offs  (nautical),  landsmen's 
clothes. 

Castor  (common),  a  bicycle.  Pro- 
perly a  small  wheel. 

Mr.  C ,  who  being  driven  by  a  lady 

whose  carriage  was  molested  by  cads  on 
castors^  climbed  solemnly  down,  and  .  .  . 
administered  a  well  -  deserved  collective 
hiding  to  the  croyfdi.-^'portiKg  Tinus. 

Cast  up  one's  account,  to.  Vide 
Accounts. 

Casual  (common),  a  tramp  or 
poor  man,  who  seeks  shelter 
at  night  at  a  workhouse. 

I  have,  at  the  risk  of  shocking  the  reader 
of  delicate  sensibilities,  quoted  at  full  the 
terms  in  which  my  ruffianly  coriMt/ chamber 
fellow  delivered  himself  of  his  opinion  as 
to  the  power  of  "cheek"  illimitable.— 
/.  Greenwood :  Seven  Curses  o/Lcndott* 

Cat  (popular),  a  drunken,  fighting 
prostitute.  Tha  pudendum  f.  In 
French,  chat.    Generally  termed 
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Cat—Caich  bet. 


bj  girls  "pnssy/'  Also  contemp- 
tuonslj  applied  to  a  woman. 

(Society),  "an  old  cat**  an 
old  lady  of  malicions  disposi- 
tion, who  has  une  ma/uvaite 
langue,  and  is  always  saying 
disagreeable  things  and  telling 
ill^'naturcd  stories.  Cat,  or  old 
catf  is  often  applied  by  servants 
to  their  mistress. 

Well,  look  here,  Jessie,  lam  determined 
to  have  some  fun  while  the  cafs  away. — 
Truth, 

*' A  tame  cat"  la  &  man  in 
society  who  always  has  the 
entr^  of  a  house  and  is  treated 
almost  like  one  of  the  family, 
and  who,  if  a  bachelor,  is  not 
looked  npon  as  a  likely  suitor 
for  one  of  the  daughters,  but 
is  made  general  use  of  when  a 
man  is  wanted  in  a  hurry  to  fill 
up  a  vacancy. 

(Thieves),  lady's  muff.  To 
''&ee  a  cat,"  to  steal  a  muff. 
To  go  out  **cat  and  kitten  "  hunt- 
ing,  is  stealing  pewter  pots  from 
publicans.  (Popular),  to  **  shoot 
the  cat"  to  vomit.  (Tailors), 
to  " whip  the  cat"  to  work  at 
private  houses.  (Infantry),  to 
"shoot  the  cat,"  to  sound  the 
bugle  for  defaulters'  drill. 

Cat  and  kittens  (thieves),  quart 
and  pint  pots. 

Cat  and  monse  (rhyming  slang), 
house. 

Catawamponsly  (American), 
fiercely,  eagerly,  violently.  "  Ca- 
tawampoudy  chewed  up,**  com- 
pletely defeated,  utterly  demo- 
lished. 


There  is  something  cowardly  in  the  idea 
of  disunion.  Where  are  the  wealth  and 
power  that  showed  as  fourteen  milUoosT 
Take  to  our  heels  before  three  hundred 
thousand  slaveholders  for  fear  of  being 
'*£a^!««M»nr/MU^ chewed  up." — Frtderick 
Ihtigla* :  A  Ntgro  OraUr, 

Catch  (popular),  or  "a  great  calok" 
woman  or  man  worth  manying. 
Generally  applied  to  wealthy 
men  and  heiresses,  or  "  warm  " 
widows. 

I  iun  fnends  with  her  ma,  I  stand  drinks 
to  her  pa. 
They  think  I'm  a  caiek,  dutt  is  pkun. 
—G,  HomcastU:  FUSe*  you  again  in 
iht  MomiMg  {Ballady, 

Catch  a  bob,  to  (American),  a 
boy's  expression  for  getting  on 
behind  and  taking  aride  gratis ; 
getting  a  lift. 

"Bob,  what  does  your  father  do?" 
inquired  a  farmer  of  a  lad  who  had  cauiki 
a  M  on   his  sleigh. — American  Neva- 

Catch  a  lobster,  to  (American), 
same  as  the  English  "  to  catch 
a  crab." 

She  is  not  the  first  hand  that  camgkt  a. 
lobster  by  puttin'  in  her  oar  afore  h«-  turn, 
I  guess.— vSVkm  SUck :  T/u  Clackmaker. 

Catch  on  a  snagf,  to  (American), 
to  meet  one's  superior. 

In  rough  Western  parlance  a  man  who 
falls  in  with  such  a  player  (a  man  who. 
bearing  a  high  reputation  for  all-round 
godliness,  is  a  crack  "poker"  player) 
catches  on  a  snag,  and  it  is  said  that 
every  one  who  visits  the  North-West 
comes  across  sooner  or  later  the  snag  on 
which  he  is  to  catch.— CauwdeHkin^:  Tkt 
Queens  Highway, 

Catch  bet  (popular),  a  bet  made 
for  the  purpose  of  entrapping 


Catchee — Cat^  party. 
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the  unwary  bj  means  of  a  paltry 
subterfuge  (Hotten). 

Catchee  (pidgin-English),  to  get, 
have,  own,  possess,  hold.  "  My 
look-see  one  piecee  man  catchee 
chow-chow "  —  "I  saw  a  man 
eating. "  *  *  My  catchee  waif  o  " — 
•*  I  am — or  am  to  be  married." 
"My  no  catchee  one  flin  inside 
alio  t*at  house" — **I  have  not 
one  friend  in  all  that  family.*' 

Suppose  one  man  no  caicfue  cash,  he  no 

can  play  at  game ; 
Snpposey  pigeon  no  hab  wing,  can  no 

make  fly  ail  same. 

Catch-'em-alive  (common),  paper 
smeared  with  a  sticky  substance 
to  catch  flies. 

A  picture-room  devoted  to  a  few  of  the 
regular  shaky  old  saints,  with  such  coats 
of  varnish  that  every  holy  personage  served 
for  a  fly-trap,  and  became  what  is  now 
called  in  the  vulgar  tongue  a  caicA- 
*em-aiivt^  O.— Charles  Dickens:  Little 
Darritt, 

Also  a  small-tooth  comb, 
alluding  to  the  tenants  in  the 
hair  of  dirty  people. 

Catch  on,  to  (common),  imported 
from  America;  to  accept  an 
offer,  to  understand. 

Randolph  looked  rather  puzzled  at  first, 
hut  when  he  did  catch  on  to  the  Arch- 
bishop's meaning,  he  had  to  be  thumped 
CO  the  back  by  his  pal  Chamberlain,  to 
prevent  him  from  c\io\aag.— Funny  Folks. 

"Ton  eaUih  on,"  is  an  invitation 
to  take  one's  turn,  to  follow  suit. 

(Theatrical),  a  play  is  said  to 
be  caught  on  when  suocessf  uL 

Catch  on  the  hop,  to  (common), 
to  catch  or  find  one  by  taking 


one's  chance  when  he  is  travel- 
ling or  moving  about.  Also  to 
catch  unawares. 

Catch-pole  (old  slang),  a  sheriff's 
officer. 

Caterer  (popular),  poor,  bad,  of 
doubtful  quality.  According  to 
Hotten,  from  the  Lingua  Franca 
and  Italian  cattivo,  bad.  *  *  Well, 
how's  things:  bona?"  "No, 
caterer,** 

Catfish  death  (American),  suicide 
by  drowning. 

Col.  "  Pat "  Donan  doesn't  like  the  play 
of  "  Hamlet."  Hear  the  eloquent  adjec- 
tive slinger :  "  I  have  no  patience,  much 
less  sympathy,  with  a  wretched  weakling 
vvho  goes  around  jabbering  at  dilapidated 
old  ghosts  in  tin  helmets  and  green  gauze 
veils,  under  bogus  moonlight ;  everlastingly 
threatening  to  do  something,  and  never 
doing  it ;  driving  his  sweetheart  to  lunacy 
and  a  catfish  deaths  by  his  dime- museum 
freaks."— CAtfc«^(»  Press. 

Cat -heads  (old),  a  woman's 
breasts. 

Cat-lap  (common),  weak  drink. 

Cats'  head  (Winchester  College), 
the  fag  end  of  a  shoulder  of 
mutton. 

Cats*  meat  (popular),  the  lungs. 

Cats'  party  (familiar),  a  party  to 
which  none  but  those  of  the 
weaker  sex  are  invited,  and  at 
which  tea  drinking  and  singing 
are  indulged  in. 

She  was  once  introduced  to  young  M . 

This  was  at  a  cats*  party  given  by  Mrs. 
to  a  few  ladies.— J/MkiardL 
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Cats'  water — Caulker, 


It  is  likely  Mr.  Justice thought  it 

funny  and  appropriate  to  hint  that  a  fes< 
ttvity  was  called  a  cats*  Party  on  account 
of  the  music —  Tovm  Talk, 

Cats'  water  (popular),  gin,  oat 
being  here  meant  for  woman. 

Cat's-skin  earl  (parliamentary), 
one  of  the  three  senior  earls  in 
the  House  of  Lords. 

Catting  (common),  vomiting. 

« 

Cattle  (popular),  a  kind.  One 
talks  of  men  being  "  rum  caiHe^ 
**  queer  cattUt"  just  as  one  talks 
of  a  man  being  "a  qneer  fish" 
or  '*  a  downy  bird." 

But  lawyers  is  catt/e  I  feel  to  hate, 
And  this  one — I'd  like  to  punch  his  head. 
—KeigkleyGoodchild:  How  IVaif 
went  to  England. 

Caucus  (American),  lately  intro- 
duced into  England,  originally 
a  meeting  of  politicians  called 
together  to  debate  upon  the 
claims  of  candidates  for  politi- 
cal or  municipal  offices,  and 
agreeing  to  act  together  on  the 
day  of  election. 

What  a  caucus  is,  as  popularly  under* 
stood  in  England,  needs  no  explanation ; 
but  the  curious  thing  about  the  word  is 
the  seeming  impossibility  of  ascertaining 
with  any  certainty  its  origin  and  deriva* 
ti  on.  The  explanation  generally  given  is 
that  it  is  a  corruption  of  "caulkers"  or 
"  calk-house."  One  authority  says  that 
the  members  of  the  shipping  interest,  the 
"caulkers"  of  Boston,  were  associated, 
shortly  before  the  War  of  IndepciKience, 
in  actively  promoting  opposition  to  Eng* 
land,  and  that  the  word  arose  from  their 
meetings  in  the  caulker^'  house  or  "  calk, 
house." 

Another  derivation  has,  however,  been 
proposed.      In  the  "Transactions  of  the 


Aamcan  Philok»gical  Aasocktioa,  187a/' 
Dr.  Hammond  Traraboll  soggtsts  that  the 
origin  of  the  word  is  to  be  found  in  the 
native  Indian  cau-cau-as-Ut  ^n^^nj^g  one 
who  advises.— OmfA/(tf  MagmMuu. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the 
derivation  of  the  word  from 
*' caulkers"  is  perfectly  rational, 
and  has  been  accepted  for  more 
than  a  century.  There  is  a  pun 
implied  in  the  name  ("  oaulker," 
a  tremendous  story,  an  over- 
whelming fellow)  which  pro* 
bably  aided  to  make  it  popu- 
lar. , 

Cang^ht  on  the  fly  (American), 
a  phrase  borrowed  from  ball 
play,  but  applied  to  being  caught, 
interviewed,  or  otherwise  arrest- 
ed, while  travelling. 

Carter  Harrison  told  that  New  York 

reporter  that  he  "  must  be  caught  on  th$ 

fly."     According  to  his  own    umpiring, 

then,  his  New  York  speech  was  a  foul 

bawL — American  News^a^r, 

An  English  equivalent  is 
"  caught  on  the  hop." 

Caulk,  to  (nautical),  to  lie  down 
on  deck  and  sleep,  with  clothes 
on. 

Caulker  (society),  a  lie,  derived 
from  a  ''  caulker,**  a  stiff  dram, 
that  takes  a  considerable  deal 
of  swallowing,  also  supposed  to 
bo  derived  from  "corker,"  a 
regular  stopper.  (Common), 
a  stiff  dram. 

The  Mobile  officer  joias  us  heartily  in  a 
caulker^  and  does  not  need  to  be  pressed 
to  take  a  little  s\iy^^x.—Ardtibald Forbes  : 
My  ExperitHcu  0/  tk€  War  hetwftn 
Framc€  and  Germany, 


Caution — Cayuse. 
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Caution  (general),  any  one  who  is 
pecoliarlj  dressed,  peculiar  in 
his  habits,  or  eccentric,  some 
one  who  makes  himself  ridicu- 
lous. This  word  is  an  abbrevia- 
tion of  the  expression  '*a  caution 
to  snakes." 

Akof  ether  he  was  a  cautiim  to  look  at. 
'Smh  Slick :  Tht  Clockmaktr. 

Also    anything   out    of    the 
common  way. 

llieir  win  against  Middlesex— who  led 
off  wtth^  first  innings  of  301 — by  eight 
wickets  is  an  example  of  one  of  their  sur- 
prises, and  what  is  vulgarly  called  a  cau- 
tion. — BaiUys  Monthly  Magaaint. 

Cavaulting^  (old),  copulation. 
From  the  Lingua  Franca  cat-o^. 

Cayaultingf  school  (old  slang), 
a  house  of  ill  fame,  a  brothel 

Cave-in  (American),  to  fall  in.  "A 
metaphor  taken,"  says  Hotten, 
"from  an  abandoned  mining 
shaft,"  but  it  was  used  in  Ame- 
rica before  1849.  Now  generally 
applied  to  a  failure,  such  as  a 
bankruptcy,  a  collapse  of  stock 
speculations,  or  of  political 
schemes. 

That  is  what  Colonel  Sandenion  and  his 
colleagues  in  the  representation  of  Irish 
landlordbini  call  it — an  absolute  alUround 
cant'in  on  the  part  of  the  Government. — 
PmUMallCtuutU. 

It  is  also  applied  to  any  kind 
of  indentation. 

I  went  down  dar  wid  my  hat  cavtd  in, 

Du-da,  du-da  1 
Came  back  home  wid  my  pocket  full  of 
tin, 

Du-da,  du-da-day  I 
— N^ro  Mmttrtl  S^it^, 


Cave-in f  properly  to  "calYe- 
in,"  a  phrase  introduced  by 
Dutch  nayvies.  Flemish  ink' 
alvai,  to  eavt'in,  Friesio  eoZren, 
to  calve  as  a  cow,  also  to  eavt-in. 
The  falling  portion  of  earth 
is  compared  to  a  calf  dropped 
by  a  cow  (Skeat).  From  early 
times  glaciers  were  called  by  the 
Dutch  cows,  and  the  icebergs 
which  fell  from  them  calves. 
The  falling  of  the  bergs  was 
called  calving. 

Cavort,  to  (American),  to  kick  up 
the  heels  like  a  horse  at  play,  or 
to  act  extravag^tly. 

As  long  as  there  has  been  a  stage  for 
pretty  women  to  cax'ort  on,  there  have 
been  impressionable  youths  to  worship  at 
the  shrines  of  the  pretty  women. — Ameri- 
can Newspaper 

To  move  about  in  an  aimless 
manner. 

O  Sal  I  yer's  that  denied  fool  from 
Simpson's,  cai/ortin'  round  yer  in  the  dew. 
"Bret  Harte:  Penelope. 

Cawbawn  (up-country  Austra- 
lian), spelt  also  eohhon^  big,  a 
word  borrowed  from  the  blacks, 
which  has  passed  into  bush- 
slang,  and  is  generally  used  by 
bushmen. 

"There,"  said  Stone,  pointing  to  the 
big  house,  "nobody  has  lived  in  th« 
^eeewbawn  humpy' — that  is  what  the 
blacks  call  it — since  Mr.  Cosgrove  went 
away."  —  A.  C.  Grant:  Busk-Life  in 
Queensland. 

Cazton  (theatrical),  a  wig. 
Cayuse  (cowboys),  a  horse. 
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Caz — Chalks. 


Cas  (thieves),  oheese.  See  Cass. 
An  easy  dupe.  As  good  as  cat, 
easy  to  accomplish. 

Cedar  (prison),  a  pendL 

He  was  a  "  fint<1a!»  **  man,  entitled  to 
write  every  quarter.  He  prorided  etdar 
and  a  sheet  of  paper  on  which  I  wrote  what 
was  necessary. — Evening  News. 

Century  (turf),  a  hundred  pounds. 

A  little  cheque  for  a  century  is  the 
prixe  we  offer  this  week  for  the  successful 
accomplisthment  of  the  task  of  naming  the 
first  three. — ^porting  Times. 

Cert  (turf),  used  in  reference  to 
a  racing  event  thought  to  be 
about  to  have  a  successful  issue. 

A  man  who  was  hardened  with  debt 
Heard  a  cert  and  heavily  bebt. 

But  what  should  have  won 

So  badly  did  ron 
That  quickly  the  man  had  to  '*  gebt." 
— Bird  o  Freedom. 

Certainties  (printers).  See  Un- 
certainties. A  vulgarism  ap- 
plied to  infants  of  the  male  sex. 


Chaff-cutter     (old), 
tongue,  slanderer. 


slanderous 


Chaffer  (popular),  the  mouth;  a 
great  talker. 

One  of  these  men  had  a  wife  who  used 
to  sell  for  him ;  she  was  considered  to  be 
the  best  chaffer  in  the  row;  not  one  of 
them  could  stand  against  her  tongue. — 
Mayktw :  London  Labour  and  the  London 
Poor, 

To  "moisten  one's  chaffer,**  to 
have  a  drink. 

Chaffy  (Blue-coat  School),  spruce, 
amiable. 


Chai,  chy,  tchai  (gypsy),  girl, 
woman ;  Romany,  ehi,  a  female 

g7P«7« 

Chalms,  cheims,  chyms  (gypsy), 
time.  Bonar  gives  this  imd 
also  for  '*  heaven.'* 

Chal  (gypsy),  (pronounced  UHud,  ek 
as  in  church),  a  lad,  a  gypsy. 
Hotten  says  this  was  the  old 
Romany  term  for  a  man,  but  it 
is  as  much  in  use  as  ever.  A 
woman  is  not  a  ekie,  but  a  ekg  or 
ehai,  to  rhyme  with  why. 

Chalava  (gypsy),  I  touch. 

Chal  droch  (tinker),  a  knife. 

Chalk  (turf),  unknown  or  incom- 
petent. The  names  of  most 
jockeys  are  printed  on  slides, 
which  are  kept  ready  at  every 
race-meeting  for  insertion  in  the 
telegraph-board.  Formerly  a 
certain  number  of  slate  or  black 
slides  were  used,  so  that  the 
nam^  of  a  new  jockey  could  at 
once*  be  written  thereon  in  cAalt, 
Hence  "a  chalk- jockej**  came 
to  mean  one  unknown,  or  un- 
favourably known,  to  fame.  His 
name  was  not  considered  worth 
printing.  (Ck>mmon),  unknown, 
obscure. 

A  list  of  remarki^ly  cAoZihtitled  pcnoo- 
ages. — IVorld. 

(Tailors),  chalk  f  silence  I 

Chalk  -  farm  (rhyming  slang), 
arm. 

Chalks  (popular),  by  cftoftt,  by 
far,  by  many  degrees. 


Chalks — Champagne. 
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In  chatting,  singing,  and  dancing, 
Dcm't  we  pass  each  night  away, 
We  beat  by  chalks  your  finest  parties, 
I'll  a  wager  lay. 

We  are  all  jolly,  &c 
—Somg. 

Also  *'long  chalks"  originally 
an  expression  used  by  tailors 
only,  alluding  to  the  chalk  lines 
on  g^arments. 

"  From  your  counsel's  statement  and  the 
seeming  honesty  of  your  countenance," 
said  the  learned  magistrate,  "  I  was  quite 
convinced  that  you  were  innocent ;  but  the 
evidence  of  the  last  witness  has  quite  upset 
all  my  previous  convictions." 

"  I  wish  it  would  upset  all  mine,"  growled 
the  culprit. 

But  it  didn't  by  long  chalks^  and  his 
address  was  Millbank  for  the  next  six 
months. — Sporting  Times. 

Also  the  legs.  To  "  walk  one's 
chalks"  to  go  away. 

The  prisoner  has  fabricated  his  pilgrim's 
staff,  to  speak  scientifically,  and  perambu- 
lated his  calcareous  strata.  "What?" 
CvX  his  stick,  and  walked  his  chalks.'- 
KingsUy :  Two  Years  Ago. 

Chalk,  to  (nautical),  to  make  one 
pay  his  footing  or  stand  treat. 
At  sea  it  is  the  custom  the  first 
time  a  new  comer  goes  up  a 
mast  for  some  old  hand  to  chase 
him  up  and  try  to  get  near 
enough  to  him  to  chalk  his 
shoes.  If  he.  succeeds  the  new 
comer  is  expected  to  pay  for  a 
bottle  of  rum. 

Chalk  up,  to  (Australian  slang,  less 
frequent  in  England),  to  debit 
to  a  person.  Undoubtedly  the 
expression  arose  from  the  custom 
of  the  keeper  of  an  ale-house 
making  a  note  of  the  various 


drinks  consumed  in  a  drinking 
bout,  by  scribbling  them  down 
with  chalk  upon  the  walL 

Whole  weeks  and  months  of  hard-earned 
gold,  by  ounces  and  even  pounds  weight 
at  a  time,  disappeared  at  these  haunts,  in 
a  mazy  account  and  reckoning  between  a 
landlord  and  his  customer,  chalked  up 
during  successive  days  of  intoxication. — 
W.  IVestgarth:  VicUma  late  Australia 
Felix. 

(Common),  chalk  it  up,  put  it 
to  my  account. 

Cham  (gypsy),  cheek,  leather,  tin. 
ChammerdinOt  a  slap  on  the 
cheek. 

Chamberlain  (Winchester  Col- 
lege), the  brewer  of  the  college 
and  schooL 

Chamber  of  Horrors  (Parliamen- 
tary), the  Peeresses'  gallery  at 
the  House  of  Lords,  from  its 
being  railed  round  as  if  it  con- 
tained objectionable  or  repul- 
sive inmates. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  in- 
convenience,  the  gallery  being  generally 
known  as  the  Chamber  of  Horrors. — Daily 
News. 

Chammy  (society),  champagne, 
termed  also  **  cham,"  or  **  boy," 
and  sometimes  "  fizz." 

Champagne  Charley  (popular), 
any  dissipated  man  or  noted 
drinker  of  '*  fizz."  The  name  of 
a  song  which  appeared  in  1868, 
which  was  set  to  a  very  pleas- 
ing and  original  air.  The  origi- 
nal Charley  is  said  to  have  been 
a  wine-merchant,  who  was  in 
•the  habit  of  making  presents  of 
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ChampioH — Chapel. 


bottles  of  ehampagnt  to  all  his 
friends. 

Champion,  verj  oommonly  used 
in  America  to  stgnify  pre-emi- 
nent. An  exemplary  hmnbng 
is  described  as  "a  champion 
fraud."  A  noisy  candidate  for 
office  was  denounced  by  a  Chi- 
cago newspaper  as  "the  cAam- 
pion  gas-bog." 

Champ  up,  to  (popular),  to  tear 
up,  pull  upwards. 

Chancer  (tailors),  one  who  exag- 
gerates, or  lies.  Also  one  who 
attempts  anything  and  is  in- 
competent. 

Chancery.  To  get  a  man's  head 
into  ekancefy  is  to  get  it  under 
your  arm  so  as  to  pummel  .it 
at  ease.  The  allusion  is  ob- 
vious. 

Chance  the  ducks  (popular),  an 
ironical  phrase  signifying '  *  come 
what  may  "  (Hotten). 

Chance  your  arm  (tailors),  try, 
let  it  go,  chance  it. 

Chaney-eyed  (popular),  with  but 
one  eye,  or  eyes  like  those  of 
a  Chinese,  as  chancy  is  some- 
times used  as  a  corruption  of 
China. 

It  is  another  pri&oncr,  who  replju:«s  the 
last  individual— a  '* ytalX-vftd"  or chatuy- 
eytd  prisoner,  with  an  open  month.— T'A/ 
Graphic. 

Chant  (old  cant),  an  advertise- 
ment. 


Chant,  to  (p<^alar),  to  talk,  in- 
form, ory  up,  8ing  ballads,  &c. ; 
eAan^in^-covefl,  reporters. 

Chanters  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

As  long  as  one  can  remember,  gangs 
of  men  have  perambulated  the  highways 
in  the  frosty  months,  but  until  reoently 
they  were  invariably  cJumtert  with  a 
legend  of  coming  all  the  way  from  Man- 
chester. But  song  is  eschewed  in  modem 
Vaoiek^'—Grttmvood :  SevtnCurusof  L«m- 
dom. 

Chanty  (nautical).  '*  There  are 
two  kinds  of  sea  songs:  those 
which  are  sung  at  concerts  and 
in  drawing-rooms,  and  some- 
times, but  not  very  often,  at 
sea,  and  those  which  are  never 
heard  off  shipboard.  The  latter 
have  obtained  in  this  age  the 
name  of  chanty,  a  term  which  I 
do  not  recollect  ever  having 
heard  when  I  was  following  the 
life.  It  is  obviously  manufac- 
tured out  of  the  French  word  " 
(W.  Clark  Russell;. 

Chapel  (printers).  As  various 
references  are  made  to  matters 
arising  out  of  the  ehapd-,  it  is 
necessary  to  describe  this  insti- 
tution. Technically,  it  refers  to 
the  meetings  of  the  workmen  to 
discuss  trade  matters,  to  settle 
disputes,  and  to  consider  chari- 
table appeals,  &c.,  and  various 
rules  are  enforced  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the* workmen  and  main- 
tenance of  good  feeling  amongst 
themselves.  It  has  been  sup- 
posed that  the  term  arose  frotn 
the  fact  that  Caxton  established 


Chapel — Charm. 
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the  first  printing-press  in  this 
country  in  Westminster  Ahbey. 
The  officers  of  these  chapels 
usiaally  consist  of  a  "father" 
and  "clerk.*' 

Chapel  of  ease  (common),  the 
water-closet. 

Chapper  -  cot  ( Anglo  -  Indian ). 
Hindu,  ehappar-khait  a  bedstead 
with  curtains. 

Chappie  (society),  a  term  of  en- 
dearment in  use  among  the 
**  mashers  "  of  society  when  ad- 
dressing their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, much  in  vogue 
lately.    A  dandy. 

I  am  going  to  send  this  correspondence 
to  Punch.  Ta  !  ta !  dear  old  chappie.— 
Punch. 

He  was  a  harmless-looking  chappie, 
'^sporting  Times, 

Chapt  (old  cant),  thirsty. 

Char  (gypsy),  grass. 

Charl-chorl  Cgypsy).  to  pour  out, 
vomit ;  ckofi  U  avree^  pour  it 
out. 

Charge,  to  (Winchester  College), 
to  run  at  all  speed. 

Charing  Cross  (rhyming  slang), 
horse. 

Chariot-buzzing  (tbieves),  pick- 
ing pockets  in  an  omnibus. 

Charles,  his  friend  (theatrical), 
the  walking  gentleman,  or  se- 
condary interesting  young  man 
of  a  play. 


Charley  (thieves),  a  gold  watch ; 
probably  from  the  old  word 
Charley t  the  watch  or  a  watch- 
man. (Tailors),  the  nap  on  a 
"faced"  cloth,  also  a  round- 
shouldered  figure. 


Charley     Bates'     farm. 
Bates'  Fabm. 


See 


Charley  Lancaster  (rhyming 
slang),  handkerchief,  pronounced 
*'  handkercher." 

Charley-pitcher  (thieves),  one  who 
plays  to  win  watches,  or  char- 
leys.  A  jnteher  is  one  who 
works  the  streets.  In  San 
Francisco  in  1849  there  were 
open-air  monte  players  who 
only  took  watches  for  a  bet. 
A  sharper  who  entices  country- 
men into  playing  at  some 
swindling  game,  such  as 
*  •  prick  the  garter  "  or  "  thimble- 
rig." 

Charley  Prescot  (rhyming  slang), 
a  waistcoat. 

Charlie  (old),  a  name  for  a  watch- 
man. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  watchman  to  call 
the  hours,  but  no  voice  of  any  vigilant 
Charlie  had  as  yet  saluted  the  ears  o( 
Lowry. — Turnpike  Dick^  or  the  Star  oj 
thtRoad. 

Charlies  (Winchester  College), 
thick  string  gloves,  called  thus 
from  the  Rev.  Charles  Griffith. 
(Popular),  a  woman's  breasts, 
also  "  bubbles,"  "  dairies." 

Charm  (thieves),  a  picklock* 
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Charpoy — Ckaunted. 


Charpoy  (Anglo - IndUm),  ex- 
plained  bj  quotation. 

We  must  send  down  to  the  buaar,  and 
get  tables,  chain, and  ekar^sQotiAaittMAk^ 
—IT.  H.  RusuU:  My  Diary  m  Indim  im 
tJU  Years  X858-59. 

Chamhoin,  chershom  (tinker),  a 
crown. 

Charter  the  bar,  charter  the 
grocery,  to  (American),  to  buy 
all  the  liquor  in  a  groggery  or 
•*  rum-mill "  and  give  it  away 
freely  to  all  comers.  This  is 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence 
in  the  South  and  West. 

ThU  fine  Arkansas  gentleman  raises  seve> 

ral  hundred  bales ; 
Unless  through  drought,  or  worm,  or  some 

other  contingency,  his  crop  runs  short 

and  fails ; 
And  when  his  crop  is  ginned  and  baled,  he 

puts  it  on  board  a  boat. 
And  charters  the  Inr^  and  has  a  devil  of  a 

good  spree  while  down  to  New  Orleans 

he  and  his  cotton  float. 

—Albert  Pike. 

Bolus  was  no  nigcard.  He  would  as 
soon  treat  a  r^ment  or  charter  the 
grocery  for  the  day  as  any  other  way. — 
/.  G.  Baldwin :  David  Bolus^  Esq. 

Chat  (thieves),  a  house ;  from 
chattels,  or  ch&teau. 

I  had  not  been  at  Sutton  very  long  before 
I  piped  a  slavey  (servant)  come  out  of  a 
chat  (housie),  so  when  she  had  got  a  little 
way  up  the  double  (ttirning),  I  pratted 
(went)  into  the  house. — Rev.  J.  IV.  Horx' 
ley  :  Jottings  from  Jail. 

•*  That's  the  chat,''  the  proper 
words  to  use ;  the  state  or  facts 
of  a  case. 

Has  the  gentleman  any  right  to  be  in 
this  room  at  all,  or  has  he  not  ?  .  .  .  That's 
the  chaty  as  I  take  it. — Anthony  TroUo^e : 
Orley  Farm. 


ChMMkicAit  (prison),  a  hole  in  the 
wall,  made  to  cany  on  a  con- 
versation. 

Chats  (theatrical),  propertiee ; 
short  for  ohattela.  (Pqpokr), 
lice.  In  this  sense  ckaU  is  pro- 
bably from  chatd,  meaning 
cattle. 

(Stock  Exchange),  Lond(m, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  BaUway 
stock. 

Chatta  (Anglo-Indian),  an  um- 
brella. 

Chatterers  (common),  the  teeth. 

Chattering  (prize  ring),  a  blow  on 
the  mouth. 

Chatter  broth  (old  slang),  a  tea 
party. 

Chatty  (popular),  filthy,  lousy. 
A  chaUy,  a  lousy  person;  a 
"  ohaUy  doss,"  a  bed  with  ver- 
min.    Vide  Chats. 

Chatty-feeder  (thieves),  a  spoon. 
Vide  Chatty. 

Chaunt  or  chant,  to,  to  take  worth- 
less horses  to  fairs  and  sell  them 
by  false  representations. 

Jack  Firebrand  and  Tom  Humbold  .  .  . 
was  here  this  morning  chantinghones  with 
'em. —  Thackeray:  Virginums, 

To  ehaufU  the  play,  to  ex- 
plain the  tricks  and  devices  of 
thieves. 

Chaonted  upon  the  leer  (old  cant), 
an  advertiser. 


Chaunter — Cheapstde. 
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Channtcr  (street),  a  man  who  sells 
ballads,  last  dying  speeches,  &c., 
in  the  streets.  Street  ballad 
singer. 

The  rnnning  patterer  ...  is  accom- 
pftoied  generally  by  a  chaunter.  The 
ckmutUer  oot  only  sings,  but  fiddles. — 
Maykew :  Londpn  Labour  and  the  Lon- 
don Poor. 

A  dealer  who  takes  worthless 
horses  to  fairs  and  sells  them 
by  false  representations. 

Chatinter-ciill  (street).  There  are 
rhjmsters  who  carry  on  a  trade 
in  London — though  the  head- 
quarters appear  to  be  in  Bir- 
mingham— who  write  ballads  to 
order  on  any  subject,  to  be  sung 
in  the  streets,  on  events  that  may 
interest  the  public:  murders, 
executions,  elopements,  breaches 
of  promise,  suicides,  or  horrible 
railway  accidents.  The  hono- 
rarium paid  to  these  self-styled 
poets  is  said  to  vary  from  half- 
a-crown  (the  minimum)  to  three 
half-crowns  (the  maximum). 

Chauvering  donna  (theatrical),  a 
prostitute.  Chauvtring  is  cant 
for  sexual  intercourse.  Also, 
"  columbine,  knofka." 

ChauTering  moU  (old  cant),  a 
prostitute. 

Chaw  (university),  a  trick;  to 
chaWy  to  deceive.  (American), 
to  use  up. 

Chawbacon  (common),  a  country 
clown,  a  rough,  rude,  unedu- 
cated rustic,  a  clodhopper ; 
sometimes    colloquially,  desig- 


** 


nated  as  <* Giles"  or  *< Hodge, 
from  the  supposed  prevalence 
of  these  patronymics  among  the 
rural  population. 

The  chawhaconst  hundreds  of  whom 
were  the  Earl's  tenants,  raiMd  a  shouL— 
Savage:  R.  Medlicott. 

Chaw-bnckt  (Anglo  -  Indian),  a 
whip.  Hindu,  ehabuk;  gypsy, 
chuckni. 

Ye  same  day  Ramgivan  was  brought 
forth  and  slippered,  the  next  day  he  was 
beat  on  ye  soles  of  his  feet,  ye  third  day 
chemhbuchtt  and  ye  4th  drub'd  till  he  could 
not  speak,  and  all  to  force  a  writing  in  our 
names  for  Rupees  50,000. — Hedges. 

Chaw  over,  to  (popular),  to  repeat 
one's  words  with  a  view  to  ridi- 
cule (Hotten). 

Chaws  or  chores  (American), 
small  jobs.  The  handy  man 
does  ehortt. 

Very  early  in  the  mombg  there  is  an 
unpleasant  operation  to  be  performed, 
called  "doing  chavus"  in  the  simple  lan- 
guage of  the  farm.  This  luckily  applied 
ooly  to  Charlie  and  Mr.  C,  who,  I  believe, 
except  during  the  busiest  part  of  the  year, 
work  the  300  acre  farm  without  help. 
"  Doing  chaws"  by  the  way,  means  feed- 
ing the  creatures  generally. — Phillips' 
Wolley :  Trottings  of  a  Tenderfoot. 

(Popular),  to  have  a  bit  of 
chawi  refers  to  copulation. 

Chaw  up,  to  (popular),  to  finish 
one  up.  *'  Chawed  up,"  done 
for. 

I  felt  as  if  I  could  chaw  him  right  up, 
I  wais  so  mad. — Sam  Slich :  The  Clock- 
maker. 

Cheapside  (old  slang),  "  He  came 
at  it  by  way  of  Cheapnde^*'  that 
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Cheat — Cheesemongers. 


b,  little  or  nothing  was  given 
for  it. 

Cheat  or  nubbing-dieat  (thieves), 
the  gallows. 

See  what  yoar  laziness  is  come  to;  to  the 
ckeatt  for  thither  will  yoo  go  now,  that's 
infallible. — Fielding^:  Jonathan  Wild, 

Chee  (pidgin),  long ;  probably  an 
abbreviation  of  muchtt  "  much," 
China-boy    no    stoppee   chee 


<t 
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tim. 

Chee-chee,  (gipsy),  nothing,  less, 
Fnperflnons,  also  equivalent  to 
*♦  be  silent/* 

Cheek  (common),  assurance,  im- 
pudence. Probably  from  the 
habit  of  impudent  persons  of 
putting  their  tongue  in  their 
cheth. 

Although  .she  was  neither  good-looking 

nor  young, 
And  her  virtues,  if  any,  unknown  and 

unsung, 
She'd  a  dangerous  eye,  and  an  eloquent 
tongue. 
And  a  cheek  that  was  something 
sublime. 

— sporting  Times. 

Also,  share  or  portion. 
Cheeks  (common),  the  posterior. 
Cheeky  (common),  impudent. 

Boys  give  roe  a  good  deal  of  anno>-ance, 
they  are  so  very  cheeky. — May  hew :  Lon- 
don Labour  and  the  London  Poor. 

Cheese  (society),  "  quite  the 
cheesty'  varied  to  the  "  Stilton," 
or  "real  Stilton,"  synonymous 
with  quite  the  thing,  from  the 
Hindostani  or  Anglo-Indian  eAiz, 


thing.  Sometimes  9keeu  is  used 
as  a  derisive  nickname  for  any 
man  who  has  pretensions  to 
being  smart.  (Schools),  an 
adept;  one  boy  will  talk  of 
another  being  an  awful  tktne 
at  bowling,  fives,  Latin  verses, 
&c.  (R.  M.  Academy),  hard 
cheese,  equivalent  to  "hard 
lines,*'  no  Inck ;  especially  used 
at  billiards.  (Popular),  eheete 
it,  leave  off.  A  corruption  of 
cease. 

I  was  just  entering  npon  one  of  my  own 
composition,  when,  sir,  I  was  vulgarly 
requested  to  cheese  it. — Sf&rting  Times. 

(Thieves),  **  cheese  your  barri- 
kin,"  hold  your  noise.  (Nine- 
pins), the  balL 

He  sent  the  damaged  cheese  skimming 
and  cannoning  among  the  four  great  pins. 
—Greenwood :  Tag^  Rag^  &•  Co. 

Cheese  boxes  (American),  the 
nickname  given  by  irreverent 
Confederates  to  the  ironclads  of  » 
the  Monitor  type  then  (at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War)  just 
invented.  They,  however,  spoke 
even  as  disrespectfully  of  their 
own  unsuccessful  attempts  at  a 
similar  class  of  vessel,  calUng 
them  "  tinclads." 

Cheese-cutter  (common),  an  aqui- 
line nose;  also  a  large,  square 
peak  to  a  cap.  Cheese-euUerSt 
bandy  legs. 

Cheese -knife  (army),  sword. 

Cheesemoiig:ers,  once  a  popular 
name  for  the  ^irst  Lifeguards 
(Hotten). 


Cheese-toaster — Chew. 
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Clieese-t0Mter.(arm7),  a  sword. 

m  drive  my  chetu-toatUr  throofl^  his 
hotdrgn^Thaekcrmsf  I  Tkg  Virgmimms, 

Clieeflj  (society),  exceDent,  smart, 
varied  sometimes  to  "rare  Stil- 
ton," which  might  be  said  to  be 
the  sqiULre  power  of  cheuy. 

Che  •  mnck  (American),  food ; 
taken  from  the  Indians  of  the 
North- West,  and  now  onrrent 
among  the  miners. 

Cherpin  Uyower  (tinker),  book. 
*'  Cherpin  appears  to  be  ynlgar. 
Llycwer  was  on  second  thought 
dechired  bj  Owen  to  be  the  right 
word."  Gaelic,  leabJiar,  —  The 
Oyptia,    Fid^XTBSKIN  CHEEPS, 

telling  fortunes. 
Cherry  (thieves),  a  yoang  girL 

Cheny-bnms  (army).    Vide  Bum. 

Cherry-merry  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
present  of  money. 

Cherry-merry-bamboo  (Anglo-In- 
dian); a  beating,  a  term  probably 
invented  by  sufferers  with  very 
thick  hides  indeed. 

Cherry  pie  (common),  this  term 
was  formerly  used  with  the 
sense  of  the  more  modem 
"  tart,"  or  girL 

Cherry-pipe  (thieves),  a  woman. 
Pipe  is  rhyming  slang  for  ripe. 

Cbeny-ripe  (rhyming  slang),  a 
pipe. 


Chestmits  (American  and  Eng« 
lish),  an  exclamation  used  in 
reference  to  stale  news. 

The  thing's  goC  so  bloomin'  stole,  I  was 
sfiraid  you'd  yell  chestnuts  at  me  if  I  said 

Chete  (old  cant),  this  word  was 
extensively  used  by  the  va- 
grant classes  in  reference  to 
anything.  Teeth  were  called 
"  cracking  "  or  **  crunching 
ekeUet*  swine  "grunting  dUtei,** 
a  knife  a  "cutting  theU,*'  or 
the  gallows  a  *'  hanging "  or  a 
"topping  eheu:'  To  strike 
some  cketty  to  steal  something. 

This  word  is  used  as  an  affix 
in  the  formation  of  names 
(Turner),  and  is  equivalent, 
not  to  the  gypsy  engro^  which 
means  an  active  agent,  but  to 
engree,  denoting  "a  thing." 
Thus  ndb-cheU,  a  hat,  literally 
a  head-thing;  a  eaddinff-eheU, 
chicken  ;  hearing  -  chetet,  ears. 
Possibly  of  Gypsy-Indian  origin 
in  common  with  the  Anglo-In* 
dian  ehig,  corrupted  to  cAtte. 
Chit  and  ehitUr  have  also  the 
meaning  in  gypsy  of  "a  rag,  a 
bit,  a  piece."  It  may,  however, 
be  derived  from  the  root  of 
chattel;  M.  E.  ehatd^  property 
(also  cattle) ;  Old  French  eatd. 
This  would  lead  to  the  Low 
Latin  capitate  (Skeat),  but  there 
is  possibly  a  different  root  in 
common  with  the  Westmore- 
land chat,  a  fragment,  i«.,  a 
thing  or  bit. 

Chew  (prison),  a  bit  of  tobacco. 

A  piece  as  large  as  a  horse-bean,  caBed 
a  chew,  k  recorded  as  an  eqoivalsat  for 
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Ch€uy     Chtk. 


a  tweIve<otince  loaf  and  a  meat  ratioo.— 
Grgtmwood :  Gael  Birds  mt  Lmrgt* 

(American),  to  chew  oneself 
expressing  vexation. 

Say,  do  you  know  it's  &irly  rank  to  ba 
back  at  school.  Could  chew  myidC  I 
hate  it  tc—S^mg/Uld  RtpmbUctm. 

Chewg^ah  bag  (Australian  black- 
fellows),  the  wild  bee's  store  of 
honey. 

Chewins:  the  end  (commonf,  the 
habit  of  chewing  tobacco.  It  is 
corions  to  note  that  amongst 
the  farmers  and  stock-keepers 
of  Sorrej  the  eiui  is  called  a 
quid — hence  perhaps  "  a  qyad  of 
tobacco." 

Chewinsf  the  X9jg  or  fat  (armj), 
grumbling. 

Some  of  the  *'  knowing  blokes,"  promi* 
nent  among  whom  will  be  the  *' grousers," 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  chewing  the  rag 
er/at. — BrunUes  Pattersen :  Lift  in  the 
Rattks. 

Chew  it,  to  (cowboys),  to  eat. 

Chic  (society),  elegant,  dashing, 
perfect.  French,  chic.  For  the 
various  significations  of  the 
French  word,  vide  Barry's 
*•  Argot  and  Slang." 

One  of  the  most  chic  functions  of  the 
present  season  in  Paris  was  the  dinner  given 
last  Wednesday  by  Princess  Mathilde. — 
The  World. 

Chice.     Vide  Shice. 

Chicken  (Anglo-Indian),  embroi- 
dery.    Chiclcen-waUaf  a    pedlar 
of  embroidery.    Persian,  chikin, 
art  needlework. 
(Common),  a  term,  applied  to 


anything  young,  small,  or  in- 
significant ;  "  ehieken  stakes," 
emaU  paltry  stakes  (Hotten)b 

Chicken -bntdier  (old  sUng),  » 
poulterer. 

Chicken  fixings  (American). 
Bartlett  defines  this  as  chicken- 
fricassee,  but  it  is  often  used  to 
denote  chickens  prepared  in  any 
way.  The  common  expression 
"  corn-bread  and  common  doina, 
or  wheat -bread  and  ekicka^ 
Jixins"  intimates  as  much. 

Chicken  Nabob  (old  slang).  If  a 
man  returned  from  India  with 
a  larger  fortune  than  jf 50^000 
or  ;^6o,ooo  he  was  called  a 
chicken  ncibobt 

Chickerleary  cove  (coster),  an 
exceedingly  sharp  man. 

Chi-ike  (roughs),  a  street  salute, 
a  loud  word  of  hearty  praise,  a 
cheer. 

Now  j<»n  in  a  chi-ike — the 

Jolly  we  all  like, 
I'm  off  with  a  party  to  the  Vic 

—Vance:  The Ckickaleary Ceve, 

Chi-iked  (tailors),  chaffed  un- 
mercifully. 

Chik,  chick  (gypsy),  dirt,  day, 
ashes,  sand.  ChikHi  commi,  ob- 
jects of  earthenwaxe.  Sir 
c^OO^,  all  dirty. 

"  Beshdom  adot  akonya, 
Te  sftr  tnin  isd  dXkk 
Sas  kilo  mOllo  woogur 
Te  plno,  mdUo  chthh"^ 

*'  I  sat  there  alone,  and  all  one  oooM  tec 
was  black  dead  coals,  and  whiu  dead 
ashes.** 


Childretis  shoes — Chinche. 
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(Anglo-Indian),  an  abbreyia- 
tion  of  ehiekeen,  or  four  rupeei. 

Children's  shoes  (popular),  to 
"make  ehildren*$  thoe$"  to  be 
made  nought  of  (Hotten). 

ChUl,  to  (popular),  to  waim. 
From  the  expression  to  "take 
the  ehtU  off;"  "chilled  beer" 
for  warmed  beer  is  a  very  nraal 
term. 

Chik)  (pidgin  English),  child. 

Ping-Wiog,  he  pie-man  son, 
He  velly  worst  ckilo  alio  Canton, 
He  steal  he  mother  picklum  mice, 
An'  thlowee  cat  in  bilin  rice. 
Hab  chow-chow  up,  an' "  Now,"  Ulk  he, 
"  My  wonda'  where  he  meeow-cat  be  I" 
—The  Song  of  Ping-  Wing, 

Chimany,  chummeny  (gypsy), 
something,  anything.  Dimandy 
chomany,  "  Giye  me  something." 

Chiming^  (thieyes),  praising  a 
person  or  thing  that  is  un- 
worthy, for  the  purpose  of 
getting  off  a  bad  bargain. 

Chimleyco  (popular),  Fimlico. 

If  you're  stopping 
Down  in  Wapping, 
Rotten  Row,  or  Chimleyco. 
-^Song:  There's  a  lot  of  fun  in  LontUn, 

Chimmel  (tinker),  a  stick. 

Chimmes  (tinker),  wood  or  stick. 
YOt  Chimmel. 

Chimney  chops  (old  slang),  a 
name  given  to  a  negro. 

Chimney-pot  (common),  a  silk 
hat. 


An  excellent  life-preserver  may  be  madt 
in  a  few  seconds  in  the  following  manner : 
Lay  a  silk  handkerchief  on  the  ground  and 
spread  it  open.  Then  place  on  it,  brim 
downwards,  a  hat  of  the  "  chinnuy^i 
sort,"  and  tie  the  four  comers  of  it  together 
over  the  crown  of  it.  The  article  so  pre- 
pared may  then  be  thrown  to  the  drowning 
person  ;  or,  better  still,  it  may  be  taken  to 
him  by  some  one  that  can  swim.— i?tfjy'# 
Variety  /'dr/rr. 

Chimney  -  sweep  (common),  a 
black  draught. 

Chin  (American  thieves),  a  child ; 
probably  an  abbreviation  of  irm- 
chen.  (American),  to  cAin,  to 
chat. 

He  was  a  worker,  and  liked  nothing 
better  than  to  get  into  a  circle  of  young 
cow-punchers  and  chin  and  josh  with 
them. — Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasin, 

(Gypsy),  to  cut  or  write.  This 
suggests  the  Indian  cutting  or 
graving  all  letters  on  palm-leaves, 
&c.  (Hindu,  cAtnA,  a  scar.) 
Ch%namAngr\^  a  letter. 

Chinas  (Stock  Exchange),  Eastern 
Extension  Telegraph  Shares. 

China  Street  (thieves).  Accord- 
ing to  Vaux,  China  Street  is 
a  cant  name  for  Bow  Street, 
Covent  Garden  —  where  the 
celebrated  police  court  is 
situated. 

Chinche,  chints,  a  bug.  The 
authors  of  the  Anglo-Indian 
Glossary  say  that  "this  word 
is  now  quite  obsolete  both  in 
India  and  England."  But  it 
has  always  been  familiarly  used 
as  it  now  is  in  the  United  States, 
not  as  an  euphemism,  but  as 
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Chin-chin — Chip. 


the  correct  original  SpaniBb 
word.  It  is  remarkable  thai 
**  bog  "  was  originally  a  figura- 
tive and  perhi^  polite  term  for 

Ctdn-chin  (pldgiiirEnglish),  a  tenn 
derived  from  the  Mandarin 
(standard  dialect)  UHttg,  Ufing ; 
Cantonese,  cA*ifi^,  chHng,  equiva- 
lent to  "  thank  yon/'  or  a  polite 
"adieu"  or  salutation.  In 
pidgin  it  is  used  for  worship, 
prayer,  or  to  make  a  request. 

Chin-chopper  (popular),  a  blow 
under  the  chin. 

Chine,    chooa»     chen,     cho&e 

(gypsy),  the  moon. 

Chingarer,  chingera  (gypsy), 
sparks.    Hindu,  chingi,  spark. 

Chinger  (gypsy),  to  tear,  split, 
scold,  or  quarrel ;  through. 

Chingerben  (gypsy),  contrary, 
opposite. 

Chink  (thieves),  money. 

At  knock'emsdown  and  tiddlywink, 
To  be  a  sharp  you  must  not  shrink, 
But  be  a  brick  and  sport  your  cAt'MJk. 
—Tfu  Ltary  Mtm, 

Chinkers  (thieves),  money. 

Are  men  like  ns  to  be  entrapped  and  sold. 
And  see  no  money  down,  Sir  Hurly-Burly? 
We're  vile  crossbow>men,  and  a  knight  are 

you, 
Bat  steel  is  steel,  and  flesh  is  still  bat  flesh. 
So  let  us  see  your  ckinktrs, 

^Tmylori  PhiUp  Van  ArUvtUU. 

Also  handcuffs  and  shackles 
united  by  a  chain. 


dsbwrniiic  (BngUah  and  Ameri- 
ean),  talk,  coBvemtioa. 

"I  am  not,**  he  said,  "going  to  onte. 
Yoa.did  not  oone  here,  I  gueas,  to  hear 
me  pay  out  ddm-muHc,'' — Tht  GMm 

(Conmion  BngUsh),  talking, 
speechifying. 

But,  bless  yer,  my  bloater,  it  Isn't  all 

ddn-mutict  votes  and  "  'Ear,  'ear  1 " 
Or  Acy  voaMo't  catdi  m«  on  tha  ready, 
or  nail  me  for  ninepenoe.    No  fear  I 

-'Ptmch. 
Also  e^tfi  play. 

Chinqna  tokH  (low  theatrical), 
fivepenoe.    From  the  Italian. 

Chinse  (Winchester  College),  a 
chance. 

Chin-wasT  (common),  officious 
impertinence  (Hotten). 

Chip  (American  journalism). 
Local  items  in  newspapers  are 
called  cAtpt,  and  sometimes 
the  term  is  applied  to  the  re- 
porter who  collects  them.  It 
was  once  suggested  in  a  news- 
paper office  in  Philadelphia  that 
the  city  reporters  should  be 
called  "five-six,**  and  the  local 
editor,  "  seven-eight,"  in  accor- 
dance with  the  well-known 
rhyme : — 

Five,  dx — pide  ap  M^  ; 
Seven,  eight — lay  them  straight. 

(American),  to  cAtp,  to  under- 
stand. 

I  knew  at  onoe  that  they  bad  got  scared, 
and  had  trenched  ap  like  a  bevy  of  qoaab ; 
so  I  said  to  Jim,  "Now  yoa  let  me  do 
the  talking,  when  they  bqpn  to  sing 
'  Indians '—don't  yoa  cki/f—Frmmcit : 
Saddle  and  Moceatim, 


Chip  tn*^^Chit, 
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Chip  in  (American).  Defined  by 
Bartlett  as  meaning  to  contri- 
bnte.  He  gives  no  etymology 
for  the  word.  It  has  also 
another  meaning,  ».«.,  to  take 
shares  in  and  contribute,  as  if 
ten  men  were  all  to  chi^  in  on 
any  nndertaking.  Supposed  to 
be  derived  from  "chips/'  the 
connters  which  represent  money 
in  gambling.  As  implying  con- 
cealment, in  a  slangy  sense,  it 
probably  was  something  to  the 
gypsy  chipper,  to  hide ;  Hinds, 
chipana.  Tan  chipdnd,  to  hide 
the  body,  %.«.,  one's  sell 

Chipper  (American),  lively.  Pos- 
sibly from  *'  chippemigns," 
"chip-muk,"  or  '*  chip-munk," 
a  proverbially  lively  little  squir- 
rel. {Sieurtit  atriatm,  or  striped 
squirrel) 

Chippy  (common),  unwelL 

He  was  ckippUr  than  ever  after  a  jam* 
boree  of  abnormal  magnitude. — Sporting 
Times. 

Chips  (popular),  money. 

She  admitted  for  me  the  might  possibly 

care. 
Ckips,  eh  ?    I'm  no  mash  for  a  tinker. 

— Bird  o'  Frttdom, 

Also  a  nickname  for  a  car- 
penter. 

Chlrido  (gypsy),  a  bird.  Bamany 
Mrido,  "the  gypsy  bird,"  t.&, 
the  water-wagtalL  It  is  said 
that  whenever  one  sees  a  wat^- 
wagtail  he  will  soon  after  meet 
with  gypsies.  KSlo  ehirido,  a 
blackbird  or  orow;  sometimes 
pronounced  ehUlieo, 


ChirU,  ahirld  (gypsy),  a  star. 
Ohirki  or  ikirki,  a  star  in  Romany, 
may  possibly  have  something  in 
common  with  the  Persian  ehtrhk, 
meaning  the  sky,  or  ehiragh,  a 
lamp. 

Chirp,  to  (thieves  and  roughs),  to 
talk. 

I  firmly  resolved  to  chirpy  when  I  was 
taken  before  the  magistrate  to  give  evi- 
dence, as  Httle  as  possible.—/.  GV»m- 
wood:  Tk4  Little  Ragamnffint, 

Also  to  inform. 
Chirper  (journalistic),  a  singer. 

The  gentle  damsel  informed  the  votive 
vocalist  that  she  coald  not  sleep  at  nights 
through  thinking  about  burglars,  and  con- 
templated  purchaising  a  revolver.  *'  Don't 
be  rash,"  said  the  chirper, — Fun, 

Chirpy  (American),  cheerful,  like 
a  lark,  in  fact. 

Chirruper  (popular),  an  additional 
glass. 

Chisel,  to  (common),  properly  to 
cut  close  as  in  a  bargain,  Ac, 
to  cheat  in  a  small  way;  for  in- 
stance, to  try  to  sell  second-hand 
or  soiled  goods  for  new  ones. 
(Winchester  College),  to  cheat ; 
a  eh\»d,  a  cheat. 

Chit  (Anglo-Indian),  a  letter,  note, 
certificate,  or  pass.  It  is  remark- 
able that  for  nearly  a  century 
different  writers  in  India  speak 
of  the  habit  of  writing  notes  on 
all  occasions,  as  if  every  person 
in  the  country  were  a  Mioawber. 

Theta  incvtiant  chits  are  an  immeatt 
troable,  but  the  ladies  seem  to  like  them.— 
Lettertfrom  Metdrut  (vide  AmgU-IneUeM 
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Chit — Choker. 


(Pidgin-English),  same. 

Empelo  posha  he  name  topdde  gakntea 
ckii  (the  Emperor  wrote  hu  name  on  a 
grand  letter).— rA^  lV00lfy  Hen, 

(Clubs),  orders  for  drinks,  ^., 
g^yen  at  clubs. 

Chitterllngfs  (old),  the  shirt  frills 
formerly  fashionable. 

Chitti  (gjpsy),  nothing,  trifling. 

Chitty  (tailors),  an  assistant  cutter 
or  trimmer. 

Chitty -faced  (popular),  said  of 
one  who  has  a  childish  look, 
like  a  ehit  or  infant. 

CluT  (gypsy)  to  put,  place,  fix, 
throw.  "CAtvUsadrd"— "Put 
it  in."  "  Chlv  lis  avrl "— "  Throw 
it  away."  "  Chivella  o  chiriclo 
adr^  lestis  tan  "—'*  She  puts  the 
bird  into  his  cage"  (i.e.,  "  tent"). 
To  goad,  chase,  drive  about. 
In  this  sense  probably  from  chiv, 
a  sharp-pointed  knife  or  goad. 
Hence,  the  English  slang  word, 
to  "chivy."  "CAiv  apr^"  to 
put  or  throw  up. 

(Tinker  and  Romany),  a  point- 
ed knife.  In  gypsy  generally 
a  ehuri, 

Beruna,  gibel  a  chiv  for  the  gentry  cove. 
—DurtuU:  Vetutiit, 

Chivalry  (old),  coition.  To  do  an 
act  of  chivalry,  to  have  con- 
nection with  a  woman.  More 
modem  is  to  "ride,"  with  the 
same  sense.  Old  French  writers 
termed  this  ehevaulcher. 


Chive  (thieves),  a  knife ;  from  the 
gypey  to  chive,  to  stab. 

We  had  a  fight  and  he  pot  the  dUnriBto 
me. — HartUyi  J^tUHis/rvm/mil, 

Chive  fencer  (popular),  a  street 
seller  of  cheap  catlery. 

Chivy  (thieves),  the  face ;  to  dUfy, 
to  scold. 

Chlorhin  (tinker),  to  hear. 

Choakee.    See  Chokkt. 

Chocolate  gale  (nautical),  a  brisk 
N.W.  wind  off  the  West  Indies 
and  Spanish  Main  (Smyth). 

Choke-jade  (turf),  a  dip  in  the 
course  at  Newmarket  a  few 
hundred  yards  on  the  Cambridge 
side  of  the  running  gap  in  the 
Ditch. 

Choke  off,  to  (common),  to  get 
rid  of. 

"We  are  so  terribly  troubled  with  beg- 
gars. . .  ."  "Don't  know  how  to  ck^ht  *em 
off",  my  dear?  Why,  give  'em  pudding 
crust,  cake,  and  dumplings  of  your  own 
making  to  be  sure."— /^w». 

Choker  (prison),  a  celL  Vidk 
Choki. 

There  was  not  a  spare  potato  but  what 
he  seized  as  soon  as  the  dinner  tins  were 
put  outside  the  door  by  the  prisoners,  and 
as  a  rule  he  was  summarily  marched  off  to 
ch^ktr  for  stealing  food  intended  for  Her 
Miyesty's  pigs.  Choktr  had  no  terror  for 
this  Chancery  barrister— ^e  rather  liked  it. 
•^Evtning  Ntw*. 

Also  a  garotter.    (Ck>inmon), 
a  cravat. 


Choker — Choops. 
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He  looks  when  walking — ^pretty  pet ! 
With  gait  still  stiffer  than  his  choker. 
As  if  he'd  swallowed  for  a  bet, 
Or  by  mistake,  the  kitchen  poker. 

"Ally  Sheer's  Half-Holiday. 

"  White-c^oJbcr,"  a  white  tie. 

We  have  what  Mugford  calls  a  whitt' 
cMaker  dinner  Xx>-d9.y.— Thackeray  :  Tht 
Advtntures  of  Philip, 

Also  a  clergyman. 

Chokey   (popular   and   thieves), 
prison.     Yvie  Choki. 

And  didn't  a  bobby  claw  'old  on  me  .  .  . 
and  gits  me  a  week  in  chokiy^  cox  he 
said  I  was  a  priggin'.— /^.  Evatu:  Th§ 
Brighton  Beach  Loafer. 

In  prisons  eJiokey  refers  speci- 
ally to  the  punishment  celL 
(Anglo-Indian),  a  chair. 

Don't  throw  yourself  back  in  yonr  hurra 
chokey  and  tell  me  it  won't  do. — Warren 
Hastings  to  G.  Vansittart. 

Also  a  police  station,  a  cnstom 
or  toll  house.  Hence  watching 
or  mounting   guard   is   caUed 

Choki,  or  chokie,  the  guard-room. 
The  lock-up  or  prison  for  mis- 
conducted or  drunken  soldiers, 
which  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
guard -house,  and  under  the 
charge  of  the  barrack  guard; 
generally  a  dark,  gruesome 
place,  with  no  furniture  but  the 
guard  bed,  the  "little  soldat" 
of  the  French  army,  a  standing 
wooden  erection,  fixed,  and  on 
a  slope,  with  a  raised  wooden 
pillow  «t  one  end.  It  is  the 
father  of  the  plank  bed,  the 
only  bed  for  short-term  pri- 
soners in  modem  prison  disci- 


pline. Chohi  is  Anglo-Hindu- 
stani, derived  from  ehaiikf  the 
market-place  near  the  gate 
in  which  Orientals,  like  our 
mediaevals,  lodged  their  cap- 
tives. 

Chokidar  (Anglo-Indian) ,  a  watch- 
man ;  sometimes  a  police  atten- 
dant. 

Chokka  (gypsy),  shoe  or  boot. 
Hindu,  charka. 

Chokra,  chuckoroo  (Anglo-In- 
dian), a  boy,  a  youngster,  especi- 
ally one  employed  about  a  house- 
hold, or  a  regiment. 

Chone  (gypsy),  the  moon.  Also 
cheru 

"  Tu  shan  i  chone  odre  o  hev 
Miri  deari  k&meli  rani, 
Te  waveri  foki  shan  o  bav 
Kun  giv'la  tut'  fon  mAn  'y  "— 

"  The  moon  which  passes  o'er  the  sky, 
My  darling,  seems  like  thee, 
And  other  folk  are  but  the  clouds 
That  hide  thy  face  from  me." 

Chonkeys  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

Chonkeys  are  a  kind  of  mince- meat  baked 
in  crust. — Mayhew :  London  Labour  and 
the  London  Poor. 

Choomer  (gypsy),  a  kiss.  Plural, 
ekHmya,  kisses. 

"  Si  miri  chUmya  shan  kushti  to  hi 
Tu  nasti  hatch  bockalo,  deari  ajl  *' — 

"  If  kisses  of  mine  were  good  to  eat, 
You   shouldn't   go    hungry   long,    my 
sweet." 

Choops  (Anglo  -  Indian),  keep 
silence;  a  corruption  of  dioo- 
praho. 
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Chootah — Chans. 


Chootah  (Anglo-Indian),  small, 
intignificant 

Chop  (pidgin  and  Anglo-Indian), 
properlj,  a  seal,  stamp,  or  im- 
pression. Used  to  indicate 
quality,  as  in  "first  chop"  ue, 
atamped  or  branded,  or  mariced 
aa  the  best.  Hindu,  e4*A^.  It 
is  used  on  the  Eastern  seas  also 
for  certificate,  pass,  license,  sig- 
nature. C%op-house,  a  onstom- 
honse. 

« 

Wang  he  go  to  fi'st  cAaf  coffin. 
To  be  mand'lin  an'  chin<chin  um  I 

Chop,  to  (tnrf),  to  beat.  Bssex 
dialect,  cfiopt  to  fiog.  From  chop 
or  chap,  to  cut. 

Another  in  John  Dawson's  stable  is  likely 
to  be  very  handy  here,  and  that  one  b 
Hawthorn,  who  created  such  a  sensation 
when  she  chopped  the  mighty  Salisbury 
at  York  the  year  before  last. — Sporting 
Times. 

(Sport),  to  outstrip,  catch. 

A  certain  meet  where,  after  chopping 
their  fox,  poor  Reynard's  carcass  was 
"pinched"  by  a  Brummagem  rough. — 
Bird  o'  Freedom* 

Chop-chop  (pidgin),  quick, 
quickly,  make  haste,  look  sharp. 
Cantonese,  k&p  -  k&p:  Man- 
darin, kip-kip.  **  In  the  North- 
em  dialects  kvKii'kwai,  quick, 
quick,  is  more  usual"  (Bishop 
Moule). 

That  nightey  tim  begin  chop^hpPj 
One  young  man  walkee,  no  can  stop, 
Maskee  snow,  maftkee  ice, 
He  cally  flag  wit'  chop  so  nic^— 
Top-side  galow ! 

—£xietiii^. 


Choppar,dHipiiitiff  blow  (boziiig), 
a  short,  downward  blow  with  the 
knuckles,  deliyered  from  the 
elbow.  One  of  the  most  clumsy, 
ineffective,  and  most  easily  par- 
ried blows  that  could  be  re- 
sorted ta  It  was  aeveitheless 
a  favourite  vrith  Slack  (cham- 
pion, 1750-60). 

Chopper  on  (printers).  A  man 
when  miserable  or  "down  in 
the  dumps"  is  said  to  have  a 
chopper  on. 

Chopping  ffirl  (old  slang),  a  very 
young  female  who  ezhibita 
sexual  precocity.  One  who  has 
la  euiitegaie,  as  the  French  slang 
humorously  expresses  it. 

Choppy  (American),  applied  to  a 
broken,  hillocky  county. 

Chops  (popular),  the  mouth.  A 
"  wipe  in  the  chopa"  a  blow  on 
the  face ;  '*  down  in  the  cheps^" 
sad.  Chops  is  a  nickname  g^ven 
by  schoolboys  to  one  who  has 
well-developed  maxiUaries. 

Chor,  char  (gypsy),  grass.  Hindu, 
ehaira,  fodder. 

Chore  (gypsy),  a  thief,  to  steaL 
**Kai  did  tute  chore  adovoT** — 
"Where  did  you  steal  that?** 
Hindu,  chor,  a  thief. 

Chores  (American),  odd  Jobs.  A 
"  choreman  '*  is  a  handy  man,  a 
Jack  of  all  trades. 

Their  carpenter  was  dead,  and  I  am  a 
handy  man,  so  I  took  his  place.    Then 
made  a  few  dollars  doing  ckont  afoaod. — 
TktGoUmBmtUrfy* 


Charing — Chauhchow. 
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Chmng  (Soottish  thieves),  ateal- 
ing.    From  the  gypej. 

WhOe  outside  the  cells  be  heard  .  .  . 
ask  "What  she  was  in  for?"  Madver 
replied,  "  CAorimg,  me  and  Maggie 
Deraney.'*  He  took  that  to  mean  sual- 
ing.—Scctiisk  Ntwspaptr, 

Choro  (gypsy),  poor;  also  e^urero 
and  dUkncIir,  poorer.  "Mandy's 
adWecfe" — "I  am  a  poor  man." 
This  word  is  confused  with 
ehortdo^  one  not  of  pure  g^psy 
blood,  and  stolen;  f.^.,  thwrtdo 
or  fotk  atC  patht  half  and  half, 
also  a  poor  person. 

"  Oh,  oiandy  shorn  ckffr»  te  kfllo ; 
Oh,  mandy  shorn  kek  pensa  rye  " — 

"  Oh,  I  am  poor  and  black ; 
Oh,  I  am  not  like  a  gentleman." 
—Gypsy  Wooing. 

Chortle  (popular),  to  howL 

Chota^asry  (Anglo-Indian), 
**  little  breakfast ; "  refreshment 
taken  early  in  the  morning, 
corresponding  to  the  auroral 
mint  julep  or  pre-prandial  cock- 
tail of  Virginia.  An  ante-break- 
fast 

The  small  meal  commonly  known  in 
India  as  chota-kdnri^  and  in  our  English 
colonies  as  Early  Teau—lVaru^:  Trppi- 
cmlRtneUnt, 

Chonse  (schools).  It  is  a  regnlar 
eKoute^  signifies  it  is  a  great 
shame. 

The  boy  .  .  .  was  told  that  what  he 
had  done  was  an  awful  chouse. — BrintUy 
RichmrtU :  Sntn  Years  at  Eton, 

(Common),  to  eAotof ,  to  cheat 
out  of  one's  share  or  portion. 
Supposed  to  be  derifed  from 


the  Turkish  dkiomit,  an  inter- 
preter, on  account  of  a  gross 
fraud  committed  by  one  on 
Turkish  merchants  in  London. 

Chont  (East  End,  London),  an  en- 
tertainment (Hotten). 

ChoTey  (costermongers),  a  shop. 

Chovihani,  cho^ihaii  (gyp^)»  a 
witch,  a  wizard.  Hindu,  eAot- 
Kaiai,  '*MiridiribIbtmakamftm 
batidiro  tevel  chovihani" — "  My 
dear  aunt,  I  would  like  to  be- 
come a  witch.*' 

Chowdar  (Anglo-Chinese),  a  fooL 

Chow-chow  (pidgin-English),  to 
eat,  or  food  of  any  kind.  This 
is  the  chief  definition,  but  the 
word  is  also  specially  applied  to 
a  kind  of  sweet  preserve  made 
of  many  things,  and  has  thence 
been  somewhat  incorrectly  taken 
to  mean  a  medley  of  trifles  of 
any  kind.  Also  cAov-cAow,  "  to 
have  a  meaL  "  In  the  Mandarin 
dialect  cki-fan^  showing  that  the 
radical  of  the  word  means  to 
eat,  and  not  a  mixture. 

'*  Littee  Jack  Homa, 
Makee  sit  inside  coma. 
Chow-chow  he  CUsmas-pia ; 
He  puttee  inside  t'um." 

We  ate  chow-chow  with  chop«(icki  00 
the  celestial  restaurants. — Mark  Tkomim: 
Imstocents  a£  Home. 

The  word  chow<how  is  sogtMtive 
especially  to  the  Indian  reader  of  a  ■irtorm 
of  things  good,  bad,  and  indifierent;  of 
sweet  little  oranges  and  bits  of  bamboo 
stick,  slices  of  sugar<anc  and  rioda  of 
unripe  fruit,  all  concocted  together  •  .  . 
into  a  very  tolerable  confection. — Bombeigf 
QuarUrly  RevUw^  1858. 
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ChawiPig — Chucked. 


Chowing^  or  chippiii^  (theatiioal), 
incessant  talking,  grumbling. 

Chriftening  (thieves),  ekrigUning 
a  watch  is  altering  the  name  of 
maker  and  nomber. 

Chriitians  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity), a  name  given  to  the 
members  of  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge. 

Chuck  (Westminster  School),  a 
schoolboy's  treat. 

(Military),  mealy  bread.  (Nau- 
tical), hard  chuck,  sea  biscuit. 
(Popular),  explained  by  quota- 
tion. 

A  labourer  will  term  a  fellow  he  dislikes 
"a  beggar  who  eau  cAmdk"  chuck  being 
a  low-priced  part  of  the  carcase.— J'tew- 
dard. 

Also  bread  and  meat. 
(Common),  the  ck%iek,  turning 
out  of  doors,  dlsmisBal. 

And  I  shall  get  the  blooming  chnck  as 
well  as  fourteen  days. — Sportittf  Tittu*. 

Chock,  to  (popular),  to  eat. 

Mo  and  his  num  were  having  a  great 
breakfast  one  morning.  .  . .  Mo  exclaimed 
to  his  man,  '*  Chuck  rumbo  (eat  plenty)  my 
\Md:'—HindUy:  Lift  and  Advtnturts  of 
a  Cheap  Jack, 

To  turn  out  of  doors,  used 
specially  in  reference  to  drunken 
men  forcibly  ejected  from  public- 
houses. 

There's  one  on  'em  a-ntting  next  to  me 
.  .  .  let's  ch$tck  hiBL—Sfcrtimi'  Timus, 

To  chuck  or  chuck  up,  to  give 
op  the  game  or  attempt,  from 
the  custom  of  throwing  up  the 
sponge  at  a  prize  fight. 


The  rest  of  ns  can  dhMl  sp  woric  indefi- 
nitely.—«S>9rtfii|f  Timit, 

Chock  a  fit,  to  (popular),  to  pre- 
tend to  have  a  fit. 


He  suddenly  tnmbled 
and  Pascal's  "  Words  and  Music  for  Chil- 
dren of  all  Ages,"  and  he  nearly  chmeked 
MjSi  when  he  saw  that  No.  9,  described 
as  a  drinking  song,  was  called  "Ginger 
Beer,"  and  in  praise  of  that  floid  I— %S>»rf • 

Cllack  and  toss  (popular),  tossing 
for  halfpence. 

They  frequently  had  halfpence  giren  to 
them.  They  played  also  at  chttck  mmd 
Uu  with  the  joomeymen,  and  of  course 
were  stripped  of  erery  farthing. — J^my 
hew:  London  Labour  and  tho  London 
Poor, 

Chock  a  stall,  to  (thieves),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

I  said  to  my  pal,  "Chuck  moastmUuid 
I'll  have  that."  What  did  I  mean  ?  Why, 
keep  close  to  me,  and  corer  what  I'm 
doing.— Grtntwffod :  Stvon  Veart'  Penal 
Servitude, 

Chock  chorchte  (old  slang),  those 
who  dealt  simoniacally  in  the 
sale  of  livings  were  so  called* 

Chocked  (prison),  acquitted  or 
released.  *'  7,  or  the  chuck  for 
a  clock,"  inscribed  on  a  prison 
wall,  meant  that  the  writer  ex- 
pected seven  years*  penal  servi- 
tude, if  he  was  not  acquitted, 
on  the  charge  of  stealing  a 
watch. 

Rit  from  7  dials;  remanded  innocent 
on  two  charges  of  pokes,  only  out  a  weeks 
for  a  drag,  expects  to  be  fulUed  or  else 
dmcked^-^HortUy : 


Chucbed—Chull. 
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(Popnlar),  disappointed,  thrown 
OQt,  sold,  reproved. 

Ckuckid  again,  chucked  again ! 
Whatever  may  happen  I  get  all  the  blame. 
Wherever  I  go,  it  u  always  the  same — 
JoUy  well  chucked  again  I 

—Yardlefi  Chucked  Aitun. 

Chucked  in,  into  the  bargain. 

Went  to  one  on  'em  yesterday,  CharUe ;  a 
regular  old  up  and  down  lark. 

The  Pallis  free  gratis,  mixed  up  with  a  old 
country  fair  in  a  park, 

And  Rosherville  gardens  chucked  in. 

'— Punch, 

Chocked  up  (prison),  discharged 
from  jaiL 

When  I  was  chucked  up  they  took  me 
to  an  old  Jew's  in  Dudley  Street  for  my 
clothes. — Eifening  Nevus. 

Chucker  (cricketers),  a  bowler 
who  throws  the  ball  instead 
of  bowling  it.  Also  one  who 
volnnteers  to  play,  and  does  not 
keep  his  proxnise. 

(Common),  chucker ^  or  chucker 
out,  a  waiter  or  potman  whose 
duty  it  is  to  turn  dronkards  out. 

'Tis  midnight— the  chucker  his  duty  has 

done ;     * 
In  the  gutter  lies  Liia — she's  been  in  the 


"gun." 


•Sportimg  Times, 


Used  figuratively. 

Lord  Grey  was  about  to  resume  his  rdle 
of  chucker  out  to  the  proposed  measure  of 
his  own  party. — Punch. 

^  (Anglo-Indian),     chucker,    a 
quoit. 

Chock  in  (popular),  to  challenge ; 
from  the  prize-fighting  custom 
of  throwing  a  cap  into  the  ring. 
Nearly  obsolete. 


Chocking^  a  early  (militaiy), 
going  sick  without  cause.  To 
"chuck"  a  fit  is  a  common 
slang  expression  for  counter- 
feiting one,  and  the  euHy  may 
be  traceable  to  the  contortions 
and  convulsions  of  the  supposed 
sufferer,  who  is  all  curled  up  as 
he  lies  writhing  on  the  bed  or 
floor. 

Chocking     a     JoUy     (ooster- 

mongers),  ironically  praising  a 
greenhorn,  or  the  goods  of  a 
comrad& 

Chocking^  rocks  (American), 
throwing  stones. 

Chockle-head  (popular),  a  man 
with  a  large  head,  a  dunce. 

Chock-me-dos  (bird  fanciers),  a 
variety  of  singing-bird,  in  imita- 
tion of  its  noteSb 

Talk  about  3^er  Middlesex  rubbish,  with 
their  toll-loll-loll-kiss-me^ears ;  they  don't 
touch  yer  reg'ler  good  chuck-mc'dos  by  any 
number  of  chalks.—/.  Greenwood:  In 
Strange  Company, 

Chock  the  dummy,  to  (thieves), 
to  feign  an  epileptic  attack  or  a 
fit.  In  prisons  the  expression 
applies  to  one  who  feigns  an 
epileptic  fit  in  order  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  infirmary. 

Choff  it  (popular),  be  off. 

Choll  (Anglo-Indian),  make  haste 
An  abbreviation  of  the  Hindo- 
stance  chvUo,  go  along. 
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ChumfHOge — CmdnnaH. 


Chnmtnage,  rhnmmingHip  (old), 
a  custom  amongst  prisoDfira  be- 
fore imprisonment  for  debt  was 
abolished.  When  a  fresh  man 
was  admitted  to  their  number, 
rough  music  was  made  with 
poker,  tongs,  sticks,  and  saace- 
pans.  For  this  oyation  the  ini- 
tiated prisoner  had  to  pay 
(Hotten). 

Chamfliy  (popular),  chimney- 
sweep. Also  a  low-orowned 
folt  hat. 

Chump  (popular),  for  chum. 

Fancy,  old  chump^ 
Me  doing  the  sawdusty  reglar,  and  foller- 
tng  swells  on  the  stump. 

A  hard-headed  fellow;   the 
head.    "  Off  his  chump"  insane. 

Old  gentleman  off  his  rA«M/— runs 
away. — Stmt:  Social Kaieidasco^. 

(American),  a  chump^  a  fellow, 
chap. 

We  believe  that  he  is  the  man  to  put  on 
the  turf  with  John  L.  with  bare  fists,  and 
stop  the  big  chumfs  noise. — Ntw  York 
National  Folic*  GasetU. 

Chump  of  wcxMi  (rhyming  slang), 
no  good. 

Chunk  (streets),  explained  by 
<]uotation. 

Here  they  gambol  about  like  rabbits, 
until  somebody  raises  the  cry,  "  Nix  I  the 
ckuMk"  (the  slang  term  for  School  Boaid 
oflkerX  —  Tkor  Fredur:  Skeickct  from 
Shady  Places, 

Chuokd  (American),  large  quan- 
tity. 


Look  here,  pud,  tv«Ve  Mflick  it  this 
time ;  cAmOv  of  k  1— A'mp  Ytrh  Star, 


Church,  a  term  of  mdeatnMnt. 
"  My  ekureh"  my  dear  I 

(Thieves),  to  '\ehiufek  a  yaok,'* 
vyie  Ghbistbnihg. 

Chnrcfaed  (common),  married. 

"  If  it  were  not  for  die  women,  I  f<nr 
few  dinrches  would  be  wanted.**  "Of 
course  lK>t,  there'd  be  no  oat  to  be 
chttrthcd,"—S/oriit^  Times. 

Chu-shung^  (pidgin),  Chinesetftecm- 
cku-ihang,  **  you  little  beast "  or 
"animal."  Often  used  jestingly 
in  conversation  with  flower-boat 
girls. 

She  talkee,  **  Whomenyou  comed!s»de? 
My  pay  you  flog  gtun,  sheom^m'Skamg^t  yon 
Uttee  beasts — toH'iu-k^-iow — my  cotiee 
off  your  head ! "— rA«  Litiie  Wi/k. 

Chuzzle,  to  (popular),  cheat,  cir- 
cumvent. 

Clff  (American),  a  cigar. 

Dancing  the  jig, 
Every  fellow  with  a  cig. 
And  a  c^  of  confounded  bad  tobacco. 

— Broadside 

Cinch  (American),  to  subdue,  get 
the  better  o^  extort,  impose 
upon. 

My  father  is  wealthy,  and  I  tlunk  I  can 
cinch  him  for  fire  hondred  doUan.— 
Denver  Re^nblicA 


(Thietes),  to  put  the  screw  on 
any  one. 

Chidimati  olives  .(American), 
pigs,  because  a  large  quantity 
of  oHve  o&  is  manufaotored  out 
of  Cincinnati  htfdL 


i-r.^       ^  - 


M^^iimS^ '  "Ml    iiia'i 


Cinder — Claret-jug. 
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Cinder  (common),  a  dram  of 
spirits  mixed  with  seltier  or 
soda  water.  (Sporting),  the 
cinder  t  the  mnning  path. 

At   Lords'   wickets,  or   LiUey  Bridfs 
cinder.— FuM^  Folks, 

Cinder  grabber  (popular),  a  ser- 
vant maid. 

Circmnbendibiis  (common),  in  a 
ronndaboat  waj.    A  long  jam. 

Circns  cnss  (thieves),  circus 
rider. 

City  college  (thieves),  Newgate 
prison. 

Civil  rig  (beggars),  a  trick  of 
beggars  to  obtain  alms  by  over 
civility. 

Civvies  (army),  a  suit  of  ciwiet, 
i.e.,  civilian's  clothes. 

Clack  (popular),  the  tongue, 
speech;  to  dock,  to  talk  idly, 
to  chatter. 

Clack  box  (common),  a  garmlous 
person. 

Clacker  (popular),  talk,  chatter, 
also  pudding  or  pie  crust. 

I  hope  we've  got  plenty  of  clacMer  for 
Christinas  if  we  haven't  got  anything  else. 
—Rart  BiU. 

Clack-loft  (popular),  a  pulpit. 

Cladder  (old),  a  male  flirt. 

Claggnm  (popular),  boiled  treaole 
hardened.    From  "  clog." 


Claim  (Australian  and  American), 
a  miner's  allotment. 

The  hill  is  systematically  honey^oombed 
with  clai$KS  old  and  new. — L.  Work: 
AmstraliaH  Printers'  Keepsake, 

(Thieves),  to  daim^  to  steal. 

Clam  bntcher  (American),  a  man 
who  opens  datM, 

Clank  (thieves  and  tramps),  a 
tankard. 

Tip  me  the  eUmkt  like  •  timber-moat  as 
you  are. — DisraeH:  Veneiia. 

Clanker  (old  oant),  sUver  plate. 

Clapper  (popular),  the  tongue; 
more  especially  that  of  a  loqua* 
dous  person. 

Clapper-dodgeon  (old  oant),  a 
beggar  bom. 

Claras  (Stock  Exchange),  Cale- 
donian Railway  stock. 

For  we  have  our  Sarahs  and  Cimnu, 
Our  Noras  and  Doras  for  fays. 

•^Atkin :  House  Scra^, 

Claret  (pugilistic),  a  term  which 
has  become  general  for  blood. 

If  3roQ  spill 
One  drop  of  his  claret  that's  not  in  your 

bUl. 
I'll  hang  you.    By  jingo  I  I  will. 

•"IngoUsby  L^pends. 

To  tap  the  duni^  to   draw 
blood. 

Claret-jng  (pugilistic),  now  com- 
mon for  the  nose. 

What,  oh  what's  the  meaning  of  that 

chappie's  blackened  eyes  ? 
On  his  claret-jui^  I  ask  you,  what's  that 

variegated  rise  f 

-■Bird  d  Freedom. 
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Classy — Ckymans. 


Classy,  cUshy  ( Anglo-Indian),  a 
common  sort  of  person,  a  tent- 
pitcher,  a  chain-bearer. 

Claw  (prison),  a  laah  of  the  cat-o'- 
nine  tails. 

Ob !  cttM  that  old  Kerr,  who  condemned 
me  to  twenty-five  claws  with  the  cat. 
—  GruKWOod :    A    Night   in   a    Work' 

Claw-hammer  (common),  dress 
coat.  In  French  slang,  queue 
de  pie,  or  sifflet. 

The  black  clawhammer  coat  was  gene- 
rally wom.—StandanL 

Claws  for  breakfast  (prison),  a 
homorons  expression  for  the 
infliction  of  the  cat,  which 
usually  takes  place  in  the 
morning. 

...  A  ruffian  beins  uncertun  as  to  the 
morning  when  he  is  to  have,  as  he  himself 
would  say»  claws  for  breakfast ^  is  in  the 
habit  of  lying  night  after  night  in  a  sweat 
of  terror. — Grtenwood:  In  Strang*  Com- 
pany. 

Clean  (thieves),  expert,  smart.  In 
French,  tin  tctdat  propre  is  a 
smart  soldier. 

Clean  out,  to  (common),  to  take 
or  win  all  one  has ;  to  rain. 

Ah !  ...  he  has  cUamd  mt  out,  but  I 
can  go  and  earn  some  more  when  I  like.—- 
Dickens:  Oliver  Twist, 

Clean  skin  (Australian),  the  term 
for  unbranded  and  wild-bred 
cattle  which  haye  escaped  to 
the  scrabs. 


In  such  a  cotmtry  it  was  peffectljr  hop** 
Ian  to  dream  of  getting  any  of  the  dSww 
aftmf  home  to  the  yBxdM»-^^i$ick  HaUam  z 
Aikmmce  Amtiraiim, 

Clean  straw  (Winoheiter  College), 
clean  sheets.  Formerly  the 
beds  had  a  straw  mattress, 
hence  the  expression. 

Clean  the  slate,  to  (popular),  to 
pay  off  all  debts. 

And  everything  comes  right  tome  day. 
Though  "  thirty-five  per  cent.**  b  hoc, 
*Tis  dieap  when  pa   pays  all  die 

shotl 
Let  hatter,  tailor,  fellahs  wait, 
A  wife  with  cash  will  clean  the  slaie, 
Sallad:  TrmUU, 

Clear  (thieyes),  drank. 

Clear  crystal  (popular),  spirits 
generally,  but  more  correctly 
probably  gin  or  whisky  only. 

Cleave  (old  slang),  one  that  will 
deave  is  said  of  wanton  and 
forward  women,  such  as  would 
throw  themselTes  at  a  man  with- 
out waiting  for  favour  to  be 
asked  of  them. 

Clerked  (old),  imposed  upon. 

Clerk's  blood  (old),  red  ink.  A 
common  expression  of  Ghazlei 
Lamb's. 

Clever -shins    (schools),    a    i^ 

fellow. 

Cleynums  (old  cant),  artificial 
sores  made  by  beggars  to  im- 
pose upon  people. 


CUci— Clobber. 


Click  (popQlAr),  a  blow;  to  eUdc, 


clinitr,  lin'I  iht  T  (>k  nK  ibcH  (dgui], 
ud  Ihey  ue  'ottid  Ud.~tVvi  tr  Wi/,. 


(Thierw),  a  cb^n. 


—Mm:  TtmCrWiMrmTiaL 

Clicker  (printing),  a  penoa  in  a 
priottDg-office  who  U  at  the 
head  of  a  cert^a  Damber  of 
compodtors  for  a  particular 
division  of  work  or  otherwiae. 
It  ia  also  uaed  in  the  sboemak- 
Ing  trade.  (Trade),  a  female 
touter  at «  boDuet-shop,  or  the 
aerrant  of  aealesman  who  stands 
at  the  door.  (Popular),  a  knock- 
down blow. 


Clink-rig  (thierei],  steoUng  taa- 
karda  from  pablio-honses. 

Clippfr  (geneial},  tomething  tbtj 
good,  very  fast,  above  the  aver* 
age.  Derired  from  the  iwitt- 
sailing  ships  called  opium  and 

Thei«  miul  be  A  Hw  bom  bought,  doc 


Clift,  to  (thieres),  to  BteaL 

Clinch  (popular  and  thierea],  to 
get  the  oltncA,  to  be  unpriEcmed, 

Clincher  (general),  a  settler. 

Clink  (military),  another  term  for 
guaid-honse,  derived  evidently 
from  the  C'lini,  one  of  the  ancient 
London  prisons,  that  of  West- 
miuater.  fiir  Walter  Scott,  in 
"  Feieril  of  the  Peak,"  makes 
Jem  Clink  one  of  the  warders 
In  Newgate. 

(Thieves),  plate. 
H<  wouldn't  have  b«n  hobbled  bat  tba 

eUnk   to   bbu.— C.  Parkrr:  VtriipUtd 

Clinker  (common),  any  tling  or 
person  that  is  flrst-rate,  sqtdva- 
lent  to  a  "  ftumer." 


UCHm,  Sam  Ki  it  do."—/.  Grttmuttd: 
Tlu  LitlU  Raeamnffiat. 

Clipping  (general),  excellent. 
A  "elipping  ball,"  a  "dipping 
good  chap."     FidtOuPPBR. 

Cliahpen  (tinker),  to  break  b; 
letting  fall 

Cliap  (tinker),  to  fall;  let  fall. 

Oo«k-twitchera  (old  cant),  tbievea 
who  robbed  passers-by  of  their 
cloaks.     The   old  French  ttre- 


Clobber  (popular  and  thieves), 
clothes.  A  corruption  of  that 
word,  with  a  change  of  syllable. 

ir  jDD  are  hmri  gp  iilirtiTi  lei]  Ihe  dear 
thiDgi  that  you  mrc  a  Eenlleman'i  Taiot. 
Tbii  will  account  for  jour  ;ood  cMfifr. — 

Ncit  Dotnint  I  IOC  up  abenl  Km,  ud 
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Clobbend  up-^CloiheS'fnn. 


oa  the  old  cUUtr  to  work  with  tho  kipsy. 
•^Honliy :  Jattiagt/rfm  Jail, 

Clobbered  up  (popular  and  vul- 
gar), dressed  up. 

**  D'you  know,  if  you  were  ebUtftd  a^ 
I  ahooldn't  mind  taking  you  ootT"  She 
promised  to  be  presentable.  In  her  own 
words,  she  said,  *«  I'U  come  clMtrwd  i^ 
like  a  dukess."— /Vwi. 

(Theatrical),     patched     up ; 
shabby-genteel  get  up. 

Clock  (English  and  American),  a 
watch. 

When  you  have  the  cUsh  safe  in  your 
band,  break  the  little  ring  that  holds  it  to 
the  chain,  nung  both  hands  to  do  it,  and 
then  drop  the  sndccr  (victhn)  into  his 
chair  (seat)  again,  and  say,  "  Wait  here  tiU 
I  bring  yoo  a  c^^-^PkUrndtl^him.  Prut. 

Clock  -  calm   (nantical),    perfect 
calm. 

Clod -crushers    (American),    an 
epithet  used  by  Americans  to 
describe  the  large  feet  which 
they  believe  to  be  the  charac- 
teristics  of    Englishwomen    as 
compared  with  those  of  their 
own  country,  an  opinion  shared 
by  other  foreign  critics  as  well ; 
but  in  reality  the  question  is 
one  that  rests  wholly  on  the  art 
of  the  shoemaker,  and  it  is  a 
fact    that    English    ladies    of 
fashion    (who   generally    show 
greater  regard  for  the  appear- 
ance of  their  nether  extremity, 
from  the  garter  downward,  than 
their  more  humble  and  plain 
sisters  usually  do)  can  favour- 
ably compare,  in  that  respect  at 
least,  with  any  of  the  dainty, 


neat-anklad,  light-tripfdiig 
of  New  York  or  Fazis.  At  aay 
rate  they  take  more  whdleaome 
exercise  in  the  freeh  air,  and  if 
they  fail  to  satisfy  to  the  same 
extent  the  eye  of  the  artist  or 
the  vduptuazy,  they  are  able  to 
walk  greater  distances  without 
groaning  at  every  step,  and 
decidedly  have  the  advantage 
at  *'  crushing  clods." 
(Common),  large  feet. 

Qoister-roash  (^^chester  Col- 
lege), Formerly  in  cloister- 
time  two  halves  of  the  sohool 
used  to  rush  from  the  ends  of 
the  school  at  each  other.  To 
run  "cloisters":  when  a  man 
in  junior  part  is  put  into  senior 
part  without  passing  through 
the  middle  one  he  is  said  to 
*'  run  cloisters." 

Clothes,  colonred  (army),  plain 
clothes  as  distinguished  from 
uniform.  More  particularly  in 
the  infantry,  and  the  expression 
"  coloured  "  is  probably  ironical, 
plain  clothes,  or  mufti,  being  as 
a  rule  less  strongly  colomned 
than  the  crimson  livery  of  the 
Queen.  The  expression  has 
official  sanction,  however,  and 
is  often  used  at  courts-martial, 
when  a  prisoner  is  charged  with 
having  *'  absented  himself  with- 
out leave,  until  apprehended  in 
•coloured  clothes,'"  ftc.  &a— 
out  of  uniform,  that  is  to  say. 

Clothes-pm  (American),  that's 
the  sort  of  c2o<A«i-j»ifi  I  am,  i«., 
that's  the  sort  of  man  I  am. 


B^HAA 


mMMi^astam^ 
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Chth-markit — Cfy. 
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Cloth-market  (old),  a  term  for  a 
bed,  quaint  but  not  slang. 

Miss,  your  slave ;  I  hope  your  early  ris- 
ing  will  do  you  no  harm :  I  find  you  are 
but  just  coroe  out  of  the  cloth-marktt. — 
Sw\ft:  Polite  Conversations 

An  old  French  corresponding 
term  is  haJIXt  aux  drapi. 

Cloud-cleaner  (nautical),  an  ima- 
ginary sail  carried  by  a  Yankee 
bottom. 

Clout  (common),  a  blow.  A 
**  dcut  in  the  chops,"  a  blow  on 
the  face.  (Thieves),  a  pocket- 
handkerchief. 

Clouting  (thieves),  stealing  hand- 
kerchiefs. 

Clow  (Winchester  College),  a  box 
on  the  ears;  to  dow,  to  box 
one's  ears. 

Qower  (old  cant),  possibly  allied 
to  the  Gaelic  diah,  a  basket; 
termed  "kipsy"  by  English 
thieves. 

Cloyer  (old  cant),  one  who  at- 
tempted to  share  in  the  profits 
of  a  robbery  or  a  swindle  in 
which  he  bore  no  part. 

Then  there's  a  cloyer  or  snap,  that  dogs 
any  new  brother  in  the  trade,  and  snaps  ; 
and  will  have  half  in  any  booty. — Roaring 
Girl:  Sixteenth  Century, 

Club,  to  (military),  to  get  a  party 
of  men  or  troops  into  a  confused 
mass  through  a  blunder  when 
manoeuvring. 

Cly  (thieves),  pocket. 


To  his  dies  my  hooks  I  throw  in,  and 
collar  his  dragons  clear  away.  —  IV, 
MagittM  :  Vidocq's  Slang  Song, 

Old  cant,  dye,  to  take,  to  seize, 
from  old  English  deyet,  claws. 
ClAf  is  provincial  for  money.  To 
take,  steal,  money,  pocket  seem 
to  be  interchangeable  terms  in 
various  slang  languages. 

Cly  in  old  cant  had  also  the 
'  signification  of  sack,  basket, 
possibly  from  Gaelio  diah, 
basket. 

Cljre,  cly,  to  (old  cant),  to  take, 
to  seize. 

Gerry  gan,  the  ruffian  dye  thee. — T. 
Harmon:  Caveat, 

To  dy  off,  to  carry  away. 

Here  safe  in  our  skipper  let's  cly  off  our 

peck, 
And  bowse  in  defiance  o'  th'  Harman-beck. 
— Broome :  Jovial  Crew, 

Also  dy,  to  steal. 
Cly-faker  (thieves),  a  pickpocket. 

They  were  gentlemen  sharpers,  and  not 
vulgar  cracksmen  and  cly-fakers, — Lytton : 
Pelham, 

This  may  be  from  dy,  a  pocket, 
as  suggested,  but  it  is  worth 
noting  that  in  Dutch  thieves* 
slang,  Heifokker  is  a  thief  who 
wanders  about,  derived  from 
fokker,  one  who  goes  about,  and 
kleif,  silver.     Vide  Cly. 

Cly-laking^      (thieves),     picking 
pockets.     Vide  Fakb. 

"What  is  cly-fakingV  .  .  .  "Why,  a 
prigging  of  wipes,  and  sneeze-boxes,  and 
ridicules,  and  such." — H,  Kingtley:  Ra- 
venshoe, 

Cly  the  jerk,  to  (old  cant),  to 
stand  in  the  pilloiy. 

R 
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Coach-'^Cob. 


Coach  (university  and  publio 
school),  the  private  tutor  fay 
whose  aid  a  stndent  is  "  driven  " 
through  his  examination  at  the 
university.  It  is  now  no  longer 
pccnliar  to  the  university. 

He  was  a  student  at  Christ  Church  and 
a  Fellow  of  Merton,  and  In  early  life  was 
a  very  successful  comck  at  Oxford.— T'Af 

A  tutor  not  connected  with  a 
college  is  sometimes  termed  a 
"  rural  coaeh,^^ 

(General  and  sport),  to  coomA, 
to  instruct,  to  *  *  drive,**  to  prepare 
a  man  for  an  examination;  a 
word  which  has  now  almost  at- 
tained to  a  recognised  place  in 
the  language. 

I  coached  him  before  he  got  his  scholar^ 
ship ;  he  ought  to  have  taken  honours 
before  Easter,  but  he  was  ill.— C?.  Eliot ! 
Deronda. 

Also  to  instruct  in  physical 
acquirements,  such  as  boating, 
&c. 

He  had  already  been  down  several  times 
in  pair-oar  and  four-oar  boats,  with  an  old 
oar  to  pull  stroke,  and  another  to  steer  and 
coach  the  young  idea.— Z.  Iluihti  :  Tom 
Brown  at  Oxford. 

Coaching^  (common),  instructing. 
An  almost  recognised  word. 

There  is  no  sport  which  ut  healthier 
.  .  .  than  rowing  under  proper  coaching 
and  supervision. — Standard, 

(Rugby),  a  flogging. 

Coach-wheel  (popular  and 
thieves),  a  crown  piece ;  French 
slang  r(me  dt  derrUre. 

Coal,  cole  (common),  money; 
*'post  the  coU,"  pat  down  the 
money. 


Coalini:  (l^ieatrical),  a  mMhq 
part,  a  part  whioh  is  popular 
with  the  audience— one  whioh 
elicits  great  applaoae;  amiimg 
lines,  telling  Speeches. 

It  was  customary*8ome  yem 
ago,  when  a  young  actor 
achieved  a  success  in  a  part  of 
this  character,  for  some  ancient 
idiot  to  put  a  piece  of  coal  la 
the  youngster's  dressing-place. 
One  fails  to  see  the  fun  of  this. 

Hotten  says  eoalingt  profitable, 
very  good,  is  derived  from  «oc^ 
money. 

Coals  (common),  to  "pnll  over 
the  eoalt"  to  scold.  (Nautical^ 
to  '*take  one's  eoaU  in,**  to 
catch  a  venereal  disease. 

Coal-scuttle  (American),  a  nick- 
name for  the  peculiar  bonnet 
worn  by  Quakeresses,  which 
was  exactly  the  shape  of  an  old- 
fashioned  coal-scuttle.  Some 
years  ago  coal-scuttle  bonnets 
were  worn  in  England.  Vidi 
Leech's  sketches. 

There  was  Miss  Snevellici  .  .  .  glandiif 
from  the  depths  of  her  coai-scuitic  bonnet  at 
'S\Q\io\as,--Dickeus  :  Nickalmt  NtekUky^ 

Cob  (popular),  a  piece  of  bread 
baked  in  a  round  form  for 
dinner. 

(English  prisons),  a  dark  pun- 
ishment celL 

Cob,  to  (schoolboys),  to  catch  or 
detect.    Cob  is  probably  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  cant  wml  *'  oop^" 
from  the  gypsy  kap, 
(Popular),  to  deoelTe^  hombsg. 


mmti 


Cobbk-^olter-'^ockatoo. 
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Cobble-colter  (tramps  and  g^yp- 

sies),  a  turkej. 

Come,  old  mort,  tout  the  toN>le<olitr, 
.  .  .  And  Beruna,  flick  the  paiuun.— 
DisratU:  Vefutia. 

Cobbled  (schoolboys),  canght  or 
detected.  Cobbled  is  a  variation 
of  **  cobbed."     Vide  To  Cob. 

Cobbler  (Australian  shearers' 
slang),  the  last  sheep.  This 
term  is  very  widely  spread  in 
Victoria.  It  is  a  pun  of  the 
shearers.  The  cobbler  is  the  man 
with  the  Uut,  and  therefore  they 
call  the  Icui  sheep  the  cobbler. 

Cochineal  dye  (pugilistic),  blood. 

He  would  kindly  inquire  of  one  gentle* 
man,  "What  d'ye  ask  for  a  pint  of  your 
cochiiualdye  f"—C.  Bede:  V'trdant  Green, 

Cock  (racing),  "a  cock  horse," 
properly  a  child's  rocking-horse, 
is  a  horse  kept  in  the  betting 
quotations  to  deceive  public 
backers,  though  known  to  the 
private  layers  against  him  that 
he  has  no  chance  of  winning. 

(Tailors),  a   good   cock^    one 
who    thoroughly    understands 
how  a  garment  should  be  mada 
.  A  poor  eodb,  the  reverse. 

(Thieves),  an  abbreviation  of 
"  cockney." 

(Pugilistic),  a  man  knocked 
out  of  time ;  used  in  the  phrase 
(*  knocked  him  a  cock^^  From 
the  expression  "to  knock  into 
a  cocked  hat." 

(Printers),  vidt  Jeff  and 
Thbow.  When  throwing  or 
jeffing,  should  one  or  more  of 
the  nine  quadrats  not  fall  flat, 
but  lodge  crosswise  on  another, 


it  is  termed  a  eockt  and  the 
thrower  is  allowed  another  turn 
or  chance. 

(Popular),  to  eo^^  to  smoke 
(Hotten). 

Cock  A  ball,  to  (cricketers),  to 
throw  a  ball  under-handed. 

Cock-a-brass  (old  cant),  a  con- 
federate of  card-sharpers  who 
remains  outside  the  public- 
house  where  they  are  operating. 
When  they  have  left,  cock-aAircM 
protects  their  retreat  by  mis- 
leading statements  to  the  victim 
on  the  direction  taken  by  them. 

Cock-a-hoop  (common),  in  high 
spirits ;  alluding  to  a  victorious 
cock  crowing.  This  is  borne  out 
by  the  French,  "se  dresser  sur 
ses  ergots,"  to  be  elated  or  to 
look  proud  and  defiant. 

Cock  and  hen  club  (common),  a 
free  and  easy  gathering  where 
persons  of  both  sexes  are  ad- 
mitted. One  composed  exclu- 
sively of  males  is  a  **  stag  party," 
whereas  a  gathering  of  females 
who  do  congregate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drinking  tea  and  gossip- 
ing is  termed  a  "  cat  party." 

Cock  and  pinch.  The^old  beaver 
hat  cocked  back  and  front,  and 
pinched  at  the  sides. 

Cockatoo  (Australian  up-country). 
Also  cockatoo  farmer  or  settler, 
a  small  settler.  Sometimes 
termed  coektf.  So  called  to 
compare  them  with  the  common 
sulphur-crested  white  cockatooi, 
which  come  down  on  the  newly 
sown  cornfields  in  myxiada. 
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Cockatoo — Cocks. 


The  cockatoo  settlers  or  free  selectors 
fif  ht  desperately  for  the  privilege  of  pidc- 
ing  out  any  piece  of  land  they  may  fisacy. 
—Grant:  Bush  Lift  m  QMeensUuuL 

A  eoehatoo  fence  is  one  on  a 
cockatoo* t  farm. 

The  trees  themselves,  .  .  .  woven  with 
their  branches  into  the  stout  cockatoo 
fence.  —  Blackwood t  Magatintl  C.  7*., 
Impressions  of  Australia. 

Cocked  hat  (common),  "knocked 
into  a  coclctd  hat"  completely 
beaten,  smashed,  out  of  shape. 

Cocked  his  toes  (thieyes),  dead. 

Cocked  it  (tailors),  examined  it, 
saw  it,  spoke  of  it 

Cocker  (low),  my  cocker^  my  good 

fellow. 

"I'm  on,  my  cocker  "  I  sez.  "Giv'  os 
your  'and  on  it,  my  pippin,  and  arf  a  quid 
on  account."— /^.  Evatu:  Tht  Brighton 
Stack  Loafer, 

Cock-eye  (popular),  one  who 
squints. 

Cockles  (popular),  more  a  vulgar- 
ism than  slang.  Literally  the 
wrinkles. 

In  Bermondsey  not  long  ago  there  lived  a 

little  dame ; 
She  was  the  cockles  of  my  heart,  and  Nancy 

was  her  name. 

— Nancy  Fancied  a  Soldier, 

Cockneyshire  (tailors),  London. 

Cock-qnean,  a  female  cuckold,  or 
a  wife  whose  husband  goes  with 
other  women.  A  beggar  or 
cheat  (Wright). 


Queene  Jane,  not  a  little  wroth  agmtnat 

her  husbamd's  crime. 
By  whome  she  was  a  eoch^nean  made. 
—Warner:  AlHon's  EngUmi. 

Cockroaches  (old  slang),  to  get 
eodkroo/ckut  a  phrase  used  at 
one  time  to  describe  the  prac- 
tice of  secret  vices. 

Cockrobin  shop  (printers),  a  small 
printing-office  where  common 
work  is  done,  and  where  labour 
is  badly  paid  for,  is  usually  de- 
scribed as  such.  From  the  fact 
that  some  cheap  printers  were 
noted  for  the  issue  of  fly-leaves, 
on  which  were  printed  stories, 
such  as  the  "Death  of  Cock 
Robin." 

Cocks  (common  publishing  slang). 
According  to  Hotten,  "  fictitious 
narratives  in  verse  or  prose  of 
murders,  terrible  accidents,  Ac." 
They  are  the  topical  legends  of 
the  street.  The  suggestion  that 
the  term  is  derived  from  a 
"  cooked  "  statement  is  very  far- 
fetched ;  that  it  came  from  a 
"  cock  and  bull  story  *'  is  at  least 
ingenious.  It  is  possible,  though 
not  proved,  that,  as  these  nar- 
ratives were  originally  chiefly 
sung  in  a  dull  chant,  the  pro- 
verbially wearisome  and  mono- 
tonous songster,  the  cuckoo, 
gave  the  original  name  to  these 
coeib-minstrels  and  their  warea 
The  Dutch  say  of  such  a  voca- 
list, "Hy  zingt  den  Koekeeks 
zang,"  he  sings  the  cuckoo's 
song^"he  harps  always  upon 
the  sa^e  string." 
(Pugilistio),  blows. 
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Cock-sure  (popular),  certain,  con- 
fident. Probably  an  abbrevia- 
tion of  *'  cocky-sure,"  t.«.,  confi- 
dent, as  a  *'  cocky  "  fellow.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  the 
origin  ought  to  be  sought  in  the 
old  practice  of  cock-throwing. 
Shakespeare  uses  the  expression 
in  the  sense  of  "sure  as  the 
cock  of  a  fire-lock.'* 

We  steal  as  in  a  castle,  cack-sure.  .  .  » 
We  walk  invisible. — Henry  IV, 

• 

Cock-up  (printers),  a  term  for 
superior  letters  or  figures,  such 
as  used  for  abbreviations,  i.& 
M'"or"AV'&c. 


ft 


Cocky  (common),  saucy. 

Cocky.     Vidt  Cockatoo. 

Cocoa-nut  (common),  the  head. 
French  slang,  le  coco, 

Cocum  (common  London  slang, 
also  Yiddish).  In  Hebrew 
eAocAitm,  cKochem,  or  ooehem, 
crafty,  learned,  wise,  or  a  wise 
man.  According  to  Hotten  the 
English  slang  term  means 
shrewdness,  ability,  luck. 
"Jack's  got  eocum"  he's  safe 
to  get  on.  Among  themselves 
German  thieves  call  one  another 
by  this  name.  Mr.  Hotten  does 
not  recognise  any  Hebrew  origin 
for  the  word,  and  suggests  that  it 
is  "  allied  to  the  Scottish  leek  and 
German  gueken,  to  peep  or  pry 
into."  In  Tiddish  eochemer  or 
cochem,  pronounced  almost  like 
coeumf  means  wisdom  ;  eochum" 
wirth,  a  thieves'  landlord ;  cock' 


mat  Sehlaumatich,  the  wisdom 
of  Solomon. 

"  Wie  grau  seinen  deine  werk,  got,  ale 
hastu  gemacht  mit  ckochmak,  die  welt  is 
vul  deine  akuAe,  du  hast  sei  beschafen." — 
Polisk-GermAH  Yiddish  Translation  0/ 
the  X04/A  Psaim^  cited  by  GrUnbaum. 

(Theatrical),  wariness,  to 
"fight  coeum"  to  be  cautious. 

(Booksellers),  a  sliding  scale 
of  profit  in  the  book  trade  in 
cases  where  the  books  are 
not  marked,  according  to  your 
customer. 

Cod  (popular),  a  fool;  to  cod^ 
to  chaff,  hoax.  An  idiom  im- 
ported from  the  sister  isle. 

She  threw  a  plaice  right  in  my  face. 

And  told  me  to  depart. 
I  thought  that  she  was  codding  me, 

And  told  her  I  should  stop. 
She  lifted  up  her  lovely  foot, 

And  kicked  me  out  of  the  shop. 

^Barrett:  Old  Jones's  Gal, 

(Thieves),  a  purse.  Gaelic 
cod,  a  bag. 

(Tailors),  a  drunkard ;  on  the 
cod,  drinking  and  neglecting 
work.  From  coddle,  a  pro- 
vincialism for  to  indulge. 

Codd  (Charterhouse),  probably 
from  codger,  an  old  pensioner. 

Yonder  sit  some  threescore  old  gentle- 
men, penuoners  of  the  hospital,  .  .  .  the 
Cistercian  lads  called  these  old  gentlemen 
codds.—Thacheray :  The  Newcomes. 

Codding^  (Irish  schoolboys),  non- 
sense, humbug,  chaff. 

Coddom  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

The  conWcts  take  advantage  of  that  to 
the  extent  sometimes  ^  playing  a  gam- 
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bling  game  called  etdd^mt.  It  is  ample 
enough.  They  play  three  or  four  a  side, 
the  implement  being  a  buUon  or  a  pecnUar- 
thaped  small  piece  of  stooe,  "guess 
whose  hand  it  b  in  "  being  the  principle. 
— /.  Greettiwocd:  Stvm  Yean*  Penal 
Strvitudt. 

Hotten  gives  '*cocMam,  a 
public-house  game,  much  affec- 
ted bj  medical  students  and 
cabmen.*' 

Codging  job  (tailors),  a  garment 
to  repair. 

Cod -lasher  (theatrical),  a  kind 
of  suspender  used  by  tight-rope 
dancers,  acrobats,  pantomimists, 
&c.,  to  protect  the  crutch. 
From  eodt,  which  see. 

Cods  (common),  the  testicles. 
Cod  properly  is  a  pad  and  bag 
for  the  testicles.  Gaelic  cod, 
a  bag. 

Cofe  (old  cant),  fellow. 
What,  stowe  3rour  bene,  ea/e, — T,  Hot' 

Coffee-mill  (conmion).  The  mouth 
is  so  termed,  but  the  phrase 
is  rarely  heard  now,  having 
given  place  to  others. 

(American),     explained     by 
quotation. 

One  of  the  old*pattem  Colts,  with  the 
barrels  revolving;  the  ancient  cojfet-mill 
or  "pepper-box."—-^.  L,  WiiUatiu: 
Buffah  Bill, 

French   slang  has  moulin  d, 
eaft  for  a  mitrailleuse. 

Coffee-shop  (popular),  the  W.C. 
Alsoacoffin, 


Coffin-ships  (nantical),  any  leaky 
cranky  nnseaworthy  vesselB, 

Cog^(oldoant),atooth.  (Shaipers), 
toco9,tocheatatdice.  (Schods), 
to  cheat  at  examinations  by 
using  cribs  or  other  sources  of 
information.  A  perfectly  recog- 
nised word  in  the  sense  of  de- 
ceive, cheat  generally;  hence 
cog$t  loaded  dice. 

Coge,  or  coas:  it,  to  (American), 
according  to  Bartlett,  refers  to 
the  habitual  and  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  Oognie,  to  drink 
drams  (Wright).  From  provin- 
cial English  cogut^  a  dram. 

Coguing  the  nose  (nantioal), 
mnifing  comfortablo  over  hot 
negus  or  grog.  From  provin- 
cial English  coguCf  a  dram. 

Coker.     Viie  Clakkeb. 

Cold  blood,  a  house  licensed  for 
the  sale  of  beer  "not  to  be 
drunk  on  the  premises"  (Hot- 
ten). 

Cold  coffee  (common),  misfortune. 
(Oxford),  a  trumpery  affair. 

Cold  comfort  (traders),  said  of 
articles  sent  oat  on  approval 
and  returned. 

Cold  cook  (popular),  an  under- 
taker (Hotten). 

Cold  deck  (American),  a  pcepsied 
pack  of  cards,  played  on agreen 
board. 

Cold  ffle«t  (popular},  a  ooipss* 
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Cold  meat  box  (popnlai),  a  oofBn. 

Cold  pie  (popnlu),  &  daab  of  oold 
water  to  vaken  an  iodolant 
servant  or  laz^  person  in  the 


Nml. 


ttU  viiOatit.—Lflltn:  A> 


(Thierea),  a  penon  who  hu 
been  robbed  of  hia  clothing.    A 

(Commercial ),  returned  goods. 

Cold  shake  (Amerioao),  a  oold 
period  of  weather,  also  used 
•ometimei  Jo  Teterence  to  fever 
andagne.    Aa  a  Bgnire  of  apeecta 

it  ia  applied  to  cold  and  reserved 
conduct.  "  It  givea  ma  the 
told  $liaka  jnat  to  look  at  her^ 
ahe'a  to  frozen  np  an'  d^er- 


Cold  tea  (oommon],  brand?.  In 
Dfie  also  during  the  laat  centoiy. 
Tbe  Spectator,  Tatler,  and  Guar- 
dian  often  allude  to  a  "  keg  "  of 
ecldlta. 

Cold  thio;  (AmertOBn  oadet),  to 
have  a  cold  tiing,  to  have  a  cer- 
tainty, to  be  entirelj  confident 
of  anjiliing. 

Cold  mter  tunj  (common),  a 
facetiona  name  given  to  the 
fiaternlt?  of  teetotallers. 

An  old  lUgtii  wu  QMBpelled  b^  hit 
wonhy  fpoiu«  to  iom  the  etld  mmttr 
mrmjii  *hkh  h«  did.  promUing  do(  to 
touch  a  drop  of  uiyibins  except  ia  udc- 
■KiL      He  hu  never  been  odl  liiice.— 


Moreover,  the  whole  of  the  Bid  ouh  or 

o>lt 
Shall  be  speni  for  the  food  <it  ibt  M 

— lil£t!ihb]i  Ltftifil. 

Colfabls,  a  Latinized  Irish 
phnse,  aignlfying  tlie  oloaet  of 
decency,  applied  as  a  slang 
tenn  to  a  place  of  lesort  in 
Trinit;  Collie,  Dablln. 

Colindeiiea  (society),  modem 
term  for  the  Colonial  EihibitioD, 
used  as  an  abbreviation. 

Colla,  cnllo  (gTpsy),  a  thing, 
things.  "  Chiv  jot  euUot  adre 
the  wardo" — "Pitch  your  thinga 
into  the  wa^on  1  " 

Collar  (oommon),  "  ont  of  eoZZar," 
ont  of  cash,  not  in  training ; 
a  phtase  borrowed  from  the 
stable.    Also  out  of  work. 


(Thievea),  "  to  collar  his  d»- 
gcma,"  to  steal  his  aovemlgos. 

Collar  day  (old),  hanging  day. 

Collaring  the  Ug  Urd  (tliMtri- 
oal],  getting  UoNd.    An  aUu- 
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sion  to  ft  goose's  mode  of  ex- 
pressing angry  dissatisfaction. 

Collar  work  (common),  hard 
work ;  an  uphill  jonmej. 

And  when  Lucca  was  reached  there 
were  still  fourteen  miles,  nearly  all  cdlmr 
workt  between  that  and  the  baths. — Trol- 
lop*: lyhat  I  Remsm^er. 

Collector  (old  cant),  a  street 
robber. 

Colleger  (University  and  schools), 
the  square  cap  worn  by  nniver- 
sity  men,  or  by  boys  at  public 
and  other  schools. 

CoUey  (theatrical).  Actors  and 
others  connected  with  the  stage 
speak  of  the  columbine  as 
coUey, 

Colly -wobbles  (popular),  rumb- 
lings in  the  intestines;  the 
belly-ache.  A  probable  origin 
is  Golio-wohhlett  the  latter  word 
from  to  wobhUt  t.e.i  to  shake 
from  side  to  side.  But  it  should 
be  noted  that  ecUy  is  a  provin- 
cialism for  anytMng  irregular, 
uneven,  wrong. 

Colo  (pidgin),  cold. 

Hab  lib  in  colo  land, 

Hab  stop  where  we  belong, 
What  tim  much  soUy  in-i-sy  (inside, 
in  her  heart), 
She  makee  dis  sing  song. 

— TAr  Princess  in  Tartary. 

Colonial  (Australian  and  Ameri- 
can^, unsettled,  because  in  the 
early  days  of  the  colonies  men 


dressed  and  behaved  unconven- 
tionally, and  life  and  property 
were  by  no  means  so  secure  as 
they  are  now.  Also  rude,  rough, 
ungainly,  awkward,  used  in  this 
sense  more  in  England  than  in 
Australia.  An  Englishman  will 
say  very  or  thoroughly  colonial 
in  a  contemptuous  way. 

Cckloura  (prize  ring),  the  hand- 
kerchiefs, displaying  some  de- 
finite colour  or  pattern,  chosen 
by  prize-fighters  as  their  dis- 
tinguishing badges  on  the  day 
of  a  contest.  The  third  *'rule 
of  the  ring,*'  as  revised  by 
the  Pugilistic  Association,  lays 
down : — "  That  every  man  shall 
be  provided  with  a  handker- 
chief of  a  colour  suitable  to  his 
own  fancy,  and  that  the  seconds 
proceed  to  entwine  these  hand- 
kerchiefs at  the  upper  end  of 
one  of  the  centre  stakes  of  the 
ring;  that  these  handkerchiefs 
shall  be  called  the  colourt,  and 
that  the  winner  of  the  battle  at 
its  conclusion  shall  be  entitled 
to  their  possession  as  the  trophy 
of  victory." 

There  was,  among  the  greater 
favourites,  the  "bird-eye"  wipe, 
the  wipe  or  handkerchief  of  any 
colour  with  spots,  but  generally 
with  white  ground  and  blue 
spots;  the  "blood-red  fancy," 
all  red ;  the  "  yellow  man,"  all 
yellow;  the  "yellow  fancy," 
yellow  with  white  spots;  the 
"cream  fancy,"  with  coloured 
pattern  on  a  white  ground  ;  the 
"blue  BiUy,"  with  a  white 
pattern  on  a  blue  ground ;  and 
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many  more.  Among  the  oolour$ 
specially  associated  with  the 
names  of  pugilists  are  the 
"Belcher"  (Jem^  the  champion), 
dark  blue  ground  with  a  spot 
in  the  middle  of  darker  hue, 
and  large  white  spots;  the 
"Randal's  man/'  green,  with 
white  8x>ots ;  "  King's  man," 
green,  with  yellow  pattern. 

(Australian  miners),  originally 
the  gold  visible  after  washing, 
either  good  or  poor  coloury  as 
the  case  may  be,  but  the  ex- 
pression is  generally  used  that 
there  is  just  enough  to  show 
the  presence  of  gold. 

Colquarron  (old  cant),  a  person's 
neck.  From  eoUy  Anglo-Nor- 
man for  neck,  and  qiiarron, 
cant    for   body.      Vide  QUAB- 

BON. 

Colt,  a  juryman  at  his  d^but; 
properly  a  person  without  ex- 
perience. (Cricketers),  a  young 
inexperienced  player,  a  pro- 
fessional at  his  first  season. 
(Thieves),  a  young  thief. 
(Popular),  to  eof't,  to  make  one 
pay  for  his  footing.  Hotten 
gives  the  definition  "to  make  a 
person  free  of  a  place,  which 
is  done  by  his  standing  treat, 
and  submitting  to  be  struck  on 
the  sole  of  the  foot  with  a  piece 
of  board."  This  is  a  relic  of  the 
old  London  'prentice  days,  when 
it  was  an  exaction  of  money, 
usually  spent  in  ale,  termed  eoU 
ale,  paid  by  an  apprentice  at  the 
commencement  and  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship. 


Colt-man  (American),  a  man 
who  keeps  horses  specially  for 
burglars. 

Columbine  (theatrical),  a  prosti- 
tute. 

Columbus  (theatrical).  One  would 
have  thought  that  this  illus- 
trious navigator  would  naturally 
be  associated  with  some  new 
and  successful  discovery,  never- 
theless a  "regpilar  Columbus** 
is  synonymous  with  hopeless 
"  frost,"  or  utter  failure. 

Comb-brush  (old),  a  lady's  maid. 

The  maid  who  at  present  attended  on 
Sophia  was  recommended  by  Lady  Bellas* 
ton,  with  whom  she  had  lived  for  some 
time  in  the  capacity  of  a  c^mb-brush. — 
Fielding:  Tom  Jones. 

Comb-cut  (common),  mortified, 
like  a  cock  disgraced  by  the 
deprivation  of  his  comb. 

Comb  down,  to  (Australian),  to 
ill-treat,  thrash.  Like  the 
French  "donner  une  peign^." 

.  .  .  Narrating  how  he  had  copped  the 
old  — —  on  the  hop  and  combed  him  down 
to  rights. — A.  C.  Grant, 

Combing  the  cat  (nautical),  the 
boatswain,  or  other  operator, 
running  his  fingers  through  the 
cat-o'  -nine-tails  to  separate  them 
(Smyth). 

Comb  the  hair,  to  (common),  to 
scold ;  French  "  laver  la  t^te." 

The  process  called  combing  his  hair  for 
him  is  said  not  to  be  uncommon  in  married 
circles. — Globe, 

Come  down  to  (common),  to  pay. 
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Do  yon  keep  the  gcntleoian  in  dit- 
ooorae  while  I  speak  to  the  prisooer  and 
see  how  he  can  camt  doum.—JoktuUH : 
CkryttaL 

Come  It  over,  to  (popular),  to 
deceive  by  wheedling,  to  rale 
by  assumption  of  Bupenority  or 
otherwise. 

Don't  try  to  ctmt  it  tvtr  me  like  your 
MSter  comes  it  avtr  yo^—Gr$tniwood : 
Alm4»t  Lost. 

Come  k,  to  (thieves),  to  inform ; 

also  to  be  quiet. 

He  heard  one  of  the  others  say  in  reply, 
"  Come  it"  meaning  to  tell— to  be  quiet.— 
Daity  TeUgrm^k. 

(Pugilistic),  to  show  fear. 

Come  on  (turf),  said  of  a  hone 
that  has  improved,  ifi  in  good 
form. 

He  was  at  one  time  last  year  a  few 

pounds  in  front  of ,  and  if  he  has  come 

om,  that  form  would  give  him  a  consider- 
able  charm. — Bird  o  Freedom, 

Come  souse,  to  (pugilistic),  to 
falL 

As  it  was,  Master  Georgy  camt  souse  with 

the  whack, 
And  there  sprawled,  like  a  turtle  turned 

queer  on  its  back. 

—Tom  Cribb's  Memorial  to  Coitgreu, 

Come  this-side  (pidgin-English), 
arrived  here.  "Just  now  hab 
got  two  piecee  joss-house  man 
come  UUs-iidc" 

Come,  to  (popular),  to  practise, 

to  understand. 

We  ain't  two  by  ourselves  as  comes  that 
dodge. — Greenwood:  Tag^  Rag^  ^  Co, 

(Prostitutes),  refers  to,  ejacu- 
lation. 


C»omic«l  (popular),  a  napkin. 

Coming  it  at  the  broads  (card- 
sharpers),  explained  by  qnoia- 
tion. 

People  wboee  education  has  been  ne- 
glected might  possibly  have  failed  to 
understand  that  coming  it  eU  the  broads 
or  at  the  box  meant  in  common  parlance 
playing  cards  or  dice. — The  BeU, 


it  strong  (popular),  carry- 
ing things  to  an  unreasonaUe 
degree;  exaggerating. 

He  here  shook  his  head — right  little  he 
said, 
But  he  thought  die  was  coming  it 
rather  too  stro$tg, 

— Ingoid^  Legends. 


Coming  the  old  soldier  (popular), 
to  trick  one  by  false  represen- 
tations, such  as  are  made  by  a 
rogue  who  pretends  to  be  an 
M  soldier. 

Permit  me,  if  you  and  yoor  two  friends 
think  of  coming"  what  is  vulgarly  called  tke 
old  soldier  over  me,  to  make  you  under- 
stand that  you  had  better  atnndon  the 
intention.—/.  Greenwood:  Dick  Ten^, 

Commission  (old  cant),  a  shirt ; 
Italian,  camieia.  In  more  mo- 
dem slang  a  "  mish." 

Clean  linen  yields  a  shirt  before  we  rise. 
Which  is  a  gaurment  shifting  in  condition ; 
And  in  the  canting  tongue  is  a  commission. 

^Tmylof^s  Works. 

Conmilster.     Fide  Cami8tsb. 

Common  bonnce  (prison),  one  who 
makes  accusations  of  nnnatoial 
crime,  employing  lads  as  decoys. 

To  do  most  professional  thieves  justice, 
they  never  qieak  of  these  oniqae  wrtCchcs 
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except  in  terms  the  most  contemptible. — 
Michmtl  DavUt:  Ltmtes  from  a  Prison 
Diary, 

Common  doings  (Americanism), 
plain,  wholesome  fare,  as  distin- 
g^uished  from  dainties. 

Commoner  (old  cant),  a  novice ; 
greenhorn. 

Commoner  gfrub  (Winchester  Col- 
lege), a  dinner  given  bj  college 
to  commoners  when  cricket 
matches  are  over. 

Commonise,  to  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity). Two  or  more  are  said  to 
tommoniu  when  thej  have  their 
meals  together.  CorAiMmitMig 
means  strictly  that  each  should 
bring  his  "commons." 

Common  jack  (army),  low  prosti- 
tutes are  thus  termed  by  the 
military  in  Woolwich,  and  pro* 
bably  in  other  garrison  towns. 

Common  plugs  (American),  the 
common  rut  of  mankind — the 
ol  ToXXo2 — sometimes  the  great 
unwashed,  but  more  commonly 
very  ordinary  people  indeed, 
neither  the  big-wigs  nor  the 
dregs  of  society. 

Many  will  meet  us  in  the  depths  of  the 
forest  and  go  away  thinking  that  we  are 
just  common  plugs^  of  whom  the  world 
wots  not ;  but  there  is  where  they  fool 
diemselves. — New  York  Mercury. 

Commnnicator.  Agitate  the  eom- 
muHteator,  ring  the  belL 

Communion  bloke  (prison),  a 
leligioua  hypocrite. 


He  was  a  communion  bloke.  This  was 
the  pioos  gentleman. — Evening  Newe. 

Comp.  (printers).  Vide  Galley- 
slaves.  Generally  applied  to 
compositors  as  an  abbreviation, 
but  originally  the  short  term 
for  companion  used  both  by 
pressmen,  who  work  in  pairs, 
and  by  compositors  who  work 
in  companionships ;  nowadays 
accepted  as  the  abridgment  of 
compositor  only. 

Comped  (printers),  set  up  or  com- 
posed matter ;  abbreviation  of 
word  composed. 

Competition  wallah  (Anglo-In- 
dian), members  of  the  Civil 
Service  who  have  entered  it  by 
the  competitive  system. 

The  competition  wallah  .  .  .  dins  per- 
petually in  our  ears  the  greatness  of 
India. — Saturday  Review. 

Compo.  (printers),  abbreviation 
for  the  composition  of  which 
printing  rollers  are  made — 
principally  of  treacle  and  glue. 
(Nautical),  a  sailor's  monthly 
wages. 

Compradore  (pidgin),  from  the 
Portuguese  eompracUn-f  a  pur- 
chaser. Formerly  used  in 
India,  where  it  originated,  now 
in  general  use  only  in  Chinese- 
English.  The  comprador  of  the 
present  day  is  a  steward  or  but- 
ler, who  manages  all  the  house- 
hold affairs,  supplying  by  con- 
tract, not  only  furniture  and 
provisionB,  but  even  servants. 
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Compresado — Conscience. 


An'  Massa  Coe  fed  velly  store, 
An'  go  an'  scold  he  c^mfUdon  ; 
An'  compladore  ail  hoUor  shook, 
Lun  dunny  stairs  an'  bang  be  cook. 

— Mary  Co€. 

Compresado  (gypsies),  an  in- 
former. 

Con  (Winchester),  from  rorSuXor, 
a  knuckle — a  blow  on  the  head 
given  by  the  knuckles  or  any 
hard  substance. 

Concaves  and  convexes  (card- 
sharpers),  cards  cut  in  a  parti- 
ticular  way,  and  thus  contrived 
for  cheating. 

Conchers  (up-country  Australian), 
tame  or  quiet  cattle. 

Condog  (popular),  to  agree  with. 
A  variation  from  concur. 

Confab  (society),  conversation, 
generally  of  a  private  nature. 

Confederate  (Texas),  "  you're 
mighty  confederate"  a  phrase 
used  by  a  Texan  when  he  wishes 
to  express  the  strongest  possible 
approval  of  some  sentiment  or 
thing. 

Confidence  dodge  or  buck  (com- 
mon), explained  by  extract 
from  Daily  Telegraph : — 

**  .  .  .  Swindled  him  out  of 
his  watch  and  chain  by  means 
of  that  ten  thousand  times 
repeated  rogue's  device,  the 
confidence  trick.  It  was  the 
old  game  pure  and  simple 
— the  threadbare  hocus-pocus 
of  inviting  the  victim,  a  per- 


fect stranger,  to  'come  and 
have  a  drink,'  and  while  the 
friendly  glass  is  being  discussed 
in  comes  another  man,  who 
joins  in  the  conversation,  and, 
in  a  casual  way,  mentions  that 
he  has  just  inherited  several 
thousand  pounds,  and  that,  as 
a  thank-offering,  he  should  like 
to  give  away,  by  deputy,  a  few 
hundreds  to  the  deserving  poor, 
and  is  ready  to  hand  over  the 
largess  there  and  then  to  any 
person  who  can  show  to  his 
satisfaction  that  he  is  of  ui 
unsuspicious  disposition ;  the 
same  to  be  proved  by  his  en- 
trusting the  money  and  jewellery 
he  may  happen  to  have  about 
him  to  his,  the  benevolent  lega- 
tee's, keeping,  while  the  latter 
goes  away  for  half-an-hour  or 
so  with  the  same." 

Congee,  conjee  (Anglo-Indian), 
rice  water;  from  the  Tamil 
IcaiUhif  "boilings." 

Conk  (common),  nosa 

His  "  dexter  ogle  "  has  a  **  moose ; " 
His  conk's  devoid  of  bark. 

— Atkin :  Hou*e  Scra^. 

**  Conky  "  is  a  nickname  given 
by  schoolboys  to  one  with  a  pro- 
minent nose.  The  great  Duke 
was  called  "  Old  Conky." 

Conscience  (theatrical),  a  kind  of 
association  in  a  small  company 
for  the  allotment  of  shares  in 
the  profits,  &c  The  man  who 
is  lucky  enough  to  have  a  con- 
cern of  his  own,  generally  a 
very  small  affair,  however  badly 


Conscience — Conveyer, 
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he  may  act,  must  be  the  leading 
man  or  first  low  comedian,  per- 
haps both.  He  becomes  the 
manager,  of  course,  and  thus 
has  one  share  for  "  fit-up,"  one 
for  scenery,  one  and  a  half  for 
management,  one  for  wardrobe, 
one  and  a  half  as  leading  man ; 
and  the  same  is  given  to  the 
wife,  who,  of  course,  will  not 
play  anything  but  the  juvenile 
lead,  but  who  at  any  other  time 
would  be  glad  to  play  first  old 
woman.  Thus  the  manager 
takes  nearly  all  the  proceeds. 

Consonant  choker  (society),  one 
who  cannot  pronounce  his  R's 
and  his  G's. 

Consoo  (pidgin),  consul. 

My  makee  first-chop  pidgin  long-side 
dat  consoo  man,  dat  man  no  lawts  0«^)f 
he  blongy  plenty  smart  inside. — Ntws' 
paper. 

Constable  (common),  to  outrun 

or  overrun  the  constable,  to  get 

into  debt. 

Harkee,  my  girl,  how  far  have  you 
overrun  the  constabU  t  I  told  him  that 
the  debt  amounted  to  eleven  pounds. — 
Stnollttt:  Roderick  Random, 

Constidan  (theatrical),  an  or- 
chestral musician. 

Consumah,  khansama  (Anglo- 
Indian).  Persian,  khamaman, 
house-steward,  or  provider,  or 
butler. 

"  I  have  taught  my  khansama  to  make 
very  light  iced  ^\mdtx."—Jacquimont : 
Leiiert. 

Contango  (Stock  Exchange),  cor- 
ruption of  continuation,  a  re- 


newal of  a  bargain,  a  specula- 
tive sale  or  purchase.  The 
premium  paid  by  a  buyer  of 
stock  to  the  seller,  when  upon 
selling  day  he  wishes  the  bar- 
gain to  remain  open. 

B  stands  for  broker,  for  bull  and  for  besu-, 
Cs  the  contango  that's  paid  by  the  bull. 
— Atkxn:  H^use  Scraps, 

Continent  (Winchester  CoU^e), 
to  be  continent,  is  to  be  on  the 
sick-list.  Continent  work,  work 
done  while  on  the  sick-list.  • 

Continental  damn  (American), 
a  term  applied  at  a  very  early 
time  in  the  Republic  to  any- 
thing utterly  worthless,  and 
supposed  to  have  originated  in 
some  allusion  to  the  Clontinental 
currency  or  American  assignats. 
Not  to  care  a  eontinentalf  not 
to  care  a  damn. 

Continuations  (conmion),  trousers 
or  breeches. 

Convenient  (old  cant),  a  mistress. 

Convey,  to  (thieves),  to  steaL 

But  as  I  am  crack,  I  will  convey ^  ctom- 
bite,  and  cheat  upon  Simplicius. — Mar* 
ston. 

Conveyancer  (thieves),  a  thief,  a 
pickpocket. 

Conveyancing  (common),  steal- 
ing ;  picking  pockets. 

llie   green    youth    who   attempted  to 

decamp  with 's  watch  .  .  .  was  pro< 

perly  punished  for  his  verdancy  in  the  art 
oi  conveyancing, — Modem  Society. 

Conveyer  (old),  a  thief.  The  ex- 
pression is  used  by  Shakspeare 
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Cooked — Cooper, 


in  King  JRiekard  IL  The  French 
argot  has  the  oorrespondent 
emporteur,  with  a  like  aignifioa- 
tion. 

Cooked  (societj),  done,  defeated, 
finished  up,  eidiansted. 

Cook  his  goose,  to  (common), 
to  kill,  ruin  a  person. 

Thus  abstinence,  which  eoffk*  ikegffostt 
At  length  Sal's  life  has  dofTed. 

'    — A  Sfimg:  DrunhtH  Salfy, 

Also  to  worst  one. 

Billy's  too  big  in  the  Westphalia's  glf- 
lamps,  you're  the  boy  to  cook  Fosbrooka's 
go0sg,-^»  Bede :  VgnUuU  Greem. 

Cook,  to  (artists),  to  dodge  up  a 
picture.  Artists  say  that  a  pic- 
ture will  not  eook  when  it  is 
excellent  and  unconventional, 
and  beyond  specious  imitation 
(Hotten). 

(Colloquial),  to  prepare,  tam- 
per with,  as  to  cock  accounts, 
returns. 

A  fixed  percentage  on  every  backer's 
pound,  and  the  off-chance  of  cocking  the 
returns.— .S/<v^iflt^  Times. 

I  hate  my  Lady,  because  she  has  locked 
my  cooked  accounts  in  the  bower  saloon. — 
Punch, 

Cool  (common),  used  in  reference 
to  a  large  sum  of  money. 

Suppose  you  don't  get  sixpence  costs, 
and  lose  your  cool  hundred  by  iL — Mis* 
Edgeworth :  Love  and  Law. 

Coolaman  (Australian  blackfel- 
lows),  a  word  adopted  from  the 
blacks  by  the  whites  to  describe 
a  blackfellow's  drinking  vessel, 
and  then  applied  generally. 


A  few brokan goofds  .  .  .  andacncked 
toolmmoH  were  to  be  seen  here  and 
there.— ^.  Gnmi :  Busk  Li/t  m  QuMnt' 


Cooler  (American),  prison.  80 
called  on  account  of  tts  being 
a  fit  place  for  getting  sober  or 
cooling  down ;  or  from  wkUt,  a 
large  tub,  as  in  quotation. 

They  came  near  soaking  him  in  the 
cooUr.—F,  Frmncis:  Smddle  and  Moc 
cmtm, 

(Popular),  a  glass  of  beer  after 
drinking  spirits.    Also  a  woman. 

Coon  (American),  short  for  racoon, 
a  man.  The  term  first  became 
general  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
A  gone  coon  (also  English),  one 
who  is  ruined,  lost. 

Coon's  as^e  (American),  a  very 
X>opular  expression  to  signify  a 
long  time,  the  racoon  being 
regarded  as  a  very  long-lived 

ftHin^n.!, 

I  saw  Miss  Jones  inside  the  stage, 
'Tis  now  an  hour  or  so. 
It  seems  to  me  an  old  cootis  eigw 
Since  I  beheld  her  go. 

—News^^er  Bmllmd. 

Coop  (streets),  prison,  abbrevia- 
tion of  hen-coop. 

You  say  that  you  have  been  in  the  «wg^ 
as  many  times  as  I  have.—/.  Grtemwood: 
Dick  Temple. 

Cooper,  to  (American),  to  under- 
stand. 

Why  on  earth  nature  made  yon  in  the 
shape  she  did  is  more  than  I  can  eteper. 
— American  NetMpaper. 


Cooper — Coppas. 
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Possibly  from  a  metaphor,  I 
cannot  cooper^  I  cannot  grasp, 
that  is  beyond  my  capacious- 
ness, comprehension.  Else  from 
eo-operaUf  with  the  sense  of 
concur. 

(Thieves),  to  destroy,  spoil, 
forge;  to  cooper  a  manniker, 
forge  a  signature.     Vide  Coop- 

EBED. 

Coopered  (turf),  a  horse  that  has 
been  hocussed  or  otherwise  pur- 
posely injured  so  as  to  prevent 
him  from  running,  was  formerly 
said  to  be  coopered.  The  ex- 
pression is  sometimes  used  now 
as  in  quotation. 

Till  they  served  him  up  a  *^  co&pcred 

job," 
And  then  of  course  he  came 

A  most  conclusive  "  smasher." 
— Bird  o'  Fretdom. 

(Tramps),  a  coopered  place,  a 
house  that  has  been  spoilt  by 
too  many  tramps  calling  there 
(Hotten). 

Cooperedf  in  the  sense  of  fall- 
ing in,  ruined,  is  possibly  allied 
to  the  Scotch  cowp,  to  tumble 
over. 

Coorsy  (Anglo-Indian),  a  chair; 
Arabic  kursU 

Cooter.     Vide  Couteb, 

Cop  (thieves),  a  policeman.  Vide 
To  Cop. 

Wen  that  c^'got  his  hand  on  my  collar, 
he  ought  to  'ave  knowed  like  a  shot, 

By  the  A&trykan  only,  that  1  wasn't  one 
of  the  Socherlist  lot. 

— Punch, 


The  eop$y  the  police. 

Then,  as  them  cowards  of  co^  'are  as 
much  on  their  *ands  as  they  kin  do  with, 
now's  the  time  for  a  bit  of  a  loot ! — Punch, 

(Anglo-Indian),  eop  !  beware ; 
an  abbrevation  of  coprador. 

Cop-bung  (thieves),  a  warning 
cry  when  the  police  make  their 
appearance. 

Johnny  Miller,  who  was  to  have  his 
regulars,  called  out  cop-bui^l  for,  as  yoa 
see,  a  fly-cop  was  marking. — On  the  Trail,. 

Cop  busy  (thieves),  the  act  of 
Imnding  plunder  to  a  confede- 
rate, so  as  to  have  nothing 
about  one  when  arrested. 

Cop,  to  (popular  and  thieves), 
to  take,  arrest,  steal,  catch. 

• 

I'm  right  Tory  right  down  to  my  boots,  at 
a  price,  and  I  bcllercd,  "  'Ear,  'ear  I " 

But  they  don't  cop  yours  truly  with  chaff 
none  the  more,  my  dear  Charlie,  no 
fear. 

—Punch, 

"Here,  cop.**  I  did  not  understand 
what  he  meant  by  the  phrase.  ...  I  did 
not  attempt  to  ct^.  Suddenly  I  saw  three 
boiled  potatoes,  a  pudding,  and  a  six- 
ounce  loaf  roll  on  the  floor. — Evening 
New*. 

(Sporting),  to  win,  to  get 
money;  a  dead  eop,  a  sure 
method  of  arriving  at  this  result. 

To  eop  is  derived  by  Hotten 
from  Latin  eapere;  more  pro- 
bably it  comes  from  the  gypsy 
kap  or  cop,  to  take ;  Scotch,  hep  ; 
Gaelic,  eeapan. 

Coppas  (gypsy),  blankets,  oorer- 
ings,  tiles* 
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Copper — Corker. 


Copper,  cop  (popular  and  thieves), 
a  policeman;  from  "to  cop," 
wMch  see. 

"Then  thre«  co^J^rs  came."  "  C<^ 
/rrv,  cofpers^  what  are  they?"  Witness : 
"Policemen,  your  wonhip." — SUmdard, 

Copperheads  (American),  pro* 
perlj  poisonons  serpents.  The 
term  was  applied  b  j  the  Fede- 
rals to  the  peace  party. 

Copperman  (Anstralian  prison),  a 
policeman. 

Copper  nose,  the  ynlgar  term  for 
aene  rotaeeaf  the  red,  enlarged, 
pimply  nose  of  chronic  alcohol- 
ism. 

Coppers  (popular),  mouth;  espe- 
cially a  parched  one  after  pota- 
tions. • 

A  fellow  can't  enjoy  his  breakfast  after 
that  without  something  to  cool  his  coders, 
— Huf^hcs  :  Tom  Brown  at  Oxford, 

"Hot  coppers"  is  a  phrase  for 
a  mouth  parched  by  excessive 
drinking,  or  **  as  diy  as  a  lime 
basket.'' 

Copper,  to  (gaming),  when  play- 
ing at  faro,  to  cover  a  stake 
with  a  small  check,  which 
signifies  that  the  card  selected 
is  backed  to  lose,  not  win. 

Oh,  d — n  Squito !  It  seems  like  she'd 
copptred  me.  Ever  since  she — since  I 
seen  that  gal,  luck's  gone  dead  against 
me. — F.  Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasin, 

Copus  (Cambridge  University). 
Talking  Latin  at  table,  or  similar 
improprieties,  are  followed  by 
the  infliction  by  the  students  of 


a  fine.    A  ooptM,  or  quart  of  ale, 
is  a  common  penalty. 

Corduroy -road  (American  and 
Australian),  a  road  made  of 
branches  and  logs  laid  side  by 
side.  The  branches  stand  out 
like  the  ribs  of  corduroy. 

Cork  (common),  a  bankrupt 
"Probably,"  says  Hotten,  "in- 
tended to  refer  to  his  lightness, 
as  being  without  ballast." 

(Pugilistic),  "  to  draw  a  ooHb" 
is  to  "tap  the  claret,"  i&,  to 
give  a  bloody  nose. 

(Army),  Captain  Cofrk^  applied 
at  mess  when  any  one  is  slow 
in  passing  round  the  bottle. 

Corkage  (hotels),  a  sum  charged 
per  bottle  to  persons  providing 
their  own  wine.  This  term  can 
hardly  be  considered  as  slang, 
but  as  a  word  unrecognised  by 
dictionaries. 

Corker  (theatrical).  A  regular 
corker  is  a  duffer ;  an  imbecile ; 
one  who  corks  or  bottles  up 
another  actor*s  effects,  or  ruins 
a  play. 

(Bnglish  and  American), 
something  that  closes  up  or 
settles  a  question;  something 
unusually  large,  remarkable. 

The  Crown  Prince's  lunch-bill  was  rather 

A  corker; 
No  wonder  His  Highness  refused  for  to 

pay.  — Fmn, 

Also  first-rate ;  at  the  top  of 
the  tree. 

Jake  Kibatn  is  a  corker,  and  oaght  to 
have  the  championship  of  the  world.— 
New  York  National  Polk*  Gmaette, 


Corks — Corpse-'Teviver. 
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Corks  (popular),  a  butler,  alluding 
to  his  functions.  Also  money ; 
though  originally  a  nautical 
term,  this  is  very  much  used 
by  printers. 

Corned  (colloquial),  intoxicated. 
From  over-indulgence  in  drink 
strong  enough  to  *'corn'*  one 
(Wright).  *  •  Possibly  from  soak- 
ing or  pickling  oneself  like 
eomed  beef,"  says  Hotten.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  it  is 
from  the  Keltic  eomt  French 
ecme^  a  horn  used  formerly  as 
a  drinking  vessel.  As  we  say 
that  a  man  is  in  his  '*  cups,"  it 
is  possible  that  our  very  remote 
ancestors  said  of  him  that  he 
was  homed  or  comedy  but  it  is 
almost  .beyond  doubt  that  the 
term  is  an  Americanism  from 
com^  a  very  common  name  for 
whisky.    (Tailors),  pleased. 

Comer  (common),  to  get  a  comer 
is  to  get  the  entire  control  of  a 
stock,  and  so  make  it  impossible 
for  others  to  complete  their  bar- 
gains or  to  purchase. 

He  had  been  mixed  up  disadvantage* 
ously  in  a  recent  comer  in  marbles. — 
Punch. 

(London),  the  *'  Comer;'  Tatter- 
sail's  horse  repository  and  bet- 
ting-rooms, which  was  at  Hyde 
Park  Comer.  (Thieves),  a  share 
— generally  a  share  in  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  robbery. 

Cornered  (tailors),  in  an  inextri- 
cable dilenmia ;  for  instance,  a 
man  makes  a  garment  which  is 
already  paid  for,  and  pawns  it, 


spends  the  money,  and  can't 
raise  the  amount  to  release  it 
when  wanted. 

Cornish  duck  (city),  a  pilchard. 
It  frys  in  its  own  grease.*' 
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Cornstalks  (Australian),  the 
settlers,  especially  the  girls, 
so  called  because  their  average 
height  is  very  great,  though  they 
arefragila 

We  talk  of  comtUilks  or  "slab-sided 
Yankees,"  and  have  in  our  minds  a  tall 
but  rather  thin  figure  as  represenutive  of 
AustraUsia  and  America. — Glob*, 

Com  -  stealers  (American),  the 
hands. 

"How  is  you  been,  my  old  Bullock?" 
and  he  squeezed  his  com-stealen  till  the 
old  gincral  began  to  dance  like  a  bear 
on  red  hot  iron.Sam  Slick :  Tht  Clock- 
maJUr, 

Corporal  Forbes  (Anglo-Indian), 
a  soldier's  name  for  cholera 
morbus. 

We  are  all  pretty  well,  but  a  great  quan- 
tity  are  in  hospital  with  Corporal  Forhos. 
"^Shipfs  MetHoir*, 

Corpse  provider,  a  facetious  name 
for  a  physician. 

"  Doctor,"  cried  the  happy  mother,  as 
she  waltzed  into  the  consulting-room  of 
the  Brixton  corpse  provider^  "  I  wish  to 
consult  you  about  my  baby's  legs." — 
— sporting  Times, 

Corpter.    Y\dt  To  Oobpsb. 

Corpse-reyiyer  (common),  a  dram 
of  spirits. 

There  was  a  general  rush  for  wet  towels 
and  corpse-rtvivtrs,—Sportinf  Tismes, 

S 
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Corpse — Counterfeit. 


Corpse,  to  (theatrical),  to  confuBe, 
to  put  out  fellow-actors  by 
sticking  fast  in  the  dialogue; 
kill  a  scene  through  ignorance, 
wilfulness,  or  stupidity.  A  con- 
tretemps of  this  kind  is  called 
"  a  regular  corpser.' 


tt 


Corroboree  (up  country  Austra- 
lian), to  boil ;  a  word  borrowed 
from  the  natives,  who  thus  call 
one  of  their  wild  dancea  Whites 
generally  use  it  in  the  sense  of 
disturbance,  hence  it  is  said 
that  a  kettle  corroboree*  when  it 
boils. 

Corybungus  (pugilistic),  backside. 

Cosh  (popular  and  thieves),  a  stick 
of  any  kind,  but  more  especially 
a  policeman's  baton.  From  the 
gypsy  hdtht,  corrupt  form  hatikf 
meaning  wood  in  any  form. 

The  officer  .  .  .  sought  to  give  the  finish- 
ing cou^  de  grAce  with  his  cosh  .  .  . 
and  it  split  the  baton. — Evening^  News. 

Cossack  (popular),  a  policeman. 

Costard  (popular),  the  head ;  avery 
old  word,  used  by  Shakspeare 
in  King  Lear. 

Coster  bloke  (popular),  a  coster- 
monger. 

I  feels  the  tears  come  down  my  cheeks, 
when  I  'eerd  him  'owl  and  wail, 

"And,"  sez  I,  "  I'm  a  simple  cctterbMe^ 
but  my  'art's  right  as  the  maiL** 
— sporting  Tim4s» 

Cot,  a  term  of  opprobrium  for 
a  woman.     Heard  in  Kentish 


watering -plaoes  for  the  most 
part. 

Cottoo  lord  (common),  a  Man- 
chester manufacturer  or  dealer 
in  cotton. 

Cottonopolis,  Manchester  (Hot- 
ten). 

Cottons  (Stock  Exchange),  Con- 
federated Dollar  Bonds. 

Cotton,  to  (common),  a  colloquial- 
ism in  the  sense  of  to  like,  agree, 
be  attached  (literally  to  adhere, 
cling  to,  like  cotton  to  cloth), 
but  used  in  a  slangy  sense  as  in 
quotation. 

For  when  once  Madam  Fortune  deals  oat 

her  hard  raps, 
It's  amazing  to  think  how  one  cottons  to 

drink  I 
At  sudi  times,  of  all  things  in  nature, 

perhaps 
There's  not  one  that  is  half  so  seducing  as 

schnaps. 

— tngUdsby  Logtnds, 

Couch  a  hogshead,  to  (old  cant), 
to  lay  down  to  sleep. 

I  concktd  a  hogshead  in  a  skypper  this 
darkemans. — T.  Harman :  Caveat, 

Council  of  ten  (popular),  the  toes 
of  a  man  who  turns  his  feet 
inward  (Hotten). 

Counterfeit  crmnk  (old  cant),  a 
rogue  who  shammed  epilepsy. 
From  the  Grerman  krank,  sick. 

Those  that  do  counterfeit  the  cnu$h  be 
young  knaves  and  yonge  harlots,  that 
depely  dissemble  the  fialling 
T.  Hmrmem:  Cememi, 


CounteT'jumper — Covent  Garden. 
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Counter-jumper  (common),  a 
shopman,  a  draper's  assistant. 

"Sir,  you  should  know  that  my  cheek 
is  not  for  you."  "  Why,"  said  he,  stiHing 
his  anger,  "  it  seems  free  enough  to  every 
counter- jumper 'v\  the  town."— C  Kings- 
ley:  IVesitvard Ho. 

Counter-skipper  (popnlar),  a  vari- 


ant   of    **  counter 
shopman. 


(f 


jumper,     a 


Counter,  to  (pugilistic),  to  strike. 

His  kissing  traps  counieredt 
His  ribs  roasted. 

— C.  BetU  :  VerdoHt  Green, 

Count  noses,  to  (parliamentary), 
to  take  the  number  of  a  divi- 
sion. 

County  crop  (prison),  hair 
shortened  to  about  an  inch, 
which  used  to  be  the  rule  in  all 
prisons,  but  is  now  confined  to 
convicts.  The  expressipn  is 
therefore  now  a  misnomer,  as 
county  prisons  no  longer  exist 
since  the  Government  took  all 
over  in  1877,  and  prisoners 
are  not  thus  cropped,  as  it 
would  continue  their  punish- 
ment by  marking  them  out  after 
their  discharge. 

Couple-begg^ar  (old  cant),  a  low 
fellow,  who  officiated  as  a 
clergyman  in  performing  mar- 
riages in  the  Fleet  prison. 

Couranne  (theatrical) ,  from 
eouronne  or  carofuif  five  shilling^. 

Court  card  (old  slang),  a  bean. 


Court  martial  (schoolboy),  the 
practice  of  tossing  in  a  blanket 
for  a  practical  joke. 

C outer  (popular),  a  sovereign. 
From  gypsy,  eutto,  literally  a 
piece. 

Core  (popular  and  thieves).  In 
old  cant,  "oofe,"  "ouflto,"  a 
man ;  also  landlord. 

He's  a  rum  d<^.  Don't  he  kx>k  fierce 
at  any  strange  cove.  —  Dickens:  Oliver 
Twist. 

Besides,  I  am  that  sort  of  cove  the  swells 
so  much  admire. — Toby, 

This  word  Hotten  connects 
with  '*  cuif ,"  a  North  of  England 
word  for  a  lout  or  awkward 
fellow.  This  seems  to  be  borne 
out  by  the  circumstance  that  in 
most  cant  languages  man  and 
fool  are  synonymous,  but  it  has 
been  suggested  to  be  more  pro- 
bably from  the  Romany  cova^  a 
thing,  the  term  being  almost 
indefinite  in  its  applicability. 
**It  is,"  says  Pott,  "a  general 
helper  on  all  occasions,  is  used 
as  a  substantive  and  an  adjec- 
tive, and  has  a  far  wider  scope 
than  the  Latin  re«.  Thus  cove 
means  that  man ;  eoW,  that 
woman."  The  derivation  from 
the  German  kopft  a  head  (not  ap- 
plied directly  to  individuals  ex- 
cept as  in  English),  has  also  been 
suggested.  (Australian  station), 
the  covtt  the  master,  or  over- 
seer. 

Coyent  Garden  (old  slang).  This 
place  seems  to  have  acquired  at 
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one  time  a  most  unenviable 
notoriety,  for  it  entered  con- 
siderably into  the  vicious  slang 
of  fifty  years  ago.  Thus  "the 
CovtfU  Garden  ague  '*  was  a  cer- 
tain venereal  disease ;  a  "  Covent 
Oarden  abbess  "  was  a  procuress ; 
and  prostitutes  were  nicknamed 
*'  Covent  Garden  nuns."  (Rhym- 
ing slang) ,  a  farthing  pronounced 
farden. 

Coyer  (thieves),  an  accomplice 
who  **  fronts  "  or  covers  a  pick- 
pocket while  he  is  operating. 
(American),  to  covtr^  to  drink. 

An  Englishman  drinks  rum  fustian,  ima- 
gining that  he  is  covering  a  fancy  mixed 
drink. — American  Newspaper. 

Cover-down  (thieves),  a  tossing 
coin  with  a  false  cover.  Obso- 
lete. 

Coyess  (old  cant),  explained  by 
quotation. 

.  .  .  Well  acquainted  with  the  cove  and 
the  ccvess—lhsiX  is,  the  landlord  and  land- 
lady.— J.Parker:  Variegated  Charac- 
tert. 

Coyey  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
man  or  boy.     Yidt  Cove. 

Hullo,  my  covey  I  what's  the  row? — 
Dickens:  Oliver  Twist. 

*' Can't   you   repay   me   that   five   bob 
now?"    "You'd  only  booze  it  if  I. did." 
•  And  the  cmey  will  have  to  wait. — Birdo* 
Freedom. 

Coving,  theft  of  jewellery  by 
palming  it  as  a  conjuror  does. 

Covo  (gypsy)  (for  actvo\  this; 
this  person  or  thing.  Covo, 
"this  man;"  corf,  "this  wo- 
man." 


Cowa,  cuwa  (gypsy),  a  thing; 
often  pronounced  eovtr^  "up  to 
all  the  covMM,"  up  to  all  the 
tricks,  games,  devices,  or 
"  rigs." 

Cowaben  (gypsy),  an  incident. 

Cow  (nautical),  a  gay  woman. 
FotMe,  in  the  French  slang,  has 
the  same  signification.  (Turf), 
one  thousand  pounds. 

CovTan.  In  ordinary  slang  a  spy, 
a  sneak,  a  prying  informer.  It 
is  a  term  given  by  the  Free- 
masons to  all  uninitiated  per- 
sons, and  is  probably  the  Hebrew 
word  cohen^  |n3,  a  priest,  from 
the  opposition  and  oppression 
which  the  Freemasons  have  en- 
dured from  the  Catholic  Church. 
Co\tan  is  not  an  uncommon  form 
of  "  Cohen"  as  a  name  among 
Jews.  The  derivation  of  Obimn 
from  the  Greek  Kimv^  a  dog,  is 
a  great  injustice  to  the  Free- 
n[iasons,  who  have  never  re- 
garded or  treated  the  unini- 
tiated as  dogs. 

Cow  and  calf  (rhyming  slang),  to 
laugh. 

Cow-boy  (American),  cattle  her^ 
der  or  drover  of  Texas  and 
South -Western  States.  The 
term  was  applied  during  the 
revolutionary  war  to  so-called 
Tory  partisans  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  but  who  were  no 
better  than  brigands,  plunder- 
ing both  sides. 


Cowcamp — Crack. 


277 


Cowcamp  (American),  ezplained 
by  qnotation. 

.  .  .  Wert  a  number  of  cowcamps^ 
where  /ecently  settled  stockmen  kept 
watch  and  ward  over  herds  of  long-homed 
Texas  cattle,  which  grazed  along  the 
river  or  on  the  mesas  above. — Tfu  Youth's 
Companion. 

Cow-chilo  (pidgin-English),  a 
girl,  i.e.t  coio-child.  A  boy  was 
termed  buU-chUo,  These  terms 
are  becoming  obsolete,  but  are 
often  used  in  fun  to  chaff 
Chinese. 

In  he  city  of  Whampo 
Lib  Joss-pidgin  man  name  Coe, 
Massa  Coe  he  missionaly, 
Hab  got  one  cow-ckt/o  Maly. 

—TA4  Ballad  o/Mary  Cot. 

Cow-cow  (pidgin),  to  be  very 
angry,  to  scold  (Hotten). 

Cow  juice  (popular),  milk ;  the 
term  is  also  used  by  school- 
boys. 

Cowlick  (popular),  lock  of  hair 
twisted  forward  from  the  ear, 
rarely  seen  now. 

Cow-oil,  or  cow-grease  (pidgin), 
butter.  Obsolete,  but  literally 
translated  from  the  Chinese. 

Cows  and  kisses  (rhyming  slang), 
mistress  or  missus ;  the  ladies. 

Come,  cows  attd  kissoSf  put  the  battle  of 
the  line  on  your  Bamet  (air,  and  a  rogue 
and  villain  in  your  sky-rocket. — HorsUy  : 
Jotting* /rom  /ail, 

Cow8hooter.(Winche8ter  College), 
a  round-topped  hat,  worn  only 
by  prefects,  "bluchers"  (rank* 


ing  next  to  prefects),  and  "  jolly- 
keeps,"  or  old  students. 

Crabs  (thieves),  feet;  to  move 
one's  erabst  to  run  away. 

I  crossed  a  crusher  at  the  landyard.  .  .  . 
I  moved  my  craAs  like  a  bull — On  tkt 
TraiL 

(Dice  players),  a  pair  of  aces. 

Crabshells  (popular),  shoes. 

Crack,  a  recognised  colloquialism, 
used  as  an  adjective,  meaning 
first-rate. 

Captain  Cadsby,  as  he  loved  to  call 
himself,  was  the  crack  shot  of  Doltshire. 
--TrutK 

(Sport),  a  erack^  an  adept. 

Lawn  tennis  at  Cannes  .  .  .  the  doings 
of  the  cracks^  we  know,  interest  many  of 
our  readers. — Pastime. 

(Turf),  the  track  is  the  favour- 
ite in  a  race. 

The  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the 
betting  which  drove  the  crack  from  6  to  4 
to  xo  to  z  the  night  before  the  race. — 
Sporting  Times. 

(Old),  a  cracky  an  insane  person, 
a  boaster. 

(Popular),  a  cracky  a  prostitute ; 
to  crack  up,  to  extol,  to  puff 
(obsolete  English,  but  used  in 
a  slangy  sense) ;  in  a  cracky  in 
an  instant ;  to  cracky  to  inform. 

(Thieves),  a  crack,  a  burglary. 

Here  .  .  .  success  to  the  crack, 

— Dickens:  Oliver  Twist. 

To  crack  a  crib,  to  commit  a 
burglary. 

I  mean  to  crack  a  crib  to-night. 
But,  pals,  don't  crack  on^e. 

—Beillmd:  Bates*  Farm, 


•  ■ 
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The  crib's  barred  up  at  night  like  a  jail ; 
but  there's  one  part  we  can  crack  safe  and 
woitXj,— Dickens :  Oliver  TwisU 

(Tinker),  orodt,  a  stick.  Not 
"modem  gjpej,"  aa  declared 
bj  Hotten. 

Crack  a  bottle,  to  (common),  to 
drink  a  bottle  of  liquor. 

Crack  a  whid,  to  (thieves),  to 
talk. 

Cracked  nut  (common),  the  head 
of  an  insane  person. 

An  enthusiastic  poet  begs  Mr. to 

lift  np  his  "  crested  head."  Cracked  nut 
would,  practically  speaking,  be  more  to 
the  point. — Fun. 

Cracked  up  (common),  mined, 
"  gone  to  smash." 

Cracker  (common),  an  untmth 
consequent  on  boastful  or  im- 
probable statements.  The  older 
form  is  "crack,"  alluding  to 
high-sounding  language,  as  in 
*'  crack  up,"  to  loudly  extol,  puff 
up.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
"crack"  is  from  the  Gaelic 
erac^  to  talk.  The  French  wm 
eruque  is  a  mild  untruth,  or  a 
gasconade,  and  in  the  latter 
sense  it  is  synonymous  with 
eraeker.  Le  Baron  de  Crac  is 
the  French  Munchausen,  the 
hero  of  a  volume  of  travels,  who 
meets  with  the  most  marvellous 
adventures,  the  type  of  a  boast- 
ful, gasconading,  story-teller. 

Crackey  (popular),  an  ejaculation. 
A  corruption  of  *'  crikey,"  which 


Cracking  a  crnat  (common),  robb- 
ing along  in  the  world ;  "  cradb- 
iing  a  tidy  erwi"  m^saiB  doing 
very  welL  This  is  a  very  com- 
mon expression  among  the  lower 
orders  (Hotten). 

Crackling^  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity), the  three  velvet  strips 
worn  on  the  sleeve  by  members 
of  St  John's  CoU^e,  Cambridge, 
called  "  hogs." 

Crack-pot  (American),  preten- 
tious, petty,  a  small  person  of 
little  account. 

I'm  a  crack-pot  in  the  city  .  .  . 
All  the  barmaids  at  me  tiCter 
When  I  call  for  mild  and  bitter. 
They  say  I  am  their  little 
Bit  of  crack-pot  jam. 
—A    Catnack   Ballad:  Tke 
Crack-Pot  in  tke  City. 

Cracksman  (thieves),  a  burglar. 

Some   mortals    disdain    the    calm 

blessings  of  rest, 
")[ ova  cracksman,  for  instance,  thinks 

night-time  the  best. 

— Ingoldshy  Legends. 

Cram,  crammer  (common),  a  lie. 

My  little  friend  .  .  .  pulled  my  noae 
for  telling  what  he  called  a  beastly  cram,— 
Pmnck, 

That  was  the  crammer  I  told  him,  and 
farthennore  .  .  .  I  piled  it  up  a  bit.— 
Greenwood:  Left  in  a  Cak. 

To  eram,  to  lie ;  also  to  acquire 
or  impart  instmction  hastily  in 
view  of  an  approaching  exami- 
nation. This  is  an  almost  re- 
cognised term. 

A  very  clever  lad  can  dxspeaae  wtA  the 
expense  of  betog  crammed,'-^ United  Sef 
viceGeuette. 


Cram — Craze. 
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To  eram  up  one,  to  ply  him 
with  falsehoods. 

(Uniyersity),  a  ora/m,  a  trans- 
lation. 

The  infatuated  Mr.  Bouncer  madly  per- 
sisted ...  in  going  into  the  school  clad 
in  hu  examination  coat,  and  padded  over 
with  a  host  of  crams.—C,  Bedt :  yerdamt 
Green. 

Crammer  (common),  a  falsehood; 
a  liar;  one  expert  in  "cram- 
ming/* x.e.<,  preparing  hastily 
candidates  for  examination ;  the 
head  of  a  "cramming"  estab- 
lishment. 

Cramped,  9g9ifQ0.  (popular  and 
thieves),  killed  or  hanged. 

Cramping  cull  (old  cant),  the 
executioner. 

Cramp  in  the  hand  (popular), 
stinginess  or  meanness. 

Cramp  words  (old  cant),  sentence 
of  death. 

Cranberry  eye  (American).  When 
a  man's  eye  is  bloodshot,  gene- 
rally from  drinking  alcohol,  he 
is  often  called  a  boy  with  a 
eranihtrry  eye.  The  American 
cranberry  is  very  much  larger 
than  the  English  variety,  and 
bears  a  resemblance  to  an  in- 
flamed optic. 

Crank.  Vide  Couktebfett 
CRANK.  (American^  insane,  eo- 
centrioy  or  a  monomaniac.  (Old), 
gin  and  water. 

Crap  (old  cant),  money ;  the 
gallows. 


And  what  if  at  length,  boys,  he  come  to 

themi>f 
Even  rack-punch  has  some  bitter  in  it. 
•"Aintworth:  Rookwood, 

To  <9rap,  to  hang. 

(Printers),  applied  to  "pie," 
or  mixed-up  type,  that  a  com- 
positor neglects  to  clear  away ; 
equivalent  to  the  popular  name 
for  excrement. 

(Popular),   to  erap,  to 
onesell 


Crapping: 
the  W.C. 


(low  theatrical). 


Crmpoy  (gypsy),  a  turnip,  a  button 
or  nail  head.  Sometimes  Ire^y. 

Crawl  (tailors),  one  who  uses  un- 
dignified means  to  curry  favour 
with  an  employer  or  foreman. 

Crawler  (common),  explained  by 
quotation. 

Every  hansom-cab,  or  crmvUr,  is  in 
itself  an  express  waggon  on  a  small  but 
sufficient  scaile.—Btni  c'  Freedom. 

Also  a  cab  which  goes  slowly 
to  pick  up  fares.  A  mean,  con- 
temptible fellow. 

Craw-thumper  (popular),  a  Roman 
Catholic  (Hotten).  In  America 
a  native  of  Ireland,  i.e.,  Irish 
CathoUc. 

Wanted  a  servant-maid.  No  palings 
or  cram-ihum^ers  need  apply.— /'AiV^ 
del^fua  PubUc  Ledger, 

Craze  (common),  used  in  refer- 
ence to  anything  in  great  vogue 
that  is  "  the  rage  "  for  the  time 
being. 


28o 


Craey — Cribcracker, 


It  was  a  croMi  on  both  sides  and  it 
passed.  During  the  crau  S.  and  M.  had 
their  photographs  taken  together,  and  the 
doable  picture  sold  somewhat  forioosly. — 
Birdo'  Freedom. 

Crazy  quilt  (American),  properlj 
a  quilt  made  of  all  kindB  of 
patches.  Figuratively  a  con- 
fused and  mixed  political  party. 

Cream-jugs  (Stock  Exchange), 
Charkof-Erementschug  Railway 
Bonds. 

Oh!    supposing    our    Cream-Jugs    were 

broken, 
Or  "  Beetles"  were  scuring  the  "  Babies." 
— Atkm:  NouuSem^. 

Cream  stick  (popular),  the  penis. 

Creamy  (common),  excellent. 

Creeper  (prison),  one  who  curries 
favour  by  hypocrisy  and  tale- 
bearing. 

Creepers  (popular),  lice.  (Ameri- 
can), the  feet. 

Creeps  (conmion),  explained  by 
quotation. 

Each  of  those  four  men  was  immediately 
seised  with  that  cold,  peculiar  thrill,  com- 
monly  called  the  cree/s.~-Bini  o'  Freedom, 

Cri,  short  for  Criterion. 

But  the  youth  was  hard-hearted,  and 
soon  he  departed, 
And  wandered  away  to  the  CrL 

—Sporting  Timts. 

Crib  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
house,  room. 

They  separated  in  the  garden  after 
they  had  cracked  the  crib, — H»  KtMgeUy: 
Geoffrey  Hamlyn, 


The  term  is  used  by  othen  in 
a  disparaging  sense  for  a  place, 
house,  situation,  restaurant. 
(Schools),  a  literal  translation 
of  an  author.  Possibly  from 
the  meaning  of  to  cr»&,  to  crowd 
together,  to  confine  in  a  small 
space,  as  "cram/*  synonym  of 
ert&,  or  from  the  slang  significa- 
tion to  cheat,  to  pilfer.  To  m6, 
to  cheat  at  an  examination  by 
using  a  ort&,  more  generally  to 
cheat  by  plagiary.  (Common), 
to  eribt  given  by  Webster  as  a 
recognised  word  but  used  now 
in  a  slangy  sense,  to  pilfer. 

It  b  not  stealing,  at  least  it  does  not 
seem  like  stealing  ...  it  is  at  most  only 
criUing.—Greemwood :  Severn  Cttrus  ^ 
London. 

(Old  cant),  ert5,  the  stomach. 

Cribbasfe-Caced  (common),  is  said 
of  a  person  marked  with  the 
small-pox. 

Cribber  (military),  a  grumbler;  a 
cavalry  term  evidently  from  the 
expression  "crib-biter,"  given 
to  a  horse  which  gnaws  at  its 
crib  or  manger,  quarrelling  with 
his  last  meal  and  his  difficulty 
in  digesting  it. 

Crib-biter  (common),  an  invete- 
rate grumbler.     Vidt  Crtbbkr. 

Cribcracker  (thieves  and  popu- 
lar), a  burglar. 

The  little  boys  .  .  .  ddight  in  gossip 
concerning  his  ulents  as  a  cribcrmcierwaA 
bis  adventures  as  a  pic]q>ocket.'--%Srn«r : 
How  the  Poor  JJvu 


Crikey — Crockets, 
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Crikey  (popnlar),  an  exclamation 
denoting  astonishment,  a  cor- 
ruption of  Christ. 

"Well.rmblowedI"headded.  "This 
here's  a  free  country,  and  a  cove  ain't  to 
swear  at  his  own  gal,  oh,  crikey." — Stmt: 
Roguts  and  Vagabond*. 

Crimnm  (tinker),  sheep. 

Crinkttm-crankum  (old  slang),  a 
woman's  private  parts. 

Cripple  (popular),  a  bent  sixpence. 
(Common),  an  awkward  or  doll 
person. 

Crisp  (common),  a  banknote. 

He  .  .  .  cashed  a  cheque  for  £ioo  and 
handed  over  the  cris^. — Modem  Society. 

Croaker  (old  slang),  a  fonrpenny 
piece.  (Common),  one  who 
takes  a  desponding  view  of 
everything.  (Popular),  a  beg- 
gar, a  corpse. 

Well  ...  it  won't  perhaps  send  you 
into  hysterics  to  hear  that  Dave  is  as 
good  as  a  croaker.— J.  Greenwood:  Al- 
most  Lost. 

(Prison),  the  doctor. 

One  man  who  had  put  his  name  for  the 
"butcher"  or  croaker^  would  suddenly 
find  that  he  had  three  ounces  of  bread  less 
to  receive  and  then  a  scene  would  ensue. 
•—Evening  News. 

Croak,  to  (thieves),  to  die,  to 
kilL 

Croakumshire  (old  slang).  This 
nickname  is  said  to  have  been 
given  to  Northumberland  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  people  in 
that  county  have  in  pronouncing 
the  letter  r,  which  imparts  a 


somewhat  rough  tone  to  the 
.    voice. 

Crock  (common),  the  original 
meaning  is  that  of  a  slow, 
worthless  horse,  but  in  society 
it  is  also  applied  figuratively  to 
a  slow,  fooUsh,  good-for-nothing 
person,  as  in  the  phrase,  '*  that 
girl  is  a  regular  crock"  In 
sporting  and  university  lan- 
guage it  is  also  used  in  reference 
to  a  duffer,  a  lazy  bungler. 

The  delbquents  still  rowed  their  blades 
like  gianm  and  nowhere  in  the  boat  was  a 
crock  to  be  seen. — R^eree. 

With  reference  to  the  origi- 
nal meaning  of  ilova^  worthless 
horse,  crock  is  allied  to  creep, 
Anglo-Saxon  ereopafi,  and  old 
High  Dutch  kriocha.^.  But  it  is 
curious  to  note  that  in  German 
slang  hrig  is  a  horse,  and  that 
the  German  ro«f,  a  horse,  has 
given  the  French  to^m^  a  slow, 
good-for-nothing  horse ;  this 
word  being  used  vrith  the  same 
figurative  meaning  as  arock^ 
applied  to  persons. 

Crocker  (sporting),  a  spaniel  em- 
ployed in  beating  underwood 
for  small  game. 

Crockets  (Winchester  College), 
the  word  for  cricket.  To  ''get 
out  eroeketi  "  is  to  get  out  with 
a  "duck's  egg,"  that  is,  with- 
out having  made  any  runs. 
"Small  eroeketi"  is  the  name 
given  to  a  game  played  with  an 
india-rubber  ball  and  a  plain 
deal  bat  about  two  inches 
broad. 
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Crocodile — Cross. 


Crocodile  (imivenitj),  a  girls' 
school  walking  two  and  two. 

Crocus,  croakns  (popnlar  and 
thieyes),  a  quack;  eroeta- 
obovej,  an  apothecarj's  shop; 
0ro0iM-pitcher,  a  street  seller  of 
medicines. 

(Armj),  emooio,  an  army  or 
nayy  sovgeon.  From  "croak," 
to  die,  which  has  given  the 
prison  slang  "croaker"  for  a 
doctor. 

Crone  (circus),  a  down.  From  a 
provincialism,  vrvwMft  merrj, 

Cronker  (tailors),  the  foreman. 

Crook  (thieves  and  popular).  On 
the  erook,  bj  dishonest  means ; 
the  reverse  of  "square."  Got 
on  the  crookf  stolen.  Hence  a 
crook  is  a  thief,  both  in  England 
and  America. 

Chicago  crwk. — "Good  news,  Jim." 
.  .  .  Fellow  crcoJk.—**  WhAi's  up?"— 
Tit-Bits. 

No  ctwfk  gets  any  good  out  of  his 
boodles.— ZV/fvi/  Frwt  Press. 

Crookback  (old  slang),  a  six- 
penny piece,  from  some  of 
these  coins  being  much  bat- 
tered. 

Crooked  (thieves),  stolen.  Vide 
Cbook. 

Croop  (popular),  stomach;  for 
crop. 

Cropper  (common),  a  heavy  fall ; 
to  tumble  "  neck  and  crop." 

He  was  far  more  shaken  by  his  cropper 
than  in  any  round  of  his  memorable  fight 


with  Bungarte  or  any  other  oppopent.— * 
Sp9rt%mg  TisHU, 

To  "  come  a  enpper^*  to  have 
a  heavy  fiJL  Also  said  of  a 
man  who  experiences  a  decided 
failure. 

There  was  a  steeplechase  for  gentlemen 
riders,  over  which  all  the  sharps  came  a 
cropptr  through  barking  Sufflet. — Sp^rt' 
ini  Timss, 

Croppie  (prison),  one  who  has  had 
his  hair  cut  in  prison.  Theterm 
was  applied  to  Irish  rebels  in 
1789,  and  formerly  to  those  who 
had  their  ears  cut  off  by  the 
executioner.  Puritans  went  by 
that  name  on  account  of  their 
short  hair. 

Croppled  (Winchester  Ck>Uege), 
to  be  croppled  is  to  be  turned 
in  a  lesson. 

Cross  (thieves).  To  be  "  on  the 
erosst**  to  be  a  thief;  to  get  a 
thing  on  the  eross  is  to  obtain  it 
surreptitiously,  the  reverse  of 
'*  on  the  square." 

The  young  woman  is  Beas,  mad  perhapf 
she  may  be  on  the  crtus^  and  y'  don't  go 
to  say  that  what  with  flimping  and  with 
cly-faking,  and  such  like,  she  mayn't  be 
wanted  some  day. — //,  Kittgsley:  Xavemt' 
hat. 

Hence,  a  croM,  a  thief;  termed 
also    *'croM  man,"    or    "mvh 


cove. 

It  reminds  us  too  of  die  "  plants'*  and 
ertust  and  of  the  lowest  of  tha  few  ute 
supported  pugilism.— /'smcA. 

(University),  to  cn>u,  putting 
a  erou  against  a  man's  name  for 
not  paying  his  bills  to  the  bursar, 
or  cutting  chapel  lectures,  Ac 
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Cross  chap  (oosiennongers),  a 
thiel 

Cross   coye    and   mollisher 

(thieves),  a  man  and  woman 
who  are  in  partnership  for  par- 
poses  of  robbery. 

Cross-crib  (thieres  and  roughs), 
a  house  frequented  by  thieves. 

Cross-cut,   and    tip   and   sifter 

(American),  mining  terms  from 
California  expressive  of  motions 
or  methods  in  washing  gold. 
These  terms  were  at  one  time 
commonly  applied  in  slang  in 
many  ways. 

Cross-drum  (thieves),  a  thieves' 
tavern. 

Cross-Camming^  (thieves),  robbing 
a  person  of  his  scarf-pin ;  "  from 
the  position  of  the  arms  in  the 
act,"  says  Hotten.     Vide  ¥au. 

Crossing^  the  damp-pot  (tailors), 
going  to  America. 

Cross-kid,  to  (thieves),  explained 
by  quotation. 

A  reeler  came  to  the  cell  and  erost- 
kidded  (questioned)  mt,—HorsUy:  Jet- 
Hnf^sfrom  JttiL 

Cross-roader  (American),  a  man 
whose  ways  are  doubtful  or 
dishonest. 

.  .  .  For  the  simple  purpose  of  being 
introduced  to  the  club,  there  to  "fleece 
the  suckers,"  who  never  suspect  they  are 
plajring  against  a  cross'tvader. — Chicago 
Tribume, 

Crow(thieve8),a  man  who  watches 
while  another  creeps  tntohooses, 


down  areas,  or  into  shops.  (Com- 
mon), a  regular  croWt  an  un- 
expected piece  of  luck,  {.«., 
something  to  ercw  over.  *'I 
have  a  erow  to  pull  with  you," 
a  complaint  to  make,  or  mis- 
understanding to  clear  up. 
(American),  to  eat  eroio,  to 
recant,  to  humiliate  oneself. 

In  America,  a  right-about  movement  of 
this  character  is  described  as  eating  cr»w. 
—SL  Jmmes'  GaagUi, 

Crowder  (tinker),  a  string. 

Crowders  (theatrical),  large  audi- 
ences. 

Crow-eater  (colonial),  a  lazy  fel- 
low who  will  live  on  anything 
rather  than  work. 

Crowsfoot  (prison),  the  Govern- 
ment mark  of  the  broad  arrow, 
which  is  stamped  in  black  paint 
on  prison  clothing  as  a  means 
of  detection  in  case  of  escape. 

Crug^  (popular),  food.  (Christ 
Hospital),  bread. 

He  had  his  tea  and  hot  rolls  in  a  morn- 
ing, while  we  were  battening  upon  our 
quarter  of  a  penny  loaf— our  crug. — 
Ltumb:  Essay t. 

Crummy  (army),  dirty;  applied 
amongst  soldiers  to  a  man's 
appearance.  (Thieves),  with 
well-filled  pockets.  Also  lousy. 
A  "  orummy  doss." 

Crumpet  face  (popular),  a  face 
with  smallpox  marks. 

Crumpler  (conmion),  oravat. 
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Cmkk — ChJJ^. 


If  I  see  a  boy  make  to  do  about  the  fit 
of  his  crum/Ur  .  .  . — Blackmon:  Lama 
Daone, 

Crutch  (Winchester  College),  a 
name  given  to  the  school  car- 
penter. 

Cry  of  things  (popolar),  a  great 
number  of  things ;  ''a  ciy  of 
pears." 

Cry  matches  (American),  a  slang 
exclamation  of  surprise.  Its 
derivation  is  improbablj  g^ven 
as  "  crime  hatches."  By  some 
"cry"  is  considered  as  equiva- 
lent to  Christi  or  Christ,  but 
the  phrase  is  altogether  obscure. 

Crusher  (popular),  a  policeman; 
from  the  slang  term  *'  to  crush/* 
to  run. 

To  bonnet  a  lot  of  old  blokes, 

And  make  petticoats  squeal  is  good 

biz, 
But    a   crushtf^s    'ard    knuckles    a 
crunching  yer  scrag  ?  no, 
I'm  bio  wed  if  that  is ! 

—Punch, 

Crush,  to  (popular),  to  run.  Pos- 
sibly from  "  beetle  •  crusher  " 
(which  see). 

Crust  (theatrical),  the  head. 

Crusty  beau  (old  slang),  a  fop 
who  makes  up  with  paint  and 
cosmetiques. 

C's,  the  three  (prison),  the  Cen- 
tral Criminal  Court. 

C.T.A.,  (circus  and  travelling 
showmen),  the  police. 


Cuckoo  (societj),  a  fooL 

Cud  (Winchester  CoUege),  hand- 
some, pfetty.  Probably  from 
hud/M,  (Popular),  a  piece  of 
tobacco  chewed,  a  '*  quid.'* 

Cnddlins^  (prixe-fighters),  wrest- 
ling. 

It  was  said  by  some  cavillers  that  there 
was  too  much  wrestling,  or,  as  they  called 
it,  cuddliitg. — Punch, 

Cue  despiser  (theatrical),  said  of 
an  actor  who  is  careless  in  tak- 
ing up  his  ou^  thereby  damag- 
ing the  performance. 

Cue,  to  (thieves),  to  obtain  goods 
on  credit  which  you  never 
mean  to  pay  for,  synonymous 
with  "going  upon  the  letter 
Q,"  "  the  mace." 

Cuff  (tailors),  one  who  feigns  re- 
ligion, or  is  religious. 

Cuffer  (military),  a  lie ;  spinning 
a  cvffeTj  telling  an  exaggerated, 
grossly  improbable  story;  one 
that  cujfk  or  beats  any  story. 
(American  thieves),  a  man,  rus- 
tic. From  old  English  cant 
eofe,  or  the  Yiddish  kajfett  a 
stupid  fellow;  kafforiy  Hebrew 
for  a  peasant. 

Cuff  shooter  (theatrical),  an  im- 
pudent and  presuming  tyro,  who 
gives  himself  airs,  and  thinks 
more  of  his  **coff8"  than  his 
cues. 

Cnfiy,  cnffee  (West  Indian),  s 
word     geneEsIly    applied    to 


r-iX.^'^ 
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negroes,  and  which  was  at 
one  time  a  very  common  name 
among  them.  Literally  it 
means* 'Thursday."  Among  the 
Gainea  and  Dahomey  negroes 
every  man  receives  a  name 
from  the  day  of  the  week  on 
which  he  is  bom.  Hence  the 
frequency  of  Quashee,  Ot^ffee, 
Juba,  &c.  The  latest  Ct^ffee  in- 
troduced to  the  British  public 
was  King  Coffee  Calcolli. 

The  fine  dash  of  Virginia  upper  cuj^y- 
ism,  it  is  gone,  gone  for  ever.  Sambo  has 
settled  down  into  a  simple  bourgeois. — 
Putttam's  Magazine. 

Ciiling  (thieves),  an  abbreviation 
of  reticuling;  snatching  reti- 
cules from  the  seats  of  carriages 
at  races. 

Calio  (pidgin),  a  curio,  a  curiosity. 
The  common  term  '*  curio  "  was 
borrowed  from  this  Chinese  ab- 
breviation : 

One  time  two   piecey  Flunsee  (French- 
men)  make  walkee  in  Canton, 

Look-see  one   piecee   c»/iV-shop — a  first 
chop  numpsi  one. 

"VOutau. 

Cull,  cully  (popular  and  thieves), 
a  man  or  boy. 

Now  the  darky  shines  on  'em,  you  see 
what  famous  togs  the  ctUl  has  on.— ^mx- 
worth:  Auriol. 

Cully  had  formerly  the  signi- 
fication of  greenhorn,  fool,  dupe, 
milksop,  and  was  a  recognised 
word;  it  is  used  by  Addison 
and  others. 

Your  royal  culfy  has  command 
Only  from  you  at  second  hand. 
—Ettri  ^  RocktsUr  :  IVorks. 


Evidently  an  abbreviation  of 
"  culHon,"  French  eouUUn, 

(Theatrical),  actors  sometimes 
address  one  another  as  euUy,  or 
"  laddie." 

"Where's  your  wife,  old  boy?"  inquired 
a  friend  of  a  well-known  comedian  on  tour. 
"Don't  know,  cuUy:'—Btrd <f  Freedom, 

Rum  cuilt  the  manager. 

Colly  gforg^  (theatrical),  the 
manager  of  a  theatre.  Ac- 
cording to  Baumann,  a  brother 
actor. 

Cum  annexes  (West  Indian),  the 
members  of  one's  family. 

Ctim-shaw  (pidgin),  a  present  of 
any  kind,  a  gratuity,  a  pourboirt 
or  hdk$hee»h,  "According  to 
Giles  it  is  the  Amoy  pronuncia- 
tion (ikam-na)  of  two  characters 
signifying  'grateful  thanks'" 
(Anglo-Indian  Glossary). 

Mashee,  he  no  givee  dat  Chinee  man 
cumsAaw,  not  one  little  mt/  tee  cashee  (one 
very  small  coin),  he  too  smallo  man  inside, 
he  no  makee  plopa  fashion — p'ho! — The 
Talking  Ducks. 

Ciindum  (old),  appliance  for  the 
prevention  of  infection  in  sexual 
intercourse.  The  word  is  used 
by  the  Germans.  Said  to  be 
derived  from  one  Condom,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  was  noted  for  selling 
what  is  now  called  "French 
letters."  French,  eopofes  ang^ 
laiset, 

Cmmels,  dnsmovaiis  (tinker), 
potatoes* 
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Cup — Cuss. 


Cnp  and  saucer  plajen  (tbeatri- 
cal),  a  term  of  derision  inyented 
bj  the  pessimists  for  the  pur- 
pose of  depreciating  the  artists 
associated  with  the  perform- 
ance of  the  late  T.  W.  Robert- 
son's comedies. 

Cnp-tosser  (popular),  a  person 
who  professes  to  tell  fortunes 
by  examining  the  grounds  in 
tea  or  coffee-cups  (Hotten). 

Cnre  (common),  a  curious,  eccen- 
tric, odd  person.  Imported 
from  America;  was  used  with 
that  sense  twenty -five  years 
ago.  More  generally  now  a 
humorous,  comical  person.  De- 
rived from  an  eccentric  Ameri- 
can popular  song  called  "The 
Curtr 

Curions,  to  do  (popular),  to  do 
anything  out  of  the  ordinary. 
'*Look  at  that  man  tumbling 
about.    He's  doing  eurioui" 

Curl  up  (popular),  be  silent. 

Currants  and  ploms  (rhyming 
slang),  thrums ;  slang  for  three- 
pence. 

Currency  (Australian),  persons 
bom  in  Australia,  natives  of 
England  being  termed  "ster- 
ling." 

Curro  (gypsy),  a  cup  or  tankard. 

Curse  of  Scotland  (Scotch),  the 
nine  of  diamonds.  Many  de- 
rivatives have  been  suggested, 
and  Hotten  says  the  most  pro- 


bable is,  that  in  the  game  of 
Pope  Joan  the  nine  of  diamonds 
is  the  pope,  of  whom  the  Scotch 
have  an  especial  horror. 

Cnrsetor  (old  cant),  a  txamp, 
Tagabond. 

Curtail  (old  cant),  second  in 
command  in  the  fraternity  of 
vagabonds. 

Curtain  (theatrical),  a  strong 
situation  at  the  end  of  an  act, 
which,  when  the  euriain  de- 
scends, elicits  a  burst  of  ap- 
plause, and  causes  the  curtain 
.  to  be  taken  up  again. 

Curtain-raiser  (theatrical  and 
journalistic),  a  short  play  per- 
formed before  a  more  important 
one.  Corresponds  to  the  French 
"  lever  de  rideau." 

"  Love  and  Politics  "  was  prodaoed  as  a 
curtatH-raistr  at  the  Opera  Comiqne  on 
Thursday.— 7VI«  Reftru, 

Cuse  (Winchester  College),  a  book 
in  which  the  marks  of  each 
division  are  recorded. 

Cushion-smiter  (popular),  a 
clergyman  or  preacher. 

Cushmawaunee  (Anglo-Indian), 
never  mind. 

Cuss  (American),  a  man. 

A  darned  nasty  old  cut*  he  is,  and  don't 
yoo  fofKet  it.—/*.  Frmmds:  SmddU  tmd 
Moccasin, 

It  is  not  always  used  dis- 
paragingly; a  tough  east  is  a 
bold,  indomitable  num. 
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It  is  said  that  the  teamster  .  .  .  con- 
sidered  himself  to  be  entitled  to  be  called 
a  tough  cuss.— Stevens :  Amtud  iJU 
IVarid  on  a  Bicycle. 

Cussedness  (American),  evil- 
mindedness,  innate  depravitj. 
To  do  a  thing  out  of  pore 
cutsedneu  is  the  same  as  to  do 
it  for  mere  mischief,  without 
reason  or  excuse.  Also  auda- 
city. 

He  .  .  .  resolved  to  be  present  tn  hb 
seat  out  of  what  may  be  characterised  as 
pure  cussedness. — Dasiy  Telegraph. 

Cuss  out.  to  (American),  to  sub- 
due or  silence  an  opponent 
by  overwhelming  severity  of 
tongue.  *'  He  cussed  him  out,'* 
i.e.,  used  such  violent  language 
(not  necessarily  profane)  as  to 
verbally  annihilate  him. 

Customer  (common),  generally 
used'in  such  phrases  as  a  "  queer, 
or  rum  customer ; "  a  curious 
fellow,  or  one  difficult  to  deal 
with ;  an  "  ugly  customer"  a 
dangerous  person  or  animal. 
(American  thieves),  a  victim. 

Cut  (old),  tipsy.  (Society),  a  step, 
a  stage,  as  "  she  is  a  cut  above 


f> 


me. 

Cut  a  shine,  to  (popular),  to  play 
pranks,  amuse  oneself  boister- 
ously. 

I  smoke  her  havannas  and  lower  her 

wine, 
At  times  with  her  money  I  cut  a  rare 

shine. 


Cut  and  dried  (thieves),  the  phrase 
refers  to  a  robbery  which  has 
been  duly  planned. 

Some  time  after  that  affair  with  the 
fence,  one  of  the  mob  said  to  me,  "  I  have 
got  a  place  cut  and  dried;  will  you  come 
and  do  it  ?  "—Horsley  iJottings/romJmiL 

Cut  bene,  to  (old  cant),  to  use 
pleasant  words. 

Cut  capers,  to  (common),  to  be- 
have in  a  disorderly,  improper 
manner. 

Cut  dead,  to  (common),  to  break 
off  all  connection  with  an  ac- 
quaintance or  friend. 

But  he  could  not  get  these  books  with* 
out  Dr.  Wycherley,  and  unfortunately  he 
had  cut  that  worthy  dead  in  his  own 
asylum. — Read*:  Hard  Cash. 

Cut  didoes,  to,  synonymous  with 
cut  capers  (Hotten). 

Cut  dirt,  to  (American),  to  run 
away  very  rapidly. 

He  jump  up  fo'  sartin— he  cut  dirt 

and  run. 
While   Sambo   follow  arter  wid  bis 

'•  tum,  tum,  turn." 

— Negro  Songo/xZv^ 

Cut  down  (American),  deprived, 
brought  low,  poor. 

Cut  in,  to  (society),  take  a  share 
in,  to  try  for. 

Most  of  the  students  will  cut  in  for  a 
prize. — School  MagaxsnO'. 

Cut  into,  to  (Winchester  College), 
to  hit  one  on  the  back  with  a 
"ground  ash"  or  stick  used  by 
prefects  in  the  exercise  of  tbe^ 
functions. 
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Cup — Cuss. 


Cnp  and  saucer  playera  (theatri- 
cal), a  term  of  derision  invented 
by  the  pessimists  for  the  pur- 
pose of  depreciating  the  artists 
associated  with  the  perform- 
ance of  the  late  T.  W.  Robert- 
son's comedies. 

Cup-tosser  (popular),  a  person 
who  professes  to  tell  fortunes 
by  examining  the  grounds  in 
tea  or  coffee-cups  (Hotten). 

Cure  (common),  a  curious,  eccen- 
tric, odd  person.  Imported 
from  America;  was  used  with 
that  sense  twenty -five  years 
ago.  More  generally  now  a 
humorous,  comical  person.  De- 
rived from  an  eccentric  Ameri- 
can popular  song  called  '*The 


Curer 

Curious,  to  do  (popular),  to  do 
anything  out  of  the  ordinary. 
*'Look  at  that  man  tumbling 
about    He's  doing  euriou$" 

Curl  up  (popular),  be  silent. 

Currants  and  plums  (rhyming 
slang),  thrums ;  slang  for  three- 
pence. 

Currency  (Australian),  persons 
bom  in  Australia,  natives  of 
England  being  termed  "ster- 
ling." 


Curro  (gypsy),  a  cup  or  tankard. 

Curse  of  Scotland  (Scotch),  the 
nine  of  diamonds.  Many  de- 
rivatives have  been  suggested, 
and  Hotten  says  the  most  pro- 


bable is,  that  in  the  game  of 
Pope  Joan  the  nine  of  diamonds 
is  the  pope,  of  whom  the  Scotoh 
have  an  especial  horror. 

Cnraetor  (old  oant),  a  tramp, 
TBgabond. 

Curtail  (old  cant),  second  in 
command  in  the  fraternity  of 
vagabonds. 

Curtain  (theatrical),  a  strong 
situation  at  the  end  of  an  act, 
which,  when  the  ewrtain  de- 
scends, elicits  a  burst  of  ap- 
plause, and  causes  the  curtain 
.  to  be  taken  np  again. 

Curtain-raiser  (theatrical  and 
journalistic),  a  short  play  per- 
formed before  a  more  important 
one.  Corresponds  to  the  French 
"  lever  de  rideau." 

"  Love  and  Politics  "  was  prodaoed  as  a 
eurtuin-raiser  at  the  Opera  Comiqae  oa 
Thursday. — TfU  Rtftru. 

Cuse  (Winchester  (yoUege),  a  book 
in  which  the  marks  of  each 
division  are  recorded. 

Cushion-smiter  (popular),  a 
clergyman  or  preacher. 

Cudunawaunee  (Anglo-Indian), 
never  mind. 

Cuss  (American),  a  man. 

A  darned  nasty  old  cuts  he  is,  and  don't 
yon  forget  it.—/'.  Frmncu:  SaddU  amd 
Moccasin* 

It  is  not  always  used  dis- 
paragingly; a  tough  euu  is  a 
bold,  indomitable  man. 


Cussedness — Cut. 


CiitkiMl<lried(tlueTaB),tbeptii«H 
refers  to  a  robbery  whiob  bu 
been  dol;  pUaoed. 


Cussedness  (AmciicaD),  evil- 
mindcdneu,  inoBte  depnrity. 
To    do    a    thing    out  of   pure 


Cut  bene,  to  (old  oaiit),  to  um 
pleasant  words. 

Cnt  capers,  to  (oomraon).  to  be- 
have in  a  disorderly,  improper 


pun  ciaiiJmii.—Dmify  Tilttmfk. 

Cdss  out,  to  (AmericanI,  to  mb- 
dae  or  sileDce  an  oppoDent 
by  ovembebDiog  severity  of 
tongue.  "  He  etu$ed  him  mit," 
i.e.,  used  such  violent  language 
(not  necessarily  profane)  sa  to 
verbally  annihilate  him. 


in),  generally 
used'in  sncb  phrases  aa  a  "  qneer, 
or  rum  ctitUtmer :"  a  curious 
feUow,  or  one  ditBcult  to  deal 
with ;  an  "  ugly  matomtr,"  a 
dangerous  person  or  animal. 
(American  thieves),  a  victim. 


Cut  dead,  to  (common),  to  break 
off  all  connection  with  an  ao- 
quaiutance  or  friend. 

BdI  he  could  rol  gel  ihiH  book*  witb- 
mil  Dr.  Wych 


<t  iha> 


jnhy  d. 


—Riadi:  HardCatk. 

Cut  didoes,  to,  syuouymons  with 
cut  capers  (Hotten). 

Cnt  dirt,  to  (American),  to  tdd 
away  very  rapidly. 

While  Sambo  foUov  aner  wid  bia 
—NtffTV  Song  e/itt^ 


Cut  a  shine,  to  (popular),  to  play 
pranks,  amose  oneself  boister- 
ojIbIj. 


Cnt  in,  to  (society),  take  a  share 

Most  of  the  ttudcnu  will  cnUm  tar  ti 
priff. — Sckstl  Mofiuitu, 

Cut  into,  to  (Winchester  College), 
to  bit  one  on  the  back  with  a 
"ground  ash"  or  stick  uaed  by 
prefects  in  the  exeroise  of  tbelr 


288 


Cut — CutHng. 


Cut  it  fat,  to  (popular),  to  show 
off,  exaggerate. 

They've  mustered  in  great  force,  and  no 
mistake.  I'm  blest  if  they  ain't  cut  it /at. 
— Ftamy  Folks. 

Cut  of  one's  jib  (common),  one's 
appearance. 

Cut  one's  lucky  (popular),  to  go 
away,  to  run  off;  to  make  a 
"lucky"  escape  (Lat,  fdiciter 
eveuit). 

Cut  one's  stick,  to  (common), 
to  depart;  literally,  procure  a 
stick  for  a  journey.  Or  a  cor- 
ruption of  up  stick/  f.e.,  tent- 
pegs,  often  done  in  a  great  hurry. 

Far  off  a  man  appeared ;  and  by  his  guise 
I  knew  him  for  a  keeper  1  .  .  . 
...  I  fled  ! — fast  as  I  could 
I  went  1— in  fact,  again,  and  it  was  wise, 
I  cut  my  stick, 

^Fun, 


i» 


Cuts  (tailors),  "small  cute"  are 
small  scissors,  button  -  hole 
scissors. 

Cut  saucy,  to  (tailors),  to  cut 
a  garment  in  the  height  of 
fashion. 

Cutsom  (pidgin),  custom ;  a  word 
extensively  applied  to  law,  habits, 
usage.  "Dat  blongy  olo  cut" 
foffi,"  is  continually  heard  from 
Chinese,  when  asked  the  reason 
for  anything. 

So  it  blongey  olo  cutsom — which  nera' 

wailo  way, 
AUo  baba'  (all  barbers)  hab  got  stickee  in 

China-side  to-day. 

— A  hong  and  tkt  Mosquito, 

Cutter  (old),  a  outpurse.  Hotten 
says  this  ancient  cant  word  now 


survives  in  the  phrase,  **to 
swear  like  a  euUer,**  CSUter,  ac- 
cording to  Yaux,  was  applied  to 
a  man  in  the  habit  of  drawing  a 
knife  in  a  quarrel. 

Cut  that  (popular),  be  quiet 

Cut  the  line  (printers),  see  Lnrxs 
ON.  When  a  companionship  of 
compositors  fall  short  of  work 
they  etU  the  line,  ie.,  all  the 
men  leave  work  till  sufficient  is 
provided  for  the  whole.  The 
reference  is  to  the  fact  that 
piece  hands  working  in  com- 
panionships are  paid  by  the 
number  of  lines  composed,  ac- 
cording to  size  and  width. 

Cut  the  line,  strin^f,  to  (thieves), 
to  out  a  story  short,  to  end  a 
story. 

Cutting^'  (Australian  and  Ameri- 
can), separating  cattle  from  a 
hesd  and  lassoing  them. 

I  had  been  furnished  with  a  trained 
cutting'  pony,  reported  to  be  one  of  the 
best  in  the  valley.  ...  It  was  only 
necessary,  after  having  shown  him  a  cow 
or  a  calf  getting  away  from  the  herd,  to 
give  him  his  head,  and  at  full  speed  ht 
started  for  it  immediately. — F.  Frrnnds: 
Saddle  and  Moccarin. 

Cutting  his  eyes  (thieves),  getting 

suspicioua 

Cutting  his  own  throat  (Stock 
Exchange)  is  said  of  a  man  who 
buys  or  sells  stocks,  and  inmie- 
diately  re-sells  or  re-puichases 
them  at  a  loss. 

Cutting  his  painter  (nautiical)  is 
said  of  a  man  who  makes  off 


tim   vr^t  \ 


mtk 


t^ 


Ai. 


Cutting — Cymbal. 
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suddenly  or  clandestinelj,  or 
dies.  French  sailors  use  the 
corresponding  expression  cUra' 
linguer  with  the  same  sense. 

Cutting  it  fine.     Vide  Fine. 

Cutting^  shop  (popular),  a  place 
where  cheap  inferior  goods  or 
material  are  retailed. 

Cutting  the  wind  (military),  sword 
drilL 

Cutting-trade  (trade),  one  con- 
ducted on  competitive  principles, 
where  the  profits  are  very  closely 
shaved  (Hotten). 

Cutting  up  (popular),  acting  in 
an  eccentric  or  daring  manner. 
To  cut  up  shindies  was  the  first 
form.  The  expression  has  ex- 
tended to  the  United  States. 

Cuttle-boung  (old  cant),  a  knife 
used  for  cutting  purses. 

Cutto  or  cutter  (gypsy),  a  piece, 
bit,  rag,  or  drop.  Cutters  o* 
brishnot  ** drops  of  rain;"  yeck 
cutter  0*  levinrOy  "one  drop  of 
ale."  CuUeringrUt  bits,  pieces. 
£ngrii  equivalent  to  a  thing  or 
one  thing,  like  the  *'  one  piece  " 
of  Pidgin,  is  often  quite  need- 
lessly post-fixed  to  a  noun  in 
Romany.  (Hindu,  hUra,  a  drop.) 
Hence  cuttert  a  (gold)  piece,  a 
sovereign. 

Cut,  to  (common),  to  run  away. 
Generally  to**  cut  and  run. "  Ab- 
breviated from  **cut  his  stick,"  or 
from  an  idea  of  severance,  sepa- 
ration, as  in  the  phrase  **  cutting 
one's  painter,"  going  away. 


Excuse  me,  you  fellows,  I  must  cut  off 
home. — Bird  o'  Frtedont, 

Simply  shook  him  .  .  .  bode  him  to  cut 
it  quidc—TVcvM  Talk. 

(Trade),  to  compete  in  busi- 
ness (Hotten). 
(Old  cant),  to  speak. 

Cutty  (common),  a  short-stemmed 
clay  pipe. 

"Wot's  the  matter?"  cried  the  sand- 
man, who  had  lighted  a  cutty^  and  was 
quietly  smoking  it. — Aiusworth  :  AurwL 

Cutty-eyed   (thieves),    one   who 
looks  suspicious. 


Cutty-sark    (Scotch),    a 
chemise. 


short 


Cut  up  (common),  vexed ;  to  cut 
upt  to  come  up;  generally  to 
turn  out,  well  or  otherwise; 
to  become  ;  to  eui  up  well,  vide 
Cut  up  pat.  (Thieves),  to 
cut  up,  to  divide  the  plunder. 

Cut  up  fat,  to  (common),  to  leave 
at  one's  death  a  good  estate. 

Cut  up  rough,  to  (common),  to 
give  h'igns  of  great  displeasure,  to 
become  violent,  evilly  disposed. 

Well  1  .  .  .  I'm  not  so  sorry,  after  all, 
that  they  cut  up  rcugk,  and  ploughed  me. 
— C.  Bede:  Verdant  Green, 

Cut  Up  rusty,  to  (popular),  to  be- 
come unpleasant,  angry,  rough. 

Cut  up  shines,  shindies,  to  (popu- 
lar), to  play  tricks,  pranks 
(Hotten). 

Cut  your  own  gfrass,  to  (prison), 
gain  your  own  living. 

Cymbal  (thieves),  a  watch. 

T 
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D — Dab. 


(tramps  and  beggars), 
a  detective. 

Still  I  play  shoeblack 
odd  times.  I  have  a  few 
friends  among  the  D't  (detectives),  who 
give  me  the  job  to  watch  a  house  occasion- 
ally. Then  I  take  up  the  box  and  brushes 
mod  place  mjrself  in  a  suitable  position. 
It  pays  well  while  it  lasts.  Nor  is  it  the 
only  way  in  which  my  friends  the  Us  find 
me  useful.  I  have  free  entry  into  all  sorts 
of  haunts,  and  can  go  and  come  as  I  like 
without  arousing  suspicion. — Thor  Fr§- 
dmr:  Skttchts/rom  Shady  Placet. 

D's,  the  two  (army),  short  pay. 
The  residue  left  a  soldier,  part 
of  whose  pay  is  stopped  by 
sentence  of  court-martial  for 
**  spouting  "  or  pawning  his  kit. 
However  large  the  amount  to  be 
recovered,  he  must  be  allowed 
to  retain  twopence,  2d.,  as  daily 
pay. 

D.  H.  F.  (cycling  slang),  really 
letters  signifying  a  peculiar 
form  of  fork  used  for  bicycles, 
and  known  as  the  "  Double  Hol- 
low Fork.'*  Applied  to  a  man 
means  a  stupid  ass. 

Dab.  In  the  slang  of  **  water 
rats,"  t.c,  river  thieves  who 
plunder  the  bodies  of  drowned 
persons,  the  body  of  a  poor 
ragged  woman  is  called  a  dab  ; 
&om  dad,  vulgarly  used  in  con- 
tempt for  a  woman,  as  a  dirty 
dabf  a  slut,  dabs  being  rags. 

(Theatrical),  a  bed. 

(Common),  to  be  a  dab  at  any- 
thing is  to  be  more  than  usually 
expert  at  it. 


Sir  Peter  Lawrie,  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Billingsgate  for  the  purpose  of  making 
what  he  calls  a  piscatory  tour,  was  much 
astontthed  at  the  vigorous  performance  of 
various  of  the  real  "  live  fish,"  some  of 
which,  as  he  sagely  remarked,  appeared 
to  be  perfect  Jab*  at  jumping. — PmacJk, 

Generally  supposed  to  be  de- 
rived from  "  adept,"  but  to  dab 
means  to  strike  gently,  and 
a  dab  is  therefore  one  skilful 
in  dabbing,  one  with  a  light 
touch,  a  skilful  hand,  a  '*  good 
hand  "  at,  hence  expert  in. 

In  old  cant  the  term  "rum 
dabe"  was  applied  to  one  ex- 
pert at  roguery.  Literally,  a 
"good  hand;"  possibly  from. 
German  tappe,  fist,  paw,  and 
this  may  be  the  origin  of  the 
modem  €Utb,  The  French  slang 
has  dabf  meaning  master,  chief, 
father. 

(Costermongers*  back  slang), 
bad. 

I've  been  doing  awful  dai  with  my 
tol  Oot)  or  stock,  haven't  made  a  yennep 
(penny.)— Di/rvse :  London  Lift. 

Dab  it  Up,  to  (thieves),  to  cohabit 
with  a  woman.  From  dab,  a 
contemptuous  term  for  a  woman. 
Also  to  agree. 

Dab  out,  to  (popular),  to  wash. 

His  wife  at  this  moment  advantaging 
herself  of  Sabbath  leisure  to  dab  out 
her  solitary  cotton  gown.—/.  Gnema/ttd: 
Undtrcurrents  0/ London  L\fo. 

Dabster.     Vide  Dab. 

Dab  wash.  Among  the  lower 
classes  a  doh  wUK  is  a  small 
intermediate  wash  between  the 
large  ones. 


rtaLL- 


Dace — Dago. 


291 


That  great  room  itself  was  sure  to  have 
clothes  hanging  to  dry  at  the  fire,  what- 
erer  day  of  the  week  it  was ;  some  one  of 
the  large  irregular  fiamily  having  had  what 
was  called  in  the  district  a  dab  wash  of  a 
few  articles  forgotten  on  the  regular  day.— 
Mrs.  Gttskill:  Sylvia's  Lovers. 

Dace(American),  two  cents.  From 
deuce. 

Dacha-saltee  (thieves  and  coster- 
mongers),  tenpence.  From  the 
Italian  dieci  soldi, 

What  with  my  crippledom  and  thy  piety, 
a  wheeling  of  thy  poor  old  dad,  well  bleed 
the  bumpkins  of  a  dacha-saltet. — RuuU : 
The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth, 

Dacoit  (Anglo-Indian),  a  robber 
belonging  to  an  armed  gang 
which,  according  to  law,  must 
consist  of  at  least  five  persons. 

Dad,  daddy  (popular),  father.  In 
Welsh  tad ;  Irish  daid,  ancient. 

He  gets  more  like  his  dad  every  day. 

— Street  Song. 

D^d,  d^us,  dido  (gyp^)>  ^ 
Hindu  origin,  father ;  dadUkro, 
fatherly,  pertaining  to  a  father ; 
"ap  miro  dad^kro  wast  I'*  by 
my  father's  hand ! 

Daddle  (popular),  hand. 

Werry  unexpected  pleasure!  Tip  us 
your  daddle. — C.  Kingsley :  Alton  Locke, 

(Boxing  slang),  the  fist. 

With  daddies  high   upraised,  and  nobs 

held  back, 
In   awful   prescience   of   th'   impending 

thwack, 
Both  kiddies  stood,  and  with  prdusive 

spar 
And  light  manoeuvring  kindled  up  the 

"BelTs  Life  in  London. 


Daddy  (theatrical),  the  comio  old 
man  of  a  company.  According 
to  Hotten,  a  stage  manager. 
At  sham  raffles  the  daddy  is  a 
confederate  who  is,  by  previous 
arrangement,  to  win  the  prize. 
At  casual  wards  the  daddy  is 
the  old  pauper  in  charge. 

Dafify  (popular),  gin.  Hotten 
says : — "A  term  used  by  monthly 
nurses,  who  are  always  extolling 
the  virtues  of  Daff^s  elixir,  and 
who  occasionally  comfort  them- 
selves with  a  stronger  medicine 
Tmder  Dqffy'a  nama  Of  late 
years  the  term  has  been  altered 
to  •  soothing  syrup.* " 

Daftie  (tailors),  one  who  says  (or 
does)  anything  absurd. 

Dagger-cheap  (old),  dirt  cheiqx 
* '  The  Dagger  was  a  low  ordinazy 
in  Holbom,  referred  to  by  Ben 
Jonson  and  others;  the  faxe 
was  probably  cheap  and  nasty  " 
(T.  L.  O.  Davies,  Supplementary 
English  Glossary). 

We  set  our  wares  at  a  very  easy  price ; 
he  (the  devil)  may  buy  us  even  daggwr^ 
chea/f  as  we  say. — Andrews:  Sermons, 

Dago  (American),  an  Italian,  de- 
rived by  one  authority  from  the 
Spanish  hidalgo.  As  the  word 
has  been  for  a  long  time  in  use 
among  sailors,  who  apply  it  to 
Spaniards,  Portuguese,  and  Ita- 
lians, but  principally  to  the 
former,  there  \a  little  doubt  bat 
that  it  comes  from  DUgo^  which 
is  almost  equivalent  to  Jack  in 
the  Spanish  ports. 
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Dags — Dakma. 


Dags  (popular),  a  work,  a  job,  a 
performance.  "  I'll  do  your  dag$ 
for  you,"  i.e.,  I'll  do  your  work 
for  you.  The  word  is  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  old  English  and  Low- 
land Scotch,  and  local  in  many 
English  counties ;  darg,  a  day's 
work,  as  in  the  rhyme — 

"  I'll  do  my  darr 
Before  I  arg," 

which  is  to  say,  "I'll  do  my 
work  before  I  argue  about  it" 
The  "  Farmer's  Encyclopsedia," 
quoted  in  Worcester's  Diction- 
ary, defines  "darg  "  or  "dargue  " 
as  "  the  quantity  of  peat  which 
one  man  can  cut  and  two  men 
wheel  in  a  day," 

Dai,  dye  (gypsy),  a  mother.  Dya/ 
oh  mother!  Dyeskri  dye,  ma- 
ternal grandmother.  Bdbdidye, 
paternal  grandmother. 

Daily  Levy,  the,  a  nickname  of 
the  DaUy  Tdegraph^  in  allusion 
to  its  proprietor,  Mr.  Levy 
Lawson. 


We  repeat,  Billy  allowed  the  opermtioa 
to  be  carried  out  without  even  a  rerbal 
protest,  very  unlike  him,  and  the  robwrs 
took  away  the  gold  box  and  complimented 
him  on  being  a  daisy.  Border  Chester- 
fields have  not  a  word  of  heartier  comr 
mendation  in  their  energetic  but  limited 
vocabulary.—^.  L.  WiiHams :  In  tJkt 
mid  lyest. 

Daisy-catter  (common),  a  horse 
that  does  not  lift  its  feet  much 
off  the  ground  when  trotting  or 
galloping,  or  simply  a  trotting 
horse. 

The  trot  b  the  true  pace  for  a  hackney ; 
and  were  we  near  a  town,  I  should  like  to 
try  that  dauy<utter  of  yours  upon  a  piece 
of  level  road  (barring  canter)  for  a  quart 
of  claret  at  the  next  inn.— ^(ir  fK  Scttt : 
RcbRoy, 

(Cricket),  a  ball  bowled  all 
along  the  ground,  instead  of 
with  a  proper  pitch.  Though 
perfectly  fair,  they  are  con- 
sidered bad  form.  Termed  also 
a  "  sneak." 

Daisy-kicker  (ostlers),  the  name 
ostlers  at  inns  sometimes  give 
each  other. 


Dairies  (popular),  a  vulgar  word 
for  a  woman's  breasts.  The  allu- 
sion is  obvious. 

Daisies  (popular  and  thieyes), 
boots.  Abbreviated  from  "daisy- 
roots,"  which  see. 

And  there  they  set  as  dumb  as  mice, 
and  me  and  Ginger  a  laying  under  the 
seats.  Oh  !  it  was  a  treat — with  the  'eels 
of  the  copper's  daisies  just  in  front  of  my 
conk.  But  there  was  nothin'  for  it  but  to 
lay  quiet. — Sporting  Times, 

Daisy  (popular),  jolly  fellow. 


Daisjroots  (rhyming  slang),  boots. 

The  Windsor  warrior  was  anxiously 
regarding  his  newly  varnished  patent 
leathers  while  yearning  to  cross  from  the 
Guards'  Club  to  the  Marlborough  in 
muddy  Pall  MalL 

*"£re  you  are,  sir;  jump  in*"  roared 
cabby.  "Sooner  take  you  across  for 
nothmg  than  see  you  ^ile  them  lovely 
daisyroots** — Sporting  Timis, 

Daisyrille  (thieves),  the  country. 
Dakma,  to  (thieves),  to  silence. 

I  had  to  dakma  the  bloke  to  day  the 
swag.    Patsey  crowed  for  me,  and  that 
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was  all  the  good  it  done  me. — On  tht 
THtil. 

Dam  (ap-country  Australian),  a 
pond  for  watering  cattle.  This 
is  generally  made  by  throwing 
up  a  bank  across  a  hollow  or 
little  gully.  When  the  floods 
come  the  escape  of  the  flood- 
water  is  prevented. 

The  rain  had  been  pouring  down  for 
weeks,  as  if  to  make  up  for  the  summer's 
drought.  It  had  filled  the  damt  axxl 
flooded  the  creeks,  and  the  diggers  were 
having  a  drunken  bout. — KeighUy  Good- 
child:  Waif. 

Damber  (old  cant),  flrst  damher- 
cove,  a  head-man. 

Dame  (Eton).  At  Eton  the  word 
Dame  has  no  reference  to  the 
weaker  sex.  Any  person,  other 
than  a  classical  master,  who 
keeps  a  boys*  boarding-house  in 
College  is  a  Dame.  Thus  all 
mathematical  masters'  houses 
are  Damis*  houses. 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  I  did  not 
attend  the  show.  But  I  happened  to  see 
the  World  conducted  back  to  his  Dames^ 
and  the  spectacle  was  gruesome.  The 
punishment  inflicted  had  been  very  con- 
siderable,  and  I  do  not  think  the  World 
ap(>eared  in  public  for  quite  a  fortnight.— 
Skttchy  Memories  of  Eton, 

Dammitioii  Comer  (Eton),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

Meanwhile,  "regardless  of  our  doom, 
we  little  victims  played,"  or  rather  watched 
the  play;  we  little  knew  what  cruel  (ate 
awuted  us,  or  that  the  present  head-mas- 
ter of  Eton  and  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Cornish 
lay  in  ambush  for  our  outcoming  behind 
that  very  sharp  turn  in  the  High  Street, 
which,  on  account  of  its  acute  angle, 
and  the  oonsequent  danger  of  being  nailed 


in  shirking  in  old  days,  was  somewhat 
flippantly  termed  Damnation  Comer, — 
Sketchy  Memories  of  Eton, 

Damned  soul  (old  slang).  A  clerk 
in  the  Customs  House,  whose 
duty  was  to  swear  or  clear  mer- 
chandise, used  to  guard  ag^ainst 
perjury  by  taking  a  previous 
oath  never  to  swear  truly;  he 
was  called  a  damned  sotd. 

Damper  (school),  a  suet  pudding 
in  use  at  schools,  introduced 
before  meat  to  take  off  the 
edge  of  the  appetite.  (Thieves), 
a  shop  till.  To  "  draw  a  dam^ 
per"  to  rob  a  tUL 

(Tailors),  a  "sweater,"  ie., 
one  who  gets  as  much  work  for 
as  little  pay  as  possible  out  of 
workmen. 

Damp-pot  (tailors),  the  sea. 

Dance,  to  (printers).  If  letters 
drop  out  when  the  forme  is 
lifted,  the  forme  is  said  to  donee 
(Academy  of  Armoury,  B.  Holme, 
1688). 

(Old),  "  to  dance  the  Padding- 
ton  frisk,''  to  be  hanged ;  also 
termed  "  to  dance  upon  nothing." 
French  "danser  une  danse  oil 
V  n*y  a  pas  d*  plancher." 

Just  as  the  felon  condemned  to  die, 
With  a  very  natural  loathing, 
Leaving  the  sheriff  to  dream  of  ropes. 
From  his  gloomy  cell  in  a  vision  elopes 
To  a  caper  on  sunny  greens  and  slopes, 
Instead  of  the  dance  u/on  nothing, 

— Hood:  Miss  Kilmansegg. 

Dancer  or  dandng^-master 
(thieves),  a  thief  who  gets  on 
the  roof  of  houses  and  effects 
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an  entrance  by  a  window.  He 
has  of  coarse  to  pick  his  way 
carefully,  and  to  be  as  neat  in 
his  steps  as  a  dancing-matter. 

Dancers  (thieves),  a  flight  of  steps 
or  stairs. 

Come,  my  Hebe,  brack  the  tUutcers^ 
that  is,  go  up  the  tXaxn.-^Lyttam :  JVkat 
will  he  do  with  it. 

Dander  (low),  to  get  up  one's 
dander^  or  to  have  one's  dander 
raised,  to  get  suddenly  into  a 
passion;  to  burst  or  flare  up. 
From  the  Dutch. 

The  fire  and  fury  that  Uaied  in  her  eyes 
gave  ocular  evidence  of  her  dtutder  being 
op. — From  Uu  N-  O.  Pitayutu,  ciUd  by 
BartUtt. 

My  dander  got  considerable  rix  at  this, 
so  I  knocked  the  chap  down  as  called  me 
a  confederate. — Scraps. 

There  is  not  the  slightest 
proof  that  this  is  derived  from 
raising  the  scurf  or  dander  at 
the  roots  of  the  hair,  as  Bart- 
lett  thinks,  though  Americans, 
misled  by  the  resemblance  of 
sound,  talk  about "  dander  being 
riz."  In  Dutch  donder  is  thun- 
der, and  op  donderen,  i.e.,  to  get 
the  donder  up,  is  to  burst  out 
into  a  sudden  rage,  or,  as  Sewel 
explains,  "like  an  infernal 
spirit;"  to  flare  up;  to  blaze 
out  in  wrath. 

Dandy  (coiners),  a  counterfeit 
gold  sovereign  or  half  sovereign. 
The  spurious  coin  is  well  made, 
and  its  composition  includes 
some  pure  gold. 

And  it  b  not  in  paltry  pewter  *'  sours," 
with  which  the  young  woman  has  dealings. 


but  in  dam/ies;  whidi,  rendered  into  in* 
telligible  English,  means  imitation  gold 
coin.—/*  Grumwood:  Ti^,  i?^,  A*  C0. 

(American).  This  word,  origi- 
nally English,  and  manifestly 
taken  from  the  ordinary  word 
dandy y  a  fop,  as  a  type  of  any- 
thing neat  or  fanciful,  has  been 
greatly  extended  in  America. 

The  roan  who  marries  a  woman  amply 
because  she  is  a  dmndy  arrangement  to 
have  about  the  house  does  so  from  a  poxe 
business  standpoint,  and,  in  the  end,  if 
not  compelled  to  support  him,  she  has 
done  better  than  many  women  I  know  of. 
—Nasby. 

(Anglo-Indian),  a  boatman; 
also  a  kind  of  hammock-litter, 
in  which  travellers  are  carried. 

In  the  lower  hills,  when  she  did  not 
walk,  she  travelled  in  a  dandy. — Kimlock : 
Large-game  Shactimg  in  Thibet, 

(Irish),  a  small  glass  of  whisky. 

Dandy-master  (coiners),  a  coiner 
who  employs  others  to  pass 
counterfeit  coin. 

The  spirits  obtained  being  mostly  bottled 
and  labelled,  and  unopened,  find  a  ready 
sale  at  public-houses  known  to  the  damdy 
mteuter^  so  that  no  serious  loss  is  expe- 
rienced in  that  direction.—/.  Grtenweed: 
Tag,  Rag,  *•  Co. 

Dandy -rig:  (West  American), 
fashionable  attire. 

In  the  barber's  shop  that  I  entered  the 
three  chairs  were  all  occupied.  A  slender, 
graceful,  *'  interesting  young  man,"  of  an 
Italian  type  of  face,  dressed  in  a  blue 
shell-jacket  bound  with  yellow,  a  good 
deal  of  loud  jewellery,  and  a  danJfy-rig 
generally,  operated  on  one  customer.— 
F.  Fra$uU :  SadtUe  amd  MocceutM. 

Dang:  ^1  (common),  an  evasive 
oorse,  bat  unlike  its  prototype, 
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Damn   it!    it    is   never   used 
angrily. 

Danglers  (thieves),  a  bunch  of 
seals. 

And  where  the  swag,  so  bleakly  pinched, 
A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 
The  thimbles,  slang,  and  doMgUrs  filched 
A  hundred  stretches  hence  ? 

^On  the  Trail 

Darbies  (prison),  handcuffs,  irons. 

"  Stay,"  cried  he,  *'  if  he  is  an  old  hand 
he  wiU  twig  the  officer."  "  Oh,  I'm  dark, 
sir,"  was  the  answer ;  "  he  won't  know  me 
till  I  put  the  darbies  on  him." — Reade: 
Never  too  Late  to  Mend 

It  is  said  that  handcuffs,  used 
to  bind  two  prisoners  together, 
were  called  a  Darby  and  Joan. 

Darble  (old  cant),  the  devil. 
From  the  French. 

Darby  (old  cant),  ready  money. 

Dark  (common),  secret. 

It  was  evident  to  the  Devonshire  gentle- 
man that  the  three  traitors  had  agreed 
between  them  to  keep  quite  dark  a  certain 
little  episode  of  the  afternoon  ei^oyment.— 
/.  Greenwood:  Dick  Temple. 

(Prison),  " getting  the  dark" 
being  confined  in  an  absolutely 
dark  celL  Probably  abolished 
now.  There  was  one  at  Glerken- 
well  Prison,  but  it  was  not  used 
for  at  least  the  last  ten  years  of 
that  prison's  existence. 

Dark  cully  (old  slang),  a  married 
man  who  keeps  a  mistress,  but 
for  fear  of  detection  only  visits 
her  secretly. 

Dark  horse  (turf),  a  horse  who 
has  never  ran,  or  who  having 


run  is  supposed  not  to  have 
exhibited  his  real  powers  in 
public.  The  sporting  journals 
are  kindly  constant  in  their  en- 
deavours to  throw  light  on  this 
particular  form  of  darkness. 

The  present  year  is  likely  to  be  memor< 
able  in  racing  records  as  the  year  of  sur- 
prises. The  first  favourites  have  £ared 
badly.  The  Derby  was  won  by  a  dark 
horse;  T^n^reusc,  who  carried  off  the 
Grand  Prix  last  Saturday,  was  hardly  in 
the  htXixng.Stasuiard. 

(American),  a  candidate  who 
keeps  his  intentions  in  the  back- 
ground till  he  finds  his  oppor- 
tunity. 

Dark  house  (old),  a  lunatic  asy- 
lum. 

Dark  it,  to  (tailors),  to  keep 
secret. 

Darkmans  (old  cant),  night 

Bene  lightmans  to  thy  quarromes;  in 
what  lipken  hast  thou  lypped  in  this 
darkemans,  whether  in  a  lybbege  or  in 
the  itrummel  ? — T.  Harmon:  Caxfeat. 

/.«.,  "  Good>day  to  thee ;  in  what  house 
didst  thou  sleep  last  night,  in  a  bed  or  on 
the  straw?" 

Darkman's  budge  (old  cant),  a 
man  who  slips  in  unobserved 
into  a  house  in  the  daytime  to 
give  ready  entrance  ta  his  con- 
federates. 

Darks  (nautical),  nights  on  which 
the  moon  does  not  shine — ^much 
looked  to  by  smugglers  (Ad- 
miral Smyth). 

Dark  'un  (racing),  equivalent  to 
"  dark  horse,"  which  see. 
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Daiicy  (American),  negro. 

In  these  days  of  schools  and  sdiool- 
masters  for  the  coloured  people  the  nam> 
ber  of  those  "  who  cannot  tell  their  right 
hand  from  their  left  will  presumably 
n^udly  diminish;  but  before  the  dariky 
of  anti-bellum  times  quite  disappearsamong 
the  shades  of  things  that  are  past  .  .  . — 
Harptf^s  Mageuine, 

Also  twilight 

Darned,  dam  it  (common),  a  cor- 
mption  of  and  euphemism  for 
damn.    Of  American  origin. 

"  Two  dimes,"  coolly  replied  Jonathan. 
"Two  devils,"  snarled  the  customer; 
"why,  I  can  get  just  as  good  dder  here 
for  five  cents  a  glass."  "  No,  you  can't," 
drawled  the  Yankee.  "  There  ain't  a  pint 
of  dder,  'cept  what  I've  got  in  that  'ere 
barrel,  this  side  of  Orleans.  I'm  darned 
if  there  is." — Dipmt:  Book  of  Anec- 
dotes, 

Dash  (turf),  to  have  a  doth  on  a 
race  is  to  exceed  largely  the 
speculator's  ordinary  limit  of 
investment. 

(Popular),  to  "cut  a  dwA," 
to  make  a  great  parade,  dress 
showily. 

(African  Coast  patois)  a  pre- 
sent or  gratuity.  Guinea  negro, 
dcus. 

Dasher  (common),  an  extravagant 
or  *'fast''  person. 

She  was  astonished  to  find  in  high  life  a 
degree  of  vulgarity  of  which  her  country 
companions  would  have  been  ashamed.  .  . 
These  yotmg  ladies  were  dashers. — Miss 
Edgewortk:  Ahneria. 

(Turf),  one  noted  for  his  smart- 
ness. 

With  much  regret  I  heard,  during  my 
visit  to  Newmarket*  that  Mr.  ^— >'•  ooo- 


dition  still  oontinoes  to  cause  his  fiunily 
and  friends  the  gravest  anxiety.  Would  I 
could  write  better  news  cooceming  the 
dasher^  who  is  one  of  the  best  of  good 
fellows.— ^A^r^vV  Times, 

Dash  my  wifif,  dash  my  buttons, 
senseless  evasion  of  the  honester 
word  damn,  used  at  a  time 
when  profane  oaths  were  more 
fashionable  than  they  have  since 
become. 

Dashy,  dera-dasiy  dasis  (Anglo- 
Indian),  girls  devoted  to  dancing 
and  prostitution  in  the  idol 
temples,  especially  of  Southern 
India. 

*'  In  Hindu  deva-ddsi  means  slave^l 
of  the  gods.  The  like  existed  at  andent 
Corinth  under  the  name  of  ierodouloi, 
which  is  nearly  a  translation  of  the  Hindu 
term.  These  appendages  of  the  worship 
of  Aphrodite  were  the  same  thing  as  the 
Phoenician  Kedeskotk^  repeatedly  men- 
tioned in  the  Old  Testament.  {E.g.  Deat 
xxiii.  x8.)  Such  girls  are  mentioned  in  the 
famous  inscription  in  Citium  in  Cyprus . . . 
under  the  name  of  alma^  curiously  near 
that  of  the  modem  Egyptian  eUima*' 
(also  alma  or  tUmeh\  Dasis  are  the  danc- 
ing girls  attached  to  the  pagodas. — Nilson : 
Madura, 

Daub  (low),  a  vulgar  name  for  a 
painter;  properly  a  coarsely 
painted  picture,  what  the  French 
call  erolUtf. 

Davy  (popular),  a  oonuption  of 
affidavit. 

Ay,  ay,  my  young  coon,  said  she,  or  a 
nhrer  spoon  ddier.  I'll  tsice  my  dtay  it's 
only  pewter.— Ams  Siick, 

0avy  Jones  (nautical),  a  mythi- 
cal character  supposed  to  typify 
the   depths   of  ocean.     i^sfSf 
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Jonu*  locker^  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean. 

It  has  been  ingeniously  con- 
jectured that  the  sea,  which  is 
so  often  the  sailors'  cemetery, 
was  called  Jonah's  locker,  that 
the  prophet's  name  was  corrup- 
ted into  Joneit  and  Davy  pre- 
fixed as  being  a  common  name 
in  Wales  {Notei  and  Q^erie»). 
For  other  derivation,  vide  Dr. 
Charles  Mackay's  "  Gaelic  Ety- 
mology of  the  English  Lan- 
guage." 

Sailors  sometimes  call  the 
devil  "  Old  Davy."  This  ap- 
pears to  be  a  diminutive  of 
deviL 

Even  in  the  appellations  giren  him  (the 
devil)  by  familiar  or  vulgar  irreverence, 
the  same  pregnant  initial  prevails,  he  is  the 
Deuce,  and  Old  Davy^  and  Davy  JoHt*, — 
SMtUuy:  ThgDocUn. 

Davy  putting:  on  the  coppers  for 
the  parsons  (nautical),  the  brew- 
ing of  a  storm. 

Davy's   sow,    or   David's  sow 

(popular).  '  *  As  drunk  as  Davy's 
sow"  completely  drunk. 

Orose  says  : — "  David  Lloyd, 
a  Welshman,  had  a  sow  with 
six  legs;  on  one  occasion  he 
brought  some  friends  and  asked 
them  whether  they  had  ever 
seen  a  sow  like  that,  not  know- 
ing that  in  his  absence  his 
drunken  wife  had  turned  out 
the  animitl,  and  gone  to  lie 
down  in  the  sty.  One  of  thf 
party  observed  that  it  was  the 
drunkai  sow  he  had  ever  be- 
held."    • 


The  term  may  have  originated 
(a  mere  conjecture)  in  an  allu- 
sion to  Nell  Oywn,  one  of  the 
mistresses  of  Charles  II.  (nick- 
named David — his  father  was 
called  Nebuchadnezzar  by  the 
Roundheads),  who  was  credited 
with  every  vice  by  the  Earl 
of  Rochester,  and  of  whom  he 
wrote: 

.  .  .  Madam  Nelly, 
Whose  first  employment  was,  with  open 

throat, 
To  cry  fresh  herrings,  even  ten  a  groat. 

— A  Satire. 

Other  synonymous  expressions 
are,  "drunk  as  a  dnun,  as  a 
wheelbarrow,  sow-drunk,  drunk 
as  a  fish,  as  a  lord,  as  a  piper, 
as  a  fiddler,  as  a  rat." 

DavTk  (Anglo-Indian),  transport, 
by  means  of  relays  of  men  and 
horses;  the  mail.  To  lay  a 
dawk  is  to  organise  a  postal  or 
transport  service. 

During  the  mutiny  of  x  857-58,  when 
several  jroung  surgeons  had  arrived  in 
India,  whose  services  were  urgently  wanted 
at  the  front,  it  is  said  that  the  Head  of  the 
Department  to  which  they  had  reported 
themselves,  directed  them  to  immediately 
"  lay  a  dawk."  To  which  one,  aghast,  re- 
plied, "  Would  you  kindly  explain,  sir — for 
3rou  might  just  as  well  tell  me  to  lay  an 
egg.** — Anglo-Indian  Glossa$y. 

Dawk-bungalow  (Anglo- Indian), 
a  resting-place  or  house  for 
travellers. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  value 
of  life  to  a  ddk  bungalow  fowl  must  be 
very  trifling.—/*  my  Indian  Garden. 

Daylights  (common),  the  space 
left  in  the  glass,  and  between 
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the  liqnor  and  the  rim ;  not  per- 
mitted in  Tdtra-council  gather- 
ings when  a  toast  is  to  be  drunk. 
The  way  on  sach  occasions 
of  the  propoeer  of  the  toast  was 
**  no  daylighu  and  no  heel-taps, 
but  a  full  bumper." 

(Popular),  the  eyes ;  to  **  dar- 
ken one's  daylighu,**  to  give  a 
black  eye. 

Good  woman  I  I  do  not  use  to  be  so 
treated.  If  the  lady  says  such  another 
word  to  me,  damn  me,  I  will  darken  her 
dmylights. — FitUUng:  AmeltM. 

Dead  (turf),  certainty. 

"  Dealers  in  the  dead"  did  well  then ; 
bet  after  bet  was  booked  about  horses 
which  had  no  more  chance  of  winning 
than  "if  they  were  boiled."— AuZ^^'x 
Monthly  Mageuitu. 

Dead-alive  (popular),  a  stupid, 
dull,  slow  fellow. 

Dead-amiss  (racing)  is  said  of  a 
horse  that  is  incapacitated  from 
winning  a  race  through  illness. 

Dead  as  a  tent-peg:  (popular), 
from  the  pegs  being  buried  in 
the  ground. 

First  Clubman.—"  Hullo.  Bob ;  heard 
the  news  about  Macstinger,  of  the  '  Mos- 
quito '  ?  "  Second  Clubman.  —  "  No ; 
what's  up?"  First  C— "Great  Scott! 
it's  a  case  of  down,  not  up,  dear  boy. 
He's  dtad  as  a  teni-ptg.  Poisoned  him- 
self last  night."— /•««, 

Varied  to  *'  dead  as  a  door- 
nail," or  **dead  as  a  herring," 
"  dead  as  small  beer." 

Dead  beat  (American),  an  im- 
postor; a  man  who  does  not 


intend  to  pay  his  share;  an 
unprofitable  sponger. 

(Common),  to  be  deaci  6e(U,  to 
be  utterly  exhausted. 

Dead  broke  (common),  ntteriy 
ruined,  penniless.  (American), 
to  dead  break,  to  ruin  at  a  gam- 
bling game. 

This  other,  a  man  who  had  never  touched 
a  card,  but  learnt  the  game  over-night  and 
sat  out  a  seven-hours'  play  with  the  chief 
gamblers,  under  the  fire  of  their  associates, 
deadSfvkt  them,  so  that  they  quitted  the 
camp  laughed  at  by  their  own  pals. — If, 
L.  Willimms  :  Buffaio  BUL 

Dead  cargo  (thieves),  plunder 
that  will  not  recompense  for  the 
risk  entailed. 

Deader  (army),  a  military  funeral. 

Dead  finish,  the  (up-country 
Australian),  excellent  beyond 
measure;  in  Cockney  slang  an 
"out-and-outer."  Death  is  a 
natural  metaphor  for  complete- 
ness, for  exhaustion  or  exhaus- 
tiveness;  dead  is  a  common 
prefix,  expressing  the  same  idea 
in  '*dead  on,"  "dead-nuts." 
"  dead  certain,"  "  dead  beat," 
"dead  heat." 

"  He's  tk*  dgadfinuh-^o  right  through 
a  man,"  rejoins  Sam  rather.  "  Blessed  if 
he  didn't  near  skiver  my  boss." — A.  C, 
Grmni :  Bush  Lift  in  QnstmUuUL 

Dead-head  (American),  one  who 
stands  about  a  bar  ta  drink  at 
the  expense  of  others. 

Sitting  on  a  bench  outside  the  principal 
hotel  are  three  or  four  hopelessly  aban- 
doned loafers,  wearing  plunly  the  stamp 
of  dtadrkimd  on  their  shamdcas  festnres. 


Dead. 
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waiting  to  be  asked  to  drink,  or  listening 
eagerly  for  the  not  infrequent  "  shout  for 
all  hands."— ^.  C.  Grant. 

Dead  heat  (common),  exactly 
even.  Two  men  who  are  equal 
in  anything  are  said  to  be  a 
dead  heat;  from  a  racing  ex- 
pression. 

Ay,  so  ends  the  ttissle.  I  knew  the 
tan-muzzle  wu  first,  though  the  ring-men 
were  yelling  "  dtad  heat,"  A  nose  I  could 
swear  by,  but  Clarke  said  "  the  mare,  by 
a  short  head." — A,  L,  dnxUm :  Haw  wt 
Btai  the  Favourite, 

Dead-horse  (popular),  to  "draw 
the  diod'horu"  is  doing  work 
paid  for  in  advance.  The  term 
explains  itself.  Used  also  by 
sailors.  Admiral  Smyth  says 
that  "  when  they  commence 
earning  money  again  there  is  in 
some  merchant  ships  a  ceremony 
performed  of  dragging  round 
the  deck  an  effigy  of  their  fruit- 
less labour  in  the  shape  of  a 
horse,  running  him  up  to  the 
yard-arm,  and  cutting  him  adrift 
to  fall  into  the  sea,  amidst  loud 
cheers."  French  printers  call 
this  mangtr  du  taUf  to  eat  salt 
pork»  that  is,  something  that 
ntes  thirst;  from  the  fact 
that  workmen  in  this  case,  feel- 
ing disinclined  for  work,  pay 
freqnent  visits  to  the  wine-shop. 

Dead  horses  (West  Indian), 
shooting  stars.  The  supersti- 
tion of  the  negro  mind  imagines 
that  shooting  stars  are  the 
spirits  of  horses  that  have  been 
killed  by  falling  oyer  ravines 
and  precipices. 


Dead  lurk  (thieves),  breaking 
into  a  house  when  the  inmates 
are  at  church. 

Deadly  lively,  to  be  (common),  to 
be  factitiously  or  unnaturally 
jolly. 

Deadly  aeverg^reen,  the  (thieves), 
the  gallows ;  said  also  to  bear 
fruit  all  the  year  round. 

Dead  man  (provincial),  ground 
rising  higher  on  one  side  of 
a  wall  than  on  the  other. 
"There  is  so  much  dead  man 
that  the  house  is  always  damp.*' 
(Popular),  a  scarecrow;  a 
man  made  of  rags.  Possibly  a 
corruption  of  **  dudman,'*  from 
cant  term  duds^  for  clothes,  rags. 
Also  an  extra  loaf  smuggled 
into  the  basket  by  a  baker's 
man,  and  disposed  of  by  hitn. 

Deadman's  lurk  (thieves),  a  crafty 
scheme  laid  by  swindlers  to  ex- 
tort money  from  the  relatives  of 
a  deceased  person. 

Dead  marine,  dead  man  (popular), 
an  empty  bottle,  implying  that 
its  contents  have  been  alcoholic 
The  expression  doubtless  arises 
from  the  jealousy,  dashed  with 
a  slight  flavour  of  contempt, 
with  which  marines  are  re- 
garded by  sailors  on  board 
ship.  The  phrase  survives  in 
a  famous  old  drinking-song,  set 
to  very  spirited  music  by  Jack- 
son of  Bxeter — an  admirable 
specimen  of  the  ancient  popular 
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melodies  of   England,  and  of 
which  the  well-known  choniB 


And  he  who  will  this  toast  deny 
Down  among  the  d^uL  mms  let  him  lie. 

The  word  was  formerly  a 
fMLrinty  which,  being  nsed  in  a 
company  at  which  William  lY., 
then  Duke  of  Clarence,  was 
present,  gave  offence  to  an 
officer  of  that  gallant  corps, 
who  asked  the  Prince  what  he 
meant  by  it-  "I  mean  by 
martnf,*'  replied  the  Prince, 
with  more  readiness  than  was 
osual  with  him,  **a  good  fel- 
low who  has  done  his  duty,  and 
is  ready  to  do  it  again."  The 
French  term  an  empty  bottle 
un  corps  mort." 


<< 


Dead  meat  train  (common),  a 
special  train  carrying  corpses 
from  Waterloo  Station  to  the 
London  Necropolis  at  Woking. 

Dead  men's  shoes  (common),  pro- 
perty which  can  only  be  claimed 
after  the  decease  of  the  holder. 

Dead  nap  (provincial),  a  cheat,  a 
downright  rogue. 

Dead  nip  (provincial),  the  failure 
of  any  petty  plan  or  scheme. 

Dead  nuts  on  (popular  Austra- 
lian), very  fond  of.  An  ampli- 
fication of  the  ordinary  English 
slang  **  nuts  on." 

Dead -oh!  (naval),  is  said  of  a 
man  in  the  last  stage  of  intoxi- 
cation. 


Dead-on  (riflemen),  straight  on. 
A  rifle-shot  talks  of  the  aiming 
being  djtad-on  when  the  day 
is  so  calm  that  he  can  aim 
straight  at  the  bull's  eye  instead 
of  having  to  allow  to  the  right 
or  left  for  wind.  He  is  said  to 
be  dtad-im  himself  when  he  is 
shooting  very  weU. 

Dead,  on  the  (common),  on  the 
teetotal  tack.  Dead  is  often 
used  as  a  strengthening  adjec- 
tive, "dead  proper,"  "dead 
sober." 

Dead  season  (journalistic),  the 
time  when  nothing  is  going  on. 
For  society  this  is  the  summer, 
or  during  Lent. 

Dead  sow's  eye  (tailors),  a  badly 
worked  button-hole. 

Dead  stick,  to  (theatrical),  to 
stop,  to  break  down  utterly  in 
the  midst  of  a  performance.  The 
most  eminent  actors  have  been 
subject  to  sudden  and  treacher- 
ous lapses  of  memory.  Macready 
has  been  known  to  break  down 
in  Virginius— a  character  he 
had  acted  thousands  of  times. 
Charles  Kean  has  broken  down 
in  Othello  and  Melnotte.  On 
the  first  night  of  "  Henry  IV.** 
at  the  Queen's  Theatre,  Phelps 
ttwik  dead  or  dead  MlA^ek  in  Heniy 
lY.,  and  the  actor  who  played 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  to 
prompt  his  royal  father. 

Dead  stock  (common),  unsaleable 
ware. 


Dead — Deaner. 
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The  youngest,  who  was  a  capless,  shoe- 
less little  wretch,  certainly  not  more  than 
eight  years  old,  had  a  "  cigar-light "  hex 
tucked  under  his  arm ;  another,  a  couple 
of  years  older,  perhaps,  carried  the  stump 
of  a  birch  broom ;  while  the  third,  who  was 
the  oldest  and  the  hungriest,  looking  the 
most  decently  dressed,  held  in  his  hand  a 
few  local  newspapers— dismally  <2r«u/«/ac>(, 
considering  the  day  and  the  hour.— /ontrx 
Gnenwood:  Cracklinffs  Dolt. 

Dead  swa^^  (thieves),  plunder  that 
cannot  be  got  rid  of. 

Dead  to  rig^hts  (police  slang),  em- 
ployed by  detectives  when  they 
have  quite  convicted  a  criminal, 
and  he  is  positively  guilty.  *'  I've 
got  him  d/ead  to  rights,"  It  is 
often  employed  in  a  more  gene- 
ral sense  to  indicate  certainty  of 
success.  It  seems  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  America. 

Dead  'un  (thieves),  a  house  un- 
occupied temporarily  or  alto- 
gether. 

Me  and  the  screwsman  went  to  Graves- 
end  and  found  a  drad  'w»,  and  we  both 
went  and  turned  it  over. — HorsUy :  Jot- 
tings /rom  Jail, 

(Thieves  and  roughs),  a  half 
quartern  loaf.  (Turf),  a  horse 
that  may  be  laid  against  as  if 
be  were  dead ;  possibly  because 
he  is  not  going  to  run,  certainly 
because  he  is  not  intended  to 
win. 

"  Racing  men,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Field, 
in  a  memorable  case  some  years  ago,  "  evi- 
dently have  a  morality  of  their  own. "  And 
it  is  certain  that  there  are  bookmakers  or 
commission  agents— call  them  what  3rou 
will— whose  honour  and  rectitude  is  un- 
questioned in  their  own  circle,  but  who,  so 


far  from  shrinking  from  the  idea  of  getting 
money  out  of  a  dead  'im,  will  jump  at  the 
first  opportunity. — Bird  o'  Frttdom, 

(Theatrical),  a  super  who  plays 
for  nothing.  The  mistakes  that 
are  made  in  crowds  and  full 
scenes  is  often  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  a  super  who 
has  attended  all  rehearsals  is 
shunted  at  a  moment's  notice 
to  make  room  for  the  dead  'un, 
who  sometimes  pays  the  super 
master  for  the  privilege  of  get- 
ting behind  the  scenes  as  weU. 

(Popular),  to  make  dead  *un$, 
explained  by  quotation. 

Man  has  a  desire  to  peck  a  bit ;  conse- 
quently he  must  in  a  measure  depend  upon 
rogues  in  grain,  the  miller,  and  the  baker ; 
and  this  rule  therefore  teaches  the  art  and 
mystery  of  making  what  are  called  dead 
'uMS  ;  that  is,  to  charge  not  only  for  what 
yon  deliver,  but  for  what  you  do  noL — 
Di^rou :  Laugh  and  Learn. 

Dead-wobd  earnest  (American), 
quite  earnest. 

No  I  oh,  good  licks,  are  you  in  real 
dtad-wood  earnest.— Mark  Twain :  Tom 
Sawyer. 

Dead  wrongs  'un  (common),  a  very 
'  dishonest  fellow,  a  cheat. 

"Don't  you  ever  speak  to  that  man," 
said  the  Immaculate  One,  "he  is  a  dead 
wrong  'un.  Plays  cards,  and  has  big 
pockets  and  little  fingers.  Cheats.  Once 
went  into  the  card  room  with  six  coups 
ready  put  up  in  his  pocket." — S/orttng 
Times. 

Deal  suit  (popular),  a  deal  cofi^ 
supplied  by  the  parish. 

Deaner  (thieves),  shilling. 

I  know  what  I  will  do;  I  will  go  to 
London  Bridge  rattler  (railway)  and  take 
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a  dtm.ntr  ride  aod  go  a  wedge-hunting 
(stealing  plate.)— i?«9.  /.  HortUj:  /«/- 
Hngs/ronkJaiL 

It  has  been  snggested  that 
«'    deaner  is  from  denier^  but  more 
probably  it  is  a  cormptlon  of 
the  Tiddish  (£inoA,  a  coin. 

Deansea  Ville  (old  cant),  the 
country ;  Dtanaea  VUle  stampers, 
carriers. 

Death-hunter  (street),  a  man  who 
sells  dying  speeches  or  con- 
fessions of  executed  criminals. 
Also  an  undertaker. 

Death  on  (Australian),  good  at. 
The  metaphor  is  probably  that 
of  completeness.  Vide  Dead 
Finish.  "DecUh  on  rabbits," 
would  mean  a  very  good  rab- 
bit shot ;  **  dicUh  on  peaches," 
greedy  of  peaches.  The  phrase 
is  common  in  the  United 
States,  where  a  lady  over  fond 
of  finery  is  said  to  be  death  on 
dress. 

Death-trap  (journalistic),  a 
theatre  or  other  place  of  amuse- 
ment made  to  contain  large 
numbers  of  people.     The   ex- 

-  pression  became  general  after 
the  burning  of  several  such 
edifices  in  1887. 

Our  laws,  too,  would  enable  us  to 
punbh  persons  whose  negligence  and  in- 
attention have  been  the  causes  of  disaster ; 
but  then,  as  Mr.  Punch  reminds  us,  we 
never  think  of  trying  a  railway  director  for 
a  railway  accident,  or  a  theatrical  lessee 
and  his  architect  (to  say  nothing  of  a 
bench   of  magistrates)   for    erecting   or 


licensing    a    dtmikrirm/, — St,    / 
GmutU, 


DebbUsh  (South  Africa),  a  penny. 

Deck  (Anglo-Indian),  a  look,  a 
peep.  Hindu  ddth-nd,  to  look. 
**Dek'ho,  yon  'bud-mash  I"* 
In  English  gypsy,  dikk.  Dieb- 
ing,  from  the  gypsy  is  common 
SngUsh  slang  for  looking. 

(American),  a  pack  of  cards. 
Formerly  used  in  England. 
From  the  expression  "to  dtck 
out." 

Decus  (old  slang),  a  crown-pieoe ; 
from  the  motto  on  the  edge, 
Decutet  T%Uamen. 

Dee  (tramps),  a  pocket-book; 
termed  "reader"  by  thieves. 
Probably  an  abbreviation  of 
dummy,  which  see.  (Popular), 
a  penny. 

Kyddbr.— Hullo,  Soeyde,  old  man, 
where  are  you  going  7 

Snkyde.— Inside,  to  see  our  <*uDck," 
and  get  a  bob  on  this.  (SJk^tos  kix  wmisi- 
coat  iUtu  up  in  netuspafer.) 

KvDDBK. — We're  both  down  on  our  lock 
again,  then.  I've  just  taken  in  {Uah 
fwitd)— ahem  i — the  blankets  firom  my 
kxlgings.  Ill  wait  till  you  oome  ont 
(H^aitt  till  Sntyde  camgs  cut.) 

Snbydb.— He's  a  hard  nail,  be  is.  I've 
only  got  nine  dt^  out  of  him. — Tit  Rf 
/tree, 

Deen  (Anglo  -  Indian).  Arabic 
din^  religion ;  faith. 

About  the  worst  curse  that  you  can  hry 
out  on  a  Mahometan  is  " Zen-Ol  dbtsk!" 
••Curse  your  religion!"  A  native  who 
will  bear  with  a  placid  smile  the  infer* 
matioo  that  his  mother  wm  a  social  evil  of 
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the  most  revolting  type,  and  that  he  and 
all  his  relations,  like  all  their  ancestry 
before  them,  are  and  were  pigs,  destined 
to  devour  nameless  dirt  in  Sheol,  will  nip 
ottt  his  cheese-knife  and  go  for  your  vitals 
should  you  cast  any  reflection  on  his 
faith.  Even  for  him  "there  are  choras," 
not  of  muslin,  but  Muslim. — TraoeU  in 

Deerstalker  (society),  a  wide- 
awake hat. 

Del  (gypsy),  to  give,  kick ;  also  to 
hit,  as  one  says,  ''give  it  to 
him,"  but  more  precisely  diller^ 
done,  draw;  deUin,  hitting  or 
kicking  ;  ddlin  Uskro,  **  a  givin* 
of  him;"  deUemengrOj  a  horse 
that  kicks. 

Delaben  (gypsy),  a  gift. 

Delicate  (begging  impostors),  a 
sham  subscription-book. 

Dell  (old  canting),  a  young  wench. 
Brome  ("  A  Jovial  Crew,  or  the 
Merry  Beggars,"  1652)  gives 
this  word.  In  Old  Dutch  slang 
dil,  dd,  and  dilU  also  mean  a 
girL  Dielken,  fiUe  de  joie  (Der- 
enbourg).  ThUle,  a  Jewish  girl, 
especially  a  young  one.  In  Ger- 
man-Hebrew diUa  also  means 
a  maiden.  It  is  possible  that 
dUly-dallj/f  in  the  sense  of  phil- 
andering and  amorous  trifling, 
is  derived  from  dill  or  deU, 
Finally  the  gypsy  has  del  (lit.  to 
give)  in  the  sense  of  sexual 
union,  *'  Del  adr^  o  minj.' 
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Deloll  (Anglo-Indian),  a  broker. 
In  Egypt  a  pedlar  of  old  clothes, 
a  street  dealer. 


Delying^  it  (tailors),  hurrying, 
keeping  the  head  down,  sewing 
fast. 

Demand  the  box,  to  (nautical),  to 
call  for  a  bottle. 

Demaunders  for  g^lymmar  (old 
cant),  explained  by  quotation. 

These  tUmaundtrs /ffr  ^iymmetr  be  for 
the  most  parte  wemen,  for  glymmar  in 
their  language  is  fyre.  These  go  with 
fayned  lycences  and  counterfayted  writ- 
ings, hauing  the  hands  and  seales'of  nsdi 
gentlemen  as  dwelleth  nere  to  the  place 
where  they  fayne  themselues  to  haue  bene 
burnt,  and  their  goods  consumed  with 
fyre. — Harmatt:  Caveat. 

Demi-rep  (old),  a  woman  of 
questionable  character — abbre- 
vation  of  "  demi-reputation." 

.  .  .  arrant  rascals,  male  and  female  .  .  . 
dtmi-reps  and  lorettes,  single  and  unmar- 
ried.— Quarterly  Review. 

Dem  keb  (London),  a  hansom ;  a 
"masher"  phrase  from  Gilbert's 
*'  Wedding  March."  "  Let*8 
takeadtfmil^6." 

Demmy  dt  (American  cadet),  a 
townsman  (cit.,  citizen)  who  is 
dressed  as  a  gentleman. 

Demon  chandler  (nautical),  one 
who  supplies  ship's  stores  of 
a  worthless  character— often 
utterly  unfit  for  use  and  food. 

I  snubbed  skipper  for  bad  grub,  rotten 

flour  to  eat. 
Hard  tack  full  of  weevils;  how  demon 

chandlers  cheat ! 
Salt  junk  like  mahogany,  scurvjring  man 

and  boy. 
Says    he,    "Where's   your    remedy?" 

Board  of  Trade,  ahoy  1 

— Sailors'  Lemgueigt. 
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Demons  (Australian),  prison  slang 
for  police.  "The  demom  put 
pincher  on  me/'  I  was  appre- 
hended. 

Dempstered  (old  cant),  bung ;  from 
<<dempster/*  the  executioner, 
so  called  because  it  was  his 
duty  to  repeat  the  sentence  to 
the  prisoner  tn  open  court. 
This  was  discontinued  in  1773. 

Denomice,  to  (American).  In  the 
West  to  pre-empt  land,  to  an- 
nounce a  title  to  it. 

You  ain't  got  do  right  to  come  prospect- 
ing around  now.  I've  dtnounced  it  all — 
it's  all  mine.— ^.  Fnuiets:  Saddle  amd 
Mouasin. 

Dep  (popular) ,  a  deputy.  (Christ's 
Hospital),  a  Grecian. 

Derby  darlings,  or  D.D.'s  (Ame- 
rican), a  term  applied  to  women 
who  wear  Derby  hats. 

The  late  decidedly  masculine  tendency 
in  fashionable  female  headgear  has  brought 
out  a  new  type  of  girl  of  the  period  and 
coined  a  new  phrase  to  describe  her.  The 
girls  who  promenade  up  and  down  Chest- 
nut  Street  these  fair  autumn  days,  arrayed 
in  men's  stiff  hats,  are  now  called  Derby 
girls,  or  Derby  darlingt.  lliis  is  occa- 
sionally abbreviated  into  D.D.  in  such 
forms  as  "  there  goes  a  D.D.^"  or  "she's 
a  regular  D.D."— Philadelphia  Times. 

• 

Derbyshire  neck,  a  term  for 
the  goitrous  neck,  owing  to  its 
prevalence  in  Derbyshire. 

Derrey  (thieves),  an  eye-glass; 
hence  the  expression  used  by 
tailors  to  *'take  the  cterrey,"  to 
quiz,  ridicule. 


Derrick  (old  cant).  In  the  days 
prior  to  the  appearance  in  pablio 
life  of  the  better  known  Jack 
Ketch,  Derrick  signified  the 
hangman,  from  the  supposed 
name  of  a  then  existing  fnno- 
tionary.  The  word  oocors  in 
"  The  Bellman  of  London,"  an 
old  play,  published  in  1616,  the 
year  of  Shakspeare's  death. 

"He  rides  circuit  with  the  devil,  and 
Derrick  must  be  hu  host,  aiui  Tyburn  the 
inn  at  which  he  will  alight." 

To  derrick,  **  a  cant  term  f6r 
setting  out  on  a  small  but  not 
over-creditable  enterprise.  The 
act  is  said  to  be  named  from  a 
Tyburn  executioner"  (Admiral 
Smyth). 

Derwenter  (Australian),  a  con- 
vict. So  called  from  the  River 
Derwent,  in  Tasmania,  which, 
like  New  South  Wales  and  West 
Australia,  was  originally  a  con- 
vict settlement.  Cf,  "Yande- 
monian"  and  **  Sydney-sider." 

Despatchers  (gambling  cheats), 
according  to  Hotten  false  dice 
with  two  sets  of  numbers,  and, 
of  course,  no  pips.  So  called 
because  they  bring  the  matter 
to  a  speedy  issue. 

Detrimentals  (society),  a  veiy 
common  term  in  society  for 
those  who  are  not  well  off,  and 
therefore  detrimental  as  hus- 
bands. 

Dence  (popular),  twopence.  From 
the  French. 

Deux  wins  (old  cant),  twopence. 


Devtl. 
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a  barrister  who  does  work 
for  another,  termed  **devilli2ig." 
The  devU  gets  up  the  case  for  a 
senior  in  large  practice,  generally 
without  any  remuneration.  It 
is  almost  also  an  official  desig- 
nation. The  Attorney-General's 
devU  for  the  Treasury  is  a  post 
of  ;f  1500  a  year.  The  Attor- 
ney -General  has  also  deviU  in 
Chancery,  as,  for  instance,  the 
"charity  denV*  for  the  matters 
in  which  he  is  officially  con- 
cerned. The  Attorney-General's 
devil  in  the  Treasury,  after  a 
certain  probation,  is  often  pro- 
moted to  the  bench.  He  is,  in 
fact,  a  sort  of  junior  Attorney- 
General.  On  circuit,  no  one  is 
allowed  to  devil  for  another  un- 
less he  is  a  member  of  the  same 
circuit,  and  the  barrister  for 
whom  he  devils  is  actually  en- 
gaged in  some  other  court  on 
that  circuit  (Huggins). 

(Printers),  a  printer's  junior 
apprentice  or  errand  boy. 

(Literary),  explained  by  quo- 
tation. 

"  Who  are  you  ?  "  I  asked  in  dismay. 

**  I'm  SL  drvi/."  .  .  . 

*'  A  what ! "  I  exclaimed  with  a  start. 

"  A  drvt'/.  ...  I  give  plots  and  incidents 
to  popular  authors,  sir.  Write  poetry  for 
them,  drop  in  situations,  jokes,  work  up 
their  rough  material :  in  short,  sir,  I  devt/ 
for  them." — Geofgv  i?.  Sims:  Tht  A  utkor's 

GkMt. 

Devil  a  plebe,  to  (American  ca- 
dets), to  victimise  or  revile  a 
new  cadet. 

Deril  and  Tom  Walker,  the 
(American),  an  old  saying  once 


common  in  New  England  to  the 
effect  that  it  "beats  the  devil  and 
Tom  Walker,"  or  **  he  fared  as 
Tarn  Walker  did  wUh  the  deviV* 
In  the  Marvellous  Repository,  a 
curious  collection  of  tales,  many 
of  which  are  old  Boston  legends, 
there  is  one  of  Tom  Walker,  who 
sold  himself  to  the  devti.  The 
book  was  published  about  1832. 

Devil-dodger  (popular),  clergy- 
man. 

These  d€vH-d4>dgtrt  happened  to  be  so 
very  powerful  (that  is,  noisy)  that  they  soon 
tent  John  home  crying  out,  he  should  be 
daom'd.— Zi/^  of  J.  SacJtington. 

Devil  drawer  (old  slang),  a  poor, 
miserable  artist. 

Devils  (common),  small  wheels 
soaked  in  resin,  and  used  for 
lighting  fires. 

Devil's  among  the  tailors,  the 
(common),  i,e.,  there's  a  disturb- 
ance going  on.  *'  This  phrase," 
says  Mr.  Edwards,  "  arose  in 
connection  with  a  riot  at  the 
Haymarket  on  an  occasion  when 
Dowton  announced  the  perform- 
ance for  his  benefit  of  a  burlesque 
entitled '  The  Tailors :  a  Tragedy 
for  Warm  Weather.'  At  night, 
'many  thousands  of  journey- 
men tailors  congregated  in  and 
around  the  theatre,  and  by  riot- 
ous proceedings  interrupted  the 
performances.  Thirty-three  of 
the  rioters  were  brought  up  at 
Bow  Street  the  next  day.  A 
full  account  of  the  proceedftigs 
will    be    found  in   BiographUa 

U 
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Deva. 


DramtUiea   nnder  the  heading 
*  Tailors.* " 

Devil's  bedposts  (comxnoii)^  the 
four  of  clubs. 

Devil's  book  (common),  cards. 

Damn  your  cards,  said  he,  they  are  the 
deinrs  book. — Svuift :  Poiitt  Conversatiott, 

Devil's  claws  (prison),  explained 
by  quotation. 

A  Scotch  cap,  worsted  stockings,  and  a 
pair  of  shoes,  completed  the  uniform  of 
a  full  private  in  Her  Majesty's  Convict 
Service.  This  uniform  was  decorated  all 
over  with  the  dtvilt  clama  (the  hroad 
arrow). — Evening  News» 

Devil's  daughter  (common),  a 
scolding,  shrewish  wife. 

Devil's  delight,  a  disturbance  or 
quarrel  of  more  than  usual 
vehemence.  To  "kick  up  the 
dcviVs  delight "  is  to  indulge  in 
drunken  and  obstreperous  jovi- 
ality. 

Devil's  dust,  scraps  and  remnants 
of  old  woollen  garments  sen);  to 
the  mill  to  be  remanufactured 
in  the  semblance  of  good  cloth, 
commonly  known  among  manu- 
facturers— who  use  the  word 
satirically — as  "  shoddy.' 


t» 


Devil's  golden  tooth,  the  (Ameri- 
can). "One  would  think  he'd 
found  the  deviVa  golden  tooth"  a 
common  saying  in  Massachu- 
setts. Founded  on  a  story  to 
the  effect  that  Kidd,  the  pirate, 
once  obtained  from  the  devil 
liis  eye-tooth,  which  had  the 
power  of  Changing  all  metals 


into  gold.  The  losing  and  find- 
ing of  this  tooth  bj  aevend 
persons  fonns  the  snbjeot  of  a 
popular  tale. 

Devil's  gnts  (old  slang),  a  term 
given  by  farmers  to  the  sur- 
veyor's chain. 

Devil's  Itvety  (naotieal),  black  and 
yellow.  From  the  colours  being 
used  for  mourning  or  quarantine. 

Devil's  Ov7n»  the  Inns  of  Court 
Rifle  Volunteers. 

Devil-scolder  (popular),  a  clergy- 
man. 

Devil's  sharp^ooters(Ajnerican)« 
anicknamegivenby  "thechurch 
militant "  to  those  of  the  cleri- 
cal party  who  in  the  Mexican 
War  belied  their  cloth  and  pro- 
fession ;  also  to  any  person 
favouring  unjust  war. 

Devil's  teeth  (common),  dice. 

Devil  to  pay,  the  (common),  an 
allusion  to  the  legendary  tales 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  in  which, 
in  exchange  for  the  enjoyment 
of  unlimited  wealth,  power,  or 
other  earthly  advantage,  a  man 
was  supposed  to  have  sold  bis 
soul  to  the  deviL 

Devil  to  pay  and  no  pitdi  bat 

(nautical).  The  seam  which  mar- 
gins the  water-ways  was  called 
the  "devil."  Why,  only  caulkers 
can  tell,  who  perhaps  found  it 
sometimes    difficolt   lor  their 
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tools.  The  phrase,  however, 
means  service  expected,  and  no 
one  ready  to  perform  it.  Im- 
patience and  naught  to  satisfy 
it  (Admiral  Smyth). 

Devotional  habits  (common)  is 
applied  to  a  horse  inclined  to 
**say  his  prayers,"  that  is,  apt 
to  fall  on  his  knees. 

Dew-drink  (labourers),  an  early 
drink.  French,  "one  goutte 
pour  tuer  le  ver,"  the  worm 
being  thought  to  be  more  than 
usually  thirsty  in  the  morning. 

Dewsldtch  (popular),  a  severe 
thrashing;  perhaps  from  "catch- 
ing one's  due." 

Dial-plate  (common),  the  faca 
"  To  turn  the  hands  on  his  died* 
plaU"  Le.f  to  disfigure  the  face. 

Dials  (prison),  members  of  the 
criminal  class  who  live  about 
the  Seven  Dials  in  London. 

Diamond  •  cracking  (Australian 
thieves'  patter),  stonebreaking. 
The  metaphor  is  obvious,  break- 
ing **  those  precious  stones." 

He  caught  a  month  and  had  to  white 
it  out  at  diamond-crackiMgxn  "  Castieau's 
Hotel. "—  The  A  ustraiioH  PHnters'  Keep- 
take. 

In  England,  diamond  crtteking 
refers  to  working  in  a  coal- 
mine. 

Diary,  to  (American  thieves),  to 
remember. 

Dib  (common),  a  portion  or  share. 


Dibs  (common),  money. 

The trots  round  with  a  tin  plate  or 

a  royal  di5«h-cover,  and  collects  dt'Ss  for 
the  Imperial  Institute.  He  exhibits  him- 
self at  football  matches  and  Church  baau&rs 
on  consideration  of  nailing  the  coin  for  his 
pet  scheme. — Afodem  Society. 

So  called,  says  Hotten,  from 
the  knuckle  bones  of  sheep, 
which  have  been  used  from 
the  earliest  times  for  gambling 
purposes  when  money  was  not 
obtainable — in  one  particular 
game  five  being  thrown  up  at 
a  time  and  caught  on  the  back 
of  the  hand  like  half-pence. 
This  resembles  the  common 
children's  game  of  "  jackstones." 
The  French  call  it  "  jeu  des 
osselets. ' '  ( Thieves ) ,  * •  flash  your 
dibtf"  show  your  money. 

Dick  (military),  the  penis. 

Dick,  dikk,  to  {gyvsj,  also  com- 
mon cant),  to  see,  to  look. 
Hotten  savs  this  is  "  North 
country  cant,"  but  it  is  found 
in  all  gypsy  dialects.  (Hindu, 
dekhna.)  DikkameiigrOt  a  look- 
ing-glass, also  dikhtnUngrly  both 
referring  to  anything  used  in 
connection  with  seeing,  such 
as  spectacles,  lorgnons,  or  tele- 
scopes. The  latter  would  be  a 
duro  -  dikkamenf/ri  —  a  far  -  see- 
thing. Tu  sdtte  dikkavit,  you  ' 
should  have  seen  it. 

Dick  at  the  Garjcrs  (gorgias) 
The  Garjcrs  round  mandy, 
Trying  to  lei  my  meriben 
My  meriben  away. 

I.e.,  "  Sec  the  gorgios  round  me  trying" 
to  take  my  life  away." 

Diek'kdlot  .  to    look     black. 
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frown ;  diek-dAm,  I  saw  (leldoin 
heard) ;  dick-pdli,  look  back,  re* 
caU. 

Dicker  (American),  exchange  or 
barter. 

It  may  be  for  their  interest  to  make  the 
dicker. — New  York  Tribune, 

Dick  in  the  green  (thieves), 
weak,  inferior,  poor.  A  pun  on 
the  word  "dicky,"  as  bolt-in- 
tun  is  on  "  to  bolt." 

Dicky^  or  Dick  in  the  grten^ 
very  bad  or  paltry ;  anything  of 
an  inferior  quality  is  said  to 
be  a  **  Dicky  concern"  (Yauz's 
Memoirs). 

Dick's    hatband,  as    queer    as 

(provincial),  anything  strange  or 
peculiar.  This  phrase,  which 
Bart  let  t  claimed  as  an  Ameri- 
canism, is  in  reality  an  English 
provincial  simile,  and  correctly 
given  is,  **  As  queer  as  Diek't 
hatband  made  of  pea  straw  that 
went  nine  times  round,  and 
would  not  meet  at  last."  The 
origin  of  the  phrase  may  be  due 
to  the  oddness  of  using  such  a 
material  for  the  purpose. 

Dick,  up  to  (popular),  all  right, 
up  to  the  mark,  good  and  satis- 
factor}-. 

Dicky  (common),  middling,  in- 
ferior. 

And  how's  the  fielding  ? 

Dicky. ' 

'Tis  there   you'll    have   the   pull  that 

wickets  sticky 
Or  cut  up,   through    the   influence  of 

weather, 
Can't  neutralise. 

— Punch. 


.  "Ah,  Waring  the 
a  waggOQ  wearing  a 


It's  all  diekg  or  dtdby  with 
1|im,  it's  all  over  with  him. 

*Tis  all  diekif  with  poor  Father  Dkk; 
he's  oo  more. 

'^IngoUakf  L^gttub. 

(London  alang),  smart,  asweU. 
(Popular),  expkiined  by  quo- 
tation. 

"I  saw  a  Uden  waggon  bearing  the 
name  of  one  of  the  chei^  advertising  firms 
you  speak  of."  . 
name  .  .  .  yfta  si 
dicJI^t  jrou  mean — a  &lse  front  plate  with 
a  name  oo  it  which  slips  on  and  off  like 
them  on  the  wans  that  the  pianoforte- 
makers  bcMTow."— y.  Gfwnwacd :  Lemr 
Life  Dups. 

(Theatrical),  *'  diciy  domus,** 
literally  a  bad,  poor  house,  one 
with  a  small  audience. 

Dicky  birds  (theatrical),  a  generic 
term  which  includes  Tocalists  of 
every  description,  from  Madame 
Patti  down  to  a  singer  in  the 
chorus. 

Diddeys  (common),  a  woman's 
breasts.  The  word  is  really  a 
provincial    term   for    a  cow's 

teats. 

Diddle,  to  (vulgar),  to  haveseznal 
commerce.  It  signifies  properly 
to  '*  dredge ; "  also  to  cheat  in 
an  artful  way. 

O  that  Tommy  Riddle, 
What  played  opon  the  fiddle. 
Has  managed  for  to  diddU  me 
Of  my  true  love. 

^Populmr  Song. 

m 

Diddler  (common),  an  impecunious 
scamp,  a  swindler.  8ee  Jeremy 
Diddler  (Kenny's  faroe  of  **  Bais- 
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ing  the  Wind"),  or  his  more 
modem  prototype,  Jingle,  in 
"Pickwick." 

Didoes.     Vide  To  Cut  Didobs. 

Die-bj-the-hedge  (provinoial),  in- 
ferior meat  of  cattle  which  have 
died  and  not  been  slaughtered. 

'  Die  in  one's  shoes,  to  (common), 
to  be  hanged.  The  metaphor  is 
not  happy,  as  men  may  die  else- 
where than  on  the  gallows  with 
their  boots  on. 

And  there  is  M'Foze,  and  Lieutenant 

Tregooze ; 
And  there  is  Sir  Camaby  Jenks,  of  the 

Blues, 
All  come  to  see  a  man  die  in  his  shoes! 
— Ingoidsby  Legends. 

Dientical  (American),  a  frivolous 
anagram  for  "  identical,"  but 
often  heard. 

Die,  or  dee  (thieves),  a  pocket- 
book,  but  specially  the  dummy 
or  pocket-book  stuffed  with  flash 
bank  bills  used  by  a  *'  dropper." 

Dig  (common),  a  blow  with  the 
fist,  or  tips  of  fingers,  as  "  a  dig 
in  the  eye,"  '*a  dt^  in  the  ribs. 


« 
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Dig  a  day  under  the  skin,  to 

(popular),  to  shave  at  such  a 
time  as  to  make  it  serve  for  two 
days. 

Dig^,  full  (popular),  the  full  allow- 
ance of  pay. 

Diggers   (popular),    the   finger- 
nails. 


If  you  do,"  returned  Bill,  **  I  will  fix 
my  diggtrs  in  your  dial-plate  and  turn  it 
up  with  red."~OM  the  Trail, 

Also  spurs,  or  the  spades  on 
oards. 

Di(:s:ers*  delight  (New  Zealand), 
large  brown  felt  hat  worn  by 
diggers  in  New  Zealand. 

Diggings  (common),  place  or 
habitation.  Of  American  origin. 

I'm  a  daisy,  dear  boy,  and  no  'eeltaps  1  I 

wish  the  St,  Jeunes's  young  man 
Could  drop  into  my  diggings  permuskas; 

he's  welcome  whenever  he  can  ; 
For  he  isn't  no  J.,  that's  a  moral;   I 

don't  bear  no  malice ;  no  fear  I 
But  I'd  open  'is  hoptics  a  mossel  con- 

cemin'  my  style  and  my  spere. 

— Punch, 

Dignity,  a  (West  Indian),  the 
name  given  by  Europeans  to  a 
neg^o  ball,  the  designation  bein*^ 
probably  derived  from  the  ludi- 
crous pomposity  of  the  negro 
character.  The  blacks  are  very 
chary  of  admitting  strangers, 
and  especially  white  people,  as 
eye-witnesses.  Oftentimes  they 
degenerate  into  a  scene  of  the 
wildest  debauchery. 


(Anglo  -  Indian),      worry, 
botheration. 

And  Beaufort  learned  in  the  law. 

And  Anderson  the  sage. 
And  if  his  locks  are  white  as  snow, 

Tis  more  from  dikh  than  age. 

—Wii/red  Heeley. 

In  English  gypsy  the  word  is 
'  dukk^  mere  frequently  du%K 

Diklo,  dido  (gypsy),  a  handker- 
'  chief,  cravat.  Men^dido,  a  neck- 
tie. 
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Dildoes — Ding-bat 


Dildoes,  more  commonly  known 
now  as  *'  the  broom  handle." 
An  instniment  made  of  various 
soft  pliable  substances,  and  re- 
sembling the  male  pudendum, 
used  bj  women  who,  possessing 
strong  amatory  passions,  and 
forced  to  celibate  lives,  are 
afraid  of  pregnancy  following 
natural  copulation.  In  this  con- 
nection the  female  pudenda  is 
called  "a  broom." 

Such  a  sad  tale  prepare  to  hear, 
As  claims  from -either  sex  a  tear, 
Twelve  dildoes  meant  for  the  support 
Of  aged  lechers  of  the  court 
Were  lately  burnt  by  impious  hand, 
Of  trading  rascals  of  the  land, 
Who,  envying  their  curious  frame. 
Exposed  these  Priaps  to  the  flame. 
—Butler:  Dildaidts  {pcatsioned  by 
burmng'  et  hogshgmd  of  dildoe* 
at  Stocks  Market^  1673). 

(Old  slang),  to  dUdo^  to  play 
wantonly  with  a  woman. 

Dilly  (popular),  a  night-cart. 

Dilly-bag  (Australian  up-country), 
a  blackfellow*s  wallet. 

Their  own  dilly-bags  have  nothing  of 
value  or  interest  in  them.  Some  locks  of 
hair  rolled  up  in  thin  slips  of  bark,  pro- 
bably belonging  to  a  deceased  friend;  a 
piece  or  two  of  crystal  for  magic  purposes ; 
two  or  three  bones,  and  some  fat  which  the 
troopers  who,  from  their  own  upbnnging, 
are  authorities  on  such  things,  pronounce 
human  ;  a  primitive-looking  bone  fish  hook 
or  two,  and  some  string  made  of  opossum 
hair— that  is  alU — A.  C.  Grant. 

Dimber  (old  cant),  pretty,  neat. 

Dimber  cove  (thieves and  gypsies), 
a  gentleman. 


'Tis  a  dimber  ctvt.  Come,  old  mort, 
toot  the  oobbIe<oUer ;  are  we  to  have 
darknuuiB  upon  lit  f—Z>£mi#/i:  Kmr^M. 

Dimber-damber  (old  cant),  veiy 
pretty;  a  very  clever  rogne; 
head  of  a  gang.  (Dekker  gives 
damJbti^  a  rascal,  rogne.) 

No  dimber-damber^  angler,  dancer, 
Prig  <^cackler,  prig  of  prancer. 

—Life  ofBam^ylde  Moore  Carem. 

Dimmock  (popular),  money.  The 
derivation  is  evidently  from  the 
small  coin  "dime,"  worth  ten 
cents  in  United  States  coinage. 

Dimmoddng-bai^,  a  bag  used  for 
collecting  8ab0cri|4ioiiB  in  small 
sums  for  any  speoial  object; 
also  the  spedial  aavings  bank 
of  the  individual  who  usually 
hoards  his  sizpenoe  for  a  paiti- 
cular  object,  as  at  Christmas 
time  for  the  Christmas  feed. 

Dinahs  (Stock  Exchange),  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow  Railway 
Ordinary  Stock. 

Dinarly  (theatrical),  coin,  money, 
borrowed  from  the  Spanidi 
dinero  ;  **  nantie  dinariy  "  signi- 
fies "  no  treasury  to-day.' 
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Dine  oat, "to  (popular),  to  go 
without  dinner. 

Ding-bat  (American),  money. 
The  word  din  or  ding  seems  to 
indicate  value  in  several  lan- 
guages. B.g. ,  in  Yiddish,  dinok 
mifnaunaut,  money  questions. 
Difif  judgment.     (Yiddish),  <iiii 


Ding — Dirt-scrapers. 
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we  ehetchJbaum  geben,  to  settle 
accounts.  In  Dutch,  dingetif  to 
plead,  to  cheapen ;  dinghank^  a 
judge's  bench ;  dinger^  one  who 
pleads  or  cheapens. 

Ding^  boy  (old  cant),  a  rogue  or 
rascaL 

Diii^-doQ(f  (popular),  in  good  ear- 
nest. To  "set  about  a  thing 
ding-dong  "  is  to  tackle  it  with 
vigour.  An  alliterative  redupli- 
cation of  dUig,  to  beat,  to  strike, 
and  also  perhaps  in  allusion  to 
the  quick  succession  of  strokes 
in  ringing  of  bells. 

Ding^ed  (American),  exceedingly. 
In  the  Southern  States  a  man 
will  say  that  he  worked  dinged 
hard.     Vide  DiNGGONED. 

Ding^ers,  the  cups  and  balls ;  or, 
in  the  French  phrase,  "gobelets 
et  muscades,"  used  by  con- 
jurors, 

Ding^-fury  (provincial),  huff  or 
anger.  A  slang  word  very  com- 
mon in  the  provinces.  "  She 
flounced  away  in  a  ding-fury,'^ 

Ding^g^oned  (American),  a  Western 
equivalent  for  **  darned."  In 
the  South  it  takes  the  form  of 
**  dinged."  They  are  all  euphe- 
misms for  "  danmed.'* 

Well,  sir,  that  dinggoned  show  was  more 
of  a  mystery  to  me  the  more  I  examined 
it,  so  I  took  Stack  and  Wirth  out  into 
the  hall  and  explained  my  impressions. — 
Sm^trwr  InUr  Ouom, 


Dip  (popular),  a  pickpocket ;  to 
dip,  to  arrest,  convict,  be  put  in 
any  way  into  trouble. 

(Thieves),  to  dip,  to  pick  a 
pocket,  from  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word.  To  dip  a  lob,  to 
steal  the  contents  of  a  till.  Also 
to  pawn. 

Dipped  in  the  ymng  (popular), 
winged,  worsted. 

I'm  nipped  in  the  bud,  I'm  dipped  in  the 

I'm  weeded,    I'm   sold,    I  am  every- 
thing 
That  is  wretched,  forlorn,  and  mad  with 

despair, 
Look  at  ray  head — only  gaxe  at  my 
hair. 

—Cecil  Merrie :  Only  wait  till 
yeiire  Matrix 

Dipper,  dipping  bloke  (thieves), 
a  pickpocket. 

Off  to  Paris  I  shall  go  to  show  a  thing  or 

two 
To  the  dipping  bloket  wot  hangs  about 

the  cafis ; 
How  to  do  a  cross*(an  for  a  super  or  a 

slang. 
And  to  bustle  them  gendarmes  I'd  give. 

the  office. 
—  Vance  :  The  Chickaleary  Cave. 

Dips  (nautical),  the  purser's  boy. 

Dirt-scrapers  (American),  lawyers 
who  in  examining  witnesses  ask 
them  all  manner  of  needless 
questions  relative  to  their  past 
lives  and  inquire  closely  as  to  all 
their  relations  with  women,  &c., 
either  with  a  view  to  making  < 
them  appear  immoral  and  dis- 
creditable, or,  as  is  often  really 
the  case,  to  afford  to  the  court 
and   sp^tators    the   ezquiaite 
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pleasure  of  seeing  a  man  or 
woman  tortured  and  put  to 
shame.  A  criminal  oase  without 
any  dirt-teraping  has  become  of 
late  very  exceptional,  both  in 
England  and  in  America. 

Dirty  half  hundred  (military). 
The  50th  Regiment  was  called 
60,  partly  from  having  black 
facings  which  gave  a  sombre 
look  to  the  uniform.  After  the 
battle  of  Badajos  it  was  changed 
to  the  '*  gallant  half  hundred." 

Dirty  puzzle  (common),  a  slut. 

Discombobberated  (American), 
discomposed,  upset,  "  flum- 
muxed." 

An'  when  he  seen  I'd  killed  a  deer  as 
slick  as  grease  he  was  wo  discombobberated 
he  couldn't  speak. — New  York  Sun. 

Discommon,  or  discommune  (uni- 
versity), not  to  communicate ; 
that  is,  to  prohibit  students 
dealing  with  certain  tradesmen 
who  have  transgressed  the  rules 
of  the  University,  a  species 
of  excommunication  or  ''boy- 
cotting." 

Disgfuised  in  liquor  (common),  a 
common  phrase  in  the  vernacular 
for  one  who  is  slightly  intoxi- 
cated. The  expression,  though 
vulgar,  is  not  without  merit,  as 
conveying  the  truth  that  a 
drunken  man  is  not  playing  a 
real  part,  but  has  assumed  a 
guise  that  is  false  and  unnatural 

Dish,  to,  to  circumvent,  to  ruin,  to 
frustrate  an  enemy's,  or  an  op- 


ponent's plans.  The  word  was 
used  by  the  late  Earl  of  Derby 
on  a  memorable  oocasicm,  when 
he  afilrmed  that  such  and  such 
a  measure  would  "dia4  the 
Whigs."  It  has  been  supposed 
that  the  word  was  used  in  the 
first  instance  as  a  corruption  of 
*'  dash,'*  "  dash  "  itself  being  an 
euphemism  for  "  damn/'  as  in 
the  vulgar  oath,  "dash  my 
wig,"  for  "damn  my  wig,"  but 
to  dith  most  probably  is  only 
one  of  the  many  expressions 
connected  with  the  kitchen,  as 
**  to  cook  his  goose,"  to  '*  give 
one  a  roasting,"  to  *'  do  brown," 
&c. 

Dishdout  (common),  a  dirty,  un- 
savoury woman.  When,  how- 
ever, a  man  marries  his  cook, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  has  made 
a  napkin  of  a  duhdoutf  no  other 
meaning  is  attributable  except 
that  a  "mesalliance"  has  been 
made. 

Dispar.  The  following  explana- 
tion of  this  term  is  given  by 
W.  H.  David.  "The  word 
'  sines,*  the  scholars'  allowance 
of  bread  for  breakfast  or  suppor, 
and  dispar f  his  portion  of  meat, 
have  their  origin  in  a  Winches- 
ter Ck)llege  custom  which  jve- 
vailed  in  the  last  century.  There 
being  neither  '  hatch '  nor  roll- 
call  at  the  College  Hall  in  these 
days,  the  provision  for  breakfiurt 
was  laid  out  on  a  table,  and  the 
stronger  took  the  lion's  share, 
and  left  the  weaker  '  sines.'  So 
again  at  dinner  the  double  plate 
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of  meat  fell  to  the  former  as  a 
matter  of  might,  and  the  on- 
equal  moiety,  the  dupaTf  be- 
came the  portion  of  the  weaker 
junior." 

Diss  (printers),  abbreviation  for 
distribution,  t.e.,  printed  off 
type — to  be  returned  to  its  re- 
spective cases,  and  re-composed. 

Dissecting^  job  (tailors),  a  heavy 
alteration. 

Distiller  (Australian  convicts' 
slang),  one  who  is  easily  vexed 
and  betrays  his  chagrin.  Vide 
Carbt  the  Keg.  Probably  not 
of  colonial  origin  but  introduced 
by  transportees. 

Ditch  and  ditcher  (Anglo-Indian), 
slang  terms  applied  in  a  dis- 
paraging manner  to  Calcutta 
and  the  "  Calcuttians." 

Dite  (American),  "I  don't  care 
a  dite,"  Dutch,  duyi^  a  doit, 
half  a  farthing.  "Hy  gelykt 
hem  oop  en  duyt,'*  there  is  not 
half  a  farthing  difference  be- 
tween them. 

Dittoes,  a  suit  of  clothes  made 
all  of  the  same  cloth,  in  French 
**un  complet."  The  term  is 
pretty  generaL 

Ditty  (popular),  bag;  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  tailors'  phrase,  *'a 
ditto  bag,"  from  the  bag  in  which 
they  keep  miscellaneous  articles 
for  the  repair  of  their  olothes  or 
shoes — for  thread,  tapes,  but- 
tons, needles,  pins,  nails,  &c. 


DiTe  (American),  a  drinking- 
saloon ;  a  cellar-saloon. 

An  Ourayite  recently  passing  through 
Canon  City  on  Sunday  was  invited  to  go 
to  the  penitentiary  to  church  services,  and, 
accepting  the  invitation,  found  385  con- 
victs assembled,  and  among  them,  plajring 
the  violin  in  the  choir,  the  young  Italian 
who  shot  his  mistress  through  the  window 
of  her  house  just  back  of  the  dive  known 
as  "aso"  here  in  Ouray  about  a  yt$ur 
mgo.— 'The  Solid  Muldoon^  Ouray ^  CoU- 
rado. 

Dive  into  one's  sky,  to  (popular), 
to  thrust  one's  hand  in  one's 
pocket. 

••  Yes,  I  know,  Uncle,  it's  Mary  Ann. 
I  see  you  through  the  keyhole  this  m9rn- 
ing  when  she  brought  up  jrour  shaving 
water." 

Then  Uncle  Ben  dri*ed  into  his  shy 
and  brought  up  a  nice  bright  Jubilee  half- 
dollar,  and  little  Willie  went  off  to  the 
confectioner's  singing. — Sporting  Times. 

IMve  into  the  woods,  to  (Ameri- 
can), a  common  figure  of  speech 
for  hiding  one's  self. 

A  female  of  the  Salvation  Army  has 
invented  what  is  called  the  "salvation 
kiss."  Young  men  who  have  seen  the 
female  portion  of  the  army  will  not  seek 
salvation  in  this  new  form.  They  will  dive 
still  deeper  into  the  woods  when  the  army 
comes  around. — Sorristown  Herald. 

Diver  (thieves),  a  pickpocket; 
he  "dives  into  the  skies"  of 
other  people. 

Divide  the  house  with  one's  wife, 
to,  a  quaint  saying  which  sig- 
nifies to  turn  her  out  into  the 
street. 

Dtving-bell,  a  cellar  tavern. 
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Dtvons  igypsj),  a  day.  0  b6ro 
divoCtko  divaui,  the  great  day 
of  judgment.  Probably  a  con- 
traction of  diivde$krOf  divine. 

Divvy  ( American),  to  divide,  share, 
or  partake. 

If  Mexican  robbers  make  a  rash  on  an 
American  ranch  in  Zapata,  Frio,  Cameroo, 
Hidalgo,  or  Starr  Counties,  they  are  ex- 
pected  to  drrvy  with  the  American  gentle- 
men engaged  in  the  same  line  of  busineai 
before  being  permitted  to  cross  the  river 
peacefully. — Chicago  Tribunt. 

Do  (popular),  a  (2o  is  a  fraud,  an 
imposition. 

I  thought  it  was  a  <2i;  to  get  me  oat  of  the 
hoMsc.—Sketchts  by  Bom. 

Do,  to  (common),  to  outwit,  to  pay 
out,  to  cheat.  (Thieves),  to  do  a 
place  or  crib,  is  to  break  into  a 
bouse  for  the  purpose  of  steal- 
ing. 

I  went  in  a  place  and  touched  for  some 
wedge,  which  we  done  for  three  pounds 
ten. — Horsley :  J ottingt  from  Jail, 

(Popular  and  thieves),  '*  to  cfe 
for,"  to  kill. 

The  prisoners  had  since  stated  that  the 
stranger  had  bidden  them  to  do  for  M. 

,  and  then  to  take  away  everything 

which  he  might  have  about  him. — Daily 
Telegraph, 

Do  a  bit,  to  (popular),  to  eat  some- 
thing. 

When  I  asked  her  what  she'd  take. 
Her  answer  made  me  queer ; 
She  said,  "  I  admit 
I  can  do  a  hit 
Of  everything  that's  here. 
Some  mulligatawny  soup,  a  mackerel,  and 

a  sole, 
A  banbury,  a  bath'bun,  and  a  tuppenny 
sausage  roll. 


A  little  drop  of  iherry;  a  little  piat  of 

A  roley-poley  padding,  with  a  pikaf  cakes 
and  jam." 

— Matilda  G^rgrr:  Ftmncis 
amiDtty. 

Do  a  gay,  to  (thievee),  to  nm 
away,  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

It's  a  fiu:t  to  be  depk>red,  though  it  cannot 
be  ignored, 
That  all  of  us  are  not  well  off  fi»-  oof; 
And  occasionally  a  Johnny,  who  is  "  gone" 
on  some  fair  "  honey,** 
Hasn't  cash  enough  to  treat  her  like  a 
toff. 
When  he  tries  to  raise  the  wind,  it's  jost 
posnble  he'll  find 
It  difficult  to  keep  within  the  law, 
Abtt !  be  may  be  "  fly,"  bat  when  it's  time 
to' do  a  gwy, 
He's  sure  to  meet  the  bobby  at  the  door. 

—Sp^rtmg  Timet. 

(Workmen),  to  be  away  whilst 
supposed  to  be  at  work. 

Dobie  (Anglo-Indian),  a  man  who 
performs  the  functions  of  a 
washerwoman;  also  a  washer- 
woman. 

Dock  (old  cant),  to  deflower  (Har- 
^nsjx);  gypsy,  dakker,  to  wrong, 
ravish,  injure.  Dukker  or  docker 
is  often  used  without  the  ter- 
minal *'  er."  Turner  derives  it 
from  the  Gaelic  terratch. 

(Printers).  This  is  colloquial 
for  a  man*s  weekly  bill  or 
"pole,**  probably  from  the  fact 
of  its  being  subject  or  liable  to 
be  "docked"  or  curtailed  by 
the  person  appointed  to  check 
the  bills.  (Winchester),  to  dock, 
to  scratch  out ;  to  dock  a  book, 
to  tear  out  pages  from  a  book. 
(Popular),  hospitaL 
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Docker  (law),  a  brief  for  defence 
handed  by  a  prisoner  in  the  dock 
to  any  barrister  who  by  the 
etiquette  of  the  profession  is 
bound  to  take  it,  at  the  mini- 
mum fee  of  23s.  6d. 

Doctor,  the  (up-country  Aus- 
tralian), the  men's  cook  on  a 
station.  The  title  of  the  man 
who  concocts  one  kind  of  mix- 
tures and  prescriptions  is  trans- 
ferred to  one  who  practises  in 
another  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion, which  is  thoroughly  char- 
acteristic of  Australian  slang. 

(Old),  a  decoction  of  milk  and 
water,  rum,  and  a  spicing  of 
nutmeg. 

((ramblers),  doctors,  false  cards 
or  dice. 

"  Here,"  said  he,  taking  some  dice  out 
of  his  pockets,  "  here  are  the  little  doctors 
which  cure  the  distempers  of  the  purse." — 
Fielding :  Tom  Jones. 

From  to  doctor,  to  poison,  to 
falsify,  to  adulterate. 

She  doctor' d  the  punch,  and  she  doctor'd 

the  neg^s. 
Taking  care  not   to  put  in  sufficient  to 

flavour  it. 

— Ingoldsby  Legends. 

To  "put  the  doctor''  on  one, 
to  cheat  him. 

PerhafM  ways  and  means  may  be  found 
to  put  tk€  doctor  on  the  old  prig. — T. 
Brtrum :  Works. 

(Popular),  to  "keep  tht  doe- 
tor"  13  said  of  a  publican  who 
retails  adulterated  drinks. 

Dodderer  (provincial),  a  shaky, 
mumbling  old  man.  The  old 
English  had  to  ••  doddle,"  signi- 


fying  to  tremble,  to  shake,  still 
used  in  the  North  of  England. 

He  got  up  on  an  old  mule  which  had 
served  nine  kings,  and  so  mumbling  with 
his  mouth,  nodding  and  doddling  with  hb 
head,  would  go  see  a  coney  ferreted. — 
Urqukart:  Rabelais. 

French  doddiner,  which  has 
the  root  dod,  oscillation,  in  com- 
mon with  the  English  equiva- 
lent ;  Italian,  dandolare,  to  rock, 
to  shake  gently. 

Doddy  (provincial).  This  is  ap- 
plied in  Norfolk  to  any  person 
of  low  statute.  Sometimes 
"Hodman  dod,"  and  "  hoddy 
doddy,  all  head  and  no  body.'* 
A  "  dod  "  is  provincial  for  a  rag 
of  cloth,  and  to  "  dod  "  is  to  cut 
off,  to  lop. 

Dodgfasted  (common),  a  milder 
form  of  damned. 

"Well,  what  was  it,  anyhow?" 
"It  was  one  of  those  dodgasted  elec- 
trical machines  I    Trying  my  nerves,  you 
know ! " 

And  when  the  boys  had  recovered,  the 
funeral -monger  had  gone,  and  so  had  all 
the  available  drinks  on  the  counter. — 
sporting  Times. 

Dodge  (common),  a  clever  contri- 
vance ;  a  cunning,  underhanded 
trick.  A  recognised  term,  but 
used  in  many  slangy  senses. 
Among  the  numerous  dodges  re- 
sorted to  by  tricky  or  dishonest 
persons  are  the  "pamphlet 
dodge.** 

The  "  pamphlet  dodge"  is  an  established 
variety  of  the  begging-letter  man  of  trade. 
Two  or  three  experts  will  club  together 
to  take  advantage  of  a  striking  event  or 
momentous  political  crisis,  find  oat  some 
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poor  penny<a-Uiier  in  oiw  of  the  hannu  of 
such  people,  and  get  him  to  throw  to- 
gether  forty  or  fifty  pages  on  the  paxti* 
cular  subject,  paying  him  miaeraUe  wages 
for  the  work^^TH'Biis. 

(Thieves),  *<  deUrered  <2o(^<." 

Alfred  itends  his  servant  with  goods  to 
a  customer,  with  ordos  to  bring  back  the 
goods  or  the  money.  The  servant  takes 
the  goods  auid  hands  in  the  bill,  and  the 
customer  says,  on  reading  the  ball,  "All 
right,  put  the  goods  down  there,"  which 
the  man  does,  expecting  that  the  customer 
is  about  to  pay  the  bill.  When  he  has 
done  so,  the  customer  says  he  will  call 
and  pay  his  master ;  but  on  the  man  tell- 
ing him  he  must  take  the  goods  bade  if 
the  bill  is  not  paid,*  the  customer  replies 
that  he  has  delivered  the  goods,  that  they 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  purchaser, 
and  that  if  he  touches  them  he  will  give 
him  in  char);e  of  the  police. — Tit- Bits, 

The  *'  tidy  dodge,''  dressing 
up  children  so  that  thej  look 
tidy,  and  slowly  walking  about 
the  streets  with  this  genuine 
or  borrowed  fiunily  for  bogging 
purposes. 

To  dodge,  to  track  one  in  a 
.  stealthy  manner. 

There's  not  the  smallest  danger  in  it 
.  .  .  it's  only  to  doelge  a  woman.  ...  1 
can  do  that  pretty  well,  I  know.  ...  I 
was  a  regular  cutting  sneak  when  1  was  at 
school. — Dickens :  Olrvtr  Twist. 

Dodger  (common),  a  tricky  per- 
son, a  swindler.  Dickens  has 
immortalised  the  word  by  his 
chanicter  of  the  Artful  Dodger 
in  Oliver  Twist.  (Popular),  a 
dram.  (Provincial),  a  night- 
cap, hence  the  latter  meaning. 
(American),  this  term,  meaning 
a  round  roll  or  pat  of  maize- 
bread,  is  apparently  derived 
from  the  same  word  as  applied 


to  any  object  of  a  similar  shape 
(f^.,  in  yulgar  slang,  the  penit). 
In  Dutch,  dag  or  dagje  (en  end^ 
tje  dagg)  means  a  short  \At  of 
rope.  Dei  or  dc^e  is  also  a  ball 
of  wool,  ootton,  ftc,  generally 
spoiled,  decaying,  or  in  a  mass. 

Dodo  (old),  a  common  expression 
for  a  fussy  old  man,  or  de- 
crepit man. 

Dod-rottedest  (American),  a  eu- 
phemistic form  of  swearing; 
sometimes  **dod-f etched,"  "dod- 
gasted.'* 

Well,  sir,  there  was  the  iUd-rftUdnt 
machine  you  ever  saw.  A  moe4odung 
man  with  black  whiskers  was  turning 
away  at  a  big  'balance  •  wheel  made  of 
champagne  bottles.  —  Superior  InUr 
Ocetuu 

Dos^  (society),  a  man ;  a  gay  dog, 
a  jolly  dog,  a  careless  dog,  ^c 
Tke  word  dog  now  has  come  to 
mean  in  society  a  gentleman  of 
an  amorous  turn  of  mind,  who 
has  great  success  among  the 
ladies. 

(American),  dog,  dog-gomed, 
God  and  God  damned,  as 
it  is  popularly  explained;  it 
being  believed  that  dog  is  the 
word  God  reversed.  *'rU  be 
dogged"  is  the  common  form, 
and  it  is  really  never  used 
to  seriously  signi]^  anything  so 
extreme  as  eternal  condemna- 
tion. It  is  possibly  a  New  Tork 
word,  and  may  therefore  be  de- 
rived from  the  Dutch  cIm^oi, 
to  summon  to  judgment,  to 
arraign    If  this  be  so,  there 
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woQld  be  a  very  apparent  con- 
nection with  condemned. 

Dosf  \Aimg  dos^  (theatrical),  one 
actor  nngeneroosly  criticising 
another's  performance. 

Dogf-collar  (common),  a  stiff, 
stand-up  collar,  one  of  the  kind 
much  in  favour  among  dandies. 

Dogf  •  domed  (West  American), 
a  mild  form  of  swearing.  Pro- 
bably an  euphemism  for  God 
damned. 

Bird  declared  that  he  would  be  dog^' 
dumed  if  he  was  going  to  run  his  interior 
(he  called  it  by  some  other  name)  out  a-driv. 
ing  the  stock  any  further  ahead — dum^d 
if  he  would. — F.  Francis:  Saddle  and 
Moccasin, 

Doggery  (American),  a  partial 
anagram  of  groggery.  A  low 
drinking  place,  a  *'  rum-bucket- 
shop,"  a  "dive."  a  "gin-mill," 
a  "boozing-ken,"  a  "  rum-icile,** 
a  "  drunkery." 

Not  one  word  can  be  justly  said  against 
the  character  or  ability  of  any  of  the  nomi- 
nees. They  are  in  every  way  immensely 
superior  to  their  Democratic  opponents, 
who  number  among  them  as  far  as  the 
nominations  have  gone  half>a-dofen  do£^ 
/rr^keepers,  a  crooked  ex-gager,  a  police* 
court  shyster,  and  a  railroad  lobbyist. 
Two  or  three  other  doggeryAatt^r^  and  a 
lobbyist  or  two  and  Van  Pelt  will  be  added 
before  the  Democratic  nominations  close. 
The  "  Reds  •*  and  the  "side-show  "  people 
will  hardly  elect  any  of  their  men  unless 
they  are  indorsed  by  the  Democrats. — 
Chicago  Tribune. 

(Popular),  nonsense. 

Dogs  (Stock  Exchange),  New- 
founcUand  Land  Co.  Shares. 


Dog's  body  (nautical),  a  kind  of 
pease-pudding. 

Dog-shooter  (Royal  Militaiy  Aca- 
demy). Cadets  thus  term  a 
student  who  accelerates,  that 
is,  who,  being  pretty  certain  of 
not  being  able  to  obtain  a  com- 
mission in  the  engineers,  or  not 
oaring  for  it,  elects  to  join  a 
superior  class  before  the  end  of 
the  term.  An  allusion  to  a 
volunteer,  called  a  dog-ihooter. 

Dog's  nose  (common),  gin  and 
beer ;  "  so  called  from  the  mix- 
ture being  as  cold  as  a  dog*8 
nose,**  say  several  etymologists. 
It  also  applied  to  a  man  given 
to  whisky. 

Dog's  paste,  (popular),  sausage, 
mince-meat. 

Dog's  soup  (common),  rain  water. 

Dog  stealer  (common),  a  faceti- 
ous appellation  for  a  dog-dealer, 
who  is  generally  considered  as 
deserving  it. 

Dog's  tail  (nautical),  a  name  for 
the  constellation  Ursa  Minor, 
or  Little  Bear. 

Dog-town  (American),  a  colony 
of  prairie  dogs. 

The  prairie  dogs  had  colonised  in  a  part 
of  this,  the  upper  end  of  the  valley,  and  we 
traversed  a  dog-town  some  acres  in  extent, 
each  underground  habitation  of  which  was 
marked  by  a  little  heap  of  excavated  earth. 
F.  Francis :  SaddU  and  Moccasin, 

Doing  a  bishop  (army),  turning 
out  for  parade  at  short  notice, 
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Doing — Doli 


and  with  small  preparation  for 
cleaniDg  up,  &c. 

Doingf  a  tmnk  or  domg  a  shift 

(common),  attending  to  nature's 
needs. 

Doingf  a  nob  (circus  and  show- 
men), making  a  collection  of 
money  from  spectators  (Frost's 
"  Circus  Life  "). 
Possibly  from  the  gypsy  no6- 

Doingf  a  star  pitch  (theatrical), 
sleeping  in  the  open.  French, 
*'  concher  4  rh6tel  de  la  Belle 
£toil& 

Doing  it  on  the  d.  h.  (common). 
I  could  do  it  on  my  d.  A.,  i.f.,  on 
my  head,  is  a  vulgar  assurance 
of  being  able  to  do  a  thing  with 
the  greatest  ease. 

Doing  out  (American  thieves), 
a  device  by  which  a  thief,  if 
arrested  with  a  confederate, 
pleads  guilty  but  acquits  the 
other. 

Doing  polly  (prison),  picking 
oakum  in  jail. 

Doings  (American),  any  kind  of 
food,  but  in  most  instances 
applied  to  that  of  an  ordinary 
sort. 

Suppose  you  drop  roun'  ter-morrcr  an' 
take  dinner  wid  mc.  We  ain't  got  no  great 
doitu  at  our  house,  but  I  speak  de  old 
'oman  .  .  .kin  sorter  scramble  roun'  'em 
git  up  stunp'n. —  l/ncU  Remtts. 

Doing  time  (thieves)  refers  to  a 
term  of  imprisonment. 


Doldnuns  (nautical  and  provin- 
cial),  ti^able,  low  spirits,  worn* 
ment.  "  Jack  in  the  i>oMnMM  " 
was  the  title  of  a  tale  or  noreL 
Applied  sometimes  to  a  stonny 
place,  or  where  the  weather  or 
navigation  is  bad. 

For  then  I  most  surely  die. 

And  my  soal  tail  off  to  Doldrum''t  isle. 

Unless  some  one  pities  my  pain 

And  carries  me  down  where  the  waters 

boil. 
And  pitches  me  in  agmiiL 

— The  Song  qftJU  Mtrman. 

The  term  seems  to  have  be- 
come general  Probably  from 
dull  (with  the  sense  of  doleful), 
and  a  facetious  suffix,  as  in  tan- 
trums. For  other  derivations 
vide  Dr.  Charles  Mackay's 
"Gaelic  Etymology  of  the 
English  Language.' 


»* 


Dole  (Winchester  Ck)llege),  a  trick, 
stratagem;  from  the  Latin  cio/tM. 

Dollar  (city),  a  five-shilling  piece. 

DoUop  (old  slang),  a  lump,  a 
share.  To  share,  according  to 
Hotten,  derived  from  "dole 
up,*'  to  deal  out  in  small  por- 
tions.    Dutch,  deal^  a  share. 

The  old  gal  used  to  stow  a  whacking  k)C 
in  a  big  pocket  she  had  in  her  petticut.  and 
I  used  to  put  away  a  dolhp  in  the  busom 
of  my  shirt,  which  it  was  tied  roand  the 
waist-bag  hid  underneath  my  trousers  for 
the  purpose.  But,  Lor'  bless  yer,  some- 
times the  blessed  trade  would  go  that 
aggravattn'  that  we  would  both  find  oar- 
selves  loaded  up  in  no  time. — StX)en  Cnrus 
o/Londotu 

boll's  christenings  (provincial),  a 
party  consisting  entirely  of 
ladies. 


DoUy — Dommerar. 
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DoUy  (popular),  siUj,  fooliBh. 

"  You  are  a  chit  and  a  little  idiot,"  re* 
turned  Bella,  "  or  you  wouldn't  make  such 
a  doUy  tptedu"— Dickens :  Our  Mutual 
Fritnd. 

(Society),  a  ddtXy,  a  prostituto, 
a  street  walker,  short  for  dolly- 
mop ;  also  a  mistress. 

Drink,  and  dance,  and  pipe,  and  play, 
Kisse  our  dollies  night  and  day. 

— Herrick:  He^erides. 

More  modem  is  "  my  tart " 
for  "my  mistress." 

(Anglo-Indian),  Hindn,  dtUit 
a  present  of  fruit,  flowers,  and 
sweetmeats;  also  the  daily  offer- 
ing of  flowers  usually  made  by 
the  molly  {maJU)  called  "the 
molly  with  his  dolly."  In  some 
parts  of  India  the  eloUy  has 
g^own  into  an  extravagance  con- 
sisting sometimes  of  bushels  of 
fruit,  nuts,  and  confectionery, 
with  bottles  of  champagne  and 
liqueurs. 

(Tailors),  a  bit  of  cloth  used 
as  a  sponge. 

Dolly-mop  (common),  a  tawdrily 
dressed  servant  girl,  a  semi- 
prostitute. 

DoUy-shop  (common),  a  pawn- 
broker's shop  of  the  poorest  and 
lowest  description.  From  the 
Yiddish  dal  or  rfo/,  poor,  which 
suggested  the  hanging  up  a  doll 
as  a  sign  for  such  places. 

"That's  a  dollyshop"  said  the  green- 
grocer; "sort  of  pawnbroker's  without  a 
license,  where  they  charge  threepence  in 
the  shilling  per  week  on  what  they  lend 
you.  The  young  'an  went  there  to  raise 
a  sixpence,  I'll  be  bound.'*— /«!««  Grten- 
wood:  Thru  Hai/'Crovms. 


Dom  (Anglo-Indian),  a  very  low 
caste,  representing  some  very 
old  aboriginal  race.  It  was  fir8^ 
suggested  by  Charles  G.  Leland 
that  the  origin  of  the  Rom  or 
gypsies  should  be  sought  in  this 
oaste,  and  recent  researches  by 
Grierson  have  gone  far  to  con- 
firm the  conjecture.  Thus  D 
and  R  are  convertible  in  the 
Hindu-gypsy  dialects,  e.gr.,  dor, 
a  spoon,  and  rot.  And  while 
dom^  4omnij  and  ^omnipana 
mean  in  India  a  dom,  a  female, 
4om,  romni,  romnipana,  or  romni- 
pen  have  exactly  the  same 
meaning  in  gypsy  as  applied  to 
gypsies  and  g^psydom. 

Do  me  proud  (American),  equi- 
valent to  saying  that  one  is 
complimented  or  made  to  feel 
proud. 

•'  Sez  he,  '  You're  an  honour  to  your 
section.'  Sir,"  1  answered,  "you  do  me 
proud." 

Domine  Do-little  (old  slang),  the 
name  of  an  impotent  old  man. 

Domino  (nautical),  "a  common 
ejaculation,"  says  Hotten,  "  of 
sailors  when  they  receive  the 
last  lash  of  a  flogging."  The 
allusion  may  be  understood  from 
the  game  of  dominoes. 

Domino  thumper  (theatrical),  a 
pianisit. 

Dominoes  (popular),  the  teeth. 
French  slang,  jeu  dt  dominot. . 

Dommerar  (old  cant),  a  variety  of 
the  mendicant  tribe  who  pre- 
tend to  be  deaf  and  dumb. 
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Danmm — Dcnb^, 


These  dcmmtratt  are  lend  and  mo^t 
sftbtyll  people :  the  most  part  of  these  are 
watdi  men,  and  wyll  neuer  speake,  vnkne 
they  haue  extreame  ponishmcnL — Hmt' 
Caveat. 


Domum  ball  (Winchester  College), . 
a  ball  given  bj  the  snpeiBn- 
naated  college  prefects  on  the 
eyening  after  the  "men"  go 
hom9  for  the  Midsmnmer  hoU- 
days. 

Don,  a  contraction  of  the  Latin 
dcminu*.  It  is  a  oniTersity  term 
for  a  man  who  has  taken  his 
master's  degree..  It  is,  how- 
ever, generally  confined  to  rmr 
dent  M.A.'s. 

An  "OxfonJ  M.A"  writes :—" This 
University  has^  1  suppose,  been  always 
notorious  for  narrow-minded  bigotry ;  bat 
ought  the  general  public  to  be  allowed 

to  suffer  because  Mr.  ,  as  a  robusf 

Radical,  is  not  easily  stomached  of  the 
Tory  d(m  f  "—Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

(Winchester),  a  master. 

Dona,  donah  (th^trioal),  agirl,  a 
woman  ;  from  the  Italian.  The 
term  is  also  used  by  tramps, 
London  roughs,  &c. 

Of  course  you've  been  to to  see 

the  pantomime, 
Where  fairies  sport  in  clothes  so  smart, 

in  manner  quite  divine. 
Of  course  you've  seen  the  Fairy  Queen,* 

they  call  her  Mademoiselle, 
Well,  perhaps  you  won't  believe  it,  but 

that  donah  is  my  gal. 

— Gto.  Anthony :  Mary  turns 
the  Mangle, 

m 

Donaker  (old),  a  cattle  stealer. 

Done  (common),  outwitted, 
cheated.  . 


And  immediately  afterwarda  IbOows  a 
wclMcnown  theatrical  coatnmier,  who  has 
been  d0ng  in  the  matter  of  fancy  dresaei 
by  a  gentleman  ooonected  with  an  anateor 
dramatic  perfbnnance. — Tkg  Gm^kic* 

Done  also  means  exhausted, 
varied  to  "tfoneup;"  done  for 
himself,  injured  or  mined  him- 
self. 

Lord  Randolph  Ts  much  mistaken  if  he 
supposes  that  it  is  only  an  ariaCociatic 
friend  here  and  there  who  believes  that  he 
has  dome /or  \amat\[,—PeM  MeUl  GazetU. 

Done  brown  (common),  befooled, 
that  is,  oompletely  done. 

And  they  stared  at  each  other,  as  much  as 
to  say, 
**  Hollo !  Hollo!  here's  a  rum  go ! 
Why,    captwn?--my    lord!— here's    the 

.    devil  to  pay  1 
The  fellow's  been  cat  down  and  taken 
away  I 
What's  to  be  done?    We've  missed  all 
thefun ! 
Why,  theylClaugh  at  and  qub  us  all  over 

the  town, 
We  are  all  of  lu  tlone  so  Uncommonly 
Qvwfie* 

— Ingoldsby  Legends. 

'  Done-over  (popular),  intoxicated. 

Done  to  death  (society),  rei)eated 
ad  navseam. 

Wasted  a  shilling  in  Bond  Street  by 
going  to  Harry  Fumiss'  "Artistic  Joke:" 
Why  Artistic?  And,  emphatically,  why 
Joke?  Caricature  of  Academy  pictures 
done  to  death  in  comic  journals  with 
utmost  regularity  or  many  past  years.— 
S/orttng  Tifff*' 

Donkey  (nautical,)  a  seaman's  box 
in  which  he  keeps  his  clothes. 

(Printers.)  Compositors  are 
sometimes  called  dunkefg  by 
pressmen  by  way  of  retaliation 
for  calling  them  *'  pigs. 


» 
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Donkey-^DooK 
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Obodle-da^ier  (low),  one  who 
practises  onanism ;  cfoocUeidthe 
penis.   .. 


(Streets),  **.Who  stole  the 
.dtmkey  t  '*  This  was  and  still  is 
If  common  stireet  cry  in  Hounds- 
ditch  and  the  other  Hebrew 
qnarters  of  London  when  a  man 
wearing  a  white  hat  makes  his* 
appearance.  The  low  Jews  had' 
or  have  a  notion  that  ilo  one  but 
a  Christian— and.  certainly  no  .  I^)olpi«  <*^e«itn<»l).  a  penn'y  s^m^ 
Jew-rever  wears  a  white  hat..       .or  "AnlipeUfced  ^theatre,  ilnially 


Dookerin^  (gypBies)^  forttme- 
*  telling ;   from  ioorik,  to   prCn 
pljesy. 


They  also  have  a  saying  that  the 
*  Founder  of  Christianity  stole  the 
-donkey  on  the.back  of  which  He 
rode  inl^  Jerusalem.   Hence  the  • 
expression. 

(Common),  " Three  moreand 
up  goes  the  donkfy^^^  that  isj 
three  pennies  more  and  the  daif^  ^ 
key  will  go  .up  the  ladder.  This 
'  phrase,  used  by  mountebanks  to 
denote  that'  the  performanoe  i 
will  begin  when  the  sUm  re- 

•    quired  is  complete,  is  <iften  said 
mookingly  to  a  braggaxf  to  im- 

>     ply  disbelief  in  accouilt^of  his 
own  wonderful  performances. 

Donkey-ridini^MpopiilarJ,  cheat-    • 
.  ing  in  wei^ot  and  measure.  •  •■ 

Donny  (prison),  a  woman.  -  From 
the  Italian  doncu  % 

Don's  week  (taflors),  the.. week 
before  a  genef^  holiday. 

Don't  go  off  before  you  ^  start 

fAmerican),  a  coipmon  exhorta^ 

tion  to  any  one  not  to  *be  in 

,  "too  previous"  or  too  great  4 

.  hurry. 

• 

W^l,  hold  on  DOW.  I'm  gob'  to  tell 
yop.  Don't*  go  off  h^ore  you  start t  at 
de  darkey  saicf  to  de  baulky  miilt.~ 
BnuUtr  Boneu  ' 


•  fitted  up  in  a.  la^e  room  or  ^ 
oellar  in  a  po))uious.neighbour- 
liood.    The  eminent  tragedian, 

'  Chkrles  biUon, .  emergqd  from 

•  <{neof  these  Jn  his 'youth,  and 
handsome   Conway,    once  .  the  • 
spoiled    c^ild  o^^  faishion,,  ad- 
mired and  idolised  by  the.belleil 
of  Balh — ^notably  b^**Madame 

.  Piozzi  (Johnson.'s  Mrs.  Thralfe) 
-^found  a  temporary  refuse  ^at 

,  OQe  of  them  when  driv^nt-frqm 
'^he.palenttbeati;p8  by  the  brutal 

*  persecution  of  "th^t  ferocious 
literary  rufiian,  Theodore  Hook*' 
(byron).  There*  are  tbree'  or 
tour  performaaees  a  night.'  at 

•  'a  'dookUt  and  the  audience '  ia 
f^il&Uy .  composed  f  of  juvenUe 
haliots  and  thieves,  if  any  of 
these    places    of    resort    still 

. ,  flourish  at  the  !East  End.  . ' 

Pookin-cove,    a    fortune-teUer ; 

•  Irom   the  gypsy,  ctookering   or 
.  'dukkerin^  telling  fortunes.         .*' 

Doornail, <fead«s a.;  VideD^Ah 
.  Afi  A  Tent  PsG. ' 

'poor  steps  (Whitechapel  slai^g); 
VUoes  of  "bread'and  bntterf^  *'  I 
say,  ^vnor,  give  us  a  pei)B0Tth 
.of  weak  and  twodoow  itepi,**- 


.  • 


•  % 


.• 


••• 


•  •  • 
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iSo  'over-^Dassers. 


•Do  ov«r  (popular).  Mid  cvf  wAj 
one  who  is  intinuito  (okhkUj) 
with  a  woman. 

Oope,  to  (American).    Doping  ii 

the  fltupifying  men  with  tobaooo 

'  prepared  in  a  peculiar  waj,  as 

•^  ^he  gypsies  of  old  wefe  wont  to 

use  DaiUra  iiramonium.    fropi 

old'cant  dopCt  ^  simjileton,  dupe. 

.Nine  Out  of  tto  mloons  in  the  shunA 
employ  do^htg  as  a  means  to  increase  their 
illicit  revemie. — Amtrkmm  ifiw^t^tf, 

•  Dopey  (old  cahti),  a  beggar's  trull ; 
thepodex;  the  buttocks;  Seot- 
■  tic^,  a  dxAkp^ 

Doras  (Stock  Exchange),  South- 
' .  Eastern  Railway  Defcmd  Or- 

.   dinary  Stock.    , 

» 

DoM  (thieves');  a  sentence  to  im- 
,  prisooment .  To  giro  a  man  his 
do9t^  or  pivoish  him,  doubtless 
comes  from  a  dmt  of  me<JDcine, 
bat  it  .is  not  impossible  the  Yid- 
dish (foM,  don  or  daitz  (Chaldalc), 
meaning  the  law,  has  influenced 
the  word  in  this  peculiar  cafe.  • 
(Old  cant),  a  burglary.   ' . 

Doshed,  I'm,  an' exclamation  *of 
sifrprise,  akin  to  "  dashed."    • 

Doss  (tramps   ai^d   popular),    a 
bed.  ■ 

As  the  sombre  shades  of  evening  begin 
t6  cast  their  darkeqing  shadows  over  the 
earth,  the  majority  of  the  troops  will  retnm 
to  their  respective  qnarterS;  and  soon  after 
nine  o'clock  the  greater  number  will  be 
comfortably  tucked  in  doss  (bed)  for  the 
night. — PatttrtoH  :  Lift  in.  Mr  Jtankt, 

Dr.  Charles  Mackay  jays : — 
"  Hotten  supposes  it  to  be  doired 


from  *^dosQ,'  as  a  place  to  sleep 
fai ;  or  quite  as  Ukely,"  ho  adds, 
"  from  flsrN^  the  back.  Itia,how- 
«Ter»  most  likely  from  msltker 
of  these,  but  from  the  Gaelic 
tfst,  a  he4goor  bush  und^  wbic^ 
tramps  ftaj  ofleniind  their  only 
available  resting-plaoe  for  the 
-  night— the  money  failing  them 
to  secure  a  shelter  in  a  low 
lodging-house. "  Aoooiding  to 
Dr.  Brewer,  *'  Dost  is  a  hassock 
full  of  straw,  a  Jted — property  a 
•  stnnsbed.  Z^sMit  is  a^i  old  word 
for  a  buAdle  of  hs^  or  s^w.'* 
This  deritation  is  the  more  pro- 
bfble,  and*  is  borne  out  by  the 

*  -French  slang '.word  fSten,  bed, 
,*  from  fian^  straw^  Itraw  I>ed, 

whioh   has   given  yiosiier   to 
'  sleep,  modernised  into  jmohoct. 
It  also  means  sleep. 

There  m  only  -about  on*  of  them  in 
London  fliere  a  felldii^  can  do  a  oomfort- 
able  don^  and  that  i^St  Pancras'a.  —Tk^ 
"Fndur:  Sketdus  m  SJksdy  Placet. 

'  The  au|;bor  of  "Sketches  in 
Shady  Places  "f^maxka :— "D^itt, 

. '  slang  t^rm  for  slfiep — ^meaning 
to  '  lie  on  .the  back.'  On  exa- 
mination it. will  startle  obf  to 
find  how  many  of  these  .Tulgar- 

.'  isms  are  derive^  direstlj'  from 

•  th6  learned  li^iguages.** 

• 

Dosser,,  the,   the   frither   of   a 
family.  From  provindalisBi  dot, 
.  a  *'  masher.*' 

Dossers  (ooiaiimon)/  ezplained  by 

quotation.  •  • 

The  "  'apyy  dnstrs  **  are  Um  wrecdicd 
jpcople  wlio  roais  abAnt  .ihr.su eat  lnouw 
leM,  knd  cnMp  in  ta  s|pe|>  on  the  stairs,  b 
nnt^rhanmd 


•  ■ 


I 

Doss-kotise-^Dotfy. 
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lodging>houses  with  the  doofs  open  nl^it 
ami  dky.—Ctarge  S.  Stmt :  How  tkt  Poor  • 
Lrvg, 

Dost-honae  (tnunps  apd  thieves), 
a  lodging-houfle,  especially  the 
•    common  lodging-hous^  where 
'  beds  are  f oorpenoe  a  night. 

Doasixifi^-crib  (costermongers),  a 
low  lodgifig-honse. 

DoM,  tcy  (tramps,  popular,  fta), 
fo  sl^p.    yidt  Dos& 

A  newspaper  sheet  I  will  kcmowj 

*AiAl  nak^  up  my  face  very  white. 
There  -will  be  a  ichlenioizle  to-morrow, 
I  shall  doss  in  the  Square  to*night. 
' —Snorting  Thms^ 

D08S7  (popular),  el^^t;    yery 
.  <ioMy,  in  elegant  style.  * 

• 

Joe  Capp  made  a  resolve  a  little  while  . 
ago  when  on  t^'e  eve  <A  a  ma^hyig  expedi- 
tion  to  do  the  whole  thing*  very  dossf.  * 
"  Ere  dom  it,"  Aid  Joe,  "  yel^  la'ads  aU 
go  about  in  shiny  bbots,  steerewth  an'  all, 
ajod  111  have  a  pair,  see  if  I  woani.*-'- 
sporting  Times. 

An  extremely  elegant  cloak 
was  formerly  termed  a  dotiol,  * 

'  Hence  perhaps  the  expression. 

■  t 

Dot  (nautical),  a  Tibbon ;  a  dot 
'    drag,»a  watch  ril^bon.        *    ' . 

Do  the  high,  to  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity), to  walk  up  and  down  the 
High  Street  on  Sunday  even- 

Ings.  •    •       .  \ 

■  • 

Do  time,  to  (po^ul&r),  to  serve, 
one's  time  in  prison. 

Boms  is  about  fifty-seven*  yefirs  old,  and 
has  a  national  reputation  as  an -expert 
orackignan.    He'lua  dotu  timt  in  JoUct, 


S<Dg  SiAg,  and  Nashville,  Tens.    He 
pi4'deCked  froifl  theJatter  instituUop  one 
yefer  ^go,  after  serving  three*quarters  of  a  ' 
ten  years'  sentence. — tnior  Ocoa/^  «  . 

Do  to  tie  to  (American),  tmat- 
worthy;,  fit  to  a|»ociate  with. 

The  only  juife  class  of  dtixens,  the  (^aiis  . 

^hat  will  do  to  tig  to,  are  tho^.who  believe 
lA  the  condign  punishment  of  all  cHme — 
^ho  believe  that  a  Government  is  great, 

«^not  in  proportion  as  it.  forgives  crimiOifls, 
but  in'  proportion  as  it  punishes  them  ind 
eaTorces  la#  and  order.     It  will  be*  a  dark 

'  day  for  the  Republic  when  this  cla«  shall 
not  outnymber  both  of  the  others  tiomr 
fained. — India$tapoUs  Joumdl. 

•  ■  ■   . 

Dots  (American),  items  of  infer- 
'  matioQ. 

"Lieutenant  Arnold,"  he-  continued;  ^ 
"remarlced  he  coulcf  give  dots  on  a  gieat 
.  Blny  of  them ;  that  one — averypromtnei.l 
one — naming  him,  waS  in  the  habh  of 
vbiting  a  house  south  of  the  avenue  twice 
a  week.  1  said  that  is  noue  of  our  bu^* 
.Bess ;'  thovgh  we  might  know  these  thin^. 
ofikdailyj  we  do  ^ot  kliow  them  in  any 
mher  capacity."— CA£oit^  TrUumd.' 

(Popular),  money.. 
•  * 
.  pptter  (low)*,  a  penny-a-liner,  a. 
•  teporter. 

•  J)ottle  (popular),  a  well-coloured 
.  black  stump  of  a  clay  pipe. 

Dotty  (popular),  cracked,  sMly. 

She's  sent  away  the  chairs,  and  t^e  carpet 
off  the  stairs,  .  .  , 

I'm  gtttiug  just  as  lean  as  any  gRost^   . 
The  bedstead  And  the  drawers  have  been 
- '  -  sacrificed  l^ecanse 
She  went  do/tj^  through  that  dreadful 
•     Parcels  Post.  -  -Sot^. 

Ah  apf>ellation  used  for  one's 
man  by  females  of  the 'lower. 
.  classed  or  prosUtates. 


f 


f 


■ 


!- 


• . 


3?4 


boubU—rDown\ 


•' 


■*         -  •     • 

Double  (thievei),  a  timiiiig;^in  u      DiuUet  (tiuo^e^),  »  ipurioQp  diar   , 

•  •road.        ••  •       .        •        moQd.-   ••    *      *  .    . 


%.  * 


'    •  •  •    . 

.1  ha4  nqt  Deen,  at  ■  Sutt6n  very  long 

before  I  piped. a  ilavey-.eoine  out  -of  a 

'*  .  .•diat  (hoH^ej,  so;  when  slie  Itad  0Ot  a  Ut(le 

V^^^up  the  daubUt  1  'praxied  (w^t)  jato 


•  •      • 


.• 


'Dough,  |>i|ddii)g*  at  pubfio^  and 
military  soboMS.  .* . .    *   :  ' 


,  nxptioB  «"o< • "  cCo  over,"  *<ir  dp.'! 
qyer  agaiiii  .  .      -  * 

*  Dovers  ^StQck  ISxchaqge),  South-. 

DOuble-^oUhl6/ to  jput  0a  tiie,  tf  .  ^  ^gj^tstem  Railway Ordiiiai78to6k.' 

.  i)roces8  Wherein  a  thief  r  having      v  "  •  •  '  •  '  \ 

arranged  w;tli;other  thiev^B' to      Etowd  .  (popular),    for    ^owdy;  ' 

t   1^- —  — ^   „^  ♦vJ*  «.!,*„  ^'„*        .' showily  dressed.     * 

•  .     -•  •       •         , 

■,    But  a  cnim|ny  old  Uber^  dbtieL, 


Doubie-brea^ted   fefct  (tidlon), 

clubfeyel.;*  ..        .      .  .   • 


lose  a  race,  so  that  they  pa^ 
*  safel}^  '  *  lay  '\  against  hini,.'dt- 
ceive^  them  a^d^nms  to  win. 


,  % 


With  bare  ^hovldcn  by  acres,  bid  boy.. 

DbuWc  eycnt.((>omm(m)/prpp^ly  . '  powlas.  aooorditog  to'Hott^,  a  ••  • 
.•a:.techfiiQal  term  useden  the, .  ^u^V-drapii.:   I>v^  la  a  kind     . 
'.    turf  w]ien  a  man  bets  on  both         ©f  jtowelUng.       •      "  * 
sid^s  to  meet  ei^hef  aonthigency  *        ;  .  , 

.      —used  in  a  slangy  senao.  '  Dowling^  (8hxev8bilry^,Sohooiy.    . 

*-■'*•'■  ■•  '•*•••  *. 

*DearSir— Un^ueStiopablytho^bsad^  •   .    There  are  Sour  or  fivepuapttlsory  games 
'  lithihgras  luq)c.    The  other  night  I  was    ,  a   week    (foothall)   known    as  devtHngs 
• .  Under  the  impression  that  I  shouki  hav%       iJi«Sk<uii.—Ev9^fiay  Lift  in  Mtr  JPmHic 
-.  two  stalls  for  the  Haymarkct.    iffxuB^afi^  "     ScJMls.   . 
*.  ■  ^   .    .   otieto.an  Aged  I^ebcaic  tart>    As  iTdisittcr.  . 

•        of  fact,  I  on|y  gjpt  one,  which,  in  th^m-   ,  po^ij^  .(thieve^),  sasf^oipB,  alarm,  • 
•  *..;    t^rcsjs  oT your  paper,  I  natiimlly  fitted.    I       •  ^^  disC^werv  which  ObUges  one 
thorou^\r.  diWoyed  my-  evening.^d  '  ^       ^  bu^eis  or 

the  ^gedp/»e  wont  speak  fo  me  DOW.    Such     .      *^  *♦«»«»»  *»w*t*  vuic   v«umu«»o  w 

a  iM/e  oftnt  is  orfly  due  to  luck.— You^  , ,  ,  do^redatioa  Bef  Was  engaged  in. 
/         siiicerrfly,       *  ^r»  Waltbr.  • .      '.     (Popidar),  to  bo  «'*cioim  in,'* ' 

•       ThcPpofcries.         .   —S^trnfTinu^  ..  -    •  .• 


•  I 


Dpuble-fion   (low).,  a  tea-pound 
note.  '  *  •     .       • 


Double  lines,  (naptic^),  ships* 
casualties,  prom  the  mipde  of 
entei^iDg  in  ])ookB  at  Lloyds'. 


to  be  at  a  low  ebb)  lacking  in, 

*  ont  of.     *^  Donoh  in  blunt,**  lack- 

.  ing  money. '   *'  Down,  upon  <me's. 

'  Itlck,'*'*  uzLfortnaate.  *  .Perhaps 

originally  "ffomi  in  one's  luok.* 


«u«.c    *i««    v-*y^"^/.    p-po        .        te-'VdwH  m. the. mouth," 
casualties,    prom  the  mode  of       •  *  .  ^  ,      ,*  ««-««/«.«, 

.dejected,  .  disconsolate,..  oieM- 

falien.'  • 


•  Doubles  (printers)'.  ,  If  i.comppsl-         But  what  have  ydujpt  to  say  f2fr  yo«-  ! 

•  .   tor  repeats  a  Uile  or^ntence  in      !#•  •'^^^  ^^'W^*!?  «e  here.  ^^      . 

'^  .         .       .         .  J.  v     %  <<*  f^  momth,  health,  bittot;  and  every 

composmg,  he  is  said  to-h^ve.  ..ji^g.,,^,«cWiki   Dkkmi.^  Olhir 
.  xtode  a  cfottWe.  .  '     '   Twt,      ' 


•» 


I- 
« 


V 

•  ••■ 


•# 


Down — ibowny. . 
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To  be  '*.i2bipi»'  on  pne,"  to  be 
opposed  to,  to  lose  np  oppoi^- 
tunity  fcj^  prmishmg,  to  main- 
tain constant  enmity  or  ill-will. 

My  pa  b  a  bbhop  of  spotleft  reijowrf, 
On  all  that  b  naufhty  hU  revetBnpe  is 

.  But  \  should  delight  in  the  sight^'of  the 

,  town,  .       . 

;    Yet  am  doomed  to  the  utmost  propriety ! 
—f^targg  AtOJkffMji :  TJUCUrzr-- 
man's  DOMf^ef, 

Down  a  pit  (theatrical),  defp^ 
rately  smitten  wtth  a^part. 

Pown-easter  (West  American),  a' 
person  from  tbe  east.   .     .       .'  ^ 

A  *'  ^ooden-musged  daaun-eatt^*  vdth 
bushy  eyebrows,  ind  <iuick,  twihkling 
eyes,  who  sang  over  and  oftr  Sigain,  "  Oh,  . 
my  little  darling,  I  love  you  1  Olr,  my  IHtle 
darling,  yes,  I  do!"  had  the  s•cond^in* 
*  charge.—/'.  Frtutcu:  SaddU  and  MoC' 
cmsin, 

'.  •  ' 

Downed  (English  and  American), 
Gonqnered,  tricked,  cheated. 
Literally  not  getting  thiB  upper 

hdnd.       •  ■••.*• 

■      *  '-  '    . 

*'  Then  this  itooney  may  ease' your  dis> 

tress— 


m 

Down'  on  the  tlbd  rock  (West 
American),  penniless. 

I  wa&  mighty  hju^  up  at  the  tjihe-^right* 
dawn  ok  ike  bed  rock-^-^iXi^  ir  is  just  po»* 
aible  that  I  may  have  been  monkeying  with 
the  cards  a  Ut(lek-T-^.  Francis:  Saddle 

■      ;       .     *  .•  .     ' 

Downa^   tl^e    (thijsyes),    Tothil) 
Fiel^" prison.  .  * ..  •  V 

Donta  the  road  (popnlaiO,  stylish, 
in  fashioiiable  style: .  • 

•     .  ■■  . 

Pqwn  tQ  the  f^atioA  (English  an4 
'  ASRericanr),'    thoroughly,    com- 
pletely ;  ^'  right  np  to  the  handle,*'. 

-  .  that  salts  m^cMmi  to.iAe^otcmf. 
It  implies  probat)ly.  from  tqp 

.  '  to  bottom. 

..■•";■ 

Downy   (common),  .to    do   -the 

downy ^  to. keep  in  bed  ill  the 

.morning* 


• 


»    Thisll .  never  do  .  .  «  cutting  chapel  to  . 
^  Uie  donmy^—C,  BeeU  ;  Verdant  GreeM, ' 

^    (Popular   and  tiiieyes),  cun- 
*     nine,  skilfuL 

,  U^>p%r*  b^ijamins.  built  on   a-  dpwny 
jAan. — Slang  Aavertisemtnt.'^    *. 

•  "  I  8ty>pose  you  don\-  \^now  what   a  * 
But  I  hope  I'm  not  sold;  'tWt  the  truth  y«d^    ^png  is  ?  "  said;  th«  .Dodger  ihQurtifully.' 
havetoki?"  '    •    '  '    *      "I    am)   I'd- scorn  to  be  anything   else 

VThe    truth,    sir!"    she  •  murmured.  •     — so's  k^harleyt   sd^  Fagin.   so's   Sikes, 

M'tf  Kancy,  so's  Bet..  60  .we  alf  are,  down 
to  tlie  dog.  4nd  he^  t^  dqmnnesi  one  of 
the \tfL i "—Dickens:  Oliver  TwiiC. 


-.'•M'yesi:     ■      .     • 
But  therein  .she  Ked,  .'twas  a  stratagem 
"wide," 
She'd  a  couple  of  pals  in  the  "  plant ;  '^ 
And  the  straoger  was  downed. 

—Sperting  ^Hmtes.' 

»     '  ■  ■  •         . 

■  ■ 

D6wner  (popular),  a  .sixpence. 
According  to  Burrow,  from  fhe 
gypsy  word  tawn^  or  little  dne. 
The  word  s^ms,  hpwever,  to  be  a 


•  A  "(ioir»y-foye,".  a  cni^tilng 
'    f cUqw*,-  one Vbo  ^*  knpWs  what's 

o'clock.'*  An  allusiqn  to  his 
.  having  the  upp^  hand?  in  his 
, '  dealings  with  others. 

Dewt^Aootlnff  cbye^  tbfe  fair  'tt»;  a  mug 
like  Ihat  ought  to  W  Vor^K  a  fort)in«f  to 


t    > 


variant  of  "  deaner,**  Whi6h  see."  \  Wih.:^/.  Greenwood:  iHek  J^etk/U,  • 


•   • 
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Donmy-^Drag. 


Downy  Bibte  (tailors},  oomiptiioii 
of  Donfij  Bible;  'eqidvalent  to 

''aocordiiiff  to  Cooker/' 

•      •  .  .- 

• 

Dowry  (common),  a  very  great 
deal,  an  ezcess.*  •Hotten  says 
thia  is  probably  from  tl^e  gypey, ' 
but  thpre  10  nothing.Uke.it 
in  J^mai^y.  It  is  jvst;  pos- 
sibly from  the  Yiddish  io^wor^  a 
tiling  (01^.  word) ;  dawrin  btUii^, 
im,  snperflaons  things.  Powor 
would,  like!fi0t,  refer  to.  pro- 
perty. .  .    . 

• 

Dowser  (popular),  a  man  who  tells 
fortunes ;  a  kind  of  wicard  who  ■ 
pretends  to  be  able  to  fiad  ji^sSter 

•  or  treasures  by  .means  of  a  diyin- ; 
.ing-rod. 


mysterieit  of  JMiflon  and.  reme- 
'  dies,  snggestmg  '*  up  to  tcap '' 
inSnglishfllang. 


DrafUiig  on-  t|f^  camp  (Austra- 
lian^ dzplained  by  quotation. 

it  u  generally.  oAed,  b  a  rtrf  pretty  pei^ 
.  ibrmanot  lojnratch,  if  it  is  well  done.  Fiat 
of  all  a  yaiall  wt6\>  is  cat  off  from  the  main 
body  of  the  cattle,  anddriven  gently  away 
far  a  little  distaoce,  and  t{lea  alfcwed  to 
stand.  This  is  the  nodeus  of  the  draft 
nlob,  for  no  beast  will  st%iid  sdll  a  lanifnt 
by  itself,  and.  one  of  the  hands  is  tol^  off 
to  watch  thflm.  Od«  or  two  men  then  ride 
jn  among»the  cattle,  and  dn&  oat  the  aoH 
they  want,  oo^at  a  time,  w^f  tka  r«t  of^ 
^th^  hadds  tide  roond  t^  campandkaep 
the  caUle  from  breaking  away. — Fimck-. 


Doxy*,  (canting),    a   mistBpsa,   a    .. 

•  "moll,**    generally  used    in   i 
disreputable  sense^  but  "^i  tfaie  *.*' 

.   West  of .  England  women  fre-, 
quently  call  %h^ir   little   |;ir)a. 
'doxies'  in* a  familiar  and  en- 
dearing €ense  "  (Hotten).    This, 
probably  is  the  original  mean-  * 

'     irig.  •  •         ,%  ' 

'        •         •  •  • 

Lastly  I  will  cleavt  to  my  dotry,  wap  » 

stiffly,  and  will  bring  Kcr  duds.-^JL^^  cf 

Bamfflde  Mocrt  Carfim.         •  .*    . 


D9  yoH  see  anything  greeo  inmy  - 
eye?  (popular),  Doyouthii^  that* 
I  am  to  be  taken  in.  or  gulled. 
"Green"  is  a  synonym  for  im- 
sophistioated,    simpla-jnindedj 
the  equivalent  in  French  b^ng  * 
,  comiehon,  a  gherkin',  alluding  to 
ihe  colour. .   .         .   ^ 

•       ■  • 

Drab  t gTpsy  )*  poison  or  medic  ine ; 

♦'up  to  dta6,"  knowiAg  all  the. 


WOODAIIS 


•  • 


Drag  (low);  a 
when  ^tssonfed  by  men  Idr  a 
ftolio  or  a  frand:  '  When  a 
'*  molly,"  or  jQma%.  man,*dre8Mi» 
like  a  girl,'  'for  ifnmoral .  por- 
p6ses.  He  is  saA  to  be  "on 
the  c(p^.'*  .*}n  Bugland  and 
^merioa  tfra^-balls  are^  held,  at- 
wliioh  tlie  young  men  •  v^ 
dressed  like  women,  and  wom^n 
Veiyoftenlik^meii.  Somi^dm^- 

.   V^LUs,  wifi^out  any  of  the  female 
.    ^  element,  and  ktte&ded  by  sodi^ 

'  mites,  take  place  opoasioDaUy'in 
.  L^don. 

\  ,  XThibves),- a.  term,  of  ihiee 
.  months^  imprisoftment,  teimed 
*^sq  y  tray  modnii." 

.  .  .  Bot  neither  ^nnffy  (Rcetcs,  the 
identifier)  qor  Mae  (Madntyre)  knew  m^ 
so  I' got  a  drf»£t  and  was  sent  Ift  the  Steel. 
;   '^H9ftl^:j9tti$ig%/rim  Jail.        , 

Well,  sir,  as.  I  was  sayini^  1  only  got  a 
dragSfX  thai  laft  job.  Qh.  I  beg  pardoo, 
a  4lrag  meam   three    months.     Three 


•         1 


Drag — Draw. 
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tlrvf.— Jamil  Crrrm^^ :  Stun  Ytart' 
PtmmS  Stnitadt. 

(PopDbu-),  to  go  upon  s  Arag, 
to  go  ftbovt  for  pleuare. 

Also  a.  lore,  triok,  fltratagnm. 

Dngged  {UUors),  behind  time. 

Di»CT^'y  (thleTM],'iobbii]g  pro- 
pertj  from  carts  or  cftbt.  (fto- 
vinciatj,  draggia^  -  time,  the 
evenii^;  of  a  cotmtiT'  fair  day, 
when  the  jonog  men  begin 
kiaaiiig  the  girls  and  pnU  them 

Dntsxii^  the  pnddJos  (tailor*), 
getting  the  sack  jnst.  iMfore 
ChTi>tiaa«.     '     .    '       . 

.Drsgeleteil  (oommon),  a  <Srt7, 
drunken  womao  ;  a  prostUnte . 
of  the  tovrest  clsaa. 


B  (tbieTN),  a  tblef  .wbo 
roba  caniagea  bj  elimbii^  tip 
behind.-  •.      .' 

Dr^a(eommoo),ft  Arinlc  .■ 

"A  Jrain  lor  ititboy^'miiTiA^iuil  I 


Whtn  1  foA  m  ypuBff  nun  of  ftboul  two 

uid  twtniy,  1  loditd  i(i  LUtIf  A^fylL 
Smci  (out  of  RcgoiE  Stmt),  vkI  hiving 
.ID>UcE>^flt  rr[endi  wilh  llw  nighl  bobby, 

irl|»  w  dutr— 1b  bit  roDiu,'  I  coiilif  illtl 

ins'diiiuiH  which  wu  awful' and  liu^uc! 
—S/trtnrTlmtt., 

Drmiita   (American],  -  a  tril>ntar7 

o<  a  large  riTec   ,  Wjuhlilgtoii  , 

Irving  in  "  Aatarea ''  thaa  asea  . 

'     the  phnue:  ."Aboat  noon,  the 


tiaveiJerB    raaohAd   the  irtthu 
and   brooka   thai    formed   the 
bead  ffa^rs  of  the  river." 
(Naitical),  the  cook  on  board 

Dimper  (old),  ali^draper,  a  public^  - 
house  keeper.  The  term  seems 
,to  Itave  4  tacetiooB  origin,  un- 
leu  It  be  a  boiraption  of  "ale- 

.  dropper."  Shalupeare  baa  alt- 
draper  for  a  poblican. . 

DnU  it  (popnlar),  a  femioioe  ab,- 
-  .  juration    exprewive    of    con- 
tempt ^OT    angen    errraieQasly   . 
snppo«ed .to  be  a  corrnptionof 
tlie  vulgar  curse,  "  God  rot  it  I !' 

It  is  a  form  of  dreadetk  or  drtad 

and  dmd,  tear  ot  dread  (Aaglo- 

SaioD).    A«t  ocpnra  iq  Hen 

,    Plofrman  and  Gay  ol    Wac-^ 


Draw    (■portiqz   ar 
'  a  strife  whIchM  wit)iont  result. 
From  "  a  drawn  game." 

Tbc  tinfl  iccnu  to  be  nigh  wh«n,atl 
"  int«iut)o<ud "  contwii  will    eod -h 
<<ma>.     Ii  ii  Ihe  uiuil  file  < " 
crickcnnatcha.— ^(..yM'w 

Baid  of  ao  J  play,  perfon 
or  eihl6itioa  when  it  la  a  auc- 
Ciea^and  attntots  people.' 

W-  - — ■>  I""  reliiiooi  BiterinbE  in 


hoprtattj.    It  wu  uiwtl     . 

^tt^Jt  <d  Whnblaraod,  ind  It  prtved 

ETQwipg,   «nd   very  noq  U»   hiU  ■ 
crowded. — BvmMg  t/niH. 


Um- 


v 


3^8 


Draw, 


Oh^   the    shsuks  are '  most    <9)anniiigly 
blended,  *    '        •  ♦ 

And  the  fit  without  flaw, 
A/id  the  hat  quite  a  draw. 

• 

(Cricket),  a  draw  is  a  hit  made 
.    with  the  surface  of  the  bai  in- 
•     clin^d. 

(American),  a'W^sten^  term 
applied  to  the  cattle  wf^ch*  a 
.cowboy  employ^  could  pick 
up,  or  plainly  steal,  for  his 
master.     ,         .•  '      . 

•  • 

t  could  have  raised  quite  a  nice  bunch 
of  cattle  in  a  twelvemonth..  Half  the 
d'raw^  was  worth  Sometlyng  /hoM  timesl 
T^F.  Francis  i  Saddle  and  JtfoccdnH.    * 

•  •  ■  •  ■ 

Sniall  glades,  glens,  or  valleys. 

We  had  Jeft  the  flats  hehind^  and  were 
now  ih  ^  rolling  country,  i^tersectl^  by 
grassy  draws,  or  miniature  valfeys,  which 

a.  ^fibrded  .  the  finest    Icind    of  shelter    for  ^ 
cattle.  -^  F.    Francis :  $addU  und  SUk* 

'  0^uin,  , 

"  • 

(Coraraon),  to  draib,  to  *tak^' 
in,  circumvent..  •     , 

(Military)/ to  dfaWf  an  abbre- 
viation of  *•  to  draw  the  badger/'  •, 
explained  by  quotation^^  .    . 

•    *  A  young  officer  ox\  first  joining  was  sub-** 
jected  to  all  sorts  6f  practioaf  jokhig.  ... 
Practical  joking  was  indeed  a  pecognised 
insthution.  .  «  .  Its  usual  ijianifestatibnt 
were  aratvif^  k  man  Who  had  returned  ' ' 
from,  mess,  tarly,  and  "  making  hay  '*  of 
his  furniture  aiid  property.  -.  ,  .  A  party 
of  half-a-dozen  wild  yaung  subalterns,  liM 
probably  by  a  festixT  captain,  would^aftet  * 
a    heavy  "guest   ni£lit» '  proceed,  to    the 
victim'^  room.  .  .  <»  JPerhaps  the  ino&te 
would  be  made  to  stand  in  tjit  middle  of  : 

-'  the  -rCH^m  in  his  night-ihirt,  -^nd  sing  a    . 

.  comic  song.    Ocaasionall^,  he  -MTOtt^d.,  be 
earned  downslair<t,  where  he  Was  made  to 

.  stand  on  the  mahlelpiece   of  the  ante-  . 
fooin,  and  order*  drinks  all  round.  .• .  ^ 


We  \now  ofiooe  officer,  who,  in  his  ni^rt- 
shirt,  was  made  on  a  ookl  winter's  night 

*  to  stand  outside  the  window,  on  the  Ibdge. 
— C«^ftvnc:  UniUd  Stroke  G^MgtU. 

(Boxing    and    pdpnlar),    to 
'  "driMw  or  tap  the  claret,"  to 
**  di^fo  the  oork,"  to  make  the 
nose  bleed. 

This  is  technically  called  drmwinf  the 
claret,  and  is  followed  .up  hy  "practice 
in  «che  ^chool*room  "  by  a  black  eye  and 
a  bloody  noait.-^Di/mg :  LMmgk  m$td 
Letuyt.  • 

(University  and  popular )»  to 
vex,    to   infuriate.    It   is    nn-. 
donbtedlv    a    met^hor    frpor 
**dmwing  a  badger/*  Le,,  seAd- 

*  ii\g  in  a  badger-tdrrier  to  worry 
him  ont :  ^hi6h  4n  its  torn  is. 

.  probably  a  metaphor  from  the 
badgers  l:^ng'-  ocQasivnalty^ 
drag^^  out  by  the  boll-dog  or 
bfuiger-honzkd.  &o  in,  ilystralia 
one  speaks  of  ",drawing  a  *pos- 

*  *  sum. 


f> 


Draw  a  bead,  to  (American),  ifae 

Western  hunter  or  traf^r  in 

*.   taking  aim  does  so  wi^t^  -de^ 

'    'liberate  precision,    fie   sloWly 

nS^es  fhe-'/fiont  sight^^.wludh 

.  in  Appeaiance  is  like  a  be^d,  ta 

* .-  a  level  with  the  bank  sieht,  and 

when  the  two  are  in-  a  line  4ie 

immediately  firea-^heiice.  the 

•  ex^rfessipn,  ftnd  in  colloquial  us«' 

it  has  come  to  signify  «a  attack 

upon  one.  *   •  •  . 

•'Draw  blanks^  t<K(Ainencan),  to 
'  fa^,  Bus^/gr'be  d^si^ipoittted. 


■  • 

<c 


Have  yoo  any  invisible  ink  T  " 

*    •     She  sighed      . 
In  a  wKispef;      * '    * 
.  Tb^hfe  clel^k. 


••** 


•  •• 


.   « 


•  ' 


■s  •• 


nrtriiiirrv 


1*  • 


Draw, 
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"  We  have  it,  and  of  the  best  "— 

He  replied ; 
"  Do  3rou  know  how  to  make  it  work  ?  " 
*•  Oh,  it  isn't  for  me,  but— 
The  nice  young  man 
Who  writes  to  me  often — 

Thanks  1 
Ma  opens  my  letters,  and. 

After  this, 
I  propose  that  she  shall— 
Draw  blanks" 

— C.  G.  Ltlandy^ 

Draw  boy  (trade),  a  superior 
article  marked  at  a  low  price, 
placed  in  his  window  b  j  a  shop- 
keeper to  attract  customers ; 
not  intended  to  be  sold,  but  only 
to  act  as  a  decoj  tq  cheat  those, 
greedy  credoloos  people  who  like 
to  make  a  good  bargain.  ThiB 
trick  does  not 'always*  isaoceed, . 
and   may  g^erally  be    foilld 


The  principal  artists,  however,  in  the 
art  of  drawing  the  Jlat*^  or  national  per- 
spective, are  lawyers,  doctors,  and  trades- 
men; each  of  whom  has  a  principle  of 
drawing  peculiar  to  his  trade  or  profes- 
sion, which  ought  to  be  thoroughly  com- 
prehended by  the  amateur. — Di^mt: 
Laugh  and  Learn. 

Drawing^  the  Queen's  picture 
(thieves),  the  manufacture  of 
base  mo];iey. 

Draw   it   mild  (commoo),  calm* 
yourself,  don't  ezitggerate,  the 
reverse  of  "  coming  it  too  strong." 
It  has  also  the  signification  ez- 
plahied  by  the  quotation. 

•  •  « 

Drawing  it  '  mild  is  used  w^ep  ^e 
ai^tise  wishes  to  circumvent  or  bJiroV)6zle 
his  customers,  and  consists  in  "  flummery  ** 
"  gammon,'*  which  may  either  be  put  on 
:  inidiviaual  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil  * 


or 
the 


by  any  obstinate  custoiper  who       ©r  a  trowel,  according  to  his  humour. 
Vill     persist/  In ''spit^    bf     re-     .  Di^rwe  l  Laugh  attd  Ltam, 


.  £usal,   to  becon^e  possessed  of , 
'jtbe  ideiflical  piece  of  merptian- 
disc  that  has  tempted 'hi9  £upi* 
•   dity.'-      .  .  .    •  . 


Draw  out,  to  (common),  to  •licit  ' 
•    in^rmation  or  secret^  from  one. 
•  French, «/  ^irer  les  vers  du  nez  ?  "  . 


.    ,  .  - .'  ■      ,  He  was  a  heavy,  sim^e-looking  felloijr. 

Drawing;  (studios),  artists  cell  tf  •     and  thcolder  tram^  was  in  conwrsation  . 

'Wator-CQ^Our    picture-  a  draVfr    /with  him,  and  evidently  "drawing  him 

^^  .*•■  '  orkt,"—/.  a0^enwo^ :  Tag,  i^ag^  ^  Co.     . 


1 1 


•• 


Dra.¥fiilcf  a  .wipe  (thicYes),  steal-.  • 
pg  a  pocket-handkerchief,  from ' 

• ,  a  pe^son's'pocket. 

'■ .      •»  ».  • ' . 

.':  Drawing  his  wool  (tailors),'  vex»> 

.*  ing^  or  oausiiig  any  one  to- Ipse  ' 

his  temper-  ...      *      , " 

.  •  .    .      •    . 

Drawing,  plaster  (tailot^),  seek-^  - 

in^  to  ascertain  k  m^'«  int^n- 

.    *tion6.  ^  *.'*.; 

.   .  .'  t    ,    , 

Drawing  £he  flats  (popular),  in\- 

•  posiiig  6n  8imple«m|)aded  P^ple'. 


V 


Draw  tjeeih^  to,  to  wrench  knock* 

e^  and. door-handles  from  off        * 
.  "strfee^.dAors,  a  favo^tA  amuse-  \  ^ 
'  ment '  of  meiiical  8t\i^ents  of    . 

,  by^nejdays.  .    / 

•  *    ■       •  •  •   • . 

Draw  the  planet,  te  (g]^e8]i,  ix> .  .  * 

..  tell  one'»|ortti]re<.  •  • 

■         '        '     '      *  •  '•         '    t 

*  .Eliza  Stanltiri  a  "  good-looSung  yonng'    .* 
■  WTVy"  teUs.(ortim^;  in  fact,  \At%.  S(an-  '.  . 

ley  eaii  Vmle  your  t>hMet."'    In  cy^er, 
howev«r,  f  do  this  ^tiCicessfuily  she  omist  •. 
,  be  entrusted  witli  gold-^np(hihg  Jessr  beint    . 
h^vy  enough  ta^  draw^tMt  ^tamf.    lAs.      "■ 


.•». 


f    • 


*f 


••  •  I  « 


I  • 


•• 


.ir.i 


•  • 


i^ 


\* 


V' 
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Draw — Driz, 


•• 


^ . 


Sranley  has  been  drmatimg  tkt  plmmtt  with 
consideiable  taccen  lately;  bat  she  has 
at  last  drmum  Hu  pUmtt  down  upon  her- 
self,  and  the  Portsmouth  magistrates  have 
given  her  three  months.— rAf  GMt' 

Draw  wonted,  to  (tailors),  to  fo- 
ment a  quarreL 

Dress  a  hut,  to  (shopmen),  to 
exchange  articles  stolen  from 
respective  employers. 

Dressed  to  kill  (American),  to  be 
over-dressed ;  equivalent  to  "  to 
be  dressed  to  death/'  "dressed 
to  the  nines." 

When  we  see  a  gentlemad  tiptoehig 
along  Broadway,  with  a  lady  wig|^ 
waggling  by  his  side  and  both  drtstid 
to  kifft  as  the  vulgar  would  say,  you  may  . 
be  sure  that  he  takes  care  df  Nnmbor 
One. — Dovfs  Sermons. 

Dress  in  (Winchester  College). 
*The  four  or  five  next  best  players 
in  a  football  team  stand  ready 
dressed  so  as  to  take  the  plaoe 
of  any  player  who  is'  in'  any 
way  injured,  l^hey  are  said  to 
"drew  in." 
.•  .         •  •      ■  •     • 

Dressing^    or    dressing     dowir 
.    (common),  a  beating/ a  defeat. 
It  also  means  a  scolding. 

If  ever  I  meet  him  igain  I  will  give  him 
*  «uch  a  dressing  as  he '  has  not '  had  this 
many  a  day. — Miss  Austas  •  Senu'  amd 
Sensibility. 

Dress-hxlgei' .. (prostitute),     ex- 
•    ■,         plained  by  quotation.     ,  •  / 

They  belong  utterly -and  ^ntisely  to  the 
devi^  in  human 'shape  who  owns  the  den 
that  the  wretched  h^Iot  learns  to  caU.  her 
>'  honw."  YoQ  wotiM  never  dreain  of  4M 
deploral^le  depth  of  her  destitution  if  you 


■  •• 


met  her  in  her  ^y  attirt  •  •  •  die  isabao* 
lutely  poorer  than  the  meanest  beggar  that 
ever  whined  for  a  crust.  Thase  woiaau 
are  known  as  dvtu  ivdgirt^r-J'  Grwett' 
wood:  Th€ Stvm  Cnrmt ^.Lmsdm. 

Drink  (American),  a  riTer.  The 
*'big  ZVml;"  is  the  oommon 
Western  term  for  the  Missis- 
sippL 

The  old  boat  was  a  rooser — the  biggest 
on  the  Drink,— Stw  York  Ofntwm^iki 
Times. 

a 

Drippins^  (common),  a  contemp- 
tuous term  ap^ed  to  a  oook, 
who  is  not  exactly  a  eoriom 
Weu.         •         • 

• 

Driver's,  pint  (military),  a.gsUon 
K>f  ale.    Driven^  of  the  artillery 
are   supposed'  to    have   laige 
powe]%  of  absorption.- 


Driye,  to  (racing),  to  di^v  ahbcse 
:    is  to  Tirge  him  on'  with  whip 

and  spurs.  ,  - 

*    '. 

•  • 

•Drive   torkeys  to  ouuIkIp  tt. 

(popular),  to  fe^  from  one  side 
to  the  other  l|lfe  a  tipsy  jimul. 
Prqbablylh)m  the  woobling.Of 
•    the  birds  in  question^ 

.Driz  (thieves  and. g^ypeies),; lace. 

From'  the  gypi^  ^fofitfi  ^^Bsaf 

br  lace.     '* Dris'ienofitp*  A, per- 
•  son  who  buys  or  Aells  stolen  Ifooi 

A.  driz  iemeta,  a  .shirt  with  a 

lace  &nL  . 

With  my  fawnied  UfiCf  ancf  my  onions 

gay,  fake^away,  * 
With  ^y  thimble  of  ridce^and  my  ^M*. 
%     komesn% 


<.  •  » 


^. 


« 


•      « 


•     • 


Droddum — Propped. 
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Droddum  (popular),  the  buttocks, 
the  breech. 

Dromedaij  (thieves),  a  bungler. 

Drop  (American)^  to  get  the  drop 
on  a  man,  to  forestall,  get 
first  advantage.  This  phrase 
alludes  to  a  trick,  practised  in 
large  cities  upon  unsuspecting- 
strangers,  called  the  drop  game, 
which  consists  in  pretending  to 
find  a  pocket-book  or  purse  full 
<4  notes,  which  a  confederate 
has  dropped  upon  the  near  ap- 
proach of  a  likely  victim.  Bj 
.specious  representations  *the  . 
finder  manages  to  obtain  good 
money  from  the  victim,  wlio  ' 
is  said  -to  be  dropped  on,  the 
notes  being,  of 'oourse«  counter- 
feit. *  ^' 

•Also  to   have    the   drc^    on 
one. 

Wheo  siunmoned  to  hold  hU  handf  up, 
lie  jvfused  and  attemptrd  to  draw  his  own 
revolver,  with  the 'result,  of  having  two 
bullets  put  Ybroul^  him.  Finni^an  com-, 
oiented  on  Calamity  as  a  fool  for  not 
knowing  when'  a  jnan  had  the  drop  on 
hiuL~^€mtMry  IHustraied  MmgmMin€^ 

• 

Drop  in  the  eye  (old),  to  "  have  a 
drop  in  the  ^,"  ^to  be-  p^iaUy 
•  intoxicated.      **.••' 

O  faith,,  Cblooel^  you  .must  own  you  li*d 
a  drtjP  m  your  »y4,  for  when  I  leflt  you 
yoo"  were  half  seas  over.— yt^V? :  poUU 
ComversaiioH.  .    ■ 

Drop,  it  (QomnM>n)>  cease,  leave - 
o*.  ».  .     .     *  •' 

'Drop  eoe't  leaf,  to  (comYnbji},' 
to  dia    Obviously  an  allusion 


to  the 
winter. 


fall  of  the  leaves  in 


Drop  the  money  purse,  to  (Ameri- 
can), to  incur  a  loss,  make  a 
mistake. 

Den  The  Dog  he  sail  inter  Brer  Coon, 
en  right  dar's  whar  he  dra^  kis  mon^ 
PnsSy  kaze  Brer  Coon  wuz  cut  out  fer  dat 
bizness,  an'  he  farly  wipe  up  de  face  er  dc 
earf  wid  'Im. — Brer  Remus. 

Drop  the  scabs  in,  to  (tailors), 
to  work  the  button-holes. 

Drop,  to  (thieves  and  popular), 
to  leave,  turn  aside;  to  **drop 
the  main  Toby,"  to  turn  off  the 
•  main  road.  (Popular),  to  drop 
'  a  man,  to  knock  him  down ; 
to  drop  on,  to  arrest  suddenly, 
to  abruptly  interfere  or  pre- 
xrent,  to  reprove,  lay.«the  re- 
sponsibility on. 


The  father  died,  the  son  then  tried 

poison  (or  to  take ; 
But  tAis  they  stopped,  and  am  him  drv^- 
./^i^4br  making  thi$  sad  mistake. 
.     -^o^giTiddle-m-M^inktht 
Barbtr. 

.    (American),  to  lose*     .     . 

St.  Paul  sporting  men  Itfft  for  IHioois  on 

Monday  poepared  to  get  even  ga  their 

previous  losses  on  the  Gilmore«|if  yen  mill, 

fougtit  at   Harrison's  Landing,  near  St. 

Croix  Falls,*  Wis.,  October  t9th  l^st,  When 

Me^r  sent  Gilmore  to  grass  in  five  rounds,  • 

The  MinueapoUs  and  St.  Paul  men  gave 

big  odds  on  Gilmore.' and  in  round  numbers 

it  i»  estimated  that  the  Minaesota'  men 

'dropped  I8000  bo  C^  ftght.-%S'/.  Lcmt 

X^Me  Democrmt. 
t  ■  ... 

(Common),  to  drop  Hnto,  to . . 

thzartL 


Dropped 

pointed. 

on 

ttaUors)/ 

di**-  . 

1 
•               •■        • 

« 
•                 • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

4 

• 

* 
• 

• 
• 

• 

•• 


«  . 


•  • 


t 


.  . 


•   •■ 
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Dropping — Drunk, 


Droppias^  the  andior  (racing), 
keeping  back  a  horse  in  a 
race. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  remarking  ttpon 
the  wild  way  of  riding,  the  vititor  will 
probably  be  met  with  the  retort,  that  if 
the  jockeys  did  not  flog  their  ahimak  on- 
mercifally,  they  would  be  accn^  of  what 
is  here  termed  in  racing  slang  dropping 
tkt  anchor.— Sporting  Titmeak 

Drum  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
house  or  lodging. 

Call  it  what  yoa  lilft  .  .  .  drmm^  cribt 
owse,  or  whichever  way  you  likes  to  put  a 
name  to  it ;  it  makes  no  matter  to  the  place 
I  mean.—/.  Grteitwoad:  DickTtmpU. 

I  went  straight  back  to  the  old  drum  in 
Spitalfields,  and  after  a  4nnk  ifith.  c4d 
friends  we  made  up  a  tossing  party,  jmd  I . 
lost  every  penny  df  that  ten  killings  in  a 
very  little  time.—/.  Crttmnood:  ^even 
Ymts'  Penal  Sfrviiude. 

Drum  means  also  a  street;.a 
road  ;  in  the  West  of  England 
a"drong." 

It  may  have  come  dfrectlj 
from  the  English  gypsy  dr^tf^ 
(old  form  drom),  which  ^is, 
truly,  from  the  Greek  ipofiAt^'^ 
road,  llie  origin  of  the  old 
French  cant  word,  trime,  whipb 
has  the  same  meaning,  is  pro- 
bably identical. 

(Old),  rout  or   ball.     )lV6^ 
the  noise  of  the  entertainments 
'  a   ball  •  room    was    called   the 
*'  drum-room.'* . 

The  bonny  housemaid  begins  to'  Tepti^ 
the  disordered  drum-room. -^  Fieltung: 
Tom  Jones. 


(PugUistip),  the 

(Tailors),  a  small  workshop. 

■  •     .      • 
.Drummer     (tailors),  •  trdusers* 
maker.  *  '      '  .• 


(Old  racing),  a  horse  w|ioie 
forelegs  move  ii^  an  ixregabur, 
unusual  manner. 

(American),  a  oommotial 
jraveller  |  probably '  from  the 
simile  of  healing  the  drum  to 
attract  attention,  or  from  drwn, 
road, 

Fhrtt  "DrmmsmeK—**  Had  any  fan  this 
trip?"  SeeomdDntmimfr— ** "Wo  txkAtQ 
'  have  tome  in  LoaSsville,  but  it  did  nol 
tiurn  out  very  welL  We  painted  the  nose 
of  ode  qf  tjie  boysit  MUant  red.  and  seat 
him  into  a  revival<meeting.'*  *'  They  mist 
have.thougbc  him  a  ^t  subject  tonxmnr- 
sion.'*  **  WaiU  ao :  they  all  xushed  up  to 
hin^-Cmbbed  liim  by  the  hand,  said  diey 
were  glad  to  see  him.  ISHok  from  Sarope,  * 
and  asked  for  a  puff  In  the  Comriir/oati^ 
nmJU-rOmakM  WorkL' 

•     • 

In  this  paragraph  the  editor 
./of  the  Omaha  WjaM  satirises  ' 
•  a  coUeagiie  tn'  a'  riwl   news- 

(Thieves),  a  thief  who.ma&pt 
..  hi&Motims  insensible  by.  giving 
them  a  narcotic,  or  cau«ing,ihem 
to  inhale  .clilorofomu  Pro- 
bably a  c6rruptlon  of  "dram- 
mer"  |rom  "dram.*' 

Drumstick   (popular),- 'the  leg;* 
"  drum$Uck  cases/*  trousers. 

•  •  ■       . 

Drunk  (Am6ricen\   a   state  ^  of  • 
intoxication.  * 

Observing  this,- the  opjtim  naster,  irbo 
^HfA  ^ill  squatted  on  the  bed,  hasttfcfd  to 
roU  up  a  couple  of  giga^ttcs  df  commqn 
tobaboo,  and*lit  them  by  taking  a  whiff  at 
jeacbr,  atttx  tUnOi  h*  handed  *thein  16  die 
Chinamen,  who  rp^  from  the  toudiyami- 
ing,*  kn^^.like  Wn-only  half  aarake, 
staggered  'fowards  the  firs,  aad  sat  Ve> 

'ganding  kin  silence,.  They  vera  nof  going, 
yet;   t^ey  had  come  fbf  a  di'mJk,  sad 

•would  pr^iably  indulge  h\  haH^fieitftA 


.•• 


♦ 


•  • 


« 


•.  • 


Drunken-^Dry. 
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more  pipes  before  the  evening  was  over.-^ 
/«  Strumpt  Compauy. 

Dnnken 'chalka  (soldiers),  good 
oondnct '.  badges.  Derisively 
used,  and  implying  that,  the 
badg^  have  been  gained  jiot 

.  by  sobriety  but  by  the  faoi^lty 
of  caxryihg  liquor  wi^. 

Dnity  L4Uie  itestalt  (old;|. '  Drury 
liuie,  Viif^  Covent  harden,  had 
at  one  time'*«  repiitation  for 

\  immorality   .  and     debauchery  ' 
rhralling   the'HaymMket   and 

.  Begent  Street  of  to'oay/  The. 
nqjghbonrhood  was  -  notc^ons 
as  ^e  resort  and*  dwellihg-place 
Of  women  ol  the  town,  whether 
k^t  ~  mistresses  or  commoi^ 
harlotft .    Thcrf    %Qre     palled 

,  ^riAty  Z#»fe  ^v€0Jk.  and  "thft; 

.  'D)::itfy  Lane  ague  "  was  a  loath- 

•  ^ome  venereal  disorder/ 

'■  •     '.•         •  .    ^    •■■; 
.Dry  bob.    VUt  Bob.       ' 


Dty  nurse,  to  (nautical),  is  said 
of  a  junior  officer  on  board  ship 
who  advises  an  ignorant  cap- 
tain, and  instructs  him  in  his 
duty. 

Diy  shave,  to  (common),  to  annoy 
one  by  violently  rubbing-  his 
•     chin  with  the  fingers. 

Dty  up  (popular,  originally  Ame- 
rican), hold  your  tongue ;  varied 
by  .*•  curl  up,"  **  put  a  clapper  to 
your  mug,"  "stop  your  jaw," 
and  (^her,  equally  elegant  in- 
vitations. (Theatrical),  a  dry 
/|(p,*  a  failure,  the  reverse  of  a 
;>araw."  • 

-Whoever  is  responsible  for  the  dry  up  at 
the  ppem  Comiqae  deservps  to  be  ostra- 
dsad   from   theatrical    society.— ^/n/  o* 

fi$l9fm0tK, 

* 

•  "  n  To  dry'  up^  to  stick,  ».«.,  to 
•forget  the  words  of  i  part  and 
breakdown.   •    • 
^Racing),    to    slacken-   pace 


;    Dfy-bobbibe:  (Eton), tjrickettifig.     .     ^,         u      ^      .,         ,.     ,, 
.  ■  ,^*^eUMhing-   the   term   for'.  ^^^T^}    exhaustion;   hterally 

'    ;    t:ventuailyjiewonhisi:ase;the0e9ii;  .    >  ^^ '^e  d^ce  h^lookcd  lik^  ^nn^^^ 
.     ^  excused,*^and  "Hossy"  recile^The  *    •^^  ^^^'^  tr^'^.*-^  .«»unediateJy 
•ptologue  wttb  much  success.    U  was  in        f^^^r^^'-^Spcrttn^Ttmrs.     .      . 

^^!^^^^.  •  ^-^u^?;  ^""^Z  ^'^  *       ■    (Ptinteii),  .to  liSave  off  .work 

put  ah  end  to  a  little  attempted  early  <i>y  jT^  .  w  v*«.      w  «. 

iMing.^Skrtcf^  Memoes  0/ Eton.  ^   dinnei:   time  .or  at   nighty 

.    •  t    '  .''Sbfietimes    to    discharge/*  or 

Dfy    boots  .;  (common),    a    sly,...  to  iea>[e  a  situation. 
•    ^. '  husdoiouft  fellow.  .        * 

"Dty  hash  (Aiistralian),  a  man  who 
will  .not  '*  shout,"  f.«„  p^yfor 
'  dziAks.    Vide  DEADUEAX). 


Dty     lodging,     (lodging  «^^ouse. 
-keepers),  rieepin^ '.aocommoda- 
tion  with<^nt  board.  *  -  ..  * 


piy,  waUdng  (military),  a  /dry 

*  walk  or  walking  dry;  is  the  un- 

*  intertedn^  and  very.distaeteful 
promenade'  a  soldier  is  com- 

'  peUed  to  take  wh^  %!t  }eflves 

tMuracks  after  working  hours 

■  witl^out  a  penny  In  his  pockel.  , 


•  • 


•  •  « « 


*• .  • . 


•  .* 
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D.  T. — Dtu^. 


* 


■> 


•  V 


D.  T.  (oommoD),  ddirium  iro- 
mens,  used  very  gtneimUj  by 
Anglo-IndiADA. 

They  get  a  look,  after  a  toodi  of  D,  T., 
whidi  nothing  else  that  I  know  of  can  give 
them* — IndioH  Tmlt, 

D.  T,  also  meaDB  J>tM}f  TeU- 
graph. 

Dub,  to  (thieves),  to  open ;  *'  dub 
the  jigger,"  open  the  door.    T. 

JTarman  writes  this  "  dap.*' 

Tower  ye  jraader  is  the  kene,-tfi(/  the  ' 
gygger. — Hmnmm :  Cavtat, 

Dubt  8  key,  Icck,  picklock. 
2)tt6-lay,  robbing  houses  by  pick- 
ihg  the  locks.  **  Dabber,"  lOi 
,ezpert  lock-picker. 

To  duh9,  jigger  is  a  variant  o( 

, '  "  strike  ^  jigger,"  to  break  open 

a  door,  and  dub  in  that  sense 

is  from  the  meaning  to  strike.' 

Angl^Sazon    dubhmn,      HoDCe'. 

fropulat),  to' * '  Ati  up^ "  to  pay 
up.     Fl'9vlncial,  dubt,  mon^y. 
•.  So  that  ''dub  up**  Wonl^  be  thb* 
exact  rendering'  of  th^  French 
/nancfr^  to  pa^  ( Anglp-Indian)/ ; 
dvi^  a  sEoall  coiik '    .  ' 


• .. 


*•.  ••■ 


■      * 

.   .  •  •• 


•  Dub  at  a  knaBping  jigger  (old 
**cili^«Vai\u|ipike-man.  •    *. 

*        .         .        '  .    •    .; 

'bubs  fWSnehester);.    In  th^slatig 
I  of  the  b9yst)f  ^at  public  ^hool 
this  teiB  has  the  meaning  of 
*diuWe./      •    • 

/•    •   ■  '  ■•  '-•  •  .        ■   :  ■' 

'•  Dut&sma^  (old  cant),  a  jailer< ' 

,  \  Oh  I  give  n)e  a  chVel,  a  laiifc,  or  a  die, ' 
'.  And  tHe  duhsmam-  iW  find  that  111^  do 
kinstylel  x- 

•Tol.de-rol. 


Doc  (priutars),  abort  for  the  ink* 
ductor  or  f  contain  that  regulatas 
the  quantity  given  oat  to  aacb. 
impression  on  a  machine.^ 

* 

Ducat,  ducats  (theatrical),  o6ia, 
cash  of  any  docriptloB. 

(Thieyes),   a  railway  ticket. 
Probably  a  cormption  of  ticket.. 

So  I  took  a  dwemi  Ux  Lottto  in  Smrey, 
and  went   a  wedg«>himtii]|g'.  —  H0nitf: 

Duck  (popular),  a  bundle  of  scraps 
'  of  meat  sold  to  the  poor,  (inn- 
.  chaster),  the  &ce. 

Dod^  or  duck's  egg  (cricket), 
.  nc'r^ms;  an  aHusloii  to  the 
•    sha^  of  thaifongh£. 

.  I  carried,  oat*  mi^^kiatfix  jinetfcn,  and 

-^Thomas  his  09^  ilftfei^  sooted  with  nrodi 

^phtdc.at  die,pinch  of  the  gi^aoe;  in  fiMt, 

'he  won  the  ontch,  for  tiie  renaining  aao 

was  good  for  npthing  else  bat  ar  dMciu^ 

Bird  y  FfjiedotiL 

a 

^  (Stoc&  Exchange).      In  tka. 
sian^  of  ihe  "  Houad^  a  ""-lame 
.   dwik^*  is* a  defaulter.    Tlie  ex-. 
•pressk>fi  is  o^ 

I  iftay  be  **  lameT  bat  \  shall  nevnit 
.  a  dmckt  wx  deal  in  |he  garbage  of  Uie 

•       .        ■     •        / 

A  <'lame.(i«id("  is.rsalj^  to 

"waddle  out  of  t^  aller,'^tlia( 

is,  l^ve  tba.  Stock  Kxchyigfe  ai 

* '.  baiikrupt.         "  •  t^  •  ■       •      ^ 

The  gaaiing  foclsafe'dqnns,  thie  kaav^' 
ate  hSoks,  *CRange<all€tbaiik^t9oy9didfe/ 


oat  ''(puBe^Mcfe. 
Fo0U\MMmid'0/^Bmik, 


Diidk,  doing  a  (tUeves),  getting 
tmder  tba  seat  *of  a  lailway  -car- 
—iK'H.  AintwqrthrJfchSJup^rtL'l  *  .  xiage  jfrhen  the  tiQkst-collect^ 


.:.*• 


t  • 


«• 


■  % 


f 


t  • 


•    •, 
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oomes  ronnd,  so  as  to  avoid 
paying  the  &re.  From  the 
ordinary  meaning  of  to  duekt  to 
drop  the  head  or  person  snd- 
denly. 

■  With  a  downward  glance  of  intense 
•com  at  me,  the  first  q>eaker  continued — 
"  Dom'  a  dftckf  macin'  the  rattlor, 
ridin*  on  the  cheapi  on  the  odno,  under 
the  hloomin'  seat,  down  wi'  the  dust,  all 
among  the  daisies,  where  you  like,  aiid 
ivbat  you  like,  it  makes  no  matter  whidi, 
what  do  jTott  thinly?  Gentlemen  in  my 
walk  of  life  can't  always  be  worked."— 
Spprtini  Times. 


(common),  white  linen,  or 
.    drill  trousers. 

This  young  person,  had  stipulated  ^t 
Bi)ly  should^  do  the  thing  proper^and  be 
■Murried  in  a  pair  of  white  dnckt.  These 
gatnients  he  had  dteapeoed  at  a  mart  of 
"  reach  me  down  "  <ketorie»y.  to  the  satis- 
fection  of  the  femininf  onlooker  of  his  prO' 
cecdiags  through' tUe  window.— kS^itN^r; 
Itemi^  •       • 

.    (Btock  lExchange),  Aylesbm^ 
Dairy  Company  shajes.  "  • 
•        ( Anglo- Indiui),  oflicials  of  the 
Bomibey  service.  • 

« 

JPndder,  dudaouui  (old)j  a  pedlar 
•wl^o  sold  articles  of  clothing  to 
'. county  people.    Vide  PuDB. 


Dnddering; '  rajce   (old),  ^n   ex- 
tremely debauched  tnAi-ttbout 
.  town. 


The  word  is  also  used  in 
England. 

Sometimes,  however,  a  dis- 
tinction seems  to  be  established 
between  diude  and  dandy,  the 
former  being  considered  to  apply 
more  to  a  brainless  "  masher." 

I'm  a  dandy  111  hav%  you  all  to  know, 

With  the  ladies  I'm  never  rude : 
TUs  style  is  all  my  ownt  with  it  I  carry 
tone, 
I'm  ft  dandy,  but  I'm  no  dudg, 

—Sang, 

The  following  quolation  gives 
amusing  evidence  of  the  anti-      • 
quity  of  dMde, 

•  A   correspondent   of   the    fftvt    York 

Svemhig  Past  shows  that  dt$€Us  are  of 

very  ancitot  date.    In  the  "  Ennudtax  " 

'of  Terence,  act  iv.  scene  iv.,  1.  -15,  it  is 

wrilCeB4r— 

"lUvistusest  *  •       ■*    " 

Dudmm  quia  varia  veste  exomattts  fait," 

Which,  li^ei>i{ly  translated  into  Snglisht 
would  read :— "'He  seepied  a  'dtuU^  h^  '•'     ^ 
cause  he  was  decked, oyt  in  'parti^^pldured  ^   '    • 
dothes,"  br  still  )nore  litenlly,  *'  &i  a  vest**   ^    . 
of  many  colours."   "  .         ,  * 

ptt|le  hamfatteni  (Ahierican),  a 

sarca^ic  allusion  to  tlie  swell    ' 
.    and  "  liasljer  "  "pork^Ai^.  '  A  • 
'   ianre  number  *drelocate<l 'not  a* 
hundred  miles*  rrgon  Cfaicago.  •  /..  '• 


•  \ 


Dudttnan '  oa^ 

.  «row(HaUiwell^.. 


•  •  ••'  # 
a  scare- 


•    It  seems  that  x^ifi  dmdq  ha9t/(»htfft  affer 

tijlhg  various  g^vnes  to  slap- unseen,  c(^- 

oeived  the  idea  df  making  U|f,as  a  orimle 

.       ^  of  weD-dittscd  Wo^enw-iMnv  *K^  ^• 

Dude    (Amferican),    a    swell    pr,    .^««»«*''<'^^5Mrt^i 
«<  ipasher,  4U1  OTert^ressed'mam 
Probably   from '  ^o  very*  old  • 
English  cant  dude^  a  gannent. 

.  Ain't  y^u  one  of  these  dndu  as  the  * 
•Cokmel  brings  dpwn  sometimes  from  El 
•Paso  and  Silver,  that  wanu  k^tl^s  o'  fibt  * 
wafer  to  twelve   o'clock  T-^/T.  Francis  f 
SmddU  and  Mgatasin,  ,         •    ,  •' !  ^ 


•  • 


•  •« 


■;•: 


Dadettef.i^diiifltte  (Amq;ican),.a . 
•very  Jroun^  ^i^,  a  mere,  chit, 
'Who  affects  thQ  airs  aiid  Ayie  of 
a  belle.  -v. 


t..: 


• . 


.i 


•  % 
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Dudikabtn — Duffer. 


Dudikabiii  (gypey),  *'to  Id  dficfi- 
habiikt*  lit,  to  take  lightment. 
This  word  was  for  a  long  time 
kept  a  great  secret  by  the 
gypsies,  and  one  of  them  was 
reprimanded  by  his  friends  for 
teUiiig  the  writer.  It  means  the 
Tpakmg  a  olean  sweep  of  eveiy-. 
thing  valoable  in  the  liousfe, 
under  pretence  of  propitiating 
the  planets,  or  of  finding  and 
attracting  hidden  treasure.  This 
latter  ia  more  specially  the  hMk- 
ani  baro,  ot  **  g^eat  humbug."  It' 
appears  to*  be  connected  with 
the  English  slang  •  equii^alent 
*' lightment,".  from  to  lighten,' 
to  relieye  of  pne's  propertjFi  to 
rob..       .  •      '  •     .  ..     . 


Pudme(Axn^oan),alady  ''dude." 

ft 

Long  -  handle^  .eye* glasses  and  the 
duditus  who  buyabd  use  thenv — Phila- 
S&lphia  Times,  • 

ft  ,  • 

Duds  (thieves),  clothes.    Scottish' 
d/ud,  a  rag. 

As  I  was  Making  down^'Cheapside  a 
man  came  up  to  me  and  sai4,  *'  I^>^* 
here,  mate,  the  sooner  yon  ^ng  them 
duds  away  the  longer  ^u  will  keep  out  of 
quod.  1  havfe.  been*  following  behind  two 
private  clotha  detectives,  and^ey  spotted 
you  by  your  to^jb,  .so  take  my  tip  to  get 
rid  of  \hcm.—fEveniMg  News. 

.  Also  duddies. 

Then  he  took  out  a  little  I^M£e,« 

Let  a'  his  duddifi  fa', 
And  he  was  the  brawest  geatlenum 

That  stood  among^  tnem  a . 
—Old Ballad:  IVe'U  gang  not  Mair 
a  Roving.     [A  ttrihutsd  t»  ^fisig 
James  V.  (f  Scotlamd,\  :•   . 

T.  Harman    uses   the    word  # 
with    the    meaning    of    linen 
clothes. 


We  wyl(  fylche  some  dtt^det  <off  tte 
ruffemaiis,  or  myll  the  ken  |inr  a^  \afg^  ot, 
dudes.— Cmrm/.  •  / 

/.r.,  "We  wiU«ieal  loaie  linte  off  the 
hedges,  or  rob  a  parcel  of  the  saimt'fian 
thehouae."  .  . 

(Old),  to  "s^eat  tfitck"  to. 
pawn  clothes.  ^  A  *'dadmaii*' 
is  provincial  for  a  scarecrow  > 
literally  a  ra^^ged*  fellow. 

.Duff,  (thieves),  ^u^ous.  Men  a^ 
the  dvff,  passers  of  false  ^ewel-  * 
leiy.  To  dtffft  to  sell  ^izrion]^ 
gbods,  often  under  the  preteace 
of  their  having  been  smuggled, 
stolen,  or  fdund.  In  London- 
attenl^s  at  dvfin^  a][e  often 
mad^  by  raaoals  w&o  offer  tor 
sale  a  worthies^  meerschaum 
pipe  t}r  .nag,  j)retending  they 
have*]  ast  fouiui  it  Vide  Duffbb.  , 

Duffer  (common).  This  wort^  haa 
-two  Apposite  ineanings:  <A.TBnk 
swindler,  a   clever   cheat--rJ*a 

'  word  In.  frequent  use  in  1701 
to  expjress  cheats  of  all  kinds.^' 
In  yiddish  every  word  which 
means  clever  or  wise^also  means 
.roguery ;  and  in  Yiddish  d(^er 

,.  is  a  sl^ewd,  cleter,-  very  crtifty 
man  (adjective  doffy.  from  tov  or 
^offi  good) ;  Dutch  t)ueves*  slang 
dq^er,  a  vitonp,  a  seller  of  forged 
pictured.  *  •    .        . 

.  *.  *. .  Nor  did  it  mark  hiid  oih  as  the 
prey  of  ring-^ppptrs.  pek  and  ibin^Uc- 
rigg;ers,  tUtffehf  kfoters,  V>r  any  .of  those  ■ 
(Adbdiess  ^ar^Srs,  who  are  ']^<ri)aps  alittk^- 
*bett^  known  4o   th^   poltce.->-2Kei«M,- 
'/dartinCkwHtUwiU^ 


;A'  wbrthlfess  penon«  a  stupid 
niad,  ani^wkward,  un^dlful  fel- 
low, a  cowazC   . 


) 
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Duffer — Duke. 


337 


What  an  awfiil  duffer  he  is.  I  do  not 
believe  he  hit  a  thing  tonlay ;  besides,  he  is 
so  dangertos. — Saturday  Revuw. 

In  this  latter  sense  the  word 
is  connected  with  daftt  Anglo- 
Saxon,  a  fool ;  dajfam,  a  silly 
person  (Wright) ;  daff,  a  coward ; 
dafi,  of  weak  intellect.  Anglo- 
Saxon  dedff  '*  surdus,  absurdas, 
stolidus,"  from  dvfan,  Ikaf\s 
in  most  of  its  Indo-European 
forms  synonymous  with  stupid 
or  stolid.  Gothic  d(vaf9,  dull  or 
foolish. 

(Popular),  spurious  money. 

I  very  quietly  slipped  four  dufftrs  among 
six  good  bobs,  and  accommodated  her  with 
the  change  she  wanted.  It  came  off  all 
rif^t,  so  I've  four  bob  left  for  drinks ;  see ! 
— Bird  p*  Freedom, 

(Nautical),  a  woman  who 
assists  smugglers. 

DiifiSftr  oat  to  (Australian),  mining 
slang.  A  reef  is  said  to  dv^ftr 
out  when  the  gold  is  nearly  or 
quite  exhausted. 

He  then  reported  to  the  shareholders 
that  the  lode  had  duffered  out^  and  that 
it  Was  useless  to  continue  working.^^^/- 
vanci  Australia, 

Dng-out    (American^  ^   a    canoe 
hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  , 
tree.    The  term  seems  common 
throughout  the  New  World,  as 
the  Rev.  W.  Cartwright  in  his 
••  Autobiography "  says.  "If  by 
chance   we  got   a   dug-out  tp 
cross  in  ourseWes  and  ^wim  our ' 
horses  by,  it  was  quite  a  ^reat.*' ' 
Also  a  rough  kind  of  stnicture 
built  over  an  exqavation. 

The  new  house  was  a^  best  but  a  modest 
little  structure,  but   Mayne  viewed  the 


placing  of  each  shingle  and  the  driving  of 
each  nail  with  profound  satisfaction.  In 
the  sparsely  settled  neighbourhood,  where 
dug-outs  and  "  shacks  "  predominated,  a ' 
"frame"  house,  even  though  small  and 
unpretending,  was  a  structure  of  no  mean 
importance.  Wheq  it  became  known  that 
Jack  Mayne  intended  to  plaster  the  "  front 
room"  it  was  pretty  thoroughly  agreed 
that  reckless  extravagance  characterised 
Mayne's  house  building. — Sporting  Times, 

Duke  Hnmphrey  (common),  *'  to 
dine  with  Duke  Humphrey"  to 
go  without  dinner.  Dr.  Brewer, 
in  his  "Dictionary  of  Phrase 
and  Fable,"  says  :  —  "  Hum- 
phrey, Duke  of  Gloucester,  son 
of  Henry  IV.,  was  renowned  for 
his  hospitality.  At  his  death  jt 
was  reported  that  a  njonument 
would  be  erected  to  him  in  St. 
Paul's,  but  his  body  w^  interred 
at  St.  Albans.  When  the  pro- 
menaders  left  for  dinner,  the 
^>oor  stay-behinds  who  had  no 
dinner  used  to  say^  to  the  gay 
sparks  who  asked  if  they  were 
going,  tl^t  they  would  stay  a 

'  ''little  longer  and  look  for  the 
monument  of  the  '^ood  duke.' " 
"  Dining  with  the  crbss- legged 
knights^"  (the  stone  effigies  of  • 
the  Round  Churoh^hadthe  same 
signification.  Hotten  has  the 
following  explanation  :— y"  Some 
visitors  were  inspecting  the 
abbey  'where,  the  remains  o\ 
Hux;^)hrey  Duke  of  Gloucester 
lie,  and  one  t)f  them  was  unfor- 
tunate^ shut  in,  and  remained  ^ 
'there  m^ki  while  his  companions 
were  feasting  at  a  neighbouring 
'  hostelry.  He  was  afterwards 
said  to  have  'dined  with  Dvkt 
Humphrey t  and  the  saying  eveji- 
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tually  passed  into  a  proverb. 
Vide  Halliwell,  who  gives  a 
better  origin,  and  one  supported 
by  all  contemporary  writers. 

Duke  of  limbs  (common),  a 
tall,  spindle-shanked  man;  the 
phrase  also  implies  awkward- 
ness and  unconthness. 

Duke  of  York  (rhyming  slang), 
walk  or  talk. 

Dukes  or  dooks  (popular  and 
thieves),  the  hands ;  from  the 
gypsy  d'Qkj  dook,  which  refers 
to  pidmistry ;  "  it  is  in  his  dock, 
meaning  *' it  is  in  his  fate, 
became  "  it  is  in  his  hand." 

Then  he  began  to  posh  me  about,  iso  I 
said  1  would  not  go  at  all  if  he  put  his 
dMkes  (hands)  on  me.  Then  he  rammed 
my  nut  (head)  against  the  wall  and  shook 
the  very  life  out  of  me. — Horsley:  JoU 
iinfis/rofK  Jail, 

To  grease  one*s  dukty  to  bribe, 
to  pay. 

So  the  next  day  I  went  to  him,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  not  going  to  gres^e 
my  duke. — Horsiey :  Jottings  from  Jail, 

To    put   np   one's  duketf  to 
fight,  to  box. 

No  doubt  Britain's  foes  will  be  thrown  into 
throes 
Of  utter  dismay  and  despair,  too ; 
Finding  those  near  the  throne  are  to  prize- 
fighting prone ; 
And  are  ready  to  fight  "  on  the  square," 
too. 
Now  that  royalties  spar,  all  the  swells,  near 
and  far, 
Will  do  ditto — without  any  warning ; 
And  without  any  flukes,  will  all  put  up 
their  dukesy 
And  try  punching  the  bag  every  morning. 

— Fmh, 


Dttkey.     Vide  Dookib. 
Dukk,  dook  (gypsy)*  breath. 

Mandy  nashered  ny  dSkk  a  pnaterin 
pftHer  the  jQva.— ^«  OldGypty. 

/.#.,  "I  lost  my  breath  mnnimg  after  the 
girL" 

A  spirit ;  that  which  inspires 
divination  or  palmistry ;  the 
demon  of  Socrates. 

I  find  that  the  dock  is  like  myself,  very 
much  given  to  lying. — Goovge  B^rrom: 
Lmtn^ro. 

Also  pain,  vexation,  annoy- 
ance. (According  to  the  primi- 
tive Shamanic  faith,  all  pain  was 
caused  by  evil  spirits.) 

Dnkker,  dak,  dook,  dooker 

(gypsy),  to  tell  fortunes,  to  pain, 
grieve,  chide;  dUkkefhen,  grief, 
trouble,  a  fault ;  dvLtieeripen 
or  dakktrpen,  fortune  -  teUiJog, 
augury  ;  dOkkero,  sorrowful. 
Hindu,  dokh,  fault. 

When  I  pens  adovo  I  pens  a  ticho  duk- 
kerin.  — Georgt  Borrow  :  Losoengro. 

MGkk  mengy  duAJker  yoox  kdk'ro,  r^? 

So?  M&ndy  cant  pen  Us-m&ndy  can. 
M2  tote  s&v  'at  dOMerm,  pAla— 

Addvo  SOS  s&r  o  tem  began. 

"  Shall  I  tell  your  fortune  too,  urT 
What?  I  can't  1  Oh,  yes.  I  can. 
Don't  you  laugh  at  fortune-telling, 
'Twas  with  that  the  world  began." 
—PtpftssorS.  H.  Pmlmtr, 

Dull  in  the  eye  (popular),  intoxi- 
cated. 

Doll  swift  (old),  said  of  one  long 
gone  on  erUuids  or  messages. 

Dnmb-cow  (Anglo-Indian),  also 
dumlhcowed  (partici|de),to  brow, 
beat,  to  cow,  set  down. 
"  This  is  a  capital  spedmeD 
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of  Anglo-Indian  dialect.  Dam 
khdnOf  *  to  eat  one's  breath/  is 
a  Hindu  idiom  for  '  to  be  silent.' 
Mr.  Hobson-Jobson  converts  this 
into  a  transitive  verb,  to  dam' 
l;A^,  and  both  spelling  and  mean- 
ing being  affected  by  English 
suggestions  of  sound,  this  comes 
in  Anglo- Indian  use  to  imply 
cawing  and  silencing"  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary. 

Dxmdogged  (literary),  confused. 

Dnmmock  (low),  the  fundament ; 
otherwise  known  as  ''blind 
cheek." 

Dummy  (popular),  anything 
fictitious  or  sham,  an  individual 
of  vacant  mind,  and  one  bereft 
of  speech.  (Tailors),  a  piece  of 
cloth  rolled  tight  and  saturated 
with  oil ;  used  for  rubbing 
clothes  of  a  very  hard  nature 
in  places  required  to  be  cut, 
also  the  shears,  to  make  cutting 
more  easy.  (Thieves) ,  a  pocket- 
book.  Originally  a  book  full  of 
sham  notes. 

He  is  caught— he  must  "stand  and  de- 
liver ; " 
,  Then  out  with  the  dummjf,  and  off  with 
the  bit. 
Oh,  the  game  of  High  Toby  for  ever  I 
— Ainsworth:  Roakwood. 

A  "dttiiiTOy-hunter,"  a  pick- 
pocket, whose  speciality  is  to 
steal  pocket-books. 

No  dummy-Yinnttr  had  forks  so  fly, 
No  knuckler  so  deftly  could  fake  a  dy. 
— AtHSTMnik:  Rockwood, 

Dummy  daddle  dod(^  (thieves), 
picking  pockets  in  an  omnibus 
under  cover  of  a  sham  hand. 


Asked  by  the  friendly  warder  what  he 
thought  of  the  dummy  doddle  dodgt^ 
Mr.  Mobbs  said  he  rather  thought  that 
game  was  played  ouL  A  woman,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  explain,  can  work  with  % 
dummy  doddle  in  an  omnibus  or  a  railway 
carriage  much  better  than  a  man,  becauae, 
without  appearing  conspicuous,  she  can 
wear  any  kind  of  loose  shawl  or  cloak  as 
concealment  for  her  real  hand.—/,  (ttv/m- 
wood:  Daily  TeUgrapk, 

Dump  fencer  (street),  a  man  who 
hawks  buttons.  Dump  is  an 
old  word  for  a  leaden  medal. 

Dumpoke  (Anglo- Indian),  a  duck, 
boned,  baked,  and  highly  sea- 
soned. From  the  Persian  (2am- 
pukht,  "  air-cooked,"  or  baked. 
In  English  gypsy,  pukht  would 
be  pekkerdt  from  the  same 
root. 

These  eat  highly  of  all  flesh  dumpoked, 
which  is  baked  with  spice  in  butter.— 
Fryer. 

Dumps  (popular),  money.  Vide 
Dump  Fenceb. 

May  I  venture  to  say  when  a  gentleman 

jumps 
In  the  river  at  midnight  for  want  of  the 

dum^Sf 
He  rarely  puts  on  his  knee-breeches  and 

pumps. 

— Ingeldity  Legends^ 

Dungf  (workmen),  one  who  is  com- 
pelled to  accept  lower  wages 
after  being  out  on  strike.  The 
word  is  the  preterite  of  the 
old  English  verb  to  "  ding,"  to 
beat  down,  one  who  is  dung  or 
beaten,  as  in  the  old  proverb, 
still  termed  Scottish,  "It's  a 
sair  dung  bairn  that  maunna 
greet," 
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(Tailors),  "  dunging  it  *'  is  said 
of  a  traitor  to  the  trade. 

Dungaree  (Anglo-Indian),  com* 
mon,  coarse,  low,  vulgar.  The 
name  of  a  disreputable  suburb 
of  Bombay,  and  also  of  a  coarse 
blue  cloth  used  for  sailors* 
clothing. 

Dunnage  (popular),  clothes  or 
baggage. 

Dunnakin  (American  thieves),  a 
chamber-pot.  In  England,  the 
water-closet. 

Durham  man  (old  slang),  a  knock- 
kneed  man  was  so  called,  and 
was  said  to  grind  mustard  be- 
tween his  knees. 

Durrynacker  (prison),  female 
hawker.  From  the  gypsy  dori 
or  doriezj  threads  or  lace. 

Dust  (common),  money.  Possibly 
for  gold  dust, 

*'  Put  it  down  to  the  bill"  is  the  fountain 
of  ill, 
*Tis    this   has   the   shopkeepers   un- 
done. 
Bazaars  never  trust,  so  down  with  your 
Just, 
And  help  us  to  diddle  all  London. 
— GrimaldC*  Bazaar, 

The  term  is  old,  it  occurs  in 
the  "  Life  of  Ken,"  1690.  "  Down 
with  the  dutt^"  pay  the  money. 

If  they  did  intend  to  trade  with  Christ 
they  must  "  down  with  the  dust "  instantly, 
for  to  his  knowledge  the  Papists  did  offer 
a  vast  sum  of  money  for  England's  Christ. 
—Eackards  Observations  ^  1671. 


He  who  giveth  to  the  poor  kndcth  to 
the  Lord.  If  you  like  the  security  "  down 
with  the  dmL^—Sermm  eUMbuUd  U  ikt 
Rev,  Rowland  HiU. 

Duster  (tailors),  a  sweetheart. 

Dust  Hole  (common),  the  Queen's 
Theatre,  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
so  called  from  the  fact  that 
half  a  century  ago,  when  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Glossop, 
the  d^ris  of  the  theatre  was 
swept  daily  under  the  pit,  and 
suffered  to  accumulate,  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the 
audience,  until  the  dutt  hole  was 
drowded  to  repletion.  The  first 
French  plays  acted  in  London 
were  given  at  this  theatre, 
which,  after  many  vicissitudes 
of  fortune,  became  fashionable 
as  the  Prince  of  Wales*,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army. 

Dust  out  of,  to  (American),  to 
leave  or  depart. 

Mother— }o\iVin\^  brush  the  dust  off 
yova  boots.  Johnnie — Is  that  the  kind  of 
dust  papa  was  taUdng  to  governess  about? 
J/<;/A«r— Whatdidhesay?  Johnnie— "At 
said :  "  Dost  thou  k>ve  me,  Agnes?" 
Mother— 1^0,  it  was  not,  Johnnie;  bot 
Agnes  will  dust  out  of  here  to*morrow 
morning. — Boston  Globe. 

'  Dust,  to  (West  American),  to 
dismount  by  allowing  oneself 
to  roll  off  to  the  soft  ground. 

• 

Frequently,  instead  of  quitting  them 
when  they  were  turned  loose,  the  boys 
would  sit  astride  of  the  steers  they  had 
been  holding,  and  "stay  ¥rith  them"  as 
they  went  bucking  down  the  corral  to- 
wards their  fellowa,  until  the  proximity  of 
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thefte  latter  vrarned  the  riders  to  roll  off 
and  dust. — F,  Francis :  Saddle  and  Moc- 
casin. 

Dostoor,  dostoory  (Anglo- 
Indian),  a  *  commission  paid, 
generally  as  a  kind  of  bribe. 
Persian  and  Hindu,  dfuAur^  cus- 
torn. ' 

"That  commission  or  per- 
centage on  money  passing  in 
any  cash  transaction  which 
sticks  to  the  fingers  of  the 
agent  of  payment"  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary). 

Dusty  (popular),  "not  so  duttty" 
not  so  bad. 

Three  red  clocks,  two  pusses,  and  a 
white  slang — I  ain't  done  so  dusty! — 
Punch, 

Dusty,  gritty,  or  stony  broke 
(popular),  without  a  sou. 

"I've  been  as  flash  as  they  make  'em  in 
my  time,  and  you'll  'ardly  believe  it" — 
this  in  a  hoarse  whisper  to  me — "I've 
been  that  broke — stony,  gritty ^  dusty  broke 
— you  understand,  as  I'd  'ave  nicked  the 
broads  out  of  a  pal's  kick,  if  they  was 
there,  and  sold  'em  for  the  price  of  'alf  a 
pinL" — sporting  Times. 

Dutch  (military),  to  "  do  a  DutcK 
to  run  away,  to  desert.  Pro- 
bably an  allusion  to  "  Dutch 
courage." 


Dutch  (popular),  a  wife. 

Now  he'd  not  a  brown,  nor  a  friend  in 

town. 
In  fact  he  was  quite  undone ; 
He  made  a  vow  he'd  never  row 
With  his  old  Dutch  again. 
So  part  by  hook,  and  part  by  crook. 
He  tramped  it  back  to  London. 

— Mitchell:  Jimmy  Johnsons 
Holiday. 

Dutch  auction  (cheap  Jacks),  a 
method  of  selling  goods  with- 
out incurring  the  penalties  for 
selling  without  a  license. 

Dutch  clock,  a  bed-pan  is  so  called 
by  nurses. 

Dutch  feast  (common),  a  dinner 
at  which  the  host  gets  drunk 
before  his  guests. 

Dutchman's  breeches  (nautical), 
two  streaks  of  blue  in  a  cloudy 
sky. 

Dutch  treat  (American),  a  dinner 
or  drinking  where  every  man 
pays  for  himself. 

Dying    in   a  horse's   nightcap 

(popular),  being  hung.  A  horse's 
nightcap,  ie.,  a  halter. 
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Ear — Eat. 


R  (Amerioan),  to  get 
up  on  one*B  ear,  to 
roQse  oneself  to  a 
great  effort. 


EAitfa^iialDe    protector    (Ameri- 
can), explained  by  quotation. 


lliey  called  me  bully  boy,  altho'  I've 

nigh  threescore  yean, 
And  said  that  I  was  Ughtning  when  I  got 

up  on  my  ear. 

— IVords  and  their  Usee. 

Earl  of  Cork  (Irish),  the  ace  of 
diamonds.  According  to  Carle- 
ton,  "It  is  the  worst  ace  and 
the  poorest  card  in  the  pack, 
and  Is  called  the  Eaai  of  Cork 
because  he  is  the  poorest  noble- 
man in  Ireland." 

Early  riser  (popular),  the  vulgar 
name  for  an  efficient  aperient 
pill.  The  application  of  the 
term  is  obvious. 

Ear-mad  (medical),  the  thickened 
ear  (in  its  upper  portion)  found 
in  some  cases  of  insanity ;  hence 
the  name. 

Earth  bath  (old),  a  grave ;  to 
take  an  earth  hath,  to  be  dead 
and  buried.  Also  to  take  a 
*'  ground  sweat.' 


>* 


Earthquake  (American),  boUUd 
earthquake,  spirits,  intoxicating 
liquor  of  any  kind.  So  called 
from  the  disorderly  motions  at- 
tendant on  intoxication,  or  an 
abbreviation  of  **earthqutike  pro- 
tector" 

Bottled  earthquakes  are  just  as  bad  as 
the  other  kind.  Scratch  a  bottled  earth- 
quake  and  you'll  find  a  cocktail.— CA«r<«^ 
Tributte. 


It  was  a  delicioos  J>evera-^,  not 
nccted  with  old  Jamaica,  and  sent  a  dd- 
cioas  glow  throagh  every  vein.  .  .  . 

*'  But  how,  pray,  does  this  protect  wtt 
from  an  earthquake  T** 

"  WeU.  sir,"  replied  die  barkeepv,  "  if 
you'll  only  drink  enough  of  it,  yon  won't 
care  a  continental  whether  the  eanhqaake 
comes  or  not.**— Airiv  V^rk  Steer. 

Earwis:  (thieves),  a  clergyman. 

Earwigs^Sf  (common),  a  rebuke 
in  private.  Is  said  of  a  sneak- 
ing, tattling  fellow-employ^  who 
carries  little  trifling  errors  on 
the  part  of  others  to  the  ears  of 
the  governor. 


,  to  (popular  and  thieves),  to 
rob.    IVench  slang,  ttniZa^er. 

Eason,  to  listen  (New  York  Slang 
Dictionary).  Eaten  is  an  Eng- 
lish provincialism  for  eaves ; 
hence  eofon,  from  eavesdrop- 
ping. 

East  and  sooth  (rhyming  slai^), 
the  mouth. 

Easteiy  (cheap  Jacks),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Sometimes,  when  in  a  coontry  where 
there  were  large  villages  or  small  towns, 
we  used  to  work  whjit  was  called  emstery 
or  private  hada9ss.—HmdUjr:  Life  emi 
AdveKturtt  of  a  Chga^Jetck, 


(thieves),   "make  the  cull 
eMy,"  kill  the  fellow. 

Eat  a  fig  (rhyming  slang),  to 
"  crack  a  crib,"  ».e.,  to  commit 
aboxf^lary. 
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Eat  one*s  terms,  to  (legal),  to  pre- 
pare for  the  bar ;  to  attend  the 
requisite  number  of  dinners  in 
hall  each  term. 

Eat,  to  (American),  a  Western 
expression,  meaning  not  to  con- 
sume but  to  provide  food. 

Captin,  do  you  ait  us  or  do  w«  att 
ourselves  ?  Eat  yourselves,  to  be  sure.— 
A  ffurican  Story, 

Eats  his  head  off  (common),  is  said 
of  a  horse  that  remains  for  a 
long  time  in  the  stable.  Some- 
times of  servants  or  others  who 
have  little  to  do. 

Eaves  (American  thieves),  a  hen- 
roost. 

Eavesdropper  (American  thieves), 
a  chicken  thief,  or  a  low  sneak 
or  thief  generally. 

Ebenerer  (Winchester  College), 
a  ball  at  racquets  that  hits  the 
line  and  tises  high  into  the  air. 

Ebony  (popular),  a  bit  of  thonyt 
a  negro. 

Ebony  optics  (pugilistic),  black 
eyes ;  ehony  optics  albonized, 
black  eyes  painted  white. 

Edg^e  (tailors),  "stitched  oif  the 
edge  "  refers  to  a  glass  or  pint 
not  filled  to  the  top  ;  "  side 
edge,"  whiskers.  A  '*  short  top 
edge  "  is  a  turn-up  nose. 

Edg:enaro  (back  slang),  orange. 

Eg^gfshaw  (Anglo-  Indian),  brandy ; 
probably  from  the  name  of  a 
brand. 


Egyptian  hall  (rhyming  slang),  a 
ball. 

Eigfater  (prison),  an  eight-ounce 
loaf. 

**  Do  you  eat  all  your  chuck  ?  " 

"  No,  I  have  two  eigktert  in  my  cell 

DOW." 

"I  shall  be  orderly  to-morrow.    Sling 
me  a  toke." — Evening  Ntwa, 

Ekom  (back  slang),  a  "  moke  "  or 
donkey. 

Elbow  crooker  (thieves),  a  hard 
drinker ;  from  the  phrase  to 
*'  crook  one's  elbow,"  to  drink. 
In  French,  "lever  le  coude," 
said  of  a  hard  drinker. 

Elbower  (thieves),  a  fugitive;  one 
that  "elbows,"  if.,  turns  the 
comer,  or  gets  out  of  sight 


Elbow 

work. 

Elbow 
player. 


(popular),    hard 


(nautical),  fiddle 


Elbow  shaker  (old),  gambler  with 
dice.  From  the  expression  "  to 
shake  one's  elbow." 

Elbow,  to  (thieves),  to  turn  a 
comer,  to  get  out  of  sight. 

Electrified  (Ajnerican),  excited 
with  liquor. 

Elephant  (thieves),  a  victim  pos- 
sessed of  much  money. 

( Common) ,  the  elephant^  origin- 
ally an  Americanism.  We  might 
compile  a  volume  of  the  amnidng 
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Elephant — Elfen. 


explanations  and  illtuitratioDt 
of  this  expression  which  have 
appeared  in  American  news- 
papers. To  have  seen  (JU 
elephant  is  to  have  had  a  fnU 
experience  of  life  or  of  a  certain 
subject  or  object  There  is  a 
book  by  "Doesticks'*  (Mortimer 
Thompson),  called  '*  Seeing  the 
Blephant,"  devoted  to  describing 
"life"  in  New  York,  of  which 
a  reviewer  remarked  that  l/i€ 
dephanif  according  to  Mr. 
Thompson,  appeared  to  be  bad 
brandy.  When  a  man  had 
made  an  onfortonate  specula- 
tion he  would  say  that  he  had 
not  only  seen  the  elephant  but 
felt  him  kick.  The  phrase 
seems  to  have  originated  in  an 
old  ballad  of  a  farmer  who, 
while  driving  his  mare  along 
the  highway,  met  with  a  show- 
man's elephant,  which  knocked 
him  over,  and  spilt  his  milk 
and  destroyed  his  eggs.  The 
farmer  consoled  himself  for  his 
loss  by  reflecting  that  he  had 
at  least  *'  seen  the  elephant" 

And  he  said,  "  Now  in  future  no  one  can 

declare 
That  I've  not  seen  ike  t/e/kant—trnthtr 

the  mare." 

In  1 849- 1 850,  to  have  been  to 
California  and  returned  was  to 
have  seen  the  elephant. 

Those  who  sold  the  bonds  had  vanished, 
those  who  hadn't  held  the  town, 

Little  knew  they  of  its  glory  over  seas 
or  great  renown. 

They  had  nothing  of  the  fruitage — though 
alas !  they  held  the  plant. 

Nothing  saw  they  of  the  picture  save  in- 
deed ikt  eU/koMt 


He  who  had  been  in  th«  backgroond  nov 

came  mihing  to  the  fore. 
Terribly  be  trampled  oo  them-^very  awlol 

was  his  roar. 

—TJU  Riu  mmd  FmU^GUijfdOi, 

Montaigne  strangdy  eaongh 
seems  to  suggest  that  "to  see 
(Ac  dtphani*^  was  in  his  time 
connected  with  experience  of 
life.  He  cites  the  following 
from  "Arrien.  Hist.  Ind.,"  o. 

17. 

"Aux  lodes  Orientates  U  cbasteK  y 
estant  en  tinguli^re  recommandarion, 
I'usage  pourtant  soufiroit  qa'une  femme 
nuurite  se  peut  abandooner  it  qui  lay 
presentoat  un  iUpkantt  et  cela  avcc 
quelque  gloire  d'avoir  est<  esrim<e  k  la 
hault  priz." 

This  then  was  the  Indian  way 
of  "seeing  Hit  dephawt"  and 
of  paying,  as  at  the  present 
day,  an  enormous  price  for  the 
sight. 

(Common),  a  girl  is  said  to 
"  have  seen  the  elepkatd  '*  when 
she  has  lost  her  chastity. 
French,  "avoir  vu  le  loup." 

Elephant's  tmok  (rhyming  slang), 
drunk. 

Elemtion,  explained. by  quota- 
tion. 

'*  They  as  dinnot  tak'  iqpirits  down  tbor, 
tak'  their  peonord  o*  eUvmH0m  then— 
women-folk  especial." 

'*  What's  4/€vaium1'*  .  .  . 

"  Opium,  bor'  alive,  ofMom."— C.  Anv** 
Uy :  Altom  Lcdu. 

"  Elevated*'  is  English  for  in- 
toxicated in  a  slight  degree. 

Elfen,  to  walk  on  tiptoe  lightly 
(New  York  Slang  Diotionazy). 
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Embroider — Entire. 
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Probably  from    the    old  word 
alfent  hence  cJ^ft^  lifted. 

Embroider  (common),  to  exag- 
gerate, romance.  In  French, 
broder. 

Tom  tried  to  make  himself  appear  to  be 
a  hero  too,  and  succeeded  to  some  extent, 
but  then  he  always  had  a  way  of  em- 
hr^itUring. — Mississippi  Pilot, 

Emperor  (common),  "drank  as 
an  tm^peroT'*  The  quintessence 
of  intoxication.  Ten  times  "as 
drunk  as  a  lord."  The  French 
say  "  saoul  comme  trente  mille 
hommes."  (Thieves),  hence  a 
drunken  man. 

A  pinch  for  an  emptror^s  slang.  He 
was  in  his  altitudes,  and  we  pinched  his 
thimble,  slang  and  onions. — On  the  Trail. 

Empty  bottle  (Univ.  Cantab),  a 
pensioner.  Bristed,  in  his  "  Five 
Years  in  an  English  University," 
says,  "They  are  popularly  de- 
nominated empty  hotUet,  the  first 
word  of  the  appellation  being 
an  adjective,  though  were  it 
taken  as  a  verb  there  would  be 
no  untruth  in  it.  " 

End  (American),  "to  be  all  on 
enrf,"  to  be  very  angry  or 
irritated.  From  rising  up,  or 
jumping  up  in  a  rage.  Also 
applied  to  a  state  of  excite- 
ment, especially  of  anticipa- 
tion. "They  were  all  on  end 
to  see  the  President  go  by." 

Endacott,  to  (journalistic),  to  act 
like  a  constable  of  that  name 
who  arrested  a  woman  whom 
he  thought  to  be  a  prostitute. 


Constable  Endacott.  .  .  .  Though  he 
might  base  a  claim  to  a  pension  on  literary 
grounds,  as  having  enriched  the  English 
language  with  a  new  word  {to  Endacott^ 
V.  A),  it  is  not  probable  that  an  economical 
Government  would  value  this  addition  to 
the  dictionary  very  highly.  —  Evening 
News. 

The  expression  lived  "  ce  que 
vivent  les  roses,  I'espaoe  d'un 
matin,"  probably  on  account  of 
certain  facts  proved  in  the  course 
of  a  subsequent  investigation, 
and  which  showed  that  the  con- 
stable's name  ought  not  to  go 
down  to  posterity  as  that  of  an 
oppressor  of  womankind. 

Ends,  at  loose  (familiar).  When 
a  business  is  neglected,  or  its 
finances  are  in  a  precarious  con- 
dition, it  is  said  to  be  ai  loou  eruU, 

Enemy  (common),  used  in  the 
quaint  but  not  slangy  phrase, 
"How  goes  the  enemy f**  i.e., 
what  is  the  time  7 

Ensign  bearer  (military),  a  man 
with  a  red  and  blotchy  face 
arising  from  tippling. 

Enthuse  (American),  to  excite  en- 
thusiasm, to  be  enthusiastic.  A 
favourite  word  with  "gushing" 
clergymen.  "An  object  large 
enough  to  enthuse  an  angel's 
souL"  Enthused,  excited  with 
liquor. 

Entire  figfure,  the  (American),  to 
the  fullest  extent.  A  simile  na- 
turally derived  from  expressing 
sums  of  money  by  numerals 
or  "figures."  Also  the  "big 
figure,"  the  "  whole  figure." 
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E,  P, — Excruciators. 


E.  P.  (clerical),  a  very  common 
abbreviation,  means  the  **  East- 
ward Position/'  adopted  in  por- 
tions of  the  Communion  Service. 

Epsom  races  (rhyming  slang),  a 
pair  .of  braces. 

Equal  to  the  g^enuioe  Limbu^^er 

(American),  a  standard  simile 
for  anything  which  is  asserted 
to  attain  the  maximum  of  bad 
smells.  The  Oerman  Limburger 
cheese  has,  to  those  who  are  not 
accustomed  to  it,  an  intensely 
disagreeable  odour. 

Equipped  (thieves),  rich,  well 
dressed. 

Eriffs,  young  thieves  (New  York 
81ang  Dictionary). 

"  It's  the  gait  all  them  erij^^s  dances," 
observed  the  one-eyed  man.  '*  I  remem- 
ber once  I  was  in  cahoots  with  a  cove  like 
that."— ^n  ih€  Trail. 

Esdop  (back  slang),  police ;  pro- 
nounced *'  slops.' 


>» 


Enchred  (common),  played  out; 
from  a  game  at  cards. 

Europe  moming  (Anglo-Indian). 
When  a  man  gets  up  late,  that 
is,  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  he  is 
said  to  have  a  Europe  morning. 
The  expression  explains  itself. 

ETi^rate,  to  (common),  to  run 
away,  to  vanish. 

Everlasting:  staircase,  the 

(thieves).        The     treadwheel, 
originally     invented     by     Hr. 


Cubitt  in  1817,  and  first  used 
in  Brixton  Prison,  fell  some- 
what into  desuetude,  but  has 
been  revived  in  some  prisons 
under  the  (Government  r^me, 
as  an  instrument  both  of  utility 
for  grinding  corn,  raising  water, 
&c,  and  of  real  hard  labour. 
The  labour  varied  most  un- 
equally, eg,,  from  7500  feet 
ascent  in  the  day  in  Lewes 
prison  to  14,200  feet  in  Boston. 
This  inequality  and  consequent 
injustice  has  now  been  re- 
moved. 

Everton  coffee  (rhyming  slang), 
coffee. 

ETerythinsf  is  lovely,  and  the 
S^oose  hangs  high  (American), 
a  phrase  which  became  known 
during  the  war,  and  which 
formed  the  burden  of  a  popular 
song.  It  signified  that  all  is 
going  well.  The  gooee  is  a 
synonym  for  terror  or  alarm. 
Thus,  on  the  stage,  *'to  be 
goosed"  is  to  be  hissed,  and 
when  the  gooie  hangs  high  it  is 
equivalent  to  saying  that  there 
is  no  defeat  to  fear.  The  phrase 
originated  in  Philadelphia. 

Ewe  (old),  a  white  ewe,  a  hand- 
some woman;  an  old  ewe,  an 
old  woman. 

Exam,  (schools),  short  for  exami- 
nation. 

Ezcradators  (London),  the  new- 
fashioned  boot  or  shoe  painfully 
pointed. 


Execution — Face-making. 
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Joyfully  the  lads  bore  TOwd  Men  off 
to  Blurton's  and  got  him  a  real  shiny  pair 
of  pointed  excntciaUrs  (small  thirteens, 
T'Owd  'Un  usually  takes  calf  fourteensX 
Snorting  Times. 

Execution  day  (common),  wash- 
ing day  amongst  the  lower 
classes. 

Expecting;  (society),  a  common 
expression  for  a  woman  being 
in  the  family  way  ;  it  is  an 
abbreviation  for  expecting  her 
confinement. 

Explaterate  (American),  to  en- 
large upon,  to  hold  forth,  to 
explain  and  illustrate  fully. 

On  this  I  will  explaterate^ 

And  all  my  views  profusely  state. 

—Joel  B<wdlers  Campaign, 

From  the  obsolete  English  to 
exptaUt  to  unfold. 

Extrumps  (Winchester  College), 
a  corruption  of  extempore.  To 
"go  up  to  books  extrumps'*  is 
to  go  up  without  having  pre- 
pared one's  lesson.  **  Extrum- 
pere,"  a  jocose  perversion  of 
extempore,  has  been  used  by 
old  English  authors. 


Eye  limpet,  another  name  for  an 
artificial  eye. 

Eye-openers  (American),  one  of 
the  many  concoctions  drunk  at 
American  bars. 

In  the  vestibule  of  each  refreshment- 
room  there  is  an  American  bar,  whcra 
visitors  may  indulge  in  juleps,  cock- 
tails, cobblers,  rattlesnakes,  gum  ticklers, 
eye-0peiurs^  flashes  o'  lightning,  brandy 
smashes,  stone  fences,  and  a  variety  of 
similar  beverages. — E,  MacDermott :  The 
Popular  Guide  to  the  International  Ex* 
kiinticn  ofiZtt. 

Also  a  general  term  for  any 
kind  of  intoxicating  drink. 

(Society),  is  said  of  anything 
out  of  the  way. 

Of  course,  there  were  the  usual  eye- 
openers  in  the  way  of  dress.^^A^^ns 
Society, 


(low),  "no  more  eyu  nor 
arseholes,"  said  of  a  one-eyed 
man. 

Eye,  to  take  one's  (tailors),  to 
please  one's  fancy. 

Eye  water  (popular),  gin. 


lCE  (popular),  credit 
at  a  public-housa 
From  one's  physiog- 
nomy being  known 
there ;  or  from  /ocf , 
effrontery,  confidence.  '  *  To  run 
one's  /ace,"  to  obtain  credit  by 
efihrontery.  "He  has  no  face 
but  his  own"  (Grose),  he  has 


no  coin  (face*  in  French  slang) 
in  his  pocket. 

Face  entry  (theatrical),  the  entvfe 
or  freedom  of  access  to  a 
theatre,  from  the  face  being 
known. 

Face-nuUdng  (popnlar),  begetting 
children. 
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Facer — Fad. 


Facer  (pngilistic),  a  blow  on  the 
face.  J, 

While  showers  of  facers  told  so  deadly 

well 
That  the  cracked  jaw-bones  cracked  as 

they  fell. 

—T,  Moore. 

Blogg,  starting  upright,  tipped  the  fel- 
low Si/acer. — tmgoldsby  Legends. 

(Society),  a  metaphorical 
knock  down ;  severe  blow. 

The  news  of  his  having  hit  hb  leg  yes- 
terday has  proved  a  facer.  —  Sporting 
Times. 

(Popular),  a  tumbler  of  whlskj 
punch. 

(Irish),  a  dram,  a  full  glass. 
An  old  word  for  a  bumper  of 
wine. 

(Thieves),  a  man  who  places 
himself  directly  in  the  way  of 
persons  in  pursuit  of  his  ac- 
complices. Formerly /actfr  meant 
an  impudent  fellow. 

Face  the  music,  to  (popular),  a 
phrase  no  doubt  of  theatrical 
origin,  and  alluding  to  the  tre- 
pidation sometimes  felt  upon 
facing  the  audience.  The 
orchestra  is  generally  placed 
in  front  of  the  audience,  and 
consequently  nearest  the  stage. 
To  face  the  music  is  therefore  to 
meet  an  emergency.  Some- 
times it  means  **  to  show  one's 
hand,"  i.e.,  to  make  plain  one's 
purpose. 

(American),  to  boldly  meet  a 
severe  trial;  to  nerve  oneself 
up  to  go  through  a  disagree- 
able emergency.  Originally 
army   slang,    applied   to    men 


when  drummed  oat  to  the  tune 
of  the  "  Rogue's  March." 

Fade  (tailors),  the  man  working 
in  front  of  one.  *'  Fade  on  the 
bias,"  the  man  working  in 
front  of  one  to  the  right  or 
left.  "  Facie  on  the  two  thick," 
the  individual  working  imme- 
diately behind  one's  face-mate. 


Facings  (tailors),  **silk  facings'* 
are  beer  •  droppings  on  the 
breast  of  a  coat. 


I,  put  one  through  the 

(popular),  in  military  parlance 
the  regular  drill  —  "  Face  I " 
"Right  about  face  I"  &a  In 
popular  slang,  to  give  one  a 
scolding  or  call  him  to  account. 

We  were  scarcely  wed  a  week 

When  she/af/  me  throng^  myfmdmgs^ 
And  woUoped  me — and  worse ; 

She  said  I  did  not  want  a  wife, 
I  ought  to  have  had  a  nurse. 

—F.  Egerton :  If  my  wife  mould 
let  me. 


Facing   the 

begging. 


(tailors). 


Fad    (common),    hobby,    whim, 
fancy,  favourite  pursuit. 

It  seemed  a  harmless  bit  of  fun^ 

Tho'  smoking  is  a  sad 
Bad  habit  girls  might  better  shun 

Than  take  up  as  Kfad. 

—Bird  o*  Frudmm. 

Given  in  Wright's  Provincial 
Dictionary  as  a  provincialisni, 
and  by  Hotten  as  a  slang  term, 
though  it  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered as  such.  Obsolete  in  the 
sense  of  cherish,  caress,  fondle, 
and  now  a  low  expression  for  to 
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Fad — Fagot. 
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trifle,  play  the  fiddle.  It  has 
been  suggested  by  a  writer  in 
the  CamhUl  Magazine  that  it  is 
derived  from  **fid£ad,"  a  word 
that  has  been  long  in  use,  with 
much  the  same  meaning  as  fad. 
In  the  sense  of  trifling,  worth- 
less, it  is  derived  from  the 
Anglo-Norman  fade,  meaning 
originally  sad,  faded,  tainted, 
decoyed.  It  seems  to  have 
been  used  at  a  very  early  date 
to  signify  fanciful,  whimsical. 

Fad  cattle  (old  slang),  women  of 
easy  virtue. 

Faddist  (common),  enthusiast ; 
one  addicted  to  *'  fads,"  which 
see. 

Fadg^e  (popular),  a  corruption  of 
farthing. 

Fadg^er  (glaziers),  a  glazier's 
frame. 

Fadmong^er,  a  monger  of  "fads," 
which  see. 

It  has  hardly  yet  found  its  way  into 
the  dictionary,  but  "  fads  "  are  many,  and 
*'  faddists "  and  /admongers  abound. — 
Comhill  Magazint. 

Fae-gang,  a  gang  of  gypsies. 
Faa  was  a  common  name  for 
gypsies — not  assumed,  but  often 
accepted  by  them.  *' Johnnie 
Faa,  the  Gipsy  Laddie,"  is  the 
title  of  an  ancient  popular  bal- 
lad, recounting  how  a  hand- 
some vagrant  of  that  name  ran 
off  with  the  Countess  of  Cassilis, 
who  was  enamoured  of  him  for 
his  manly,  hearty,  and  winning 


manners.  Robert  Faa  is  the 
present  king  of  the  Scottish 
gypsies  at  Tetholm. 

Fag,  to  (thieves),  to  beat.  Ex- 
pressive of  the  trouble  in  giving 
a  beating. 

(School),  a  young  scholar  who 
has  to  wait  upon  and  do  all 
sorts  of  little  odd  jobs  for  an 
elder  one. 


er  (thieves),  a  small  boy  put 
into  a  window  to  rob  the  house 
or  to  open  it  for  others  to  rob ; 
called  also  ''little  snakesman." 

Fagot  (popular),  a  bundle  of  bits 
of  the  *'stickings"  (hence  pro- 
bably its  name),  sold  for  food  to 
the  London  poor  (Hottcn).  But 
more  probably  from  "fag-end." 
Also  a  term  of  contempt  applied 
to  a  woman  or  child  with  re- 
ference originally  to  the  slovenly 
garments,  the  person  being  com- 
pared to  a  bundle  of  sticks 
loosely  put  together.  The 
French  fa^oU  signifies  dressed 
in  ill-fitting,  badly  matched 
garments. 

Fagot  briefs,  bundles  of  worth- 
less papers  tied  up  with  red 
tape  carried  by  unemployed 
barristers  in  the  back  roivs  of 
the  courts  to  simulate  briefs 
(Hotten). 

Fagot  vote  (politicians),  votes 
given  by  electors  expressly 
qualified  for  party  purposes 
(Dr.  Brewer). 

Evidently  from  the  old  term 
^a^oUf    **  dummy "   soldiers   or 
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FcLgot — Fake. 


sailors  who  were  hired  to  appear 
at  muster  and  fill  up  the  com- 
panies or  crewa 

Fagot,  to,  an  expression  proper 
to  robbers;  that  is,  to  bind 
hand  and  foot  (Bajer's  Dic- 
tionarj,  1748).  It  is  curious  to 
note  the  coincidence  with  the 
French  cant  fagai^  a  convict; 
from  the  circumstance  that  con- 
victs were  all  bound  to  one 
common  chain  when  on  their 
way  to  the  hulks. 

Faints  (schoolboys),  in  vogue 
amongst  schoolboys  to  express 
a  wish  temporarily  to  withdraw 
from  participation  in  the  par- 
ticular sport  or  game  being 
played.  It  is  generally  under- 
stood that  this  can  only  take 
place  while  in  bounds  or  out  of 
danger.  It  is  somewhat  similar 
to  the  now  almost  obsolete  term 
"  wicket "  in  cricket. 

Fair  and  square  (common),  hon- 
est, honesty. 

She  beat  him  fair  and  square  in  a  two 
miles  and  a  quarter  gallop. — Bird  d  Frtt' 
dom. 

Also  fair^   square,  ctnd  above 
ground. 

I  will  have  none  of  this  hole  and  comer 
business.  ...  I  wish  all  the  criticisms  in 
my  paper  to  be  Jhir,  square,  and  abcvt 
ground, — Antfumy  Trollope. 

Fairlick  (Harvard  University),  a 
football  term  used  when  the 
ball  is  fairly  caught  or  kicked 
beyond  bounds. 


'*  Fairlick  r  be  cried,  and  raised  his 

dreadful  foot. 
Armed  at  all  points  with  the  ancestral 

boot.  —Harpardiana. 

Fair  rmtions  (sport),  fair  play, 
fairness. 

Their  protest  was  ludicrous  in  its  insig- 
nificance, y2ur  rmtions  out  of  the  question. 
—Toby, 

Fair  trade  (thieves),  smuggling. 

Faithful,  one  of  the  (common),  a 
tailor  giving  long  credit.  As 
this  trade  is  in  London,  at  all 
events,  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Jews,  they  are 
sarcastically  said  to  have  joined 
the  ranks  of  the/at^iiZ;  or  this 
when  they  allow  long  credit  to 
a  customer,  a  practice  which,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  also  often  makes 
the  old  sajring  concerning  them 
literally  true — **  his  faith  has 
made  him  unwhole,'*  t.e.,  bank- 
rupt. 

Fake,  a  very  ancient  cant  word, 
possibly  from  fac^e,  used  in  the 
honest  sensey>f  to  do,  to  make, 
originally,  but  afterwards  in  the 
dishonest  one.  The  word  was 
popularised  by  a  song  introduced 
in  Mr.  Ainsworth's  novel  **  Rook- 
wood."  It  is  used  with  various 
significations,  and  in  this  respect 
exactly  corresponds  to  the  verb 
faire  of  the  French  slang. 
(Thieves),  to  rob. 

All  who  in  Blois  entertain  honest  riews. 
Have  long  been  in  bed,  and  enjojing  a 

snooze. 
Nought    is   waking    save   miaduef  and 

faking. 
And  a  few  who  are  sitting  np  brewing  or 

baking. 

^-Ingoldsiy  Ltgtnds, 
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Fake — Fakement. 
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To  do,   to  make,  to   cheat, 

swindle,  beg,  malinger  or  coun- 

.    terfeit  illness  or  sores,  to  escape 

labour  and  gain  the  diet  of  the 

infirmary. 

Having  set  his  mind  upon  shirking  all 
work,  he  announces  his  intention  to  fake 
the  doctor  and  "work"  the  parson. — 
Evening  News. 

To  continue,  go  on. 

In  box  of  the  stone  peg  I  was  bom, 
Of  a  hempen  widow  the  kid  forlorn  ; 
Fiike  away  I 

—Aif$swortA:  Rooktuood, 

*'Pake  away,  there's  no  down," 
go  on,  there  is  no  one  looking. 
To  '*fakx  a  screeve,"  to  draw 
up  a  false  document,  a  begging 
letter;  to  *^ fakt  one's  slangs," 
to  file  through  one's  irons;  to 
**fa3ee  a  cly,"  to  pick  a  pocket. 

(American  thieves),  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  meaning,  cut- 
ting out  the  wards  of  a  key. 

"  Faking  the  sweetener,"  kis- 
sing. 

(Sporting),  to  hocus  or  poison. 
To  insert  ginger  under  a  horse's 
taO. 

(American  and  English),  false 
report,  deception,  pretence, 
blind. 

.  .  .  And  that  naming  the  house  in  the 
ridiculous  way  it  was  named  was  merely  a 
/aJU  to  draw  attention  to  it.—/.  GretH' 
wood:  Tag,  Rag,  6r»  Co. 

The  report  sent  out  .  .  .  does  not  bear 
investigation.  It  is  st.  fake,  and  nothing 
tXsit,— Daily  Inter  Ocean, 

"I  heard  your  brother  had  gone  to 
New  York." 

"Oh,  that  was  9^  fake.  He  was  badly 
punished  at  football,  and  is  lying  low  to 
fetch  up."— rA«  Youth t  Contpamon. 


Also  invention,  contrivance. 

That  was  one  of  the  best  faket  of  the 
time,  and  there  vras  lots  of  money  in  it 
too. — Birdd  Frtodom. 

(Card-sharpers),  a  dodge. 

Now  to  learn  some  new  fakes  with  the 
hroaAs.— Sporting  Times. 

(Stage), /aifce  is  another  term 
for  *'  make  up  '*  of  a  character ; 
to  fake^  to  paint  one's  face. 

Or  ask  what  their  age  is,  they'll  scorn- 
fully say — 

"  I  do  not  fake  (and  smiling),  I'm  twenty 
to-day." 

— Bird  d  Freedom. 

In  conjuring,  any  mechanical 
contrivance  for  the  performance 
of  a  trick.  So  also  in  a  show,  if, 
for  example,  an  apparently  ordi- 
nary dinner  plate  had  a  small 
nick  in  it  to  help  its  being 
caught  on  the  point  of  a  knife 
after  being  tossed  into  the  air, 
the  plate  would  he  faked.  Again , 
bustling  through  a  show  of  any 
kind  under  difficulties  artfully 
concealed  from  the  spectators 
VR  faking  it. 

•*  Faking  the  duck,"  adulter- 
ating, dodgery. 

Fakeman  Charley,  the  mark  of 
the  owner  of  a  stolen  object. 

Fftkement,  a  word  of  general  ap- 
plication among  the  lower  or- 
ders for  the  doing  of  anything ; 
trade,  profession,  contrivance, 
invention. 

T^e  fakement  conn'd  by  knowing  rooks 
Must  be  well  known  to  you. 

— The  Leary  Man. 

(Thieves  and  vagrants),  a  false 
begging  petition. 
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Lawyer  Bob  6xKm% /mkem$aUs  ap ;  he's 
tipped  a  peg  for  each. — Dwcaftgtt  A  mgUcui  : 
Ttu  Vulgar  Tongue. 

Any  dishonest  practice,  swin- 
dling dodge,  forgery. 

I  cnltivated  his  acquaiotance  .  .  .  and 
put  him  up  to  the  neatest  MttXt/uktmgni 
in  the  world ;  just  showed  him  to  raise 
two  hundred  pounds  .  .  .  just  by  ugning 
his  father's  name. — H,  KingtUy :  Gtqffiry 
Hamlyn. 

Also  the  depositions  of  a  wit- 
ness. 

Fakements  (theatrical),  small 
properties  or  make-up,  such  as 
a  hare's  foot,  an  old  white 
stocking-top,  piece  of  burnt 
cork,  &c,  all  you  can  get  in  a 
"make-up"  box,  a  cigar-box. 
Certain  pantomimists  are  ac- 
customed to  call  the  proper- 
ties used  in  the  harlequinade 
fakemenU.  A  good  story  of 
Macready,  whose  loathing  for 
the  very  name  of  slang  was 
notorious,  is  told  in  connection 
with  this  subject.  When  star- 
ring in  HamUt  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  the  manager  was  short- 
handed,  and  an  unfortunate 
clown  was  pressed  into  the 
service  for  Francisco,  who 
speaks  the  first  line  of  the 
play.  The  poor  pantomimist 
was  waiting  in  great  anxiety 
for  the  halberd  or  partizan  he 
was  to  carry  while  mounting 
guard,  and  the  property-man 
who  ought  to  have  provided  it 
was  conspicuous  by  his  absence. 
The  great  Mac,  grim  and  growl- 
ing, and  more  atrabilarious  than 
usual,  opened  fire  with — 


"  Br — er— «Te  we  to  stay  here 
all  day  T    Begin,  air,  begin.** 

♦♦  Can't  begin,  gnVnor,'*  quoth 
the  down. 

**  Br— why  not,  air  t  er — why 
not!" 

**  'Cos  I  ain't  got  my  /ate. 
vurUt" 

"Your  what,  sir?  Good 
heavens !  your  what  7  " 

**  Mj  fctkemenU.  Here,  I  aay, 
cully"  (catching  sight  of  the 
property-man,  who  had  jost  put 
in  an  appearance),  **  huid  over 
the  fakemtrUs"  * 

The  great  Mac,  thoroughly 
nonplussed,  growled  to  the  pro- 
perty-man— 

"By  all  means,  Mr.  Colly, 
hand  over  the  gentleman's /Ux- 
menUt  <uid  let  us  b^^  the 
rehearsal." 

Faker  (popular  and  thieves).  This 
word  is  applied  to  a  great 
variety  of  men — pedlars,  work- 
men, thieves.  From  **  to  fake." 
In  Dutch  slang  fokker  is  a  thief ; 
Jieker  in  German  cant. 

(Circus),  a  faker,  a  circus 
rider  or  performer. 

(Popular),  a  prostitute's  lover, 
bully. 

Fakes  and  slnmboes  (theatrical), 
one  of  the  numerous  synonyms 
used  by  pantomimists  to  de- 
scribe properties. 

Fall  of  the  leaf  (old  caht),  hang- 
ing. Parker  says,  *'The  new 
mode  of  hanging.  The  culprit 
is  brought  upon  a  stage,  and 
placed  upon  a  leaf.    When  the 
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rope  is  fixed  about  his  neck  the 
leaf  falls,  and  the  body  imme- 
diately becomes  pendant.'* 

WHy,  I  suppose  yon  kno^  that  he  wai 
knocked  down  for  the  crap  the  last  ses- 
sions.    He  went  off  at  lhefxll0/ike  Urn/ 
at  Tuck'cm  Fair.— ^.  Parker:  VarugtUtd 
Characters. 

Fall,  to  (thieves),  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

A  little  time  after  this  I  ^// again  at  St 
Mary  Cray  for  being  found  at  the  back  of 
a  house. — Hartley:  Jottirngs/nfm  JaiL 

False  hereafters  (American), 
bustles. 

The  scheme  worked  to  perfection.  In 
the  large  bustles  which  they  wore,  the 
dudes  carried  off  their  wardrobe  in  large 
false  hereafters^  and  passed  the  lady  of 
the  house  on  their  way  out. — New  York 
National  Police  Gazette. 

Fam,  fem  (thieves),  the  hand. 

If  they  do  get  their  fame  on  me  111  be 
in  for  a  stretch  of  air  and  exercise. — On 
the  Trail. 

The  gypsies  claim  this  as  a  Ro- 
many word  and  derive  it  from 
/em,  five,  or  the  five  fingers,  al- 
though five  in  Romany  is  fanye, 

Fambles,  fumbles  (thieves),  the 
hands.     Vide  Fah. 

Fam  gfrasp  (old  cant),  shaking 
hands. 

Family  disturbance  (cowboys), 
whisky. 

Family  man  (thieves),  one  of  the 
fraternity  of  thieves.  Also  a 
receiver  of  stolen  goods  or 
''fence." 


Fam  lay  (thieves),  robbing  a 
store  by  pretending  to  examine 
goods.  But  more  specially  to 
rob  a  jeweller  by  means  of  a 
sticky  substance  attached  to  the 
palm  or  fingers,  thus  abstracting 
theiurticles  shown. 

Fam  squeeze  (thieves),  strang- 
ling. 

Fam,  to  (thieves),  to  handle ;  from 
the  gypsy  fan  or  vangrL 

Fan  (thieves),  a  waistcoat. 

Fan,  to  (thieves),  to  steal  from  the 
person.  (Prov.  Cumberland),  to 
feel,  to  find. 

On  the  way  down  the  street  Pete  was 
very  friendly  and  entertaining,  wa^  fanned 
the  countryman's  pocket  where  he  had 
seen  him  put  the  roll,  but  it  had  been 
shifted.— A^rw  York  World. 

Fancy  bloke  (sporting),  a  sporting 
man ;  also  the  favoured  man  of 
a  low  class  woman,  or  prosti- 
tute. 

Fancy  house  (prostitutes),  a 
house  of  ill-repute. 

Fancy  Joseph  (common),  a  youth 
who  is  a  general  favourite  and 
pet  among  prostitutes.  Also 
**  Cupid,"  a  mere  boy,  who  goes 
with  fast  women  or  girls.  An 
M.D.,  a  **  milliner's  darling." 

Fancy  man  (prostitutes),  the  lover 
of  a  prostitute. 

But  my  nattiest  blowen,  one  fine  day. 

Fake  away ! 
To  the  beak  did  \itxfa9uy  man  betray. 
— Ainsworth:  Rockwooef* 

Z 
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Fancy  pieces  (common),  prosti- 
tutes. 

Fancy,  the,  the  favourite  pastimes 
of  sporting  men. 

That  boxing  and  ratting,  and  other  fomu 
of  tke/cutcyy  sttU  exist  as  part  of  the  amose- 
roents  of  the  lower  orders  is  perfectly  true, 
but  they  can  no  longer  be  classed  as  among 
the  amusements  of  those  who  cannot  afford 
to  pay  high  prices  of  admission  to  illegal 
entertainments. — S/ms:  How  iht  Poor 
Live, 

The  word  very  soon  became 
specialised  with  reference  to  the 
devotees  of  the  prize  ring. 

They  hurried  to  be  present  at  the  eac 
pected  Rcene  with  tbe  alacrity  of  gentlemen 
of  the  fancy  hastening  to  a  set  to. — Soott: 
St.  RonaHS  WeU. 

Other  meaning  explained  by 
quotation. 

His  father  took  a  great  deal  to  ifu/atify 
...  it  meant  dealing  in  birds,  and  dogs, 
and  rabbits.—/'  Greenwood:  The  LittU 
Ragamuffins. 

Fancy  work,  to  take  in  (com- 
mon). In  general  use  among 
milliners,  dressmakers,  and  shop 
girls,  who  resort  to  secret  pros- 
titution to  eke  out  their  scanty 
earnings  at  legitimate  work.  If 
a  girl  known  to  be  receiving 
small  wages  dresses  well  and 
seems  to  have  plenty  of  money, 
it  is  said  of  her,  "  Oh,  she  takes 
in  fancy  work." 

Fanning  (thieves),  a  beating,  also 
stealing.  Cross-/annt»5r,  steal- 
ing from  the  person  with  the 
arms  crossed,  the  right  hand 
operating  under  the  left  arm- 
pit 


Fanny  (common),  the  feno.  pud. 

Fanny  Adams  (naval),  tinned 
mutton. 

Fanny  Blair  (rhyming  slang),  the 
hair. 

Fanqni  (Anglo-Chinese),  a  Euro- 
pean ;  literally  foreign  deviL 

Fanteeg  (popular),  to  be  "in  a 
regular /uite^/'  to  be  perplexed, 
embarrassed,  to  be  at  one's  wits' 
end  (provincial  English). 

Far-  back  (tailors),  an  indifferent 
workman  or  an  ignorant  per- 
son. 

Farm  (common),  a  place  where  il- 
legitimate children  are  boarded, 
or  rather  starved,  for  a  given 

sum. 

lliere  can  be  no  question  that  he  has  a 
better  chance  .  .  .  though  his  treacherous 
"adopter'*  deserts  him  on  a  door-step, 
than  if  he  were  so  kindly  cruel  as  to  tote- 
rate  his  existence  at  the  Jkrm. — Grtem- 
toood:  Seven  Curses  o/I^ndon. 

(Prison),  the  prison  hospitaL 

He  .  .  .  first  entered  into  a  critica]  de- 
scription of  the  dietary  system  of  the^rw 
infirmary. — Kveniiq^  News, 

To  "fetch  the  farm,**  to  ob- 
tain infirmary  treatment  and 
diet. 

.  . .  The  dodges  which  would  take  place 
to  •*  fetch  xha/arm," — Exmwng  JNews, 

Farmer  (conmion),  one  who  keeps 
a  "farm,"  which  see. 

These  are  not  the  /krmers  who  ai^)end 
to  their  advertisements  the  notification  that 
children  of  ill-health  are  not  objected  to.— 
Greewmood  :  Seven  Cmrus  <tfLot»dmu 


Fashno — Fawney. 
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(Thieves),  an  aldennan. 
Kent  a  hare. 


In 


Fashno,  fashni,  fashioni  (gypsy), 
false,  counterfeit  ;  faihni  au' 
gtutrinst  false  (gold)  rings ;  also 
foukino  fauny.  {Fauny  is  cant- 
ing-) 

Fast  (common),  in  want  of  money. 
Same  as  *'  hard  up." 

Fat  (thieves),  money.  French 
slang,  graUse,  Fat  cull,  a  rich 
man.  (Printers),  paying  work 
in  contradistinction  to  bad  or 
"  lean  "  work.  This  paying 
work  consists  of  blank  spaces 
in  a  page  which  are  paid 
for  at  the  same  rate  as  pag^ 
fully  printed.  Short  lines  of 
verse  set  up  in  type  are  also 
considered  as  being  fat,  (Popu- 
lar), vide  Cut  it  pat,  Cut  up 
PAT.  (Theatrical),  a^art  with 
good  lines  and  telling  situation 
that  gives  the  player  an  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing  to  advan- 
tage is  said  to  be  fatj  or  to  have 
fat.  When  an  actor  has  a  part 
of  this  kind,  his  colleagues  are 
wont  to  say  "he's  got  all  the 
fat.''  (Princeton  College),  re- 
mittances of  money  to  students. 
(English  and  American),  fat 
thing,  something  which  is  very 
profitable  or  "fat." 

*'Tho!»c  concerns  will  some  time  be 
unable  to  pay  their  interest,"  say  these 
wise  men,  "  and  then  we  will  step  in  and 
get  a^/at  thing.*' — American  Ntw*paptr. 

Fat  flab  (Winchester),  part  of  a 
breast  of  mutton. 


Father  (thieves),  a  receiver  of 
stolen  property.  (University), 
father  of  a  college,  the  praelector 
who  presents  his  men  for  de- 
grees and  represents  the  parents. 
(Printers),  a  person  elected  to 
preside  as  chairman  to  the 
"chapel"  (which  see)  when  held. 
He  acts  as  a  medium  between 
master  and  men.  (Naval),  the 
dockyard  name  given  to  the 
builder  of  a  ship  of  the  navy. 

Fatness  (common),  wealth. 

That  a  man  who  has  enjoyed  so  many 
years  oi  fatness  should  die  in  absolute 
penury. — Sporiing  Times. 

Fawney  (thieves),  a  ring;  als>o 
"fauney." 

We  believe  that  ^e/auneys  on  the  hands 
were  not  molested,  probably  being  left  to 
be  requuitioned  on  some  future  occasion. 
— Bird  o  Freedom. 

Hotten  gives  the  derivation, 
Irish,  fainee^  a  ring. 

Fawney  bouncing  (thieves),  sell- 
ing rings  for  a  pretended  wager. 

Fawney  dropper  (thieves),  one 
who  practises  the  ring-dropping 
trick.     Vide  Fawney  Rig. 

Shallow  fellows  gad  the  hoof  and  fence 
their  cant  of  togs,  whilst ^«'«<y  drofpers 
gammon  the  flats  and  take  the  yokels  in. — 
Ducange  Anglicus:  The  Vulgeir  Tongue. 

Fawney  rig  (thieves),  the  ring- 
dropping  trick.  A  rogue  drops 
a  valueless  ring  or  other  article 
of  jewellery  and  when  he  sees 
a  person  picking  it  up,  claimB 
half ;  or,  he  pretends  to  have 
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just  found  the  article  and  offers 
it  for  sale  to  a  passer-bj  at  a 
low  price.  A  few  years  ago 
the  article  offered  was  generally 
a  meerschaum  pipe. 

Fawnied  (thieves),  with  rings, 
wearing  rings. 

Feathers  (popular),  money.  Pro- 
bably from  the  phrase  to 
"  feather  one's  nest." 

Feed  (common),  a  meaL 

When  he  did  give  a  feed  he  always 
limited  the  invitation  to  four. — Bityl  0* 
Freedom, 

(Football),  to  feed,  to  support. 

Feeder  (thieves),  a  silver  spoon. 
(Nautical),  a  small  river  falling 
into  a  large  one,  or  into  a  dock 
or  float.  Feedert  in  pilots'  lan- 
guage are  the  passing  spurts 
of  rain  which  "feed"  a  gale 
(Smyth). 

Feeding;  gale  (nautical\  a  storm 
which  is  on  the  increase,  some- 
times getting  worse  at  each 
succeeding  squalL  When  a  gale 
freshens  after  rain  it  is  said  to 
have  fed  the  gale  (Smyth). 

Feele  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
girl ;  from  the  French  JdU,  or 
the  Italian  fylia. 

Feet  (old),  "to  make  feet  for 
children's  stockings,"  to  beget 
children. 

Feet  casements,  a  humorous  ex- 
pression for  shoes  or  boots. 


But  be  managed  withont  it;  only  the 
new  /eet  ctuemtnts  were  not  aeaaooed. — 
Tofy, 

Fegaries  (American),  old  Bnglish 
for  "vagaries,"  fads,  caprices, 
whimsies,  odd  fiuicies,  whims. 
A  common  word  in  New  Sng- 
land. 

Fell  and  didn't  (taUors)  is  said  of 
a  man  who  walks  lame. 

Fellingf  a  bit  on  (tailors).  North- 
em  feU,  sharp,  crafty,  doing 
something  underhand. 

Fellow  -  commoner  (Cambridge 
University),  an  empty  bottle 
(Hotten). 

Fellow-comp.  (printers),  a  term 
of  familiarity  used  by  composi- 
tors amongst  themselves,  espe- 
cially for  those  employed  in  the 
same  office. 

Fellow-P.  (printers),  a  designa- 
tion applied  to  each  other  by 
apprentices  that  have  been 
bound  to  the  same  master  or 
firm,  whether,  in  the  past  or  in 
the  present.  In  some  laige 
offices  it  is  customary  to  have 
an  annual  gathering  of  these 
fdLow-P.^  and  such  reunions 
are  very  sociable,  and  the  tra- 
ditions of  a  firm  are  thus 
handed  down. 

Fen  (thieves ),  a  prostitute.  A  mis- 
pronunciation of /smm«,  or  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon  ftn  or  /eim, 
mud,  dirt.  Compare  with  the 
French  gadoue,  meaning  both 
Paris  mud  and  prostitute. 


Fen — Ferg. 
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(American  and  provincial  Eng- 
lish), a  boy's  exclamation  to  ex- 
press warning  or  prohibition. 
•*  Fen  puds,"  or  **fen  ball,"  keep 
away  the  ball;  from  English 
**  fence  off,"  or  very  old  English, 
fend,  ward  off.  English  boys 
use  the  word  **  feign,"  I  decline ; 
also  "  feign  it,"  leave  off. 

Fence  (thieves),  a  receiver  of 
stolen  property ;  also  his  house 
or  shop.    Probably  from  **fe/ioe 


in. 

About  two  moon  after  this  same  Jitnci 
fell  for  buying  two  finns. — Horslty:  Jot' 
ttHgt/rom  Jail.  \ 

G.  Parker,  in  his  "  Variegated 
Characters,"  says :  **  In  Field 
Lane,  where  the  handkerchiefs 
are  carried,  there  are  a  number 
of  shops  called  *  fence  shops,' 
where  you  buy  any  number.' 


)> 


Fence-riding'  (American),  said  of 
those  who  wait  to  see  which 
side  it  will  pay  them  to  indorse, 
and  then  when  victory  or  suc- 
cess seems  certain,  to  throw  in 
their  lot  with  the  winning  side. 

This  question  is  one  of  clear  right  and 
wrong,  and  there  can  be  no  fence-riding 
when  the  rights  of  four  millions  of  men  are 
at  stake. — Congressional  Globe. 

Fence,  sitting;  on  the.  Although 
without  doubt  American  in  its 
later  usage,  the  idea  conveyed 
is  "as  old  as  the  hills."  Trench, 
in  his  "  English  Past  and  Pre- 
sent," page  300,  points  out  how 
singular  it  is  that  not  only  is 
the  same  idea  embodied  in  the 
phrase  as  in  the  Latin  pravari' 


cato,  viz.,  "  straddling  with  dis- 
torted legs,"  but  that  it  should 
also  carry  with  it  almost  exactly 
the  same  figurative  meaning  as 
the  classical  word.  '*  To  sit  on 
the  fence,"  in  political  cant  par- 
lance, is  to  wait  and  see  how 
things  go  before  committing 
oneself  to  definite  action  or 
partisanship. 

A  kind  o'  hangin'  round  an'  teitin'  on 

tJufence^ 
Till  Providence  pinted  how  to  jump  an' 

save  the  most  expense. 

— Biglow  Papers. 

Sometimes  the  phrase  is  varied 
with  "  sitting  on  both  sides  of 
the  hedge."  The  expression  is 
of  Western  growth,  being  trace- 
able to  the  care  with  which  the 
squatter  fences  in  his  lot ;  it  al>o 
being  a  point  of  vantage  at  the 
top  of  which,  at  the  close  of  the 
day's  work,  he  can  smoke  his 
pipe  and  survey  his  possessions 
while  thinking  out  his  plans  for 
the  future. 

Fence,  to  (thieves),  to  sell  stolen 
property,  or  take  it  to  a  re- 
ceiver's.   The  term  is  old. 

It's  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  fenced 
a  mm  screen  with  him.— ^.  Parker: 
Variegated  Characters. 

Also  to  spend  money. 

Fencing;  crib  (thieves),  a  place 
where  stolen  property  can  be 
disposed  of. 

Fendng:  cuUy  (old),  a  receiver  of 
stolen  goods. 

Ferg;,  to  (Vermont  University), 
old  English  ferke^  to  hasten,  pro- 
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ceed,  go.  As  going  out  of  a 
rage.  Gennan  vergehen.  When 
a  man  is  cooling  down  from 
intense  excitement  or  passion 
he  is  said  to  f  erg, 

Ferguson  (common),  generally 
heard  expressed  as,  '*It's  all 
very  well,  Mr.  Ferguton;  you're 
very  good-looking,  but  you  can*t 
come  in."  Said  to  be  addressed 
to  men  who  are  not  known  at- 
tempting to  obtain  admission 
to  "close"  gambling  -  houses, 
or  other  haunts  of  dissipation, 
where  close  watch  is  kept  for 
fear  of  the  police.  There  is  a 
song  which  has  this  sentence 
for  a  refrain.  It  was  very  com- 
mon, and  used  with  many  ap- 
plications from  1845  to  1850. 

Ferret  (thieves),  a  young  thief 
who  gets  into  a  coal  barge  and 
throws  coal  over  the  side  to  his 
confederates.  (Old),  a  trades- 
man who,  having  supplied  goods 
at  ruinous  prices  on  credit,  con- 
tinually duns  his  customers  for 
payment. 

Ferricadouzer,  a  knock  •  down 
blow,  a  good  thrashing  (Hotten). 
Evidently  derived  from  the  Ita- 
lian fare  cadere,  to  cause  to  fall, 
and  dossOt  back. 

Fess,  to  (American  university),  to 
fail  in  reciting  the  lesson,  to- 
gether with  a  mute  appeal  for 
no  further  questions  to  be  put. 
The  military  cadets  at  West 
Point  also  use  the  word  in  a 
similar  way.  Old  English  fete^ 
to  frighten,  make  afraid. 


And  when  yon  and  I  and   Benny  and 

General  Jackson  too, 
Are  brought  before  a  final  board  our  coum 

of  life  to  view. 
May  we  nerer  fus  on  any  point,  but  then 

be  told  to  go 
To  join  the  army  of  the  blest,  with  Benny 

Havens,  O ! 

— S^Mg:  Benny  H ovens  ^  O I 

Fetch  (common),  a  success;  to 
fetch,  to  please,  to  arouse  lively 
interest,  excite  admiration. 

"  You  come  up  to  the  window  and  touch 
3rour  hat,  and  say,  '  Luggage  all  in,  my 
Lord;*  that  will  /eicA  'emT^Bird  • 
Freedom. 

(Theatrical),  is  said  of  a  play 
or  entertainment  which  finds 
great  favour  with  the  public 
and  attracts  large  audiences. 

The  masher's  ballet  is  one  of  the  features 
of  the  show  and  ought  to  fetch  nonh 
London. — Evening  News. 

(Thieves),  to  fetch  the  farm. 
Vide  Farm. 

Fetch  a  lagg^g;,  to  (thieves),  to 
be  serving  out  one's  sentence  at 
a  convict  establishment. 

Millbaiik  for  thick  shins  aiid  graft  at  the 

pump, 
Broadmoor  for   all  lags  as  go  off  their 

chump, 
Brixton  for  good  toke  and  cocoa  with  fat, 
Dartmoor  for  bad  grub  but  plenty  of  chat, 
Portsmouth  a  blooming  bad  place  for  hard 

work, 
Chatham  on  Sunday  gives  four  ounces  of 

pork, 
Portland  is  the  worst  of  the  lot  for  to  joke 

in, 
Yor  fetching  a  lagging  there  is  no  place 

like  Woking. 

—A    Thief  s  Production,  quoted  by 
HorsUy:  Jottings  from  JeuL 

Fetch  Up,  to  (popular),  to  startle. 
(American),  to  come  to  light. 


'■-WW  I.  ■•         -     <«.-'L4*- 
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/V/cA — Fiddler's  green. 
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and  said,  for  example,  of  the 
bodies  of  drowned  people. 

"  Bodies  that  come  over  the  Calls,  they 
mostly y^/cA  u/  here." 

"Things  always  /rUA  up  sooner  or 
later,  but  it's  sometimes  a  week  before  we 
get  'em." — Between  Two  Oceans. 

Also  to  recruit  one's  strength, 
to  recover  from  some  illness. 

Fettle  (popular),  '*  in  good  /cWZ^," 
in  good  order,  well  equipped. 
Also  in  a  good  state  of  mind, 
jolly,  or  very  drunk. 

Fever-time  (Winchester  College), 
the  time  when  superannuated 
college  prefects  go  for  a  fort- 
night into  a  sick-room  in  order 
to  "  mug,"  that  is,  to  give  them- 
selves up  to  hard  study. 


Fez  (Harrow),  the  tasselled  cap 
worn  by  members  of  a  football 
eleven.  A  member  of  that 
society. 

Fibbery  (thieves),  lying.  From 
"fib." 

And  if  you  come  lo/ibbery 
You  must  mug  one  or  two. 

—  The  Leary  Man. 

Fibbing;  gloak  (old  cant),  a  pugi- 
list. 

Fibbing  match  (thieves),  a  prize 
fight. 

Fibbings  (boxing),  rapid,  repeated 
blows,  delivered  at  a  short 
distance. 

I  say,  could   I  borrow  these  gentlemen's 

muses, 
More  skilled  than  my  neck,  or  in  ^bHt$gs 

and  bruises. 

—Ingoldthy  Legends. 


Fib,  to  (old  cant),  to  strike,  beat. 
(Boxing),  to  deliver  rapid  blows 
at  a  short  distance. 

E^ch  cull  completely  in  the  dark 
Resolved  \i)&JilAing  not  to  mind. 

'-'Ainswortk:  Rookwood. 

.  .  .  His  whole  person  put  in  chancery, 
stung,  bruised.  Jibbed^  propped,  fiddled, 
slogged,  and  otherwise  ilUtreated. — Cutk- 
bert  Bedel  Adventures  of  Mr.  Verdant 
Green. 

To  tell  lies. 

Fickle  Johnny  Crow  (West  In- 
dian), one  who  does  not  know 
his  own  mind. 

Fiddle  (Stock  Exchange)  a  six- 
teenth part  of  ;^i. 

Done  at  tl  fiddle ;  *'  Sugar  "  getting  in ! 
^Atkin :  House  Scraps. 

(Thieves),  a  whip.  (Popular), 
a  sharper;  the  Scotch  fiddle, 
the  itch;  a  sixpence,  possibly 
from  the  expression  "fiddler's 
money,"  sixpences.  (Tailors), 
second  fiddle,  an  unpleasant 
task. 

Fiddle-face  (popular),  a  wizened 
countenance. 

Fiddler  (pugilistic),  a  pugilist  who 
depends  more  on  his  activity 
than  upon  his  strength  or  stay. 
(Popular),  a  sharper,  a  cheat,  a 
careless,  dilatory  person.  Also 
a  sixpence  or  farthing. 

Fiddler's  g^een  (nautical),  a  sort 
of  sensual  Elysium,  where  sailors 
are  represented  as  exgoying  for 
a  "full  due"  those  amenities 
for    which    Wapping,     Castle 
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Rag,  and  the  back  of  Ports- 
mouth Point  were  onoe  noted 

(Smyth). 

Fiddle,  to  (thieves),  to  gamble  and 
consequentlj  to  cheat.  (Popa- 
lar),  to  get  one^s  living  bj  doing 
small  jobs  in  the  streets.  To 
plaj  upon,  to  take  in. 

She's  diddled  me.  ^^ijiddltd  me,  nigh 
Sent  me  ofif  my  chump. 

—Rohton:  Ballad, 

(Common),  to  take  liberties 
with  a  woman.  (American),  to 
intrigue,  or  intrigue  craftily. 

Bob  is  the  man  yi\ioJiddled  himself  into 
Congress. — St.  Louis  ChronicU. 

(Pugilistic),  to  strike. 

Fidlam  bens  (thieves),  thieves 
who  have  no  speciality,  who 
will  steal  anything. 

Fidlam  coves  (thieves).  Vide 
FiDLAH  Bens. 

Field  (sport),  the  runners  in  any 
race.  (Turf),  the  horses  in  a 
race  as  opposed  to  the  favour- 
ite. To  *  *  chop  the  fidd  "  is  said 
of  a  horse  that  outstrips  the 
rest,  literally  "whips"  them. 
Vide  To  Chop. 

Bismarck,  whose  terrific  speed  enabled 
him  to  chop  h\%yield, — Sporting  Times. 

To  "lay  against  the  fidd"  is 
to  back  one  horse  against  all 
comers.    (Hunting),  the  riders. 

The  cry  of  the  *'fidd  a  pony," 
means  that  the  layer  is  willing 
to  bet  even  money  on  the  gene- 
ral mass  of  runners  against  any 
one  competitor.     The  backers 


woold,   of   course,   select   the 
favourite  on  these  terms. 

Fielder  (turf),  one  who  backs  the 
"  field"  (which  see)  against  one 
horse.  Also  a  "layer"  or  "book- 
maker.** 

Yet  the  confiding  fitldtr  who  took  this 
security  stood  him  in  Paris  for  about  j^xoo. 
—Birdo'  Fretdom, 

Field-lane  dock  (popular),  a  baked 
sheep's  head.  Fidd-lane  was  a 
low  London  thoroughfare  lead- 
ing from  the  foot  of  Hdbom 
Hill  to  the  purlieus  of  Clerken- 
well  (Hotten). 

Field,  to  (Winchester  College),  to 
jump  into  the  water  before  an- 
other goes  in,  so  as  to  assist 
him.  (Turf),  to  back  the  "  field.** 
which  see. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  has  lately 
been  an  uncommon  eagerness  ip  field. — 
SportiMg  Times. 

Field,  to  lead  the  (city),  to  set  an 
example  which  is  followed  by 
all  others.  Evidently  an  adap- 
tation of  the  sporting  phrase. 

Fiery  lot  (popular),  a  word  which 
does  not  mean  in  ordinary  slang 
hot-tempered  so  much  as  "fast** 
and  rollicking. 

Berty  isn't  bad-tempered,  though  he's 

s,yji<Ak  9i  fiery  lei  ; 
And  he's  cool,  though  when  he's  spree- 

ing,  he's  a  boy  that  goes  it  hot. 

^Broadside:  My  BeHy. 

Fi-fa  (legal),  a  writ  of  ffri- 
faciaZt  i.f.,  a  writ  lying  for  him 


Fifer — File, 
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who  has  recovered  an  action  of 
debt  or  damages,  to  levy  the 
debt  or  damages  against  whom 
the  recovery  was  had. 

Fifer  (tailors),  a  waistcoat-maker. 

Fig  (common),  "to  be  in  fuUj^/," 
in  full  dress;  figurtUo^  figured 
silk,  the  finest  and  most  expen- 
sive dress.  Old  English  from 
the  Italian  (HaUiweU).  Dr. 
Brewer  says  this  term  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  Italian  in  Jlocehif 
in  gala  costume.  Hotten  thinks 
it  may  be  an  allusion  to  the  fig- 
leaf  of  our  first  parents.  An- 
other but  more  probable  etymo- 
logy is  that  it  is  taken  from 
the  word  full  Jig.  (figure)  in 
fashion  books. 

(Horsedealers),  to  fig  a  horse 
is  to  apply  ginger  to  a  horse  to 
make  him  appear  lively,  to  make 
him  carry  a  fine  tail. 

Figgtd  out  (popular),  dressed  in 
best  clothes,  in  full  costume. 

Figger  (thieves),  vide  Faogsb. 

Fighting^  tig^ht  (American),  drunk 
and  quarrelsome.  Extremely 
drunk. 

In  those  unburdened  dsiys  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  would  buy  enough  sour  mash  to 
niake  an  ordinary  msknjightinf  tigAtf  but 
now  it  would  take  the  larger  part  of  a 
dollar. — Chicago  Tributu. 

Fighi  one's  weig:ht  in  wild  cats, 
to  (American),  to  be  full  of 
courage  and  **  go." 


John  Halkett,  at  I  learned  afterwardi^ 
covAdJigkt  his  tveighi  in  wildcats. — Tht 
Golden  Butterfly. 

F\g  leaf  (common),  a  small  orna- 
mented apron  worn  by  ladies. 
(Fencing),  the  apron  or  padding 
protecting  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen  and  the  right 
thigh. 

Figure  dancer  (thieves),  one  who 
alters  the  numbers  or  figures  on 
bank-notes. 

Figure-head  (nautical),  the  face. 

Figure  man  (studios),  the  prin- 
cipal figure  in  a  picture.  In 
French  artists*  language,  U 
bonhomme, 

Filau  (Anglo-Indian),  explained 
by  quotation. 

He  M  ambitious  of  being  Vice-President 
of  the  Municipal  Committee,  or  a  Filau 
(Anglici  Fellow)  of  the  University,  and  it 
is  requisite  that  his  qualifications  should  be 
made  more  widely  known. — St.  James's 
Gaxette. 

Filbert  (popular),  cracked  in  the 
filbertf  slightly  insane. 

File  (thieves),  a  pickpocket ;  file  is 
a  very  old  English  term  of  con- 
tempt for  a  worthless,  dishonest 
person.  Probably  connected 
with  "vile"  or  "defile." 

llie  greatest  character  among  them  was 
that  of  a  pickpocket,  or,  in  their  language, 
zfl/e. — FieMi/tg:  Jonathan  Wild, 

"  The  filt  is  generally  accom- 
panied   by   the    'Adam  tiler' 
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File — Fingersmith. 


and  the  'bnlker'  or  'staller.' 
It  is  their  business  to  jostle  or 
'ramp'  the  Yictim,  while  the 
JUe  picks  his  pocket  and  then 
hands  the  plunder  to  the  Adam, 
who  makes  off  with  it"  (New 
York  Slang  Dictionary). 

(Common),  a  cunning  or  art- 
ful man.  Also  silent^;  lUnt 
Mourde,  or  dumb  JUe,  in  French 
slang. 

He  blewed  a  monkey,  that  silent y(/!r. 
And  tipped  me  the  wink  with  a  slippery 
smile. 

— £aH  of  WincktUea :  Lay  o/tK* 
Cooptrtr, 

Filin^^-lay      (thieves),      picking 
pockets. 

I  am  committed  for  the  Jiling>4ay,  man, 
and  we  shall  be  both  nubbed  together.— 
Fielding:  Jonathan  Wild. 

Fillibrush,  to  flatter,  praise  ironi- 
cally (Hotten). 

Filly  (London),  a  young  girL 

At  last  I've  got  a  little  filfy  of  my  own. 
S/ortiHg  Times. 

(Thieves),  a  daughter.  Pos- 
sibly from  the  Italian  fi^ioL,  or 
the  French  fiUe.  Also  used 
generally  for  a  young  woman ; 
in  this  sense  probably  derived 
from  the  name  for  a  young 
mare.    . 


You'll  find  if  yoa  pat  half-A'Cnnm  in  his 
Jin, 

It's  so  much  the  better  for  yon. 


French  sailors  use  the  corre- 
sponding term  nageoirt. 

Find  (Harrow  School),  explained 
by  quotation. 

In  a  large  hoa^  there  are  ustially  four 
sixth-form  finds  (a  Harrow  term  signify* 
ing  a  mess  of  three  or  four  upper  boys  who 
take  tea  and  breakfast  in  one  of  their  own 
xoavDci^— Everyday  Life  in  our  PnUic 
ScMcolt. 

Ho  find,  to  mess  together. 

Finder  (thieves),  a  thief ;  one  who 
steals  meat  at  a  market.  (Uni- 
versity), term  used  at  Caius  for 
a  waiter  in  hall. 

Find-£ag^  (public  schools),  a  kind 
otfag  thus  described. 

Find-fags  have  to  procure  from  the  shops 
in  the  town  anything  that  may  be  required 
besides  the  regulation  bread  and  butter 
for  XtA.— Everyday  Life  in  cur  Pnbtk 
Schools, 

Fine  (shopkeepers),  cutting  it  j(fi«, 
cheating  in  various  ways,  luiul- 
terating  articles  of  food. 

Fine-drawingf  (tailors),  accom- 
plishing an  object  without  being 
seen. 


Fimble-famble  (common),  a  lame 
excuse ;  from  to  fimble,  to  fumble, 
and  to  famble,  to  stutter ;  both 
provincialisms. 

Fin  (common),  the  hand,  origi- 
*nally  a  sea-term. 


Fingerpost  (old),  a  clergyman. 

Fing:er8mith  (thieves),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Some  traces  of  humour  are  to  be  fbnnd 
in  certain  euphemisms,  sod)  as  the  delicate 
expression  yfj^^vmw/M  «b  deacriplSTe  of  a 
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trade  which  a  blunt  world  might  call  that 
of  a  pickpocket. — Horsiey :  Jottingt/rom 
Jail. 

Also  a  midwife. 

Finjy  (Winchester  College),  said 
when  an  unpleasant  or  unac- 
ceptable task  had  to  be  done  by 
a  number  of  boys.  He  who 
said  the  word  last  of  all  had  to 
do  it. 

Finn,  finnup,  finnuf  (thieves),  a 
five-pound  note.  German-Jew- 
ish, finnuf.  It  is  a  pronun- 
ciation of  fUnf  peculiar  to  Yid- 
dish. 

When  we  got  into  the  rattler  they 
showed  me  the  pass ;  yes,  there  it  was, 
iifty  quids  in  double  Jinns  (ten-pound 
notes). — Horsiey:  Jottings  from  Jail. 

Finnicky  (common),  from  •*  finni- 
kin  "  ('*  fine  '*  with  a  diminutive 
termination),  idly  busy. 

We  don't  want  to  get  into  international 
trouble,  but  we  must  !=ay  that  Mexico  is 
getting  a  trifle  finnicky. — Bird  tf  Fret- 
dom.  **. 

Finnup  ready  (sporting),  a  five- 
pound  note. 

My  reason  for  placing  the  old  'un  there 
is  on  account  of  his  having  touched  a 
finnup  ready — this  is  a  good  old  sporting 
term — and  I  expect  the  extra  five  pounds 
will  just  stop  him  getting  home,  or  rather 
getting  out. — Bird  d  Freedom. 

Fipenny  (thieves),  a  clasp  knife. 
The  term  is  in  common  use  in 
Australia,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  convicts. 

Fire  (thieves),  danger. 


Fire  and  lig^ht  (nautical),  nick- 
name of  the  master-at-arms 
(Smyth). 

Fire  a  slug:,  to  (old),  to  drink  a 
dram  of  spirits. 

Fired  (American),  arrested,  taken 
up,  turned  out. 

Tell  him  he  mustn't  Call  asleep  in  a  public 
place  or  he'll  gttfiredt  and  ask  him  if  you 
can't  go  to  get  him  a  cab. — Confidtnc* 
Crooks:  PkiUuUlpkia  Press, 

Also  rejected,  often  applied 
by  artists  to  rejected  pictures. 

Fire-eater  (printers),  a  term  for 
quick  compositors.  Savage,  in 
his  "Dictionary  of  the  Art  of 
Printing,"  1841,  gives  this  term. 
(Tailors),  one  who  does  a  great 
amount  of  work  in  a  very  short 
time. 

Fire-escape  (popular),  ^  clergy- 
man. 

Fire  prigg^ers  (thieves),  thieves 
who  take  advantage  of  a  fire,  or 
in  the  crowd,  to  plunder  or  pick 
pockets. 

Fire  spaniels  (military),  soldiers 
who  sit  round  and  close  up  to 
the  barrack-room  fire.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  guarding  it  like 
faithful  dogs  or  spaniels. 

Fire- works  (tailors),  a  great  dis- 
turbance, a  state  of  intense  ex- 
citement. 

Firky  toodle  (popular),  to  cuddle 
or  fondle ;  to  fitk^  on  the  con- 
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trarj,  means  to  beat,  to  chas- 
tise. In  the  same  way  the 
French  earesBer,  literallj  to 
caress,  means  also  to  beat. 

Finned  (theatrical),  well  firmed, 
perfect  in  the  "business"  and 
words. 

First-chop  (American),  excellent, 
first-rate.  In  "  Sam  Slick  in 
England,"  it  is  thus  explained  : 
"This  phrase  is  used  all  through 
the  United  States  as  a  synonym 
for  first-rate.**  The  word  cAop 
is  Chinese  for  quality.  He  looks 
like  a  firtt-ehop  article.  Vide 
Chop. 

"  Wall,"  s^  Uakin,  "  I  think  that  is  a 
yint<hop  x^tau"— Major  Jack  Downing. 

First  flight  (sporting),  the  first 
persons  at  the  finish  in  any  kind 
of  race,  in  a  fox-hunt. 

First  nighters  (journalistic), 
musical  or  dramatic  critics  who 
naturally  attend  on  first  nights. 

The  production  of  Anton  Rub«nstein's 
"  Demon  "  in  the  charming  Russian  dialect 
at  the  oddly-named  Jodrell  Theatre,  has, 
safar,  been  the  only  opportunity  for  JSrsi 
nigkUrs  to  distinguish  themselves. — Sport' 
ing  Timet. 

More  generally  people  who 
make  a  point  of  attending  the 
first  performance  of  plays. 

First  nig^ht  wreckers  (theatrical), 
men  who  attempt  to  hiss  down 
a  play  on  first  performance. 


Van  Cott,  you  could  see  at  first  snap, 
was  grit  all  through,  and  as  ftiU  of -fight 
as  a  game  rooster. —/lA^  Golden  Butter' 

Fish  (common),  a  person ;  osed  in 
such  phrases  as  an  odd,  a  queer, 
prime,  shy,  loose^A,  &c.  (Nau- 
tical), a  Boaljfith,  a  rough,  blunt- 
spoken  seaman.  (Tailors),  pieces 
cut  out  of  garments  to  make 
them  fit  close. 

Fish  market  (gaming),  the  lowest 
hole  at  bagatelle.    Also  known 
"  Simon." 


Fish,  to  (common),  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  tikvour,  to  ingratiate 
oneself,  to  curry  favour.  He 
who  does  it  is  a  "  fisher,"  a 
very  opprobrious  epithet. 

Fishy  (common),  doubtful,  sus- 
picious, implying  dishonesty, 
as  in  &fithy  affair  or  "  concepi-'' 

Fist  (taUors),  a  "good  fi$l,"  a 
clever  workman.  (Printers),  an 
index  hand. 

Fist  np,  put  your  (tailors),  ac- 
knowledge your  error. 

Fitter  (thieves),  a  locksmith  who 
makes  burglars'  keys. 

Fitting  np  a  show  (studios), 
arranging  an  art  exhibition. 

Fit  up  (theatrical),  a  concern, 
small  company. 


First  snap  (American),  at  the  be-      Five  fing^ers  (caids),  the  five  of 
ginning.  trumps  at  the  game  of  "  don." 
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Fiver  (common),  a  fiTe-pound 
note. 

Many  a  harmless  Jiver  has  passed  from 
the  unprofessional  into  the  professioDal 
pocket. — Standard, 

Fives  (popular),  the  fist.  Termed 
also  **  bunch  ot  fives," 

Whereby  altho'  as  yet  they  have  not  took 

to  use  their  JivtSf 
Or,  according  as  the  fashion  is,  to  sticking 

with  their  knives, 
I'm  bound  there'll  be  some  milling  yet. 
—Hood:  Row  at  the  Oxford  Arms, 

(Low),  a  fight. 

You  are  wanted  at  the  comer  for  u.Jiv€S 
.  .  .  they  struck  Cole  .  .  .  and  be  was 
kicked. — Evening  News. 

Fixing^  (popular),  house  fnmi> 
ture.  (American,  English,  and 
Australian),  paraphernalia,  kit, 
the  adjuncts  to  any  dish.  (Bush- 
men), strong  liquor. 

Fixin  to  eat  (American),  a  Vir- 
ginia negro  expression.  Getting 
readj  for  meals. 

Fix  the  ballot-box,  to  (Ame- 
rican), to  tamper  with  the  re- 
turns of  an  election. 

Before  they  got  back  I  had  the  hoxjixedt 
and  my  economical  friend's  name  was  not 
on  a  single  ballot.  He  made  an  awful 
howl,  and  swore  that  he  had  voted  at  least 
seventeen  times  himself. — San  Francisco 
Post. 

Fix,  to  (old  cant),  to  put  people 
in  the  hands  of  justice,  to  appre- 
hend. 

I  daresay  if  any  of  us  was  to  come  in  by 
ourselves  and  should  happen  to  take  a 
snooze  you'd  snitch  upon  us  and  soon  have 
the  trapsyfjr  us. — (g.  Parker:  Variegated 
Characters, 


(American),  applied  loosely 
and  slangily  to  a  great  number 
of  words  indicating  different 
kinds  of  manual  action,  such  as 
to  repair,  arrange,  put  in  order, 
execute  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
to  cook,  write,  or  do  anything 
whatever. 

Fix  up,  to  (American  and  Aus- 
tralian), to  settle,  arrange. 

Later  in  the  evening  Cogan  told  witness 
that  there  was  no  need  of  his  going,  as  the 
matter  had  \ittn/ixed  up.— Daily  Inter 
Ocean, 

Fiz  (common),  champagne. 

Will  the  call  foryfs  be  less  now  the  fiscal 
duty  is  ^s^eaxtx. Sporting  Titnes. 

(Popular),  lemonade,  ginger 
beer. 

After  winning  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  at  the  sports,  he  could  only  treat 
one  of  his  comrades  to  a  /i*  and  a  bun.— 
Tohy, 


Fizzer  (theatrical),  a  first-rate 
part;  *'a  regular  fisaer"  is  a 
part  full  of  life  and  efferves- 
cence. 

Fizzing^  (common),  first-rate,  al- 
luding to  the  effervescence  of 
champagne. 

Fizzle  (American),  failure.  From 
the  old  English  fizde^  a  flash,  a 
hissing  noise,  as  of  anything 
which  has  expired  in  a  flash. 

Plutarch  says  that  Demosthenes  made  a 
gloomy  y(«i/ir  of  his  first  speech.— ^Mcn'. 
CCM  Humourist, 

(Tale  University),  an  imper- 
fectly said  lesson.    To  '*  flunk  * 
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is  to  utterly  fail,  but  a  man 
fiales  when  he  manages  to  get 
through  somehow. 

FitzU,  to  rise  with   modest 

reluctance,   to  hesitate  often, 

to  decline  finallj.     GeneriJlj 

*  to  misunderstand  the  question 

(Yale  Literary  Magazine). 

Fizzling  has  also  been  defined 
as*  a  somewhat  free  translation 
of  an  intricate  sentence,  or 
proving  a  proposition  from  a 
wrong  figure. 

Flabberdegaz  (theatrical),  any 
words  not  in  the  part  said  by 
an  actor  whose  memory  fails 
him.  Also  imperfect  deli?ery 
or  acting. 

Flabbergast,  to  (common),  to 
astound,  confound.  From  gast, 
old  English,  to  frighten,  and 
JUibt  to  scare. 

The  magistrate  before  whom  the  case 
was  brought  seems  to  have  been  com- 
pletely /labbergasted  and  paralysed  with 
astonishment. — Evening  News. 

Flag  (popular),  an  apron. 

He  stood  flabbergasted,  but  I  wasn't 
goin'  to  put  the  game  away,  so  I  says, 
"  Ginger,  'e  can  'ave  the  jacket  and  the 
Jlagy  and  the  cards,  and  bust  hisself  shout- 
ing,  he- can.  and  jolly  good  luck  to  hin." 
•—Sporting  Times. 

Persons  who  weartheir  aprons 
when  not  at  work  are  termed 
"/oflr-flashers." 

Flag-abont,  a  low  strumpet  (New 
York  Slang  Dictionary).  (Pro- 
vincial), "flack**  or  "flacket," 
to  flap  about. 


Flaff  fiyini:  (tailors)  is  used  in 
reference  to  a  bill  posted  up 
when  hands  are  required. 

Flagfge  (old  cant),  a  groat*  or 
fourpence. 

"  Why,  hast  thoa  any  k>wre  in  thy  boage 
to  bouse  ?  "  "  But  Kflagge^  a  'w^yo,  ^nd  a 
make." — Harman:  Caveat. 

Flag  of  defiance  is  out,  the 
(nautical),  a  term  in  use  amongst 
sailors  to  imply  that  a  man  is 
drunk,  the  allusion  being  to  his 
red,  bloated  face,  and  the  pug- 
nacity due  to  being  well  primed 
with  drink. 

Flags  (popular),  clothes  drying  in 
the  open  air  and  flying  in  the 
wind. 

Flaff  up  (popular).  "  The  fag' 9 
up  "  refers  to  menses,  varied  to 
*'  I've  got  my  grandmother," 
*'my  friends." 

Flag-wagg^gf  (military),  flag- 
signalling,  or  signal  drill. 

Flam  (common),  obsolete  Eng- 
lish, but  now  used  in  a  slangy 
sense;  a  lie,  humbug,  flatter- 
ing lie. 

.  .  .  When  with  some  smooth  ^««*r 
He  gravely  on  the  public  strives  to 
sham. 

^Earl  of  Rochester:  Works. 

I  slowly  melt — this  isn't y2tsm. 
On  torrid  days  like  these. 

— Funny  Folks. 

(American  University),  to 
fiam^  to  be  partial  to  the  society 
of  ladies. 

Flannels  (Harrow),  to  get  one*8 
JlanneU  is  to  obtain  promotion 
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to  the  school,  cricket,  or  foot- 
ball eleven.  (Rugby),  at  Rugbj 
when  the  school  plajed  football 
in  white  ducks,  the  probation 
"caps'*  were  allowed  to  wear 
jlanneU,  At  present,  though  the 
whole  school  wear  JianndM,  the 
name  retains  its  old  signification 
(Our  Public  Schools).  The  term 
has  now  become  generaL 

Flap  (thieves),  sheet  lead  for 
roofs. 

Flapdoodle  (American),  nonsense, 
an  English  west  country  ex- 
pression meaning  nourishm«nt 
for  fools,  as  in  quotation. 

I  shall  ulk  to  oar  regimental  doctors 
about  it,  and  get  put  tluough  a  course  of 
fools'  diet.  .  .  .  Fla^doodU  they  call  it, 
what  fools  are  fed  on. — T,  Hngku:  Tcm 
Brottm  at  OxfortL 


Also  ''  flap  sauce. 


t» 


Flapdoodlers  (journalistic),  char- 
latan nambj  -  pamby  political 
speakers. 

Flapmen  (prison),  the  first  and 
second  class  of  men  in  convict 
prisons,  who  are  allowed  for 
good  behaviour  a  pint  of  tea  at 
night  instead  of  grueL 

Flapper  (popular),  hand ;  fiapjper' 
shaking,  hand-shaking. 

Wondering  whether  .  .  .  and  if  the 
joining  palms  in  a  circus  was  the  cus* 
tomary  y?a//^r-shaking  before  "toeing 
the  scratch  "  for  business. — C.  Bedg :  Ver- 
dant  Grten. 

Flap  the  dimmock,  to  (popular), 
to  pay.    Termed  also  "  to  touch 


the  cole,  stump  the  pewter, 
tip  the  brads,  down  with  the 
dust,  show  the  needful,  sport 
the  rhino,  fork,  fork  out,  shell 
out,"*&c. 

Flap,  to  (thieves),  to  rob,  to 
swindle;  "to  fiap  a  j&7>"  to 
swindle  a  greenhorn.  From/op, 
to  turn  over,  t.^.,  manage 
adroitly. 

Flare  (nautical),  said  of  a  stylish 
craft. 

I've  heard  her  stem-post  shows  a  "  rake," 
and  that  she's  a  decided  ,/f^nr, 

Whidi  may  be  both  advantages,  but  I'm 
DO  salt  and  never  were. 

--Judy, 

Flare  up  (common),  a  jollification, 
an  orgie. 

Flash,  a  recognised  word  for 
slang,  cant,  thieves'  lingo.  Also 
old  for  showy  but  unsubstan- 
tial and  vulgar,  gaudy  but 
tasteless.  The  term  explains 
itself  as  applying  to  anything 
that  glitters,  that  "flashes." 
Also  spurious,  as  a  jUuh  note, 
a  forged  bank-note.  Thieves 
have  appropriated  it  and  ap- 
plied it  to  themselves  or  their 
avocations,  in  a  sense  of  com- 
mendation, with  various  signifi- 
cations, such  as  good,  knowing, 
dashing,  JUuih  toggery,  elegant 
dress. 

Soon  then  I  mounted  in  Swell  Street  High, 
And  sported  myjlaskitst  toggery. 

— AtHsworth:  Rooktoocd. 

Flaik    man.      Vide    Flash - 
MAN.  A/(MAmollisher,  athiefs 
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favourite  mistress.    "  To  patter 
/oM/'  to  talk  in  thieves'  lingo. 

I'm  tired  of  patteringyf«M  and  lushing 
Jftckey. — On  ikt  Trmii. 

(Common),  a  fiatk  girl,  a 
woman  about  town,  a  showy 
prostitute. 

In  Australia /at&  is  used  with 
the  sense  of  conceited,  vain- 
glorious, dandified,  foolhardy, 
swaggering.  Australians  would 
call  a  man/a<A  who  began  slog- 
ging at  good  bowling  directly 
he  went  in  to  bat,  or  took  up 
a  poisonous  snake  by  the  tail 
to  knock  its  head  against  the 
wall,  &c. 

Flash  cove  (popular  and  thieves), 
a  thief,  sharper. 

Flash  drum  (thieves),  a  thieves' 
tavern ;  also  a  brothel. 

Flashery  (thieves),  elegance, 
boasting  talk,  great  showing  off. 

Flash  gentry  (thieves),  the  higher 
class  of  thieves. 

Oh,  if  my  hands  adhere  to  cash, 
My  gloves  at  least  are  dean. 

And  rarely  have  the  gentry  fluth 
In  sprucer  clothes  been  seen. 

^Lyttoni  Paul  Clifford. 

Flash  house,  ken,  panny, 
(thieves),  a  place  frequented 
by  thieves;  thieves'  boarding- 
house.    Also  a  brotheL 

Flash  ji^  (costers),  a  favourite 
dance  at  a  twopenny  hop. 

Flashly  (thieves),  elegantly. 

Your  fogle  ]rou  vnw^  ffaskly  tie.— 7*A« 
Ltary  Man. 


Flashmaii  (thieves),  a  thiel  Also 
a  prostitute's  bully,  thus  de- 
scribed by  O.  Farker  in  his 
**  Variegated  Characters :  "— 
*'  A  /adfawga  is  a  fellow  that 
lives  upon  the  hackneyod  prosti- 
tution of  an  unfortunate  woman 
of  the  town ;  few  of  them  but 
what  keeps  a  faakmoflx^  and 
some  of  these  despicable  fellows, 
when  their  woman  has  picked 
up  a  country  gentleman^  or  a 
drunken  person,  will  bounce 
into  the  room  and  pretend  they 
have  surprised  you  with  their 
wife,  and  will  beat  you,  or 
threaten  to  bring  an  action 
against  you.  Thus  intimidated 
they  extort  your  purse  from  you, 
or  rob  you  of  your  watch.' 


(> 


Flash  of  lightiilns^  (thieves),  a 
glass  of  g^. 


<i 


Will  you  have  a  flash  pfUgktningr 
"  I  am  just  going  to  have  some  siim."— 
Parker:  Viuri^aUd  CkarmcUrs. 

Flash,  to  (popular  and  thieves), 
to  show;  *'/a«A  your  dibs,"  show 
your  money. 

Cocum  gonnofs^xil  by  night  the  oootert 
in  the  booting  Vzn&,—Dmcam£t  Angikm : 
The  Vnliar  Tongne. 

**  To  JUuh  one's  ivories,"  to 
laugh.  (Thieves),  **  to  JUuh  the 
hash,"  to  vomit.  (Common), 
*'to  JUuh  the  dicky,"  to  show 
the  shirt  front. 

Flashy  blade  (old  cant),  a  fellow 
who  dresses  smart  (O.  Parker). 

Flat  (general),  an  inexperienced, 
easily  impoeed  on  person. 
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Whata^/, 
To  seek  such  an  asylum  as  that. 

— IngoUUby  Legends, 

(Sharper8),/a<-catchiiig,  swin- 
dling simple-minded  people  or 
coantrjmen,  generally  by  means 
of  the  confidence  trick,  or  some 
such  primitive  *'  dodge.*' . 

...  To  mark  the  many  kinds  of  hal% 
that  are  used  in  Jlat'CaXchxng^  as  the  turf 
slang  has  \l.— Greenwood :  Seven  Curtes 
0/  London, 

(Prostitntes),   picking   up   a 
pU^  finding  a  client. 

...  On  the  chance  that  she  will  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  pick  up  a  Jtat.^' 
Greenwood:  Seven  Curses  qf  London, 

Flat-catcher  (prison),  one  who 
swindles  foolish  or  confiding 
persons  by  selling  painted  spar- 
rows, pretending  to  have  picked 
up  a  valuable  ring,  the  con- 
fidence trick,  &c 

Flatch  (back  slang),  half,  or  half- 
penny. (Coiners),  a  bad  half- 
crown. 

Flatch- enore  (costermongers' 
back  slang),  half-a-crown. 

"Why,  I've  cleared  a  jCcUdi- 
enore  a'ready,  but  kool  esilop 
(look  at  the  police),  nammus 
(be  off)." 

Flat-feet  (popular),  a  foot-soldier ; 
applied  generally  to  the  Foot- 
guards. 

Flat-fish  (popular),  a  dull,  stupid 
fellow. 

Flat-footed  (American).  There  is 
a  very  interesting  and  accurate 


description  of  JUU-focUd^  by  R. 
A.  Proctor,  in  his  "American- 
isms," published  in  Knowledge, 
June  I,  1887. 

"  The  significance  of  this  word  in 
America  b  very  different  from  that  of  the 
French  word  pied-plat^  identical  though 
the  words  may  be  in  their  primary  mean- 
ing. A  TrtnfAi  pied-piat  is  a  contemptible 
fellow ;  but  an  American  ^<a/y^/  is  a  man 
who  stands  firmly  for  his  party. .  .  .  When 
in  America  General  Grant  said  he  had 
'  put  his  foot  down/  and  meant  to  advance 
in  that  line  if  it  took  him  all  the  summo-, 
he  conveyed  .  . .  the  American  meaning  of 
the  tvpxessxovk  Jlat-/ooted.** 

It  may  be  observed  that/ol, 
in  the  senses  of  downright,  reso- 
lute, firm,  plain,  direct,  straight- 
forward, or  simple,  is  Dutch,  and 
that  filaU  DeuUeh  means  *'  plain 
Dutch  "  (Sewell).  Plat  afdaan, 
or  plat  afieggen,  is  to  give  a  fiat 
refusal,  or  to  refuse  "right  up 
and  down."  But  the  connec- 
tion between  setting  the  foot 
down  firmly  or  flat,  and  a  deter- 
minate resolution,  may  probably 
be  found  in  most  languages. 


Flat-head   (American)   a 
horn. 


green* 


Flat-move  (thieves),  the  action  of 
a  fool,  dupe.  Any  attempt  that 
miscarries,  or  any  act  of  folly  or 
mismanagemonti 

Flats  and  chits  (thieves),  bugs 
and  fleas  (Baumann). 

Flats,  mahog^any  (tailors),  bugs ; 
playing  cards. 

Flats-yad  (tailors),  back  slang 
used  by  stock  cutters,  a  day's 
enjoyment  or  jollification. 

2  A 
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Flat  taste  (tailors),  very  indiffer- 
ent jadgment 

Flatten  out,  to  (American),  "I 
fiaUened  him  wU"  i.e.,  I  had  the 
best  of  him,  of  the  argument. 

(Tailor8),/aMenM2otrf,  without 
resources  of  any  kind,  beaten. 

Flatter  trap  (thieyes),  the  mouth ; 
called  by  French  rogues  la  men- 
tetue. 

Flatty  (popular),  a  variant  of 
'*  flat,"  a  greenhorn,  a  fooL 

Flatty-ken  (thieves),  a  public- 
house  the  landlord  of  which 
is  ignorant  of  the  practices  of 
the  thieves  and  tramps  who  fre- 
quent it  (Hotten). 

Flax,  to  (American),  to  beat, 
punish,  to  "give  it"  to  any  one 
severely  in  any  way.  '*  Flax  it 
into  him,"  let  him  have  it  hot. 
"Flacks,"  blows  or  strokes 
(East). 

Flay-bottomiat  (common),  a 
schoolmaster,  so  called  from 
his  occasional  office  of  bircher 
to  unruly  or  disobedient  pupils. 

Flea-basf  (prize-fighters),  a  bed. 
In  French  slang,  pucier,  {.0.,  a 
receptacle  for  fleas. 

Flemish  account  (nautical),  a 
complicated  and  unsatisfactory 
account,  one  in  which  there  is 
a  deficit. 

Flesh  and  blood,  brandy  and  port 
in  equal  quantities  (Hotten). 


Flesh-bag  (oonmion),  a  shirt. 

Fleshy  (Winchester),  a  thick  out 
out  of  the  middle  of  a  shoulder 

* 

of  mutton. 

Fletches  (prison),  spurious  coins. 

Flicker  (thieves),  a  glass  ;  to 
Jli^sker,  to  drink ;  from  JUuJket,  a 
flask,  a  very  old  word. 

Flick,  to  (thieves),  to  beat,  to 
cut;  **JUek  the  panam,**  cut 
the  bread.  (Popular),  old  Jiidt, 
old  fellow. 

Flies  ttrading),  perhaps  the  latest 
slang  word  introduced  to  signify 
a  customer. 

(Popular),  trickery,  nonsense ; 
no  ^ies,  without  humbug,  seri- 
ously. "In  this  sense,"  says 
Hotten,  **ji%et  is  a  softening  of 
*'  lies." 

That*  poj,  d<ar  old  pal,  and  oojluu 

(Printers),  an  ancient  name 
for  the  printers*  devils,  from  an 
old  cant  term  for  spirits  atten- 
dant on  magicians,  more  par- 
ticularly applied  to  the  boys 
who  lifted  the  newspapers  from 
the  press. 

These  boys  do  in  a  printing  •  boaw 
commonly  black  and  bedaub  theaselTcs, 
whence  the  workmen  do  jocosely  call 
them  devils,  and  soraethnea  spirits,  and 
sometimes  Jf its.— Academy  0/  Arwmy^ 
R.  Holme,  1688  ;  and  GeniUmansMeigm- 
Mimet  OtteSer  1739. 

Flimminsf,  flim-flammiiig^  (Ame- 
rican thieves'  flash  or  slaog), 
in    Snglsad,     *<  ringing    the 
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changes.'*  It  is  supposed  to 
be  partly  derived  from  "  flimsy," 
a  bank-bill,  and  "  fiam,"  to 
cheat.  Bat  "  fiim-flam,*'  for  a 
shiny,  deceptive  cheat  or  trifle, 
is  an  old  expression. 

Flimp,  to  (thieves),  to  hustle  and 
rob.  Also  refers  to  highway 
robbery,  **  to  put  on  the /imp." 

Flim^ng  is  a  kind  of  theft  which  I  have 
never  practiced,  and  consequently  of  which 
I  know  nothing. — H.  Kingsley:  Ravettf 
hog. 

Also  to  steal  by  wrenching  off. 

He  told  me  as  Bill  haid,  ^imptd  VLjiucV, 
and  pinched  a  swell  of  a  fawney.  — 2?i»- 
cange  Angiicus:  Tht  Vulgar  Tongut, 

Flimsy  (journalistic),  paragraphs, 
items  of  news,  comments ;  from 
the  name  of  their  prepared 
copying-paper,  used  by  news- 
paper reporters  for  producing 
several  copies  at  once. 

I  wonder  who  supplies  th^  Jlimsy  about 
naval  matters  to  the  Timts  and  other 
dailies.  Occasionally  the  mistakes  are  gro- 
tesque in  the  extreme. — Sunday  Times, 

(Thieves),  bank  notes. 

In  EnglUh  Exchequer  bills  full  half  a 

million, 
Not  kites  manufactured  to  cheat  and 

inveigle,  • 

But  the  right  sort  oi  flimsy^  all  signed 

by  Monteagle. 

— Ingoldshy  Legends, 

The  term  is  now  in  common 
use. 

"Well,  I  shall  have  a  fiver  on  White 
Wings,  and  chance  it,"  and  the  Correspon- 
dent put  down  his  Jlimsyy  and  everybody 
jeered. — Sporting  limes, 

(Printers),  an  expression  used 
for  telegraph  forms,  or  anything 
written  on  thin  pi^r. 


Fllnsf  (common),  properly  a  kind 
of  dance.  "  To  have  his  jLimtgi* 
to  lead  a  merry  life. 

In  London  he  has  settled  down ; 
He  means  to  have  \iViJling  in  town, 
A  little  king  without  a  crown. 

Who  finds  the  money  f 
—Dagonet:  The  Great  Mystery, 

In  the  above  the  reference  is 
to  General  Boulanger. 

Flint  (workmen),  an  operative  who 
works  for  a  "  society  '*  master, 
ie.,  for  full  wages.  In  the  early 
part  or  middle  (1836-7,  C.W.a) 
of  the  present  century,  a  strike 
for  higher  wages  took  place  in 
London.  The  men  who  "  held 
out"  were  known  as  "flints,** 
while  those  who  succumbed  re- 
ceived the  opprobrious  name  of 
"  dungs."  Both  these  names 
are  used  in  Foote*8  play,  The 
Tailort. 

Flint  into,  to  (American),  varied 
to  pour  in,  fire  away,  tumble  on 
to,  pitch  into.  There  may  be 
possibly  fifty  such  words  more 
or  less  in  use,  meaning  to  go  at 
something,  to  begin  to  act,  to 
tackle  anything. 

Flint  it  out,  to  (tailors).     Vide 

FUNT. 

Flip-flap  (popular),  a  peculiar 
rollicking  dance  indulged  in  by 
costermongers  when  merry  or 
excited.  Also  a  kind  of  somer- 
sault in  which  the  performer 
throws  himself  on  his  hands 
and  feet  alternately  (Hotten). 
(Nautical),  the  arm. 
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Flipper  (common),  hand,  origin- 
ally a  sailor's  expression ;  "  tip 
me  joxa  differ  "  shake  hands. 

The  other,  a  sailor,  had  one  wooden  pin. 
He  looked  mournful  at  Ned,  then  said, 
**  Tip  us  your>f/»«n" 

— SoM£:  Pudding'fiued  N»L 

Flippers,  flappers,  very  young 
girls  trained  to  vice,  generally 
for  the  amusement  of  elderly 
men ;  jiopper$  is  a  provincialism 
for  young  birds  beginning  to 
sj^read  their  wings. 

Flirtina  cop-all  (popular),  a  girl 
generally,  or  one  too  fond  of 
men.  **  Ck>p  *'  has  the  significa- 
tion of  catch. 

Floater  (Whitechapel),  a  small 
suet  dumpling  put  into  soup 
(Hotten). 

Floaters.  The  CornhUl  Jddgazine 
gives  the  following  explana- 
tion : —  "An  interesting,  but 
one  would  hope  decaying,  class 
of  voters  are  the  fioaters^  the 
electors  whose  suffrages  are  to 
be  obtained  for  a  pecuniary  con- 

.  sideration.  There  is  a  story 
told  of  a  candidate  in  an  Ameri- 
can township  who  asked  one  of 
the  local  party  managers  how 
many  voters  there  were.  *  Four 
hunored,'  was  the  reply.  *  And 
how  many  JloaUrs  f  *  '  Four 
hundred  1 '  Somewhat  akin  to 
the  JUxUeri  are  those  who  sit 
*  on  the  fence  * — men  with  im- 
partial minds,  who  wait  to  see, 

.  as  another  petty  phrase  has  it, 
'how  the  cat  will  jump,*  and 
whose  convictions  at  last  gene- 


rally bring  them  down  on  that 
side  of  the  fence  where  are  to 
be  found  the  biggest  battalions 
and  the  longest  parses.  These 
$mUt%  and  men  '  on  the  fence ' 
used  in  the  olden  times  to  be  the 
devoted  adherents  of  the  '  man 
in  the  moon.'  When  an  elec- 
tion was  near  at  hand  it  was 
noised  abroad  throughout  the 
constituency  that  the  '  man  in 
the  moon'  had  arrived,  and 
from  the  time  of  that  august 
visitor's  mysterious  arrival  many 
of  the  free  and  independent 
electors  dated  their  possession 
of  those  political  principles 
which  thej  manfully  supported 
by  their  votes  at  the  poU.  Of 
course  no  candidate  bribed — 
such  a  thing  was  not  to  be 
thought  of ;  but  still  the  money 
was  circulating,  and  votes  were 
bought,  and  as  it  was  necessary 
to  fix  the  responsibility  upon 
some  one,  the  whole  business 
was  attributed  to  the  action  of 
the  *  man  in  the  moon.' " 

Floating:  ftcademy  (old  cant),  the 
hulks  ;  '*  Duncan  Campbell's 
Jloaiing  <ieademy,*^  the  hulks  at 
Woolwich. 

My  man  is  hobbled  upon  the  leg  for 
three  years  on  board  Duncan  CampbtlTs 
floating  academy  for  napping  a  dink.— 
G.  Parker:  Varitgutcd  Ckarucien. 

Floating:  batteries  (soldiers),  bits 
of  bread  broken  up  and  put  in 
the  evening  tea.  When  soldiers 
are  under  stoppages  or  other- 
wise impecunious  and  unable 
to  buy  herrings,  bacon,  saus- 
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ages,  and  other  savoary  articles 
for  the  tea  meal,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  do  with  floating  bat- 
teries.   See  Slingebs. 

Floating:  hell  (old  slang).  The 
hnlks  were  so  called  by  those 
who  brought  themselves  within 
the  clutches  of  the  law. 

Flock  of  sheep  (domino  players), 
the  row  of  dominoes  before  a 
player  (Baumann). 

Flogg^er  (common),  a  whip. 

Compared  with  the  light  and  elegant 
ftoggtrs  of  the  present  day,  it  is  a  heavy, 
common  '*  riding  companion,"  with  a 
massive  silver  handle,  with  a  short  twisted 
lash. — Snorting  Times. 

Flosfgpmg:  (popular),  a  man  who 
is  careful  and  penurious  is  said 
to  he  flogging t  or  saving  his  coin. 

Flogging  cove  (prison),  the 
official  who  administers  the  cat 

Floored  (studios),  is  said  of  a 
picture  hung  on  the  lowest  row 
at  the  Exhibition  of  the  Royal 
Academy. 

Floorer  (pugilistic),  a  knock-down 
blow.  (Common),  unexpected 
news  of  an  unpleasant  nature ; 
a  decisive  argument  or  retort; 
a  question  which  utterly  embar- 
rasses one. 

The  Putney  Pet  stared.  .  .  .  The  inquiry 
for  his  college  was  in  the  language  of  his 
profession  a  *'  rtgvXair poorer."— Cvtkbert 
Bedt:  Adventures  of  Mr,  Verdant  Green. 

(Schools),  a  question  or  paper 
too  hard  to  be  mastered,  that 


on  the  contrary  masters  you. 
(Skittles),  a  stroke  that  brings 
all  the  pins  down. 

Floor,  to.  This  word  is  recog- 
nised in  the  sense  of  to  strike 
down,  hence  to  put  to  silence 
by  some  decisive  argument  or 
retort :  given  by  Wright  as  col- 
lege cant,  with  the  sense  of  '*  to 
throw  on  the  floor  as  done  with ; 
hence  to  flnish  with. "  Gathered 
•from  the  quotation — 

I've^^EK^m/ my  little-go  work. — Hughes: 
Tom  Brtnvn  at  Oxford. 

In  the  above  the  true  sense  is, 
*'I  have  mastered,'*  &c.  Dr. 
Brewer  says :  "  Thus  we  say  at 
the  University,  *  I  floored  that 
paper,'  *.«:,  answered  every  ques* 
tion  on  it ;  *  I  floored  that  pro- 
blem,* did  it  perfectly,  or  made 
myself  master  of  it." 

Floor-walker  (American),  a  man 
employed  in  shops  to  ask  those 
who  enter  what  they  want,  and 
direct  them  to  the  department 
where  it  is  sold. 

I  next  went  into  a  shop  a  few  doors 
farther  up  Broadway.  When  I  entered  I 
approached  i^tvt  floor-walker^  and  handing 
him  my  sample,  said :  "  Have  jrou  any 
calico  like  this?"  "Yes,  sir,"  said  he. 
"Third  counter  to  the  right,"— /"nwi^t  R. 
Stockton. 

Called    in    England     shop- 
walkers. 

Flop  (Vermont  University),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

Any  "cute"  performance  by  which  a 
man  is  sold  is  a  goodflo^^  and  by  a  phras« 
borrowed  from  the  tall  ground  is  "rightly 
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played."  Th«  discomfited  individtial  de- 
clares that  they  "  are  all  on  a  side,"  and 
gives  up,  or  '*  rolls  over,"  by  giving  his 
opponent  *'  gowdy."  A  man  writes  cards 
during  examination  to  "  feeze  the  profs ; " 
said  cards  are  "  gumming  cards,"  and  hi 
Jia^  the  examination  if  he  gets  a  good 
mark  by  the  means.  One  usually  y2esf^f  his 
marks  by  feigning  sickness. — Hall:  CoUfg* 
Wards  a$»d  Cms  tarns, 

Floreat  (Westminster),  the  toast 
drunk  at  the  election  dinners 
and  other  great  occasions  gene- 
rally from  the  large  silver  cup 
presented  by  Warren  Hastings 
and  other  old  Westminsters,  and 
commonly  known  as  the  *'  Ele- 
phant Cup/'  from  its  handles, 
which  are  in  the  shape  of  ele- 
phants* heads. 

Floricus  (Winchester  College),  an 
urinal  or  latrine. 

Floor  (American),  one  of  the 
innumerable  synonyms  for 
money,  or  value. 

Flounder,  in  the  slang  of  water- 
rats — i.e.,  men  who  rifle  the 
pockets  of  drowned  people — is 
the  body  of  a  poor,  ragged, 
drowned  man. 

Flourist  (old),  sexual  intercourse 
indulged  in  hastily,  or  at  unsea- 
sonable periods. 

Flowery  (tramps),  lodging  or 
house  entertainment  (Hotten). 

Flowing^  hope  (army),  a  term  for 
forlorn  hope. 

Flue-faker  (popular  and  thieves), 
a  chimney-sweep. 


Fluff  (railway  ticket  clerks),  short 
change  given  by  such.  To  Jh^ 
is  to  give  short  change. 

Fluff,  to  (popular),  to  take  away ; 
also  to  disconcert,  put  to  lilenoe. 

And  that  orator  was  flufftd^  and  the 
meeting  broke  up  in  coofuaion. — Bird  a* 
Frttdonu 

Fluffer  (common),  of  xmsteady 
habits. 

M.  E.  -— >  is  a  bachelor,  and.  if  I  may 
use  the  expression,  tijlitfftr.    He  has  had 

his  romance,  as  Mdme. (the  actres^ 

could  tell.it. — Evening  News, 

Fluffings  (railway  ticket  clerks), 
the  proceeds  from  short  ohangd 
given  by  them. 

Fluff  it  (popular),  a  term  of  dis- 
approbation, implying  "  take  it 
away,  I  don't  want  it "  (Hotten). 

Fluke  (general),  a  thing  obtained 
by  chance  when  trying  to  gel 
another.  From  a  term  at  bil- 
liards, playing  to  score  in  one 
way  and  scoring  in  another. 
Flaehf  provincialism  for  a  blow 
or  stroke.  A  JLuke  at  billiards 
was  originally  a  flying  stroke 
(Skeat).    Dutch  vLug, 

These  conditions  are  not  often  fulfilled, 
I  can  tell  you  :  it  is  a  happy  ^$ike  when 
they  are. — Black :  Princess  <^  TkuU. 

Fluky  (common),  obtained  through 
a  "fluke,"  which  see. 

Don't  be  cross — I've  been  learning  my 
lesson — 
Can  describe  who's  "bowled  clean," 
Which  s^flnky  hit's  been. 
And  almost  know  Forster  from  Gresson, 
And  haven't  a  doubt  of  Nepean. 
--Bird  c'  Freedom. 
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Flummocks  (tailors),  to  spoil. 
Probably  a  variant  of  "fluXn- 
moz,"  to  perplex  or  hinder. 

Flummnz,  flummox,  to  (popular), 
to  perplex,  confound,  bewilder. 

My  'pinion  is,  Sammy,  that  if  your 
governor  don't  proire  a  alleybi,  he'll  be 
what  the  Italians  call  reglarly  ftum- 
moxtd.— Dickens :  Pickwick  Pa^trs. 

(Theatrical),  to  distress,  to 
annoy,  to  upset  an  actor  in 
his  business.  Forty  years  ago, 
when  the  late  Charles  Kean  was 
acting  "Macbeth"  in  Belfast, 
a  stupid,  inattentive  actor  kept 
the  stage  waiting  for  Seyton,  in 
"Macbeth,"  for  a  considerable 
period.  When  the  act  was  over 
he  was  profuse  with  servile 
apologies.  Kean  was  obdurate, 
and  dismissed  the  fellow  with — 
"Fool I  fool!  you  distressed — 
you  ruined — you  tortured — you 
— joM—flummuxed  me  I  " 

Flummuxed  (thieves),  done  up, 
sure  of  a  month  in  prison  (Hot- 
ten). 

Flunk,  to  (American),  to  die  out, 
to  give  out,  to  fail,  to  make  a 
feeble  effort  and  then  collapse. 
Possibly  a  New  York  or  New 
Jersey  (Princeton)  word,  from 
the  Dutch  .^onJfc,  fionker^  Jlonken, 
to  "twinkle"  or  sparkle  like  a 
star,  bright  at  one  instant  and 
then  invisible.  It  is  generally 
used  in  American  colleges  for  a 
failure  in  recitation.  In  a^t^nJl* 
the  student  at  least  makes  an 
effort  before  he  breaks  down, 
but  in  a  "  dead  Jlunk  "  he  makes 


none,  and  simply  exclaims,  '*Not 
prepared." 

In  moody  meditation  sunk, 
Reflecting  on  my  future  Jfunk. 

— Son£^  of  Yaie  ColUgt* 

Flmikey  (nautical),  the  ship's 
steward.  (American),  a  man 
who  is  unacquainted  with  the 
secrets  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
makes  rash  ventures,  and  loses 
his  money.  The  original/unJby, 
a  footman,  is  from  the  French 
jUmquer^  to  run  by  the  side  of 
(Skeat). 

Flush  (popular),  full  to  the  brim, 
that  is,  intoxicated.  Properly 
affluent,  abounding. 

We  would  tempt  him  from  the  ale- 
house bench  he  occupied  when  Jfusk^  or 
the  dead  wall  he  propped  up  when  im* 
pecunious. — Globe. 

When  one  has  plenty  of  oash 
he  is  said  to  be;Cii«A. 

Lord  Strut  was  not  \txy  flush  in  ready. 
— Afiuthnot. 

Flush  in  the  fob  (thieves),  well 
supplied  with  money. 

Flush,  to  (popular),  to  whip. 

Flustered  (common),  intoxicated. 

Flutter  (popular),  used  in  this 
phrase :  "I'll  have  a  fiutter  for 
it,"  I  shall  do  my  utmost.  To 
fiutter,  to  toss  with  coins. 

Flutter,  to  (popular),  to  torn  for 
anything. 

Flux,  to  (thieves),  to  cheat,  over- 
reach. 
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FlyCpopular  and  thieves),  knowing, 
wide-awake,  well  acquainted  or 
familiar  with,  versed  in. 

"  You  seem  to  know  all  that's  going  on  T  ** 
"Oh  yes:  Vm  Jlyr—Tfu  VouiA's  Com- 
PokUk, 

Although  when  they  try  their  games  with 

me,  I  let  tl^m  see 
That  I  9X0.  fly  to  all  their  tricks,  .  .  . 
— Song:  Tkafs  a  Ganu  Best  Left 
Alone, 

To   be   /y,    to    understand, 
realise. 


u 


Do  what  I  want,  and  I  will  pay  you 
well"  ...  "I  am ^,"  says  Joe. 

— Dickens:  BleeUk House. 

The  designer  is  said  to  beytTyf  at  every- 
thing, to  be  up  to  everything,  and  down 
at  everything.  —  Di/rose  :  Laugh  and 
Learn. 

The  term  is  probably  from  a 
simile  referring  to  rapidity  of 
comprehension.  To  be  fiy  in 
Northamptonshire  signifies  to 
be  quick  at  taking  offence,  at 
jlying  into  a  passion.  A  fiy 
was  originally  a  light  carriage 
for  rapid  motion;  and  mouche^ 
i.e.,  fly,  is  the  name  given  to 
penny  boats  on  the  Sein& 
(Popular),  *'  to  be  on  the  jly,"  to 
be  out  for  a  day*s  pleasure. 

Fly  by  night,  to  (popular),  re- 
moving the  furniture  by  night 
to  escape  paying  rent.  "  Shoot- 
ing the  moon." 

I  remember  one  night  while  shooting  the 
moon, 
We  were  all  in  a  terrible  fright ; 
The  landlord  came  in  a  little  too  soon. 
And  stopped  o\xe  fly-by^ght. 
— Sidney  Barnes :  Shooting  the  Moon, 

Fly-cop  (thieves),  a  sharp  police- 
man. 


Flyer  (sport),  a  term  denoting 
excellence. 

The  New  Zealandcrs  are  not  txtchjfyent 
as  was  at  first  imagined. — TJke  Toiler. 

By  successful  heavy  plunging  he  acquired 

no  little  fame. 
And  he  evidently  thought  himself  tLjSfjfor 

at  the  game. 

— Snorting  Times. 

(Football),  to  kick  a  flyer,  to 
kick  the  ball  high  up  in  the 
air.  (Common),  to  have  sexual 
intercourse  without  disrobing. 
(English  and  American),  a 
chance  venture,  a  risk  or  haz- 
ard taken  without  much  fore- 
thought, commonly  applied  to 
an  off-hand  speculation  in  stock. 

He  bqpm  .  .  .  with  a  vnaMflyortX  the 
race-track. — American  News^fer. 

Flyers  (thieves),  shoes  (New  Tork 
Slang  Dictionary). 

Fly-flat  (turf),  one  who  really 
knows  little  or  nothing  about 
racing,  but  fancies  himself 
thoroughly  initiated  in  all  its 
mysteries.  There  are  plenty 
of  schoolmasters  always  ready 
to  teach  him  the  lesson  tha^ 
"  a  little  knowledge  is  a  danger- 
ous thing." 

Fljring  a  kite  (commercial),  draw- 
ing accommodation  bills. 

No  doubt  but  he  might  without  any  great 
flight. 

Have  obtained  it  by  what  we  c^  flying  a 
kite; 

Or  on  mortgage— or  sure,  if  he  couldn't  so 
do  it,  he 

Must  have  succeeded  "by  way  of  an- 
nuity." 

"-Ingpld^  Legends, 
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Flyings,  blue  pig^eon  (thieves). 
**  Thieves  who/y  the  Hue  pigeon, 
that  is,  who  steal  lead  off 
houses,  or  cut  pipes  away  .  .  • 
cut  a  hundredweight  of  lead, 
which  they  wrap  round  their 
bodies  next  to  the  skin.  This 
they  call  a  'bible/  and  what 
they  steal  and  put  in  their 
pockets  they  call  a  '  testa- 
ment "  (G.  Parker). 

Flying  coves  (thieves),  fellows 
who  obtain  money  by  pretending 
to  persons  who  have  been  robbed 
that  they  can  give  them  informa- 
tion that  will  be  the  means  of 
recovering  their  lost  goods  (New 
York  Slang  Dictionary). 

Flying  jiggers  (thieves),  turn- 
pike-gates. 

Flying  marc  (popular),  a  throw  in 
wrestUng  (Hotten). 

Flying  mess,  to  be  in  a  (soldiers), 
to  be  hungry  and  have  nothing 
to  eat. 

Flying  rather  high  (common), 
intoxicated.  A  more  advanced 
stage  is  when  the  subject  is 
"corned,"  or  on  his  "fourth," 
or  has  his  "  back  teeth  afloat." 
"Paralysed"  or  "boiling  drunk" 
means  very  much  intoxicated. 

Flying  stationer  (street),  a  hawker 
of  ballads. 

Fly  low,  to  (popular),  to  evade 
observation,  to  keep  quiet. 
Thieves  are  said  to  fy  low  when 


keeping  out  of  the  way,  because 
"  wanted  "  by  the  police. 

Flymy  (low),  cunning ;  Jlum,  de- 
ceit, a  provincialism  same  as 
"  flam." 

Fly  the  kite,  to  (thieves),  to  make 
one's  exit  by  the  window.  Vide 
Flying  a  Kite. 

Fly,  to  (thieves),  to  toss  up  ;  "to 
Jly  the  mags,"  to  toss  up  the  half- 
pence ;  *' to  Jly  2k  window,"  to 
lift  a  window ;  *^io  fiy  the  blue 
pigeon,"  to  steal  lead  off  roofs. 
"  Ply  a  kite,"  vide  Flyino  A 
Kite. 

Fly  to  wof  s  wot  (popular),  fully 
understanding, 

Percessions  I've  got  a  bit  tired  of,  hoof 
padding,  and  scrouging's  dry  rot. 

But  Political  Picnics  mean  sugar  to  them 
as  \sjfy  to  wot's  wot. 

—Punch. 

Fly-trap  (popular),  the  mouth. 
Among  costermongers  it  may 
often  be  heard  when  another 
of  their  fraternity  is  unusually 
vociferous  in  shouting  his  wares 
— *•  Shut  up  your  fly-trap,'* 

Fob,  to  (old  cant),  to  pick  a 
pocket. 

Foetus,  tapping  the  (medical), 
procuring  a  miscarriage. 

Fog^y  (nautical),  an  invalid  sol- 
dier or  sailor.  Properly  a  man 
becoming  stupid  with  age. 

Fogged  (tailors),  puzzled,  con- 
fused.   Is  said  specially  of  one 
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whose  memory  is  at  fault,  who 
is  "  in  a  fog." 

Fog^gin^f  (railway),  laying  fog 
signals. 

They  were  identified  as  Benjamin  Gold- 
tng,  a  porter,  and  Henry  Bamet,  a  signal* 
man :  both  had  been  engaged  fogging. — 
Standard, 

(Theatrical),  getting  through 
one's  part  anyhow,  like  a  man 
lost  in  a  fog. 

Foggy  (common),  not  quite  sober. 

Fogle  (thieves),  a  pocket-hand- 
kerchief. 

But  when  beat  on  his  knees,  that  con* 

founded  de  Guise 
Came  behind  with  the  ffgU  that  caused 

all  the  breeze. 

'~Ingold*by  Legends. 

If  you  don't  Xa!iLt  fogies  and  tickers  .  .  . 
pocket'hankerchers  and  watches  .  .  . 

— Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 

From  the  German  vogd^  a 
bird's  eye,  being  slang  for 
pocket-handkerchief,  or  more 
probably  from  Italian  foglia^  a 
piece  of  silk  or  satin. 

Fogle  -  hunter  (thieves),  pick- 
pocket, stealer  of  handkerchiefs. 

*' What's  the  matter  now?"  said  the  man 
carelessly.  **A  young  fogle-Aunter"  re. 
plied  the  man  who  had  Oliver  in  charge. 
— Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 

Fogram  (thieves),  a  fussy  old 
fellow  (New  York  Slang  Dic- 
tionary). 

(Nautical),  wine,  beer,  or 
spirits  of  indijfferent  quality ;  in 
fact,  any  kind  of  liquor  (Smyth). 


Fogue  (thieves),  fierce,  fiery.  Fos*'- 
sibly  from  the  French  fouffueux. 

Fogns  (old  cant),  tobacoa  *'Fiom 
fogo,  old  word  for  stench,"  Ays 
Hotten.  Possibly  from  fbg, 
fou/gty  moss,  and  foggagt,  rank 
grass.  This  derivation  is  borne 
out  by  the  analogy  of  *'  weed," 
another  term  for  tobacoo  with 
*  *  to  fog."  Also  by  French  cant 
tr^Ct  trifoin,  for  tobacco. 

Foik,  to  (football).  "  To  fwk  "  a 
ball  out  of  the  scrimmage  is 
to  pick  it  up  with  your  hands 
before  it  is  fairly  out  of  the 
scrimmage,  or  to  kick  it  out  of 
the  scrimmage  backwards  to 
one  of  your  own  "behinds," 
to  give  him  a  chance  of  a 
"run."  Doubtless  an  imita- 
tion of  **fake,**  broadly  pro- 
nounced in  some  provincial 
dialect. 

Foist  (old  cant),  a  pickpocket,  a 
cheat. 

Follow  me,  lads  (common),  curls 
hanging  over  a  lady's  shoulder. 
The  French  tuivez-moi  jeum 
komme  refers  to  ribbons  waving 
behind  from  a  lady's  dress. 

Fooling  around  (American),  tri- 
fling, not  meaning  business. 

As  it  stands  pugilists  are  the  poppets 
or  partners  of  acute  showmen,  and  the 
"Noble  Art  of  Self-Defence"  u  beii« 
rapidly  reduced  to  a  mooey^making  form 
of  what  Americans  call  fooling  around. 
By  all  means  let  us  have  a  real  fight  and 
stop  this  nonsense. — Deuly  TeUgru^h, 

Fool-killer  (American),  a  myste- 
rious being  in  the  great  Yankee 
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mythology,  freqaently  alluded 
to  by  editors  as  being  **in 
town."  The  information  is 
generally  coupled  with  a  warn- 
ing to  some  prominent  person 
that  his  life  is  in  dan^r. 

St.  John  of  Kansas  says  he  is  not 
*'  afraid. "  From  this  statement  we  infer, 
that  if  St  John  of  Kansas  and  thejoo/- 
kilUr  ever  meet,  the  fur  will  fly.  Look 
out  for  locks  of  a  dyed  moustache. — Amf 
rican  Newspaper. 

FooFs  weddings  (popular),  an 
aasemblage  of  women  at  which 
no  man  is  present.  CJf.  H£N 
Convention.  The  metaphor 
probably  is  that  of  a  wedding 
without  a  bridegroom. 

Foont  (thieves),  explained  by 
quotation. 

I  got  between  five  or  six  foont  (sove^ 
reigns. — HortUy :  Jottings  from  Jail. 

German  pfund,  pronounced 
foont. 

Footer  (schools),  football.  There 
are  a  number  of  slang  terms 
formed  by  changing  the  legiti- 
mate ending  of  words  into  er. 
The  custom  is  said  to  be  derived 
from  Harrow. 

(Universities),  one  who  plays 
football  according  to  the  Rugby 
rules. 

Footing-up  (American),  but  pro- 
bably of  English  origin. 

The  Arab  abhors  statistics.  He  won't 
be  tabulated  if  he  could  help  it,  and  were 
you  to  go  to  Algeria,  Doctor  Colenso, 
you  would  find  a  deeply  rooted  objection 
among  the  people  to  the  reckoning  or 
footing-up^  as  the  Americans  call  it,  of 


ansrthing  animate  or  inanimate.— {»m.  A . 
Sola :  A  Trip  to  Barhary. 

Footman's  maund  (old),  an  arti- 
ficial sore  in  imitation  of  a  kick 
from  a  horse,  produced  with  un- 
slaked lime,  soap,  and  a  piece 
of  old  iron. 

Foot-riding  (bicycling).  When  a 
cyclist  cannot  ride  his  iron  steed, 
but  is  obliged  to  walk  and  wheel, 
it  is  called /ooe-ru^tn^. 

Already  I  realise  that  there  is  going 
to  be  as  much  foot-riding  as  anjrthing  for 
the  first  part  of  my  journey. — Thomas 
Stevens :  Round  the  World  on  a  BicycU, 

Footsac  (South  Africa),  be  oS.\ 
An  apostrophe  to  drive  away 
intrusive  dogs.  Apparently  a 
compoimd  of  the  French  /(^Urt, 
pronounced /outo,  and  ttiGri, 

Foot  scamp  (old),  a  low  fellow 
that  stops  you  with  bludgeon, 
cutlass,  or  knife,  and  ill-treats 
you  (G.  Parker). 

Foot  wobbler  (old),  an  infantry 
soldier.  Now  termed  a  **  wob- 
bler," or  *'  mud-crusher." 

Footy  (American  and  English), 
a  foolish  person,  a  ''goose,"  a 
"coot"  It  is  an  English  pro- 
vincialism signifying  trifling, 
mean,  inferior,  of  little  worth. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  very  pretty  bit 
of  practice  to  the  ship's  company  to  take 
her  out  from  under  itiMt  footy  battery.— 
Marryat :  Peter  Simple, 

Footy  literally  means  "  having 
foots,"  t.e.,  settlings,  or  dregs, 
as  footy  oU.  Hence  its  appli- 
cation to  anything  inferior  or 
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worthless.  It  has  heen  sug- 
gested, however,  that  fwi^jf 
comes  from  the  French  fouiu, 
which  among  its  various  signi- 
fications has  that  of  inferior, 
worthless. 

Foozle  (American),  a  man  who  is 
easily  humbugged,  a  fooL  *'This 
common  slang  word,  which  ap- 
pears also  as  eomfoode^  meaning 
flattery,  cajoling,  or  humbag- 
ging,  is  probably  derived  from 
the  Anglo-Indian/oozi^oio,  mean- 
ing quite  the  same  thing.  This 
is  in  its  turn  from  the  impera- 
tive f'hvd&o  of  the  Hindu  verb 
p*huddnd.  It  is  to  be  here 
remarked  that  many  Hindu 
words  came  at  an  early  date  to 
the  ports  of  Boston  and  Salem 
direct  from  India,  and  not 
through  England.  The  prefix 
com  is  possibly  the  Hindu  kSm, 
*  love.'  To  comfoode,  in  Yankee, 
in  fact  means  much  the  same 
as  '  to  mash,'  but  it  also  applies 
to  bewilder,  to  lead  one  off  the 
head,  or  simply  to  fool  and  con- 
fuse, which  all  agrees  with  the 
Indian  word"  ("MS.  of  Anglo- 
Indian  Terms,"  by  C.  G.  Leland). 

Fopdoodle  (American),  a  silly 
fellow.  *'  Come,  don't  be  such 
a  fopdoodle,**  This  is  provincial 
English. 

Forakers  (Winchester  School), 
water-closet.  Probably  because 
originally  the  place  used  was  a 
field,  termed  "foreacre,"  a  pro- 
vincialism for  the  headland  of  a 
field. 


Force  the  ▼oncher,  a  term  in  use 
among  sporting  tricksters,  who 
advertise  to  send  certain  win- 
ners, and  on  receipt  of  letters 
enclose  vouchers  similar  to  tliose 
sent  out  by  respectable  eom- 
mission  agents,  but  with  double 
or  treble  the  current  odds 
marked  thereon,  in  reference 
to  the  horse  named.  A  plau- 
sible letter  is  sent  with  the 
voucher,  and  the  victim  is  in- 
formed that  on  account  of  mdf 
investments  made  by  the  firm, 
the  extra  odds  can  be  laid  by 
them,  and  a  remittance  to  the 
amount  named,  or  part  of  it,  is 
requested.  Of  coarse,  the  firm 
*' dries  up"  when  claims  be- 
come heavy  (Hotten). 

Fore  coach  wheel  (popular),  half  • 
a-crown. 

Foreman  (tailors),  a  *'  sleeve- 
cutting  foreman  "  is  a  cutter's 
trimmer.  "Near  the  foreman^ 
near  the  door,"  a  cutter's  term, 
meaning  the  farther  you  work 
from  the  foreman  the  better  tot 
you. 

Foreman  of  the  jury  (common), 
said  of  a  talkative  man  who  will 
persist  in  talking  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  others. 

Foreman  on  the  job  (popular), 
a  leader,  master,  director,  or 
"boss." 

Ah,  my  vr'ik's /ifrrmam  »h  the  J«h  and 
no  mistake,  and  what  can  I  do?  Nice 
thing  for  a  free-born  Brilon,  ain't  hf^ 
Song':  I'ii  never fv  k^me  eaey  mtre. 


Fork — Forty-rod. 
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Fork  (thieves),  a  pickpocket ;  from 
forki,  fingers. 

Forken  (naatical),  those  who  re- 
side in  seaports  for  the  sake  of 
stealing  dockyard  stores,  or  buy- 
ing them,  knowing  them  to  be 
stolen. 

Foridng^  (tailors),  hurrying  over 
the  work  as  if  doing  it  with  a 
pitchfork.  Anglo-Saxon,  fork- 
erven^  to  cut  or  slash  through. 

Fork  on,  to  (American  University). 
To  fork  <m  to  anything  is  to  ap- 
propriate it  to  one's  personal  use 
and  benefit. 

Forks  (popular  and  thieves),  the 
fingers.  In  French  argot,  four- 
chetUs,  In  thieves' languago/orfo 
is  more  specially  applied  to  the 
fore  and  middle  fingers  used  for 
picking  a  pocket.  Formerly  the 
gallows. 

Fork,  to  (common),  to  pay. 

"  HU  fee  was  a  tenner-    Fork,"    Master 
forked. — sporting  Times. 

Also  fork  out. 

'*  Tip  up  !  .  .  .  fork  out"  said  the  boy. 
— Grtentuood:  The  LittU  Ragamuj0ins. 

(Thieves),  to  fork^  to  pick  a 
pocket  by  extracting  an  article 
with  two  fingers  only.  In  French 
argot,  vol  d.  la  fourehetU. 

Forloper  (South  Africa),  a  man 
who  walks  in  front  of  a  team  of 
oxen,  acting  as  a  guide. 

Form  (racing),  an  expression  sig- 
nifying a  horse's  present,  past, 


or  presumed  capabilities ;  thus, 
"  really  in  form  "  means  that  he 
is  just  now  at  his  best ;  '*  out  of 
form,'*  that  he  is  not  as  good 
as  usual ;  **  lost  his  form"  that 
he  is  more  or  less  on  the  wane ; 
"  will  show  better  form,*'  that 
he  will  improve  on  his  recent 
performances ;  "  topform"  that 
he  is  ranked  amongst  the  best 
of  his  day.  (Common),  "good 
form,"  "  bad  form  '*  refer  to  be- 
haviour up  or  not  up  to  a  gener- 
ally accepted  standard  of  good 
manners  or  morality. 

The  height  of  **hadybrm"  was  reached 
00  Thursday,  when  a  loud  cheer  followed 

the  failure  of to  return  a  service. — 

Pastime. 

Forts  (American  Universities). 
At  some  colleges  the  boarding- 
houses  for  students  are  called 
forts. 

Forty-five  (cowboys),  a  revolver. 

Forty-foot  (popular),  a  short  per- 
son. 

Forty-g^ts  (popular),  a  short  per- 
son. 

Forty-'leren  (American),  of  negro 
origia  This  phrase  signifies  in- 
definiteness. 

Nor  don't  want  forty- letfen  weeks   o* 

jawin'  an'  expoundin' 
To  prove  a  nigger  hex  a  right  to  save 

him,  if  he's  drownin*. 

— Biglffw  Papers. 

Forty-rod  lig^htningf  (American), 
one  of  the  innumerable  names 
given     to     whisky— meaning 
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whiskj  which  wiU  kiU  like  a 
rifle  at  forty  yards. 

Fotted  (thieves),  thrown  down 
(New  Tork  Slang  Dictionary). 

Fossick,  to  (Australian  gold- 
miners). 

Fouiching  or  "pocket  mining,"  the 
searching  for  those  scattered  accumula- 
tions of  gold  which  seem  to  have  been 
washed  into  eddies  in  the  early  history 

of  the  earth.— vf/tfiM^an^. 

• 

Also  in  the  old  digging  days 
fosiieking  was  getting  a  living 
by  extraoting  what  little  gold 
there  was  from  the  refuse  wash- 
dirt  which  previous  miners  had 
abandoned.  So  called  from 
foiiicking,  taking  trouble,  it 
being  tiresome  work  (Halliwell). 

Fossicker  (Australian  gold- 
miners),  an  alluvial  mining  ex- 
plorer. Also  a  miner  who  works 
at  holes  abandoned  by  others. 

To  this  region  most  one  come  to  tee  the 
fossicJur  in  all  his  mi^rable  state.  Travel- 
ling in  pairs,  but  uxually  working  sepa- 
rately, the  true  gambusino  of  the  North  is 
found.  EUich  boils  his  separate  billy,  and 
provides  his  frugal  fare ;  each  pitches  his 
M>litary  tent ;  each  works  when  and  how 
disposed ;  each  roams  the  ravines  adjacent 
in  search  of  some  hidden  store  ;  and  only 
when  an  abundance  of  water  and  cradling 
dirt  convenient  points  out  the  mutual 
benefit,  do  the  two  combine  and  share  the 
joint  proceeds.  Inducement  for  such  a  life 
is  hard  to  find.  Every  pound  of  food  has 
to  be  packed  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  miles. 
Salt  meat  is  necessarily  the  sole  form  in 
which  meat  can  be  provided.  Day  after 
day,  week  after  week,  the  patient  ./^»nlr>i»r 
tries  creek  after  creek,  gully  after  gully, 
ravine  after  ravine,  with  the  same  result, 
the  monotonoos  "colour,"  or  worse  still, 


the  occasioaal  presenoe  of  a< 
encouraging  the  delnsioo  of  batttr  thiaci. 
— Th€  QmttnslmnuUr. 

Fossiddng:  abontf erreiliigaboiii 
Vide  To  F088ICK. 

Fonl-wsAtber  Jack  (nautical), 
a  person  whose  presence  on 
board  ship  is  supposed  to  bring 
ill  luck. 

Found  on  demerit  (Amerkan 
cadet),  having  more  than  the 
limit  (100)  (O.  E.  Wood,  U.a 
Army). 

Found  on  math  (American  cadet), 
to  do  badly  at  mathematics — 
obviously  a  corruption  of  "to 
founder." 

Four  eyes  (popular),  a  silly  term 
(or  a  person  who  wears  an  eye- 
glass or  spectacles. 

Four-holed  middlings  (Win- 
chester College),  walking  shoes 
of  an  ordinary  kind. 

Four  seams  and  a  bit  of  soap 

(tailors),  a  quaint    phrase  for 
trouser-making. 

Fourteen  hundred  (Stock  Sx- 
change),  a  password  used  when 
a  stranger  is  seen  in  the  ''house.'* 

"  So  help  me  Got,  Mo,  who  is  We?'* 
Instead  of  replying  in  a  straightfbfwaid 
way,  Mo  raised  his  voice  as  loud  as  be 
could,  and  shouted  with  might  and  wtM, 
"  Foutietn  hundred  new  fives  1 "  A  hun* 
dred  voices  repeated  the  mysterkms  ex- 
clamation.— Atkin:  //^mseScpa^. 

Fourth  (Cambridge),  the  W.C.; 
to  "keepa/MiHA,'*  to  go  to  the 
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W.C.  Supposed  to  allude  to  the 
fourth  court  at  Trinity,  a  small 
quadrangle  devoted  to  lecture- 
rooms  and  other  conveniences. 
(Common),  a  very  drunken  man 
is  said  to  be  "on  hi%  fourth" 

Fourth  estate,  the  complete  body 
of  journalists  of  all  descriptions. 
This  term  is  much  used  among 
•*  liners  "  (Hotten). 

Four-wheeler  (popular),  a  steak, 

Fowlo  (pidgin),  a  fowl. 

Fox  (fencing),  a  cant  term  for 
sword  in  the  older  schools, 
from  the  **  wolf  "  or  fox  mark 
borne  by  Solingen  blades.  The 
word  "foxing,"  in  the  collo- 
quial sense  of  pretending,  is 
often  applied  to  a  sham  care- 
lessness in  fencing,  intended  to 
induce  the  adversary  to  "  come 
out "  less  cautiously. 

Foxed  (old  slang),  intoxicated. 
(Printers),  stained  or  spotted 
books  or  paper  is  described  thus. 
Caused  by  dampness  mostly. 

Fox,  to  (theatrical),  to  criticise 
a  fellow  actor's  performance. 
(Popular),  to  watch  slily.  (Ame- 
rican police),  to  follow  or  watch 
slily. 

We  had  several  altercations.     He  was 
foxing  me,  and  I  "mtls  foxing  him. — Daily 
Telegraph, 

Fo  -  yok  (pidgin),  gunpowder ; 
literally  fire  physic,  fire  medi- 
cine. 


F.P.  (War  Office),  former  papers ; 
a  regular  phrase  at  the  War 
Office  when  it  is  a  question  of 
referring  to  preceding  communi- 
cations, &c.,  on  any  matter. 

Fras:g:le  (Texas),  to  rob  (Bartlett) ; 
Dutch  thieves'  slang,  ^riibbe^tren, 
to  rob. 

Frazzled  out  (American),  used  in 
the  Southern  States.  Frayed, 
"  frizzled,"  or  worn  out. 

"  Bimehy,"  continued  th«  old  man,  "de 
switches  dey  got  fraaale  out.'* —[Uncle 
Kemus. 

Freak  (American),  men  or 
women  who  make  a  living  by 
exhibiting  themselves  as  living 
skeletons,  giants,  dwarfs,  and 
other  freaks  of  nature. 

Visitor  (to  dime  •  museum  fremk),— 
"  What  is  your  speciality,  my  friend  ?  " 

Freak, — '*  I'm  the  man  who  really  knows 
more  than  he  thinks  he  does.  Want  a 
photograph  ?    Quarter  of  a  dollar,  sir." 

Visitor. — "Yes;  give  me  half>a<doaen. 
I'd  wear  one  out  in  a  week  lookin'  at  it." 
•-Chicago  Tribune. 

¥Tt^  and  easy,  a  smoking  party  of 
any  kind,  the  members  of  which 
meet  at  a  public-house  to  drink, 
smoke,  and  sing. 

One  of  his  accomplices.  Hunt,  had  a 
beautiful  baritone  voice,  and  was  the  de- 
light of  free  aud  easies  patronised  by  the 
Cancy. — Daily  Telegraph, 

Free-booker  (journalistic),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

There  are  pirates  and  pirates.  An  Ame- 
ricanyVv^-^^^^^'has  sent  Mrs.  H.  a  cheque 
for  five  hundred  dollars,  on  account  of  the 
profits  of  a  filibustered  edition  of  "  Robert 
EUmere."— ir<w/«i 
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Freeholder  (common),  a  man  is 
called  a  freehMer  when  his 
wife  will  not  allow  him  to  visit 
a  pablic-hoose  by  himself. 

Free  lances  (society),  women  who 
do  not  run  straight,  are  not 
virtnous  and  faithful  to  their 
husbands.  Originated  from 
the  frtt  lancest  who  carried  on 
irregular  warfare. 

Sooner  than  be  out  of  the  fashion  they 

will  tolerate  what  should  be  most  galling 

and  shaming  to  them — the  thought  that 

by  these  they  are  put  down  among  the 

/rr*  lattccs, — Saturday  Review. 

Freeman's  quay  (thieves),  to  *'lash 
at  frtemarCM  quay**  to  drink  at 
another's  expense. 

Freemartin  (veterinary),  a  calf 
which  is  one  of  twins,  the  twins 
being  one  of  each  sex ;  the  sexual 
organs  of  one  or  both  are  imper- 
fectly developed  or  differen- 
tiated, and  the  frtemartin  is 
consequently  sterile. 

Free  of  fumbler*s  hall  (common), 
a  saying  applied  to  one  who  is 
impotent. 

Free,  to  (thieves),  to  steal ;  **io 
free  a  prad,"  to  steal  a  horse. 

Freeze  out,  to  (English  and  Ame- 
rican), to  put  out,  deprive  of,  to 
drive  away  by  distant  freezing 
conduct  and  cold  reserve,  which 
was  apparently  the  origin  of  the 
term. 

I  called  on  Jane  and  Mary  Bung, 
I  thought  I  was  bound  to  blaze, 

But  the  very  first  call  t\\ty /rote  me  out^ 
With  their  new-converted  ways. 
—Sang:  The  Old' Fashioned  Bean. 


To  exduda 

But  the  large  operators  want  Co  gcthoM 
of  bloclcs  of  dieap  stodc,  so  a  gradual  pro- 
cess dijreemngeui  of  the  small  mrmhtnra 
is  going  on,  and  it  i^pean  to  be  pretty 
sucoesi<uL — TmUu 

FrteztT  (popular),  a  winter's  day. 
An  Eton  tailless  jacket.  The 
application  is  obvious. 

Freeze,  to  (American),  to  stick  to, 
to  take,  to  have  a  longing  desire. 

I  tell  3rou  I  /rote  for  meat  before  die 
week  was  gone  to  be  intimate.  There  was 
no  more  intimacy  shown  between  James 
and  Ann  other  than  might  exist  between 
any  wcnnan  trying  to/reete  on  to  a  boarder. 
— Daily  Inter  Ocean, 

(Common),  to  frtae  ia,  to  stick 
to,  take,  steal;  "some  one  has 
frozen  to  my  watch." 

French  cream  (popular  and 
thieves),  brandy. 

French  gout  (popular),  gonorrhoea. 

Frenchman  (printers),  an  Anglo- 
French  printing  machine  if 
generally  termed  thus  by  the 
"minders." 

Fresh  (common),  slightly  intoxi- 
cated. 

M.  was  summoned,  and  did  not 

deny  the  "  soft  impeachment  *'  that  he  was 
a  little  yrrM  at  the  time  of  the  assault.— 
Daily  Telegraph. 

(American),    forward,  impu- 
dent. 

"Has  Peggy  been  ioo/resAf*  Her 
sunburnt  cheeks  flushed.—^.  Fronds: 
Saddle  and  Moccasin. 

Also    innocent,     unsophisti- 
cated. 


Freshen — Frillery. 
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Wall,  there's  no  denying  that  fellers  as 
is  Voo  fresh  don't  live  long  our  way.<- 
Omaka  WorU. 

(Thieves),  uninitiated,  green. 

Freshen  one's  way,  to  (nautical), 
to  hurry,  quicken  one's  move- 
ments.  From  **  fresh  way," 
increased  speed  through  the 
water. 

Fresher  (university),  a  freshman. 

Freshman's  Bible  (university),  a 
humorous  name  for  the  Uni- 
versity Calendar. 

Freshman's  church  (Cambridge 
University),  the  Pitt  Press,  which 
from  its  ecclesiastical  appear- 
ance is  liable  to  be  mistaken  for 
a  church. 

Freshman'slandmark(Cambridge 

University).  King's  College 
Chapel,  so  called  from  its  being 
so  situated  as  to  form  a  beacon 
to  lost  and  wandering  freshmen. 

Freshman's  river,  the  Cam  above 
Newnham  Mill,  used  for  bathing, 
canoeing,  and  sculling,  but  not 
for  boat-races. 

Freshwater  mariners  (old  cant), 
a  variety  of  mendicants. 

ThtsicyresAwattr  marinerst  their  shipes 
were  drowned  in  the  Plaine  of  Salisbery. 
These  kynd  of  caterpillers  counterfet  great 
losses  on  the  sea. — Harman :  Caveat, 

Fret  one's  gizzard,  to  (popular), 
to  fret  about  things,  to  get 
harassed  and  worried,  to  the 
absolute  diacomfort  of  oneself 
and  those  about  one. 


Friar  (printers).  Vide  Monk.  A 
light  or  ''scabby"  patch  in  a 
printed  sheet,  owing  to  bad  dis- 
tribution of  ink  or  dampness. 
Probably  derived  from  Cazton's 
time  when  he  set  up  his  press 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  the 
reference  is  to  a  friar  of  holy 
orders,  an  individual  of  light 
clothing. 

It  is  curious  to  note  that 
French  compositors  use  a  simi- 
lar term,  moine,  a  monk  or  friar, 
in  the  same  sense. 

Friday-face  (popular),  a  gloomy- 
looking  man.  Alluding  to  the 
meagre  fare  of  Roman  Catholics 
on  Fridays.  French  "  figure  de 
cardme.'* 

Frigate  (common),  a  well-dressed 
woman. 

• 

Frig  pig  (old  slang),  a  trifling, 
finnicking  man. 

Frill  (Australian  popular)^ 
swagger,  conceit.  When  a  slangy 
Australian  sees  a  person  very 
conceited,  or  swaggering  very 
much,  he  says,  '*  He  has  an 
awful  lot  otfHU  on,"  **  He  can't 
walk  for //i7Z,"  "  He's  stiff  with 

Frillety  (common),  linen. 

And  around  her,  in  confusion,  lay  each 
fashion-plate  delusion, 
PkxA/riUery^  the  creamiest  and  best. 
But,  for  details,  see  Ouida,  for  in  def 'r- 
ence  to  the  reader. 
Further  information  is  suppressed. 
—Sporting  Timet, 
2  B 
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Frisk — Frosty* 


Frisk  (society),  a  danoe,  a  hop; 
not  a  very  oommon  ezpressioii, 
but  occasionally  used. 

Th«  ihow  of  dresses  and  jewels  was 
remarkable,  aod  the /ricA  was  a  brilliant 
success,  everything  beiug  thoroughly  well 
done.— 7*^^  i^^r/t/. 

Frisk,  to  (thieves),  to  search  on 
the  person ;  ''to  f risk  a  cly,"  to 
empty  a  pocket. 

Frog  (popular),  foot ;  /rtigr-footed, 
flat-footer,  a  contemporary  term 
used  for  those  who  go  on  foot. 

(Popular  and  thieves),  a  police- 
man. 

I  must  ampuute  like  a  go-away,  or  the 
/rais  will  nail  me.— ^«  tAt  Trail, 

Frogging  on  (American),  getting 
on.  Usually  attributed  to  Ger- 
mans, and  possibly  derived  froxp 
some  popular  misconception  of 
fragen,  to  ask,  or  an  allusion  to 
the  movements  of  a  frog. 

Ven  ve  go  for  to  see  our  friendts  apout. 
Hey  ho,  countrymen — ^how  you  froggin 
ont 
All  de  liddle  Deut^hers  gif  a  pig  shout. 
Hey  ho  I  Schneiders  1    How  you  knock 

along  ? 
—  Tkamas  BrowHt :  Tkt  DeuUchert  oh 
a  Sprte. 

Froglanders  (nautical),  Dutch- 
men (Smyth). 

Frog's  march  (common), a  method 
of  conveying  a  violent  prisoner 
to  the  police-station  or  guard- 
house. The  recalcitrant  one  is 
carried  face  downwards,  with  a 
man  holding  each  limb. 

Frolic,  on  a  (American).  "  *  Frolic, 
usedforaparty  ona/ro^ic,'  seems 


to  be  a  true  Americanism  "  (K 
A.  Proctor).  Dntoh,  vnofyMcyMl^ 
mirth,  jollity,  gaiety.  Tb» 
American  expression  is  a  liteial 
translation  of  an  old  New  Yoik. 
Dutch  phrase. 

From  oyer  yonder  (tailors),  from 
Ireland. 

Front  (Winchester  School),  angry, 
vexed,  from  *'  aflEronted." 

Front,  to  (thieves),  to  oorer  or 
conceal  the  operations  of  a  pick- 
pocket. 

So  my  pal  said,  "  Front  me  (cofv«r  me) 
and  I  will  do  him  for  \X..''-^HortUy :  Jot- 
iingt/rmm  Jail, 

Frontispiece  (pugilistic),  the  face. 

Front  piece  (theatrical),  a  short 
play  or  ** curtain  raiser"  per- 
formed before  a  zoore  important 
one. 

At  the  Gaiety,  on  next  Saturday  cren- 

iiig,  a  farce,  "  Lei  49,"  by  Mr.  Fisher,  as  a 

front  piec»  to  *'  Frankenstetn.**— iTpmn^ 

Frost  (society),  a  failure,  a  /smo. 

At  every  grand  ball  in  the  Row  or  Majfaii^ 
The  ball  is  a  froti  if  the  Marquii  ain*t 
there. 
-^Anthony:  The  Mmrqmt  ^  Hmmmer 
Sqnart,    A  BmllmtL 

(Theatrical),  a  dead  failure ; 
"a/fw<,akilling/rof«.**  (Popu- 
lar),  a  dearth  of  work. 

Frosty  fkce  (oommon),  said  of  one 
whose  face  has  been  pitted  and 
marked  by  small-pox. 


f roust — Full. 
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Froust  (Harrow),  extra  sleep  al- 
lowed in  the  morning  of  Son- 
days  and  whole  holidays. 

Frow  (old  cant),  a  woman ;  Datch 
vrouw. 

A  flash  of  lightning  next 
B«ss  tipt  each  cull  andyrvtv,  sir. 

Ere  they  to  church  did  pad 
To  have  it  christen'd  Joe,  sir. 
—  Parker :  Variegated  Characters. 

Fnimmagemmed  (old  cant),  anni- 
hilated, strangled,  garrotted,  or 
spoilt. 

Frump  (old  cant),  as  a  wrinkled 
old  woman,  a  witch,  &c.  Frump 
seems  to  have  some  connection 
with  the  Dutch  frommeln,  to 
'  crumple,  and /rou*,  to  wrinkle  up 
the  &ce,  frown,  appear  angry. 
As  a  verb  it  means  to  mock  or 
insult,  quarrel  with  or  annoy. 

Fnishee  (popular),  an  open  jam 
-  tart. 

Fry  your  face,  g:o  and  (American 
and  English),  low  slang  ex- 
pression addressed  to  a  thin- 
faced,  lean  man.  Probably  a 
form  of  "  dry  face." 

"  Ga,  you  vas  no  goot,  /»  ami  vry  ypur 
facet"  "Vat  you  mean  py  tolding  roe 
dat  I  vas  no  goods  ?  I  vas  so  vorse  as  yim 
if  nod  vorser.  Vry  my  faces,  indeed  ! 
I've  got  no  faces  to  vry,  but  you  vas  got 
enof  for  dwo,  you  oldt  shin-parrel ! " — 
Thomas  Browne :  The  Deutschen  om  a 
Spree. 

F  sharp  (popular),  fleas. 

F  u  b  8  e  y  (thieves),  fat ;  fubMty 
dummy,  a  well-filled  pocket- 
book. 


Fuddle  (popular),  drink ;  *'  out  on 
the  fuddle"  out  on  a  day's 
drinking.  From  fuddle,  an 
accepted  term  for  drinking  to 
excess ;  from  ftdl,  by  an  inter- 
position of  the  letter  d.  The 
Scotch  have  full  for  drunk. 

Fug,  to  (Shrewsbury),  to  stay  in 
a  close,  stuffy  room. 

Fuggies  (schoolboys),  hot.  rolls 
(Hotten). 

Fuggy  (Shrewsbury),  stuffy ;  from 
/(K/o,  an  old  word  for  stench. 

Fulhams  or  fullams  (old),  loaded 
dica  "  So  called,"  it  has  been 
suggested,  *'  from  the  suburb 
where  the  Bishop  of  London 
resides,  which  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  the  most 
notorious  place  for  blacklegs  in 
all  England."  Dice  made  with 
a  cavity  were  called  "gourds" 
(scooped  out  like  the  bottle- 
gourdusedfor  cups,  bottles,  &c.). 
Thus  those  which  were  loaded 
may  have  been  called  '*  full 
ones,"  hence  fullams.  Those 
made  to  throw  the  high  and 
low  numbers  were  respectively 
termed  '*  high  fullams"  and 
''lovf  fullams" 

Full  blast  (common),  anything  is 
said  to  be  in  full  blast  when  at 
its  apogee.  The  allusion  is  ob- 
vious. 

FuU  drire,  full  chisel,  fuU  split 

(American),  at  full  speed,  in  full 
career;  an  equivalent  to  **  hic- 
kety  split,"  "ripping  and  staving 
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Full — Fuftkers. 


along,"  **  two  thirty,"  and  other 
synonyms  for  rapidity. 

Full  frame  (printers),  a  composi- 
tor that  has  been  a  "  grass 
hand  '*  (which  see),  and  secures 
a  regular  engagement,  is  in  pos- 
session of  a/uU  frame, 

Fuilied  (thieves),  committed  for 
trial.  From  the  expression  often 
used  by  magistrates,  "  fully 
committed." 

So  I  got  run  in,  and  was  tried  at  Maryle- 
bone  and  remanded  for  a  week,  and  then 
fuUied  and  got  this  stretch  and  a  half.— 
Honleyi  Jottings  from  J oiL 

Fulness  (tailors),  *'not  ftdneu 
enough  in  the  sleeve  top,"  a 
derisive  answer  to  a  threat  of 
personal  chastisement. 

Fumbles  (thieves),  gloves.  From 
fambles  or  fams,  the  hands ; 
fcemcUu,  lit.  hand-garment,  Old 
Dutch  thieves'  slang. 

Function  (society),  party,  ball,  en- 
tertainment. From  the  Spanish 
funcion,  which  is  used  to  mean 
any  kind  of  meeting  or  per- 
formance. It  came  from  Mexico 
through  the  American  press. 

The  Duchess  of  — — ,  who  was  certainly 
one  of  the  handsomest  women  present  at 
\\itfunction. — Society  Faptr, 

Functior  (Winchester  College), 
the  night-light  burned  in  cham- 
bers. 

Funeral  (American),  "  it*8  not  my 
funeral"  I  don't  care,  it  is  not 
my  business,  it  in  no  way  con- 
cerns me. 


Funk  (general),  state  of  nerroos 
trepidation,  fear. 

.  .  .  A  good  profeasioiial  «ath  the  magie 
sixpence  on  the  wicket  will  give  yon  men 
trouble  than  many  bowlers  in  a  matdu  and 
your  /unk  is  just  the  same  as  a  caiclew 
barrister  who  has  not  read  his  papen.— 
Frtd.  Gait :  The  Gamt  of  Cricket, 

To  fanky  to  be  nervous,  afraid, 
shrink  back. 

But  when  the  time  for  his  examinatioo 
drew  on  the  little  gentlenum  was  seised 
with  such  trepidation,  and  /mdud  so 
greatly,  that  he  came  to  the  resolutioa 
not  to  trouble  the  examiners  again.— C. 
Bede:  Verdant  Green. 

Also  to  funk  it. 

Funk  is  declared  by  some 
authorities  to  be  a  recognised 
word.  At  any  rate  it  is  vulgar 
and  used  in  a  slangy  sense  in 
such  phrases  as  "to  be  in  a 
fuvk^^  "an  awful^  mortal ywtOr." 
This  term,  according  to  De 
Quincey,  originated  among  the 
Eton  "men."  Probably  from 
funk^  to  emit  an  offensive  smell 
like  certain  animals  when  pur- 
sued, or  people  who  lose  phy- 
sical control  over  themselves 
when  in  a  state  of  great  terror. 
This  derivation  seems  to  be 
borne  out  by  the  parallel  French 
fairer ,  to  be  afraid,  shrink  back, 
also  "  faire  dans  sa  cnlotte." 

Funkt  also  a  cowards 

In  New  York  the  word  fwKk 
is  connected  with  humbug,  and 
"Peter  Funk"  is  a  kind  of 
mysterious  B|»rit  who  inspires 
all  kinds  of  petty  business  tricks. 

Funkera  (thieves),  the  very  lowest 
order  of  thieves. 
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Pimkster  (Winchester  Ck)llege), 
one  who  is  afraid. 

Foxiky.    Vide  Funk. 

Fork,  to  (Winchester  Ck>llege), 
to  expel.  It  is  said  that  for- 
merly "  men "  who  were  ex- 
pelled had  to  go  through  '*non 
licet  gate"  when  leaving  the 
college  for  good,  and  their 
clothes  were  sent  after  them  on 
a  pitchfork.  If  this  is  true, 
to  furk  is  from  the  Latin  fwrea, 
pitchfork.  Otherwise  the  origin 
may  be  found  in  old  English 
ferkty  to  hasten  on  or  out.  It 
has  also  the  signification  of  to 
send.  Thus  boys  will  say  that 
reports  are  furked  home  by  the 
doctor.  Also  to  send  on  a  mes- 
sage. 

Furmen  (old  slang),  aldermen. 
An  epithet  derived  from  their 
robes  of  office  being  trimmed 
with  fur. 

Furniture  pictures  (studios),  pic- 
tures painted  by  the  dozen  for 


the  trade  of  the  same  class  as 
"pot-boilers." 


It 


Fur  out  (Winchester  College), 
angry ;  t.&,  one  with/t<r  out  like 
an  ang^  animal. 

Furry  tail  (printers),  see  Rat. 
A  workman  who  accepts  work 
at  an  unfair  house  is  thus 
termed,  from  the  fact  that  a 
rat  is  furry. 

Fush,  to  fush  out  (American),  to 
waste,  come  to  nothing.  Dutch 
fvUd^  a  trifle,  a  worthless  thing ; 
futtdn,  to  fiddle,  foddle,  trifle, 
idle. 

Fussock  (popular),  a  person  who 
makes  much  fuss.  Formerly  a 
fat  woman,  from  the  provincial 
English  "  fussocking,"  large  and 
fat. 

Fustian  (thieves),  wine ;  white 
fuitian,  champagne.  Compare 
with  "red  tape,  white  velvet," 
&c. 

Fye-buck  (old),  a  sixpence. 


|AB  or  gob  (popular), 
the  mouth.  This  word 
is  given  by  diction- 
aries as  a  recognised 
term,  but  it  is  used 
in  a  slangy,  sense,  and  may 
be  considered  as  belonging  to 
slang  phraseology.  It  is  derived 
from  the  Gaelic  and  Scotch  gab 
oTgobf  mouth,  idle  prating,  loqua- 
ciousness. 


An'  aye  he  gies  the  towtie  drab 

The  tither  skelpin'  kiss, 
While  she  held  up  her  greedy  £a^ 

Just  like  an  aumous  dish. 

—Bnms:  Tfu  Jolly  Beggars. 

The  term  is  more  often  used 
in  slang  as  the  "gift  of  the 
gahr 

In  towms  that  have  become  accustomed 
to  the  franchise,  the  voters  well  know  that 
though  a  man  may  be  a  moderate  speaker. 
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he  may,  and  probably  will,  make  a  more 
valuable  business-like  member  of  Pariia- 
ment  than  the  one  who  has  tht  gi/ie/tke 
gab,— sporting  Times, 

Gabble  mannfactory  (American), 
sometimes  called  the  **  Gabble 
Mill  "-—the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  though  in  this 
respect  it  does  not  seem  to  be 
worse  than  other  national  assem- 
blies. 

A  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  gahbU.—^ 
J.  Ruisell  Loiveli. 

Gabble  is  a  diminutive  of  gab  ; 
Danish  gabberen^  to  trifle,  jest ; 
old  French  §e  gabber^  to  mock. 
From  the  Scandinavian  gahb^ 
mockery,  according  to  Littr^; 
Batch  gabbertit  to  jabber. 

Gaby  (common),  a  simpleton,  a 
fool  or  country  bumpkin,  (The 
synonym  "gawcum"  is  used  in 
Somersetshire.)  Probably  from 
*'  to  gape ; "  Danish  gabe.  This 
derivation  seems  to  be  borne 
out  by  the  analogous  badaud, 
booby,  idler ;  from  the  low  Latin 
badare^  to  yawn,  to  gape. 

Gad  (gypsy),  a  shirt;  (popular), 
*'  upon  the  gad^*'  upon  the 
sudden.  It  also  signifies  rest- 
less, going  about. 

I  hare  no  very  {rood  opinion  of  Mn. 
Charles' nursery-maid.  .  .  .  She  is  always 
upon  the  gad. — Miss  A  usien :  Persuasion, 

Gadding    or    gadding    about. 

Hotten  says  this  is  only  to  be 
heard  now  among  the  lower 
orders,  but  in  America  it  is  still 


used  by  everybody.  It  dooa  not 
mean  merely  "  moTing  wAnaiA,'* 
but  going  here  and  there  in  an 
irregular  way,  making  short  oilla 
or  brief  pauses  on  the  way. 


She  was  always  fond  of  gnddimg, 
now  employed  in  adding 
Certain  graces  to  her   charms,  wfaich 
some  mistake 
For  nature's  simple  beauty,  as  i^Mut  hom. 
fashion's  duty. 
Although  fashion's  oft  synonymous  with 
••fake." 

—S/frimg  Tnmes. 

Gadding  the  hoof  (popular),  walk- 
ing about  without  shoes.  Same 
as  '*  padding  the  hoot' 


tt 


Gaff  (American),  a  steel  spur 
flxed  to  the  "  heel  **  of  a  game- 
cock for  fighting.  From  pa/*, 
a  barbed  iron  or  large  fishing- 
hook. 

Gc^fing  is  tossing,  pitching, 
or  throwing  like  a  juggler  per- 
forming. The  gcff  is  a  ring 
worn  on  the  forefinger  of  the 
dealer.  It  has  a  sharp  point 
(hence  probably  the  name),  on 
the  inner  side,  and  the  gambler 
when  dealing  from  a  two-card 
box  can  deal  out  the  card  he 
chooses.  Some,  however,  are 
smart  enough  to  do  this  trvA 
without  the  ga^.  It  is  out  of 
date. 

(Popular),  a  gaff  or  penny  g^f^ 
a  low  place  of  entertainment. 
This  term  is  now  used  for  anr 
theatre  or  musio-hall,  as  the 
Greenwich  gaff.  This  i  appears 
to  be  allied  to  gag  (which  see), 
or  from  gafie^  to  ohatter. 
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Two  or  three  times  a  veek  I  used  to 
fp  to  the   Brit,  in  Hoxton,  or  the  gnff 

in  Shoreditch.— /^«rr/(:X  *  Jotting*  from 
Jail, 

(Theatrical),  to  gajf^  to  per- 
form in  low  theatres.  (Prison), 
a  gaff^  a  pretence,  imposture. 
In  French  slang  gaffe  has 
the  meaning  of  joke,  deceit. 
(Popular  and  thieves),  "  to 
blow  the  gaff'^  to  divulge  a 
secret. 

One  of  them  rushes  to  Smith,  and  de« 
roands,  "  Have  you  been  ordering  some 
sewing-machines  7  " 

'*Yes;  is  the  gaff  blown?"  was  the 
rejoinder. 

"  We  have  had  a  telegram  to  surround 
the  station." — Evening  Ntws. 

Qaff^  in  the  sense  of  imposture, 
and  blow  the  gaff^  seem  to  be 
from  gajjit^  to  chatter,  or  are 
allied  to  gah  or  gag  (which 
■ee). 

Gaffer  (athletes),  he  who  trains 
and  "  owns  "  primarilya  Sheffield 
handicap  runner — now  he  who 
does  the  same  to  any  "  ped  "  or 
pedestrian. 

Gag  (theatrical),  an  actor's  or 
singer's  interpolation  in  the  text 
of  a  play. 

The  chorister  boys  in  a  western  cathedral 
have  been  getting  into  trouble  for  what  in 
theatrical  strollers  b  called  gagging— 
singing  things  that  are  not  in  the  pro- 
gramme.—/nwtf  Payntt  in  Jliustrated 
London  News, 

Many  a  play  has  been  saved 
from  utter  ruin  by  the  self-pos- 
session of  the  actor  or  actress, 


who,  finding  himself  or  herself 
face  to  face  with  failure,  baa 
emitted  some  bright  line,  some 
apposite  repartee,  which  In  one 
moment  has  converted  defeat 
into  victory. 

On  its  first  production,  the 
comedy  of  **  The  Jealous  Wife  " 
hung  fire  in  the  last  scene,  and 
was  nearly  going  through  alto- 
gether, until  the  quick-witted 
Mrs.  Clive  improvised  a  gro- 
tesque fainting  fit,  which  evoked 
roar  upon  roar  of  laughter,  put 
the  audience  into  a  thoroughly 
good  humour,  gave  Garrick  time 
to  recover  himself,  and  ulti- 
mately ensured  a  triumphant 
success. 

Similarly  Frederick  Lemaitre, 
by  sheer  force  of  genius,  com- 
bined with  unique  and  unrivalled 
effrontery,  at  a  moment's  notice 
converted  a  melodramatic  ruffian 
into  the  incarnation  of  comedy, 
and  created  the  character  of 
Robert  Macaire. 

Paul  Bedford's  "I  believe 
you,  my  boy,"  has  travelled  all 
over  the  globe.  Chinamen  and 
Japanese  have  quoted  it,  to 
prove  their  knowledge  of  the 
English  language.  Two  of  the 
most  memorable  gaga  of  which 
we  have  any  record,  occurred 
in  moments  of  inspiration  to 
Macready. 

The  famous  line  at  the  end  of 
the  fourth  act  of  "Richelieu  "— 


II 


Oh  !  for  one  hour  of  youth  1 ' 


only  leaped  to  his  lips,  amidst 
the  tumult  and  excitement  of 
the  scene  on  the  night  of  the 
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first  representation  of  the  play 
at  Covent  Garden. 

Similarly,  on  the  first  night 
of  "Werner/'  at  Bristol,  in  an 
agony  of  paternal  anguish,  he 
rushed  down  to  Gkibor,  and  in  a 
piercing  voice  demanded :  "Are 
you  a  father  7  "  Then  he  whis- 
pered: "Say  No  I"  Gabor, 
taken  off  his  guard,  roared 
*'  No  I  "  But  Macready  rose 
above  him  with  a  wail  of  grief, 
which  thrilled  the  heart  of 
every  auditor,  as  he  exclaimed : 
"  Then  you  cannot  feel  for  misery 
like  minel"  At  these  words, 
the  pit  rose  at  him. 

Probably  one  of  the  best  re- 
membered, and  one  of  the  hap- 
piest interpolations,  took  place 
at  Covent  Garden  on  the  occa- 
sion of  T.  P.  Cooke  (the  original 
William)  taking  his  farewell  of 
the  stage.  Having  described 
the  killing  of  the  shark,  the 
veteran  proceeded  to  say — "  We 
hauled  him  on  deck ;  we  cut 
him  open.  And  what  do  you 
think  we  found  in  him  7  "  The 
usual  reply  is,  *'  Why,  his 
innards,  of  course."  On  this 
occasion,  genial  Johnny  Toole, 
who  played  Gnatbrain,  replied  : 
"  I  don't  know  what  you  found 
in  him,  but  I  know  what  you 
didn^t  find  in  him.  You  didn't 
find  another  T.  P.  Cooke."  This 
gag  brought  down  the  house. 
Like  everything  else,  gag  is 
subject  to  the  general  law  of 
•'  the  survival  of  the  fittest," 
all  that  is  bright  and  appro- 
priate abides,  all  that  is  vul- 
gar and  inappropriate  is  swept 


away  by  the  stem  stage  mana- 
ger. 

To  gag,  to  interpolate.  Oag 
is  old  for  jaw,  palate;  Thus  to 
gag  is  synonymoos  with  '*to 
jaw,"  but  it  is  possibly  allied  to 
the  old  French  gogxu  (whence 
goguenard),  a  joke,  from  the 
Celtic  goguea,  to  deceive,  deride ; 
and  this  derivation  seems  to  be 
supported  by  the  sig^nification 
attributed  to  g<ig  in  English 
thieves'  cant,  t.e.,  a  lie,  and  to 
hoax,  ^ 

Gage  (old  cant),  a  quart  pot ; 
from  gauge,  a  measure.  Written 
also^a^f. 

I  bowse  no  laji^,  but  a  whole  £mgt  of 
this  1  bowse  to  you.— Z^rvmr  .*  JammiCrew. 

Gage  or  gager,  a  man.  Also 
eager,  Gager  is  in  all  proba- 
bility the  gypsy  word  gorgio, 
meaning  any  man  not  a  gypsy. 
Two  centuries  ago  the  ]^ag- 
lish  gypsies  pronounced  ^or^, 
"  g^o  "  {gah*dzho),  as  their  br^- 
ren  still  do  all  over  Boropa 
(Popular),  a  gage,  a  small  quan- 
tity of  anything.  **  Oage,"  says 
Hotten, "  was  in  the  last  centuzy 
a  chamber  utensiL** 

Gagger  (theatrical),  one  who 
"gags."  Fufe  Gag.  Actors  were 
formerly  termed  getggert. 

Gags  or  gatherings  (Winchester 
College),  a  name  given  to  notes 
which  the  different  parts  of 
school  used  to  write  on  the 
work  they  had  done  in  the  week. 


Gait — Gallimaufiy. 
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Lamb  used  the  word  for  pieces 
of  mutton  fat  that  make  one 
retch  or  choke. 

Gait  (American  thieves),  manner 
of  making  a  living,  profession, 
calling. 

Galimey  or  gtltnj  (old  cant),  a 
fowl.  From  the  Italian  gallina, 
now  nsed  in  the  West  of  England 
in  the  sense  of  guinea-fowl.  A 
gally-bird  in  Sussex  is  a  wood- 
pecker. 

Galee  (Anglo-Indian),  slang  for 
bad  language.  Hindu  gali.  In 
English  gypsy  gooler  or  gdUer 
is  a  noise  or  tumult,  and  caller 
a  talking  or  clatter  of  words. 

Gall  (American),  pluck,  cheek, 
impudence,  courage. 

DumUy — "  You  know  that  contemptible 
little  Robinson,  don't  you,  Brown  ? " 
Brown — "  Yes,  but  I  don't  associate  with 
him."  Z>K«^,y—"  Well,  what  do  you  think 
he  had  the  gall  to  do  to-day  7  "  Broivn — 
'*  He  has  the  ^ail  to  do  anything." 
Dumlty — "  He  asked  me  to  drink  with 
him ;  but  he'll  never  repeat  the  impudence." 
Brown— ^'^  What  did  you  do,  pull  his  nose  ?  '* 
Dumley — "  No.  1  ordered  a  champagne 
cocktail,  and  it  cost  him  75  cents."— AVvc 
York  Sun, 

Gallanty-show  (common),  an  ex- 
hibition in  which  black  figures 
are  shown  on  a  white  sheet  to 
accompany  dialogues.  Generally 
given  at  night  by  *'  Punch  and 
Judy  "  men  (Rotten ).  From  the 
Italian  galanti^  fine,  often  ap- 
plied to  small  shows. 

Gallery  stroke  (sporting),  a  stroke 
for  effect;  unlike  "playing  for 


the  g^lery,"  which  has  an  al- 
most forgotten  theatrical  origin. 
A  gallery  stroke  is  derived  from 
the  fact  of  so  many  games 
being  witnessed  from  galleries. 
(Cricketers),  a  high  hit  up  into 
the  air  to  take  the  fancy  of  the 
spectators. 

Galley  slaves  (printers),  vide 
CoMPS.  Compositors  are  termed 
thus  from  the  fact  that  their 
earnings,  especially  in  news- 
paper offices,  depend  on  the 
number  of  gallies  done.  A  man 
to  have  a  good  "poll"  must 
slave  hard  to  set  up  a  large 
number  of  ^oZ^tef.  Moxon,  1683, 
quotes  this  term. 

Galley-stoker  (nautical),  a  lazy 
skulker. 

Galley  west  (American).  Though 
it  indicates  an  opposite  direc- 
tion, galley  west  means  the  same 
as  "  about  east,"  being  a  strong 
superlative,  as  expressive  of 
greatness  or  magnitude. 

I  have  seen  the  Escurial  and  the  Vatican, 
and  the  Dolme-Bagtche,  and  Windsor 
Castle,  and  lots  of  those  little  dug-outs 
over  there,  but  I'll  be  darned  if  this  estab- 
lishment of  yours,  Hunse,  don't  knock  any 
one  of  them  galUy  west  !^galUy  wett^  sir, 
that's  what  it  does. — F.  Francis :  Saddle 
and  Moccasin* 

Gall  led  (Australian  popular), 
frightened. 

Gallimaufry  (nautical),  a  kind 
of  stew  made  up  of  scraps  of 
various  kinds.  Probably  mean- 
ing the  galley  scraps  (Hotten). 
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Gftllinippers  (West  Indian),  a 
faoeUooB  name  giren  by  the 
negroes  to  a  Tery  large  and 
pertinacious  kind  of  mosqnita 
Without  a  smile  Qnashie  will 
tender  information  to  the  effect 
that  they  are  the  grandfathers 
of  their  species  —  veterans  in 
practice  and  cunning.  The 
origin  of  the  word  is  obscure, 
except,  perhaps,  the  "nipping" 
part  of  it. 


Gallipot  (popular),  an  apothecary, 
otherwise  a  **  clyster  pipe." 

It's  Vidler  the  apothecary.  .  . .  You  laid 
you  had  ^aUi/ctt  enough. — Thacktray : 
Th$  Ntwccmtt, 

Gallivant,  to  (common),  to  dance 
attendance  upon  women,  to  play 
the  gallant.  Oallivant  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  gallant,  the  process 
being  the  same  as  in  Samivel 
from  Samuel.  Also  to  roam 
about  for  pleasure.  The  Italians 
have  ttare  a  galla,  to  float  about, 
be  joyous  and  buoyant. 

A  nice  thing,  indeed— all  the  company 
waiting  and  drumming  their  heels,  while  a 
brat  like  you  was  gaiUvantimg  about.  — R, 
Sims:  Tfu Ring tt  Bells, 

GalliTate  (American),  frisking  or 
"figuring"  about.  A  form  of 
"gallivant." 

Oh,  Mary  had  a  little  lamb,  regarding 
m     whose  cuticular 
The  fluff  exterior  was  white  and  kinked 

in  each  particular, 
On  all  occasions  when  the  lass  was  seen 

perambulating 
lliis  little  quadruped  likewise  was  there 
a-gailivating, 

—Tit- Bits :  The  Original  Draft 
of  am  Ancitnt  Chestnut  MS. 


Gallon  of  nun  waawag  one  (Amo- 
rican),  a  saying  attributed  to  mn 
Indian,  who,  on  being  Temon* 
strated  with  for  his  great  inteoar 
perance  on  a  certain  oocaaioii, 
replied :  *«  What's  a  gaUmi  (^rmm 
among  one  f  "  Also  applied  to  a 
millionaire  of  grand  ideas,  who 
though  single  refused  to  tak»  a 
very  large  villa  beoanae  it  was 
too  small.  "  Fine  enoogh — 
what's  a  gallon  of  rum  aw— ^ 
onef*  murmured  the  would-be 
seller. 

Galloper  (army),  an  aide-de-eampc 
He  is  continually  "on  the  move^" 
or  "  on  the  rack,"  as  Canadians 
say. 

Gallows  or  gallns  (common),  a 
vulgar  word  for  "very,"  in  use 
in  America  and  also  in  England 
until  it  was  almost  superseded 
by  "awful,"  and  "dreadful" 

I'm  hard  up  for  capita] — in  short,  .  .  . 
I  am  gallows  hard  up  for  capitaL— /. 
Grtonmfood:  Dick  Ttmplg, 

In  England  this  was  origrinally 
applied  to  any  person  ortMng  ex- 
tremely bad,  "bad  enough,"  says 
Hotten,  "to  deserve  hanging." 
In  the  United  States  only  its 
extreme  or  superlative  character 
has  been  preserved.  The  French 
slang  lac&poUneB,  <.<>.,  ^oZZoiai  (old 
English),  to  signify  a  rascally 
person  of  either  sex,  an  abbre- 
viation of  "gibier  de  potenoe," 
or  ^aZ^oir<-bird. 

Galluptions  (popular),  delightfoL 


GaUus — Gammy. 
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Gallns.     Vide  Gallows. 

Gftlly  slopes  (old  cant),  breeches ; 
abbreviated  from  "galligaskins/' 
trousers,  first  worn  by  the  (Gallic 
Gascons,  according  to  Wright 

GftU^  yam  (nautical),  a  hoaxing 
story.  A  sailor  expresses  dis- 
belief by  saying  only  g,  y. 
(Hotten). 

Gal  nymphs  (Winchester  College), 
a  semi-poetical  name  for  house- 
maids. 

Galoot,  (nautical),  an  awkward 
soldier,  a  sobriquet  for  a  young 
marine.  In  its  early  English 
use  it  seems  to  be  "  an  infam- 
ous person,"  and  derived  from 
the  Italian  galeoUo,  a  galley- 
slave.  Its  meaning  as  a  raw 
marine  seems  to  indicate  this. 
Applied  in  America  very  gene- 
rally as  an  abusive  term,  often 
without  any  special  meaning. 

*'  Yaas ! "  he  cried,  striking  the  bar  with 
his  fist,  "  I've  killed  twenty>seven  men  up 
on  the  Kansas  border,  and  ther  first  galo0t 
thet  looks  cross-eyed  at  me'U  be  my  meat ! " 
—'Detroit  Fret  Press, 

(Also  American),  a  scamp,  a 
rowdy. 

Gamb  (thieves),  a  leg ;  from  the 
Italian  ^am^ 

Game  (sporting),  "  to  play  the 
pome"  is  to  do  a  thing  thoroughly 
or  properly.  Also,  lame  ;  from 
Welsh  cam,  Irish  gam,  lame. 

The  chair  .  .  .  broke  down  with  the 
publisher.  Warrington  burst  out  laugh* 
tng,  and  said  that  Bacon  had  got  the  game 
chair. — Thmckeray:  Pendenmt, 


(Nautical),  a  pome-leg,  a  lame 
limb,  but  not  so  bad  as  to  nnfit 
for  duty  (Admiral  Smyth). 

Gameness  (common),  spirit, 
pluck,  endurance.  An  almost 
recognised  word. 

Whatever  else  you  might  think  of  Blake, 
there  was  no  doubt  about  his  gmmetuu, — 
T.  Hughes :  Tom  Brmm  eU  Ox/erd, 

Game  pullet  (common),  a  very 
young  prostitute,  or  a  girl  who 
by  levity  and  forwardness  is 
almost  certain  to  become  one. 

Gamey  (popular),  brave,  plucky. 

"  Youll  be  shot,  I  see."  "  Well,"  cried 
Mr.  Buley,  "  wot  if  I  am  ;  there's  some* 
thing  gamey  in  it." — Dickens:  Martin 
Cknsxlevnt. 

And  then  again  we  had  the  ring. 
Of  which  our  poets  used  to  ting ; 
In  those  days  'twas  %.gmsney  thing. 
Eh?    Rather  I 
H.  Ross :  The  Hushanets  Boat. 


Gammon  and  patter  (thieves),  a 
meeting. 

Gammon  the  twehre,  to  (Austra- 
lian convicts'  slang),  to  deceive 
the  jury. 

A  man  who  has  been  tried  by  a  criminal 
court  and  by  a  plausible  defence  has  in- 
duced the  jury  to  acquit  him,  or  to  banish 
the  capital  part  of  the  chai^ge  and  so  to 
save  his  life,  is  sud  by  his  associates  to 
have  ^* gammoned  the  twelve  in  prime 
twig,"  alluding  to  the  number  of  jurymen. 
— Vauxs  Memoirs, 

Gammy  (theatrical),  old,  ngly, 
pas9^.  From  the  Gaelic  gam, 
lame,  crooked,  or  bad.  (Tramps), 
bad,  unfavourable,  forged,  as 
in  "gammy  stuff,"  bad  stuff; 


V. 
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gammy  monniker/'  a  forged 
BigDAture;^  **  gammy  people,*' 
people  who  are  hostile  to  the 
tramps.  Hotten  says  that  the 
hieroglyphic  used  by  beggars 
or  cadgers  to  intimate  to  those 
of  the  tribe  coming  after  that 
things  are  not  very  favonrable, 
is  known  by  Q  or  gammy,  A 
gammy-yial  {ville)  is  a  town 
where  the  police  interfere  with 
tramps  or  hawkers. 

Gmmp  (society),  a  common  term 
for  a  monthly  nurse.  Derived 
from  Sarah  Gamp  in  '*  Martin 
Chnzzlewit/'  a  monthly  nurse 
famous  for  her  gouty  umbrella 
and  perpetual  reference  to  Mrs. 
Harris,  a  purely  imaginary  per- 
son, whose  opinions  always  con- 
firmed her  own.  (Common),  an 
umbrella. 

But  I  seriously  declare  that  that  wet  day 
when  I  found  myself  stranded  and  desolate 
in  an  out-of-the-way  village,  if  five  shillings 
would  have  bought  me  the  rustiest,  most 
stump-worn  and  lettuce-shaped  /omt/,  I 
would  have  paid  down  the  money  with 
delight.—/.  Greenwood:  Tag-,  Ra£t  ^ 
Co. 

Gamy,  foul,  putrid.  From  a  kit- 
chen expression,  as  gamy  veni- 
son, that  is,  like  high  game. 

I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  Mr.  Stickle's 
pigeons,  that  I  could  give  a  favourable 
account  of  that  loft ;  but  truth  forbids.  It 
was  filthy  in  the  extreme ;  and  I  no  longer 
wondered  how  Club  Row  became  pos- 
sessed of  Itsgamj^  atmosphere.—/.  Green- 
wood :  UmdercurrenU  of  London  Life, 

Gan  (old  cant),  mouth. 

This  bowse  b  better  than  rom-bowse, 
It  sets  the  gan  a  giggling. 

^-Bromt :  Jovial  Cnw. 


This  is  very  old  slang,  bat 
still  in  use  in  America.  From 
the  Italian  gainoida^  jaw,  a  jaw- 
bone. 

Gander,  a  married  man*  A  yvrj 
old  English  term,  but  still  in  use 
in  America,  where  k  gander  (also 
a  "stag")  partlymeans  agather- 
ing  of  men  only,  ^fufer-month 
in  England  is  the  time  during  a 
wife's  confinement,  so  called,  in 
Hotten's  opinion,  from  the  free 
range  which  the  husband  has  at 
that  time  among  the  "geese.** 
It  may  be  remarked  in  this  con- 
nection that  gtue  or  gheeu  in 
Dutch  slang  means  a  young 
girl,  any  girl;  also  a  lady  of 
pleasure.  It  is  very  probable 
that  there  is  an  undercurrent 
of  meaning  in  reference  to 
these  slang  words  in  the  nursery 
rhyme : — 

*'  Goosey,  Goosey  Gmndtr, 
Whither  dost  thou  wander  ? 
Up  stairs,  down  stairs. 
In  my  lady's  chamber.** 

Gandy  month  (common).  Yiit 
Gander-month    under   Oax- 

DBB. 

Gaoler's  coach  (old  slang),  a 
hurdle  on  which  at  one  time  it 
was  customary  to  convey  crimi- 
nals to  the  place  of  execution. 


(common),  something 
to  look  at,  cause  for  astonish- 
ment; a  lazy  fellow  unmindful 
of  his  work  is  said  to  be  looking 
for  gape-aeed  (Hotten). 

Gapet  (popular),  fit  of  yawning. 


Gapped — Garters. 
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Another  hoar  of  music  was  to  give 
delight  or  the  ge^ts^  as  real  or  affected 
taste  for  it  prevailed. — MUt  AusUu  :  Per* 
tmaiioK. 

Gapped  (old  slang),  getting  the 
worst  of  it.  From  old  banting 
slang. 

I  will  never  meet  at  hard-edge  with  her ; 
if  I  did  ...  I  should  be  confoundedly 
go^^^td, — Richardson:  Granduon, 

Garden  (London),  for  tradesmen 
and  others,  Covent  Crarden 
Market ;  for  actors,  Covent 
Garden  Theatre.  (Thieves),  to 
"put  one  in  the  garden"  to 
cheat  a  confederate  out  of  his 
share. 

Gardener  (popular),  an  awkward 
coachman.  "  Gret  on,  gardener t'* 
is  a  most  insulting  expression 
from  a  cabby  to  a  real  coach- 
man (Hotten).  The  allusion  is 
to  families  who  employ  the 
gardener  as  coachman. 

Garden-gont  (old  slang),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

When  young  Inen  fay  whoring,  as  it 
commonly  falls  out,  get  the  pox,  which, 
by  the  way  of  extenuation,  they  call  the 
common  gardin  gout, — BaiUy :  Erasmus. 

It  must  be  said  that  Covent 
Garden  had  a  bad  reputation. 
A  *' garden- whore  "  was  a  low 
prostitute. 

Garg^le  (common),  a  drink.  The 
term  was  first  used  by  medical 
students. 

A  hasty  introduction  and  a  diplomatic 
slope 
On  the  part  of  the  iogenious  Mr.  B., 


And  the  gay  and  gallant  Green  was, 
single-handed,  left  to  cope 
With  the   siren    who  dbpensed  the 
L.S.D. 
But  her  taste  for  htgh*priced  gargUs 
could  in  no  wise  be  restrained, 
She  appeared  to  look  on  oof  as  so  much 
dirt. 
And  he  very  soon  discovered  all  the 
assets  that  remained 
Were  a  card-case  and  a  ticket  for  a 
shirL 

— Sporting  Timts. 

Garnish  (old  slang),  a  fee  exacted 
by  the  keepers  of  gaols  from 
the  prisoners  for  extra  comforts, 
real  or  imaginary.  In  Yorkshire 
this  term  means  footing  money. 

Garret  (common),  the  head,  or 
upper  storey.  To  have  one's 
garret  unfurnished  is  to  be  a 
fooL 

As  Blagg  rolled  over  them,  and  they 

rolled  over  Blagg, 
While  what's  called  the  "claret"  flew 

over  the  garret. 

— Ingoldsby  Legends. 

Garreter  (thieves),  a  thief  who 
gets  on  the  roofs  of  houses  and 
effects  an  entrance  by  a  garret 
window. 

Garrison  hack  (army),  a  young 
lady  brought  up  in  a  garrison 
town,  and  who,  according  to 
the  definition  of  an  officer, 
*'  knows  all  the  officers  by  their 

Christian  names." 

• 

Garrotting  (oardsharpers),  cheat- 
ing by  concealing  certain  cards 
at  the  back  of  the  neck  (Hotten). 
The  allusion  is  obvious. 

Garters  (nautical),  the  irons  or 
bilboes. 
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Gas — Gaudy. 


Gas    (common),   boastful   talk, 
bonnce. 

"The  Frog  he  would  a^wooiog  go"  is 

excellently  done. 
By  Mr.  Henry  Gaacoigne,  at  the:  merry 


*'  Marrybon ; 


.•• 


\ 


lo  wishing  himXyuccess  of  it,  we  ode  and 

all  may  join. 
He  has  so  little  gtu,  he  ought  to  take  a 

lotof  "coigne." 

— FttH. 

To  gas  is  to  bounce  or  brag ; 
to  g^ve  g<u,  to  scold  or  g^ve  a 
beating.  (Popular),  "none  of 
your  old  ^rof,"  do  not  brag,  none 
of  your  nonsense.  Om  in  old 
French  (from  Latin  gaudere), 
signifies  a  joke,  mockery;  but 
there  is  apparently  no  connec- 
tion. 

Gas  htig  (common),  a  man  of 
words  and  wind,  a  gasconader. 
"  To  gas  "  and  "  gassing,"  as 
nsed  in  America,  are  the  equiva- 
lents  of  the  French  hlaguer  and 
Hague,  German  gcuebalg. 

Gas  pipes  (printers),  bad  rollers. 

Gassy  (common),  liable  to  "flare 
up  "  at  any  offence.  (American), 
talkative,  bouncing,  full  of  wind. 
According  to  Kluge  {EtymoLo- 
gitehea  Worierbreck  der  DeuUchen 
Spraehe)  the  word  "gas"  was 
invented  by  Van  Helmont,  the 
alchymist,  who  died  in  1744. 

Gate-bill  (Oxford  University),  a 
list  of  the  names  and  time  of 
coming  in  of  those  who  return 
to  College  after  ten  at  night. 

Gate-race  (sporting),  a  mock  race 
got  up  not  so  much  for  the  best 


ninner  to  win,  as  for  the  money 
taken  from  the  spectators  (Hot- 
ten). 

Gater  (Winchester  College),  a  leap 
head  first  into  a  '*  pot "  or  canal 
lock. 

Gate,  to  (University),  to  punish  a 
student  by  restricting  his  free- 
dom of  going  outside  the  College 
gate. 

The  Dean  gave  him  a  hook  of  Virgil  to 
write  out,  and  gaUd  him  for  a  fortnight 
after  halL^T*.  Hughtti  Ttm.  Btvnm  mi 
Oj^ord. 

Gathering  the  taxes  (tailors), 
calling  at  workshops  when  on 
the  road. 

Gating.    Yidt  Gatb. 

Gats  (Shrewsbury  school),  quan- 
tity, number. 

They  are  called  up  in  gmli  of  three  at 
a  Vixti^.—Evtryday  L\f€  m  tur  PwNic 
Schools. 

Gatter  (popular),  porter. 

Lots  oSgatttr^  quo'  she,  are  flowing, 
Lend  me  a  lift  in  the  &mily  way. 


It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  term  is  from  a  play  on 
*' gater,"  meaning  gate-keeper 
and  porter ;  or  from  **  gutter," 
the  conduit  from  which  the 
beer  flows  in  publio-honaea. 

Gandy  (Oxford  University  and 
Inns  of  Court),  grand  feast, 
from  gaudiuM,  Also  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  fellows  of  a  col- 
lege in  memory  of  founders  and 
benefactors. 


Gaw/s — Geezer. 
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Gawfl  (OOStermongers),  cheap  red-       the  said  G.  C.o/C.ls  the  responsible  ek- 
skmned  apples.  "*"'  *"  '*»*  c»se.  —  TAomas  Sitvems: 


Gawney  (provincial),  common 
among  the  lower  orders.  It 
means  a  sawney  or  half-witted 
person. 

Gawpus  (nautical),  a  stupid,  idle 
fellow ;  a  "gawcum"  is  a  pro- 
vincialism with  the  same  signi- 
fication. 


Gay  (common),  loose,  dissipated ; 
a  "gay  woman"  or  **gay  girl," 
a  prostitute.  "All  gay"  vide 
All  GAT. 

Gay  tyke  boy  (popular),  a  dog- 
fancier  (Hotten). 

G.  B.  (American),  an  abbreviation 
of  '*  grand  bounce,"  t.e.,  a  rejec- 
tion, dismissal,  or  being  turned 
out,  or  disinherited. 

My  dad  and  I 

Have  had  a  round-aboat,  and  he  has  dis 
Sis'sis-inherited  me ;  and  I  have 
Been  given  the  G.  B.  on  your  account. 
My  be>be-beautiful ! 

— A  Cali/omian  RomoMC*. 

G.  C.  of  C,  the  (American),  the 
Glorious  Climate  of  Califomia, 
and  the  Intellect  of  Boston,  are 
such  stock  phrases  in  the  United 
States,  that  academical  writers 
have  suggested  t^e  expediency 
of  reducing  them,  like  Anno 
Domini,  to  initials. 

if  the  "  glorious  climate  of  Califomia  ' 
is  responsible  for  the  exceedingly  hopefal 
prospects  of  Kocklin's  future  census  reports, 
and  the  said  lively  outlook,  materialised, 
is  responsible  for  my  mishap,  then  plainly 


A  round  tht  World  on  a  Bieyelt. 

Geebnag  (native  word  adopted 
by  the  settlers),  an  Australian 
wild-fruit. 

Gee  or  gee-gee  (common),  a 
horse.  From  gte  or  gt€  up,  to 
turn  to  the  off  side. 

"  I'm  sick  of  seconds,"  said  the  Tealeaf, 
shutting  up  his  book  with  a  bang,  after 
backing  five  gto-gte*  in  succession,  vho 
had  occupied  this  unenviable  portion. 
'^Bird  o/Frtedcm, 

(Popular),  it  won't  gt$^  it  will 
not  do.     From  a  provincialism. 

Oee-gee  dodge  (commercial), 
selling  horse-flesh  as  animal 
food. 

The  employes  I  interviewed* were  enoott* 
raged  to  speak  plainly  and  without  reserve ; 
and  unknown  one  to  the  other,  they  all 
agreed  in  the  assurance  that  to  their 
knowledge  ^t  gee-gee  dodgt^  as  they  called 
it,  was  seldom  or  ever  practised  by  their 
masters— the  main  safeguard  for  the  public 
being  that  it  was  impossible  to  bairgain 
with  any  one  for  a  regular  supply.—/. 
Greenwood:  Veiled Mysitries. 

Geekie  (Scottish  thieves),  police- 
office. 

Connor  next  asked  her  where  it  was,  to 
which  she  replied,  *'  Ben  ^^  geekie,**  He 
did  not  understand  this  at  the  time,  but 
from  the  light  which  he  afterwards  got  he 
knew  it  to  mean  the  police-office. — Police 
New*,, 

Geezer  (popular),  wife,  old  woman. 
Dutch  slang,  geeze  or  geue,  a  gitl, 
a  mistress,  vide  Gandbb.  Also 
a  man  derisively. 

He'd  flirt  and  boat,  but  never  wrote 
A  note  to  his  old  geeur. 
— /.  F.  Mitchell:  Jimmy  Jokn»0ti» 
Holiday, 
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Geneva — Genuine. 


Genera  print  (nautical),  gin. 

And  if  you  meet 
An  officer  preaching  of  sobriety, 
Unless  he  read  it  in  Geneva  ^rimif 
Lay  him  by  the  heels. 

'    — Afassinger, 

Gent  (popalar),  a  contraction  of 
gentleman,  generally  applied  to 
a  dressy  fellow.  Originated 
about  1S47  from  tailors'  adver- 
tisements. The  gtnt  was  the 
'Arry  of  that  time. 

Last  summer  to  Brighton  invited. 

My  friends,  on  a  visit  I  went, 
And  while  on  the  sands  promenading 

I  met  with  a  handsome  young  gent. 
His  figure  was  that  of  Adonis, 

His  eyes  they  were  really  divine, 
And  oh !  how  my  heart  beat  with  rapture 

When  he  turned  and  his  eyes  they  met 
mine. 

— Harry  Hartley :  IVritittg  his  Name 
en  the  Samis. 

(Old  cant),  money;  from  ar- 
gent. 

Gentleman  commoner  (Oxford 
University),  a  student  who  pays 
higher  fees  and  dines  with  the 
fellows  of  the  college.  At  Cam- 
bridge the  phrase  is  a  "  fellow 


>i 


commoner. 

Gentleman  of  three  outs  (popular), 
without  money,  without  sense, 
without  manners. 

Gentleman's  companion  (thieves), 
a  louse. 

Gentlemen  (nautical),  the  mess- 
mates of  the  gunroom  or  cockpit 
— as  mates,  midshipmen,  clerks, 
and  cadets  (Admiral  Smyth). 

Gentlemen  of  observation  (turf), 
an  euphemism  for  "  touts." 


An  equally  strong  force  of  the  "  tootias  " 
fraternity,  and  the  light  of  a  battalioo  of 
these /riv/Zrwri*  of  observatiam^  as  they  are 
more  politely  called,  under  the  trees  of  tbt 
*'  Limekilns,"  b  one  of  the  most  iatcreidBg 
sights  of  our  morning's  walk  at  a  Bwcdag. 
—Bird  0'  Freedom, 

Gentlemen  of  the  g^reen  baize 
road  (gaming),  plunderers  at  the 
card  table,  sharpers  (Dickens^ 
"Bleak  House");  based  upon  the 
familiar  phrase,  "knights  of  the 
road,"  i.e.,  highwaymen ;  hence 
gendemtn  of  the  green  baize  road 
is  equivalent  to  cheating  gam- 
blers, or  sharpers — cards,  dice, 
and  similar  games  being  gene- 
rally played  upon  tables  covered 
with  green  baize. 

Gentle,  to  (American,  Western), 
to  tame  horses  after  the  halter 
breaking,  or  rough  breaking  in 
is  accomplished. 

That's  so.  I  ain't  got  a  colt  at  all  b 
the  corrals  to  gentle  now. — /»'.  FrmMcie : 
Saddle  and  Alaccasin, 

Gentry  core  (canting),  a  gentle- 
man. 

The  gentry  ceve  will  be  romboyled  by 
his  dam.  Queer  cuffin  will  be  the  word 
yet  if  we  don't  tout.  —  Bemcen^field : 
yenetieu 

Gently,  flash  (thieves),  swell 
thieves. 

Oh,  if  my  hands  adhere  to  cath. 
My  gloves  are  at  least  dean. 
And  rarely  have  the  gentry  Jleuk 
In  ^rucer  clothes  been  seen. 

—Lyttan:  Faui  Clifpfd. 

Gentry  mort  (old  cant),  a  lady. 

Gemiine,  to  (Winchester  Colkge)» 
to  praise. 


Geordie — Gerund-grinder, 
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Geordie  (nautioal),  a  north  country 
collier. 

George  Home  (printers),  a  com- 
mon exclamation  among  printers 
to  a  person  who  tells  some  old 
story  as  if  it  were  new. 

Georgetown  Yelper,  the  (Ameri- 
can), name  of  a  mythical  or 
imaginary  newspaper  invented 
by  an  editor  when  he  wishes 
to  publish  original  matter  as 
borrowed.  The  name  is  only 
given  in  illustration,  any  other 
may  be  substituted. 

Officthoy  to  editor,  respectfully—**^  Fore- 
man says  we  need  half  a  column  more  of 
editorial." 

Editor— "Tcl\  him  to  take  that  article 
we  had  on  Blaine's  speech  day  before  yes> 
terday,  be^nning, '  The  following  scathing 
review  of  Jim  Blaine's  late  abortive  effort 
from  the  Jonesburg  Terror  is  so  illustra- 
tive of  our  views  that  we/  ftc,  and  run  it 
in  again,  with  the  name  of  the  Georgetown 
Yeiper  inserted  in  place  of  the  other 
paper." 

Georgic  (Eton),  to  order  a  boy 
to  do  a  georyie  was  a  favourite 
punishment  with  irate  Eton 
masters.  It  consisted  in  writ- 
ing out  about  800  lines  of  Latin, 
an  operation  which  took  at 
least  three  hours  for  the  fastest 
writers. 

Then  he  pulled  himself  together,  dashed 
ioto  the  house  and  upstairs,  where  he 
found  Palmer  Budd,  a  fellow  of  infinite 
jest  and  some  daring,  "staying  out," 
stutteringly  demanded  if  he  were  the 
culprit,  received  an  affirmative,  inflicted  a 
georgic,  and  then  sought  for  his  footnum. 
—Sktichy  Memories  0/  Etotu 


Geniuui  ducks  (popular),  bugs; 
otherwise  knows  as  B  flats,  in 
opposition  to  F  sharps,  t.e.,  fleas. 

Geniuui  Antes  (rhyming  slang),  a 
pair  of  boots. 

Germans  (common),  sausages. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that — 
having  spent  several  half-hours  in  the 
company  of  as  many  separate  witnesses, 
all  of  tbem  employed  at  different  manu« 
factories  of  germans,  *' collared  head," 
and  "spiced  beef,"  chiefly  for  supplying 
shops  situated  in  the  poorest  and  most 
densely  populated  neighbourhoods — as  far 
as  I  can  make  out  there  is  at  present  no 
danger  that  our  feline  pets  will  go  hungry 
because  of  the  wholesale  conversion  of 
their  favourite  food  into  sausages.—/. 
Greenwood:  Veiled  Mysteries. 

Gerry  (old  cant).  C.  J.  R.  Turner 
translates  this  as  excrement, 
and  derives  it  from  the  Latin 
gerrat  trifles,  stuff,  nonsense. 
It  also  occurs  in  cant  as  jeer,  in 
which  case  it  is  simply  the 
gypsy  jeer,  jlr,  the  rectum,  also 
excrement,  though  ful  is  the 
common  word  for  the  latter. 
Where  it  occurs  as  iere,  Mr. 
Turner  derives  it  from  the  Gaelic 
inneir,  dung,  which  is  hardly  so 
close  SL8Jeer. 

Gerry  gan  (old  cant),  incidentally, 
hold  your   tongue.      Literally, 

8 in  your  mouth.    Modem 

Parisians   will   say,    "Tais  ta 
grueule  ou  j'te  c dedans.** 

Gerry  gan,  the  ruffian  clye  thee. 

— Harmon:  Caveat, 


German  dnck  (popular),  sheep's     Genmd  -  grinder    (common), 
head  stewed  with  onions.  sohoolmaster. 

2  C 
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Get — Get  set 


Get  againit  the  game,  to  (Ame- 
rioan),  a  term  borrowed  from 
poker,  but  in  general  ose  to 
signify  taking  risks  in  anything. 

Get  a  grind   on  any  one,  to 

(American),  to  have  a  joke  on 
a  man,  to  play  a  trick,  or  to 
have  **a  good  story"  to  tell 
against  him,  it  being  a  popular 
belief  that  anything  which 
annoys,  pains,  or  vexes  a  person 
is  **  smart,"  or  witty. 

Get  a  hat,  to  (cricketers),  to  bowl 
three  wickets  in  three  consecn- 
tive  balls ;  originally  one  was 
supposed  to  be  presented  with 
a  new  cocked  hat  when  he  had 
achieved  the  feat. 

Get  a  set  on,  to  (Anstralian  popu- 
lar), to  have  a  spite  against. 
This  is  a  variation  of  the  English 
"  to  make  a  dead-set  against." 

Get  at,  to  (racing),  to  put  hort-de 
eombatf  to  corrupt.  "Getting 
at"  meant  originally  getting 
access  to  a  horse  to  injure  it, 
but  it  has  also  been  transferred 
to  those  connected  with  the 
horse,  the  owner,  the  trainer, 
the  jockey,  the  veterinary  sur- 
geon. Applied  to  them  it  meant 
the  same  as  "get  round,"  or 
"square,"  i.e.,  to  corrupt  into 
not  running  the  horse  fairly. 
From  this  it  has  been  applied  to 
any  kind  of  corruption.  For  in- 
stance rabid  Tories  have  accused 
Mr.  Gladstone  of  having  been 
got  at  by  the  Irish  Americans. 


It ' 


Yoa  see,  sir,"  he  exphuoed,  "  there  are 
no  end  of  loefing  yagabonds  about  th^t 
'ere  Yering ;  who  knows  bat  wKat  some  of 
'em  might  take  it  into  their  heads  U^tt  at 
him."— ^.  C.  Grmnt. 

Get  away  (American),  a  loco- 
motive, called  in  English  popu- 
lar slang  a  "puffer."  Also  a 
railway  train. 

Get  back  into  your  box  I  (Ameri- 
can), be  quiet,  silence  1 

Get  behind  a  man,  to  (common), 
to  indorse  a  man*s  bill. 

Get  even  with,  to  (common),  to' 
revenge  one's  self. 

Those  who  think  this  country  &ils  U 
get  ev€n  with  France  for  her  unjust  dis- 
crimination against  American  pork  pos- 
sibly have  never  heard  a  graduate  of  an 
American  young  ladies'  boarding-school 
mangling  French.  The  revenge  is  terrible. 
— American  Newspaper. 

Get  off  a  keen,  to  (American 
cadet),  to  make  a  witty  remark. 

Get  one  cold,  to  (American),  to 
have  a  man  at  advantage,  to 
"best  him,"  to  "have  him  dead 
to  rights."  To  pin  a  man  down, 
or  to  catch  him.  To  g^t  one 
foul  (MS.  Americanisms). 

Get-penny  (old  slang),  a  paying 
speculation.  It  occurs  in  Kirk- 
man's  "  Wits  or  Sports  upon 
Sports"  (1673). 

Get  set,  to  (cricket),  to  begin  to 
play  well,  when  the  batsman  is 
"  getting  his  eye  in.' 
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Get — Getting. 
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Get  the  length  of  one's  foot,  to 

(popular),  to  understand  how  to 
manage  a  person. 

Get  the  mitten,  to  (American 
Universities),  to  be  expelled 
from  college. 

(Popular),  to  be  discarded  or 
jilted. 

There  is  a  young  lady  1  have  set  my 
heart  on  ;  though  whether  she  is  a  goin'  to 
give  me  hers,  or  give  trie  the  ntitten^  I 
ain't  quite  satisfied. — Sam  Slick  :  Human 
Nature, 

Get  the  needle,  to  (cards),  to  lose 
much  money  at  a  game.  (Com- 
mon), to  get  angry. 

And  fancy  my  slang  being  stale,  Charlie  ! 

Gives  me  the  needier  that  do. 
In  course  I've  been  in  it  for  years,  mate, 

and  mix  up  the  old  and  the  new ; 
But  if  the  St.  James's  young  gentleman 

fancies  hisself  on  this  lay, 
I'll  "slang  "  him  for  glasses  all  round,  him 

whose  patter  fust  fails  'im  to  pay. 

—Punch. 

Get  there,  to  (American),  to  suc- 
ceed. A  characteristic  Ameri- 
can expression  very  freely  used 
in  conversation.  **  The  specu- 
lation fcook's  rather  smoky — but 
I'll  get  there"  means  that  though 
the  venture  is  unpromising  at 
present  it  will  prove  profitable 
in  the  end. 

Get  there  with   both   feet,  to 

(West  American  slang),  to  be 
very  successful. 

He  said  as  he'd  been  gambling,  and  was 
two  hundred  dollars  ahend  of  the  town. 
He  got  there  with  toth  feet  at  starting. 


and  was  eight  hundred  ahead  once,  but 
he  played  it  off  at  monte.— /".  Francis : 
Saddle  and  Moccasin. 

Get  the  ran,  to  (English  and  Aus- 
tralian), to  be  discharged. 

Get  the  sack  or  bag,  to  (common), 
to  be  discharged.  As  the '  *  bag- 
man "  is  the  traveller  of  the  firm, 
very  possibly  to  get  the  bag  means 
to  be  sent  on  one's  travels.  Cf. 
"get  the  sack,"  "get  the  run." 
Compare  also  German  "einen 
kerb  behommen,"  togetabasket, 
to  be  dismissed. 

"  Do  you  know  to  whom  you  are  talk- 
ing?" replied  the  Governor.  **  No,  and  I 
am  —  if  I  care,"  came  the  answer ;  and  it 
took  all  the  illttstrious  personage's  powers 
of  persuasion  to  get  the  man  to  take  him 
across.  The  ferryman  now  knows  who  his 
passenger  was.  He  has  got  the  sack. — 
Modem  Society. 

Getting  an^encore  (tailors),  hav- 
ing to  rectify  something  wrong 
with  your  job. 

Getting  into  his  wool,  wooling 
him  (American),  beating  a 
man,  assaulting  him  violently. 
A  simile  borrowed  from  the 
negroes,  who  in  fighting  attack 
the  head  and  pull  the  hair. 

Chicago  traders  are  gettivg  into  Phila- 
delphia s  wool  in  fine  style.  —  Chicago 
Tribune. 

Getting  on  (turf),  backing  a  horso 
for  any  particular  race.  The 
term  usually  implies  a  more  or 
less  hurried  operation. 

Getting  out  (racing),  laying 
against    a     horse     previously 
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backed.  This  is  almost  invari- 
ably done  in  haste,  though  per- 
haps not  more  often  repented 
of  at  leisure  than  are  most 
speculations. 

Getting:  the  length  of  his  foot 

(tailors),  knowing  what  is  pre- 
ferred, and  acting  accordingly. 

Getting    your    flannels.       Vide 
Flannels. 


be  infonned  me  that  he  did  not 
thing  to  say  to  me.—/. 


.'  T^$ 


Get  np  and  dost  (American),  arise 
and  depart;  the  idea  being  that 
a  man  or  a  horse  raises  a  dust 
as  he  goes  on  the  road. 

While  dusting  the  fumitoze  a  Bangor 
serving-maid  fell  out  of  a  second-stofcy 
window.  She  then  placidly  arose  and 
dusUd  herself.— Dttrmt  Fret  Press. 


Getting    your    hand    on    him 

(tailorti),  not  trusting  him,  sus- 
picious. 

Get,  to  (American),  to  depart 
hastily.  It  is  generally  in  the 
form  **  you  get !  "  t.e.,  *'  begone." 
There  is  also  an  expression, 
*'you  bet  1 "  meaning  that  you 
may  bet  on  it,  or  be  sure  of  the 
matter  in  question. 

One  night  Bill  heard  a  noise.  It  was  a 
burglar  who  had  clamberated  the  grape- 
vine arbour,  and  was  just  going  to  entrance 
the  window.  Bill  he  grabbed  his  gun  and 
drew  a  bead  on  the  burg,  saying,  **  You 
get!"  The  biirg  looked  up,  and  seeing 
the  iron,  replied,  "  You  bet,"  and  retreated. 
—The  Talc  of  Bill  Skuter, 

Get-up  (common \  dress,  pure  and 
simple,  or  dress  with  marked 
intention  in,  or  mode  of  dress- 
ing. To  gti  up  well  is  to  be 
perfectly  dressed. 

The  Empress  of  Austria  never  went  out 
hunting  without  her  fan,  the  only  thing 
that  seemed  strange  to  English  eyes  in  a 
very  perfect  costume  and  geUup, —  Tke 
IVorld. 

The  way  in  which  he  received  my  civil 
application  was  complimentary  at  least  to 


Get  np  one*s  Ixyun,  to  (Ameri- 
can). When  a  man  feels  his 
temper  rising  with  a  certain 
amount  of  determined  ferocity 
he  is  said  to  feel  the  Indian 
rising  in  him. 

G.  H.  (printers),  see  Stbbbo. 
These  initial  letters  owe  their 
origin  to  a  certain  Mr.  George 
Home,  a  typographer,  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  retailing  stale 
news.  If  a  workman  repeats  a 
story  already  known,  an  inti- 
mation to  hold  his  tongue  is  con- 
veyed by  uttering  the  ominoiu 
letters  (7.  H, 

Ghastly  (society),  the  commonest 
emphatic  word  of  the  day,  sig- 
nifying bad,  awf uL 

Ghaut  (Anglo-Indian),  a  landing- 
place,  or  path  of  descent  to  a 
river. 

The  country-people  call  this  place  die 

ghaut^ 
And  from   its  foot-hills  scanty  breath 
there  be. 
—Burton:  TrmmsUUion efCameems. 


Ghee — Ghouls, 
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Ghee  (Anglo-Indian),  boiled  bat- 
ter ;  used  in  cooking  through  all 
India. 

*'  In  most  of  the  prisons  of 
Hyder  Ali  it  was  the  custom 
(of  European  prisoners)  to  cele- 
brate particular  days,  when  the 
funds  permitted,  with  the  luxury 
of  plantain  fritters  (fried  ban- 
anas), a  draught  of  sherbet,  and 
a  convivial  song.  On  one  occa- 
sion the  old  Scotch  ballad  '*  My 
wife  has  ta*en  the  ^«"  was 
admirably  sung  and  loudly  en- 
cored. It  was  reported  to  the 
Eelledar  (commander  of  the 
fort)  that  the  prisoners  said 
and  sung  through  all  the  night 
of  nothing  but  ghee.  The  Eelle- 
dar, certain  that  discoveries 
had  been  made  regarding  his 
malversations  in  that  article 
of  garrison  stores,  determined 
to  conciliate  their  secrecy  by 
causing  an  abundant  supply  of 
this  unaccustomed  luxury  to 
be  henceforth  placed  within 
the  reach  of  their  farthing 
purchases"  (Wilkes'  Historical 
Sketches,  Anglo-Indian  Glos- 
sary). 

Ghost-racket  (American),  any 
event  or  narrative  into  which 
the  spiritual  or  ghostly  element 
enters. 

The  most  novel  ghost-racket  on  record 
has  just  been  worked  by  a  Jersey  detective 
in  a  vain  attempt  to  scare  an  ignorant 
German  into  confessing  that  he  was  a 
xanT^txtT.— Chicago  Tribunt, 

We  have  had  the  tallest  ghost-mcket 
here  in  our  town  that  you  ever  did  audit. 
—WashitiftoH  {Pa.)  EagU, 


Ghost  walking  (theatrical),  a  term 
orig^ally  applied  by  an  impe- 
cunious stroller  in  a  sharing 
company  to  the  operation  of 
**  holding  the  treasury,"  or 
paying  the  salaries,  which  has 
become  a  stock  facetiae  amongst 
all  kinds  and  descriptions  of 
actors.  Instead  of  inquiring 
whether  the  treasury  is  open, 
they  usually  say — "Has  the 
glioii  walked  7  "  or  "  What  I  has 
this  thing  appeared  again  7 " 
(Shakspeare). 

A  new  play  called  "  The  Skeleton  "  has 
been  produced  at  a  Vaudeville  matinee. 
It  isn't  likely  to  be  in  much  esteem  with 
the  actors,  owing  to  a  natural  deficiency 
of  "  fat,"  although,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
may  certainly  be  expected  to  offer  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  the  ghost  to 
walk. — Funny  Folks, 

(Commercial),  in  large  firms, 
when  the  clerk  whose  duty  it 
is  goes  round  the  various  de- 
partments paying  wages,  it  is 
common  to  say  the  ghott  walks, 

Ghonls  (American),  prying  and 
spying  reporters  for  newspapers 
who  chronicle  the  meanest 
gossip  of  private  life.  The  term 
originated  in  the  "  ghoulish 
glee"  of  President  Cleveland. 
The  word  ghouL  is  a  great 
favourite  with  American  news- 
paper writers,  and  is  used  in 
every  grammatical  form,  as  to 
gJwul,  ghouler,  ghoulest,  and 
ghoulette,  a  female  ghoul,  espe- 
cially a  blackmail-levying  pros- 
titute. 

The  ghouls  also  reported  that  Mrs. 
Folsom,  in  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Cleveland, 
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had  licked  Hector  (the  President's  dog) 
for  being  too  fresh  and  promiscuous.  .  .  . 
T\ie  ghouls  who  haunt  Mr.  Cleveland  are 
not  confined  to  the  Republican  press.  Far 
from  it.  A  ^houi  of  the  Washington  P^tt 
reported  that  the  sex  of  Hector  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  his  (her)  real  sex  just 
discovered. — Ntw  York  World, 

Ghoulish  g^lee  (American),  an  ex- 
pression drst  used  by  Fttoident 
Cleveland,  which  immediately 
became  a  popular  catch-word. 
It  may  be  observed  that  in  the 
following  paragraph  there  is  a 
slang  expression  in  every  sen- 
tence. 

Some  newspaper  with  ghouiish  gle§  re« 
marks  that  the  President  undertook  to 
pull  down  his  Vest,  but  that  Vest  pulled 
him  down.  It  is  certain  that  he  squatted. 
He  bounced  Benton  for  making  partixan 
speeches,  and  was  scared  into  puttinj;  him 
back  into  ofTice.  It  is  the  completest 
backdown  known  to  the  White  House. — 
Chicago  Tribune, 

G.  I.  (printers),  "general  indul- 
gence," %.e.,  a  birthday,  holiday 
treat,  and  is  also  the  festife 
occasion  when  an  apprentice 
'*  comes  of  his  time,"  an  event 
signalised  by  much  noise,  and 
usually  followed  by  bread  and 
cheese  and  beer.  Sometimes 
the  words  "groat  independ- 
ence" are  attributed  to  these 
letters  on  such  an  occasion, 
specially  referring  to  the  inde- 
pendence gained  by  the  ap- 
prentice. 

Gib  (prison  and  army),  slang  for 
Gibraltar,  to  which  transporta- 
tion ceased  in  1S75.  (Nautical), 
a  forelock 


Gib  face  (popular),  a  heavy,  ugly 
face.  To  "  bang  one's  ^,"  to 
pout  the  lower  lip.  Q%b  is  pro- 
perly the  lower  lip  of  a  horse, 
or  a  bump  or  swelling. 

Gideon's  band  (American),  a  sUng 
term  for  good-fellowship,  asso- 
ciation, union  for  carousing,  &c. 
The  term  comes  from  a  negro 
minstrel  song,  the  air  and  some 
of  the  words  of  which  were 
originally  of  a  camp-meeting  or 
Methodist  hynm. 

Oh,  keep  your  hat  upon  3roar  head. 
For  you  may  need  it  when  you're  dead ; 
Oh,  keep  yotur  shoes  upon  your  feet. 
That  you  may  walk  the  golden  street 

Ch,  If  you  belong  to  Gideotit  ha»i^ 
Oh,  here's  my  heart  and  here's  mj 

hand. 
We're  hunting  for  a  home. 

Oh,  keep  yonr  trousers  on  your  legs, 
I'hat  you  may  hang  'em  on  the  golden 

P«gs; 
'Twixt  you  and  me,  I  really  think 
It's  pretty  near  time  to  take  a  drink. 
If  you  belong  to  Gidtfin^t  band. 

Gift-house  (printers),  a  bouse  of 
call.  Compositors  have  their 
*  *  gifts  "  also,  or  clubs — a  limited 
number  of  members  being  ad- 
mitted only,  and  their  object! 
being  to  find  employment  or  to 
provide  for  non-employment  in 
the  shape  of  a  provident  allow- 
ance. 

Gig  (popular),  a  farthing,  the 
nose. 

Gigger  (tailors),  sewing-machine ; 
from  "  to  gig,"  to  make  a 
noise. 


Gig'lamps — Ginger. 
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Gil^-lamps  (common),  spectacles. 
A  person  who  wears  spectacles 
is  sometimes  called  gig-lampa. 

He  had  chosen  his  friend  Verdant  to  be 
his  prompter ;  so  that  the  well-known  ^j^ 
lamps  of  our  hero  formed,  as  it  were,  a 
very  focus  of  attraction. — C.  Bede :  Ver- 
dant Green. 

Gills  (popular),  the  jaws,  the  face ; 
to  give  a  "bang  in  the  g\lU^^* 
to  strike  one  in  the  face.  Also 
a  high  or  large  shirt  collar. 

Gilt  (popular),  money ;  from  the 
German  gdd^  Dutch  gdi,  GueUe^ 
in  French  shopmen's  assistants* 
slang,  is  the  percentage  allowed 
them  on  the  sale.  Shakspeare 
has  punned  on  the  word  giU. 

Have  for  the  giit  of  France, 
O  guilt  indeed ! 

-Henry  V. 

(Thieves),  a  crowbar. 

Gilt-edged  (American),  as  the  best 
note-paper  was  once  always  ^ri/i- 
edged,  the  term  passed  to  the 
Stock  Exchange  to  denote  the 
paper  or  promissory  notes  of 
the  first  class,  on  which  there 
could  be  no  risk.  Hence  the 
expression  became  general  for 
anything  superlative. 

"A  man  is  an  infernal  fool  to  play 
poker  anywhere,"  said  a  well-known  sport 
and  politician  to  a  Tribune  reporter  the 
other  evening ;  "  but  he  is  a  gilt-edged 
idiot  to  play  the  game  in  a  card -room 
or  anywhere  else  where  Tom,  Dick,  and 
Harry  may  take  a  hand." — Chicago  Tri- 
bune. 

Gilt-tick  (costermonger),  money 
as  represented  by  gold  coins. 


Gimcrack  (provincial),  a  handy 
man,  a  universal  mechanic  or 
Jack  of  all  trades.  In  this  sense 
common  in  Northamptonshira 
(Popular),  a  spruce  person. 

Gimlet-eyed  (common),  with  very 
small  eyes.  A  corresponding 
but  coarse  expression  in  French 
slang  is  "  des  yeux  en  trou  de 
pine." 

Gin  (Australian),  the  wife  of  an 
Australian  native. 

An  Australian  settler's  wife  bestows  on 
some  poor  slaving  gin  a  cast-off  French 
bonnet. — C.  Kingsley :  Two  Yeart  Ago. 

Gin  and  Gospel  Gazette  (jour- 
nalistic). The  Morning  Advertiser. 
So  called  from  the  fact  of  its 
having  for  a  long  period,  in  the 
early  days  of  its  existence,  de- 
voted a  portion  of  its  space  to 
the  announcements  of  its  parti- 
cular eHenUlCt  and  another  to 
advertisements  of  works  on  theo- 
logy, and  notices  of  preachers  at 
London  churches  and  chapels. 

Ginger  (theatrical),  an  idiom  de- 
rived from  the  vocabulary  of 
the  stables.  If  an  actor  plays  a 
part  tamely,  or  ineffectively,  it 
is  a  common  phrase  to  say  "  he 
wants  ginger."  ( Popular) ,  a  man 
with  red,  yellow,  or  yellow- 
brownish-red  hair. 

The  man  that  I  loved  was  as  fair  as 

could  be, 
The  man  that   I  married's  a  sort  of  a 

ginger. 
The  man  that  I  loved  paid  attention  to  me, 
llie  man  that  I  married  my  feelings  doth 
injure. 
— T.  C.  Lewis:   The  Man  I  Loved 
and  the  Man  I  Married, 


408 


Gingerbread — Gke. 


A  ginger  t  a  showy,  fast  hona 
From  a  well-known  practioe  of 
horse-dealers. 

Gingerbread  (conunon),  a  dis- 
paraging epithet  for  too  showy 
adornment  of  articles  of  fnmi- 
tnre,  architectTure,  kc. 

The  rooms  are  too  small,  and  too  much 
decorated  with  carving  and  gilding,  which 
is  a  lund  of  gififftrbrtad  work. — Smollett : 
Fnutce  and  Italy. 

The  French  use  the  term  '*  en 
pain  d'^pice"  with  a  like  signi- 
fication. (Nautical),  "  ginger- 
bread  work,"  profusely  carved 
decorations  of  a  ship.  (Thieves), 
money. 

Your  old  dad  had  the  gingerbread.— 
Ainsworth:  Rookwood. 

Ginger-snap  (American),  a  hot- 
tempered  person,  particularly 
one  with  yellowish  or  ginger- 
coloured  hair.  A  ginger-tnap 
is  also  a  very  hard  ginger 
biscuit. 

Her  face  was  covered  with  tears  and  woe, 
and  her  little  fist  aided  her  apron  in  dab- 
bing more  sorrow  from  her  eyes.  *'0 
teacher,  teacher,"  she  sobbed,  "Maudie's 
calling  roe  names.  Maudie  [a  sob]  called 
me  [another  sob]  Aginger-sna/^  boo-hoo  ! " 
— American  News/a/er, 

Gingham  (common),  an  umbrella. 

He  was  one  of  the  great  unpaid  and  self- 
elected  flock  of  hypocrites  yclept  evange- 
lists, and.  with  sl  gingham  in  one  hand  and 
a  bundle  of  tracts  in  the  other,  he  entered 
a  third-class  compartment. — Birdd  Free- 
dom. 

Gingle-boys  (old),  coin. 

We  thank  our  fates,  the  sign  of  the 
ginnU-boyt  hangs  at  the  door  of  our 
pockets. — Massinger:  Virgin  Martyr, 


Gingnmbob  (oommon),  a 
From  the  same  root  as  "  jingle.'* 

Ginning  it  np  (American),  "wos^« 
ing  things  np^"  worldng  baid 
and  energetically  at  anything. 

The  Apaches  were  oat  to  beat  heD— «t 
least  that  was  the  tune  we  were  all  talking 
to  about  that  time.  And  they  were/MMm/- 
ker  M>,  and  making  things  a  bit  Itvdy, 
that's  a  fact.— y^.  Frmncis  :  Saddle  and 
Afeccatin, 

The  origin  is  from  working  at 
a  cotton  gin. 

Gin  penny  (costermongers),  the 
e3ctra  profit  charged  to  provide 
the  "  glass  of  something  short*' 
before  going  home. 

Gin  spinner,  a  distiller  or  rectifier 
of  gin  (Hotten). 

Gip  (thieves),  a  thief,  abbreviated 
from  gypsy. 

Gippies  (journalistic),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Cokxiel  Kitchener  will  probably  stidc  to 
his  original  intention  of  having  only  gi^ 
fies  (as  they  call  the  Egyptian  soldios 
here)  at  Suakim.— r>U  WorU. 

Give,  to  (common),  usedinaslangr 
sense  in  the  phrase  "  to  gvte  it 
one,"  to  scold,  to  thrash.  **  Fll 
give  it  you;"  in  French,  "Je 
vais  t*en  donner ; "  Italian, "  To 
vi  lo  daro."  (American),  lo 
give  is  extensively  used  to  fonn 
active  verbs  of  extremely  varied 
forms.  "  To  give  on  the  make," 
to  be  clever  at  profiting.  "  To 
give  on  praying,**  to  excel  in 
prayer.  With  certain  persons  it 
is  used  as  frequently  as  **  fix." 


Give. 
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Give  away*  to  (American),  to 
inadvertently  betray  or  injo/e 
one's  sell  The  man  who  through 
forgetfulness  or  maladroitness 
'*  lets  out "  that  he  himself  has 
been  guilty  of  something  which 
he  had  previously  condemned 
gives  himself  away  conspicu- 
ously. Also  to  communicate  a 
thing  or  to  violate  confidence. 
It  is  said  of  a  Yankee  damsel 
in  a  university  town  that  she 
once  expressed  great  horror  at 
the  conduct  of  certain  girls  with 
the  students.  '^I  was  going," 
she  said,  "  by  the  College  early 
the  other  morning,  when  I  saw 
a  great  basket  being  let  down 
with  a  young  lady  in  it."  Here 
the  tale  was  interrupted,  and 
when  it  was  resumed  the  fair 
narrator  forgetfully  added  — 
"Oh,  yes  I  wBsn't  it  awful? 
just  when  about  ten  feet  from 
the  ground  the  rope  broke— 
and  down  I  came  I  '*  "  There 
you  gave  yourttlf  away"  re- 
marked a  hearer.  The  expres- 
sion came  into  common  use  about 
1868.  In  its  original  meaning 
it  was  limited  to  inadvertent 
betrayal  It  is  now  vaguely 
used  in  several  senses. 

Give  a  weight,  to  (street),  to 
help  a  person  in  lifting  a  heavy 
weight. 

Gnre  best,  to  (popular),  to  leave, 
leave  off,  to  yield. 

But  after  a  time  I  fove  Aim  best  (left 
him)  because  he  used  to  want  to  bite  my 
ear  (borrow)  too  oXltXi.—Honley :  Jottings 
from  Jail. 


To  give  hett  means  originally 
to  acknowledge,  and  thus  passes 
easily  to  mean  the  natural  corol- 
lary of  a  confession  of  inferior* 
ity,  relinquishing  or  submitting. 
Also  used  in  Australia. 

Accordingly  after  publication  on  Friday 
(it  was  a  bi-weekly  paper,  the  defunct 
PUatant  Creek  CArvnicle)  we  "rushed 
in  "  our  "  dis.  "  and  £paeve  the  case-room 
iest  on  S<iturday  morning. — TAas,  L. 
Work:  Australian  Printer^ s  Keej^ake. 

Give  *em  Jessie,  a  party  war-cry 
widely  current  in  the  Presiden- 
tial Campaign  of  1856.  Fre- 
mont, the  Republican  candidate, 
had  fifteen  years  before  made 
a  runaway  match  with  Jessie, 
daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Benton, 
and  the  popular  favour  with 
which  runaway  matches  are  apt 
to  be  regarded  was  made  much 
of  in  this  case,  the  lady's  name 
being  freely  used  in  song  and 
story  by  her  husband's  political 
supporters.  It  was,  however, 
in  common  use  a  century  before 
Jessie  Fremont  was  bom.  It 
is  probably  an  allusion  to  the 
"rod  of  Jesse"  in  the  Old 
Testament. 

Give  him  a  chance  for  his  white 
alley  (American),  let  him  have 
a  last  chance  for,  a  forlorn  hope, 
a  fluke,  give  the  man  one  more 
trial.  A  figure  borrowed  from 
the  boys'  game  of  marbles. 

Give  it  a  bone  (common),  "stop 
it,"  or  "that's  stale."  The 
metaphor  is,  of  course,  that  of 
giving  a  dog  a  bone  to  stop  his 
noise. 
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Ghre  it  mimth  (popular),  speak 
up.    In  Italian,  *'  dar  la  bocca." 

Giye  it  to  (old  cant),  to  rob;  "  I 
ffave  ii  to  him  for  his  reader,"  I 
stole  his  pocket-book. 

Give  ikj'high,  to  (Australian  and 
popular),  to  blow  up,  to  scold  in 
the  most  immoderate  fashion. 
The  metaphor  is  from  "blow- 
ing up  ** — sometimes  simply  "  to 
sky-high  "  is  used. 

Giye  the  collar,  to  (American),  to 
seize,  arrest,  to  "  collar." 

"The  charge  is  drunkenness.** 
**Yes,  I  suppose  so,  but  here  is  the 
case :  I  left  home  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  to  buy  a  pork  chop  for  breakfast. 
I  buy  my  chop  and  am  going  home  in  a 
peaceful  manner,  when  a  policeman  corner 
up  and  £ives  me  the  collar" — Detroit  Free 
Preu. 

Give  the  word,  to  (theatrical),  to 
prompt. 

Give  us  a  rub  of  your  thumb 
(tailors),  show  me  how  you  do  it. 

Giving  out  (theatrical),  announc- 
ing in  front  of  the  curtain  the 
performances  for  the  following 
evening — generally  done  by  the 
Juvenile  Man,  sometimes  the 
Manager,  and  very  often  by  the 
Walking  Gent,  if  he  is  young 
and  a  favourite  with  the  fair  sex. 

Giving  yon  a  hoist  (tailors),  doing 
you  a  bad  turn. 

Gladstone  (common),  used  to  de- 
note cheap  claret,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  Mr.  Gladstone 


reduced  the  duty  on  Frenok 
wines. 

Glasgow  magistrate,  a  salt  ha* 
ring.  When  George  IV.  visited 
Scotland  a  wag  placed  some 
salt  herrings  on  the  iron  guard 
of  the  carriage  belonging  to  a 
well-known  Glasgow  magistrate, 
who  made  one  of  a  deputation 
to  receive  his  Majesty  (Hotten). 

Glass  (thieves),  an  hour. 

Glass  work  (cardsharpers),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

*' What  on  earth  is  ^^OM  w«»ri(  f  ** 
"The  use  of  a  convex  mirror  about  the 
size  of  a  small  coin.  It  is  fastened  with 
shellac  to  the  lower  comer  of  the  left  palm, 
opposite  the  thumb,  and  reflects  the  cards 
as  dealt.  Gamblers  generally  made  them 
by  buying  those  little  silvered  glau  globes 
used  for  children's  Christmas  trees  and 
breaking  out  a  piece.  Sometimes  the 
mirrors  were  set  in  half-crowns  and  laid 
carelessly  on  the  table,  but  that  is  all  gone 
by  now,  and  to-day  a  man  must  be  able  to 
take  a  square  pack  of  cards  and  do  all  his 
work  without  apparatus." — Stmr. 

Glaze  (popular),  glass ;  '*  to  star 
the  glaz€t'*  to  break  a  window 
pane.      Glazt  for  glass  is  old 

gypsy. 

Glaziers  (thieves),  the  eyes. 
(Anglo-Norman),  glas,  bright  or 
blue,  allied  to  glass. 

Toure  out  with  your  gloMUrs,  I  swtar  by 

the  ruffin 
That  we  are  assaulted  by  a  queer  cuffin. 
-^Brome:  A  JavimlCrew. 
I.e.y  *'  Look  out  with  all  your  eyes,  I 
swear  by  the  devil  a  magistrate  is  coming." 

Glib  (popular),  tongue  ;  "slacken 
'youry/»6.'* 


Glib — Gloves, 
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Glib  gabbet  (nautical),   smooth 
and  ready  of  speech.    Vide  Gab. 

Glim  (popular  and  thieves),  an 
eye. 

Harold  escaped  with  the  loss  of  a  g^iim. 
— IngoUsby  Legends. 

A  light  or  candle. 

"  Don't  make  such  a  row,"  said  Sikes, 
bolting  the  door.  "  Show  tk  glint,  Toby." 
— Charles  Dickens:  Oliver  Twist, 

**  Douse  the  glim,'*  blow  the 
candle  out.  (Nautical),  glinu^ 
spectacles.  (Common),  the  yZiw, 
gonorrhea. 

Glimflashy  (popular),  angry. 

Don't  \it  glimflashy;  why,  you'd  cry  beef 
on  a  blater. — Lytton:  Pelhatn. 

Glim  lurk  (begging-letter  writers), 
a  begging  petition  giving  an 
account  of  a  fire  in  which  some 
relative  of  the  impostor  is  said 
to  have  perished  or  been  injured. 
A  common  dodge,  by  which 
the  writer  of  this  was  once 
"taken  in." 

Glimmering  morte  (old  cant),  a 
woman  who  solicited  alms  under 
the  pretence  that  she  had  lost 
all  her  property  by  fire. 

Globe  rangers  (nautical),  a  sobri- 
quet for  the  Royal  Marines. 

Globes  (American),  a  woman's 
breasts. 

Globe-trotters  (common),  travel- 
lers who  have  gone  round  the 
world. 


These  coachmen  are  such  privileged 
beings  that  they  play  practical  jokes  on 
even  high  and  distinguished  ^i^!0&r-/yv//rrr. 
Ben  HalUday's  upon  Horace  Greeley,  the 
eccentric  editor  of  the  New  York  Trdmne 
and  once  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  Stales,  has  gone  the  rounds  of 
the  English  world's  press.—//.  L.  Wil- 
Hams:  /h  the  Wild  West. 

Glope,  to  (Winchester  College), 
to  spit. 

Glorious  (popular),  intoxicated. 

Glory-Hole  (popular),  the  hall  for 
worshipmsed  by  members  of  the 
Salvation  Army.  So  called  ori- 
ginally from  a  cellar  or  under- 
ground place  of  meeting  in 
Brighton. 

These  hoary-headed  buflers. 
And  devil-dodging  duffers, 
At  the  Glory //oU  in  Teddy  Street  they 
rave. 
Young  women  and  young  girb 
They  denude — of  all  their  curls, 
When  they  get  them  in  their  den  or 
rather  cave. 
—Broadsid4 :  The  Brighton  Glory- 
HoU. 

Gloves  (racing),  *' going  for  the 
gUvtt^'  betting  with  utter  dis- 
regard to  means  of  payment. 
The  maxim  laid  down  by  Mon- 
trose that — 

*'  He  either  fears  his  fate  too  much. 
Or  his  deserts  are  small, 
Who  fears  to  put  it  to  the  touch, 
To  win  or  lose  it  all," 

may  embody  a  sound  policy  in 
love  affairs,  but  is  not  to  be 
commended  to  the  turf  specu- 
lator. 

When  the  piquets  were  up  it  was  a  man's 
own  fault  if  he  was  welshed.  Among  the 
esublished  men  who  bet  at  the  lists  there 
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^ai  seldom  a  welsher,  or  any  oiSMgvmgftr 
iktglovtt^  and  this  was  the  great  thbg  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  the  lists  that  are  now 
gone  for  vvtx.Sportini  Timts, 

Glove  trick  (American  thieves), 
a  variety  of  what  is  known  in 
Paris  as  the  "vol  k  TAm^- 
caine,"  or  the  taking  in  a  dis- 
honest person  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  the  "  victim  "  think 
he  is  cheating  the  one  who  is 
the  master-thief. 

"  The  success  of  this  game  is 
dependent   on  the  latent  dis- 
honesty of  the  victims.     The 
properties  consist  of  a  hand- 
some kid  glove  and  a  cheap  ring 
with  a  stone  in  it.    The  ring  is 
stuck  in  a  finger  of  the  glove  so  as 
to  be  most  conspicuous,  and  the 
two  are  dropped  at  the  feet  of  a 
woman  as  she  is  walking  in  the 
street.     *I  beg  your  pardon/ 
the  "crook"  exclaims,  *  you've 
dropped    your    glove  I  *      The 
woman  would  look  at  it,  per- 
ceive that  there  was  a  ring  in 
it,  and  if  she  were  dishonest 
would  claim  it.    Then  the  crook 
would  demur.  *  Maybe  the  glove 
did  not  belong  to  the  lady — 
and  now  he  noticed  it,  there 
was  a  ring  in  it  I '    The  woman, 
five  times  out  of  ten — for  the 
thief  reads  faces  easily — would 
say,  'I'm  sure  it's  mine — but 
here  is  something  for  yourself,' 
and  would  give  him  five  dollars 
for  what  she  believed  was  a 
valuable  soUtaire  "  {Philaddphia 
Press), 

Glow  (tailors),  ashamed ;  derived 
doubtless  from  the  warm ' '  tint " 


the   face  assomes  under 
banassing  droomstanoee. 


Glue-pot  (old  cant),  a  olergj- 
man,  because  he  joined  men  and 
women  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, glued  or  cemented  them 
together. 

Glnmpiah  (popular),  snlky. 

Glutton  (pugilistic),  a  hard  fighter, 
one  who  never  seems  to  have 
had  enough  fighting. 

Go  (general),  impetus,  eneigy, 
spirit,  vigour,  strength  of  pur- 
pose, a  proceeding.  This  ori- 
grinally  slang  word  has  estab- 
lished itself  in  the  language  by 
dint  of  general  usefulness  and 
expressiveness.  Its  vulgar  off- 
shoot "  go  it "  is  not  likely  to  be 
equally  successful. 

Still,  when  we  get  to  Victoria,  thoagh 
the  air  of  intense  energy  and  /v  has 
vanished,  there  is  something  that  appeals 
more  strongly  to  the  English  mind.— 
PMiUipps-lVolUy :  Trottings  efa  Tendif 
foot. 

The  strange  costumes,  the  bold  ridiog, 
the  actors  so  pictumque,  the/9  and  actioo 
so  vigorous,  all  combine  to  make  the  bril* 
liant  show  one  of  the  most  exciting  that 
Londoners  have  ever  seen.  —  BaUty't 
Monthly  Magazine, 

"  A  rum  ^0,"  a  strange  affair; 
"  a  great  ^o,"  a  remarkable  or 
important  affair;  "all  the  90," 
much  in  vogue;  "no  ^o,"  im- 
possible ;  "  a  pretty  po,"  a 
trouble,  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, scrape. 

(Turf),  an  owner  or  jockey  are 
equally  said  to  be  having  or  not 
having  a  ^,  according  to  their 
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supposed  intentions  with  regard 
to  a  race.  The  horse,  though 
implicated  in  the  transaction 
onlj  as  a  more'or  less  passive  in- 
stmment,  is  also  thus  spoken  of. 
(Popnlar),  a  ^o,  a  drink ;  termed 
formerly  a  ^o-down. 

So  they  went  on  talking  politics,  puffing 
cigars,  and  sipping  whisky  and  water,  until 
the/v(r«,  roost  appropriately  so  called,  were 
both  gone. — Sketches  by  Boz. 

(Thieves),  "to  go  the  jump," 
to  enter  a  house  by  the  window. 

Go  abroad,  to  (popular  and 
thieves),  formerly  signified  to 
be  transported. 

The  Artful  Dodger  going  abroad  for  a 
coromon  twopenny*halfpenny  sneeze-box  I 
—CkarUs  Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 

Goads  (American),  Peter  Funks 
(which  see).  "Coppers"  in 
gambling  houses. 

Go  along  (popular  and  thieves), 
a  fool,  also  "  go  alonger.'" 

Go  and  bust  yourself  (roughs), 
equivalent  to  "  you  be  blowed ; " 
also  "  go  and  eat  coke." 

"  Go   and  bnst  yerself—%o   and    eat 
coke  I" 

A  hero  has  spoken.  .  .  . 

— Sorting  Times. 

Go  and  hire  a  hall  (American), 
a  common  expression  which  is 
very  characteristic  of  a  people 
as  familiar  with  lectures  and 
public  discussions  as  the  Ame- 
ricans. It  is  addressed  to  a  bore 
who  talks  a  long  time,  or  always 
on  some  special  subject.  Such 
people  who  insist  on  delivering 


impromptu  lectures  are  told  to 
go  and  hire  a  halL 

If  you're  always  dropping  chestnuts, 

Like  the  forest  in  the  Fall, 
Even  though  they  are  the  best  nuts. 
You  had  better  Aire  a  kail  I 
Oh,  go  and  kire  a  kail  I 
It  would  please  us  one  and  all. 
You  can  splatter  at  your  leisure. 

If  you  go  and  kire  a  kail! 
— C.  Lelnnd  Harrison :  MS.  Collec- 
tion of  Americanisnu — Negro 
Minstrel  Ballad. 

Go-ashores  (nautical),  a  seaman's 
best  dress. 

Go  as  you  please  (athletes),  a 
race  in  which  the  competitors 
may  run,  walk,  or  rest  as  they 
like.  Usually  applied  to  the 
barbarous  six  days*  **  wobbles." 

Goatee  (American),  the  peculiar 
kind  of  tuft  of  hair  on  the  chin 
worn  by  Americans  and  Irish 
Yankees.  So  called  from  its 
similarity  to  a  goat's  beard.  In 
French  slang  6auc,  i.e.,  he-goat. 

Goater  (American),  dress. 

Gob  (popular),  a  provincialism, 
but  chiefly  used  by  slangy  per- 
sons, the  mouth ;  a  **  spaiik  on 
the  ^06,"  a  blow  on  the  mouth. 
Saliva  or  mucus.  Qah  is  often 
used  for  "gab"  in  the  phrase, 
"gift  of  the  flFo6."  From  the 
Gaelic  gc^,  mouth. 

Go  back  upon,  to  (American),  a 
very  curious  phrase,  equivalent 
to  betray  in  an  unexpected  man- 
ner, but  which  has  a  certain  re- 
finement of  application  which  is 
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difflonlt  to  desoribe.  In  mott 
oases  it  intimates  that  the  be- 
trayer has  been  a  trusted  friend, 
and  that  ingratitude  forms  a 
part  of  the  description.  In  the 
"Breitmann  Ballads"  we  are 
told  of  a  candidate  who  had  lost 
the  entire  vote  of  a  small  town 
in  which  he  confided, 

"  Twas  long  ere  he  tid  know 
Vot  make  dis  rural  filUge 
Ga/acJk  oo^on  him  so." 

Gobble  (American),  to  ^o5&2«  up 
or  devour  is  a  well-known  Bug- 
lish  word.  In  the  United  States 
gobbling  is  often  specially  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  sxnaller  or 
rival  railroads,  insurance  com- 
panies, &c.,  by  wealthier  or 
shrewder  rivals.  Thus  when  the 
Penusylvania  Railroad  Company 
failed  in  its  effort  to  purchase 
the  Northern,  Central,  and  other 
roads,  it  was  announced  by  the 
newspapers  that  *'  It  can't  gobble 
its  competitor.'* 

(Yale  University),  to  seize,  to 
lay  hold  of,  to  collar.  At  Cam- 
bridge, however,  "  to  gobUe 
Greek,"  means  to  speak  or  study 
that  language.  *' You  may  have 
seen  him  traversing  the  grass- 
plots  *gMling  Greek*  to  him- 
self." 


Gobbler  (popular),  a  turkey-cock. 
In  Scottish  slang  the  bird  is 
called  a  **  bubbly-jock."  Har- 
man,  in  his  *'  Caveat,"  gives  ^06- 
bler,  a  duck. 

Gob-Stick  (nautical),  a  horn  or 
wooden  spoon.     Vide  Gob. 


Go  bj  Walker's  boa,  to  (com- 
mon), to  go  on  foot. 

God  (common).  The  gallery  peo- 
ple, who  sit  enthroned  in  high 
Olympus,  are  called  gods, 

"  The  BriL,**  where  specuOitMs  we  every 

Christinas  see, 
Turns  out  a  feast  of  kxral  fan,  entitled, 

ATdjif  Tricker; 
And  Mrs.  Lane  can  cater  well  for  pittite^ 

box,  oxgodt 
A  Lane  without  a  turning  in  the  path 

she's  always  trod. 

— Ftat, 

Invariably  the  most  sympa- 
thetic and  enthusiastic,  and  not 
infrequently  the  most  intelli- 
gent portion  of  the  audience. 
Formerly,  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant country  theatres,  the 
verdict  of  the  gallery  on  the 
first  night  decided  the  success 
or  failure  of  the  season.  *'  Up 
amoDgst  the  god»"  the  upper 
gallery,  termed  by  the  French 
paradit,  or  poulailUr, 

(Printers),  the  nine  quadrats 
•  used  in  '*  jeffing  "  were  thus 
called.  Perhaps  from  the  fact 
that  the  player  would  be  invok- 
ing the  god  of  fortune,  &c.,  in 
his  behalf. 

(Eton),  one  of  the  sixth  form. 

A  ^m/  at  Eton  is  probably  in  a  more 
exalted  position,  and  receives  more  revcr< 
ence  than  will  ever  afterwards  fall  to  his 
lot.  — Pascot :  Extrytlay  Li/g  /«  (wr  Pu^ 
lie  Schools. 

God  bless  the  Duke  of  Argyle 

(popular),  much  used  by  tailors. 
This  expression  is  often  used  by 
a  man  when  he  rubs  his  back 
against  a  post  or  projection, 
for  the  purpose  of  allaying  the 
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itching  sensation  in  the  small 
of  bis  back,  where  his  fingers 
cannot  reach.  It  is  said  that 
one  of  the  Dukes  of  Argyle 
caused  posts  to  be  erected  in 
certain  parts  of  his  domain,  so 
that  aU  persons  troubled  with 
an  itching  back  might  relieve 
their  sufferings.  This  must  be 
taken  cum  grano  talis. 

Goddess  (Anglo-  or  Malaj-Indian), 
an  absurd  corruption  which  used 
to  be  applied  by  our  country- 
men in  the  old  settlements  in 
the  Malay  countries  to  the  young 
women  of  the  land.  It  is  the 
Malay  godiSf  a  virgin. 

And  then  how  strange,  at  night  opprest 
By  toils,  with  songs  you're  lulled  to  rest, 
Of  rural  goddesses  the  guest. 
Delightful ! 
— W.  Marsden:  Mem. 

(Common),  a  female  sitting 
in  the  gallery  of  a  theatre. 

Each  one-shilling  god  within  reach  of  a 

nod  is. 
And  plain  are  the  charms  of  each  gallery 

godiUis. 

— Rejected  Addresses. 

Godfathers  (American),  jurymen. 
The  author  of  the  New  York 
Slang  Dictionary  explains  this 
by  saying  that  they  name  the 
degrees  of  crime. 

Gods  (tailors),  block  patterns,  or 
patterns  stored  and  prized  by 
those  unable  to  produce  patterns 
themselves. 

Gods  of  cloth  (tailors),  classical 
tailors. 


Go-easter  (American),  cow-boy 
slang.  A  go,  a  valise,  so  called 
because  the  cow-boy  seldom 
owns  such  an  object  till  he  buys 
one  to  go  to  a  city,  which  is 
generally  eastwards  (C.  Leland 
Harrison). 

Goffy  Mrs.  (American  Universi- 
ties), a  cant  phrase  to  denote 
any  woman. 

Go  for  the  gloves.   Fu^c  Gloves. 

Goings-on  (common),  proceed- 
ings. 

Thu  goings-OH  of  hundreds  of  years  since 
are  so  frequently  represented  before  our 
latter-day  eyes,  that  in  all  probability  the 
present  generation  knows  more  about  its 
remote  ancestors  than  the  worthies  did 
themselves. — Modem  Society. 

Going  to  pieces  (sporting),  de- 
moralised, tired  out. 

Going  to  pot  (popular),  to  go 
to  ruin.  Old  metal-work,  &c., 
when  too  old  for  use,  is  sent  to 
pot,  i.e.,  melted  down  for  other 
uses.  This  is  probably  the  ori- 
gin of  the  phrase. 

Go  into  the  kitchen,  to  (popular), 
to  drink  one's  tea  out  of  the 
saucer;  an  allusion  to  the  vulgar 
method  of  drinking  very  com- 
mon amongst  servants. 

Go  it  (popular),  once  perfectly 
good  English,  but  now  a  slang 
mode  of  expression  used  as  a 
term  of  encouragement,  as  for 
example  in  Artemus  Ward's 
"Go   it,  my   gay   and   festive 
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01188 ; "  or,  '*  (7o  t<,  you  cripplea, 
Newgate's  on  fire." 

I  met  the  other  day  our  matoal  friend— 
aw — Henry  Inring, 
Linked  ann-in*arm  with  Tennyaoa  the 
poet; 
And  Randy  walked  behind,  hb  grand  mous- 
tache with  pleasure  curving ; 
Kihrain  was  urging  all  of  them  to  jv  it. 

—Topical  Times. 

To  go  U^  to  act  with  energy, 
spirit,  fearlessly.  In  the  quota- 
tion it  is  used  in  a  disparaging 
sense. 

The  second  offender,  who  has  been /vfjusf 
ii  with  him,  being  a  much  smaller  youth, 
is  much  more  scared. — The  Graphic. 

Go  it  blind  (common),  a  phrase 
meaning  to  act  without  due 
thought  or  deliberation.  Ed- 
wards says :  "  It  is  derived  from 
the  game  of  poker,  where  a 
player  may,  if  he  chooses,  go 
ii  Uindt  by  doubling  the  '  ante ' 
before  looking  at  his  cards,  and 
if  the  other  players  refuse  to 
see  his  'blind'  he  wins  the 
*  ante.* " 

Go  it,  boots !  go  it,  rags!  I'll  hold 
your  bonnet  1  glang!  (Ameri- 
can), cries  of  encouragement  to 
a  man  on  foot  or  on  horseback, 
*'  doing  time."  In  England 
there  is  also  the  well-known 
**  Go  it,  ye  cripples,  wooden  legs 
are  cheap  I " 

Goldbacked  'uns  (popular),  body 
lice. 

Gold  bng  (American)  a  million- 
aire. 

To  her  enduring  honour  be  it  said,  the 
only  country  where  /vtf  ^agt  have  not 


been  permitted  to  dictate  socfa  legiAifinn 
that  their  talent  in  the  napkin  may  be 
hoconed  in  the  sight  of  all  men  op  to  the 
value  of  two  talents,  is  the  great  Republic 
•cross  the  Adundc—Pa/I  Mall  GaagtU. 

Goldfinches  (popular),  soTereigiis. 

Two  canaries  equal  one  ielif/!mcA — who 
so  possesseth  needeth  never  to  pine  for 
lack  of  notes. — Puach, 

Gold-finder  (old),  a  cleaner  of 
privies  or  jakes,  a  night-man. 

A  gold-fimder  xa  jakes  farmer.— £/fyv< 
harts  TratuiatipH  ff  Rabelais, 

Golgfotha  (Cambridge  University}, 
literally  the  place  of  a  skull, 
"but,"  says  the  fFeslmtnjfor  JZe- 
viet0,  "  a  particular  part  of  the 
University  Church  is  appropri- 
ated to  the  "heads"  of  the 
houses,  and  is  called  golgnAa 
therefrom,  a  name  which  the 
appearance  of  its  occupcmts 
renders  peculiarly  fitting,  inde- 
pendent of  the  pun."  It  also 
signifies  a  hat. 

Goll  (games),  the  hand ;  dezired 
from  the  Keltic.  Hence  golft 
hand-ball. 

Gollop,  to  (common),  to  swallow 
greedily ;  a  corruption  of  ''gulp.*' 

Golly,  bj  gfoUy  (American),  a 
common  interjection.  It  is  veiy 
doubtful  whether  it  is  used 
euphemistically  for  God.  Nor 
is  it  strictly  true,  as  fiartlett 
si^s,  that  it  is  chiefly  to  be 
heard  among  neg:roes,  since  it 
is  quite  as  common  among  boys 
in  New  England  or  in  the  West. 


G.  O.M. — Goner. 
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Formerly  used  in  the  form  '*  by 
goly  "  in  England. 

Why  then,  hy  goly,  I  will  tell  you !  I 
hate  you,  and  I  can't  abide  you. — Fielding : 
Am  Old  Man  taught  Wisdffm,  ' 

G.O.M.  (general),  f.e.,  grand  old 
man,  a  nickname  of  Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone.  It  was  first  used 
by  Mr.  Bradlaugh  in  a  speech 
at  Northampton.  Since  then  it 
has  become  exceedingly  popu- 
lar, being  used  derisively  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's 
political  opponents,  and  respect- 
fully, though  familiarly,  by  those 
who  look  upon  him  as  a  leader. 
It  is  now  used  facetiously  in 
reference  to  any  one. 

Each  guest  has  p'raps  already  guessed 

the  gentleman  I  mean, 
For  all  these  qualities  unite  in  but  one 

man,  I  ween : 
I  sing  that  real  G.O.M.—^^  chairman 

of  our  green — 
Who  here  this  evening  may  be  seen  pre^ 

>iding  o'er  this  scene. 

— St.  Helens  Lantern. 


fi 


Gomers  (Winchester  College),  an 
abbreviation  of  "go  homers," 
the  clothes  college  *'  men  "  wear 
when  going  home  instead  •  of 
gowns.  In  the  old  days  ^*  go- 
mer*  and  hats  "  was  a  "  peal " 
similar  to  "boots  and  leathers." 
Oomer  means  also  a  pewter  dish. 

Gone  (American),  but  also  used 
in  England  to  signify  loss,  ruin, 
or  total  injury.  "  Oone  up  *'  and 
"gone  down  "  are  in  this  mean- 
ing synonymous.  One  may  also 
bear  that  it  or  he  is  a  **gone 


It 


It 


>i 
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case,"  a  "gone  goose,"  a  "gone 
coon,"  "gone bird," or "& goner" 


*'  It  is  all  gone'daj  with  him 
is  also  a  common  idiom,  mean- 
ing that  his  day  or  time  is 
lost  or  over.  A  "goner*'  also 
naturally  refers  to  anything  or 
anybody  who  has  escaped  or 
died. 

I  knew,  in  the  language  of  the  States, 
that  I  was  &  gone  coon. — Moonshine. 

Gone  for  (theatrical),  criticised, 
run  down.  Borrowed  from  the 
Americans. 

The  "Circassian,"  at  the  Criterion,  is 
drawing  better  houses  than  might  harw 
been  expected,  seeing  how  the  piece  was 
gone  for  by  the  body  critical.  And  in 
spite  of  its  ultra-extravagance  and  strained 
fan,  it  makes  the  people  laugh. — Bird  o' 
Freedom. 

Gone  off  one's  chump  (popular), 
crazy. 

I'm  frantic — still  I  wander  about, 
I  am  xMeexXj  gone  off  my  ckum^^ 

My  wife,  my  wife,  my  cruel  wife. 
For  me  don't  care  a  dump. 

-^ong. 

Gone  on  (society),  in  love.  Also 
"  sweet  on,"  "  mashed  on." 

The  swells  who  go  there  for  their  lunch 

every  day. 
Are  gone  on  the  duchess — at  least  so  they 

say, 
But  I  fancy  they'd  be  in  a  very  bad  way. 
If  they  knew  for  my  dinner  I've  nothing 

to-day. 

Song. 

Goner  (popular),  a  dying  person. 

They  had  some  conversation,  which  re- 
suited  in  their  going  to  the  Tlirp^  Arrows 
public-house,  where  he  drugged  him.  "  I 
gave  him  more  than  I  intended,  and  when 
I  saw  he  was  a  goner,  I  put  him  in  the 
cab  and  got  away."— i>ai(r  Telegre^h, 

2  D 
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Gone — Good, 


Also  a  bankrupt  person,  or      Go  nut  (American  Uniyersity). 
any  one  who  has  *'  gone  wrong.'*         Vide  GoifBT. 


Gone  to  grass,  dead.    See  Go  to 

GRABS. 

Gone  np  (American),  lost,  mined, 
bankrupt. 

Goney   (American),   a   stupid, 
foolish  fellow, 

"  How  the  g»niy  swallowed  it  all,  didn't 
he,"  said  Mr.  Slick  with  great  glee. — Hmn 
Slick  in  Englattd, 

Gonoph  or  gonnof  (popular),  a 
young  fool  or  lout. 

I  am  obliged  to  take  him  into  custody ; 
he's  su  obstinate  a  yoang  gon^k  as  I 
know,  he  won't  move  ovk,—Did^ns :  Biemk 
House. 

**  Produce  the  infant,"  he  gasped. 

"Tlys  is  it,"  said  Spooner,  the  proud 
father. 

"And  s'posing  I  die  first,  d'you  think 
I'm  going  to  get  damned  for  the  sins  of 
an  ugly  red-faced  gonoph  lik»  that." — 
Sporting  Times. 

(Thieves),  a  thief.  Hotten 
says  an  expert  thief,  a  master 
of  his  craft.  The  word  is  very 
old. 

Understand,  if  you  please,  I'm  a  travel- 
ling thief, 
The  gonophs  all  call  me  the  Gipsy ; 
By  the  rattler  I  ride  when  I've  taken  my 
brief, 
And  I  sling  on  my  back  an  old  kipsy. 

—The  Referee. 

**  To  gonoph,'*  to  wheedle  out 
of,  to  cheat.  From  the  Hebrew 
ganef. 

Veil,  it  appears  that  first  all  he  vhent 
to  Cape  Colony,  vhere  de  di'mond  fields 
is.  He  invested  all  vhat  he'd  gonophed 
from  his  poor  old  father  in  di'mond  shares 
—every  blessed  shtever.— v^/^^Ymif  Timet. 


Good  (printers),  an  abbreviation 
of  good-night. 

Good-bye,  John  1  (American), 
equivalent  to  all  is  gone,  lost, 
or  over. 

Goodfellow  (old),  a  reveller. 

This  they   said,  because    it  was  well 
known  that  Sir  Roger  had  been  a  good' 
feUovo  in  hit  youth. — Asckmm  :  School' 
meuter. 

It  meant  also  a  thief. 

Good  job  too,  and  a  (popular),  an 
emphatic  expression  of  approba- 
tion. A  favourite  afl&nnative. 
"  And  good  business  *'  is  used  in 
the  same  sense. 

The  waves  began  to  roar  and  the  winds 

began  to  blow, 
The  boiler  started  leaking  and  the  engine 

wouldn't  go, 
l*he  people  felt  afraid  while  the  captain 

and  the  crew 
Refused  to  bring  'em  ovtrmMelmgoodJeh 
loo, 

— /.  sparks:  A  Good  Job  Too. 

Good  line  (tailors),  cheap  or  sale- 
able articles. 


Goods  (sporting),  men  or  horses. 
Termed  ''good^ooct* 
goodi"  according  to  quality. 


"  or  "bwl 


Good  sort  (popular),  used  in  ap- 
probation of  any  one. 

And    then  the  Prince  of  Wales  was 
charged  with  being  a  rtalgoodsortt 


Good — Goose. 
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And    every  one   yelled   out,    "Hear! 
hear!**  till  the  roof  went  off  the 
court.' 
^Frtmcis  and  Day  ;  Six  Months 
Hard, 

Good  thing  (racing),  a  presumed 
certainty  in  racing.  When  a 
horse  on  his  merits  publicly 
shown  or  privately  ascertained 
is  supposed  to  be  sure  of  winning 
a  race,  such  event  is  said  to  be 
a  good  thing  for  him.  The  ima- 
gining of  the  people  more  often 
turns  out  to  be  a  vain  than  a 
good  thing. 

Good  woolled  (American),  gifted 
with  unflinching  courage.  Of 
late  years  it  has  become  the 
fashion  with  the  Western  Ame- 
rican editors  to  speak  of  their 
part  of  the  country  as  "  the  wild 
and  woolly  West." 

Go  off  on  the  ear,  to  (American), 
to  be  suddenly  irritated,  to  fly 
off  in  a  tantrum. 

"  What  made  Susie  go  off  on  her  ear 
yesterday,  Mildred?"  asked  Amy. 

"Amy,"  replied  the  High  school  girl, 
"  please  do  not  say  '  go  off  on  her  ear.'  but 
'retire  on  her  auricular  appendage.'" — 
American  Newipaptr. 

Go  off  the  hook,  to  (familiar),  to 
die. 

Goose  (tailors),  a  name  associated 
from  time  immemorial  with  the 
large  iron  used  by  tailors  for 
pressing. 

Gooseberry  (common),  a  canard, 
era  hoax. 


Gooseberry,  doing  or  picking 
(popular),  to  act  as  chaperone 
or  escort  to  young  couples  on 
occasions  when  otherwise  their 
being  together  would  not  be 
quite  the  thing.  The  chape- 
rone is  supposed  to  pick  your 
berries. 

Gooseberry-inckers  (common), 
sharp  children,  who  are  osten- 
sibly placed  in  charge  of  their 
elder  sisters  when  the  latter  go 
out  shopping,  but  who  are  in 
reality  a  check  on  any  chance 
of  flirtation  (Hotten). 

Goosegog  (common),  a  goose- 
berry. In  some  dictionaries  this 
is  erroneously  claimed  as  a  mere 
provincialism. 

Gooser  (popular),  a  finishing  blow, 
one  that  ** cooks  his  goose." 

Goose,  the  (theatrical),  hissing. 
It  is  said  that  the  hissing  of 
a  goou  once  saved  the  Capitol, 
but,  as  the  late  Mr.  Planchd 
wisely  and  wittily  observed, 
"  that  was  a  capital  goose.'* 
This,  however,  is  the  only  useful 
sibillation  on  record,  and  it  is 
apocryphal.  In  our  time  we 
have  authentic  evidence  of  a 
single  instance  of  hissing  lead- 
ing to  a  result  of  a  very  different 
character.  Macready  was  acting 
Hamlet  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
Edinburgh.  Forest,  the  Ame- 
rican tragedian,  arose  from  his 
place  in  the  boxes  and  hissed 
his  great  rival.  Subsequently, 
during  Macready's  farewell  en- 
gagement in  America  in  1849, 
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Goose. 


this  deplorable  incident  led  to 
riots  in  New  York,  the  calling 
oat  of  the  military,  bloodshed, 
loss  of  life,  and  Macreadj's  pre- 
cipitate flight  to  England  in 
disg^se.  Hissing  is  now  abo- 
lished in  the  States.  If  an 
American  audience  dislikes  a 
play,  the  auditors  quietly  get 
up  and  walk  out.  The  odious 
custom  still  prevails  in  this 
country,  and  flourishes  in  full 
force  on  first  nights,  when  our 
audiences  devote  themselves 
with  ardour  to  the  sprightly 
pastime  of  author-baiting. 

There  is  a  comic  side  to  every 
tragedy.  Here  is  an  illustration 
of  the  comedy  of  hissing.  A 
famous  low  comedian,  '*  a  fellow 
of  infinite  jest,"  recently  de- 
ceased, while  acting  the  First 
Witch  in  Maebetk,  found  himself 
in  Bacchi  pUntit,  and  forgetful 
of  his  part.  In  the  incantation 
scene,  when  he  had  spoken  the 
two  first  lines — 

"  Round  about  the  cauldron  go, 
In  the  poisoned  entrails  throw," 

his  memory  failed  him.  After 
an  agonising  pause,  he  re- 
sumed— 

"  What  comes  next,  I  cannot  guess, 
So  mix  the  lot  up  in  a  mess." 

The  audience  were  furious  at 
this  ribald  tampering  with  the 
text,  and  down  came  the  goose 
most  lustily. 

'*'Thb  sound  of  fear, 
Unpleasing  to  the  actor's  ear," 

sobered  the  comedian  instantly. 
Palling  himself  together  and 


looking  up  at  the  gmlleory  with 
sly  wink,  he  prooeeded — 

*'  Funky  actor,  lost  die  worI, 
trMUsf  from  gaUery,  swfnl  btni. 
Twist  his  neck  off  like  a  shot. 
And  boil  Asm  IB  the 


The  audacity  of  this  quick- 
witted response  so  tickled  the 
"gods,**  that  they  not  only 
condoned  the  erring  comedian*s 
backslidings,  but  gave  him  a 
hearty  round' of  applause  into 
the  bargain. 

(Printers),  goo9e,  a  curtailment 
of  the  word  '*  waysgooee,'*  which 
see.  (Old  cant),  a  particalar 
symptom  in  the  Imu  vmena 
(Wright). 

He  had  beake  some  private  dealingt 
with  her  and  then  got  ajwaMi.— tfVfaHrr.* 
Curtfvr  m  CuckaUL 

Goose^  to  (popular),  togoomK  man 
in  the  sense  to  make  a  fool  of 
him,  humbug  or  deceive  him, 
may  naturally  enough  be  derived 
from  making  a  goote  of  him. 
But  it  is  worth  noting  that  in 
Dutch  slang  there  is  a  word, 
genaeheeiderf  or  geese-shearers 
(Teirlinck  explains  that  to  shear 
here  means  to  swindle),  which 
refers  to  a  kind  of  impostors 
who  go  about  tha  country  pre- 
tending to  be  respectable  broken- 
down  tradesmen. 

(American),  to  enlarge  or 
repair  boots,  by  a  process  gene- 
rally known  as  footing,  ijk,  by 
putting  in  or  adding  pieces  ol 
leather.  As  it  is  a  New  York 
word,  it  is  prob^y  a  tnnslation 
from  the  Dntoh  gant^  a  goose. 


Goose — Gospel, 
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which  is  ahnost  identical  with 
goMU,  whole,  entire.  The  pro- 
Tincial  ganUen^  to  make  whole, 
would  thus  become  ganten,  to 
goose.  Bartlett  ingeniously  sug- 
gests that  to  goose  is  derived 
for  distinction's  sake  from  '*to 
fox." 

(Common),  to  goose,  to  hiss, 
to  "give  the  big  bird." 

The  defendant,  one  Dallas,  hired  several 
penons  ta  goost  Mi^  Brewster's  perfor- 
mance. Unfortunately  for  Mr.  Dallas, 
his  opposition  "  made  a  fool  of  it,"  and 
"hissed  before  the  blind  was  up."  Conse- 
quently  Mr.  Dallas  has  had  to  pay  £tyi 
damages.— 6^/(0^. 

Goose  without  gravy  (nautical), 
a  severe  starting,  so  called  be- 
cause no  blood  follows  its  in- 
fliction. 

Go  over,  to  (clerical),  to  join  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

Goree  (American),  gold  dust,  gold. 

Gorger  (popular),  a  gentleman,  a 
well-dressed  man.  A  gorger  or 
^orgrio— the  two  are  often  con- 
founded— is  the  common  gypsy 
word  for  one  who  is  not  a 
gypsy,  and  very  often  means 
with  them  a  rye,  a  gentleman. 
Actors  sometimes  call  a  manager 
a  evUy-gorger  (The  English 
Gypsies  and  their  Language). 

(Theatrical),  the  manager  of 
a  theatre. 

Gorgonzola  Hall  (Stock  Ex- 
change), the  nickname  for  the 
Stock  Exchange,  on  account  of 
the  marble  walls. 


Gorm,  garm.  Bartlett  gives  this 
as  gavmy  to  smear  over.  It  is 
English,  but  probably  more  fre- 
quently heard  at  present  in  tl)e 
United  States. 

I  remember  that  once  when  I  was  a  boy 
the  coloured  footman  of  a  friend  came  to 
the  "missis"  with  the  complaint  that  the 
young  gentlemen  had  "  gormandised  "  all 
over  the  front  door.     He  meant  gormed. 

\  G.  Leland. 


Gorm,  to  (American  university), 
to  eat  voraciously. 

Goriny  ruddles  (popular),  the 
intestines. 

Gorryl  by  Gorryl  (American),  a 
common  interjection  or  doubt- 
ful oath. 

Goschens  (Stock  Exchange),  the 
newly  created  £2^  per  cent, 
(xovemment  Stock. 

A  hideous  panic  seized  the  Stock  Ex* 
change.  Goschens  went  down  to  60  at  a 
single  leap. — PtmcA. 

This  stock  was  so  named  after 
Mr.  Ooschen,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  created  the 
Stock  in  AprU  1888. 

Gospel  g^rinder  (popular),  a  city 
missionary  or  Scripture  reader. 

Gospel  shark  (Canadian) ,  a  parson. 

Gospel  shop  (popular),  a  Metho- 
dist chapel  (O.  Davis). 

As  soon  as  I  had  procured  a  -lodging 
and  work,  my  next  inquiry  was  for  Mr. 
Wesley's  g9^l  sk^s.—Li/t  t(f  J.  Lack' 
ington. 
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Goss — Go  to. 


Goss  (popular),  a  hat.  From  ^ot- 
»amer,  (American),  to  "give 
one  goUt*  to  injure  or  kill. 

Got  *em  all  on  (popular),  dressed 
to  the  height  of  fashion. 

Gotham,  Gothamites  (popular). 
The  term  OtAham  is  satirically 
applied  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  its  inhabitants  are  called 
GothamiUs,  just  as  Londoners 
are  called  *'  Cockneys,"  First 
so  called  by  lT\'ing,  about  1805. 

1  intend  to  present  you  with  some  phases 
of  life  and  manners — such  things  as  woald 
strike  or  interest  a  stranger  in  our  beloved 
Gotham^  and  in  the  places  to  which 
regular  Gotkamitet—Amcncan  Cockneys, 
so  to  speak — are  wont  to  repair. — Frtutr't 
Magaziiu :  Sketches  t^A  merican  Saditjf. 

Got  him  down  close  and  fine 

(American).  This  means  that 
everything  is  known  about  a 
man.  In  pugilistic  parlance  a 
settling  blow. 

Got  his  g^el  (popular),  dead  or 
dying. 

Your  yokel  friend,  Mr.  Softhead — I 
know  you  all,  you  see — \vt%got  his  gruei^ 
I  rather  fancy. — /.  Greenwood:  Dick 
Trmple. 

Got  his  \t%  (tailors),  obtained  his 
confidence. 

Got  the  ball  (tailors),  ha\'ing  the 
advantage. 

Go  the  gamble,  to  (sporting),  to 
make  a  bet  on  some  match  or 
race. 

Go  the  whole  hog,  to.  Yiit 
Hoo. 


Go  the  whole  pile  (gamesters), 
an  Americanism  natnndiied  in 
England,  to  put  all  one's  money 
on  a  solitary  chanoe. 

Go  thnnigfa  ooe,  to  (thieTes),  to 
plunder  a  helpless  man  of  all 
valuables  upon  him;  to  strip 
him  of  all  he  possesses. 

Go  to  Bath  and  get  jronr  head 
shaved.  This  phrase  denotes 
mental  disorder,  and  as  the 
waters  of  Bath  were  formeilv 
in  gfood  repute  for  the  oure  of 
mental  derangements,  the  saying 
implied  that  the  person  so  ad- 
dressed was  silly  or  idiotic,  and 
should  pra  hvM  publico  do  some- 
thing to  get  cured. 

Go  to  college,  to  (old  slang),  to 
go  to  prison. 

Go  to  grass  (American),  equi- 
valent to  saying  **  rubbish," 
"dear  out,"  "shut  up;"  an 
expression  of  incredulity,  or  a 
hint  to  be  silent  or  to  depart. 
Said  in  New  England  to  have 
been  first  addressed  to  Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 


Go  to  HaliDaz  (American,  but  of 
English  origin).  It  is  a  saying 
among  sailors — 

*'From  heU.  Hall,  and  Halifax, 
Good  Lord  deliver  us." 

A  Tennessee  manufacturer  told  the  pre- 
sident of  a  railroad  tofo  to  Hmiifiuc,  The 
president  didn't  go,  but  he  refused  the 
manufacturer  any  more  cars,  took  up  the 
switch  leading  to  his  premises,  and  in  six 
months  saw  the  man  lose  his  buaiacM  and 
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every  dollar  of  his  money.  If  yon  want  to 
sass  a  railroad  man  don't  go  higher  than  a 
train  hand. — Detroit  Free  Preu, 

Go-to-meetings  (common),  Sun- 
day olothes. 

Go  to  smash,  to  (common),  to  fail 
entirely,  to  be  ruined. 

Jay  Gould  and  Sullivan  have  reached 

our  shores, 
To  rest,  they  say,  a  little  on  their  oars. 

The  first,  the  champion  of  the  *'vast 

Wabash," 
Makes  millions  when  his  railroads  go  to 

smash, 

— Financial  News, 

Go  wider,  to  (American),  a  Western 
euphemism  for  death.  Of  Indian 
origin,  and  allusive  of  being  put 
under  the  grass  of  the  waving 
prairie,  and  also,  it  may  be, 
sometimes  of  being  under  the 
knee  of  a  conquering  enemy. 
The  idea  and  process  of  reasoning 
is  the  same  as  when  the  German 
uses  untergeJien  to  signify  to 
perish. 

Poor  Hawkeye  felt  that  his  time  had 
come,  and  knowing  that  he  must  go  under 
sooner  or  later,  he  determined  to  sell  his 
life  dearly. — Hawkeye,  the  Iowa  Chirf. 

Go  upon  the  dub  (thieves),  to  go 
upon  a  housebreaking  expedi- 
tion ;  to  open  or  pick  the  lock 
or  fastenings  of  a  door.  Vide 
Dub.  Dup  occurs  in  Ophelia's 
song  in  HamUt—"Dup  the  cham- 
ber door." 

Gonrock  ham  (Scotch),  a  salt 
herring.    From  Gourock  on  the 


Clyde,  formerly  a  great  fishing 
village.  Termed  also  "Billings- 
gate pheasant,"  or  '*  Yarmouth 
capon." 

Govenmient  sign-post  (old),  the 
gallows. 

Gorernor  (popular),  a  mode  of 
addressing  an  unknown  person. 
In  French  hourgeoU  or  ptUron, 
(Common),  my  governor,  my 
father. 

Gowk  (prison),  a  countryman. 
Also  a  provincialism  meaning 
both  cuckoo  and  fooL 

Gowler  (sporting),a  deep-mouthed 
dog ;  a  howler.  To  "  gowle  "  is 
a  provincialism  for  to  howl. 
French,  guetder. 

Gowns  (journalistic),  University 
student. 

The  first  at  Cambridge  had  a  good  game 
with  the  'Varsity,  the  gowns  just  winning 
by  a  goal  to  love. — Football  News. 

Grab  (common),  grasping.  In  the 
United  States  a  grab  means  a 
robbery  or  "  a  steal." 

"  Papa,"  said  the  son  of  a  saloon-keeper, 
*'  what  does  jumping  at  a  conclusion 
mean  ?  "  "  Grabbing  the  last  piece  of  lunch 
on  the  counter,"  was  the  reply. 

(Cards),  a  boisterous  game  of 
chance  played  with  cards. 

Grabbers  (popular),  the  hands. 
' '  Land  grcMert "  is  a  phrase  that 
has  lately  come  into  popular  use 
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in  Ireland  and  Scotland  to  de- 
signate the  peasants  afflicted 
with  "earth  hupger,"  or  the 
anti-rent  masters  who  wish  to 
grab  or  seize  the  land  that  does 
not  belong  to  them. 

Grabby  (military),  a  foot-soldier. 
A  term  of  contempt  used  bj 
the  moonted  services. 

Grab,  to  (thieves),  to  arrest. 

Tramp  it,  tramp  it,  my  jolly  bloven, 
Or  be  grabbed  by  the  beaks  we  may. 
—  li^,  Maginn:  Vidocq's  S<mg. 

Grace  cards  (Irish),  the  six  of 
hearts. 

Graduates  (tnrf),  horses  that  have 
already  mn. 

The  ranks  of  the  graduates  will  be 
materially  recruited  before  Lincoln  comes 
around,  but  in  the  meantime  the  majority 
of  last  year's  steeplechasers  are  on  their 
legs. — Referee. 

Graft  (prison  and  popular),  work ; 
to  grafts  to  work.  To  graf  is 
a  provincialism  for  **  to  dig  ** 
{graft  being  a  trench).  Hence 
the  slang  signification.  This 
derivation  is  supported  by  the 
French  piocheVf  to  work  hard, 
literally  "to  dig."  (American), 
to  grafty  to  surround  the  feet  of 
old  boots  with  new  leather,  or 
to  add  new  soles. 

Grampus  (nautical), "  blowing  the 
grampiu"  deluging  with  water. 

Grand  hotelism  (journalistic),  a 
word  expressive  of  living  in  a 


pablio  manner,  hawnting  eztia- 
Tagant,  flaring  hotels ;  a  life  of 
salons  and  mirrors. 

The  inferior  dau  of  the  artickft  de  PSun 
are  Imperialism,  Boalevardism,  grmmd 
kaUlism^  Sebastopdism,  Mafcntaism. 
Nadesherbism,  adapted  to  tbe  humblest 
perceptsoiM  and  the  alendoreat  poraea. — 
G.  A.  Sala :  A  Trip  to  Beufhary, 

Grandificent  (American),  grand 
and  magnificent.  Also  **gian- 
daceous/'  "  grandiferons,"  &c., 
which  Bartlettoharacterises  very 
correctly  as  factitious  words. 
The  number  of  these  manifestly 
manufactured  expressions  is 
very  great  in  the  United  States, 
but  veiy  few  of  them  snrvive. 
It  would  seem  as  if  slang  to 
live  must  grow  naturally  from 
needs  and  be  developed  by 
use. 

Grandmother,  to  see  one's  (com- 
mon), to  have  a  nightmare. 
(Popular),  women  of  the  lower 
class  say  they  see  or  have  their 
grandmother  when  they  have 
their  menses. 

Granger  (American),  the  member 
of  a  political  party  formed  aboat 
1875  in  the  interests  of  the  West- 
em  grain-growing  States,  or  of 
the  agriculturists.  The  word 
is  now  generally  used  to  mean 
a  countryman,  a  rustic,  or  "a 
gentleman  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts." 

Now  this  person  was  a  stranger 
From  the  West ;  a  rural  gramger 
Sure  that  nobody  could  do  htm. 
And  no  city  chap  get  throogh  him. 
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Nothing  to  him  could  be  dearer 
Than  to  meet  a -bunko  steerer. 
He  was  with  impatience  hopping 
To  find  a  fellow  wallet-dropping. 
And  he  pined,  this  pine  woods  jooty, 
To  encounter  three-card  montd 
—How  they  did  Uu  Buck-Eye. 

Grape -Tine  telegraph  (Ameri- 
can). During  the  war  exciting 
accoants  of  battles  not  fought 
and  of  victories  not  won  were 
said  to  have  been  conveyed  by 
grape-vine  (or  clothes-line)  ide- 
graph  (New  York  Slang  Dic- 
tionary), but  the  term  was  in 
earlier  use,  meaning  news  con- 
veyed in  a  mysterious  manner. 

Grarler  (American  thieves),  a 
small  dog  who  by  barking 
alarms  the  family.  *'  OrarUr$ 
are  more  feared  by  burglars 
than  guns  or  pistols.' 


»t 


(common),  *'  to  go  to  ^ro*«," 
to  die;  "go  to  flrra«,"  be  off, 
you  be  hanged.  (Pugilistic), 
*'  to  go  to  grats"  to  fall  sprawl- 
ing. 

.  .  .  That  he  had  fuij^her  eased  his 
mind  by  executing  a  free-hand  drawing 
of  himself  as  a  boxer  .  .  .  engaged  in 
having  a  "set-to"  with  M.  Sterling  .  .  . 
who  was  going  to  grass  in  the  most  igno- 
minious manner.—/.  Grremvcod :  Dick 
Ttmpli. 

(Royal  Military  Academy), 
groiz^  vegetables. 

(American),  fresh  mint  or 
tansy  leaves,  used  in  making 
juleps. 

(Australian  printers),  tem- 
porary hands  on  a  newspaper. 


The  metaphor  probably  is  from 
the  proverb  about  grau — *'  The 
grou  wlthereth,"  &c.,  which 
would  imply  temporariness. 
There  is  a  printers*  proverb, 
"  A  groM  on  news  waits  dead 
men's  shoes."  The  ^tMlra^oMtm 
Prtntert'  Keepwake  says :  "  Those 
familiar  with  newspaper  work 
in  the  colonies  must  often  have 
heard  this  gruesome  axiom. 
Now  this  saying,  though  evi- 
dently figurative,  does  not  pre- 
sent the  usual  pleasing  char- 
acteristics which  we  associate 
with  pastoral  subjects,  especi- 
ally when  they  are  contem- 
plated £rom  a  proper  distance, 
as  becomes  the  eye  artistic. 
Disagreeable  as  it  may  be  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fact  announced 
in  the  above  saying,  however, 
so  much  more  so  must  it  be  to 
have  it  verified  in  one's  own 
person,  be  you  grou  qt  prospec- 
tive dead  man.  Why  are  the 
groM  or  casual  news  hands  not 
put  on  a  more  comfortable  foot- 
ing "  (Edward  Fitzgerald:  Prin- 
ters* Proverbs). 

The  expression  has  been  im- 
ported from  England,  a  grou 
hand  in  English  printers*  par- 
lance being  a  compositor  that 
accepts  occasional  work  in  dif- 
ferent offices. 

Grass-combers  (nautical), 
countrymen  who  enter  the  ser- 
vice from  farming  counties* 


(sporting),  a  falL 

Some  have  terrible  grassers  in  climbing 
into  the  pigskin.— /*<^rry  o/tht  HmU, 
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Gon  (popular),  a  hat.  From  goi' 
tamer.  (American),  to  "give 
one  goUt*  to  injure  or  kill. 

Got  'em  all  on  (popular),  dresaed 
to  the  height  of  fashion. 

Gotham,  Gothamites  (popular). 
The  term  Ootham  is  satirically 
applied  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  its  inhabitants  are  called 
GothamiUSf  just  as  Londoners 
are  called  "  Cockneys."  First 
so  called  by  lT\ing,  about  1805. 

1  intend  to  present  you  with  some  phases 
of  life  and  manners — such  things  as  would 
strike  or  interest  a  stranger  in  our  beloved 
Gaikam,  and  in  the  places  to  which 
regular  Gatkamiies— American  Cockneys, 
so  to  speak — are  wont  to  repair. — Frat*r*t 
Magazine :  Sketches  ^American  Society. 

Got  him  down  dose  and  fine 

(American).  This  means  that 
everything  is  known  about  a 
man.  In  pugilistic  parlance  a 
settling  blow. 

Got  his  g^el  (popular),  dead  or 
dying. 

Your  yokel  friend,  Mr.  Softhead  — I 
know  you  all,  you  see — he's  g0t  his  gruei^ 
I  rather  fancy.  — /.  Greenwood :  Dick 
Temple. 

Got  his  leg;  (tailors),  obtained  his 
confidence. 

Got  the  ball  (tailors),  having  the 
advantage. 

Go  the  gamble,  to  (sporting),  to 
make  a  bet  on  some  match  or 
race. 

Go  the  whole  hog,  to.     Vidt 

HOQ. 


Go  the  whole  pile  (gamesters), 
an  Americanism  nalnzalised  in 
England,  to  pat  all  one's  money 
on  a  solitary  chanoe. 

Go  tfafongfa  coe,  to  (thieves),  to 
plunder  a  helpless  man  of  all 
valuables  upon  him;  to  strip 
him  of  all  he  possesses. 

Go  to  Bath  and  get  jronr  head 

shaved.  This  phrase  denotes 
mental  disorder,  and  as  the 
waters  of  Bath  were  fonnerlv 
in  good  repute  for  the  cure  of 
mental  derangements,  the  saying 
implied  that  the  person  so  ad- 
dressed was  silly  or  idiotic,  and 
should  pro  hcno  pvhUco  do  some- 
thing to  get  cored. 

Go  to  college,  to  (old  slang),  to 
go  to  prison. 

Go  to  grass  (American),  equi- 
valent to  saying  *'  rubbish." 
"clear  out,*'  "shut  up;**  an 
expression  of  incredulity,  or  a 
hint  to  be  silent  or  to  depart. 
Said  in  New  England  to  have 
been  first  addressed  to  Nebu- 
chadneszar. 

Go  to  HaliDaz  (American,  but  of 
English  origin).  It  is  a  saying 
among  sailors — 

"  From  hell,  Hull,  and  Halifax, 
Good  Lord  deliver  us." 

A  Tennessee  manu£scturer  told  the  pre- 
sident of  a  railroad  to  goto  Hetlijkx.  Th« 
president  didn't  go,  hut  he  refused  the 
manufacturer  any  more  cars,  took  up  the 
switch  leading  to  his  premises,  and  in  six 
months  saw  the  man  loce  his  bosiocts  axid 
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every  dollar  of  his  money.  If  yoa  want  to 
sass  a  railroad  man  don't  go  higher  than  a 
train  hand. — Detroit  Free  Preu, 

Go-to-meetings  (common),  Sun- 
day olothes. 

Go  to  smash,  to  (common),  to  fail 
entirely,  to  be  ruined. 

Jay  Gould  and  Sullivan  have  reached 

our  shores, 
To  rest,  they  say,  a  little  on  their  oars. 

The  first,  the  champion  of  the  **vast 

Wabash," 
Makes  millions  when  his  railroads  go  to 

smash, 

— FinancitU  News, 

Go  wider,  to  (American),  a  Western 
euphemism  for  death.  Of  Indian 
origin,  and  allusive  of  being  put 
under  the  grass  of  the  waving 
prairie,  and  also,  it  may  be, 
sometimes  of  being  under  the 
knee  of  a  conquering  enemy. 
The  idea  and  process  of  reasoning 
is  the  same  as  when  the  German 
uses  unUrgehen  to  signify  to 
perish. 

Poor  Hawkeye  felt  that  his  time  had 
come,  2ind  knowing  that  he  must  go  under 
sooner  or  later,  he  determined  to  sell  his 
life  dearly. — Hawkeye,  the  Iowa  Chirf, 

Go  upon  the  dub  (thieves),  to  go 
upon  a  housebreaking  expedi- 
tion ;  to  open  or  pick  the  lock 
or  fastenings  of  a  door.  Vide 
Dub.  Dup  occurs  in  Ophelia's 
song  in  Hamlet^"Dup  the  cham- 
ber door." 

Gourock  ham  (Scotch),  a  salt 
herring.    From  Gourock  on  the 


Clyde,  formerly  a  great  fishing 
village.  Termed  also  "Billings- 
gate pheasant,'*  or  **  Yarmouth 
capon. 


t> 


Gorermnent  sign-post  (old),  the 
gallows. 

Goremor  (popular),  a  mode  of 
addressing  an  unknown  person. 
In  French  bourgeois  or  patron, 
(Common),  my  governor,  my 
father. 

Gowk  (prison),  a  countryman. 
Also  a  provincialism  meaning 
both  cuckoo  and  fooL 

Gowler(sporting),a  deep-mouthed 
dog ;  a  howler.  To  **  gowle  "  is 
a  provincialism  for  to  howl. 
French,  guevder. 

Gowns  (journalistic).  University 
student. 

The  first  at  Cambridge  had  a  good  game 
with  the  'Varsity,  the  goums  just  winning 
by  a  goal  to  love. — Football  Sews. 

Grab  (common),  grasping.  In  the 
United  States  a  grab  means  a 
robbery  or  '*  a  steal." 

"  Papa,"  said  the  son  of  a  saloon-keeper, 
"  what  does  jumping  at  a  conclusion 
mean  ?  "  "  GrabhiMg  the  last  piece  of  lunch 
on  the  counter,"  was  the  reply. 

(Cards),  a  boisterous  game  of 
chance  played  with  cards. 

Grabbers  (popular),  the  hands. 
'*  Land  ^ra66ert"  is  a  phrase  that 
has  lately  come  into  popular  use 
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in  Ireland  and  Scotland  to  de- 
signate the  peasants  afflicted 
with  "earth  hunger,"  or  the 
anti-rent  masters  who  wish  to 
grab  or  seize  the  land  that  does 
not  belong  to  them. 

Grabby  (military),  a  foot-soldier. 
A  term  of  contempt  used  bj 
the  mounted  services. 

Grab,  to  (thioTes),  to  arrest. 

Tramp  it,  tramp  it,  my  jolly  blowen, 
Or  be  grabbed  by  the  beaks  we  may. 
—  W.  Maginn :  Vidacqs  Seng. 

Once  cards  (Irish),  the  six  of 
hearts. 

Gfaduates  (turf),  horses  that  have 
already  r^n. 

The  ranks  of  the  graduatts  will  be 
materially  recruited  before  Lincoln  comes 
around,  but  in  the  meantime  the  majority 
of  last  year's  steeplechasers  are  on  their 
legs. — Referee. 

Graft  (prison  and  popular),  work ; 
to  grafts  to  work.  To  qrnf  is 
a  provincialism  for  *•  to  dig " 
{graft  being  a  trench).  Hence 
the  slang  signification.  This 
derivation  is  supported  by  the 
French  piochevt  to  work  hard, 
literally  "to  dig."  (American), 
to  ffraftf  to  surround  the  feet  of 
old  boots  with  new  leather,  or 
to  add  new  soles. 

Grampus  (nautical),  "  blowing  the 
grampus"  deluging  with  water. 

Grand  hotelism  (journalistic),  a 
word  expressive  of  living  in  a 


pubUc  manner,  haunting  extoa- 
Tagant,  flaring  hotels ;  a  life  of 
salons  and  mirrors. 

The  infierior  dau  of  the  artickft  de  PSuis 
are  Imperialism,  Boolerardisat,  grmmd 
haUlitm,  Sebastofx>lism,  Magentaisn. 
Nadesherbism,  adapted  to  the  hnmblest 
peroepdoos  and  the  tlcnderaat  purses. — 
G.  A.  Sola :  A  Trip  to  Beurbmry, 

Grandificent  (American),  grand 
and  magnificent.  Also  ''gran- 
daceous,"  "  grandiferoos,"  &c., 
which  Bartlett  oharacterises  very 
correctly  as  factitious  words. 
The  number  of  these  manifestly 
manufactured  expressions  is 
very  great  in  the  United  States, 
but  veiy  few  of  them  survive. 
It  would  seem  as  if  slang  to 
live  must  grow  naturally  from 
needs  and  be  developed  by 
use. 

Grandmother,  to  see  one's  (com- 
mon), to  have  a  nightmare. 
(Popular),  women  of  the  lower 
class  say  they  see  or  have  their 
grandmother  when  they  have 
their  menses. 

Granger  (American),  the  member 
of  a  political  party  formed  about 
1875  in  the  interests  of  the  West- 
em  grain-growing  States,  or  of 
the  agriculturists.  The  word 
is  now  generally  used  to  mean 
a  countryman,  a  rustic,  or  **a 
gentleman  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts." 

Now  this  person  was  a  stranger 
From  the  West ;  a  rural  grunger 
Sure  that  nobody  coold  do  hun. 
And  no  city  chap  get  through  him. 
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Nothing  to  him  could  be  dearer 
Than  to  meet  a  J>anko  steerer. 
He  was  with  impatience  hopping 
To  find  a  fellow  wallet-dropping, 
And  he  pined,  this  pine  woods  jonty, 
To  encounter  three-card  montd 
"How  they  did  tJu  Buck-Eye. 

Grape -Tine  telegraph  (Ameri- 
can). During  the  war  exciting 
accounts  of  battles  not  fought 
and  of  victories  not  won  were 
said  to  have  been  conveyed  by 
gyuft-vint  (or  clothes-line)  Ide- 
graph  (New  York  Slang  Dic- 
tionary), but  the  term  was  in 
earlier  use,  meaning  news  con- 
veyed  in  a  mysterious  manner. 

Grarler  (American  thieves),  a 
small  dog  who  by  barking 
alarms  the  family.  "Orarlers 
are  more  feared  by  burglars 
than  guns  or  pistols.'* 


(conmion),  *'  to  go  to  grass ,** 
to  die;  "go  to  grass"  be  off, 
you  be  hanged.  (Pugilistic), 
*'  to  go  to  gratSt'*  to  fall  sprawl- 
ing. 

.  .  .  That  he  had  fuij^her  eased  his 
mind  by  executing  a  free-hand  drawing 
of  himself  as  a  boxer  .  .  .  engaged  in 
having  a  "set-to"  with  M.  Sterling  .  .  . 
who  was  going  to  grass  in  the  most  igno- 
minious manner.—/.  Greenwood:  Dick 
Temple, 

(Royal  Military  Academy), 
grastt  vegetables. 

(American),  fresh  mint  or 
tansy  leaves,  used  in  making 
juleps. 

(Australian  printers),  tem- 
porary bands  on  a  newspaper. 


The  metaphor  probably  is  from 
the  proverb  about  grass — **  The 
grass  withereth,"  &c.,  which 
would  imply  temporariness. 
There  is  a  printers'  proverb, 
"  A  grass  on  news  waits  dead 
men's  shoes."  The  Australasian 
Printers^  Keepsake  says :  **  Those 
familiar  with  newspaper  work 
in  the  colonies  must  often  have 
heard  this  gruesome  axiom. 
Now  this  saying,  though  evi- 
dently figurative,  does  not  pre- 
sent the  usual  pleasing  char- 
acteristics which  we  associate 
with  pastoral  subjects,  especi- 
ally when  they  are  contem- 
plated £rom  a  proper  distance, 
as  becomes  the  eye  artistic. 
Disagreeable  as  it  may  be  to  ac* 
knowledge  the  fact  announced 
in  the  above  saying,  however, 
so  much  more  so  must  it  be  to 
have  it  verified  in  one's  own 
person,  be  you  grass  or  prospec- 
tive dead  man.  Why  are  the 
groM  or  casual  news  hands  not 
put  on  a  more  comfortable  foot- 
ing" (Edward  Fitzgerald:  Prin- 
ters' Proverbs). 

The  expression  has  been  im- 
ported from  England,  a  grtus 
hand  in  English  printers'  par- 
lance being  a  compositor  that 
accepts  occasional  work  in  dif- 
ferent offices. 

Grass-combers  (nautical), 
countrymen  who  enter  the  ser- 
vice from  farming  counties* 

Grasser  (sporting),  a  fall. 

Some  have  terrible  grassert  in  cUrabing 
into  the  pigskin.— /*<^rry  ^tAe  Hwmi, 
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Grasshopper — Gravy, 


Gimnhopper  (popular),  a  waiter 
at  a  tea-garden  (Hotten). 

GfASt  in  his  liquor.    See  Gbass. 

Grass-Tille  (thieves),  the  country. 

Grass-widow.  In  America  and 
in  India  a  graU'Widow  is  a 
married  woman  temporarily 
separated  from  her  husband. 
In  the  Slang  Dictionary  of 
Hotten  it  is  explained  as  ''an 
unmarried  mother,  a  deserted 
mistress,'*  which  is  rather  doubt- 
ful Low  German,  gnU'Wtdewe, 
Also  tU^-wiUw^  (German). 

Gravel,  to  (popular),  to  confound, 
to  perplex,  to  bewilder.  From 
levelling  with  the  earth  or 
yravd. 

Gravel-crusher  (military),  a  sol- 
dier compelled  to  tramp  about 
a  square  at  defaulter's  drill. 
Vide  Oboan. 

Gravel-grinder  (popular),  one  sub- 
ject to  falls  through  drunken 
habits. 

Gtmvel-rash  (popular),  a  scratched 
face,  generally  applied  to  a 
drunken  person  who  has  had  a 
fall.  (Schoolboys),  the  injury 
to  the  knees  from  a  falL 


to  be  buried  there.  Bvery  fugi- 
tive draught  in  the  theatre  riaes 
from  the  cellar  through  this 
opening.  ItissaidthatFawcett, 
when  stage-manager  at  Covent 
Garden,  relinquished  the  part 
of  the  gravedigger  (which  he 
had  acted  a  quarter  of  a  century) 
in  favour  of  a  younger  actor, 
against  whom  he  had  a  spite. 
"You  are  very  generous,  Mr. 
Fawcett,**  gushed  the  youngster. 
''Not  at  all,  sir— not  at  all," 
replied  the  veteran.  Then  turn- 
ing to  a  crony,  with  a  g^n,  he 
growled  in  a  grim  aside :  "  That 
infernal  north-east  wind  from 
the  grave  will  cook  his  goose." 

Graveyard  (American),  a  "  pri- 
vate graveyard,*''  men  who  affect 
great  ferocity,  or  who  assume 
to  be  desperadoes,  sometimes 
boast  in  America  that  they  keep 
graveyards  of  their  own  in  which 
to  bury  their  victims,  or  else  are 
sarcastically  asked  where  these 
cemeteries  are.  In  portions  of 
New  England  every  farmer  has 
his  own  family  graveyard  on  his 
property,  and  the  writer  has 
known  an  instance  in  which  a 
father  made  a  present — which 
was  gladly  accepted  —  to  his 
children  of  a  little  graveyard 
with  two  blank  tombstones. 
They  kept  it  in  order  and  used 
it  as  a  playground. 


Grave-trap,  the  (theatrical),  a 
large  oblong  trap  in  the  centre 
of  the  stage,  so  called  because 
"  the  fair  Ophelia  "  is  supposed 


Gravy  eje  (popular),  a  term  rather 
loosely  and  unmeaningly  ap- 
plied as  a  derisive  epithet  — 
"  Oh  I  you  gravy  eye  /  How  much 


Gray — Great. 
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gravy  does  your  mother  put  on 
your  'taters*? 


tt 


Gray  (sharpers),  from  the  gypsy 
^ry,  a  horse,  a  halfpemiy  with 
either  two  "heads"  or  two 
'*  tails,"  used  for  cheating  at 
pitch  and  toss.  Also  called  a 
pony,  hence  the  word. 

Gray-coat  parson,  a  lay  impro- 
priator, or  lessee  of  great  tithes 
(Hotten). 

Grays  (popular),  lice ;  called  by 
the  French  grenadiers. 

Grease  (printers),  a  synonym  for 
well-paid  work. 

Grease  one's  duke  (thieves),  to 
grease  the  palm  or  hand,  "duke" 
meaning  hand. 

One  or  two  days  after  this  I  met  the 
reeler  at  Hackney,  and  he  said,  "What 
made  you  guy  ?  "  So  I  said  that  I  did  not 
want  my  pals  to  see  roe  with  him.  So  he 
said  it  was  all  right.  Some  of  the  mob 
knew  him  and  had  grttued  his  duke. — 
Horslty  ;  Jottings  from  Jaii. 

Greaser  (American),  a  Mexican. 

A  Chinaman  stole  swiftly  and  silently 
by ;  a  half-breed  led  a  lame  horse  along  ; 
a  couple  more  greasers^  seated  one  behind 
the  other,  went  past  on  another  equine 
scarecrow. — P.  Francis:  Saddlt  mnd 
Moccasin, 

(Winchester  College),  "to  give 
him  gretuer^''  to  rub  the  head 
hard  with  the  knuckles.  (Naval), 
an  engineer,  or  any  other  man 
employed  in  the  stoke-room. 


Greasers  (Royal  Military  Aca- 
demy), fried  potatoes,  in  contra- 
disthiction  to  "  boilers,"  boiled 
potatoes. 

Greater  or  final  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity), the  final  public  examina- 
tion in  honours.  OreaUr  is  now 
properly  confined  to  classical 
honours. 

Great  go  (Cambridge  University), 
the  final  and  most  important 
examination  an  undergraduate 
has  to  pass.  An  earlier  examina- 
tion is  called  the  "  little  go." 

Read  through  the  whole  five  volumes 
folio,  Latin,  previous  to  his  going  up  for 
his  great  go. — Tfu  Etonian. 

Great  pot  (racing),  a  prophet. 

I  enclose  a  little  circular  sent  to  me  ia 
the  spring  of  the  present  year,  sent  me  by 
9l  great  pot  Qh^  would  have  you  believe^ 
addressing  from  the  Strand,  London, 
whose  selections,  had  I  followed,  would 
break  a  bank,  much  less  a  private  purse. 
— Bird  o'  Freedom. 

Great  Scott !  (common  and  Ame- 
rican), probably  derived  from 
General  Winfield  Scott,  once  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  a 
man  of  such  great  dignity  and 
military  style  that  he  was 
popularly  known  as  Fuss  and 
Feathers.  To  explain  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  an  American 
newspaper  in  which  the  word  oc- 
curs, it  must  be  understood  that 
the  Republicans  in  the  United 
States  insist  that  all  the  roughs, 
shoxdder-hitters,  and  gamblers 
in   the   country   are   "Demo- 


428 


Greal — Green. 


ciats."  *'  Where  are  70a  going 
to-day?"  asked  a  man  of  a 
Democratic  sheriff,  "and  why 
is  court  adjourned?"  "Why, 
great  SeoU  /*'  exclaimed  that  offi- 
cial, "don't  you  know  there  is 
going  to  be  a  prize-fight  to-day 
in  the  next  county?'*  The 
phrase  has  been  acclimatised 
in  England  by  the  importing 
Timet : — 

How  catly  they  glitter,  and  glisten,  and 

glow, 
As    they  shine    in    their   sovereign 

sway, 
And  see  how  they  sparkle— <7fva/  Scait ! 

here's  a  go ! 

Great  smoke  (thieves),  London. 

The  Cockneys,  from  the  great  smekty 
seldom  fraternised  with  the  ''hardware 
blokes"  from  Birmingham.  Liverpool 
criminals  were  almost  entirely  of  Irish 
origin. — Evening  News. 

Great  sunl  (American),  a  nuld 
oath,  probably  only  a  variation 
of  "  great  Scott.' 


it 


But  something  came  up — up  like  a  foun- 
tain, up  like  the  bubbling  over  of  the 
airth's  eternal  teapot ;  a  black  muddy  jet 
of  stuff.  Great  tnn  !  I  think  I  see  it  now. 
—TJU  G^Ukn  Butterfly, 

Gredan  bend  (society),  peculiar 
bend  given  to  the  body  by 
means  of  a  Isige  bustle  and 
high-heeled  boots.  The  term  is 
by  no  means  new.  It  was  used 
in  the  "Etonian"  more  than  half 
a  century  back.  "  In  person  he 
was  of  the  common  size,  with 
something  of  the  Qredan  bend, 
contracted  doubtless  from  seden- 
tary habits." 


Greek.  Any  language,  dialect,  or 
form  of  speech  that  the  eonmiDn 
people  did  not  understand,  was 
either  called  gibberish  or  Greek. 
Thus  the  slang  of  the  beggars, 
tramps,  vagabonds,  gypsies,  and 
thieves  was  known  to  the  out- 
side multitude  as  St.  Giles's 
Greek,  or  pedlar's  Greek.  In 
"  As  You  Like  It,"  when  Amiens 
sings — 

"  Under  the  greenwood  tree. 
Who  loves  to  lie  with 


he  is  asked  what  the  mysterioas 
syllables  "  due  da  me  "  signify, 
and  gives  the  explanation  that 
it  is  a  Oreek  invocation  to  call 
fools  into  a  circle.  "Due  da 
me"  is  generally  explained  as 
Latin  intentionally  corrupted 
(or  by  a  misprint)  from  duea  ad 

me, 

• 

Greeks  (old),  highwaymen,  or 
knights  of  the  road.  The  term 
now  is  applied  to  sharpers ;  greet 
in  French  (not  slang).  Also  a 
name  given  in  derision  to  the 
low  Irish  in  London  who  spoke 
Gaelic.     Vide  Gbsek. 

Green  (common),  not  wide  awake, 
inexperienced.  "  Do  yon  see 
any  green  in  my  eye?"  do  yon 
take  me  for  a  simpleton  ? 


So  awfully /TvrM,  dreadfully  ^rwic. 
The  gre^iest  of  grtem  that 


He  blushes  and  simpers-  -you  knov 

I  mean, 
Frightfully  shy,  and  KmfijUDj  grwem. 


Greenbacks — Greenwich. 
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Major  P 's  unco'  sly, 

There  u  no  green  aiout  kit  eye^ 
And  oh !  it  makes  the  major  cry, 
When  bang  goes  a  bawbee,  O. 

—A thin:  ff<mu Scru/s. 

Greenbacks  (University),  one  of 
Todhonter's  mathematical  text- 
books, because  some  of  them 
are  bound  in  green  cloth.  (Ame- 
rican), paper  money. 

Green  bagf  (common),  a  lawyer. 
"  What's  in  the  green  hagV*  t.e., 
what  is  the  charge  to  be  pre- 
ferred against  me  7 

Green  g^ods  operators  (Ame- 
rican), the  counterfeiters  of 
greenbacks. 

The  article  referred  to  also  contained 
an  txposi  of  the  methods,  headquarters, 
and  gangs  who  have  so  long  and  with  so 
much  impunity  carried  on  Ubit  grttn  good* 
or  sawdust  operators.  It  also  gave  the 
names  of  sawdust  operators  who  had  been 
arrested  and  indicted  in  the  Federal  courts 
but  never  brought  to  triaL — New  York 
Merturym 

Green  gown,  to  give  a  (old  slang), 
to  tumble  on  the  grass.  Used 
in  an  obscene  sense. 

And  Johnny  gave  Jenny  a  jolly  green 

goumf 
Down  in  the  grass  by  the  river. 

Greenhouse  (drivers),  a  derisive 
term  sometimes  applied  to  an 
omnibus.  "Get  out  of  the 
way  with  that  old  grtenhoum  of 
yours  r 


»» 


A  new  pal  .  .  .  wheredidhecomelRMaT 
Greonland.—Dicken*  :  Olmer  TmieL 

Greenman  (builders),  a  contrac- 
tor who  speculates  with  othei 
people's  money. 

Greens  (common),  "to  have  one's 
greenif**  to  have  sexual  inter- 
course. 

(Printers),  a  term  in  vogue 
for  bad  or  wom*ont  printing 
rollers. 

Green,  to  (Eton  School),  to  befool, 
to  cause  any  one  to  show  sim- 
plicity. 

I  was  again  catechised  on  many  points 
personal  to  myself,  and  some  mild  attempts 
were  made  to  grten  me,  as  boys  call  it. — 
T,  C,  Bnckland:  Eton^  X836-X84X. 

Green  tortle,  to  live  up  to  (Ameri- 
can), to  do,  and  give  one's  best 
— a  metaphorical  phrase  which 
owes  its  origin  to  turtle  being 
regarded  from  the  epicure's 
point  of  view  a  Ixmne  houehtt 
and  the  green  fat  the  most  de- 
sirable portion. 

It  were  churlish  indeed  to  find  £s«Ii 
with  any  custom,  or  to  dwell  critically 
upon  any  shortcoming  of  these  hoqMt- 
able  people,  who,  as  hosts,  live  up  to 
their  green  turtle. — Paton:  Down  tht 
Islands. 


Greenland  (common).  "He  comes 
from  Orteidamd"  he  is  unsophis- 
ticated. 


barbers  (popular),  re- 
tailers of  sand,  so  called  because 
the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich 
"  shave  the  pits"  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  supply  London  with 
sand  (Dr.  Brewer), 
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Greenwich — Grig. 


Greenwich  goose  (popular),  for- 
merly a  pensioner  of  the  Green- 
wich Naval  Hospital. 

Greeze  (Westminster  School),  a 
crowd.    In  Italian  grouo. 

Few  whose  names  have  ever  stood  on 
that  paper  will  forget  how  they  pressed 
through  the  surrounding  gmae.— Every' 
dny  Lift  in  cur  Public  Schools^ 

Gregorines  (common),  live  stock 
in  the  hair.     From  the  Italian. 

Greys,  the  (provincial),  a  state  of 
yawning  and  listlessness. 

Grid  (theatrical),  a  contraction  of 
gridiron — the  large  open  wood- 
work structure  built  over  the 
flies,  extending  over  the  whole 
stage,  so  called  because  it  is 
constructed  exactly  like  a  grid- 
iron. To  the  grid  all  the  dead 
lines  which  bear  the  scenery  are 
attached. 

Griddle,  to  (street),  to  be  a  street 
singer.  Possibly  from  Italian 
gridarCf  to  cry  aloud. 

Griddler  (streets),  a  street  singer. 
(Tinkers  and  tramps),  a  tinker. 
Probably  from  *'  gridiron." 

Gridiron,  the  (nautical),  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  of  the  United  States. 
Also  called  the  "  Stars  and  Bars.'* 
(Popular),  "the  whole  gridiron" 
the  whole  party.  (Common),  a 
gridiron^  a  County  Court  sum- 
mons. Originally  a  summons  to 
the  Court  of  Westminster  only ; 


from  the  Gridiron  Arms.  The 
Grafton  Club  is  always  known 
as  the  Grid  or  Qridiron^  that 
instrument  being  brought  into 
requisition  whenever  possible  in 
the  cuisine  (Hotten). 

Gri£Sn,  g^riff  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
greenhorn,  a  fresh  comer,  a 
Johnny  Newcome,  one  not  as 
yet  "  in  the  ways."  The  origin 
of  this  word  is  uncertain,  but 
something  resembling  it  is  ap- 
plied in  different  Latin  lan- 
guages to  "  outsiders,"  foreign- 
ers, and  the  excluded  or  mixed 
members  of  society.  Thus  in 
Louisiana  a  griffin  or  griffe  is 
used,  like  the  French  griffon, 
for  a  mulatto,  or  one  of  mixed 
dark  blood  (Bartlett).  «*  I  am 
little  better  than  an  unfledged 
griffin,  according  to  the  fashion- 
able phrase  here  "  (Hugh  Boyd, 

1794). 

(Army),  formerly  a  young 
subaltern  in  the  Indian  service. 

Pig-sticking  is  pretty,  very  pretty  I 
may  say,  if  yon  have  two  or  three  of  the 
right  sort  with  you ;  all  itxefriffims  ought 
to  hunt  together  though. — If.  KingsUy: 
Geoffrey  Hamlin. 

(Anglo-Chinese),  a  horse  fresh 
from  the  wilds.  Also  a  person 
resident  in  China  under  three 
years. 

Griffins,  the  residue  of  a  contract 
feast  taken  away  by  a  contrac- 
tor, half  the  buyer's  and  half 
the  seller's  (Dr.  Brewer). 

Grig  (thieves),  a  farthing.  (Ameri- 
can), to  grig^  to  irritate,  goad, 


Grig — Gripes. 
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or  vex.  Probably  from  grigt  a 
small  fish-spear  used  for  eels 
{grig^  a  small  eel).  Thus  to 
"chivvy,"  to  hmit  about,  ohase, 
vex,  or  amioy,  is  derived  from 
chiv  (gypsy),  a  pointed  knife, 

That  word,  superiorist,  grigged  me. 
Thinks  I,  my  boy,  I'll  just  take  that  ex- 
pression, roll  it  ap  into  a  balk  and  shy  it 
at  you. — Sam  Slick :  Human  Nature^ 

Grind  (university),  a  long  walk. 
(Cambridge),  the  Granchester 
or  Oogmagog  Hills  Orind,  A 
tedious  piece  of  academical 
work.  A  plodding  student  who 
keeps  aloof  from  the  usual  sports 
and  pastimes.  The  ferry-boats 
at  Chesterton,  wound  across  by 
a  winch  and  chain,  "to  go  over 
in  the  grind.*'  (Schools),  to 
grind,  to  work  hard,  to  cram  for 
an  examination.  (Common),  to 
have  sexual  intercourse. 

Grinder  (popular),  *'to  take  a 
grinder"  is  to  make  an  insult- 
ing gesture  by  applying  the  left 
thumb  to  the  nose,  and  turning 
the  right  hand  round  it  as  if  in 
the  act  of  g^ding  an  organ. 
Also  "  to  take  a  sight." 

Grinders  (society),  private  tutors. 
(Popular))  the  teeth. 

This  round  was  but  short— after  humour- 
ing a  while. 

He  proceeded  to  serve  an  ejectment,  in 
style, 

Upon  Georgy's  front  gn'ndrrr,  which 
damaged  his  smile 

So  completely,  that  bets  ran  a  hundred 
to  ten 


That  Adonis  would  ne'er  flash  his  ivory 
again. 
— Tom  Crib's  Mt mortal  to  Congrtu, 

Grindery  (shoemakers),  material 
for  making  boots  and  shoes. 

Grinding  mill  (students),  pre- 
paring for  an  examination. 

Grind  off  (common),  a  miller. 

Grindstone  (common),  to  keep  one 
"with  his  nose  tothe grindiUme" 
to  keep  him  to  his  work. 

Gringo  (American),  a  Spanish 
word,  common  in  the  South- 
West,  or  at  least  well  known, 
meaning  a  flat,  new  -  comer, 
stranger,  an  American  or  a 
foreigner.  It  corresponds  in 
some  respects  to  the  ''griffin" 
of  India  and  China. 

When  you  play  with  a  gringo  take  off 
that  ar'  green  coat  and  silver  buttons.  I 
seen  every  hand  you  held  rite  in  one  of 
those  buttons,  like  looking  inter  a  looking* 
glass. — Cleviland  Sunand  l^oice. 

Grinning  stitches  (milliners),  said 
of  sewing  slovenly  done,  where 
the  stitches  are  so  wide  apart 
that  they  have  the  appearance 
of  rows  of  teeth. 

Gripes  (popular),  colic. 

Gripes  hole  (Winchester  College), 
a  hole  close  to  the  boat-house, 
thus  called  because  the  water 
there  is  very  cold. 
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Gripper — Groovy, 


Gripper  (popular),  a  miser,  a 
cnzmndgeon. 

Grit  (American  and  common), 
spirit,  courage,  pluck,  endur- 
ance, determination.  The  word 
is  derived  from  the  hardness  of 
the  grit  of  grindstones,  mill* 
stones,  and  paving-stones,  and 
other  uses  to  which  the  mosl 
durable  sandstone  is  applied. 

If  he  hadn't  had  the  clear  grit  in  him, 
and  showed  his  teeth  and  claws,  they'd  a 
nullified  him  so  you  couldn't  have  seen 
a  grease  spot  of  him. — Sam.  Slick  in 
Emglatui. 

Grit,  no  (American),  no  pluck, 
sometimes  imitated  bj  "no 
sand." . 

Grizzle-pot  (popular),  a  sulky 
child,  one  who  is  constantly 
"  grizzling,"  i.«.,  whimpering, 
whining. 

Grizzle,  to  (common),  to  cry, 
whimper. 

"  What  on  earth  are  you  grizzling' 
about  now?"  asked  the  Talepitcher  of 
Mrs.  T.,  when  she  came  in  sobbing  the 
other  afternoon.— ^f'n/y  Freedom. 

Groaoers  (thieves),  funeral  and 
church  thieves. 

Groats  (nautical),  an  allowance 
for  each  man  per  mensem,  as- 
signed formerly  to  the  chaplain 
for  pay. 

Grog^  (popular),  to  "  have  grog  on 
board,"  to  be  tipsy. 


Grog-blosaotiis  (ocnnmofi),  pim- 
ples on  the  face,  a  CGnseqiieiioe 
of  continual  bard 


Grog:  fifflrt  (anny),  a 
party. 


Grog^gy  (common),  unsteady  like 
a  drunken  man,  generally  ap- 
plied to  horses  when  they  be- 
come weak  and  unsteady  from 

age  and  overwork. 

• 

And  as  the  Pet,  moreover,  was  so  bat- 
tered and  bruised,  and  was  altogether  so 
groggy  that  he  was  barely  able  to  stand 
up  to  be  knocked  down.~-C  B4de :  Vtr- 
dantGregn, 

Grogbam  (popular),  a  wars  hone, 
one  who  is  "groggy"  or  not 
firm  on  his  legs. 

Grog -tub  (nautical),  a  brandy 
bottle. 

Groom  (gaming),  a  croupier. 

*  Groovy  (society),  settled  in  one's 
habits,  old-fogyish,  limited  to 
certain  views. 

After  an  absence  of  fifteen  jrcars  I  have 
just  returned  to  England.  ...  I  never 
aspired  to  being  a  nabob,  or  a  **  chappy,* 
or  a  "  masher  "  (indeed,  I  am  past  the  age 
when  attaining  to  these  latter  distinctions 
could  be  possible) ;  nor  did  I  intcod  to  di»> 
sipate  my  hard-earned  and  modest  fortune 
as  a  "  plunger."  Six  weeks  ago  I  was  not 
au'are  that  these  terms  formed  a  part  of 
the  Englbh  tongue ;  but  now  ...  1  make 
use  of  them,  lest  you  should  infer  from 
what  is  coming  that  I  am  okl-fashiooed, 
prejudiced,  or  hopelessly  grwcty, — St. 
/ame^s  Gaaettt :  T/U  Cultnrg  9/  tkg 
Misses. 


(American),  a  "  sardine. 


•• 


Groper — Growler. 
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Groper  (popular),  a  blind  man, 
termed  also  "  hoodman." 

Gronnd,  down  to  the  (common), 
anything  that  is  very  acceptable 
and  thorough. 

Grounder  (nautical),  a  ship  that 
is  liable  to  be  run  aground 
through  bad  seamanship. 

Unfortunately  these  rejoicings  have  been 
marred  through  the  loss  of  three  "mtds" 
belonging  to  the  notorious  groumUr^ 
Cattada^  who  were  capsized  and  drowned. 
—Madtm  SocUtf, 

(Cricket),  a  ball  that  is  de- 
livered along  the  ground,  a 
"sneak"  or  "grub." 

Ground  hog^  day  (American),  a 
term  very  common  in  the  Mid- 
dle States,  and  thus  explained 
by  Bartlett : — "Candlemas,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  is  often  so  called  in  the 
Middle  and  Western  States  from 
a  popular  belief  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  ground  hog  on  that 
day  predicts  a  return  of  cold 
weather."  The  ground  hog  (a 
kind  of  marmot)  has  even  shown 
himself  at  times  in  poetry. 

Though  t\iegr9undfugKa,6.  crocus  creep 
into  their  holes. 
It's  Spring,  and  the  almanac  shows  it, 
Though  a  polar  wave  over  the  universe 
rolls. 
It's  Spring,  and  we  dpn't  care  who 
knows  it. 

—RoiertJ.  BurdttU:  March, 

Ground-sweat  (thieves),  burial 

And  as  soon  as  the  noose  was  untied 
Then  at  darkey  we  waked  him  in  clover, 
And  sent  him  to  take  a  groutui  swtai, 
—Burrowts:  Tkt  Death  o/ Socratts, 


Grouser  (popular),  a  grumbler. 

No  matter  bow  well  the  indefatigable 
cooks  acquit  themselves  in  trying  to  ap- 
pease the  ravenous  wants  of  the  hungry 
crowd,  they  very  often  find  it  altogether  im- 
possible  to  do  anything  at  all  entirely  to  the 
ottisfaction  of  a  certain  class  of  individuals. 
.  .  .  This  select  and  volatile  body  of  men 
is  commonly  designated  by  their  more 
sensible  and  forbearing  comrades  as  the 
groustrs.—BruHlets  FatUrson:  Lift  in 
thi  Ranks. 

Groute,  to  (Marlborough  and 
Cheltenham  Colleges),  to  work 
hard.  Also  to  go  out  of  an 
evening.  In  Yorkshire  it  is 
used  with  the  sense  of  to  dig 
np  with  the  snout  like  a  hog. 

Grouty  (American),  ill-tempered, 
cross,  vexed,  "grumpy."  Grout- 
headed,  stupidly  noisy  (Sus- 
sex). 

Atter  sputin'  an'  rasslin'  roun'  considi- 
bul,  hit  wuz  fix  up  dat  Bre'r  Fox,  Bre'r 
Bar,  and  Bre'r  Buzzard  wuz  ter  run  for 
de  oflBs — an'  ter  sawter  (sort  oQ  pacerfy 
Bre'r  Rabbit,  who  wuz  powerful  grouty 
"bout  bein'  lef  out,  dey  'leek  him  ter  hole 
de  ballick-box. — Detroit  Free  Press, 

Grove  of  the  Evang^elist  (com- 
mon), a  name  for  St.  John's 
Wood. 

Growings  his  feathers  (prison), 
letting  one's  hair  and  beard 
grow,  a  privilege  accorded  to 
convicts  for  some  months  before 
their  discharge,  that  they  may 
not  be  noticeable  when  free. 

Growler  (common),  afour- wheeled 
cab ;  so  called  because  a  man 
is  supposed  to  growl  and  bo 
discontented  in  one.  Compare 
with  "  sulky,**  a  kind  of  gig. 

2  B 
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Growler — Grub-^rap. 


The  cab  again  drew  up  at  the  door,  and 
the  pseudo  Beau  Brummell  set  his  dainty 
foot  upon  the  step  and  gaily  alighted.  A 
four-wheeled /yvw/<rr  had  acoomponied  his 
own  carriage. — Tit-Bifs, 

(American),  "  to  work  the 
grotder"  to  send  out  a  tin  or 
a  kettle  to  a  saloon  for  beer. 
Considered  rather  low. 

There's  Misther  Hons  Sowfer,  a  fine 

German  man. 
He  goes  out  and  brings  Lager  in  an  onld 

lobsther  can, 
Tis  himsilf  works  the  gmwltr  so  nate 

and  so  well, 
For  the  good  of  the  ladies  in  the  Bum- 

mere'  Hotel. 
— Ameticttn  Broadtidt  Ballad. 

Grub  (popular),  food.  See  Gbub 
AND  Bub. 

"  I  never  see  such  a  jolly  dog  as  that,** 
cried  Master  Bates.  *'  Smelling  the  grtii 
like  a  old  lady  a  going  to  market.'*  — 
Dickens:  Oliver  Twist. 

"  To  grub,"  to  eat.  Also  to 
beg,  to  solicit  alms,  especially 
food.  (American  nniversities), 
a  gr^tb  is  a  student  who  works 
hard;  to  grub,  to  study  hard. 
(Cricket),  a  grub,  a  ball  that 
is  delivered  along  the  ground. 
Specially  underhand  bowling. 

Grub  and  bnb,  victuals  and  drink. 
The  two  words  are  of  indigen- 
ous English  origin.  Orvb  is  de- 
rived from  the  action  of  digging 
up  roots  for  edible  purposes ; 
and  hub  or  "  bib "  from  Latin 
hibertt  French  hiber,  "Hum- 
ming hub  "  formerly  signified 
sparkling  ale,  and  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  convivial  days 
of  the  eighteenth  century.   The 


^'grubbing  ken,"  in  the  langoagtt 
of  tramps  and  mendicants,  is  the 
workhouse,  and  is  sometimes 
used  by  the  lower  classes  for 
an  eating-hoQse  or  a  oooksbop. 

Grfubbery  (popular),  an  eadiig- 
house.  '  (Thieves  and  tnunps), 
the  workhouse. 


Grubbing:  hall  (Winchester),  the 
hall  in  which  college  *'  men  '* 
take  their  meals.  It  is  opposite 
*'  organ  room."  Bach  house  has 
its  gruJbhing  kail. 

Grmbbj  (popular),  dirty. 

They  looked  so  ugly  in  their  sable  hides, 
So  dark,  so  dingy,  like  SifnMy  k)t 
Of  sooty  sweeps  or  colliers. 

^He^:  A  Black  Jek 

(Thieves),  food.     Diminntive 
of  "  grub." 

I  pattered  in  flash  like  a  ooTcy  knowing, 
Ay,  bub  or  grubby,  I  say. 

--W.  Maginn:  Vid^c^^s  Slemg 
Seng. 

Grmb-hunting  (beggars),  b^;ging 
for  food. 

Grub  stakes  (American).  When 
miners  become  so  poor  that  they 
are  not  able  to  furnish  the  neces- 
sary tools  and  food  with  which 
to  "go  prospecting,"  a  third 
party  of  sufficient  means  offers 
to  furnish  tools  and  provisions 
on  condition  that  he  is  to  have 
a  certain  interest  in  anything 
that  may  be  found  (Butter- 
worth's  "  Zig-zag  Journeys*'). 

Gmb-trap  (popular),  the  mouth. 
A  variant  is  **  pota^trap." 


Gruel — Guerilla. 
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Grnel  (common),  to  "get  one's 
'  gntd  *'  is  to  be  well  beaten,  or 
kiUed. 

He  refused,  and  harsh  language  ensued, 
Which  ended  at  length  in  a  duel, 

When  he  that  was  mildest  in  mood 
Gave  the  4rucuJent  rascal  his  gruel. 
— Ingtldthy  Legends, 

(Sporting),  grud  or  grudlinff, 
a  beating, 

Gruelled  (popular),  exhausted. 

Wadham  ran  up  by  the  side  of  that  first 
Trinity  yesterday,  and  he  said  that  they 
were  as  well  gruelled  as  so  many  porters 
before  they  got  to  the  stile. —C.  KiugsUy  : 
Alton  Locke, 

Gmmble-Sfnts  (popnlar),  a  person 
who  is  always  gmmbling. 

Gmmbles  (popular),  to  be  "all 
on  the  grumhUi"  to  be  discon- 
tented, in  a  snarling  mood. 

Gmmmet  (low),  pudenda  mulU- 
brii.  Termed  also  "snatch-box," 
"turtle,"  "maddikin,"  "mouse," 
"  monkey,"  "  pussy."  In  French 
slang  "  chat." 

Gmmpish  (common),  ill-tempered, 
"grouty ;"  probably  from  "  grum  " 
or  "grim." 

If  you  blubber  or  look  grum^ish^  I'll 
have  you  strapped  ten  times  over. — Mrs. 
Trollop:  Michael  Armstrong, 

Crnndy,  Mrs.,  to  be  afraid  of 
(society),  to  be  afraid  of  the 
world's  opinion.  Mr%,  Orundy 
was  a  character  in  the  comedy 
of  "  Speed  the  Plough." 

They  eat  and  drink,  and  sleep  and  nod, 
And  go  to  church  on  Sunday, 


And  many  are  afraid  of  God, 
And  more  of  Mrs.  Grundy. 

—Old  Btdlad. 

They  should  go  up  the  Dart  and  Fal 

instead  of  up  the  Rhine, 
And  dip,  spite  Mrs.  Grum/ys  frown,  in 

truly  British  brine. 
In  short,  they  should  resolve  to  see  their 

native  land  right  through, 
Before  they  fly  abroad  to  seek  fresh  scenes 

and  fevers  new. 

—Truth. 

Grunter  (tailors),  an  habitual 
grumbler. 

(Old  cant),  a  bumbailiff,  a  pig. 

Here's /rwM/rr  and  bleater,  with  tib-of-the« 

butt'ry, 
And  margery  prates,  all  dress'd  without 

slutt'ry. 

— R,  Brome :  A  Jovial  Crew. 

(Popular),  a  policeman,  termed 
also  a  "  pig." 

Gmntins^  cheat  (old  cant),  a  pig. 

Gmts  (thieves),  tea. 

Gttddha  (Anglo-Indian),  an  ass.  "  A 
donkey,  literal  and  metaphoricaL 
Hindu  gadhd.  The  coincidence 
of  the  Scotch  '  cuddy,'  has  been 
attributed  to  a  loan  from  Hindi 
through  the  gypsies,  who  were 
the  chief  owners  of  the  animal 
in  Scotland,  where  it  is  not 
common.  On  the  other  hand 
this  is  ascribed  to  a  nickname. 
Cuddy,  for  Cothbert"  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary).  The  only  word 
used  at  present  by  gypsies  in 
England  for  a  donkey,  iajnaila 
OT  myUi, 

Gnerilla  (American  thieves),  a 
name  applied  by  professional 
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Guerilla — Gully. 


gamblers  to  fellows  who  "  skin 
Backers"  (cheat  the  ignorant), 
when  and  where  they  can.  They 
do  not  like  the  regular  gamblers, 
bat  try  to  beat  them  (i.e.,  get 
the  better  of  them),  inform  on 
them,  and  tell  the  Backers  that 
they  have  been  cheated. 

Guess  what  (American),  a  game. 
Also  applied  humorously  to  sob- 
picioos  food,  such  as  sausages. 

Baltimore  has  gyuu  what  socials,  which 
are  well  attended  and  very  popular.  The 
refreshments  probably  consist  of  sausage 
hash  and  mince  pie. 

Guiders  (popular),  reins.  This 
word  seems  to  have  come  from 
the  gypsies,  who  derived  it  in 
turn  from  the  Slavonian  or 
Wallachian  voidaz.  An  English 
gypsy,  on  being  asked  what  he 
supposed  voidaa  meant,  sug- 
gested that  it  was  the  same  as 
vyders  or  reins.  The  French 
for  reins  is  guides, 

Guinea-hen  (old  cant),  aprostitute. 

Guinea-pigs  (Stock  Exchange), 
directors  of  a  public  company. 
(Common),  special  jurymen. 
Also  others  whose  fee  is  a 
guinea,  such  as  doctors,  veteri- 
nary surgeons — 

"Oh,  oh,"cried  Pat,  "how  my  hand  itches, 
Thou  guinea-^t  in  boots  and  breeches. 
To  trounce  thee  well." 

— Combe :  Dr.  Syntax. 

(Anglo-Indian),  a  nickname 
given  to  midshipmen  on  board 
Indiamen  in  the  last  century, 
and  still  occasionally  used. 


Guire  cove  (old  cant),  a  rogne. 
Probably  a  cormption  of  queer 
cove. 

Gniver  (theatrical),  flattery,  art- 
fulness. 

Gulf  (Cambridge),  those  to  whom 
thedegreewas  allowed,  although 
inferior  to  junior  optimes,  bat 
superior  to  poll  men.'  Such  were 
formerly  disqualified  for  the 
classical  tripos. 

Gulf  spin  (American  cadet),  a  man 
who  is  without  principle  of  aay 
kind,  a  worthless  fellow. 

Gull  (common),  one  who  is  easily 
cheated. 

The  most  notorions  geek  and  gull 
That  e'er  invention  played  oo. 
^Skakspeart:  Tweljlk  NigkL 

Hotten  derives  it  from  '*the 
easy  manner  in  which  the  bird 
of  that  name  is  deceived."  In 
French  slang  a  *'  gullible  '*  man 
is  jM'n^oum,  a  bird  more  easily 
deceived  than  the  gMlL  In 
Dutch,  qvJll  means  soft,  g^ood- 
natured,  easy  to  impose  on. 
"  Hy  is  al  te  yutf,"  he  is  far 
too  yielding.  From  gvl^  soft. 
"  De  weg  is  qmI;'  the  road  is 
soft  and  yielding.  To  gvJil^  to 
cheat,  deceive. 

Gull-sharper  (nautical),  one  who 
preys  upon  simple  or  inexpe- 
rienced people  or  *•  gulls." 

Gully  hole  (costers),  the  throat, 
or  gullet ;  termed  also  '*  red 
lane,"  "  gutter  lane."  (Gypsy), 
gyiJlo^  the  throat. 


Gully-raker — Gummy. 


437 


Gnlly-raker  (np-cotmtry  Austra- 
lian), a  cattle- whip.  The  meta- 
phor is  doubtless  that  of  a  man 
walking  down  the  centre  of  a 
gnllj,  and  commanding  both 
sides  of  it  with  his  lash,  like  a 
man  "  covering  "  the  whole  net 
at  lawn  tennis  when  he  stands 
close  np  to  vollej. 

As  the  day  wore  on  they  overtook  bullock  - 
dniys  lurching  along  heavily  in  the  ruts  of 
the  road,  the  little  keg  of  water  at  the  tail- 
board swinging  as  if  it  would  wrench  out 
the  staple  it  hung  by,  and  the  driver  appeal- 
ing occasionally  to  some  bullock  or  other 
by  name,  following  up  his  admonition  by 
a  sweeping  cut  of  his  gulfy-raker^  and  a 
rep<»t  like  a  musket-shot. — A.  C.  Grant: 
Bu*h-L\fe  in  Quiensland, 

Gnlph  or  s^,  to  (oniversity),  to 
disqnaUfj.     Vide  Gulf. 

But  I'm  not  going  to  let  them  gul^h  me 
a  second  time  ;  though,  they  ought  not  to 
plough  a  man  who's  been  at  Harrow.— 
C.  Bede:  Verdant  Grwn. 

Gnlsh  (provincial),  "hold  your 
gulsh"  be  quiet,  hold  your 
tongue. 

Gmn  (University  and  American), 
a  trick,  deception.  "He  was 
speaking  of  the  'moon  hoax* 
which  gummed  so  many  learned 
philosophers."  Also  "  gumma- 
tion."  The  author  of  **  A  Tour 
through  College"  says:  "Our 
reception  to  college  ground  was 
by  no  means  the  most  hospit- 
able, considering  our  unac- 
quaintance  with  the  manners 
of  the  place,  for,  as  poor '  Fresh,* 
we  soon  found  ourselves  subject 
to  all  manner  of  sly  tricks  and 


'gummations*   from   our   pre- 
decessors the  sophs." 

(Common),  abusive  lang^uage, 
chatter. 

There's  no  occasion  to  bows  out  so 
much  unnecessary  £ytm  .  .  .  you  had 
much  better  clap  a  stopper  on  your  tongue. 
-^SmolUtt:  Ptrtgruu  Picklt. 

To  gum,  to  humbug  or  deceive. 

Gnm-Sfam  (Anglo-Indian),  a  kind 
of  small  drum  or  gong.  "We 
had  supposed  this  word  to  be 
an  invention  of  the  late  Charles 
Dickens,  but  it  seems  to  be  a 
real  Indian  or  Anglo-Indian 
word  "  (Anglo- Indian  Glossary). 

Gnmmagy  (common),  to  be  gum- 
magy,  to  be  of  a  snarling,  scold- 
ing disposition.  Dickens  has 
the  character  of  Mrs.  Gunmiage 
in  one  of  his  works,  the  name 
of  whom  he  evidently  coined 
from  this  slang  expression  in 
the  same  way  that  he  gave  the 
surname  of  "  Twist,'*  ».«.,  large 
appetite,  to  Oliver. 

Gummer  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

I  was  given  to  understand  that  the  first 
practice  a  fighting  pup  had  was  with  a 
good  old  gummtr — that  is  to  say,  with 
a  dog  which  had  been  a  good  one  in  his 
day,  but  now  was  old  and  toothless. — 
/.  Greenwood :  Law-Life  Dee^s. 

Gnmmie  (popular),  a  simpleton, 
a  dull-headed  fellow. 

Gtimmy  (popular),  a  person  who 
has  lost  all  his  teeth  and  has 
nothing  but  gums  to  "flash," 
i.e.,  to  show.    (University),  to 
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Gump — Gunner. 


feel  gwBMnyt  to  be  in  a  perspira- 
tion. (Thieves),  ^ncmmjr,  medi- 
cine. 

Gnmp  (American),  a  stupid  person. 
"You  great  gump'* 

Gnmption  (common),  capacity, 
comprehension,  intelligence ; 
rwmgvtmjttion^  g^reat  intelligence 
or  capacity.  Oaum  is  a  York- 
shire word  for  comprehension 
or  understanding.  Oumption  is 
a  recognised  word  in  Lowland 
Scotch,  and  not  considered  to 
be  slang. 

Gumptions  (common),  conceited. 

There's  gumption  and  gumptimut 
Gumption  is  knowing ;  but  when  I  say 
that  sum  un  is  gumptious^  I  mean  .  .  . 
sum  un  who  does  not  think  small  beer  of 
h\s»tV[.—Lytton :  Mj^  Navel. 

Gnm-smasher  (popular),  a  den- 
tist. 

They  were  fiasKtt^  and  proposed  to 
celebrate  the  occurrence  by  having  a  few 
of  her  less  showy  molars  uprooted  at  his 
expense.  When  the  gum-snuuher  had 
got  to  work  he  found  it  was  rather  a 
tougher  job  than  be  had  anticipated.— 
Sporting  Times. 

Gnmsncker  (Australian  popular), 
a  young  Australian  ** native" 
(white),  so  called,  it  is  said, 
from  their  habit  of  eating  the 
grum  of  the  wattle  tree,  an 
acacia  gum  very  much  resem- 
bling, in  its  astringent  qualities 
and  its  general  appearance,  the 
gum  arable  of  coumierce. 

Our  colonial  lads  showed  their  right  to 
the  aq>pellation  of  gununcktr  by  diewing 
the  transparent  lumps  that  depended  from 


the  ulver-wattles,  ooe  of  the  prettiai  of 
cor  iDdigenoas  acacias.  — 7*.  Z.  Wmkz 
"  An  Rg/ediHam  U  Hmltt  Gmp,'*  im  tkg 
"  AuttmHem  Prinitffe  K§€pmher 

Gtitnuncl:.  to  (Amerioaa),  to  hum- 
bug  or  deceive. 

Gam-tickler  (common),  a  dentist 

Gum-tree  (nautical),  **  he  has  seen 
his  last  gum-tret^  it  is  all  up 
with  him. 

Gui  (popular),  a  thief,  an  abbre- 
viation of  ''gonqph,**  which 
see. 


And  thu  hert  artful  dodger 

A  very  artful /SMS, 
He  sneaked  the  heart  of  Radwl  and 

Otioe  more  poor  Roger's  done. 
— r.  Brtwtu  :  Fmht  Rackd. 

(American),  to  gvnt  to  make 
a  violent  effort,  to  tiy  hard  to 
produce  an  effect.  "'Gunning  a 
stock,' *' says  Bartlett,  *<  is  to  use 
every  art  to  produce  a  *  break,* 
when  it  is  known  that  a  certain 
house  is  heavily  supplied,  and 
would  be  unable  to  resist  an 
attack."  As  it  is  a  New  York 
word,  it  may  possibly  be  allied 
to  the  Dutch  gima^  which  means 
a  violent  push,  or  attack.  As 
the  word  implies  secretly  ob- 
taining information,  or  finding 
out,  it  may  also  be  derived  from 
the  old  Riiglish  ^im,  which  has 
the  same  meaning. 

Gtrnned    (American    detective), 
examined. 

Gmmer  (army),  an  artOlery  offi- 
cer. 


Gunny — Guts. 
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A  welMcnown  ^««Mrr,  Lieut.  •Col. , 

has  left  England  for  India  to  take  up  a 
command.— rii|#  World, 

Gnimy,  gunny-basT  (Anglo-In- 
dian), a  sack,  sacking.  In  Eng- 
lish gypsy  gone  or  gwmio  is 
also  a  bag  of  any  kind.  In 
Italian  gonna  is  a  petticoat. 

Gmister  (tnrf ).     VidLe  To  Gun. 

Gup  (Anglo-Indian),  the  common 
word  among  Buropeans  in  India 
for  prattle,  gossip,  or  tittle- 
tattle. 

The  native  ladies  sit  on  their  cushions 
from  day  to  day,  with  no  other  amuse- 
ment than  hearing  the  gn^-gu^^  or  gossip 
of  the  place.— i/rr.  Sk^rwaotTs  Autobto- 
irmpky, 

Gnny  (American  fishermen),  de- 
composed spoiled  crude  oil, 
made  from  the  livers  of  cod  or 
other  fish  (Bartlett).  Bancid 
oiL  In  Dutch,  goor  means 
spoiled,  as  gw»r  mdky  spoiled  or 
turned  milk.  The  oil  is  nsed 
for  coarse  work,  lubricating 
wheels,  and  by  tanners. 

Gnrtsej  (American  cadet),  a  stout, 
short  man,  a  "fatty."  The 
epithet  is  generally  applied  at 
West  Point  to  the  fattest  man 
in  a  class. 

Gosh  (common),  exaggerated  show 
of  sentiment,  or  manifestation 
of  approvaL 

The  Endacott  perjury  has  ended,  and 
very  properly,  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 
The  charge  ought  never  to  have  been 
made,  and  would  not  have  been  but  for 
that  absurd  quality  of  gtuh  which  is  in- 


herent in  the  English  nation.  It  is  this 
ever-present  g%uh  which  blinds  so  many 
people  to  common-sense. — Sp&riing  Times* 

Cosher  (common),  one  overflow- 
ing with  sentiment,  with  exag- 
gerated manifestations  of  ap- 
proval, a  rhapsodiser. 

She  was  a  gushing  school-girl,  with  the 
idea  of  matrimony  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
poetic  bliss.  .  .  . 

'*  When  your  husband  comes  home  from 
his  toil,"  she  asked,  "  does  he  not  woo 
jrou  to  rest  with  honeyed  words?*' 

"Well,  I  don't  know  about  honeyed 
words;  last  night  all  he  could  say  was, 
*  M'ria,  if  you  can't  untie  the  knots  in 
these  laces  I  shall  go  to  bed  in  my  boots, 
same  as  I  did  last  Saturday.' " 

lliat  gusMsf^s  matrimo«ual  enthusiasm 
is  quenched. — Sporting  Timts. 

Gnshins^  (common).  According 
to  feminine  interpretation,  the 
word  gwiking  answers  to  the 
French  phrase,  "  trop  expansif ," 
and  is  more  often  used  in  a 
repellent  than  in  a  laudatory 
sense,  being  habitually  applied 
to  overstrained  professors  of  at- 
tachment, or  exaggerated  mani- 
festations of  approval. 

Gut,  to  (schools),  to  eat  more  than 
is  good  for  one. 

Guts  Cold),  to  "  have  guU  in  the 
brain,*'  to  have  sense. 

Quoth  Ralpho,  truly  that  is  no 
Hard  matter  for  a  man  to  do 
That  has  but  osij  guts  in's  brain. 

— Hudibrms. 

(Artists),'*  no  ^tit<  in  it."  The 
expression  is  pretty  general,  but 
it  is  more  specially  used  by  artists 
to  announce  their  opinion  that 
there  is  nothing  in  a  picture. 
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Gutter — GyfH'khdna. 


Gutter  (Winchester  College),  a 
purl  into  the  water  made  bj 
the  violent  con^ct  of  a  bather's 
body  with  the  water  when  he 
falls  on  his  stomach.  French 
schoolboys  call  this  "  piqner  nn 
plat  -  ventre."  (Binders),  the 
white  space  between  the  pages, 
of  a  book.  (Common),  to  "lap 
the  gxiXUr^*  to  be  in  the  last 
stage  of  intoxication. 

Gutter -duuinter  (common),  a 
street  singer. 

Gutter  lane  (popular),  the  urinaL 

Gutter-prowler  (thieves),  a  street 
thief. 

Gutter-slush  or  snipe  (popular),  a 
vagabond  child  who  prowls  in 
the  streets,  sent  out  by  his 
parents  to  beg,  if  he  have  any, 
or  begging  on  his  own  account 
if  he  have  none. 

Guttle-shop  (Rugby),  a  pastry- 
cook's or  tuck  shop. 

We  can  hardly  bring  our  pen  to  write 
this  word  "pastrycook"  as  a  substitute 
for  the  long-established  and  well-known, 
though  perhaps  inelegant,  name  by  which 
we  knew  such  ^Skxxsr—guitlt'shcps, — R€' 
collections  of  Rugby, 

Guy  (thieves),  an  escape ;  to  "  do 
a  ^wy,"  or  to  guy^  to  run  away, 
to  escape. 

Still  it  is  the  constant  burden  of  their 
thoughts — "How  to  do  a  guyV*  f^gy*y 
means  to  escape.  The  primal  difficulty  is 
the  want  of  clothes. — Evening  News, 

From  Dutch  sailor-slang,  in 
which  gy  seems  to  indicate  speed 


as  of  the  wind.  *'  (Ty-wind,"  an 
arid  dry  wind.  Or  a  coimption 
of  go,  (Theatrical),  to  fpty  is 
to  condemn  a  new  play  or  an 
actor. 

Lo !  **brillUm  "  stolU  and  solid  pit 
In  judgment  on  a  new  play  sit. 
Some  guy  the  poor  playmaker's  facts 
Between  the  acts — between  the  acts. 

— Fum, 

(General),  Kguy,  an  ill-dressed 
person,  a  person  of  queer  dress 
or  looks.  From  the  effigy  of 
Guy  Fawkes,  carried  about  by 
street  boys  on  5th  of  Novem- 
ber. (Common),  to  puy,  to  dis- 
tort. 

Gyg^er  or  jig^r  (thieves),  a  door. 
Grose  has  gigger^  a  latch  or 
door ;  "  dub  the  gigger,**  open 
the  door ;  **  gigger  dubber,"  the 
turnkey  of  a  prison.  A  door, 
being  for  a  thief  an  obstacle  to 
be  overcome,  must  be  connected 
in  his  mind  with  the  divers  noises 
it  creates  when  forced  open, 
i.«.,  the  creaking  of  the  hinges, 
clatter  of  bolts,  grinding  of  keys 
in  the  lock.  Hence  the  probable 
origin  of  gigger  or  jigger,  from 
the  provincialism  to  "gig,"  to 
make  a  noise.  French  rogues 
call  a  door  or  gate  une  lourde, 
a  prison  door  being  for  them  a 
h  eavy  obstacle.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  jigger  is  a  form  of 
the  gypsy  sUgga,  a  gate. 

Gym-khana  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
club  or  casino,  including  a  skat- 
ing-rink, lawn -tennis  ground, 
and  other  amusements.  It  was, 
according  to  the  Anglo-Indian 


Gym-khana — Had. 


441 


Glossary,  unknown  twenty-five 
years  ago.  The  word  was  in- 
vented in  the  Bombay  Pre- 
sidency, and  was  probably  based 
upon  gend'khana,  "ball-house," 
the  name  usually  given  in  Hindu 
to  an  English  racket-court.  It 
is  also  a  colonial  term  signify- 
ing a  race-meeting  got  up  by 
the  military  for  gentlemen 
riders. 

Gyp  (Cambridge),  a  college  ser- 
vant. Said  to  be  derived  from 
yp^^,  a  vulture,  in  reference  to 
the  said  servant's  liberal  inter- 
pretation of  perquisites.     This 


has  now  become  a  somewhat 
unfair  description. 

At  Cambridge^/,  at  Oxford  *'  scout," 
Collegians  call  the  idle  tout. 
Who  brushes  clothes,  on  errands  runs. 
Absorbs  their  tips  and  keeps  off  duns. 
— C.  Bedg :  Verdant  Green. 

A  more  probable  derivation 
is  from  gypty,  which  has  given 
gipy  a  thief. 

Gyro-twistiTe  (American),  full  of 
evasions  and  tricks. 

Now  Twine  was  a  gyro-twisthf*  cuss  as 

ever  you  did  know. 
And  mit  some  of  his  circumswindles  b« 

fix  de  matter  so. 

^Tfu  Breitnumn  Ballads. 


A  B  B  E  N,     hobben 

(gypsy),  food,  meal. 
*  *  Pfoaco  mi  -  dtivel 
for  a  kOshto  hfib- 
benl "  thank  my  Lord 
for  a  good  meal ! 

Hackamore  (American,  Western), 
a  head-stall  for  a  horse.  "  She 
went  with  only  a  hauckamort  to 
bring  back  a  couple  of  ponies 
that  were  straying." 

Squito  shot  off  at  a  tangent  on  the 
broncho  she  was  riding,  with  only  a  hacka- 
more or  head-stall,  to  bring  back  a  couple 
of  ponies  that  were  straying  from  the  bunctu 
— F.  Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasin, 

Hackle  (popular),  pluck ;  "to  show 
hackle"  to  be  willing  to  fight. 
*'  Hackles  "  are  the  long  feathers 
on  the  back  of  a  cock's  neck 


which  he  erects  when  angry 
(Hotten). 

Hack,  to  (football).  "Hacking" 
is  a  term  used  at  football  to 
indicate  an  irregular  and  savage 
practice,  no  proper  part  of  the 
game,  and  now  falling  into  desue- 
tude. 


Had,  can't  be  (London  slang),  not 
to  be  taken  in. 

While  rambling  once  not  far  from  here,  I 
observed  on  turning  round 

A  man  stoop  and  pretend  to  pick  up  some- 
thing from  the  ground ; 

He  comes  to  me  and  then  says  he,  "  Will 
you  buy  this  gold  ring  ?  " 

Said  I,  "  My  lad,  I  can'i  be  kad-l  see  it's 
no  such  thing." 

— Song:  Thafs  a  Game  best 
left  Alone. 
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Haddock — Hair-fm. 


Haddock  (popular),  a  pune.  The 
term  probably  belonged  origin- 
ally to  fish-hawkers. 

Haddocks  (Stock  Bzohange), 
Great  North  of  Scotland  Ordi- 
nary Stock. 

Had  it,  or  hlsn,  on  toast,  did  him 

thoroughly,  completely  finished 
him.  (Popnlar),  all  served  up, 
all  ready,  prepared. 

I  loved  her,  that  was  clear, 
And  oh,  ske  hmd  m*  on  Uast,  she  had. 
For  I  bought  her  a  diamond  ring, 
Then  the  very  next  day  she  bolted  away 
With  Charley  the  masher  king. 

—BMiUdby  T,  F,  Robt<m. 

Hagf  (Winchester  College),  an 
ungracious  epithet  applied  to  a 
matron. 

Haggler  (costermongers).  The 
haggler  is  to  the  fruit  and  vege- 
table markets  what  the  *'  Bum- 
maree  "  is  to  the  fish  market — a 
jobber  and  speculator. 

Hair  (common),  "  keep  your  hair 
on,"  do  not  be  excited,  keep 
your  temper ;  varied  to  '*  keep 
your  shirt  on." 

With  the  most  perfect  good  temper  the 
new«comer  answered  the  expostulations  of 
the  fat  woman  with  a  "  Keep  yer  A«/r  on, 
Uazxr— Snorting  Timus, 

**  To  take  a  kair  of  the  dog 
that  bit  you,"  to  take  a  dram 
in  the  morning  after  a  too  free 
indulgence  in  liquor  on  the  pre- 
vious evening. 

But  be  sure,  oyer  night  if  the  dog  do 
you  bite, 
You  take  it  henceforth  for  a  warning, 


Soon  as  out  of  your  bed,  to  Mttfoyoar 

Take  a  A««r  of  his  tail  in  the  monung. 
^Hiliom  :  CaUh  tJUi  CtUek  Cmm, 

It  is  sometimes  applied  to 
other  homoBopathio  prooeedings 
(O.  Davies). 

Holding  with  most  of  our  poets  a  Tagne 
notion  that  her  woes  were  to  be  cnred 
by  a  **km»r  of  the  dog  who  bit  her," 
vis.,  by  homceopathic  6ome%,—KimgtUy : 
Tw0  Yean  Age, 

The  saying,  which  has  be- 
come a  recognised  phrase,  pro- 
bably originated  in  a  belief 
that  a  dog  bite  could  be  cured 
by  an  application  of  the  animal's 
hair  to  the  wound,  or  it  may 
be  a  version  of  the  saying, 
*'  Similia  similibus  curantur." 
The  French  have  the  common 
phrase,  ''reprendre  du  poil  de 
labdte." 

Hair-pin  (American),  a  man.  This 
odd  expression  became  popular 
about  1880.  It  is  derived  from 
a  fancied  resemblance  of  the 
human  figure  to  a  double-tined 
hair-pin,  just  as  in  Shakspeare's 
time  a  thin  man  was  compared 
to  a  forked  radish.  In  America 
the  simile  is  popularly  extended 
to  clothes-pegs  and  tongt.  It 
is  heard  most  frequently  in  the 
form,  **  That's  the  kind  of  hair- 
fin  I  am." 

Aye,  that  is  just  the  kair^^fn. 

I  am,  and  that's  my  line ; 
And  here  is  twenty  dollars 

I've  brought  to  pay  my  fine. 

Tis  glorious  when  heroes 
Go  in  to  right  thefar  wroocs ; 


Half. 
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But  if  yoo're  only  hair-pint^ 
Oh,  then,  beware  of  tongs  ! 

Half  an  eye  (naatic&I),  **  seeing 
with  half  an  eye,**  disoerning 
easily. 

Half-a-smprise  (London  slang),  a 
black  eje.  From  a  music-hall 
song. 

Half-baked,  soft- baked  (pro- 
Tincialism),  lacking  in  intelli- 
gence. The  French  equivalent 
for  this  is,  *'  II  n'a  pas  la  tdte 
bien  cuite." 

He  treated  his  cousin  as  a  sort  of  harm* 
less  lunatic,  and  as  they  say  in  Devon, 
half-baked,^  C,  KingsUy:  Westward  Ho. 

Half-bord  (old  cant),  a  sixpence. 

Half-fly  flats  (thieves'  slang), 
roughs  ready  to  be  hired  to  do 
the  dirty  work  of  thieves. 

Half -grown  shad  (American), 
stupid  fellow.  As  the  Germans 
say,  ''  Nicht  mehr  Verstand  als 
ein  Rekrut  im  Mutterleibe," 
no  more  intelligence  than  an 
unborn  recruit 

No  more  interlect  than  a  half-grown 
thad.—Neal:  Chartoai  Sketches. 

He  said  it  with  a  simple  tone  and  gave 

a  simple  smile. 
You    never   saw  a    half-grown   shad 

onc'half  so  void  of  guile. 

—fhe  Green  Old  Mem, 

Half-man  (nautical),  a  landsman 
or  boy  in  a  coaster  not  deserv- 
ing the  pay  of  a  "  full  man.' 
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Half-marrows  (nautical),  incom. 
petent  seamen. 


Half-moon  (old  cant),  a  periwig. 

Half-monming  (common),  *'  to 
have  one's  eye  in  half-mourning,** 
to  have  a  black  eye.  Latterly 
termed  *'  half  a  surprise,"  from 
a  music  hall  song,  "  Oh  I  what 
a  surprise." 

Half-past  kissing  time,  it's  (popu- 
lar), an  impudent  answer  often 
made  by  a  man  or  boy  to  a  girl 
who  asks  him  what  o'clock  it  is. 

ifs  ha^-^t  kissing  timet  uid  time  to 

kiss  again, 
For  time  is  always  on  the  move,  and 

will  still  remain ; 
No  matter  what  the  hour  is,  you  may 

rely  on  this, 
It's  always  half-past  kissing  time,  and 

time  again  to  kiss ! 

— G.  Antkony:  BaUmd, 

Such  phrases  as  the  above  are 
generally  snatches  of  popular 
songs,  or  are  often  embodied  in 
them. 

Half  rocked(popular),  half-witted, 

silly. 

Half  seas  over  (common),  half  or 
indeed  wholly  drunk.  Common 
at  first  among  sailors,  it  has  now 
spread  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  licensed  Victuallers  have  presented 
a  second  life-boat  to  the  R.N.L.I.  Of 
course  she  will  be  manned  by  a  cork's- 
crew,  who,  though  they  may  be  sometimes 
half  seas  over,  we  trust  may  never  be 
whole  seas  under.  The  L.  V.'s,  noC  be- 
lieving in  water  themselves,  do  their  level 
best— their  spirit  level  beat— to  save  others 
from  it.— Ftttt, 

Half  'on  (common),  an  abbrevia- 
tion for  half  a  glass  of  whisky 
and  water. 
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Hall — Handicap. 


North  of  the  Tweed  you  get  a  "  sma' 
'an/'  but  there  is  not  about  this  the  deli- 
cate  suggestiveness  of  a  Aa/f  'urn.  When 
Drew,  and  Romano,  and  Charlie  Moore, 
not  to  mention  the  Gallery  and  the  Rain- 
bow, start  good  little  whiskies  at  twopence 
a  time,  there  will  be  great  times  in  Fleet 
Street  and  the  Strand. — Spirting  Tim4s. 

Hall  (University),  a  general  term 
for  the  common  dinner  served 
in  the  college  halls  at  a  univer- 
sity.   Hence  the  verb  "  to  haU" 

Ha-loy  (pidgin  Cantonese),  come 
down !  "  Ha-loy y  you  fella'  top- 
side dat  go-down  ha-loy  f  hab 
got  one  piecee  talkee  f o*  yon  ear- 
hear." 

Halves  (Winchester  College),  half 
Wellington  boots.  They  are 
non  licet. 

Ham  (American),  a  loafer. 

Ham-cases  (thieves),  trousers ; 
called  also  "  hams." 

Hamlet  (American),  a  captain  of 
police. 

Hammer  (commony,  an  enormous 
falsehood,  synonymous  with 
"  clincher,"  and  **  crammer." 
In  Scottish  parlance,  accord- 
ing to  Robert  Bums,  sometimes 
called  a  "  rousing  whid,"  or  in 
the  London  vernacular  a  "whop- 
per," a  "rapper,"  a  "good  'un," 
in  contradistinction  to  a  petty 
falsehood,  called  by  ladies  and 
children  a  '*  taradiddle." 

Hammer-headed  (common), 
stupid,  dull,  obtuse.    Possibly 


derived  from  the  common  yid- 
dish  slang,  Juimmdr,  an 


Hammering  (printers).  This  is  a 
slang  expression  used  by  com- 
positors to  indicate  overcluuqg- 
ing  time  work — to  charge  more 
"  hours  "  than  actuaUy  engaged 
on  a  particular  job  or  work  and 
thus  cheating. 

Hammersmith  (popular>,  *'  he  has 
been  at  ffammenmUh,'*  he  has 
received  a  terrific  thrashing. 

Hammer,  to  (Stock  Exchange), 
to  declare  one  a  defaulter. 

But  when  the  members  fadi. 
Why,  then  the  dealers  quail, 
For  it  sets  the  kammrr  working  up 
and  down. 

— Atkm :  Haus*  Scraps, 

To  beat,  ill-treat. 

A  fellow  as  ever  broke  bread. 
As  fly  as  a  cop,  he  could  hatttnur  a  slop. 
— Spcrfing  Times, 

Hampstead  Heath  sailor  (popu- 
lar), a  term  of  ridicule — no 
sailor  at  alL  What  the  French 
call  "marin  d'eau  douce,"  or 
"  amiral  Suisse." 

Hams  shrunk  (tailors),  sides  of 
trousers  shrunk  at  thigh. 

Hand-em-down  (provincial),  a 
Northamptonshire  term  for  a 
second-hand  garment.  Corres- 
ponds to  the  French  *'d^ro- 
chez-moi  9a.' 
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Handicap,  to  (common).  This 
term,  as  used  in  racing,  is  a  re* 
cognised  word.  Itiaalsoosedin 


Handle — Hang. 
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a  metaphoric  sense  to  signify 
to  make  even,  to  equalise  the 
chances. 

Handle  (common),  a  person  with 
a  title  is  said  to  have  a  handle 
to  his  name.  This  is  a  very 
common  and  now  recognised 
phrase. 

Hand-me-down  place  (tailors), 
a  repairing  tailor's,  now  often 
styled  a  *  *  never  -  too  -  late  -  to- 
mend  shop." 

The  cut  of  his  coat  makes  me  weary  t 
Regular  hand-me-downs ^  and  no  mis- 
take— ugh— how  can  he  expect  the  world 
to  swallow  that  necktie? — Deiroit  Frtt 
Press, 

Hand  out  (American),  an  ex- 
pression fully  explained  in  the 
following  extract  from  **The 
Western  Avemus,  or  Toil  and 
Travel  in  Further  North  Ame- 
rica," by  Morley  Roberts  —  a 
work  which  should  be  read  by 
every  one  before  attempting  to 
"  rough  it  ••  in  the  "  West "  :— 
"  Up  to  this  time  they  had  always 
given  us  our  meals  in  the  tents 
with  knives  and  forks  and  plates 
(separately),  but  here  the  cooks 
brought  out  a  huge  can  of  soup, 
some  potatoel,  great  lumps  of 
boiled  beef,  a  pile  of  plates,  and 
a  bucket  of  knives  and  forks. 
A  chorus  of  growls  rose  up  from 
us  on  all  sides.  .  .  .  Some  of  the 
boys  said  it  was  a  regular  hand 
out,  and  that  we  looked  like  a 
crowd  of  old  bummers.  Bum- 
mers is  the  American  for  beggars, 
and  a  hand  ou^  is  a  portion  of 
food  handed  out  to  a  bummer 


or  a  tramp  at  the  door  when  he 
is  not  asked  inside." 

Handsaw  (popular),  a  street 
hawker  of  knives  and  razors. 

Handseller  (popular),  a  street  or 
open-air  vendor. 

Handsome,  Americanism  for 
grand  or  beautiful,  "  The  Falls 
of  Niagara  are  one  of  the 
handtomest  things  in  the  United 
States."  "Yes  I  indeed,  they  are 
very  degant,**  A  similar  abuse 
of  the  adjective  is  to  be  found 
in  such  vulgar  phrases  as  "  The 
cheese  is  magnificent**  **  The 
butter  was  tplendid,*  "The  eggs 
were  first- rate,''  "The  whole 
thing  was  marvellous"  "The 
liquor  was  glorious"  "  The  bread 
was  beautiful"  or  "What  a  grand 
old  time  we  had  of  it." 

Handsome  as  a  last  year's  corpse 

(American),  a  sarcastic  compli- 
ment (C.  Leland  Harrison :  MS. 
Americanisms). 

Handsomely  (nautical),  gently. 

Handsomely    over    the    bricks 

(nautical),  go  cautiously,  have 
a  care. 

Handsprings  (popular),  to  chuck 
handsprings,  to  throw  somer- 
saults. 

Hang^  (common),  "not  to  care  a 
hang,"  synonymous  with  "not  to 
care  a  fig. "  Hang,  or  "hang  it  I " 
denotes  that  the  speaker  does 
not  care,  is  vexed,  or  disap- 
pointed. 
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Hangers — Hang. 


And  there   Imy  the   rider  we  thon^t 

couldn't  fail ; 
Ah !  Captain  Lee  Barber  I  we're  broke 

and  want  bail : 
The  Frenchmen  are  beaten  'tif  true; 

but,  oh,  hang! 
We  hadn't  a  bob  on  that  beast  Parasang. 

Snorting  Timet, 

Hanc^ers  (popular),  gloves,  gene- 
rally well  worn,  carried  in  the 
hand,  bnt  never  put  on. 

Hans^  •  it  -  out,  to  (printers),  to 
"skulk"  on  a  job — not  to  do 
justice  when  on  time  work. 

Hans:  it  up,  to  (American),  to 
charge  to  one's  account,  to  put 
down  to  credit,  to  chalk  it  be- 
hind the  door.  Also  English, 
hang  it  up,  slate  it. 

Hang:  of  a  things,  to  g^t  or  have 

the  (English  and  American),  to 
become  familiar  with,  to  leam 
the  art,  manner,  or  way  of 
managing  or  using  anything. 
*'I  am  bad  at  my  lessons  just 
now,'*  said  a  new  pupil  apolo- 
getically, "  but  I  expect  to 
do  well  as  soon  as  Fve  got 
the  hang  of  the  school-house.** 
Bartlett  derives  this,  very  in- 
geniously, from  the  adjusting 
of  tools  to  their  handles,  which 
is  known  as  hanging ;  but  hang- 
ing in  the  sense  of  dependence, 
relationship,  and  adjustment, 
seems  to  be  common  in  the 
Indo-European  languages,  if  not 
in  all  others. 

lliough  they  ain't  goi  ikt  *aMg  of  it, 
Charlie,  the  toffi  ain't,— no  go  and 
no  spice ! 


Why,  I'd  back  Barney 
sing-song  to  lidc  '< 


Gmmp  St  OBT 
two  tunes  oat 


o  twice. 


—Pumck, 


Hangf-off  (printers),  an  esprenlon 
used  to  convey  a  rejection  or 
avoidance  of  anything  objec- 
tionable. To  "keep  off"  or 
"  fight  shy  '*  of  anything. 

Hans:  out  (University),  a  feasting, 
an  entertainment. 

I  remember  the  date  from  the  Fourth  of 
July  occurring  just  afterwards,  which  I 
celebrated  by  a  kamcemt, — Bristed:  Five 
Years. 

Used  as  a  verb,  it  signifies  to 
treat,  to  have  or  possess,  also  to 
dwell ;  "  from  the  ancient  cus- 
tom," says  Hotten,  '*  of  iMmging 
out  signs.'* 

"I  say,  old  boy,  where  do  you  hetmg 
out  t "  Mr.  Pickwick  replied  that  he  was 
at  present  suspended  at  the  George  and 
Vuitnn.— Dickens:  PickwicJt  Papers. 

**  Ce  bon  Edonard  "  used  to  Aeutg  ettt— 
and  hang  up— in  a  cold  and  bam-like «/r/Kr 
in  the  Rue  d' Amsterdam. — Bird  e'  Free- 
aetn. 

Httngt  to  (popular  and  sporting), 
to  be  in  a  desperate  state.  Said 
when  a  man  cannot  turn  one 
way  or  the  other.  Dutch, "  tus- 
schen  kangen  en  wuigen,"  to  be 
between  hanging  and  strang- 
ling. (American),  "  it  all  hangs 
on  him,"  it  all  depends  on  him. 
In  Dutch,  '*  De  zaak  hangt  aan 
hem." 

Hang  np  4  biU,  to  (politidans), 
explained  by  qaoti|tion. 

To  AoN^  te^  «  ^i?  is  to  pass  through  one 
or  more  oif  itt  ttagei,  and  then  to  lay  it 


Hang — Hap. 
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aside,  and  defer  its  further  connderation 
for  a  more  or  less  indefinite  period.~-Or»* 
AiU  Mngasine* 

Han^  np  hia  hat  (common),  to 
make  one*B  self  permanently  at 
home,  to  board  and  lodge  in  a 
house. 

I  said,  "  Mrs.  Jones,  may  I  keuig  up  my 

Aaif" 
She  replied,  "  Mr.  Sponge,  I  don't  know 

about  that." 

—Camic  Song'. 

Hang  up  one*s  fiddle,  to  (Ameri* 
<2&Q)f  to  give  np  business,  to 
resign,  to  desist,  to  retire  from 
public  into  private  life. 

When  a  man  loses  his  temper,  and  ain't 
cool,  he  might  as  well  Aang^  u/  kisJldJie. 
— Sam  Slick. 

If  a  man  at  forty-two  b  not  in  a  fair 
way  to  get  a  fair  share  of  the  world's 
spoils,  he  might   as  well    hang'   tt/    his 
JtddU. — Dtm't  SetTtums. 

(Common),  **  to  hang  up  one*8 
fiddle  anywhere,"  to  adapt  one's 
self  to  circumstances. 

Hangf  up,  to  (thieves),  to  rob  with 
violence.  American  thieves  use 
the  expression  *  *  hold  up.' '  Pro- 
bably from  hoisting  a  man  on 
one's  back,  by  means  of  a  rope 
round  his  neck,  while  an  ac- 
complice robs  him.  French 
thieves  call  this  mode  of  robbery 
'*  la  faire  au  p^e  Fran9ois." 

Hink  (gypsy),  a  well. 

Hankin  (trade),  trickery.  To 
make  common  work  appear  to 
be  the  best  quality. 

Hanky-panky,  adroit  substitu- 
tion, palming,   sleight^f-hand 


in  legerdemain.  The  g^ypsiea 
use  huekeny  and  hunky  to  signify 
'deceit.  In  Hindustuii,  the  par- 
ent of  g^ypsy,  hoggUf  pronounced 
hoeku  or  honkUf  with  the  suffix 
baue  (a  box),  means  legerde- 
main. In  gypsy,  huekeny  pokee, 
or  ponkeCf  means  the  adroit 
substitution  by  sleight-of-hand 
of  a  bundle  containing  lead  or 
stones  for  another  containing 
money  or  valuables. 

Hanky-panky  and  hocns-pocns  are  each 
one  half  almost  pure  Hindustani. —  The 
English  Gypsiss  a$td  their  Langnagt, 

Hanky-panky  bloke  or  pile   o' 

(theatrical),  a  conjuror. 


Hanky-spanky  (popular),  dash- 
ing, in  dashing  style;  refers 
specially  to  garments. 

Hansom  (coster),  a  chop. 

Hant,  hannt  (American),  a  ghost. 
It  is  possibly  the  Malay  word 
hant,  an  evil  spirit. 


"  It  miut  be  Beck's  haunt^"  suggested 
one.  "  Sure  as  I'm  born,"  said  the 
preacher,  "  it  does  look  like  a  ghost." — 
— A  talanta  Constitution :  Georgia  Ghost 
Stories. 

But  dem  unz  hanis.  Witches  is  dere 
yer  kinder  fokes  wat  kim  drap  dere  body 
and  change  inter  a  cat  en  a  wolf. — UncU 
Remus. 

Han-tun  (pidgin),  one  hundred. 

Hi4>  harlot,  a  jocose  term  for 
a  woman's  under-g^arments. 
Wrap'ra$eal  is  a  similarly 
facetious  term  for  a  man*s  over- 
coat. Hap 'harlot  has  been 
modified  or  corrupted  into  hap" 
parlet. 
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Hdporih — Hard. 


Ha'porth  o'  coppers  (legal), 
Habeas  Corpus. 

Hi^ipen  on  it,  to  (American),  to 
meet  with  anything  by  chance 
or  accidentally.  This  phrase, 
like  *'to  happen  in,"  i.&,  "to 
happen  to  call  in,"  "  to  drop  in 
on  by  accident,"  is  evidently 
derived  from  the  regular  verb 
"to  happen,"  but  it  is  worth 
noting  that  in  Dntoh  "happtn 
means  to  snatch,  or  snap. 

Yer  oughter  hev  kupptntd  tkromgk  here 
with  that  instnimint  ^  youm  about  that 
time*  young  feller;  yer  might  her  kept 
as  full  as  a  tick,  till  they  war  busted. — 
Thomax  SUvtnt :  Anmtut  tkt  World  cm 
m  BkycU. 

Hipper,  hipper  (gypsy),  to  carry 
away.  Boppercort,  a  policeman 
(one  who  carries  away). 

Happy-go-lucky  (common),  given 
as  a  slang  term  by  Hotten  and 
others,  but  to  be  found  in 
English  dictionaries  of  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century  as  a  recognised  term 
under  the  form  *•  happy -be - 
lucky,"  at  hazard,  go  as  it 
will.  French  slang,  "va  comme 
je  te  pousse." 

Happy  retoma  (Australian  popu- 
lar), throwing  up  one's  food. 
If  a  person  feels  sick,  feels  his 
"  dinner  in  his  mouth,"  as  Eng- 
lish people  say,  he  will  say  that 
"  he  has  the  happy  returni" 

Hard  (roughs  and  thieves),  for 
hard  labour. 


•  .  .  And  then  do  his  month's  h^ri  oo 
hk  head.-vS>0r<MV'  Tmmv. 

(American  rhyming  slang), 
hard  coal,  silver  and  gold,  hard- 
ware, false  coin,  haid  metaL 

Hard  bargain  (nautical),  a  lasy 
fellow,  a  skulker. 

Hard  case  (American),  a  very 
common  old-fashioned  expres- 
sion for  a  worthless,  shameless 
man,  or  any  one  from  whom 
nothing  good  can  be  expected. 
One  may  sometimes  see  in 
**  stores  "  lists  of  hard  catet  hung 
up,  ie.,  of  defaulting  debtors. 

A  petrified  body  has  been  discovered  in 
Ohio.  It  is  not  the  first  Jkard  cms*  that 
has  come  to  light  in  that  oomoioawealth. 
—Detrvit  Frt*  Prus, 

(Nautical),  a  bullying,  cruel 
officer. 

Hard  cheese  (Royal  Military 
Academy),  varied  sometimes  to 
"  what  cheese  I "  or  **  fromage." 
Vide  Chkese. 

Hardening  market  (commercial). 
The  market  is  said  to  harden 
from  the  purchaser's  point  of 
view  when  prices  advance. 
Also  used  when  one's  chances 
of  success  are  decreasing. 

Take  it  all  together,  his  life  was  becoming 
a  mockery  and  a  misery.  The  matrimonial 
market  was  kareUtdng  against  hioL— 
Mcotukine, 

I,e,^  the  possibility  of  marriage 
was  decreasing. 

Hard  horse  (nautical),  a  tyran- 
nical officer. 


Hard. 
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Hard  lines  (common),  ill  lack, 
hardship. 

*Ard  lines f  ain't  it,  Charlie,  old  hoyster? 
A  barney's  a  barney,  dear  boy, 

And  you  know  that  a  squeeze  and  a  sky- 
lark b  wot  I  did  always  enjoy, 

A  street-rush  is  somethink  splendacious  to 
fellers  of  sperrit  like  me. 

But  dints  and  diakkylum  plaster  will  spile 
the  best  sport,  don'tcher  see. 

— Punch, 

Hard-mouthed  mi*  (popular),  an 
obstinate  person,  or  one  difficult 
to  deal  with. 

Hard  neck  (tailors),  a  great 
amount  of  cheek  and  impu- 
dence. 

Hard  or  soft  drinks  (American). 
In  the  United  States  anj  liquor 
which  is  decidedly  intoxicating 
is  called  hard,  while  soda-water, 
lemonade,  root-beer,  ginger- 
beer,  and  the  like,  are  toft. 
Likewise  the  French  call  these 
respectively  raide,  and  doux. 

Hard  row  to  hoe  (American),  a 
very  common  phrase  to  express 
a  hard  task. 

Captain  Ben  sighed.  I  thought  nu'be 
you  was  having  a  hard  rvw  to  hoe,  and  I 
thought  like  enough.^ Frances  Lee  Pratt : 
Captain  Ben's  Choice. 

Hard-shell  (American),  thoroughly 
orthodox,  unyielding,  **  hide- 
bound," or  conservative  in  reli- 
gion or  politics.  The  first  persons 
known  by  this  name  were  the 
old-fashioned  Baptists  in  Geor- 
gia, who  regarded  all  reforms 
as  new-fangled  fancies,  so  that 
they  even  disapproved  of  tem- 
perance.   It  is  said  that  once 


when  there  was  to  be  a  great 
religious  revival,  a  member  rose 
and  said: — *'  I  hev  to  complain 
of  Brother  Smith.  He  is  a  rich 
man,  he  is  worth  six  or  seven 
thousand  dollars,  and  yet  he 
has  only  contributed  one  gallon 
of  whisky  towards  this  revival. 
Now  I'm  a  pore  man,  but,  to  up- 
hold the  cause  of  Christ,  I  hev 
given  a  whole  barl  of  sperits, 
for  when  it  comes  to  sustaining 
religion  I'll  jest  do  my  level 
best."  The  name  fiard-thdl,  or 
"  hards,"  was  given  to  a  division 
in  the  Democratic  party  in  1848. 
Both  in  religion  and  in  politics 
the  opponents  of  these  '*  ortho- 
dox" parties  were  called  "soft- 
shells." 

A  number  of  swimming-bath  proprietors 
have  been  fined  in  the  United  States  for 
opening  their  establbhments  on  Sunday 
mornings.  The  prosecutors  were  certain 
religious  (?)  lunatics  who  resuscitated  a 
quaint  old  law  against  bathing  on  the 
Sabbath.  Genuine  hard-sheli  fanatics, 
who  are  mad  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
are  usually  dirty  in  their  habits,  and 
strangely  ignore  the  text,  "  Cleanliness  is 
next  to  godliness." — Fun, 

Hard  stuff  (up-country  Austra- 
lian), intoxicating  liquors.  The 
bushman  has  a  great  contempt 
for  non-alcoholic  liquors.  In- 
toxicating liquors  he  calls  hard 
staff,  as  the  only  thing  not  too 
"  soft "  for  men. 

He  knows  every  one  and  every  one 
knows  him  by  his  Christian  name.  Each 
time  drinks  are  called  for  he  is  included. 
He  cannot  drink  hard  stuff,  hoMrever, 
always.  His  business  would  suffer.  He 
has  a  private  bottle  filled  with  tea,  from 
which  he  fills  his  glass  after  receiving  pay* 
ment.— yl.  C.  Grant, 

2  F 


Harry — Hatchway. 
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Kany  (common),  to  plaj  old 
Harry  with  one,  is  sjnonjmous 
with  to  plaj  the  devil,  to  aimoj 
or  rnin  one.  Old  Harry  is,  of 
oonne,  the  "  old  gentleman," 

-  the  devil.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  Harry  is  the  word  hairy; 
bat  it  is  possible  that  it  comes 
from  to  harryt  to  torment,  to 
tear  in  pieces,  so  that  Old  Harry 
would  literally  mean  the  old  tor- 
mentor, the  "arch  tormentor," 
"old  scratch."  Again,  it  may 
simply  be  the  diminutive  of 
Henry,  old  "  Nick  "  or  Nicholas 

'  being  another  name  for  the 
deril.  Sailors  often  swear  **  by 
the  Lord  Harry** 

Sany  Bluff  (rhyming  slang),  snnif , 

Harry  1  Harry!  (provincial),  a 
derisive  expletive  addressed  by 
workmen  to  their  mates  when 
the  latter  are  overladen. 

Harry  Soph.  This  is  given  as  a 
recognised  term  by  Webster, 
with  the  definition  of  a  univer- 
sity stndent  |it  Cambridge  who, 
haTing  sufficient  standing  to 
take  the  degree  of  B.A.,  declares 
himself  a  candidate  for  a  degree 
in  law  or  physic.   From  ipiaoipot. 

Haah  (common),  to  make  a  hash 
of  it,  to  jumble  together,  to 
spoil ;  to  settle  his  hash,  to  kill 
him, 

(American  cadets),  a  term 
given  to  the  clandestine  pre- 
paration of  supper  in  the  rooms, 
subsequent  to  the  extinction  of 
lights,  and  contrary  to  rule. 


Ah  !  there  was  a.  dream  of  fevelry  then. 
As  over  the  Aatk  these  jovial  men 
Did  stand  to  inhale  the  savoury  smell. 
And  all  went  smooth  as  a  marriage  bell. 
— r**  jytst  Point  Scrap  Bock. 

Haslar  hags  (nautical),  the  nurses 
of  the  na^Ed  hospital,  Haslar, 
near  Gosport. 

Hatchea  (nautical),  under  hatehest 
safely  stowed  away,  dead  and 
buried,  in  distress,  trouble,  or 
debt. 

Hatchet  (tailors),  a  name  vulgarly 
applied  to  a  plain  or  ugly  woman. 
(Nautical),  "to  slingthe  hatchet;' 
to  sulk  ;  the  reverse  of  to  bury 
the  hcUeftet  or  tomahawk,  a  prac- 
tice of  Red  Indians  in  time  of 
peace. 

Hatchet,  to  throw  or  sling  the 
(common),  to  tell  lies,  to  "  draw 
the  long  bow." 

Hatch,  match,  and  dispatch 
column  (American  and  jour- 
nalistic), a  vulgar  epithet  to 
describe  the  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  announcements  in 
the  press.  An  equivalent  is  the 
cradle,  altar,  and  tomb  column. 

Hatch -thoke  (Winchester  Col- 
lege). The  term  signifies  foun- 
der's days,  which  are  holidays 
with  Amen  Chapel  at  11  A.M. 
There  are  three  in  Long  Half  and 
two  in  Short  Half .  Vobodyneed 
be  up  till  9  A.M.  TheWardenand 
Fellows  on  those  days  assemble 
and  discuss  college  affairs. 

Hatchway  (nautical),  the  mouti^ 
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Hard — Harrower. 


Hard  tack  (nautical),  ship  biscuits. 

At  that  particular  moment  I  should  have 
preferred  some  coffee  and  hard  tack  to  a 
lecttxre.— cy^«7^.-  Fi/iy  Years  on  tfu 
Trail. 

(Popular),  coarse  or  insoffi- 
cient  food.    Vide  Tack. 

Hard  up  (common),  wanting  for 
anything,  short  of  money,  poor, 
varied  to  *'  hard  up  for  cash." 

He  ought,  or  nothing  eL<ie  may  be. 

Such  is  sweet  woman's  whim — 
A  "  J,"  a  knave,  or  e'en  hard  «/, 

She's  still  *'  soft  down  "  on  him. 
To  make  a  conquest  where  he  will, 

A  galLint  "gay  young  spark" 
Two  attributes  need  but  possess : 

He  must  be  "tall  and  dark  I" 

•^Bird  tf'  Freedom. 

'*  Sorry  to  say,  Brown  owes  money  to 
me  !  Is  he  kard  u/ 1 "  "  \ try."— Pall 
Mall  Gasette. 

(Popular),  a  man  who  picks 
np  cigar  ends  in  the  street. 

Hard-upness  (common),  a  state  of 
impoverishment. 

But  in  either  district  there  were  frequent 
failures,  arising  from  inexperience  of  the 
parties  concerned,  or  collapses  from  death 
or  hard-upness.— Hindlejt :  Life  and  Ad- 
ventures of  a  Cheap  Jack. 

Hardware  blokes  (thieves),  men 
of  Birmingham. 

Hare  it  (American  thieves),  re- 
turn, come  back. 

Harlequin  (theatrical),  a  sove- 
reign. 

Harman  beck  (old  cant),  a  con- 
stable. It  has  been  suggested 
that  harman  beek  is,  literally, 


one  who  beckons,  orden  you  off 
to  the  stocks.     Vide  Bkak. 

'*  It  is  rerj  probable  that  this 
word  was  derived  from  the  name 
of  the  celebrated  xnagistrato 
Harman,  who  was  as  well 
known  to  all  the  thieves  of  Eng- 
land during  the  reign  of  Sliia- 
beth,  as  was  George  Borrow  to 
the  gypsies  in  that  of  Victoria" 
(Charles  G.  Lelaod:  M&  Notes 
of  Gypsy  Lore). 

Harmans,  hartmans  (old  cant), 
the  stocks. 

The  Babe  and  Ruffian  dy  the  Hannan 
beck  and  harmatu.  —  Thomas  Dekker : 
Lanthome  a$ul  Candle  Light. 

From  hwrrt,  the  back  npright 
timber  of  a  gate,  synonymous 
with  stock  or  post;  and  same 
suffix  used  in  other  cant  word^, 
such  as  *'  lightmans,"  day ; 
*'  darkmans,"  night ;  "  ruff- 
mans/'  hedges,  bushes,  woods; 
"  togman,"  coat. 

Haro,  harfro,  halono  (gypsy), 
copper;  h6rra,  a  copper,  i>., a 
penny. 

Harper,  an  Irish  shilling  which 
bore  the  figure  of  a  harp, 
and  was  only  worth  ninepence 
(Wright).  •  *  Harp  "  is  a  call  at 
pitch-and-toss,  also  "  music.*' 

narrower  (theatrical),  a  term  of 
.  derision  nsed  to  describe  a 
pathetic  and  powerful  artiste, 
male  or  female,  who  is  accus- 
tomed to  harrow  the  feelings  of 
the  audience. 


Harry — Hatchway. 


451 


Hany  (common),  to  plaj  old 
Harry  with  one,  is  synonjinons 
with  to  plaj  the  devil,  to  aimoy 
or  rnin  one.  Old  Harry  is,  of 
conrse,  the  **  old  gentleman," 
the  devil.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  Harry  is  the  word  hairy ; 
bat  it  is  possible  that  it  comes 
from  to  harry,  to  torment,  to 
tear  in  pieces,  so  that  Old  Harry 
would  literally  mean  the  old  tor- 
mentor, the  "arch  tormentor," 
"old  scratch."  Again,  it  may 
simply  be  the  diminutive  of 
Henry,  old  "  Nick  "  or  Nicholas 

>  being  another  name  for  the 
devil.  Sailors  often  swear  **  by 
the  Lord  Harry,'* 

Harry  Bluff  (rhyming  slang),  snnff , 

Harrjl  Harry!  (provincial),  a 
derisive  expletive  addressed  by 
workmen  to  their  mates  when 
the  latter  are  overladen. 

Harry  Soph.  This  is  given  as  a 
recognised  term  by  Webster, 
with  the  definition  of  a  nniver- 
sity  student  nt  Cambridge  who, 
having  sufficient  standing  to 
take  the  degree  of  B.A.«  declares 
himself  a  candidate  for  a  degree 
in  law  or  physic.    From  ipiao4iot. 

Hash  (common),  to  make  a  hath 
of  it,  to  jumble  together,  to 
spoil ;  to  settle  his  ha4hf  to  kiH 
him. 

(American  cadets),  a  terra 
given  to  the  clandestine  pre- 
paration  of  supper  in  the  rooms, 
subsequent  to  the  extinction  of 
lights,  and  contrary  to  rule. 


Ah  I  there  was  a  dream  of  levelry  then, 
As  over  the  Aask  these  jovial  men 
Did  stand  to  inhale  the  savoury  smell, 
And  all  went  smooth  as  a  marriage  bell. 
— rA*  jyest  Point  Scrap  Book. 

Haslar  hags  (nautical),  the  nurses 
of  the  naval  hospital,  Haslar, 
near  Gosport. 

Hatches  (nautical),  under  hatehest 
safely  stowed  away,  dead  and 
buried,  in  distress,  trouble,  or 
debt. 

Hatchet  (tailors),  a  name  vulgarly 
applied  to  a  plain  or  ugly  woman. 
(Nautical),  **toB]ingthe hatchet" 
to  sulk  ;  the  reverse  of  to  bury 
the  hatehet  or  tomahawk,  a  prac- 
tice of  Red  Indians  in  time  of 
peace. 

Hatchet,  to  throw  or  sling  the 
(common),  to  tell  lies,  to  **  draw 
the  long  bow." 

Hatch,  match,  and  dispatch 
column  (American  and  jour- 
nalistic), a  vulgar  epithet  to 
describe  the  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  announcements  in 
the  press.  An  equivalent  is  the 
cradle,  altar,  and  tomb  column. 

Hatch -thoke  (Winchester  Col- 
lege). The  term  signifies  foun- 
der's days,  which  are  holidays 
with  Amen  Chapel  at  11  a.m. 
There  are  three  in  Long  Half  and 
two  in  Short  Half.  Vobody  need 
be  up  till  9  A.M.  TheWardenand 
Fellows  on  those  days  assemble 
and  discuss  college  affairs. 

Hatchway  (nautical),  the  mouth* 
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Hai — Hawk. 


Hat  fellow  commoner  (Cam- 
bridge). At  Trinity  College,  a 
fellow  commoner,  who  was 
either  a  baronet,  the  eldest  son 
of  one»  or  the  jounger  son  of  a 
nobleman,  formerly  wore  a  tall 
hat  instead  of  the  square  cap 
or  **  mortar-board.*' 

Hatfield  (common),  a  drink  con- 
sisting of  gin  and  gingerbeer, 
and  other  ingredients. 

A  deep  draught  of  iced  Ha(/Uld. 

Hating  ont  (American),  sending  a 
man  to  Coventry. 

llie  punishment  for  idleness,  Ijring, 
dishonesty,  and  ill-fame  generally  was 
that  of  hating  the  offender  out^  as  they 
expressed  it.  It  commonly  resulted  in  the 
reformation  or  banishment  of  the  person 
against  whom  it  was  directed.  If  a  roan 
did  not  do  his  share  of  the  public  senrice, 
he  was  hated  out  as  a  coward. — ^.  J/rr> 
chat'ol:  History  of  Virginia. 

Hat  trick  (cricket),  a  bowler  who 
takes  three  wickets  in  succession 
is  said  to  have  done  the  haX  triek. 
From  the  custom  of  giving  him 
a  hat  as  a  recognition  of  his 
skilL 

Only  three  attained  to  double  figures, 
and  the  collapse  at  the  end  of  the  innings 
was  remarkable,  the  wickets  of  Attewell, 
Newton,  and  Beaumont  falling  to  three 
successive  balls  from  Griffin,  who  thus  ac* 
complbhed  the  hat  trick. — Standard, 

Haul  my  wind  (nautical),  an  ex- 
pression when  an  individual  is 
going  upon  a  new  line  of  action, 
to  avoid  a  quarrel  or  difficulty 
(Admiral  Smyth). 


Hmnl  over  the  coals,  to  (soeieky). 
to  scold,  give  a  leotnre  ta  Very 
often  used  in  reference  to  any 
one  in  an  official  position  who 
gets  reprimanded.  Supposed  to 
refer  to  the  ordeal  by  fire.  Ifoce 
probably  an  allusion  to  the  state 
of  discomfort  of  a  person  fam- 
ing under  the  scolding.  The 
French  have  the  ^miliar  phrase, 
"  6tre  snr  le  gril,'*  to  be  on  tenter- 
hooks, in  a  stew,  literally  on  the 
gridiron. 

Have  tl^e  drop  on,  to  (Texan), 
to  have  the  advantage  of,  to 
cover  with  an  aim.  From  the 
drop,  bead,  or  sight  on  a  rifle. 

Havey-cavey  (popular),  wavering, 
doubtfuL 

Hawk  (common),  cardsharper, 
swindler. 

He  kept  a  private  hotel  at  the  West 
End  of  London,  which  might  be  termed  a 
gambling-house  frequented  by  dissipated 
lords — hawhs  and  "  pigeons." — E-omint 
News. 

The  Germania  or  Spanish  cant 
has  gerifaltt,  a  kind  of  hawk,  for 
a  thief ;  and  aquUa  (eagle),  for 
an  expert  thief. 

Hawker  (gipsy),  to  drive  away; 
Hindu,  hayohdnd. 

Hawks  her  meat  (common),  said 
of  a  woman  who  is  very  di- 
eoUeUe.  French,  **  elle  montre 
sa  viande." 

Hawk,  ware  (thieves),  be  careful! 
look  out  I 


Hawse — Head. 
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Hawse  (naatical),  **  to  fall  athwart 
one's  hawH^"  to  come  across  one, 
to  obstract  one's  way. 

Haj,  to  make  (common),  to  throw 
eyerjthing  into  confusion,  to 
torn  topsj-turyj.  Originally  an 
Oxford  phrase. 

The  fellows  were  mad  with  fighting  too. 
I  with  they  hadn't  come  here  and  madt 
A<|r  afterwards.—/^.  KingxUy:  Rovenshoe. 

Harard-dnim  (thieves),  a  gam- 
bling-house. 

Haze,  to.  In  England,  to  confuse, 
annoy,  and  intentionally  per- 
plex by  contradictory  orders.  In 
the  United  States  it  expresses 
physical  as  weU  as  mental 
cruelty.  It  is  there  peculiarly 
applied  to  the  tormenting  of 
newly-arrived  students  in  uni- 
versities and  military  or  naval 
schools.  This  practice  is  some- 
times carried  to  a  great  extent. 

West  Point  has  just  held  a  court-martial 
over  the  insubordination  of  certain  cadets, 
and  now  the  Annapolis  Naval  School  is 
indulging  in  much  the  same  luxury.  l*he 
accused  were  guilty  of  hazing  some  of  the 
younger  academicians. — American  News- 
paper. 

Hazree  (Anglo-Indian),  this 
word  is  conmionly  used  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary)  in  Anglo- 
Indian  households  in  the  Ben- 
gal Presidency,  for  breakfast. 
It  is  not  clear  how  it  got  this 
meaning.  It  is  probably  Adzirt, 
** muster;"  from  the  Arabic 
Ad2tr,  "ready"  or  "present." 

He  can't  dance  (American),  some- 
times heard  to  indicate  a  man 


without  culture.  "His  daddy 
hasn't  got  no  peach-orchard, 
and  ht  caWi  danee"  In  Dela- 
ware, whm  almost  every  farm 
contains  a  peach-orchard,  this 
allusion  to  the  orchard  would 
imply  a  very  small  landed  pro- 
prietor. Not  many  years  ago 
there  were  not  a  few  people 
who  regarded  music  in  divine 
service  as  a  profane  thing.  A 
rustic  who  had  never  even 
heard  of  such  a  thing  visited 
one  of  the  great  cities,  and 
found  himself  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing before  the  door  of  a  church. 
"  Walk  in,  sir,"  said  the  sexton, 
"and  attend  service."  Just 
then  the  organ  pealed  loudly 
and  the  stranger  drew  back  in 
horror.  "No,  mister,"  he  re- 
plied ;  "  I  ain't  used  to  no  sitch 
carryin*s-on  on  a  Sunday — be- 
sides, /  eanH  dance  !  " 

Head  (American),  to  get  a  head, 
or  a  head  on,  is  to  have  a  swelled 
head  after  being  intoxicated. 

Neal  Dow  has  been  lecturing  on  "  How 
to  get  a  head."  It  i>ains  us  that  th*  good 
old  gentleman  should  evince  so  much 
knowledge  of  the  after  effects  cX  excessive 
drinking. — Detroit  Tribune. 

To  put  a  head  on  a  man,  to 
assault  with  intent  to  annihilate 
an  adversary. 

But  all  his  jargon  was  surpassed,  in  wild 

absurdity. 
By  threats,  profanely  emphasised,  to  put 

a  head  on  me ! 
No  son  of  Belial,  said  I,  ^that  miracle 

can  do! 
Whereat  he  fell  upon  me  with  blows  and 

curses  too, 
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Head-beetUr — Heap. 


But  failed  to  work  that  miracle — if  such 

was  his  design — 
Instead  of  putting  on  a  Jkead,  he  ttroT« 

to  smite  off  nune. 

—Cmheitmi  Ntnu. 

Head-beetler  (workmen),  the 
bully  of  a  workshop. 

Head  boy  (Royal  MUitary 
Academy),  the  senior  onder- 
officer. 

Head-cook   and   bottle-washer 

(popular),  a  general  servant. 

Header  (tailors),  a  notability. 

Heading  (American  cow  -  boy 
slang),  a  pillow  or  anything  put 
under  the  head  at  night  (C. 
Leland  Harrison:  MS.  Ameri- 
canisms). 

Head-quarters  (turf),  Newmarket. 

Head-rails  (popular),  the  teeth. 
Originally  a  sea  phrase,  the  head- 
railt  being  the  short  rails  of  the 
head  extending  from  the  back 
of  the  figure  to  the  cat-head. 

While  to  another  he  would  cheerfully 
remark,  "  Your  fuad'raiU  were  loosened 
then,  wasn't  they?"— C.  Bedt:  ytrdant 
Grttfu 

Head  robber  (popular),  a  butler. 

Head  robbers  (journalistic),  pla- 
giarists, those  who  steal  the 
work  of  other  men's  brains. 


portant  personage.  FromMroiy, 
a  boatswain,  according  to  Hot- 
ten.  Evidently  the  same  as  the 
provincial  head  Sir  Rag,  a  prin- 
cipal, the  chief  agent  or  actor 
in  anything. 

Heads  out  I  (American  Univer- 
sity), a  cry  of  alarm  and  warn- 
ing to  be  on  guard  when  a  pro- 
fessor or  master  is  near,  and 
when  any  lark  or  spree  is  in 
progress* 

Head  station  (up-country  Austra- 
lian), the  homestead  on  an 
Australian  station.  Vide  Sta- 
tion. The  hiod  9Uaum  is  the 
house  occupied  by  the  owner  or 
manager  of  a  station  or  run, 
and  of  course  contains  the  office 
at  which  its  business  is  trans- 
acted. 

Soon  they  passed  a  k€ad  stmtion^  as  the 
homestead  and  main  buildings  of  a  sta- 
tion are  invariably  called.  .  .  The  houses 
were  comlbrtably  built,  and  of  handsome 
design;  a  large  garden  adjoined  them; 
creepers  covered  the  verandahs  and  out- 
buildings, of  which  there  were  many ;  and 
several  paddocks  of  great  extent,  encircled 
by  substantial  post  and  rail  fences,  sur- 
rounded the  whole. — A.  C.  Grmmt :  Btak- 
Lift  in  Quitmland. 

Healtheries  (common),  modem 
slang  abbreviation  for  the 
Health  Exhibition. 

Hei4>,  all  of  a  (common),  amazed, 
confused,  dismayed. 

The  Daily  Newt  is  aU  ^mhmp  this 
morning  over  the  Gower  ekctaon.— <;iWr. 


Head-serag  (Bengalee  and  sea),      Heap,  struck  all  of  a  (popular), 
a  master,  overseer,  or  other  im-         amazed. 


Hearing — Hedgehog. 
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Hearing  cheats  (old  cant),  the 
ears,  now  termed  "leathers" 
or  "  lugs.** 

Heartbnm.  London  cads,  who 
find  a  name  for  everything,  thus 
call  a  cigar,  evidently  a  very 
cheap  one. 

Heave  a  booth,  to  (thieves),  to 
plunder  a  house.  Also  to 
"  heave  a  case." 

Heavenly    collar    and     lappel 

(tailors),  a  name  given  to  collars 
or  lappels  that  turn  the  wrong 
way. 

Heaver  (old  cant),  the  hreast, 
now  called  the  "  panter ; "  hence 
heaven,  persons  in  love. 

Heavy  dra^foons  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity), bugs  (Hotten). 

Heavy  swell  (common),  a  great 
swell. 

And  Mr.  Crackit  is  a  heavy  svtelly  an't 
he,  Yhgva^— Charles  Dickens:  Oliver 
Twist. 

Heavy  wet  (common),  strong  malt 
liquor;  principally  used  to  de- 
scribe porter,  stout,  or  double 
stout,  and  sometimes  called 
treble  X.,  because  designated  by 
publicans  and  brewers  as  XXX. 

To  the  Blue  Posts  let  us  go, 
There  will  clouds  of  bacca  blow, 
And  our  cares  we'll  forget 
In  a  flood  of  heavy  wet. 


Hedge,  to  (turf),  to  reverse  on 
advantageous  terms  the  previous 
order  of  a  wager— ^.^r.,  if  a  per- 
son takes  ICO  to  lo  about  a 
horse  for  a  future  race,  and 
snbsequoitly  lays  90  to  10 
against  the  same  animal,  he 
has  hedged  his  money — he  may 
win  ;f  10,  but  cannot  under  any 
circumstances  lose. 

You  must  back  a  winner  before  you  can 
win  in  any  case,  system  or  no  system.  Of 
coarse,  a  horse  can  be  laid  against,  or  a 
bet  may  be  hedged^  but  this  does  not  apply 
to  the  backing  of  horses  on  a  system.  — Bird 
o'  Freedom, 

(Popular),  to  get  away  on  the 
appearance  of  danger. 

Hedge-bottom  attorney  or  soli- 
citor (legal).  This  is  applied  to 
a  person  who,  not  being  himself 
a  solicitor,  or  who,  if  he  is,  has 
not  taken  out  his  certificate 
(or  perhaps  has  been  a  solicitor, 
but  has  been  struck  off  the 
rolls  for  unprofessional  con- 
duct), sets  up  in  business  as  a 
solicitor  under  the  name  of  a 
man  who  is  a  solicitor,  and  thus 
evades  the  penalties  attaching 
to  those  who  act  as  solicitors 
without  being  duly  qualified; 
because,  although  all  the  busi- 
ness is  done  in  the  name  of 
another,  yet  he  it  is  who  is  the 
real  principal,  introducing  the 
clients,  doing  the  legal  business, 
and  pocketing  the  fees;  the 
other  is  only  a  dummy  to  be 
used  as  a  figure-head  for  evading 
the  law. 

Hedgehog,  to  (Northampton  pro- 
vincial), to  reveal,  to  open,  to 
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Hedgehog — He$l-4ap. 


bring  to  light.  *'A  witness 
giving  evidence  in  an  Assise 
Ck)art  said  *  the  prisoner  hedq*" 
hogged ! '  On  being  asked  what 
he  meant,  he  said  that  *  a  Judge* 
hog  when  in  water  opened ;  and 
the  man,  when  they  gave  him 
plenty  of  beer,  opened  and  told 
all  he  knowed.'" 

Hedger  (tnrf).     Vide  Hedqe. 

That  a  tailor's  bad  to  beat  when  hU  plans 
are  all  complete, 
Must  be  plain  to  every  punter,  sharp, 
and  kedger  ; 
So  if  Eiridspord's  the  pea,  as  he'll  very 
likely  be. 
Follow  Taylor  as  a   snip  for  the  St. 
Leger. 

—Sporting'  Titmes, 

He*d  play  his  hand  for  all  there 
was  in  it  (American),  a  very 
significant  intimation  that  a 
man  wonld  make  all  that  he 
could  by  fair  means  or  fool. 

"  I  was  moighty  hard  up  at  the  time — 
right  down  on  the  bed-rock — and  it  may 
be  that  I  was  just  monkeying  with  the 
cards— a  little." 

"You  bet  yer!"  cried  Jake  from  the 
store.  • '  He  d play  his  hand /or  aU  there 
iveu  in  it^  anyhow. " — F.  Francis :  Saddle 
and  Moccasin, 

Heeled  (Western  American), 
armed,  weaponed,  well  de- 
fended. An  allusion  to  the 
practice  of  arming  the  birds  in 
cock-fighting  with  steel  spurs. 
"Were  both  men  heeled f*  i.e., 
were  they  both  armed. 

If  I'd  had  any  show,  I'd  have  drawn 
on  'em  right  away — I  wanted  to  ter'ble 
bad ;   but  I  hadn't   got    no  Winchester 


akiac,  and  only  two  ourtridfcs  in  mf  az- 
■hooter,  whilst  they  was  both  wcQ-JImMI 

Heeler  (American),  mn  aooom- 
plice  of  the  pooket-book  drop- 
per. The  keeUr  stoops  behind 
the  Tictim  and  strikes  one  of 
his  heels  as  if  by  mistake.  This 
makes  him  look  down,  and  so 
draws  his  attention  to  the 
pocket-book  which  lies  on  the 
ground.  The  dupe  is  abont  to 
pick  it  up,  when  the  dropper 
steps  forward  and  claims  half 
of  whatever  may  be  in  the 
pocket-book,  but  offers  to  re- 
linquish his  share  for  a  certain 
sum,  ten  or  twenty  dollars. 
The  dupe,  who  has  taken  a  peep 
and  ascertained  that  the  dum- 
my is  stuffed  with  bank-notes, 
pays  the  money,  and  then  finds 
out  later  that  he  has  bought 
counterfeit  billa  ' '  Heden  and 
strikers,"  men  who  beset  can- 
didates for  ofllce  to  extort 
money  from  them  on  divers 
pretences. 

(Winchester  College),  a  jump 
into  the  water  feet  first.  French 
schoolboys  call  this  "nne  chan- 
delle." 

Heels,  to  turn  up  (old),  to  die, 
also  *'to  turn  up  one's  toes.'* 
A  variant  was  to  "  topple  up  the 
heels." 

The  backewinter  .  .  .  and  dcknesse  .  .  . 
seaven  thousand  and  fifty  people  toppled 
up  their  heels  then.  —  Neuh  :  Lenten 
Stuffe. 

Heel-tap,  a  small  quantity  of 
liquor  left  in  the  glass  by  any 


Heel-tap — Hell. 
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one  who  drinks  or  pretends  to 
drink  the  honour  of  a  proposed 
toast.  This  was  held  in  the 
ultra  convivial  days  of  oar  not 
very  remote  ancestors  to  be  a 
mark  of  disrespect  or  of  eflB- 
minacy,  and  was  often  met  by 
the  warning  of  *'  No  hed-iapt" 
Also  the  fag  end  of  a  bottle. 

Nick  took  off  his  htel'tap^  bowed,  smiled 

with  an  air 
Most  graciously  grim,  and  vacated  the 

chair. 

— Ingoldshy  Legends. 

jffed'taps  properly  are  pieces 
of  leather  fastened  on  the  hot- 
torn  of  a  boot  or  shoe  when 
repairing  the  sole.  Hence  the 
metaphor. 

He-foo  (pidgin),  a  sky-rocket,  lite- 
rally "  a  rise-fire"  (Cantonese). 

Hefty  (American).  Bartlett  de- 
fines this  as  "heavy"  in  the 
sense  of  weight.  It  is  also  ased 
to  indicate  anything  great,  re- 
markable, or  extraordinary  in  a 
"  moral  "  as  well  as  a  physical 
sense. 

In  course  they  knows  what  a  perlocefede 
(velocipede)  is,  from  seein'  'em  in  pictures, 
bat  they  never  seed  a  real  machine,  and 
it'd  be  a  he/iy  treat  for  'tml—TAomat 
Stevens :  A  round  tke  World  on  a  Bicycle. 

He  got  there  with  both  feet 
(American),  meaning  that  he 
was  very  successful. 

He  said  as  he'd  been  gambling,  and  was 
two  hundred  dollars  ahead  of  the  whole 
town.  He  got  there  with  both  feet  at 
starting,  and  was  eight  hundred  ahead 
once.  But  he  played  it  off  at  mont^.— /*. 
Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasin, 


Heifer  paddock,  (Australian),  a 
ladies'  school.  The  derivation 
from  heifer,  a  young  cow — cow 
being  a  slang  word  for  a  woman 
— is  obvious. 

"The  fact  is,  my  dear  Murray,"  he 
added,  "  the  cattle  (women)  hereabouts  are 
too  scattered,  you  can't  inqiect  them  pro- 
perly. Next  year  I  shall  look  over  «  heifer 
paddock  in  Sydney  and  take  my  pick." — 
Mrs.  Campbell  Reed:  Sketches  of  Aus^ 
tralian  Life. 

Heigh-ho  (thieves),  stolen  yam. 

H6kka  I  hokki  1  (gypsy),  haste  1 
Possibly  the  original  of  "  hook 
it,"  i.e,,  hurry. 

Hell  (tailors),  the  place  where  a 
tailor  deposited  his  cabbage 
(Wright). 

Hell  and  scissors  1  (American),  a 
peculiar  interjection,  signifying 
that  while  one  startled  at  some- 
thing there  is  still  something 
ridiculous  in  the  affair.  "To 
kick  up  luXL — and  break  things  *' 
is  often  uttered  in  quite  the 
same  spirit. 

Hell  and  tommy  (popular).  To 
"  play  AeU  and  tommy  **  with  any 
one,  to  ruin  him  utterly.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Charles  Mackay, 
this  grotesque  expression  pro- 
bably means  to  reduce  a  man  to 
extreme  destitution,  or  to  bread 
and  water,  and  if  so,  an  etymon 
may  be  found  in  the  Keltic  ol, 
drink,  and  tomadh  [toma),  a  lump 
of  bread. 

Hell  a-poppin^T  (American),  a 
tremendous  row  or  dispute,  no 
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Hell— Hen. 


doubt  from  the  propensity  of 
those  who  use  the  expression  for 
using  their  "six-shooters**  on 
the  slightest  provooation. 

There  was  kill  a-pcp^mg.  One  feHow 
Mid  h«  had  roped  ta  a  sow  with  the  left 
«ar  off.  .  .  .  Another  fellow  said  that  he 
had  got  a  younK  boar  with  the  right  ear 
off.  So  they  went  to  him,  madder  than 
hall  they  were,  too.— F.  Frumcu:  SaddU 
€md  MoccMn* 

Hell-boz  (printers),  the  receptacle 
for  bad,  broken,  or  "battered" 
letters,  which  are  evcntuallj 
melted  down. 

Hellion  (American),  a  very  abn- 
sive  word,  used  in  the  Southern 
States,  equivalent  to  "  devil  or 
hell*s  own."  Possibly  a  form 
of  hell-hound. 

Hell's  kitchen  (American),  a 
horrible  slum.  lielVi  Kitchen, 
Murderer's  Row,  and  the  Burnt 
Rag  are  names  of  localities 
which  form  collectively  the 
worst  place  in  New  York. 

Poor  old  Bottle  Alley,  in  Baxter  Street, 
has  become  a  mere  snoozing-ken  for  vag- 
rants made  sodden  and  stupid  with  age, 
disease,  and  rum ;  Helts  Kitchen^  those  big 
Thirty-ninth  Street  tenements,  offer  harm 
to  no  one,  except  when  a  shower  of  stones 
falls  from  the  gutters  on  an  unpopular 
policeman. — Philadelphia  Press.  {From 
MS.  Collection  of  Americanisms,  by  C. 
Lelamd  Harrison.) 

Hell's  mint  (American).  **  A  mint 
of  money  "  has  led  to  describing 
a  large  quantity  of  anything  as 
one.  "  Old  B.  has  got  a  mint  of 
houses,  as  I  hear."  Hence  heU'a 
rnirU,  as  a  superlative  of  abun- 
dance. 


It  that  an  Indian  ov«r  there,  or  is  it  only 
a  toap-weedT  There's  a  ktlTs  mint  ot 
aoap-weed  killed  these  Indian  times,  grease 
bush  too— and  cactus  1  cactus  gets  fits. 
The  boys  are  deiMi  on  cacctu  when  they 
getscared.  Some  of  them  would  just  as 
soon  shoot  acactos  as  not— they  don't  care 
what  they  kiU.— /^.  Fnmcu:  SmddU  mmd 
Moccasin^ 

He  makes  his  fan  pay  (American), 
said  of  a  very  shrewd  man,  one 
for  instance  who  keeps  horses 
to  ride  and  drive,  yet  manages 
so  well  by  "  trading  "  that  they 
cost  him  nothing.  A  gpreat 
sharper  having  said  to  Lessing 
that  it  had  cost  him  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  see  the  world, 
Lessing  replied  that  he  feared 
that  the  world  would  gladly 
give  quite  as  much  never  to 
have  seen  him. 

Hemp,  yomig  (old),  young  scoun- 
drel deserving  the  gallow& 


Hempen  croak   (common), 
hangman's  rope. 


the 


Hempen  widow   (thieves),  one 
whose  husband  was  hanged. 

In  a  cell  of  the  stone  jug  I  wau  bom, 
Of  a  hempen  wdaw  the  kid  forlorn. 
— Harrison  Aimstoorth. 

Hen  (American),  a  wife  or  mis- 
tress, girl  or  woman. 

This  yras  more  than  Jane  could  endure 
from  Emily.  "  My  young  man  is  as  good 
as  yours,"  she  screamed,  "  and  five  miles 
out  of  town  better."  And  saying  this  she 
administered  an  exhilarating  old  slap  on 
the  face  which  sounded  like  the  breaking  of 
a  tall  pine  tree  by  a  circlone.  The  h^m- 
fight  lasted  exactly  five  minutes.  What 
was  left  required  exactly  two  wcdcs  eight 
hours  and  ten  minutes  to  reconstruct.'— 
Philadel/Aia  News^a/er. 


Heti-cuMtvention — Herring. 
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The  nights  are  spent  at  a  poker  game, 
He  speaks  of  the  ballet  as  something 
tame, 
And  with  jibe  and  joke,  these  racy  men 
Refer  to  the  season  that  brings  his  A#w, 
And  pleasures  flee. 

^Hoiiis  W.  Field, 

Hen-conrention  (popular),  an  as- 
semblage of  women  at  which 
no  man  L»  present.  Also  "  hen- 
party.' 


»f 


Hen-frigfate  (nautical),  a  ship  in 
which  the  captain's  wife  plajs 
a  domineering  part,  "wears  the 
breeches." 


Hen-honse    (old), 
soldiers'  wives. 


a   house    for 


Hens  and  chickens  (thieyes),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

The  hens  and  chickens  of  the  low 
lodging-houses  are  the  publicans'  pewter 
measures  ;  the  bigger  vessels  are  hens^ 
.the  smaller  chickens.— May  hew :  London 
Labour  and  the  London  Poor, 

Called  also   '*  cats  and  kit- 
tens." 

Herder  (American).  In  the  West, 
a  white  man  who  has  charge  of 
a  gang  of  Chinese. 

I  found  large  gangs  of  Chinamen  at 
work  in  different  places,  in  charge  of  a 
white  man  who  was  called  the  herder.  This 
job  is  not  always  a  happy  one,  although 
it  is  well  paid,  for  the  Chinamen  who  work 
on  railroads  are  the  very  scum  of  China, 
wharf-rats  from  Hong-Kong,  and  are  evil 
and  desperate.  Consequently  it  is  no  un* 
common  thing  for  a  herder  to  get  killed  or 
badly  beaten  by  them.— J/.  Roberts :  The 
IVestem  Avemus. 

(American    cowboys),    baby 
herder t  a  nurse. 


Herdic  (American),  a  oarriage  for 
public  conveyance,  something 
like  a  small  omnibos.  They 
were  invented  and  brought  into 
use  by  a  Mr.  Herdic  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  the  name.  They 
are  now  common  in  most  Ame- 
rican cities. 

Honest  men,  like  needles  in  hay-mounds, 
are  hard  to  find,  but  we  have  one  in  our 
midst,  and  his  name  is  Joseph  Carroll, 
driver  of  private  herdic— Chicago  Tri* 
bune. 

Hereford  (American  cowboy), 
white. 

A  white  shirt  he  calls  a  Hereford  shirt 
because  Hereford  cattle  have  white  faces. 
Similarly  calls  anything  Hereford  that  is 
white ;  for  example,  Hereford  dishes  and 
Hereford  hats.  Carrying  this  fancy  stiil 
further,  a  "  white "  man  is  known  as  a 
Herefordxazx\.— Philadelphia  Press.  (C. 
Leland Harrison :  MS.  Americanisms.) 


Here's   luck 

believe  it. 


(tailors),    I    don't 


Hermaphrodite  or  morfydite 
schooner  (nautical)  is  square 
rigged,  but  without  a  top  for- 
ward, and  schooner  rigged  abaft ; 
carrying  only  fore-and-aft  sails 
on  the  mainmast;  in  other 
phrase,  she  is  a  vessel  with  a 
brig's  foremast  and  a  schooner's 
mainmast  (Admiral  Smyth). 

Herringf  (American),  all  bad,  all 
alike.  Hence  the  later  expres- 
sion "sardine,"  applied  to  a 
man  who  is  exactly  like  all  his 
associates,  a  narrow-minded, 
average  sort  of  person,  who  has 
been  packed  away  as  it  were 
among  others. 
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Herrms:  gutted  (old),  lanky. 

Herring  pond,  the  (common),  a 
tmoetiovLB  name  given  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Said  to  be  of 
American  origin,  bat  now  com- 
monlj  used  in  both  continents. 

Everybody  nowadays  hat  read  as  much 
as  he  or  she  cares  to  about  the  voy- 
age across  iMg  kerriMg-poiuL,  a  voyage 
of  which  many  of  our  American  cousins 
think  less  than  other  men  of  a  Channel* 
crossing.— />AiV/x>/r-HW/<y;  Tnttimgf/ 
«  TfttdetfooL 

He*8  g^one  north  about  (nantical) 
said  of  a  sailor  who  has  died 
from  any  canse  bat  drowning. 
Sbakspeare  in  "Twelfth  Night'* 
(Act  iii.  scene  2)  uses  a  some- 
what similar  phrase,  and  which 
seems  to  throw  some  light  upon 
the  expression  as  used  by  sailors : 
— "You  are  now  sailed  into 
the  north  of  my  lady' 9  opinion^ 
where  you  will  hang  like  an 
icicle  on  a  Dutchman's  beard, 
nnless  you  do  reclaim  it  by  some 
laudable  attempt." 

Hewgag,  the  (American),  name 
for  an  undeterminate,  unknown 
mythical  creature. 

Hick,  country  (old  cant),  a  stupid 
clodhopper. 

Hick)ap  (thieves),  a  fool,  ffiekmrn, 
a  countryman,  a  foolish  fellow. 

Hickey  (thieves),  tipsy,  not  quite 
drunk,  elated.  Probably  from 
hiccough. 

Hickety  split    Vide  Full  Dbits. 


Hkkocy  diirt  (Amerioan),aGb6ap, 
dnraUe  wodlen  shirt  genecally 
worn  by  working  men,  or  fay 
thoee  who  dinpenie  with  linen 
or  muslin. 

"  Good  heavens,  giri  I "  aikwi  Mr.  N«cca 
of  the  domestic,  *' what  are  yoo  doing  wkh 
thMtJkidktrysAirif 

**  Faith  an'  I'm  brushing  some  of  the 
diut  out  of  it.  It's  in  a  shamdul  condi- 
tion."— /'/MM  Tnuucn/t. 

Hid  (American),  an  abbreviation 
of  hideous,  used  as  a  noun. 
Used  chiefly  by  girls.  "She's 
a  perfect  hut:* 


(common),  a  good  Ascitic,  a 
severe  beating  with  the  "  hide,'* 
or  dried  skin  of  an  animal, 
formerly  used  as  a  sooorge.  To 
*'  cow-hide,"  or  beat  with  a  cow 
or  ox- hide,  is  a  common  expres- 
sion, and  before  the  use  of  the 
revolver  became  onhappily  pre- 
valent, was  once  a  common 
practice  in  the  United  States. 
The  word  has  been  erroneously 
derived  from  the  effect  of  the 
beating,  the  skin  or  hide  of  the 
beaten  person,  and  not  from  the 
material  of  the  scourge  itself. 

"  What  right  has  a  josser  like  you  to 
interfere  ?  "  the  coal-heaver  retorted,  turn- 
ing toward  the  tall  stranger.  **  You  may 
be  a  D.,  but  I  will  give  you  a  tdding  for 
yonr  cheek."— ^/n/  #'  Freedom. 

High,  the    (Oxford),  the   High 
Street  at  Oxford. 

And  after  calling  in  at  the  tailor's  to 
express  his  approbation,  he  at  once  sallied 
forth  lod^tkg  Hiik.^C,  Bgdg:  yerdtmi 
Green. 

High     and     dry    (clerical), 
old-fashioned  members  of  the 


High. 
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Church  of  England  are  often  de- 
scribed disrespectfully  as  being 
high  and  dry.  Those  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  are  per  con- 
tra dubbed  ''low  and  slow." 
(American),  a  sinule  borrowed 
from  any  article  left  on  the 
beach  by  a  retreating  tide.  To 
be  left  without  resources,  to  be 
quite  abandoned  and  helpless. 

They  ate  like  brave  men,  long  and  well ; 

they  gobbled  there  and  then, 
Till  the  abdomens  grew  rotund  of  those 

gallant  Fremont  men, 
A  beef  a  day  to  every  man  was  but  a  small 

supply ; 
Soon  conquered  they  Vallejo's  ranch — they 

ate  him  high  and  dry. 

— Political  Song  0/ 1850. 

His^h-boy,  a  High  Tory  and 
Churchman,  supposed  to  favour 
Jacobitism  (O.  Davis). 

Hig^h  fialatins^  (American),  high- 
flown,  extravagant,  bombastic 
language,  a  gay,  impudent  sort 
of  fellow,  a  vulgar  coxcomb. 
"There  can  be  little  doubt," 
says  Mr.  Bartlett,  "of  its  de- 
rivation from  high  '  flighting.' " 
As  for  its  coming,  as  Hotten 
absolutely  asserts,  as  if  it  were 
an  established  fact,  from  the 
Dutch  verlooten  (which  word  he 
does  not  translate),  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  verlooten  means 
**to  cast  lots."  It  is  very  re- 
markable that  there  exists  in 
yiddish  the  word  hifdtifelem^ 
meaning  extravagant  language 
or  nonsense. 

Hifilufelem  is  Narret  hei,  Possen, 
Schwank,  "RJ^k.—Der Herritd en€  Laub- 
/rosck. 


The  remarkable  resemblanoe, 
as  regards  both  sound  and 
meaning,  existing  between  these 
words  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
reader.  Of  late  years,  terms 
known  more  or  less  to  all  Jews, 
especially  of  the  commoner  class, 
have  begun  to  work  far  more 
freely  into  American  slang  than 
is  generally  supposed.  By  as- 
sociating hi/dufeUm  with  "  high 
flighting,"  highfaluten  would  be 
speedily  evolved.  It  may  be 
observed  that  in  rapid  conver- 
sation, the  Hebrew  or  yiddish 
word  becomes  hi/dufem  or 
hifdufen,  which  is  a  materially 
nearer  approach  to  the  well- 
known  American  term. 

The  phrase  is  now  common 
in  England. 

A  paper  in  Cincinnati  was  very  much 
given  to  high  falutin  on  the  subject  of 
"  this  great  country,"  until  a  rival  paper 
somewhat  modified  its  continual  bounce 
with  the  following  burlesque :  "  This  is  a 
glorious  country  !  1 1  has  longer  rivers  and 
more  of  them,  and  they  are  muddier  and 
deeper,  and  run  faster,  and  rise  higher, 
and  make  more  noise,  and  fall  lower,  and 
do  more  damage  than  anybody  else's 
rivers."— r/V  BiU. 

High  fly,  on  the  (mendicants), 
begging  on  the  high  "toby" 
or  high  road,  and  tramping  over 
the  country.  Also  operating  as 
a  begging-letter  impostor. 

Hisfhflyer  (common),  an  incredible 
or  extravagant  story. 

High  go  (American  University), 
a  merry  drinking-bout  or  frolic. 
*'To  get  high"  is  to  become 
tipsy  and  intoxicated. 
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High  horse  (Amerioan).  It  is 
commonly  said  of  anj  one  who 
is  patting  on  airs  or  assuming 
a  loftj  or  dignified  tone,  that 
"heisonhis^t^r^Aorte."  Some- 
thing equivalent  to  it  is  to  bo 
found  in  many  languages.  The 
French  say  "monter  sur  ses 
grands  chevaux  "  (not  slang). 

High  jinks,  properly  an  old 
Scottish  pastime  played  in  dif- 
ferent ways.  At  a  club  or  con- 
Tivial  gathering  is  that  part  of 
the  evening  when  the  punch- 
bowl is  introduced  together 
with  unlimited  license. 

There  he  found  the  eleven  at  kig^k  jimks 
after  supper,  Jack  Haggles  shouting  comic 
songs  and  performing  feats  of  strength ; 
and  was  greeted  by  a  chorus  of  mingled 
remonstrance  at  his  desertion,  and  joy  at 
his  appearance. — Totn  Brown's  Sckool- 
iiays, 

(Common),  a  jollification. 

All  sorts  of  revelry,  all  sorts  of  devilry. 

All  play  at  high  Jinks  and  keep  up  the 
ball, 

Days,  weeks,  and  months,  it  is  really 
astonishing, 

As  to  what  passed  on  his  own  wedding- 
day. 

— Iftgoldsby  Ltgtnds. 

To  play  the  high  jinJa,  to  take 
up  an  arrogant  position. 

In  days  of  yore  the  Lord  of  Misrule 
Played  very  kigk  jinks  at  the  Tide  of 

Yule, 
And  sported  about  like  a  chartered  fool. 

And  did  pretty  much  as  he  chose ; 
There  were  scarce  any  bounds  to  his 

quips  and  cranks, 
His  lunatic  larks  and  his  motley  pranks, 
And  victims  who  suffered  e'en  offered 
him  thanks 
For  robbing  them  of  repose. 

— Fum. 


(American),  hi^  jinki^  small 
gamblers. 

High  rented  (popular),  hot.  A 
seat  near  a  fire  is  said  to  be  high 
rented  when  it  gets  too  hot  for 
comfort. 

High  roller  (American),  one  who 
plays  high,  or  who  takes  the 
lead. 

He's  a  kit:k  fvUer,  by  gtim  1  when  he's 
got  it  (f./.,  moaty).—F.  Frmmcis  :  Saddle 
and  Moccasin, 

Donaldson  in  those  days  was  known  as 
a  kifk  rolier^  and  under  his  instructions 
J<rfin  dealt  the  game  withoot  a  limit. 
Donaldson  finally  left  the  bimncas  here 
and  went  west.  —  Ckicag9  Daily  Inter- 
Ocean, 

High  rope,  on  the  (American),  in 
a  passion,  very  loud,  taking  on 
great  airs. 

High  stepper  (society),  a  well- 
dressed  girl,  who  has  a  good 
figure  and  is  handsome,  a  swell 
of  any  kind. 

High  tariff  language  (American), 
rhapsodical,  magniloquent,  or 
extravagant  words. 

Mingle  in  de  mazes  of  de  dance  don 
knight  ob  valour,  while  de  resplendent 
luminary  of  de  day  has  wifdrawn  his  light 
from  de  earf,  till  de  bright  Aurora  gilds  de 
eastern  sky  wid  golden  an*  den  wid  car* 
rowkteristic  gallivantry,  accompany  de 
fair  an*  umsumfisticated  partners  of  dy 
pleasure  to  deir  pytemel  mansions— Hcicy 
dat  am  kigk  tarijfF  ianguage. — Brudder 
Bones, 

High  ti  (American  University),  a 
showy  recitation.  In  use  at 
Williams  College.  At  Harvard 
the  equivalent  is  a  "  squirt.'* 


High— Hipped. 
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Hlsfh  tobers.  In  American 
thieves'  slang,  the  very  highest 
order  of  "  gonoffs  "  or  thieves, 
who  g^  well  dressed  and  fre- 
quent watering-places. 

High  toby  (old  cant),  the  high 
road.  "On  the  high  toby,''  to 
take  to  the  road  as  a  high  toby- 
man  or  highwayman. 

//tgh  tofy,  which,  in  ancient  robber 
slang,  meant  the  high  revelry  and  luxury 
and  reckless  indulgence  which  character* 
tsed  the  existence  of  those  bold  blades  who 
took  to  the  road,  was  nowhere  visible. — 
/.  Greenwood:  Dick  Temple. 

It  was  one  thing  to  hear  play-actors  on 
the  stage,  in  their  tame  and  feeble  delinea- 
tions of  the  ancient  game  of  high  toby^  and 
of  the  redoubtable  doings  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Road,  spout  such  soul-thrilling  ef- 
fusions as  "Nix  my  Dolly,  pals,"  and 
**  Claude  Duval ; "  but  what  must  it  be  to 
Ibten  to  the  same  bold  staves  out  of  the 
mouth  of  real  **  roaring  boys,"  some  of 
them,  possibly,  the  descendants  of  the  very 
heroes  who  rode  ''up  Holbom  Hill  in  a 
cart,"  and  who  could  not  well  hear  the  good 
words  the  attendant  chaplain  was  utter- 
ing, because  of  the  noisy  exchange  of  bois- 
terous "chaff"  taking  place  between  the 
short-pipe  smoking  driver,  whose  cart-seat 
was  the  doomed  man's  coffin,  and  the  glee- 
ful mob  that  had  made  holiday  to  see  the 
fun  I — Seven  Curtet  0/ London, 

High-tone  niggers  (American), 
negroes  who  have  raised  them- 
selves in  social  position,  or  in 
other  ways  bettered  their  con- 
dition. 

I  never  saw  any  so-called  high-tone  nig- 
gtrt;  and,  except  in  the  capacity  of  bar- 
bers, waiters,  and  shoeblacks,  never  saw 
any  coloured  men  in  the  hotels. — Phillies- 
WoUey:  Trottingso/a  Tenderfoot. 

Higfawater  mark,  up  to  the  (com- 
mon), np  to  the  mark,  an  ex- 
pression of  approval. 


High-wood  (common),  properly  a 
name  given  to  timber.  "  He 
lives  in  high-wood"  he  conceals 
himself,  he  has  a  secret  game. 

Higttlcion  flips  (Texas),  an  ima- 
ginary malady. 

Hike  (London  slang),  to  carry  off, 
convey,  arrest.  "  Hike,  to  swing, 
put  in  motion,  toss,  throw, 
strike,  to  go  away,  hurry" 
(Wright's  Dictionary). 

And  hiked  me  off  as  sure  as  fate. 
Before  the  sitting  magistrate. 
—Song :  I/l  hmd  a  Donkey,  **r. 

Hi!  Kelly  (provincial  Manx),  a 
mode  of  address  among  passers- 
by  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  Kelly 
is  the  name  borne  by  a  large 
nnmber  of  people  in  the  island 
— hence  probably  its  derivation. 

Hindboot  (common),  the  breech. 

Hind  coachwheel  (popular),  a 
crown.  In  French  slang  a  flve- 
franc  piece  is  termed  "  roue  do 
derriftre." 

Hing  (Anglo-Indian),  assafoetida. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  Ger- 
mans call  this  abominably  smell- 
ing gum  teufd't'drock,  i.e.,  Hereus 
diabdi,  while  the  common  gypsy 
name  for  voiding  excrement  is 
hinger. 

Hip  (thieves),  hip  inside,  inside 
coat  pocket ;  hip  outside,  outside 
pocket. 

Hipped  (common),  ilL  To  be 
hipped t  to  suffer  from  "  a  fit  of 
the  blues,"  or  of  hypochondria. 
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Hippen — HwiU. 


H^ipen,  a  Scotch  synonym  for 
the  green  curtain.  Hence  in 
Glasgow  the  gods  shout  "Up 
with  the  hippen  I " 

His  nabs  there  (tailors),  him,  the 
indiyidoal  referred  to.  A  variant 
of  "  his  nibs." 

His  nibs  (theatrical),  himself,  his 
person.  From  the  old  English 
n«6,  the  face,  also  nose. 

When  the  Pre«dent's  carriage  arrives  in 
front  of  the  church,  with  Albert  Hawkins 
oo  the  box,  wearing  a  big  bearskin  cape  as 
black  as  his  face,  and  driving  the  two  big:, 
lumbering  "  seal  browns,"  there  is  gathered 
about  the  doors  of  the  sanctuary  a  crowd 
of  two  or  three  hundred,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  gentleman  whom  Tim  Camp- 
bell, of  New  York,  immortalised  himself 
by  speaking  of  as  his  nihs. — Chicago 
Htrald, 

Hiss  (Winchester  College),  a 
signal  of  a  master*s  approach. 
The  "cave"  or  "chucks"  of 
schoolboys  and  French  vtut. 

Hit  the  flat,  to  (cowboys),  to  go 
out  on  the  prairies. 

Hitched  (American),  married. 
Literally  harnessed. 

Hitch  horses,  to  (American),  to 
agree,  to  draw  or  pull  well  to- 
gether. 

I  never  truckle  to  any  man,  if  he  is  as 
big  as  all  out  of  doors.  After  he  poked 
his  fist  in  my  face,  at  one  election,  we 
never  hitched  horses  together. — BartUti. 

Hitch  one's  team  to  the  fence,  to 

(American),  to  remain  for  any 
time  in  a  place. 


Already  peofde  from  LyrsiUa  and  the 
citron  groves  of  St.  Lawrence  county 
are  coming  into  town,  bringing  their  din- 
ners and  lutching  their  temma  to  the 
fmc*  behind  the  Coliseum. — Now  York 
Mercury. 

Hits  him  where  he  lives  (Ameri- 
can), goes  home,  hurts  his 
deepest  feelings,  wounds  him 
in  his  domestic  relations. 

"That,"  says  the  editor.  *' hits  him 
whar  he  lives.  That  will  chase  him  up  as 
bad  as  it  did  when  I  wrote  an  article  ridi- 
cooling  h»  sister,  who's  got  a  cock-eye." 
—Artemtts  Ward :  Things  in  New  York. 

Hive,  to  (American  cadet),  to  steal 
or  "bone" — ^to  take  a  thing 
without  permission.  "To  get 
Atred"  is  to  be  caught  in  a 
scrape. 

The  Amateur  Cadets'  Band  was  hived 
by  the  inspecting  officer  one  night  "after 
taps "  while  they  were  serenading  in  bar- 
racks without  permission.  As  a  natural 
result  the  entire  band  was  reported  and 
punished  and  had  all  their  musical  instru- 
ments confiscated. — The  West  Point  Scrm^ 
Book. 

(Popular  American),  to  cover 
up,  to  entrap. 

Hived  perfectly  frigid  (American 
cadet),  said  of  cadets  who. 
when  beyond  bounds  or  other- 
wise  transgressing  the  academy 
rules,  are  caught  in  fiagramU 
delicto  without  the  least  pos- 
sible chance  of  escape. 

Hivers  (American),  women  or  men 
who  travel  with  a  swarm  of 
fillet  de  joie,  generally  in  the 
Wild  West,  with  a  view  to 
making  money  by  them. 

Hivite,  a  student  of  St.  Bee's. 


Hoaky — Hocus-pocus. 
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Hoaky,  by  the  (nautical),  synony- 
mous with  '*  hang  it  t 
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Hobbled  (thieves),  committed  for 
triaL 

Hobbler  (nautical),  a  coast  man 
of  Kent,  a  bit  of  a  smuggler 
and  an  xmlicensed  pilot,  ever 
ready  for  a  job  in  either  of 
these  occupations.  Also  a  man 
on  land  employed  in  towing 
a  vessel  by  a  rope  (Admiral 
Smyth). 

Hobby  (university),  a  translation. 
Those  who  use  cribs  in  trans- 
lating from  the  Latin,  Greek, 
and  other  languages,  are  said 
to  ride  hthhia. 

Hob-jobber  (street),  a  man  or  boy. 
who  loiters  about  the  streets 
waiting  for  small  jobs,  snoh  aa 
holding  horses,  carrying  parcels, 
&c. 

Dajrs  came  in  which  there  was  a  hod- 
jtibtf's  famine ;   no  horses  to  hold,  no 
parcels  to  carry. — The  Goal  Cradle. 

Hobson-Jobson  (Anglo-Indian), 
a  phrase  peculiar  to  the  British 
soldier,  by  whom  it  wafl  in- 
vented. It  is  in  fact  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  version  of  the  wailings 
of  the  Mahommedans,  as  they 
beat  their  breasts  in  the  prp- 
cessions  of  the  Moharram  : 
Ya  Hatan,  ya  ffouain/  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary). 

Hob's  hos^  (provincial  Northamp- 
ton). When  a  person  conjec- 
tures wrongly,  he  is  compared 
to  Hob'i  hog,  a  local  story  being 


that  the  mythical  porker  in 
question  imagined  his  breakfast 
was  coming,  when  it  was  only 
the  butcher  preparing  to  kill 
him. 

Hock  (American),  caught.  Caught 
in  hock  is  caught  by  the  heels. 
The  last  card  in  the  box.  Among 
thieves  a  man  is  in  hoek  when 
he  is  in  prison,  but  when  one 
gambler  is  caught  by  another 
smarter  than  himself  and  is 
beat,  then  he  is  in  ?ioek,  Down 
South  (t.e.,  in  the  Southern 
States),  men  are  only  put  in 
hoek  on  the  race-track&  In  a 
/iocib-game,  if  a  man  hits  a  card, 
he  is  obliged  to  let  his  money 
lie  until  it  either  wins  or  loses. 
Of  course,  there  are  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  chances 
against  the  player,  and  the 
oldest  man  living  never  yet  saw 
him  win,  and  thus  he  is  caught 
in  hock  (New  York  Slang  Dic- 
tionary). 

The  author  of  this  work  de- 
rives hock  clearly  enough  from 
the  English  slang  term  for  a 
foot.  It  may  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  hok  in  Dutch  thieves' 
slang  means  credit  or  debt, 
which  would  furnish  quite  as 
good  a  derivation. 

Hock-dockies  (popular),  shoes  or 
boots. 

Hocker,  hakker  (gypsy),  to  jump. 

Hocus-pocus  (now  recognised),  a 
term  applied  originally  to  de- 
ception of  the  eye  by  means 
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Hocus-pocus — Hog. 


of  legerdemain,  now  commonlj 
used  for  any  f ormolaof  cheating, 
delusion,  or  humbug.  Crabb 
("Gipeies*  Advocate,"  p.  i8)  says 
that  gypsies  pronounce  habeas 
corpus,  haweut  paeous,  a  mani- 
fest error,  as  in  doing  this  they 
simply  follow  the  word  for  a 
joke.  That  it  is  derived  from 
a  burlesque  rendering  of  hoe 
est  eorpuM  in  the  Latin  Church- 
service  is  a  mere  bit  of  con- 
jectural philology.  In  the  Ro- 
many tongue  hoe  or  hiik  is  the 
root  signifying  deceit  or  false- 
hood in  a  very  extended  sense. 
"  Quite  a  little  family  of  words 
has  come  into  English  from 
the  gypsy  Aoe,  hocben,  huckaben, 
hokenpf  and  hooker,  all  meaning 
a  lie,  deception,  and  humbug. 
Mr.  Bonar  shows  us  that  hoeus, 
to  bewitch  liquor  with  an  opiate, 
and  hoax  are  probably  from  the 
same  root ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  expression,  '  Yes,  with 
a  hook,*  meaning  *  it  is  false,' 
comes  from  the  same.  'Hookey' 
and  *  Walker*  are  of  this  family" 
("  The  English  Gypsies,"  p.  8i). 
Hoc  therefore  means  deceit  or 
delusion,  and  the  English  gypsy, 
like  many  Hindus,  adds  ui  in 
a  most  arbitrary  and  irregular 
manner  to  any  root  whatever  to 
make  a  noun.  It  is  sometimes 
even  affixed  to  English  words, 
e.g.,  sideHi.«,  a  side.  This  gives 
hocus,  a  pure  gipsy  word.  As 
pocus,  it  has  probably  something 
in  common  as  to  its  root  with 
*•  pankey  "  {vide  Hankky-pan- 
K£y),  as  a  certain  sleight-of- 
hand  or  *'  substitution  "  cheat 


is  called  in  gypsy  kutkmjf  pom- 
kee,  or  kueleny  pokee,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  conunon  weed. 
That  this  is  sometimes  called 
huekeny  pdhu  or  poeut  anybody 
can  ascertain  by  asking  the  first 
old  gypsy  whom  he  may  meet 
As  a  proof  of  the  soundness  of 
this  derivation,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  "  hokee  •  pokee  " 
(which  is  simply  hoeu*  -  poentM, 
without  the  gypsy  noun-termi- 
nal), is  common  and  very  old 
slang,  used  firstly  as  a  magic 
formula  in  juggling,  and  some- 
times in  any  aggregate  of  unin- 
telligible words. 

Hokey-pokee,  winkee  fam, 
Flibbidee,  flobbidee,  boskey  bnm. 
^Tke  King0/tk€  Cammhml 
ItUmds. 

Hod  (American  thieves),  a  mason 
or  builder. 

Hod  of  mortar  (rhyming  slang), 
a  pot  of  porter. 

Hoe  in,  to  (American  University), 
to  work  with  vigour.  French 
piocher, 

Hos^  (popular),  half-a-crown. 

Two  bobs  and  a  half  equal  one  keg.— 
Punch. 

Old  cant  for  a  shilling,  also  a 
sixpence. 

"  Champollion  -  Figeac,  the 
brother  of  the  famous  Cham- 
pollion, makes  in  his  work  on 
Egypt  the  following  observa- 
tions: "Also  it  appears  there 
were  (in  Egypt)  masses  of  gold 
bearing  another  shape  than  that 
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of  the  ring,  for  instance  the 
form  of  a  frog,  of  a  calf,  of  an 
oz,  and  that  it  had  thus  become 
a  custom  to  reckon  a  particular 
object  as  worth  bo  many  oxen, 
another  as  so  manj  calves,  or 
so  many  frogs,  meaning  thereby 
certain  known  weight  of  gold" 
(Leigh  Hunt's  Journal). 

Hog^  (Anglo- Indian),  to  work,  to 
do.  *'That  won't  hoga;'  that 
won't  do. 

Hog^  and  hominy  (American). 
Hog  is  pork,  and  Aominy  is  maize 
or  Indian  com  scalded,  so  that 
it  is  white  as  rice,  to  which  St 
bears  when  boiled  a  great  re- 
semblance. As  pork  and  Aomtny 
are  the  two  cheapest  articles  of 
food  in  the  United  States,  the 
term  is  very  generally  used  to 
express  plain,  common  diet. 

Hog,  hogged  (binders),  said  of 
a  book  which  has  the  back 
bulging  out,  from  the  binding 
having  given  way. 

Hogminny  (old  slangX  a  very 
young  girl  very  depraved  ;  one 
who  makes  a  free  present  of 
her  person.  From  "  Hogmena,*' 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  pre- 
sents. 

Hos^oo,  strong  smell.  This  word, 
a  corruption  of  the  French 
haut  godty  is  given  as  slang  by 
Hotten  and  others  ;  but  it  is 
to  be  found  in  a  dictionary, 
174S,  as  a  recognised  word. 


Hogs  (American),  a  term  some- 
times applied  in  jest  to  the 
inhabitant!  of  Chioaga  (Old), 
to  drive  hogi  to  market,  to  snore. 

I'gad  he  fell  asleep,  and  snored  so  loud 
that  we  thought  he  was  driving  his  Aog't  to 
market. — Swi/t :  Faiit*  C^ttmcrsation, 

Hogshead,  to  couch  a  (old  oant), 
to  lie  down,  go  to  sleep.  The 
phrase  explains  itself,  hogthead 
being  a  term  for  body. 

Hog,  to  (American),  to  cheat, 
humbug,  to  do  for,  to  break. 


(d 


Go,"  he  said,  "  go,  my  son,  and  hog"  the 
public  "(he  meant  "knock  'em");  but  the 
old  man  was  allers  a  little  given  to  sbuig). 
—Artemus  Ward:  Boston, 

This  is  probably  derived  from 
hogged^  or  broken,  as  applied 
to  steamboats.  It  agrees  with 
the  Anglo-Indian  hoga^  to  do, 
but  probably  by  mere  acciden- 
tal coincidence.  (Common),  to 
have  sexual  intercourse  with  a 
woman. 

Hog,  to  g^  the  whole.  So  uni- 
versally used  as  to  be  a  recog- 
nised phrase.  To  do  a  thing, 
good  or  evil,  thoroughly  and 
completely.  This  term  became 
very  common  in  America  about 
1834.  It  was  applied  to  those 
who  approved  entirely  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson's  measures.  It  is 
said  to  be  derived  from  a  story 
in  a  poem  which  was  to  be  found 
in  most  American  school  read- 
ing-books, of  the  declaration  of 
Mahomet  that  there  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  swine  which  no  true 
believer  should  eat.  But  as  they 
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Ho-gya — Hold. 


could  not  agree  which  part  this 
was  among  them,  the  Mussnl- 
mans  ate  up  the  entire  animal, 
or  '*  went  ikt  yohoU  hog*^ 

Ho-gya  (Anglo-Indian),  used  bj 
Anglo-Indians  in  the  sense  of 
"up  a  tree,"  or  of  the  failure 
of  any  undertaking. 

Hoistinsf  (thieves).  Hotten  de- 
fines this  as  only  shop-lifting. 
In  America  the  term  is  ap- 
plied to  a  very  peculiar  kind 

,  of  robbery.  To  rob  a  house 
two  or  three  men  gather  to- 
gether, one  of  whom  stands 
close  to  the  wall  and  the  next 
one  climbs  up  so  as  to  stand  on 
his  shoulders,  while  the  third 
does  the  same.  By  long  practice 
this  can  be  done  with  great 
ease,  so  that  a  thief  can  enter 
a  window  ten  or  even  fifteen 
feet  from  the  ground.  This  is 
called  the  hoist-lav.  A  bolster' 
means  however  a  shop-lifter  as 
well,  and  also  a  sot. 

Hokey-pokey  (common),  good- 
f  or  -  nothing,  cheated,  done. 
This  word  seems  as  regards 
both  meaning  and  sound  to  have 
a  relation  to  the  Yiddish  orcke- 
porchem^  a  vagabond,  a  tramp. 
It  is  from  "  hocus-pocus." 

A  kind  of  inferior  ice  sold 
in  the  streets  and  especially 
at  race  meetings  amongst  the 
lower  classes. 

Ho-lan-kwoh  (pidgin,  Dutch), 
"Holland-nation." 


Hold,  do  yon  (London  slang), 
have  yon  any  money  to  lend  or 
stand  treat  with  7 

Hold-ont  (cardsharpers),  the  vest 
Ao{(i-oii<,  sleeve  hM-oui.  Ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

The  old-time  poker  sharp  was  not  well 
equipped  unless  he  had  a  vest  kcU-^mt 
That  was  a  black  satin  vest  with  claws 
inside  that  came  out  of  the  bosom,  seized 
the  necessary  cards,  and  slid  it  in  again. 
It  was  worked  by  a  chain  that  ran  down 
the  trousers  leg  and  hooked  to  the  heel  of 
the  boot,  and  was  such  a  clumsy  and  com- 
plicated apparatus  that  I  would  as  soon 
think  of  carrying  a  threshing-madune 
around  with  me.  Then  there  was  the 
sleeve  hold-cmt^  nearly  as  bad,  and  the 
different  hold-^uts  to  fasten  to  the  edge  of 
the  table. — Star, 

Hold  the  sbige,  to  (theatrical), 
is  said  of  an  experienced  actor 
who  is  fully  at  home  on  the 
stage,  and  always  commands 
the  attention  of  the  audience. 
Corresponds  to  the  French 
phrase,  ''avoir  des  planches." 

Hold  up,  to  (American  thieves), 
to  molest,  rob  with  violence. 

Two  thieves  were  caught  in  New  York, 
.  .  .  mistaking  two  detectives  for  persons 
in  their  own  line  of  business,  they  invited 
them  t4f  hold  up  a  man. — Bird  d  Freedom. 

Also  to  arrest,  take  in  cus- 
tody. 

Didn't  I  give  you  fifty  dollars  for  leaving 
my  place  alone  when  it  was  on  your  beat  ? 
Vou  can't  hold  me  «>  now. — Bird  d 
Freedom. 

Hold  your  horses  (American),  an 
injunction  not  to  go  too  far,  or 
say  too  much. 


Hole — Hong-hah»g. 
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Oh,  hold  your  hosses^  will  3roa, 

And  do  not  drive  so  fast ! 
And  pray  do  not  imagine, 

Your  team  can't  be  surpassed. 

— Song  of  \%io. 

Hole  (printers).  According  to 
Moxon,  1683,  a  private  printing- 
office,  where  unlicensed  books 
were  printed,  was  called  a  halt. 
The  term  would  apply  at  the 
present  day  to  a  "  cock-robin  " 
shop.  (Turf),  to  be  in  a  hjde  is 
to  lose  or  be  defeated. 

Hole  and  comer  (popular),  plot- 
ting conspiracy.  The  metaphor 
is  obvious  —  conspirators  are 
compelled  to  do  their  plotting 
in  holes  and  comers. 

"  I  will  have  none  of  this  hole  and  corner 
business,"  said  the  proprietor  of  a  great 
Australian  journal  to  the  n«w  editor  enter* 
ing  office.  "  No  more  picking  out  the 
weeds  of  a  work  to  quote  them  as  the 
6owers:  I  wish  all  the  criticisms  in  my 
paper  to  be  '  fair,  square,  and  above 
ground.'" — Anthony  Trollope. 

Hollis  (Winchester  School,  a 
smooth  round  stone. 

Hollow  (common),  "  to  beat  hxA" 
loWf*  to  surpass,  to  be  far 
superior. 

Holas-bolus  (nautical),  the  neok, 
the  head;  in  a  hurry,  helter- 
skelter. 

Holy  Joe  (prison  and  nautical), 
the  chaplain  or  any  religious 
person. 

Holy  land  (thieves),  the  thieves* 
quarter  in  St.  Giles. 

Home  (turf),  the  datui  quo  ante 
of  the  better.     When  a  man 


recovers  his  previous  losses  he 
"gets  home"  on  the  day,  the 
week,  or  the  year,  as  the  cose 
may  be.  Strange  to  say  this 
barren  result  is  usually  regarded 
by  the  achiever  thereof  with 
greater  pride  than  the  appar- 
ently more  desirable  process  of 
winning. 

Home  bird  (common),  a  man  lead- 
ing a  very  retired  life,  fond  of 
his  fireside  ;  a  milksop.  French 
efutuffe'la-CQueke, 

Ho-ming^  (pidgin),  Reuters'  Tele- 
gram Company  is  so  termed  in 
the  Shanghai  Directory. 

Homo-opathise  (American),  to  get 
bills,  i.e.,  petitions  for  anything, 
through  the  Legislature,  or  Con- 
gress, or  a  City  Council,  by 
means  of  bills,  t.tf.,  bank-bills. 
This  application  of  MimUta  timi- 
libu9  is  unfortunately  a  rule  of 
practice,  with  few  exceptions, 
especially  in  the  Legislatures, 
when  a  bill  is  brought  forward 
which  has  "  anything  in  it,"  t.e., 
any  money. 

Honest  Injun  (American),  a  phrase 
equivalent  to  "  honour  bright." 
It  is  often  heard  among  boys 
as  a  pledge  of  faith. 

She  says, ' '  Honest  Injun,  now  hain't  you 
been  telling  me  a  lot  of  lies?"    "  Honest 
Injun"    says    I .  —  The   Adventures   of 
Huckleberry  Finn, 

Honey  (rhyming  slang),  money. 

Hons^-hahns^  (pidgin  and  Anglo- 
Indian),  lidhng  in  Chinese  means 
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a  row  or  rank,  a  house  of  busi- 
ness. It  is  particularlj  ap- 
plied to  trading  establishments, 
foreign  or  native.  The  latter 
were  the  so-called  hony  mer- 
chants who  had  the  monopoly 
of  foreign  trade.  This  monopoly 
was  abolished  in  1S42. 

A  society  of  hong  or  united  merchants 
who  are  answerable  for  one  another,  both 
to  the  Government  and  to  foreign  nations. 
— Sir  G.  SiaimioH :  Eml<€usy  to  China, 

Honour  bright  (common),  on  my 
honour. 

Hoodlum  (American),  a  vagabond 
or  rough,  a  loafer.  It  was  for 
a  long  time  a  Califomian  word, 
and  is  probably  of  Spanish  origin. 
It  may  possibly  be  the  pidgin 
English,  hood  lahnt,  good,  i.e., 
very  lazy ;  lahnfOf  Mandarin. 

Two  h4>«diums  knocked  down  and  nearly 
killed  an  ag«d  priest  in  the  streets  of  Ver> 
sailles,  France,  the  other  day. — Chicago 
Tribtuu. 

In  San  Francisco  koodluma  are 
a  class  of  young  fools,  corres- 
ponding in  some  degree  to  the 
English  'Arries.  The  koodluvu 
walk  the  streets  arm  in  arm, 
upsetting  everything  in  their 
passage  "just  for  the  sake  of  a 
lark." 

Hoodman  (London  slang),  blind, 
drunk. 


yxmz  little 
yoa  so 


« 


Yeft,"  he  sud,  explaining  with  some 
•mount  of  regret  his  curious  behaviotir  of 
the  night  before ;  "  but  haven't  you  noticed 
that  whenever  I  am  a  little  hoodmtm  I  in- 
variably go  on  in  that  way  ?  " 

"  Well,  I  can't  say  that  I  have.**  was  the 
stfaightforward  answer  of  the  candid 
friend. 


"WhynolT- 

'*  Beauiae  I  have  never 
headman,    I   have   always 
baUyhooly  blind  that " 

Several  bystanders  left  on  the  spot  with- 
out pajring  for  their  drinks^ — S/*rtia£ 
Times. 

He  had  shunted  a  quantum  of  whisky 
immense, 
But  that  hecdtmmm  he  was  be  denied ; 
Though  he  cast  on  the  lamp-po»t  a  look 
so  '•  intense" 
That  it  might  have  been  meant  for  hb 
bride. 
They  passed  over  this,  hot  when  fivers 
galore 
To  the  Tealeaf  be  ofieied  to  lend. 
That  he  really  was  boozed,  to  a  man  they 
all  swore, 
Had  appeared  sure  enough  in  the  end  I 
—Bird0  Frttd^m. 

Hoodooed  (American),  votMJooetf, 
i,t,y  killed,  done  for,  used  up; 
t-ottc/otf,  a  term  ^plied  to  the 
magic  or  secrecy  practised 
among  the  blacks. 

"  Laps,"  said  Mrs.  Potter,  lairing  her 
hand  on  my  shoulder,  "  I'm  hoodeooed  as 
sure  aut  eggs  are  eggs.  I've  been  training 
to  do  that  death  all  summer,  and  I  had  a 
new  play  written  to  lead  up  to  it,  and  now 
Lil  has  gone  and  gobbled  my  business."— 
N€W  Yark  Miming  JemmMl. 

Hoof  it,  to  (thieves),  to  run  away. 

Hoof  one*s  bom,  to  (common),  to 
kick  one  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  back. 

Hook  (popular  and  thieres),  a 

pickpocket 

Take  my  tip  and  turu  square«  from  a 
heoh  who  is  going  to  be  lagged,  would  be, 
in  common  parlance,  take  my  advice  and 
get  your  living  honestly,  says  a  pidcpodcet 
who  is  expecting  penal  servitude.—/.  W. 
llartUy :  JUHmgtJram  Jmii, 


Hook. 
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Probably  derived  from  hook- 
ing  an  article  out  by  the  fingers, 
which  thence  are  called  hookg. 
Or  an  abbreviation  of  hooker, 
old  cant  for  a  thief  who  steals 
things  hanging  up  in  shops  by 
removing  them  with  a  hook. 
Stealing  by  means  of  a  hook 
is  still  practised  by  a  class  of 
French  thieves,  who  call  it  "vol 
au  boulon"  {vitU  Barry's  Argot 
and  Slang).  The  French  popu- 
lar slang  has  croc  (hook)  for  a 
thief,  though  Ldttr^  is  inclined 
to  believe  this  is  a  contraction 
of  eseroc  (swindler).  The  an* 
cient  '*  hooker  "  was  also  called 
*•  angler,"  which  corresponds  to 
the  Italian  cant  pfcaior,  a 
thief,  literally,  a  fisherman. 
Thus  the  literal  hook  has  served 
as  a  metaphor  for  the  English 
hook,  hooker,  angler,  the  French 
croCf  and  the  Italian  pesccUor. 
The  German  cant  has  hocken, 
to  lie,  deceive,  swindle,  from  the 
gypsy,  though  some  derive  it 
from  hocken,  to  higgle,  retail ; 
h6ket  a  higgler,  huckster,  which 
may  be  traced  to  hake,  a  hook, 
pedlars  and  porters  on  the  con- 
tinent using  a  contrivance  for 
carrying  their  burdens,  termed 
erocheiM  (hooks)  in  French,  hence 
eroeheteur,  a  porter. 

(Popular),  a  Aooit,  a  catch,  an 
advantage ;  to  take  one's  hook. 
Vide  Hook,  to  sling  one's. 

Hooka-burdar  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
servant  whose  sole  duty  it  was 
to  take  care  of  the  master's 
pipe.  As  the  hookcJt,  is  now  a 
thing  of  the  past,  the  burdar 


has  also  passed  away  with  it 
into  the  obsolete,  so  far  as  the 
pipe  is  concerned. 

Hook  and  eye  (tailors),  walking 
arm  in  arm. 

Hooker  (old  cant),  a  thief  who 
used  to  steal  articles  from  shops 
by  means  of  a  hook. 

I  will  take  my  prince's  part  against  all 
that  shall  oppose  him,  or  any  of  us,  ac« 
cording  to  the  best  of  my  ability ;  nor  will 
I  suffer  him,  or  any  one  belonging  to  us, 
to  be  abused  by  any  str^tnge  abrams,  ruffies, 
hookers. — Bant fi/yldt  Moore  Carexu:  Eng' 
luk  Gypsies  Oath, 

(American),  a  woman  of  easy 
virtue,  generally  one  who  plies 
her  trade  on  the  streets. 

Hookey  Walker  (popular),  go 
away  I  be  off  I  Also  an  eja- 
culation of  incredulity  synony- 
mous with  "get  along  with 
yon  I  *'  Many  origins  have  been 
ascribed  to  this  term,  which 
naturally  explains  itself  by  its 
connection  with  "hook  it,"  i.t,, 
"go  away,"  and  "  walk  away." 

Hooking^  cow  (West  American), 
a  cow  that  will  show  fight,  and 
try  to  toss  the  cowboys  who 
are  seeking  to  "cut  her  out" 
from  the  herd.  From  the  Eng- 
lish "to  hook,"  said  of  an  ox 
which  tosses  one. 

One  of  the  former  was  what  is  termed  a 
kookin/^  coWf  and  to  escape  her  repeated 
charges  tested  all  our  agility.—/*.  Francis  : 
Saddle  and  Moccasin, 

Hook  it,  to  (common),  to  ran 
away.    Vide  Hook,  to  blino 

ONB'8. 
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"  You  hain't  b«en  home  since  the  mornin* 
— not  »ince  yx>u  kooktd  it  away  T"  Jeny's 
voice  was  tremulous  with  excitement  as  he 
asked  the  question. 

"  No,  I've  been  away  all  day."— T^A* 
LittU  Ragamuffins. 

It  has  been  su^ested  that  it 
is  derived  from  the  gypsy  hoWca 
or  lutWca,  hurry  away,  hasten. 

Hook,  on  one*s  own  (common), 
on  one^s  own  account  or  re* 
sponsibllity. 

The  tale  runs  that  a  scientific  gentleman 
has  been  examining  his  wife's  out-door 
jacket  after  each  excursion,  and  has  care> 
fully  collected  every  loose  hair  which  he 
has  found  thereon. — Socitiy. 

Dependent  for  a  living  on 
one's  own  resources  or  exer- 
tions.   Originally  American. 

Supplied  me  with  physic  whenever  I 
wanted  it,  and  accustomed  me  to  a  life  of 
organised  laziness — and  yet  at  the  end  of 
this  time  they  turn  me  out  to  get  my  living 
«M  nty  own  hook. — Evening  News. 

What,  loose  several  d^ys  in  London— 
en  your  own  hook  and  free  to  wander,  and 
with  no  one  to  purtect  you?—/.  Grstn- 
wood :  Dick  Temple. 

Possibly  from  the  thieves* 
phrase  to  hook^  to  steal,  thieving 
and  getting  a  living  being  with 
them  synonymous;  or  from 
hooky  a  catch,  so  that  on  (m£t 
own  hook  would  mean  literally, 
living  on  what  I  catch.  It  may 
also  be  derived  from  an  allusion 
to  a  meat  hook,  metaphorically 
meaning  larder,  store.  French 
authors  have  certainly  used  it 
with  that  signification,  and  the 
French    have    the    expression 


(not  slang)  "  avoir  k  son  croc," 
to  have  in  store;  "  vivre  aox 
crochets  de  quelqn'un,"  to  be 
dependent  on  another  for  one's 
Uving,  to  live  at  his  expense, 
and  the  obsolete  "  dtner  sw  ses 
crochets,"  to  pay  for  one's  own 
dinner. 

Again,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  on  <me*i  own  hook  is  firom  a 
metaphor  drawn  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  fish-curers  on  the 
Eastern  coasts,  who  hang  up  the 
herrings  and  haddocks  to  dry  in 
the  sun. 

Hookem  snivey,  an  impostor  who 
feigns  sickness,  disease,  or  cala- 
mity, and  exhibits  his  miseries 
in  the  streets  to  excite  pity 
and  charity.  From  to  Aoolr,  and 
tnivtUing^  or  possibly  from  the 
gypsy  hookahen,  a  cheat. 

Hooks  (thieves),  fingers.  Termed 
also  "forks." 

With  his  smeller  a  trumpet  blowing, 
A  regular  swell  cove  lushy  lay. 
To  his  dies  my  hooks  I  throw  in, 

Tol,  lol,  &c. 
And  collar  his  dragons  clear  away. 
—  IV.  Maginn:  Vidocf's  Slang  Sottg. 

(Common),  "gone  off  the 
hookSf*'  dead. 


Death  wandered  by  the  » 
And  struck  by  Walton's  looks. 

Broke  Isaac's  line  of  life 
And  took  him  "  off  the  hooks." 

—Punch, 

An  allusion  to  a  gate  off  its 
hinges.  Compare  with  the  old 
English  phrase,  "to  be  off  the 


Hook — Hoosier. 
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hooJcs,**  to  be  out  of  temper, 
vexed.  French,  **  sortir  de  see 
gonds,"  and  "to  put  off  the 
hooks"  to  vex,  make  angrj. 

Hook  shop  (American),  a  brothel, 
"hooker"  being  a  prostitute. 
Much  used  by  English  residents 
in  China.  Possibly  a  corruption 
of  "  hock  shop."  The  English 
and  French  slangs  have  the  cor- 
responding "buttocking  shop** 
and  "  magasin  de  fesses." 

Hook,  to  slings  one's  (popular), 
to  depart,  leave,  run  away ; 
tling  is  a  provincialism  for  to 
cast  away,  so  that  the  phrase 
means  literally  "  take  your  hook 
off,"  "let  go  your  hold." 

Hook,  to  take  one's  (common), 
to  depart,  leave,  run  away. 

A  Strange  Timb-kbrper. — Landlord 
(to  old  toper,  who  has  come  to  the  front 
door,  and  is  gazing  intently  at  an  eques> 
trian  statue  in  the  square)  :  "  I  say,  what 
do  you  keep  coming  to  the  door  for?" 
"  I  want  to  see  if  it's  time  to  takt  my 
hook."  "But  how  can  you  see  that?  * 
"  When  that  horse  begins  to  prance,  then 
it's  high  time."— 7-1/  Bits. 

Possibly  an  abbreviation  of 
"take  your  hook  off,"  that  is, 
let  go  your  hold,  or  the  allusion 
being  to  a  boat's  hook  which  a 
man  would  naturally  be  told 
to  take  off  as  a  signal  for  de- 
parture. This  supposition  is 
strengthened  by  the  synony- 
mous expression  to  "  sling  one's 
hoolc^'*  which  see. 

Hook,  with  a  (common),  used  in 
this  phrase  to  imply  doubt  or 


some  reservation  referring  to 
an  assertion ;  "  yes,  with  a  hook 
at  the  end  of  it"  Dr.  Brewer 
has  "  with  a  hook  at  thf.  end,  yon 
suppose  I  assent,  but  my  assent 
is  not  likely  to  be  given.  The 
subject  has  a  hook^  or  note  of 
interrogation  (?),  to  denote  that 
it  is'  dubious." 

"  There  is  a  gypsy  story  that 
a  Romany  had  permission  from 
a  gentleman  to  fish  in  his  pond, 
on  condition  that  he  should  only 
use  a  hook.  But  the  gypsy  used 
a  net,  and  emptied  the  pond  of 
fish.  On  being  asked  what  kind 
of  a  hook  he  had  used,  he  replied : 
*  It  was  what  we  call  in  our 
language  a  hookaberi,*  i,e.,  a  lie  or 
a  cheat,  ffook  is  here  the  root, 
ahen  or  apen  simply  indicating 
a  noun  "  (C.  G.  Leland). 

Hooky,  to  do  (popular),  the  ap- 
plication of  the  thumb  and  fin- 
gers to  the  nose  in  contempt. 

Hoop  (American  thieves),  a 
ring. 

Hoosier  (American),  a  nick- 
name given  to  natives  of  Indiana. 
Bartlett  cites  from  the  Provi- 
dence Journal  a  story  whioh 
has  the  appearance  of  being  an 
after-manufacture  to>  suit  the 
name,  deriving  hoosier  from 
"  husher,"  "  from  their  primary 
capacity  to  still  their  oppon- 
ents." He  also  asserts  that  the 
Eentuckians  maintained  that 
the  nickname  expresses  the 
exclamation  of  an  Indianian 
when  he  knocks  at  a  door  and 
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exclaims  "  who's  yere  7  "  How- 
eyer,  the  word  originally  was 
not  hootier  at  all,  but  hoo$ieroon  or 
hooBkeroon,  hootier  being  an  ab- 
breviation of  this.  I  can  re- 
member that  in  1834,  having 
read  of  hootters,  and  spoken  of 
them,  a  boy  from  the  West  cor- 
rected me,  and  said  that  the 
word  was  properly  hootieroon. 
This  would  indicate  a  Spanish 
origin  (Charles  G.  Leland). 

Ofttiraes  when  travelling  in  the  West, 
The  stranger  finds  a  koosier's  nest ; 
In  other  words  a  buck-eye  cabin, 
Just  large  enough  to  pat  Queen  Mab  in. 

Hooter  (American),  a  comparative 
for  anything  worthless  or  tri- 
fling. Bartlett  conjectures  that 
it  is  a  corruption  of  iota,  which 
is  also  commonly  used  in  New 
England  in  a  similar  manner. 

Ah,  Billy,  you  and  your  sword -caoe 
can't  do  a  hooter  among  the  girls,  fine  as 
you  think  yourself. — Philadelphia  Comic 
Ntwspaper. 

Hooting  pudding;  (provincial), 
plum  pudding  so  scantily  fur- 
nished with  raisins  that  they 
are  sarcastically  said  to  hoot  at 
one  another. 

H.O.P.  (popular),  hop;  on  the 
hxyp^  unawares. 

Oh,  he's  tricky,  very  tricky, 

His  conduct's  very  often  rather  slicky, 

He  never  lets  folks  catch  him  on  the 

H.O.P. 
Oh,  he's  clicky,  and  he's  quicky,  and 

he's  tricky. 

-  — Broadtid*  Ballad. 

Hop  (common),  a  small  ball, 
though  often  used  in  reference 


to  any  kind  of  ball.    Formerly 
"  to  hoppe  "  signified  to  danoe. 

I  remember  la.^  Chrtstraas,  at  a  little 
k»p  at  the  Park,  he  danced  from  eight 
o'clock  till  four. — Mist  AusUn:  Stnse 
'  StntiHlity, 


Said  to  be  of  American  origin. 
The  New  York  Herald  once,  if 
not  many  times,  published  ac- 
counts of  the  particular  and 
unfashionable  balls  given  in 
that  city  under  the  heading 
or  caption  of  "Hop  Intelli- 
gence." Hop  for  any  kind  of 
dance  is,  however,  provincial 
English. 

(Pidgin),  half.  "  My giveecum- 
shaw  Aop-dolla,  supposey  you 
make  dat  Ink-i-lis  man  wailo  to 
look-see  my  shop/*  Hop,  have, 
or  has.  While  a  Chinese  is  in 
the  first  stage  of  pidgin-Eng- 
lish, as  set  forth  in  that  primary 
work,  the  Chinese  "  Vocabulary 
of  the  Words  in  Use  among  the 
Bed-Haired  People,"  he  uses 
Kopt  and  in  time  advances  to 
hab.  In  this  work  kop-fatae  is 
given  for  have  fashion  {hab  fatton 
at  a  more  advanced  stage),  t.e., 
fashionable.  Hop-pi-Uin  (hah 
pidffin)  means  have  business ; 
hop-tai  {hab  die),  dead ;  and  hop- 
time  {hab  time),  leisure. 

Hop  and  go  kick  (tailors),  one 
who  walks  lame. 

Hop  merchant  (common),  a 
dancing-master. 

Hopped  oyer  the  broom  (popu- 
lar), married  or  run  away  to- 
gether.   From  an  old  belief  that 
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a  marriage  was  legal  if  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  stepped 
or  hopped  over  a  broom, 

'*  The  girl  that  I  had  hoped  to  hear, 
Pronounce  my  happy  doom,  sir, 
Had  bolted  with  a  carpenter, 
In  fact,  hopptd  o'er  the  broom,  sir." 
—David  Dove :  A  Ballad  by  L,  M, 
Thornton, 

Hopper  (sporting),  to  go  a  hopper, 

to  go  at  a  fast  pace. 

The  latter  is  a  filly  out  of  Effie  Deans, 
and  with  two  such  smart  parents  she 
ought  to  be  able  to  go  a  hop/er. — Th€ 
County  Gentleman, 

(Anglo-Indian),  a  colloquial 
term  in  Southern  India  for  rice 
cakes.    Tamil,  appam, 

Appeu,  called  hoppert  by  the  English, 
supply  their  morning  repast. — Tennent: 
Ceylon. 

Hopping  giles  (provincial),  a 
cripple.  St.  Giles  was  the  pat- 
ron saint  of  cripples. 

Hoppo  (pidgin),  the  Chinese  Super- 
intendent of  Customs  at  Canton. 
Giles  says,  *'  The  term  is  said  to 
be  a  corruption  of  hoo  poo,  the 
Board  of  Revenue"  (Anglo-In- 
dian Glossary). 

Hop  the  Charlie,  to  (common),  to 
decamp. 

Hop  the  twisf,  to  (common),  to 
die.  Like  a  bird  which  drops 
from  its  perch. 

l*he  English  mode  ot  execution  divides 
itself  into  two  branches,  on  both  of  which 
the  victims  must  hop  tht  twig. — Diprose  : 
Laugh  and  Learn. 

Hora  (gypsy),  an  hour,  a  watch. 


Horizontal  refreshments  (com- 
mon), carnal  intercourse  with  a 
woman.  In  French  slang  a 
prostitute  is  called  horizofUaU, 
because  *'  elle  gagne  sa  vie  sur 
le  dos."  A  similar  expression 
in  German  is  used  by  Heine. 

Horizontalise,  to  (common),  to 
have  sexual  intercourse  with  a 
woman. 

Horn  (American).  ''Yes,  in  a 
Aom."  This  is  uttered  as  an 
expression  of  disbelief  or  re- 
fusal. **  In  a  hog's  horn"  as 
hogs  have  no  horns.  An  ab- 
breviation of  an  old  West  of 
England  phrase,  "InaAomwhen 
the  devU  is  blind."  "  I'U  give 
it  you  in  a  horn,**  i.e.,  1  shall 
not  give  it  you,  possibly  allud- 
ing to  the  impossibility  of  keep- 
ing anything  in  a  horn  open  at 
both  ends,  or  to  the  wind  blown 
out  of  a  horn. 

Bom,  a  dram,  a  glass  of 
spirits.  The  word  dates  from 
the  times  when  horns  rather 
than  glasses  were  used  for  the 
purpose.  It  is  almost  obsolete 
in  England,  but  conmion  in 
America. 

He  poured  out  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
water.  Oh,  gummy,  what  a  horn  it  was. 
It  was  strong  enough  to  throw  an  ox  over 
a  five-barred  gate. — Sam  Sikh. 

(Common),  **  to  have  the 
horn,"  to  be  in  a  state  of  sexual 
desire. 

Homess  (American  thieves),  a 
watchman. 
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HomswoggU — Horseshoe. 


Hornswoggle,  to  (American),  to 
hnmbug,  delade,  seduce,  kc 
(English  provinoial),  ttoohd,  de- 
ceitful; iwodgdf  fiUuere, 

Homy  (American,  also  English), 
lecherous,  in  a  state  of  sexual 
desire,  in  rut. 

Horrors  (society),  delirium  tre- 
mens. Derived  from  the  fits  of 
horror  of  imaginary  things  men 
have  in  that  condition. 

And  Mostyn — ^poor  Frank 
Mostyn— Klied  at  last  a  fearful  wreck, 
In    the   A^rrvrr   at    the   upper   Wandi* 
nong. 

— Lyndsey  Gordon :  Poems. 

Horse  collar  (old),  to  die  in  a 
horte  collar  or  nightcap,  to  be 
hanged.  (Tailors),  an  extremely 
long  and  wide  collar. 

Horse  coppers  (American).  This 
term  is  specially  applied  to  men 
who  cheat  people  by  selling 
broken-down,  but  once  first- 
class  horses. 

Horse  editor  (American).  In  the 
United  States  not  only  the 
manager  or  proprietor  and  direc- 
tor of  a  newspaper  is  called  an 
editor,  but  also  all  who  write 
for  it,  the  chief  reporter  being 
"the  city  editor,"  and  the  re- 
viewer "the  literary  editor," 
while  the  gentleman  who  fur- 
nishes the  sporting  news  is 
sometimes  facetiously  termed 
the  Aor<e  editor.  There  is  also 
the  real  or  imag^ary  "fighting 


editor,"  who  is  supposed  to  be 
a  man  who  <*  strikes  from  the 
shoulder"  and  sits  surrounded 
by  revolvers  and  hunting  knives. 
According  to  Puck,  even  the 
porter  of  an  American  news- 
paper shares  the  glory  of  "  edi- 
torialism."  The  writer  in  fact 
knows  an  instance  in  which  the 
janitor  of  an  American  journal, 
when  in  a  rural  community, 
received  much  attention  and 
honour  as  being  "connected 
with  the  press." 

Horse  flesh  (printers),  an  ancient 
term,  according  to  Moxon,  for 
"  dead  horse,"  which  see. 

Horse-godmotfaer  (common  pro- 
vincial), a  fat  vulgar  virago,  a 
very  masculine  woman,  quite  of 
the  lowest  class. 

In  woman  angel  sweetness  let  me  see. 

No  galloping  horse-godmother  for  me. 

—Wokot  {Peter  Pindar\ 

Horse  protestant  (tailors),  a 
churchman. 

Horse-shoe  (common),  the  pteden- 
dwn,  /.  In  the  earliest  Oriental 
mythologies,  all  that  indicated 
f ruitf  ulness,  impregnation,  love, 
&c.,  was  regarded  as  opposed  to 
the  evil  principle  which  sought 
to  cause  barrenness.  Hence  in 
many  countries,  not  only  the 
images  of  the  pallus  and  of  the 
female  organ  were  worn  as 
charms,  but  also  everything 
which  in  any  way  resembled 
them,  such  as  a  horn,  a  per- 
forated stone,  a  ring,  a  snail- 


Horseshoe — Hot. 
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shell,  &c.  Among  these  symbols 
the  hone-thoe  occupies  a  con- 
epicuoas  place.  Hence  the  be- 
lief  that  it  forms  an  amulet, 
and  that  it  is  luckj  to  find  one. 
In  German  the  phrase  **  Sie  hat 
ein  Huf eisen  verloen  '*  (she  has 
lost  a  horte-thoe)  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  a  girl  has  been 
seduced. 

Horse-teeth  (American),  a  man 
with  horse 'teeth  is  one  that 
grasps,  grabs  at,  or  gains  what 
he  aims  at. 

"Who  is  that?"  I  asked  of  my  friend 
Fisher,  as  we  passed  a  marked-looking 
man  on  the  street  the  other  day. 

"That?"  responded  Fisher.  "Why, 
that  is  So-and-so ;  great  man  and  fall  of 
money.  Got  horse-teeth.  That's  the  kind 
of  man  to  succeed  here." — Detroit  Fret 
Press. 

Horse,  the  old  (prison),  for  Horse- 
monger  Lane  Gaol,  built  at  the 
suggestion  of  John  Howard, 
closed  1878. 

Horsey  (common)  applies  to  men 
who  are  great  lovers  of  the 
horse  or  who  affect  a  turf  ap- 
pearance and  conversation.  Also 
to  articles  of  dress  which  in  out 
and  style  recall  those  of  turfites 
or  persons  whose  occupations 
are  connected  with  the  horse. 

Hospital  sheep  (up-country 
Australian),  sheep  suffering 
from  some  contagious  disease 
which  necessitates  tlieir  removal 
from  the  rest. 

They  had  passed  some  miles  back  a 
small  gunyah  and  yard  temporarily  oc* 


cupied  by  a  flock  of  hospiteU  sJuep,  ship- 
headed  by  an  old  black  gin.— ^4.  C.  Grant: 
Busk  Life  in  Queensland, 

Hoss  (American,  Western),  a 
brave,  excellent  man. 

"  Well,  old  fellow,  you're  a  Aoss"  U  a 
Western  expression  which  has  grown  into 
a  truism  as  regards  Judge  Allen,  and  a 
finer  specimen  of  a  Western  judge,  to  vun 
his  constituents'  language, "  ain't  no  whar." 
.  .  .  They  consider  him  one  of  the 
people,  none  of  your  stuck-up  imported 
chapts  from  the  dandy  states,  but  a  real 
genuine  Westerner— in  short,  a  Aoss.— 
Americans  at  Home, 

Hoss-fly  (American),  "old  hou- 
Jly**  a  familiar  form  of  ex- 
pression, such  as  "Well,  old 
boy  I  "  in  England.  It  is  of 
course  a  variation  of  **  horse," 
as  meaning  a  man. 

Says  I,  "  Billson,  yer  hav'n't  got  a 
well-balanced  mind."  Says  he,  "Yet, 
I  have,  old  hoss-fly  (he  was  a  low  cuss)— 
yes,  I  have.  I  have  a  mind  that  balances 
in  any  direction  that  the  public  rekires." 
—A  rtemus  Ward :  The  Prince  of  WaUs, 

Hot  (popular),  exuberant  in  spirits, 
rowdy,  full  of  extravagance  and 
fun,  *•  a  warm  one."  A  hoi  *un, 
a  fast  man  or  woman.  One  who 
goes  the  pace. 

She's  what  Shakspeare  mi}{ht  call  "a 
pure,  unadulterated,  red  -  hot^  clinking 
scorcher."  She's  so  hot  that  when  she 
takes  a  walk  out  in  November  all  the  ooal 
merchants  shut  up  shop,  fancying  it  is 
June.— if/itf/c  HaU  Song:  Why  don't  you 
be  steady,  Afaria. 

(Society),  a  hoi  member  of 
society  is  a  man  or  woman 
who  does  not  much  care  what 
he  or-  she  does,  and  sets  most 
ruliBs  of  decorum  and  morality 
on  one  side. 
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Hot — Hoxter. 


(Thieves),  to  give  hoi  beef, 
vide  Beef. 

Hot  coppers.     Vide  Coppsbs. 

Hottentot  (popular),  a  fool,  a 
siixipleton. 

Hottentots  (East  London),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

All  this  vast  audience  was  purely  local. 
Our  advent,  though  our  attire  was  a  special 
get-up  for  the  occasion,  attracted  instant 
attention,  and  the  cry  of  Hottentots  went 
round.  Hottentots  is  the  playful  way  in 
this  district  of  designating  a  stranger,  that 
is  to  say,  a  stranger  come  from  the  West. 
— George  R.  Sims  :  How  the  Poor  Live, 

Hot  tiger  (Oxford),  a  mixture 
of  hot-spiced  ale  and  sherry 
(Hotten). 

Hot,  to  make  it  (common),  to 
make  it  highly  disagreeable. 

The  smaller  youth  is  sent  out  of  Court 
with  a  caution ;  but  retribution,  or  stem 
justice,  or  Nemesis,  makes  it  hot  for  the 
weeping  lad. —  The  Graphic. 

Hounslow  Heath  (rhyming 
slang),  the  teeth. 

House-farmers,   house-knackers 

(popular),  a  variety  of  the 
"  sweater"  tribe.  Persons  who 
let  bad  lodgings  at  a  high  rent 
to  the  poor. 

Housemaid's  knee  (medical),  a 
swelling  over  the  knee-pan, 
due  to  the  enlargement  of  a 
bursal  sac  which  normally 
occupies  that  position. 

House,  the  (Oxford  University), 
Christ  Church,  Oxford.    (Stock 


Exchange),  the  Stock  Bzobange. 
"  The  probable  origin  of  the  word 
Aoioe,  as  applied  to  the  Stock 
Exchange,  is  as  follows : — Pre- 
vious to  1801,  when  the  jobbers 
and  brokers  (in  Government 
securities)  assembled,  for  a  short 
period,  in  the  Rotunda  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  a  room  was 
rented  in  a  house  facing  Bartho- 
lomew Lane.  When  a  member 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Rotunda  it  was  said  '  he  is  over 
at  the  house,*  At  a  later  period, 
'  when  the  members  moved  into 
their  own  building,  house  now 
became  a  recognised  term,  which 
has  continued  in  use  until  the 
present  day'*  (Atkin's  "House 
Scraps"). 

Hoyeller  (nautical),  a  beach  thief. 

How  d'ye  do  (popular),  a  regular 
haw  d'ye  dOf  a  regular  row  all 
round.  A  regular  mess  or  diffi- 
culty. 

Howler,  to  go  a  (sporting),  to 
lose  heavy  bets. 

Howling^  (common),  great ;  as  in 
a  holding  swell,  a  holding  cad. 

There  was  a  howling^  crush  going  00 
outside  the  Law  Courts. — Sporting  Times. 

JJouiing  bags,  a  swell  pair  of 
trousers. 

Hozter  (thieves),  an  inside  pocket 
Old  English  oxter. 

No  slourd  hoxter  my  snipes  could  stay. 
--Ainsworth. 

(Royal  Military  Academy), 
extra  drill,  a  corruption  of 
extra. 


Hubble-bubble — Hump. 
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The  k0xter  consists  in  the  painful  ordeal 
of  being  compelled  to  turn  out  of  bed  at  an 
early  hour,  and  inarch  up  and  down  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  a  corporal. — Albert 
Barrire:  Argot  and  Slang. 

Hubble-bubble,  the  Indian  pipe, 
termed  a  *'  hookah,'*  is  thus 
designated,  from  the  noise  it 
makes  when  being  smoked 
(Hotten). 

Hubby  (common),  husband. 

Item,  one  fair  daughter,  yclept  Lara. 
Mrs.  S.  has  great  faith  in  her  worthy 
huhby^  and  knows  his  book  by  heart. — 
Modem  Society. 

You  may  happen  on  the  pier,  at  Brightoo 
or  elsewhere, 
To  stumble  on  a  tart  you  think  it 
tame  ; 
And  if  you  should  accost  her,  and  her 
acquaintance  foster, 
I  really  fail  to  see  how  you're  to  blame. 
Should  she  ask  you  out  to  tea,  why  a 
Juggins  you  would  be 
The  friendly  invitation  to  ignore. 
But  your  danger  you'll  perceive,  should 
you  when  you  turn  to  leave 
Come  across  her  hubby  at  the  door. 
— Bird  o'  Freedom, 

Huckleberry  (American),  jest- 
ingly used  to  mean  a  person  or 
subject.  "  That  is  a  huckleberry 
above  me,"  that  beats  me. 

"Dai's  cheatin',"  said  Johnny.  "I'se 
going  to  stay  wid  'em  till  I  graduate. 
Dere's  more  stories  dat  dey  tell  den  you 
can  find  in  de  dime  novels.  Say,  you 
fellows  would  be  'spired  to  hear  about 
'Liger  going  right  up  t'rough  de  clouds  in 
a  chariot  of  fire,  wid  no  balloon,  no  nothin'. 
'Liger  just  got  in  his  chariot,  cut  'er  loose, 
and  flew.  Dat's  wot  kind  of  a  hnckleberty 
'Liger  was.  And,  remember,  dis  was 
thousands  of  years  ago.  before  dere  was 
any  balloons."— -5/n/  o'  Freedom, 

Hue,  to  (thieves),  to  belabour  with 
a  cudgel. 


Huey  (old  oant),  a  town,  a  Tillage. 

HusfSfer  mvLggti  (nautical),  in  its 
Shakspearian  bearing  may  have 
meant  secretly,  or  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner,  but  its  nautical 
application  is  to  express  any- 
thing out  of  order  or  done  in  a 
slovenly  way. 

Hum-box  (popular),  a  pulpit.  Hum 
is  to  cajole,  deceive. 

Well,  you  parish  bull  prig,  are  you  for 
lushing  Jacky,  or  pattering  in  the  hum' 
boxf—Lyiton:  Pelham. 

Hummer  (popular),  a  swaggerer. 

"Isn't  she  a  swell?" 

A  dashing  young  woman  in  gorgeous 
raiment  went  sailing  by  like  a  cutter  in 
a  thirty>mile>an-hour  breeie.  The  sun 
shone  down  upon  her  and  sent  out  from 
her  magnificent  diamond  earrings  and  the 
mass  of  beads  that  covered  her  head  and 
shoulders  a  thousand  hues. 

"Crect,  ChoUy;  she's  a  hummer!" 
said  the  first  speaker's  friend. — St.  Louie 
Globe  Democrat. 

Humming^,  given  by  Hotten  and 
others  as  a  slang  term,  is  a  pro- 
Tincialism  meaning  strong  as 
'applied  to  drink,  and  heady,  in 
which  latter  sense  it  explains 
itself. 

Hump    (common),    to   have    the 
^    hump,  to  be  low-spirited,  dis- 
tressed, mortified,  alluding  to 
the  attitude  of  one  who  is  cast 
down. 

Break  I  break  !  break  I 
O  ball  on  thy  way  to  the  stump. 

So  let's  alter  the  law, 

Without  any  more  jaw. 
Or  you'll  give  an  old  buffer  the  hum^. 
—Fred  Cole :  'J  he  Came  of  Cricket. 
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Hump — Ignoramus. 


**  To  have  one's  Aump  ap,"  to 
be  cross  like  a  cat  with  its 
back  set  up.  To  hump  is  a  pro- 
vincialism meaning  to  grumble, 
and  is  used  in  the  slangj  sense 
of  to  spoil.  In  America  to 
hump  oneself  is  to  prepare 
promptly  for  an  attack. 

Hump  the  swafif,  to  (Australian), 
to  carry  one's  luggage  on  one's 
back. 

And  you  may  often  have  to  hump  your 
cwn  rw€ig^  for  the  able-bodied  fellows  who 
are  standing  about  are  probably  too  well 
off  to  care  to  earn  your  shilling.— C.  T.  : 
Impressions  of  AustraUa  {BlackwootTs 
Magazine), 

Hums  (old  cant),  the  congrega- 
tion in  a  church. 

Hunker  (American),  one  opposed 
to  progress  in  politics,  one  op- 
posed to  progress  in  general. 


Hunks.  This  word  ia  giren  bj 
Hotten  and  others  as  a  alang 
term,  but  it  is  a  recogniaed  pro- 
vincialism, meaning  a  miser. 

Hunky  (American),  good,  joUj; 
"everything  went  off  Atcdfcf," 

went  off  well. 

Hunt,  in  the  (popular),  regarded  as 
admitted  to  a  circle  or  society. 
"He  VAxntht  Ann/,"  he  is  one 
of  us. 

Although  we  isn't  aristocrats,  we  hold  a 
quid  or  two,  and  are  considered  m  tht 
hunt  —Sam  Wagkom  :  Tkt  Merry  Samd- 
boy. 

Hunting  (thieves),  oard-sharping. 

Hurkaru  (Anglo-Indian),  a  mes- 
senger. 

Husband's  tea  (popular),  weak 
tea. 


am  not  here  (tailors), 
I  don't  feel  inclined 
to  work;  or,  I  wish 
to  be  left  alone. 


Ictus  (legal),  a  lawyer.  A  cor- 
ruption oi  juris  contultus. 

Idea  pot  (thieves),  the  head;  also 
called  "  knowledge-box." 

I  desire  (rhyming  slang),  a  fire. 

If  not,  why  not?  (American),  a 
peculiar  colloquial  expression, 
as  "Will  you  take  a  drink — tf 
nott  icAy  not  f  " 


Personal — Has  it  ever  occurred  to  yoa 
that  there  is  a  combination  of  *  *  the  brains,** 
"the  men,"  and  "the  money  too"  at  159 
Washington  Street  7  If  so.  don't  you  think 
that  it  would  be  to  3rour  interest  to  call 
'round  and  have  some  talk  with  Bowyer, 
the  expei  t  in  circular  advertising  ?  I/noi, 
why  not  i — Chicago  Tribune, 

Ignoramus  Jury  (old  cant\  for- 
merly a  slang  name  for  a  Grand 
Jury.  When  a  bill  was  ignored, 
instead  of  writing  across  it  "No 
true  bill,"  the  Latin  word  ^»o- 
ramutf  we  do  not  know,  was 
employed — hence  the  saying  in 
question.  *'  If  you  find  that 
anything  proceeds   from  envy 


Ignoramus — 77/  have. 
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and  malice,  and  not  of  due  pro- 
secution, you  may  acqnit  the 
person  that  is  so  wrongfully 
prosecuted,  and  so  justice  is 
done  between  party  and  party, 
so  an  /f/noramut  Jury  may  not 
be  of  no  use." 

I  g^ess  it's  all  turkey  (Ameri- 
can), a  quaint  saying  indicating 
that  all  is  equally  good.  It  is 
said  that  an  old  gentleman  who 
was  asked  at  a  Thanksgiving 
dinner  if  he  preferred  the  white 
meat  or  dark  of  the  standard 
dish,  replied,  **  I  don't  care 
which  ;   /  guess  it's  all  turkey,^* 

Ikey  (popular),  a  Jew  ;  a  corrup- 
tion of  Isaac.  Also  said  of  any 
one  who  thinks  himself  know- 
ing, smart,  and  has  a  great 
opinion  of  himself. 

ril  eat  my  head  (popular),  vari- 
ants. •'  I'll  eat  my  hat"  (some 
erroneously  think  hat  here  is 
a  corruption  of  heart) ;  "  1*11 
eat  my  boots,"  "  my  head,"  &c. 
A  boastful  promise  —  an  un- 
meaning way  of  expressing  some- 
thing impossible  of  achievement. 
Mr.  Grimwig  in  "  Oliver  Twist " 
backed  and  confirmed  nearly 
every  assertion  he  made  with 
this  handsome  offer. 

It  was  the  more  singular  in  his  case 
because,  even  admitting,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  the  possibility  of  scientific  im- 
provements bcinj;  ever  brought  to  tliat 
pass  which  will  enable  a  man  to  eai  hit 
oum  head  in  the  event  of  his  being  so 
disposed,  Mr.  Grimwig's  head  was  such 
a  particularly  large  one  thnt  the  most 
sanguine  man  alive  could  hardly  entertain 
a  hope  of  being  able  to  get  through  it  at 


a  sitting,  to  put  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion a  very  thick  coating  of  powder.— > 
Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 

Illegitimate  (racing),  an  absurd 
formula  used  by  the  sporting 
press  as  a  synonym  for  steeple- 
chasing,  hurdle  -  racing,  and 
hunters'  flat-races.  Previous  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Grand 
National  Hunt  Ck)mmittee,  these 
sports  were  unregulated  by  any 
code  of  law,  and  unrecogpiised 
by  any  racing  tribunal,  and 
were  then  properly  regarded 
as  illegitimate.  They  are  now, 
however,  as  much  under  rules 
as  flat-racing ;  nevertheless  the 
term  illegitimate  continues  to  be 
applied  to  them  though  it  has 
lost  its  force  or  significance. 

Illegitimate  season,  also  called 
the  dead  season,  viz.,  the  time 
between  the  weeks  which  in- 
cludes the  22nd  November  in 
one  year,  and  that  which  in- 
cludes the  25th  of  March  in  the 
year  following.  No  races  under 
Newmarket  rules  are  allowed 
during  this  period,  which  is 
obviously  the  most  suitable  for 
the  other  or  so-called  illegiti' 
mate  branch  of  racing. 

I'll  have  your  g^al  I  (street  slang), 
a  cry  raised  by  street  boys  or 
roughs  when  they  see  a  fond 
couple  together.  In  like  man- 
ner, in  small  theatres  in  Paris, 
the  pit  will  raise  a  cry  of  "  11 
Tembrassera  I  "  when  a  man  and 
woman  are  sitting  together 
apart  from  others. 

1  proffered  and  she  took  my  arm. 
Which  I  thought  would  be  refused ; 

2  H 
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77/  have — Improvers. 


Vllhtttft  your  gall  the  urchins  cried. 

At  which  I  felt  amused. 

—Ballad:  Th*  Thamtx  EmbankmtnL 

I'll  have  your  hat  (street  cry). 

There  is  a  cry  thnt  drives  me  wild 
Which  is,  /  7/  kaxt*  your  kat  I 
I  'II  hav€  your  hat  I  I  'II  have  your  hoi  t 
Wi  1  be  the  death  of  me,  that's  flat, 
It  makes  me  feel  so  nervous  that, 
Whene'er  they  cry,  I' il  htfoe  your  hat  I 
,  — BroadsitU  Ballad, 

ril  tell  you  a  story  of  old  Mother 
Morey  (American),  said  sarcas- 
tically of  a  narrative  which  haa 
nothing  in  it.  From  a  very  old 
nursery  rhyme  repeated  to  chil- 
dren when  they  are  importunate 
to  be  told  a  story. 

/  'II  tell  yoH  a  story 
Of  old  Mother  Morey, 

And  now  my  story's  begun 
I'll  tell  you  another. 
About  her  brother, 

And  now  my  story  is  done. 

lUumina  (Winchester  College),  an 
abbreviation  for  ''illumination." 
On  the  last  Sunday  night  in 
"Short  Half"  before  Grass 
Court  was  thrown  open,  candles 
were  planted  in  temples  or 
niches  cut  in  Mead's  wall.  In 
this  consisted  the  Ulumina.  This 
is  now  done  in  "Short  Halt" 
and  the  effect  is  enhanced  by 
a  blazing  bonfire. 

Tm  afloat  (rhyming  slang),  a  boat. 

Im-koy  (pidgin  Cantonese),  not 
ought,  t.^,  you  should  not. 
Used  politely  in  accepting  or 
asking  a  civility. 

Immediately  sooner,  if  not  before 

(American),  a  made-up  phrase, 
heard  occasionally  among  boys. 


Immense  (American),  ezoeUent, 
or  extremely  good.  Such  and 
such  a  person  is  said  to  be  sn 
"  imwunse  f dlow,"  or  liquor  ii 
advertised  as  imwunse,  or  a 
tailor  notifies  that  he  is  **m- 
metue  on  pants,"  and  a  dress- 
maker that  she  is  "  immente  <m 
skirts,"  though  she  does  not 
boast  of  being  "immeme  in  her 
charges." 

Imp.  The  imp  is  the  devil  of 
the  devil,  or  attomey-genezal's 
devils.  There  are  many  of  them, 
and  have  no  position  whatever 
in  the  law.  They  only  "  devfl," 
or  get  up  cases  for  the  junior 
counsel  to  the  Treasury,  though 
in  doing  this  they  often  contrive 
to  get  work  for  themselves  as 
well;  thus  there  are  many  devils 
in  the  law. 

Impo.  or  impos.  (schools),  abbre- 
viation for  imposition.  At  Chel* 
tenham  College  both  masters 
and  boys  call  this  an  "  impot" 

Impost-taker  (American  thieves), 
a  man  who  lends  money  to 
thieves  and  gamblers,  or  pros- 
titutes, at  very  high  rates  of 
interest. 

Improvers  (trade),  young  men 
learning  a  business,  and  who 
enter  into  employment  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  work.     Vide  Bustle. 

In  this  establUhment  no  junion  or 
im/rovers  are  kept,  and  all  the  medidacs 
are  prepared  by  the  proprietor  himieU^ 
and  by  a  thoroughly  competent  atsistaoL 
—Advertisememt  of  a  Ckgmiti  in  Weti- 
t^atO'on-the-Sea, 


I'm  something — Infantry. 
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I'm  something  of  a  liar  myself 
(American).  It  is  said  that  a 
certain  gentleman  who  was 
given  to  narrating  extraordi- 
nary experiences,  having  on 
one  occasion  told  a  very  re- 
markable incident  of  travel, 
then  turned  to  a  Scotchman 
who  was  present  and  asked 
him  if  he  was  not  astonished. 
"Na,  na,"  replied  the  Scot,  •*  I'm 
na  that — rm  womething  of  a  leear 
my8d\**  This  saying  has  be- 
come of  late  (1887)  extremely 
popular  in  the  United  States, 
and  is  repeated  without  mercy 
among  '*  the  ruder  sort"  when- 
ever any  one  is  suspected  of 
playing  Munchausen. 

In  (common),  to  be  in  with  one, 
to  be  even  with  him,  or  be  on 
intimate  terms  with  him.  In 
for  it,  in  trouble  or  difficulty. 
(American),  to  be  in  it,  a 
phrase  expressive  of  taking  an 
interest  —  pecuniary,  personal, 
or  mental — in  anything.  Like 
"  I'm  on  it,"  *•  I'm  in  it."  signi- 
fying  that  I  have  a  part  in  the 
subject. 

I  won't  listen  to  your  noncents  no  longer. 
Jest  say  rite  strate  oat  what  you're  drivin 
at.  If  you  mean  gettin  hitched,  I'm  m. — 
Ariemus  H^ard. 

A  horse  on  publication  of  a 
handicap  is  said,  in  describing 
his  prospective  chance,  to  be 
in  it,  "not  in  it,"  or  ** right 
bang  in  it,"  according  to  the 
view  and  judgment  of  the 
speaker.  The  same  terms  are 
used  during  the  progress  of  a 
race. 


In  a  skiffle  (tailors),  in  a  great 
hurry. 

In  a  tin-pot  way  (popular),  in  a 
small,  inferior,  trifling  manner. 

I  light  my  long  pipe  and  I  sit  up  in  bed* 
and  don't  we  enjoy  ourselves  in  our  own 
Hn-pct  way  f^  H^m.  Bonus :  Boozing 
Bill. 

In  deep  water  (American),  in 
pecuniary  difficulties  or  in 
trouble. 

From  the  statement  of  Mr.  West's  attor« 
ney  it  would  seem  that  Elder  has  been  in 
dtep  water  for  several  months.  His  real 
estate  was  mortgaged  for  $5000. — Chicago 
Tribune. 

Indescribables  (society),  trousers. 

Indian  mess  (American),  the  mix- 
ing and  eating  all  kinds  of 
food. 

Individualise,  to  (American),  to 
identify  a  person,  to  indicate 
any  one. 

No  lady  of  refinement  uses  perfume  to 
excess.  A  delicate  suggestion  of  an  odour 
is  a  pretty  way  of  individttalising  one, 
provided  too  many  do  not  use  the  same 
perfume. — Detroit  Tribune. 

One  may  hear  in  the  United 
States  or  read  in  the  newspapers 
that  persons  are  "individual  in 
their  orders,"  or  habits,  ».e., 
peculiar. 

Inexpressibles  (society),  a  sham- 
modest  expression  for  trousers. 

Infantry  (popular),  children.  The 
French  have  the  slang  expres* 
sion,  "  entrer  dans  I'infanterie," 
to  become  pregnant.  Light 
infantrif,  fleas. 
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Infdr — Inside. 


Infa'r  (American),  a  wedding  fes- 
tivity,  feast,  or  party. 

Bre'r  Rabbit  got  one  ev  de  gals,  en  dey 
had  a  weddin'  en  a  big  in/a'r. —  UncU 
Remus. 

Ill  for  patter  (thieves),  awaiting 
trial.     Vide  Patteb. 

In  for  pound  (thieves),  committed 
for  the  assizes. 

In  g^ood  shape  (American,  and 
well  known  in  England),  to  be 
'•  in  pood  shape"  is  to  be  quite 
correct. 

In  Good  .9Aa/r.— The  total  indebted- 
ness of  the  City  of  Deadwood  falls  below 
$6000.— y^m^nVoM  XcMspafer. 

In  his  Idsh  (tailors),  quite  at  home 
and  pleased. 

In  his  shell  (tailors),  not  in  a 
talking  mood,  sulky,  or  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

Iniquity  -  office  (American),  in- 
quiry offices  or  bureaux  which 
advertise  to  find  employment 
for  governesses,  servants,  &c., 
and  obtain  situations  for  them 
on  condition  of  rcceiWng  from 
twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  of 
their  first  vear's  wajxes.  Such 
'•  affairs  "  arc  common  in  Lon- 
don, and  many  are  oven  worse 
than  the  worst  in  New  York. 

Injun  here  I  (American),  a  phrase 
often  used  jocosely  when  a  man 
asserts  that  he  has  remained 
true  to  his  principles.  It  is 
said  that  an  Indian  when  lost 
in  the  woods  and  unable  to  find 


his  wickee  or  wigwam,  struck 
an  attitude  and  exclaimed,  **/ii- 
jun  no  lost.  Wickee  lost — /n^im 
htrt !  " 

Ink-e-li  (pidgin\  English;  Man- 
darin, ying-kuo, 

Inksling^er  (common),  a  clerk,  a 
journalist  or  reporter. 

Edmund  Yates  went  to  see  and  partially 
eat  at  the  Newspaper  Press  Fnnd  Dinner; 
and  thereat  the  majority  of  the  toasts 
devolved  on  Lord  Chief  Justice  Cole- 
ridge, who  is  not  overburdened  with  reason 
for  liking  Edmund,  who  was  to  respond 
for  the  inkslingers.  —S/crtj'ti£^  Times. 

Inky  (tailors),  a  reply  given  to  a 
question  it  is  not  desirable  to 
answer.  "  Who  told  you  that 
tale  7  ••  "  Inhy:'  Slopcuttefs 
term.  Also  used  among  book* 
sellers,  printers,  &c.,  as  an  eva- 
sive answer. 

Innocent  (American  thieves),  a 
corpse,  an  idiot,  or  a  convict. 

Inside  (pidgin-English\,  within, 
in,  interior,  heart,  mind,  soul, 
in  the  country.  *♦  Y'ou  belongey 
smart  intide,**  you  are  intelli- 
gent. A  Chinese,  many  years 
ago,  on  being  shown  a  picture 
of  a  locomotive,  at  once  re- 
marked, "Hab  got  too  much 
plenty  all-same  inside"  we 
have  many  such  in  the  in- 
terior of  China.  On  or«?  occa- 
sion a  Chinese  said  **  Hab  got 
one  piecee  man,  one  piecee 
girlyroom-i»w<^.*'  Uoom-intide 
means  within. 

Inside  he  mouth  (pidgin-English), 
secretly  in  his  mind,  to  himself 


Inside — Interviewer. 
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reserved.      "Inside  he  heart'* 
has  the  same  meaning. 

Inside  squatter  (Australian  up- 
country),  a  squatter  (y.  v.)  in  a 
settled  district,  used  in  the 
wilder  parts  of  Australia,  the 
north  of  New  South  Wales,  the 
northern  territory,  and  especi- 
ally Queensland.  Inside  squat- 
tert  are  those  who  reside  within 
the  margin  of  settlements,  as 
distinguished  from  "pioneer" 
or  "  outside  squatters." 

Station<i  were  formed  for  nearly  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  outside  John's  Run, 
and  he  be.;an  to  regard  himself  as  quite 
an  inside  squatter.  His  neij^hbours 
greatly  assisted  him  in  keeping  his  cattle 
together,  turning  them  hack  and  sending 
over  notice  whenever  they  were  discovered 
making  aw:iy;  and,  in  like  manner,  he 
performed  the  same  good  office  for  them. 
Things  soon  beg  m  to  wear  quite  a  settled 
look. — A.  C.  Grant. 

Institution  (American).  Bartlett 
calls  this  a  Hash  word  of  recent 
introduction  as  applied  to  any 
prevalent  practice  or  thing. 
But  it  was  so  common  as  to 
attract  the  notice  of  Dickens 
on  his  first  visit  to  the  United 
States,  since  he  made  Martin 
Chuzzlewit  inquire  if  spitting 
was  an  American  insfUution. 

Instruct  outt  to  (American), 
originally  and  strictly  "to  re- 
move from  oflice,  as  a  Member 
of  Congress  by  instructions 
from  a  State  Legislature" 
(Bartlett) ;  popularly,  to  turn  out 
in  almost  any  way,  especially 
by  appeal  to  a  higher  autho- 
rity. 


If  you  don't  git  out  of  this  place,  you 
young  pollution,  afore  to-morrow  mornin', 
I  guess  you'll  fig  instructed  to  evaporate 
from  the  boss  himself — and  he'll  make  it 
as  hot  for  you  as  a  Fourth  Ward  Meet- 
ing.— How  Si/as  Greenstick  got  to  Con- 
gress. 

Interviewer  (American),  a  term 
which  began  to  come  into  gene- 
ral use  about  1S80,  or  earlier. 
It  was  applied  to  the  visiting 
eminent  (or  any  other)  persons, 
by  the  reporters  of  newspapers, 
for  the  purpose  of  extracting 
information  from  them.  Inter- 
viewing in  the  United  States 
was  developed  into  an  art  before 
the  term  crossed  the  water  to 
England.  But  now  the  French 
journalists  send  their  men  to 
inUrview  politicians. 

At  the  recent  Missouri  Democratic  Con- 
vention, each  interi'ietver  from  the  St. 
Louis  G.obe-Democrat  wore  a  badge  of 
white  satin  pinned  to  the  cuat  lapel  with 
a  silver  star,  and  bearing  this  legend  : — 

Globe-Demockat  Interviewing  Corps. 

••I'll  call  thee  Hamlet, 
King,  Father,  Royal  Dane.    Oh,  answer 

me, 
Let  me  not  burst  in  ignorance." 

As  he  finished  with  his  victim,  each 
interviewer  handed  him  a  check,  which 
he  put  in  his  hat-band,  and  thus  evaded 
any  further  bother  with  the  reporters. 
These  checks  were  inscribed  as  follows  : — 

PUMPKD. 

Keep  this  check  in  your  hat,  and  you 
will  n  )t  be  again  disturbed  by  a  reporter. 

— Chicago  Tribunt. 

This  is  what  in  American 
parlance  may  be  called  bringing 
interviewing  '*  down  to  a  fine 
point." 

..  I  returned  to  the  United  States  after 
eleven  years'  absence,  and  found  that  many 
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In  the  buff — In  the  wind. 


new  things  had  sprung  up  during  the  time. 
One  of  these  was  "interviewing,"  which 
had  been  developed  ''to  a  high  note," 
as  I  soon  experienced.  I  was  hardly  at 
home  before  a  young  man  came  to  take 
my  portrait  in  writing.  Oddly  enough 
he  was  "  on  "  a  newspaper  of  which  I  had 
been  managing  editor  for  three  years. 
Finding  him  clever  and  gentlemanly,  but 
inexperienced,  I  proposed  to  inttrvirte 
myself  for  him,  which  I  did,  asking  mj'self 
what  I  thought  of  the  country,  and  so  on. 
A  few  evenings  later  1  delivered  a  lecture. 
At  midnight  another  reporter  called  to  work 
it  up.  I  was  in  bed,  but  I  remembered  how 
sorry  I  should  have  been  when  I  was  on  a 
newspaper  to  have  missed  anything,  so  I 
called  him  in,  and  he  sat  down  by  my  bed- 
side and  phonographed  away,  while  I  gave 
him  the  points.  Well,  as  Dumas  says  of 
life  in  Naples,  "It  is  'sbirro'  one  day, 
and  '  lazarone '  the  next,"  at  one  time 
tending  forth  interviewers  and  then  being 
interviewed. — C.  G.  Leland:  Journal, 

In  the  buflf  (tailors),  stripped. 

In  the  cart  (common),  to  be  in  the 
cart,  is  to  be  defrauded,  sorely 
disappointed.     Vide  Cakt. 

In  showing  a  photo,  'tis  wise  to  reflect 
That  the  girl  may  have  no  taste  for  art, 

So  see  that  the  cabinet's  fairly  correct, 
Or  you  may  find  yourself  in  the  cart. 

— Sporting  Times, 

In  the  crook  or  click  (tailors), 
in  the  act  of  cutting. 

In  the  hole  (printers).  This  term 
is  applied  to  a  compositor  when 
he  is  bcliind-hand  in  closing  up 
his  copy,  and  his  companions 
that  have  taken  subsequent 
copy  await  the  closing-up  of 
his  portion,  that  the  making-up 
into  pages  may  proceed. 

In  the  know  (common),  the  ex- 
pression explains  itself.  * 


The  clock  of  St.  Paul's  had  not  long 
struck  one  ere  chance  brought  me  into 
collision  with  an  old  friend  who  did  a 
little  in  the  dramatic  line  for  one  or  two 
newspapers,  and  who  was  generaUy  sop- 
posed  to  be  in  the  know^  as  to  most  things 
connected  with  metropolitan  play-hooacs. 
— TVjms  Talk. 

In  the  ragfs  (tailors),  in  trouble, 
disputing,  or  in  disgrace. 

In  the  slash  (tailors),  fighting. 

In  the  straw  (common),  said  of 
married  ladies  when  accouched. 
Hotten  is  wrong  in  saying  this 
phrase  is  coarse  in  origin  and 
metaphor,  whatever  it  may  be 
now.  1 1  is  in  reality  very  old.  and 
dates  back  to  the  days  when  all 
beds  were  stuffed  with  straw. 
Even  the  highest  and  most 
exalted  in  position — Heniy  VIIL, 
for  example — lay  upon  straw, 
for  Brand  tells  us  that  "there 
were  directions  for  certain  per- 
sons to  examine  every  night  the 
straw  of  the  king^s  bed,  that 
no  daggers  might  be  concealed 
therein." 

In  the  swim.  Hotten  limits  this 
to  being  in  a  run  of  luck,  or  in 
a  good  «trtm,  beoause  anglers 
are  in  luck  when  they  find  a 
«iftm  or  "  school "  of  fish.  But 
of  late  the  term  is  applied  en- 
tirely to  being  what  the  French 
call  "dans  le  mouvement*'  (slang 
equivalent,  "  dans  le  train  **),  in 
with  the  world,  in  the  current 
excitements,  speculations,  ideas, 
and  interests  of  the  age. 

In  the  wind  (nautical),  intoxi- 
cated. 


Intimate — Irish. 
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Intimate  (American  thieyes),  a 
shirt. 

Into  (popular),  to  be»  walk,  slip, 
drop  tnto,  to  attack  one,  fight 
him.  (American),  short  of,  want- 
ing, as  "It  was  all  right  into 
a  yard  missing,"  "I  found  the 
account  correct  xtUo  four  cents." 

I  thought  I  did  pretty  well  deliverin'  all 
the  load  into  one  box.  Considerin'  I'd 
come  as  nigh  into  losin'  the  hull  cargo, 
I  guessed  it  was  pretty  well.  But  when 
Zekiel  Hill  missed  that  box  he  was  in  an 
awful  takin'.  He  swore  a  lot  of  oaths  as 
long  as  a  kite-string,  and  sent  'em  ascend- 
ing up  to  heaven  like  unto  the  same. — 
Now  Silas  Greens  tick  got  to  Congress. 

Intnm  (American),  the  inside 
track  in  a  race,  the  advantage 
at  a  start. 

Dis  kinder  tarrify  Brer  Rabbit,  en  he 
skasely  know  what  he  gwine  to  do ;  but 
bimeby  he  study  ter  histef  dat  de  man 
w'at  see  Urer  Fox  fuss  wuz  boun'  ter  have 
de  intum. — Uncie  Remus. 

Invitations  to  drink  (American). 
The  following  expressions  are 
all  stamped,  endorsed,  and  ap- 
proved in  drinking  circles : — 

Invitations. 

What'U  you  have  ? 

Nominate  your  pizen  ! 

Will  you  irrigate? 

Will  you  tod  ? 

Wet  your  whistle  ? 

How '11  you  have  it  ? 

Let  us  stimulate  t 

Let's  drive  another  nail ! 

What's  your  medicine  ? 

Willstdutrinken? 

Try  a  little  anti-abstinence  7 

Swy  (zwei)  La^er ! 

Your  whisky's  waiting. 

Will  you  try  a  smile  ? 

Will  you  taJce  a  nip  7 

Let's  get  there. 


Try  a  little  Indian  7 
Suck  some  corn -juice  7 

Responses. 

Here's  into  your  face  ! 
Here's  how  ! 
Here's  at  you ! 
Don't  care  if  I  do. 
Well,  I  will. 
I'm  thar ! 

Accepted,  unconditionally. 
Well,  I  don't  mind. 
Sir,  your  most. 
Sir,  your  utmost. 
You  do  me  proud  1 
Yes,  sir-ree  I 
With  you—ya  1 
Anything  to  oblige. 
On  time. 
I'm  with  you. 
Count  me  in. 
I  subscribe. 
— C.  Lelisnd  Harrison :  MS. 
A  tnericanisms. 

I.  P.  (legal),  a  corruption  of  in 
personam,  an  expression  very 
common  among  the  Old  Bailey 
barristers.  It  is  a  defence  from 
the  prisoner  or  his  friends  given 
direct  to  counsel  without  the 
intervention  of  a  solicitor. 

Irish  cockney  (popular),  a  child 
bom  of  Irish  parents  in  any 
part  of  the  southern  counties 
of  England  (Ilotten).  "You're 
Irish ! "  is  a  common  phrase 
when  a  child  or  person  is  say- 
ing something  not  quite  intel- 
ligible to  the  listener. 

Irish,  Indian,  Dutch  (American), 
all  of  these  words  are  used  to 
signify  anger  or  arousing  temper. 
But  to  say  that  one  has  his 
**  Indian  up,"  implies  a  great 
degree  of  vindictiveness,  while 
Dutch  wrath  is  stubborn  but 
yielding  to  reason. 
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Irishman — /  say. 


Irishman's  harvest  (coster- 
mongers),  the  orange  season. 

Irishman's  rise  (tailors  and  com- 
mon), wages  reduced. 

Irish  theatre  (military),  a  guard- 
room or  lock-up  in  barracks. 

Iron  (mechanics),  bad  iront  used 
in  reference  to  any  bad  affair, 
failure  of  any  kind. 

Ironclads,  baked  pies,  so  called 
from  the  armour-plated  con- 
sistencies of  the  outside  crust. 
Of  American  origin.  During 
the  Civil  War  irondad  was  ap- 
plied to  everything  well  de- 
fended or  hard.  An  **  ironclad 
oath."  A  severely  virtuous  girl 
was  an  ironclad. 

Iron  cow,  the  pump  ;  so  called 
by  the  milk  dealers  of  London 
because  it  provides  them  with 
the  water  for  what  is  some- 
times called  the  stretching — 
that  is,  the  dilution  and  adul- 
teration—of the  milk  which 
they  supply  to  their  defrauded 
customers. 

Iron  face  (pidgin),  stern,  obdu- 
rate, cruel,  severe;  Cantonese, 
teel  meen;  Mandarin,  t^eeaylayecn. 
"  He  makee  my  one  Hon  face, 
too-muchec  bad  heart  he  hab 
got." 

Iron  making  (popular),  occupying 
a  berth  or  billet  in  which  money 
is  to  be  put  by. 

Ironsides  (nautical),  formerly  a 
sobriquet  for  favourite,  veteran 


men-of-war,  but  latterly  aj^lied 
to  iron  and  ironclad  ships  (Ad- 
miral Smyth). 

Irrigate,  to  (American),  to  drink, 
to  take  liquor  or  refreshment ;  a 
synonymous  expression  is  "  to 
smile."  Of  Mexican  frontier 
origin. 

Irrigate  your  canal  (American). 
This  is  becoming  common  in 
England  as  an  invitation  to  take 
a  drink. 

Scumbling  across  a  barrel  of  ale  ia  the 
house,  and  feeling  a  little  thirsty,  Josqih 
thought  he  had  found  an  excellent  o(>* 
portunity  for  irrigating  his  (UimcHUtry 
ca$uti. — Sunday  Times. 

Isabella  (rhyming  slang),  an  um- 
brella. 

I  saw,  I  seen  him  (American),  a 
Western  phrase  implying  agree- 
ment, harmony,  or  good  fellow- 
ship. 

He  was  drunk,  but  /  seen  him  all  the 
same.  "  Come  and  have  a  drink,"  says  I. 
— /\.  Francis :  6aJdie  a»td  Moccasin. 

I  say  (pidgin).  "  The  Chinese 
mob  used  to  call  the  English 
soldiers  A^tays  or  I  fays,  from 
their  frequent  use  of  the  ex- 
pression. The  French  gamins 
used  to  do  the  same  in  Bou- 
logne. At  Araoy  the  Chinese 
used  to  call  out  aft^r  foreign- 
ers, AkeCf  akee  !  a  tradition  from 
the  Portuguese  a^tci,  *  Here  I '  In 
Java  the  French  are  called  bv 
the  natives  Orany-dcedong,  i.e., 
the  dtUs-donc  people"  (Anglo- 
Indian  Glossary).      It    is    not 


/  say — Ivories. 
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unusual  for  common  people  in 
England  and  America  to  call 
Frenchmen  "ding-dongs"  from 
the  same  words,  and  in  the 
latter  country  boys  cry  after 
Germans  Nix  cum  arouse!  and 
WitgchU!  and  greet  Italians  as 
'•Johnny  Dagos"  {vide  Dago). 

Is  his  giblets  in  ?  (American),  is 
he  all  right?  From  a  coarse 
story. 

Ishkimmisk  (tinkers),  drunk ; 
Gaelic,  misgeach. 

I  should  smile  (American).  In 
this  phrase  a  strong  accent  is 
laid  on  "should."  It  comes 
comes  from  such  expressions 
a.s  "Well,  I  should  think  1" 
which  are  often  left  incomplete, 
but  which  when  completed 
would  bo  "that  he  ought  to 
be  ashamed,"  or  "  that  people 
would  know  l)etter,"  &c.  Its 
general  meaning  is  an  intima- 
tion of  surprise,  or  mild  con- 
tempt. It  is  much  used  by 
women,  and  is  believed  to  have 
originated  in  the  suburbs  of 
Boston  or  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York. 

We  asked  Joe  Capp  the  other  day, 

And  asked  it  without  Kuile, 
"If  asked   to  drink,  what  would   you 
say: 
He  answered  :  "  /  should  stniie." 
— Bird  o  FrttdoiH. 

Isle  of  Fling  (east  end),  coat. 

Isle  of  France  (rhyming  slang), 
a  dance. 


Istubbul  (Anglo- Indian).  "This 
usual  Hindu  word  for  stable 
may  naturally  be  imagined  to 
be  a  corruption  of  the  English 
word.  But  it  is  really  the  Arab 
utahl,  though  that  no  doubt 
Citme  in  old  times  from  the  Latin 
stabulum  through  some  Byzan- 
tine Greek  form  "  (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

I  suppose  (rhyming  slang),  the 
nose. 

Itchland  (popular),  Scotland,  al- 
luding to  the  ailment  caused  by 
a  diet  of  oatmeal. 

Items  (American  thieves),  in 
gamblers'  slang,  looking  at  a 
party's  hand  and  conveying  to 
an  opposition  player  by  signs 
what  it  contains.  A  looking- 
glass  is  sometimes  used,  or  else 
signs. 

It  goes  (American),  it  is  all  right, 
I  agree  with  you,  it  is  well. 


II 


'  Come  into  the  ranch  and  have  a  drink, 
Sam,"  says  I.     **  A  drink  ^i»«,"  sa>-s  he. 

It  takes  the  gloss  ofif  (tailors), 
it  takes  away  the  profit,  or 
materiallv  detracts  from  its 
value. 

Ivories  (popular),  the  teeth. 

These  ones  object  to  learning  lengthy 
parts ;  rehearsals  bore  them,  and  stage 
managers  are  notoriously  anything  but 
angels.  One  damsel  possesses  nice  arms, 
another  is  blessed  with  a  swan-like  neck, 
a  third  rejoices  in  a  set  of  lovely  ivorietf 
and  a  fourth  h.ts  a  particularly  neat  ankle. 
— Modern  Society. 
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Ivories — Jackaroo, 


"To  flash  your  ivorie$"  to 
show  your  teeth ;  **  to  wash  your 
ivorie»t*  to  drink.  Also  dice. 
(BiUiards),  the  balls.  "The 
itoriei  run  badly  for  him,"  the 
game  is  against  him,  or,  he  has 


no  luck.    (Gard-i^aTen),  checks 
and  counters. 

Promptly  Murmt  placed  by  the  aide  of 
Halsey's  chips  a  column  of  i^&rin  twice 
as  high.  It  was  a  raise  and  up  to  the 
limit.— ^<n/#'  FrutUm. 


"jay'* 


put  after  a  judge*s 
name,  being  an  abbre- 
viation for  Justice, 
thusDenmanJ.  Also 
an  abbreyiation  for 
or  *•  juggins." 

Up !  punters  and  pencillers,  hie  ye  away 

To  the  slopes  that  are  crowded  on  gay 
Derby  day. 

Stream  forth  in  your  thousands  from  ham- 
lets and  towns 

To  Epsom's  bepeopled  and  booth-dotted 
Downs. 

Up!  flat-catching  magsmen  and  boys  of 

that  ilk. 
On  the  warpath  the /of  hisooftish  to  milk. 
"  Here's  a  quid  for  the  man  who  will  turn 

up  the  knave  ! " 
Here's  a  snip  for  those  "sports"  who  the 

bookie  would  brave. 

— Bird  o  Freedom. 

Jab,  to  (English  and  American), 
to  poke,  or  stick  with  any  in- 
strument, commonly  spelt  job, 
is  mostly  used  in  this  sense. 

Tom :  Yes.  You  remember  that  C<esar 
held  out  against  the  gang  until  he  saw 
Brutus  trying  taj'a^  him,  and  then  he  just 
said,  "  £t  tu  Brute  1 "  and  covered  up  his 
face  with  his  mantle. — Republican. 

Jabber,  to,  a  word  frequently 
but  vulgarly  used  in  England, 
and  still  oftener  in  America,  to 
mean  not  to  speak  badly,  but  to 
talk  any  foreign  language  what- 


ever, even  though  it  be  done  cor- 
rectly. 

At  once  the  bird  started  /^/s^iArr  Italian, 
and  had  quite  a  conversation  with  the  man. 
^~Sav€tHnak  Morning  News. 

To  jabber^  in  the  sense  of  to 
talk  indistinctly,  is  a  perfectly 
recognised  word. 

Jabble  sea  (nautical),  a  choppy, 
nasty  sea. 

Jack  (American).  It  is  common 
among  schoolboys  in  Phila- 
delphia to  a<Mress  a  stranger  as 
Jack,  and  also  to  speak  of  a 
blunderer  or  stupid  fellow  as  a 
Jack — an  abbreviation  of  jack- 
ass. 

"Where  do  you  come  from?"  asked  a 
Dallas  man  of  a  neighbour.  'Tm  just 
from  the  fair-grounds."  "  Have  the 
judges  of  live  stock  awarded  the  prize 
to  the  biggest  /acAf"  "They  have." 
"Did  my  uncle  or  my  father  get  it?" 
"Neither  of  them.  A  strange  donkey 
from  Eastern  Texas  got  the  prize." — 
Texas  Siytifi^s. 

(American  thieves),  a  small 
coin.    In  England  a  counter. 

Jackaroo  (up-country  Australian), 
the  name  by  which  young  men 
who  go  to  the  Australian  colonies 
to  pick  up  colonial  experience 


Jack—Jack-shay. 
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are  designated  (Grant's  "Bush 
Life.")  Like  bossaroo,  a  slang 
word  coined  on  the  model  of 
kangaroo. 

Jack  cove  (American  thieves),  a 
mean,  low,  small  fellow.  From 
Jaekf  any  very  trifling  coin  or  a 
counter. 

Jacketing  (common),  a  thrashing. 
From  the  phrase,  *•  to  dust  one's 
jacket." 

Jacket- reverser  (common),  a  new 
word  for  turncoat. 

Jackey  (popular),  gin ;  called  also 
*•  old  Tom." 

I've    snuff  and    tobacco,    and    excellent 

Jackey; 
I've  scUsors,  and  watches,  and  knives, 
I've  ribbons  and  lace  to  set  off  the  face 
Of  pretty  young  sweethearts  and  wives. 
^IV,  S.  Gilbert:  H.M.S.  Pina/ort, 

Jack  gagger  (American  thieves), 
a  man  who  lives  on  the  prosti- 
tution of  his  wife.    A  *'  ponce. 


t> 


Jack-in-a-box  (old  cant),  a  sharper 
who  robbed  tradesmen  by  sub- 
stituting empty  boxes  for  others 
full  of  money. 

This  Jacke-in-a-hoxe,  or  this  divell  in 
man's  shape  .  .  .  comes  to  a  goldsmith's 
stall .  .  .  where  he  knowes  good  store  of 
silver  faces  are  to  be  seene.  —  Dekk*r: 
EHglixk  Villaniei. 

Jack-in-the-box  (thieves),  a  small 
but  powerful  kind  of  screw, 
used  by  burglars  to  break  open 
safes.    Also  a  kind  of  flrcwork. 

Jack-in-the-cellar  (popular),  a 
child  in  the  womb. 


Jack-in-the-dust  (nautical),  the 
steward's  mate. 

Jack-in-the-pulpit  (American),  a 
man  who  obtrudes  himself  into 
a  place  for  which  he  is  unfitted ; 
as,  for  instance,  an  ignorant 
fellow  who  pretends  to  preach 
or  teach  that  of  which  he  knows 
nothing. 

The  latest  contribution  to  the  history 
of  the  Rebellion  is  from  the  pen  of  that 
eminent  truth-teller,  Don  Piatt.  In  "Re- 
miniscences of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  be- 
tween the  covers  of  which  he  has  been 
allowed  to  obtrude,  he  says  of  himself: 
"  My  one  act  made  Maryland  a  free  State." 
Of  Mr.  Lincoln  he  says  :  "  The  President 
never  forgave  me,"  That  was  because  jrou 
escaped  his  memory  entirely,  Mr.  Jack- 
in-tke-pulpit. — Ctdcago  Tribune^  May  99, 
1886 

The  simile  or  term  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  English  "Jack-in- 
office," 

Jack-in-the-water  (popular),  an 
attendant  at  the  watermen's 
stairs,  on  the  river  and  sea- 
port towns,  who  does  not  mind 
wetting  his  feet  for  a  customer's 
convenience  (Hot ten). 

Jacks  (thieves),  superior  counter- 
feit coin. 

'Arry  gave  me  five  of  the  best,  and  'ow 
in  the  world  them  quids  come  to  be  snide 
blessed  if  I  know,  though  probably  some* 
body  'ad  chucked  'em  away  for  safety. 
They  wasn't /«<r^*,  mind,  but  reglar  wrong 
'uns,  and— but,  unless  I'm  mistaken,  this 

'ere  station's   Fulwell — by  leave,  sir 

— importing  Timet. 

Jack -shay  (up-country  Aus- 
tralian), a  tin  quart  pot  used 
for  boiling  tea  in,  and  contrived 
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60  as  to  hold  it  within  a  tin 
pint  pot. 

The  party,  therefore,  carry  with  them 
a  light  blanket  apiece,  stowed  away  in 
the  folds  of  which  is  each  man's  supper 
and  breakfast.  Hobbles  and  Jack- shay x 
hang  from  the  saddle-dees.  The  bust  is 
■s  full  of  life  as  ever. — A,  C.  Grant. 

Jack  Sprat  (common),  a  diminu- 
tive boy  or  man. 

Jack  the  painter  (up-coantry 
Australian),  a  much  adulterated 
green  tea  used  in  the  bush. 

Another  notorious  ration  tea  of  the 
bush  is  called  /ncA  the  painter^  a  very 
green  tea  indeed,  its  viridity  evidently 
produced  by  a  disMnret  use  of  the  copper 
drying-pans  in  its  manufacture. — Lieut.- 
Colotul  Munday :  Our  Antipodes. 

Jack  up,  to  (Australian),  to  throw 
up,  to  abandon ;  very  probably 
a  corruption  of  **  chuck."  Jack 
U  up  is  generally  an  expression 
of  disgust,  eg.,  when  a  whist- 
player  finds  his  partner's  hand 
as  bad  as  his  own,  and  tells 
him  to  lay  down  his  cards. 

Says  I,  "  Let's  Jack  up,  man  alive,  an' 
try  further  down  on  the  Creek."  "All 
right!"  says  my  mate,  "but  we'll  drive 
right  an'  left  to  the  end  of  this  week." — 
Garnet  Walch :  A  Little  Tin  Plate. 

Jade  (American  thieves),  a  long 
term  of  imprisonment, 

Jadoo  (Anglo-Indian),  conjuring, 
magic,  hocus-pocus.  Persian- 
Hind,  jada. 

Jadoognr  (Anglo- Indian),  Hind. 
jadughar,  conjuring-house. 

"  This  is  the  term  commonly 
applied  by  the  natives  to  a 
Freemason's  Lodge,  when  there 


is  one  at  an  English  station. 
On  the  Bombay  side  it  is  called 
a  Shaitan  khana,  a  devil's  house, 
a  name  consonant  to  the  ideas 
of  an  Italian  priest,  who  inti- 
mated to  one  of  the  present 
writers  that  he  had  heard  the 
raising  of  the  devil  was  practised 
at  Masonic  meetings,  and  asked 
his  friend's  opinion  as  to  the 
fact.  In  Southern  India  the 
lodge  is  called  Taiai-vetta-hovU, 
or  '  Cut-head -temple,'  because 
part  of  the  rite  of  initiation  is 
supposed  to  consist  in  the  can- 
didate's head  being  cut  off  and 
put  on  again  "  (Anglo-Indian 
Glossary). 

*•  It  is  worth  remarking,  in 
connection  with  the  imagined 
mysteries  and  sorceries  of  the 
Freemasons'  lodges,  that  while 
the  thcosophists  of  England  be- 
lieve that  untold  marvels  of 
magic  are  practised  in  India, 
the  Hindoos  on  the  other  hand 
are  all  firm  in  the  faith  that  for- 
eigners, and  especially  English- 
men, excel  in  the  black  art,  and 
live  in  daily  secret  intercourse 
with  devils  of  all  denominations. 
*What  Cometh  from  afar  ave 
pleases  best.'  In  popular  folk- 
lore, the  witches  and  fairies 
always  live  far  away  beyond 
the  blue  mountains,  and  goblins 
and  satyrs  must  be  looked  for 
in  the  wilderness,  in  all  cases 
anywhere  but  at  home"  (Charles 
G.  Lcland). 

Jag  (American),  a  fancy,  a  whim ; 
also  intoxication,  e.g.,  "  jagged," 
drunk,  or  "  to  have  &jag  on." 


Jagger— Jampot. 
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He's  got  ^jag  that  there's  money  buried 
in  his  place,  but  I  don't  believe  ihat  he'll 
ever  get  back  the  money  he's  spent  diggin' 
for  it. — Newspaper  Clippings. 

^9Jg%tx  (popular),  a  gentleman. 

Jah  (freemason),  contraction  of 
Jehovah,  used  in  the  R.A.  degree. 

Jail-khana  (Anglo-Indian),  an 
English-Indian  word  for  "  jail,'* 
used  in  the  Bombay  Presidency. 

Jakes  (old  slang),  a  privy,  a  water- 
closet,  a  place  of  convenience. 

Jam,  real  (turf),  one  of  the  almost 
innumerable  synonyms  for  a 
turf  certainty.  Real  jam  has 
been  the  cause  of  many  wry 
faces.  The  expression  is  not  as 
much  in  vogue  as  formerly.  Reed 
jam  is  used  by  other  clat^ses  of 
people  to  express  excellence,  so 
also  "true  marmalade."  Girls 
of  the  lower  orders  sometimes 
apply  the  term  jam  to  sexual 
intercourse. 

Jamboree  (American),  a  word 
which  would  appear  to  be 
Anglo-Indian  or  gypsy,  refer- 
ring to  something  very  nice 
or  pleasant,  but  which  is  only 
used  in  the  Unit(!d  States  for 
a  jollification  or  frolic,  e.g,t  to 
go  on  a  regular  jam-  or  some- 
times jimboree.  Jam-  or  jan- 
borl  in  gypsy  conveys  the  idea 
of  a  great  riot  or  noise,  and  the 
origin  of  jam  as  signifying  any- 
thing very  apt  or  agreeable  is 
still  obscure.  There  is  really 
very  little  ground,  however,  for 
the  Romany  origin  of  the  word. 


The  negroes  sang  carious  songs, 
like  the  following : — 

Sally,  she  went  down  de  ribber, 

Jambree  ! 
Black  man  see  her  gwane  dar, 

Jambree  ! 
Sally's  face  it  shine  like  gold, 

Jambree! 
Black  man's  face  like  tar, 

Jambree  I 

The  term  is  now  used  in  Eng- 
land. 

They  had  met,  and  it  was  in  the  Strand 
last  Wednesday  morning. 

•*  Ah,  laddie,  how  goes  it?" 

"  Very  seedy,  dear  old  boy.  There  was  a 
bit  of  A  jamboree  last  night,  and  I'm  quite 
in  a  chippy  way  this  morning." — Sporting 
Times. 

James  (thieves),  a  crowbar,  a 
dignified  form  of  the  term 
"jemmy"  for  the  same.  French 
thieves  have  the  corresponding 
Jacques, 

We  went  to  Willesden  and  found  a  dead 
'un,  so  I  came  out  and  asked  my  pal  to 
lend  me  ih^jam^s  and  some  twirls,  and  I 
went  and  turned  it  over. — Horsley :  Jot- 
tings/rout Jail. 

Also  a  sovereign. 

Make  this  man  leave  me  alone ;  he  is 
knocking  me  about,  and  I  put  a  half 
James  in  his  hand,  and  said  guy. — Hort' 
ley :  Jottings  from  Jail. 

Jammy.     Vide  Z&.yL,  Real. 

He  was  callow,  and  was  diffident  of  en- 
tering the  ring ; 
To  his  joy  a  chance  acquaintance  put 

him  on  ^  Jammy  thing  ; 
He  tumbled  on  perceiving  that  his  quids 
had  taken  wing, 
That  he  wasn't  on  a  "  smasher." 
— Sporting  Times. 

Jampot  (Australian),  applied  to 
the  very  high,  highly  starched 
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stand-np  collars  affected  bj 
dandies,  sometimes  as  much  as 
four  inches  high. 

When  I  was  staying  at  Queenscliff,  the 
fashionable  watering-place  of  Melbourne, 
I  was  standing  at  a  hotel-bar  with  a  young 

colonial  named  C ,  who  was  a  dressy 

man,  and  was  wearing  one  of  tliese  collars. 
The  conversation  turned  upon  the  number 
of  Jews  who  were  staying  in  the  hotel. 
"Oh,  blow  these  Jutes,"  he  said,  "they 
stuff  the  whole  place  up;  it's  as  bad  as 
the  New  Jerusalem.'* 

"  Why,  ain't  you  one  yourself?"  asked 
the  barmaid,  who  was  not  so  well  educated 
as  Australian  barmaids  generally  are. 

"  Me  a  Jute  I  why,  what  makes  you 
ask  that,  Mary?" 

"The  collar.  No  one  but  Jews  wears 
ihtm  Jampots  now."— Z?.  B.  IV.  Sladen, 

Janasmug  (thieves),  a  go-be- 
tween ;  one  who  was  interme- 
diary between  a  thief  and  the 
•*  fence,"  or  receiver  of  stolen 
goods.  An  old  word,  from 
•*  janus,"  i.e.,  double-faced. 

Japanese  knife  trick,  the  (com- 
mon), to  eat,  or  shovel  one's 
food  down  with  a  knife,  instead 
of  conveying  it  to  the  mouth  in 
an  orthodox  fashion  with  a  fork. 
To  eat  peas  with  a  knife  is  to 
do  tht  Japanett  knife  trick.  The 
saying  probably  arises  from  the 
similarity  of  both  the  chop- 
sticks one  to  another,  these 
articles  being  equivalent  to  the 
knife  and  fork  amongst  the 
Japanese — hence  the  parallel 
suggested  between  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  the  knife  and 
fork,  in  the  same  manner  as 
takes  place  in  r^ard  to  the 
chop-sticks. 


Japanned  (UnlTersitj),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Many  .  .  .  step  .  .  .  into  the  Church, 
without  any  pretence  of  other  dumjc 
than  in  the  attire  of  their  outward  man — 
the  being  japatmed^  as  assuming  the 
black  dress  and  white  cravat  is  called  in 
university  slang.  —  CcUegt  H^crdt  and 
Ctutoms, 

Japanning  (popular),  explained  by 
quotation. 

He  applied  himself  to  a  process  which 
Mr.  Dawkins  designated  as  "ja/amnifi£ 
his  trotter-cases."  The  phrase,  rendered 
into  plain  English,  signi^th,  deaning  htt 
boots.— Z)ic/fe«w:  Oiiver  Twist. 

Jarifa,  jarika,  jallico,  &c.  (gypsy), 
an  apron.  The  variations  of 
this  word  are  numerous. 

Jarrehoe  (Wellington  College),  a 
man-servant. 

Jarvcy  (common),  the  driver  of  a 
hackney  coach. 

After  listening  to  two  Lonnens  gpgiffg 
two  Killaloes,  he  called  a  cab. 

"Where  to,  sir?"  asked  theyarwy. 

"Gaiety  buffet." 

And  he  is  now  willing  to  bet  that  he 
had  the  cheapest  and  quickest  cab  drive 
on  record. — Sporting  Timts. 

Jaw  (popular),  talking. 

"No  more  jaw^  I  tell  you,"  said  the 
first  boy,  who  was  stronger  than  Jerry  Pape. 
"Come  on  home"  (this  to  me,  with  a 
lug  that  made  my  shoulder-joints  crack.) 
"  I  shouldn't  like  to  go  you  hxdves,  my 
tulip.  I  'spect  you'll  be  werry  nigh  killed 
wen  yer  father  does  get  hold  on  yer." — 
Grttnwoodi  T/u  Little  Ragamufint. 

Hold  jovLTJaWf  stop  y out  jaw, 
stop  talking. 

Four-and-twenty  of  us  sat  round  a  table 
mending    soldiers'    shirts    and    convicts 


Jawbone — Jeff. 


495 


heard  as  jdl,  from  jSlot  he  goes. 
Also  Anglo-Indian  jao  I  go  I 

Jaw  twister  (common),  a  hard  or 
many-syllabled  word  (Hotten). 

Jay  (American),  a  contemptaoos 
word  for  a  person.  A  sham 
"  swell,"  a  simpleton.  Vide  To 
Flap. 

SpoM  you  was  runnin'  reglar  out  of 
Atchison,  or  somewhere  else  in  the  cowboy 
country  !  Why,  these /a^^  ain't  a  circam* 
stance  to  'tm.—PhiUuiei^hia  Press. 

*' /ay-hawker"  was  a  term 
applied  to  marauders  during  the 
Kansas  troubles,  and  extended 
to  other  bandits. 

This  was  a  heavier  blow  to  the  boy  than 
the  corporeal  ones,  and  he  vowed  to  re* 
gain  his  property  at  any  cost ;  but  the 
bandits  were  not  easily  come  at  by  a  singl* 
foe.  In  fact,  the  ** Jay-h^^Vxtt"  as  they 
pleasantly  dubbed  themselves,  augmented 
their  ranks  every  day. — Buffalo  Bill. 

•*To  play  one  for  a  jay"  to 
make  a  dupe  of.  Any  word 
equivalent  to  ignoramus  or  dolt 
may  be  substituted  for  Jay, 

"  I'm  a  plain  man  I "  he  said,  as  h« 
strode  into  the  reporters'  room,  and  shook 
the  icicles  from  his  whiskers.  "I'm  a 
plain-everyday-man,  with  no  book-lamin' 
to  speak  of,  but  I  don't  propose  to  let  no 
one-hoss  grocer's  clerk  ^lay  mt/or  a  jay.** 
'-Chicago  TribuMt, 

Jeff  (printers).  The  act  of  throw- 
ing with  the  quadrats  as  one 
would  with  dice.  Nine  em 
quadrats  (usually  of  pica  body) 
are  selected,  shaken  up  in  the 
hand,  and  thrown  on  an  impos- 
ing surface.    Three  "throws" 


stockings.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent 
commands  of  "stop  that  jaw"  we  dis- 
cussed many  matters  of  law  and  prison 
discipline. — Evening  News. 

Jawbone  (Canadian),  credit ;  to 
"  call  his  jaw,"  to  live  on  credit. 

This  picture  of  work  and  health  and 
happiness  has  its  darker  side,  and  nowhere 
a  sadder  one  than  where  the  wages  of 
perhaps  a  whole  year  pass  into  the  hands 
of  a  professed  gambler,  and  the  hundrtds 
of  dollars,  which  might  have  been  so  pro- 
fitably invested,  are  squandered  in  the 
poor  excitement  of  an  evening  at  euchre, 
faro,  or  draw  poker ;  and  his  ready  money 
gone  he  has  nothing  to  live  on  but  jav/- 
bone,  i.e.,  credit,  and  to  ca/l  Mis  j'aw,  i.r., 
live  on  credit,  till  he  has  gut  further  em- 
ployment and  more  wages. — A.  Staveley 
hill:  From  Honu  to  Home. 

Jaw-breakers  (common),  hard 
words  to  pronounce. 

Jawing  tackle  (nautical),  organs 
of  speech. 

Jaw,  jao !  (Anglo- Indian),  go,  to 
go.    English  gypsy  jaia  or  jd. 

Jaw,  to  (popular),  to  talk  much, 
but  especially  to  scold,  com- 
plain. 

The  day  that  I  got  married  was  the  ruin 

of  my  life. 
She  said  I  wasn't  fit  to  be  the  husband  of 

a  wife. 
She  jawed  and  j'etwed  all  day  and  night 

and  upset  all  the  place. 
Then  knocked  me  down  upon  my  back 

and  jumped  upon  my  face. 

—Song, 

Jaw,  to  go,  common  among 
tramps  or  travellers,  e.g.,  to 
jaw  on  the  toby  or  drum,  to 
go  on  the  road.  From  the  Ro- 
many jdva^  I   go.    Sometimes 
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are  allowed  to  each  player, 
and  only  the  quadrats  that  fall 
with  their  nicks  uppermost  are 
counted.  This  system  is  gene- 
rally adopted  for  determining 
the  share  of  good  or  bad  work 
at  the  end  of  a  volume,  and 
sometimes  it  is  used  as  a  means 
of  gambling. 

Jelly,  or  all  jelly  (popular),  a 
buxom,  good-looking  girl. 

Jem  (old  cant),  a  ring. 

Jemima  (common),  a  chamber 
utensil.  Thomaz  in  French 
slang. 

Jeminil  OJeminy!  Byjimmeny! 

(popular),  a  current  interjection, 
also  well  known  in  Holland. 
Teirlinck,  in  his  Dictionary  of 
Bargoensch,  says  that  "  Jemenis 
is  merely  a  variation  of  Jesus  I 
We  still  hear  Jemenis  1  Jee- 
mcnisl  jumenisi  Zeemenis,  jee- 
menis  Kristus  I  Jeemenis  Maria  I 
See  Jemeny,  in  Oudermans." 

Jemmy  (popular),  a  sheep's  head  ; 
sometimes  called  by  the  lower 
classes  a  "  bloody  jemmyy*  on 
account  of  the  quantity  of  blood 
about  it. 

Nancy  quickly  laid  the  cloth ;  disap- 
pearing  for  a  few  minutes,  she  presently 
returned  with  a  pot  of  porter  and  a  dish 
of  sheep's  head  ;  which  gave  occasion  to 
several  pleasant  witticisms  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Sikes,  founded  upon  the  singular  coin- 
cidence of  jemmy  being  a  cant  name 
common  to  them,  and  also  to  an  ingenious 
implement  much  used  in  his  profession. 
— Dickens :  Oliver  Twist. 


(Thieves),  a  crowbar. 

They  call  for  ceo^hscn—jemnties  is  the 

modem  name  they  bear — 
They  burst  through,  and  bolt  and  bar — 

but  what  a  sight  is  there  I 

— IngoleLsby  Legtmds. 

It  has  come  to  the  writer's  knowledge 
that  the  principal  tool  employed  by  the 
burglars  is  a  jemmy  ^  which  plays  the  in- 
nocent i>art  of  axle  to  a  perambulator  during 
the  day. — Th4tr  Fredur:  Sketches  from 
Shady  Places. 

(Popular),  a  greatcoat. 

Jemmy  duck  (men-o'-war),  the 
ship's  poulterer. 

Jemmy  Jed  (American).  When  a 
boy  has  not  brushed  his  hair, 
and  it  stands  on  end,  he  is  called 
a  Jemmy  Jed,  In  the  old  Ame- 
rican editions  of  Mother  Goose's 
Nursery  Rhymes,  Jemmy  Jed  is 
represented  in  a  rude  woodcut 
as  rushing  from  a  shed  with  his 
hair  on  end. 

Jemmy  Jed 
Went  into  a  shed. 
And  made  a  ted 
Of  straw  his  bed  ; 
An  owl  came  out 
And  flew  about. 
And  Jemmy  Jed 
Up  stakes  and  fled. 
Wasn't  Jemmy  Jed  a  staring  fool  ? 
Bom  in  the  woods,  to  be  scared  by 
an  owl. 

Jemmy    Jessamy    (popular),    a 

dandy  (Hotten). 

Jemmy  O'Goblin  (theatrical),  a 

sovereign. 

Jenkins  (journalistic),  the  name 
given  to  the  person  on  the  staff 
of  the  Morning  Po9t  who  reports 
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the  Court  news,  and  gives  aC' 
counts  of  grand  balls,  &c. 

^  Jenny  (American  thieves),  a  hook 
on  the  end  of  a  stick.  (Billiards), 
a  losing  hazard  into  the  middle 
pocket  off  a  ball  an  inch  or  two 
from  the  side  cushion.  (Popu- 
I  lar),  a  hot- water  bottle  put  into 
a  bed  to  keep  a  person's  feet 
warm. 

Jeremy  Diddler  (conmion),  an 
adept  at  raising  the  wind,  {.«., 
at  borrowing  money,  especially 
at  borrowing  with  no  intention 
of  repaying.  See  the  farce  of 
*•  Raising  the  Wind  "  (Hotten). 

Jericho  (common),  from  Jericho 
to  June,  a  very  great  distance. 

His  kick  was  tremendous  ...  he  would 
send  a  man  from  Jericho  to  June. — /«• 
goUUby  Legends. 

A  prison,  a  watercloset, 
termed  also  a  bog  shop,  a  house 
of  office,  a  necessary,  a  House 
of  Commons. 

Jericho  I  go  to  (common),  an 
exclamation  of  impatience — 
begone !  In  the  Manor  of 
£lackmore,  about  seven  miles 
from  Chelmsford,  King  Henry 
VIII.  had  a  house  which  had 
been  a  priory,  to  which  he  fre- 
quently retired  when  he  desired 
to  be  free  from  disturbance.  To 
this  place  the  name  Jericho  was 
given  as  a  disguise,  so  that  when 
any  one  inquired  for  the  king 
when  he  was  indulging  himself 
in  animal  pleasures  in  Essex,  it 
was  customary  to  say  he  was 


•'  gone  to  Jericho."  The  Rev.  W. 
Callander,  Vicar  of  Blackmore, 
wrote  in  1880,  that  the  place 
"habitually  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  'Jericho  Estate,'  or  the 
'  Blackmore  Priory.'  There  is  a 
brooklet  running  through  the 
village,  which  I  have  heard 
called  'the  Jordan.'"  There 
seems  evidence  that  the  phrase 
was  used  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.,  but  it  is  not  quite  clear 
that  it  originated  in  the  cir- 
cumstances stated. 

Jerker,  chamber-pot;  (nautical), 
the  steward. 

Jerking^  (low),  masturbation. 

Jerks  (American),  got  the  jerk$, 
has  the  delirium  tremens,  is 
nervous,  or  under  religious  ex- 
citement at  a  camp-meeting. 

Jerk  the  tinkler  (common),  other- 
wise *' agitate  the  communi- 
cator." 

''Jerk  the  tinkler."  ITiese  words,  in 
plain  English,  conveyed  an  injunction  to 
ring  the  ht\\.— Charles  Dickens:  Oliver 
Twist. 

Jerk,  to.  This  word  is  used  in 
the  United  States  in  endless 
forms  to  express  action,  espe- 
cially if  rapid. 

1  can  Jerk  a  poem  with  any  of  them 
Atlantic  Monthly  fellows. — Artemus 
Ward. 

Jerry.  This  word  is  common 
among  the  lower  classes  of  the 
great  cities  of  England  in  suck 
phrases  as  jerry  •  go  •  nimble, 
diarrhcea;  Jerry-shop,  an  nn- 
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licensed  public -house  with  a 
back  door  entrance ;  and  jerry* 
builder,  a  cheap  and  inferior 
builder    who    runs    up    those 
miserable,  showy  looking  tene- 
ments,   neither    air-proof    nor 
water-proof.     Jerry  seems  de- 
rivable from  the  gypsy  jerr  or 
jir  {le.y  jeer)y  the  rectum,  whence 
its  application  to  diarrhoea,  a 
back  door,  and  all  that  is  con- 
temptible.   From  the  same  root 
we  have  the  Gaelic  jerie,  pro- 
nounced   jarey^    behind ;     the 
French    derriire.     The    Gaelic 
word  also    signifies  wretched, 
miserable,  in  which  sense  it  is 
strictly  applicable  to  the  jerry- 
builder,  and  to  the  contemptible 
characters  popularly  know  as 
jerry-sneaks.     A  jerry^  a  cham- 
ber   utensil,    abbreviation    of 
Jeroboam.    (Thieves),  a  watoh- 
chain.    (Popular),  a  round  felt 
hat  or  pot  hat.    (Printers),  on 
an  apprentice  coming  out  of  his 
time  it  is    customary  to  give 
him  &  jerry,  in  the  shape  of  as 
much  noise  as  possible.    Chases 
and  iron  plates  suspended  and 
beaten  with  .bars  of  iron,  to- 
gether with  whistling  and  ratt- 
ling, are  considered  the  correct 
thing,   and   truly   a   printing- 
office  seems  a  perfect  pande- 
monium  under    such    circum- 
stances.   Hansard  in  his  '*  Typo- 
graphia,"  1825,  deprecates  such 
ovations.    The  same  practice  is 
habitual    in    French    printing- 
shops,  and  is  called  roulance. 

Jerry  Lynch  (popular),  a   pig's 
head  pickled  (Hotten). 


Jerry  mckifi^, 

watch  stealing. 


(thieYes), 


Jerry-aneak  (common),  a  hen- 
pecked husband.  From  a  char- 
acter in  a  play.  (Thieves),  a 
stealer  of  watches. 

Jersey  lightning  (American). 
This  is  apple  brandy,  or  spirit 
distilled  from  cider,  which  is 
so  called  because  the  best  is 
made  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
It  is  also  called  apple-jack. 
But  a  noggin  of  lightning  was 
the  *' flash*'  for  a  quartern  of 
gin  a  century  ago,  and  it  is 
defined  as  such  in  Creoige 
Parker's  Dictionary  of  1789. 

The  guests  now  being  met, 

The  first  thing  that  was  done, 
Was  handing  round  the  kid. 

That  all  might  smack  his  mun. 
A  flash  of  lig-ktHxng  next 

Bets  tipt  each  cull  and  frow. 
Ere  they  to  church  did  pad. 

To  have  it  christened  Joe. 

— Li/i^s  Painter,  1789. 

This  Is  interesting  as  showing 
that  num  (Hindu,  mun' A,  a  face) 
at  that  time  still  retained  in 
gjrpsy  its  earliest  form. 

Jerusalem,  Jerusalem  pony  (popu- 
lar), ass  or  donkey. 

On  Hampstead  Heath  I  ruralise. 
And  chaff  the  girls  around, 
I  ride  the  best  Jee^ru'sa-iem 
That  up  there  can  be  found. 
"  Here's  Champagne  Charley  loose  agua ! 
And  what's  your  game  ?  "  they  cry, 
And  as  I'm  always  so  polite, 
"  Ax  my  donkey,**  I  reply. 
^-Champagne  Charity' 9  Damkey.    A  Nid^ 
dxfyitV Dith  hJ-A.  Hofdwkk, 
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I  ntw  young  'Arry  with  his  billycock  on. 
Ch«dced   troosen   on    his    thighs,    with 

knobbed  stick  armed, 
Climb  from  the  ground  like  fat  pig  up  a 

pole, 
And  flop  with  sudi  sore  toil  into  his  saddle 
As  though  a  bran-bag  dropped  down  from 

the  clouds, 
To  turn  and  wind  a  slow  Jerusalem, 
Aod  shock  the  worid  with  clumsy  assman* 

ship.  — Punch, 

Donkey  riding  masters  will  give  the 
daughters  of  the  aristocracy  lessons  in 
Rotten  Row.  A  thoroughbred  JerusaieM 
P^ny  at  sixpence  an  hour. — Funny  Folkt. 

Jernsalem  the  golden,  Brighton ; 
80  called  from  the  numbers  of 
wealthy  Hebrews  who  freqnent 
this  watering-place. 

Jesse,  Jessie  (popular),  of  Ameri- 
can origin ;  to  give  a  man  Jesse,  to 
abuse  vehemently,  or  to  thrash 
and  belabour  him  severely.  The 
expression  is  supposed  to  be 
intensified  when,  instead  of 
Jesse y    the   words    "particular 

Jesse'*  or  "d d  particular 

Jesse"  are  used.  The  origin  is 
unknown.  A  synonymous  ex- 
pression is  to  "give  one  fits," 

"particular  fits,"  or  "d d 

particular  fits."  The  original 
term  appears  to  have  been  to 
jess.  A  gypsy  would  under- 
stand by  this  to  make  a  man 
go,  or  to  clear  him  out,  but  this 
is  a  very  doubtful  derivation, 
as  is  Hotten*s,  that  Jessie  is 
synonymous  with  gas.  "It  is 
evidently  derived  from  the  al- 
lusion in  the  Bible  to  Jesse's 
valour  and  the  aid  which  he 
rendered,  a  text  continually  re- 
peated among  the  Puritans"  (C. 
G.  Leland,  Notes). 


Jesuit  (Cambridge),  a  member  of 
Jesus  College. 

Jet  (old  cant),  a  lawyer. 

Jew  butter  (American),  goose- 
grease. 

Jib  (Dublin  University),  a  first- 
year  man.  (Gypsy),  language, 
speech  (Hindu  tecAi6).  Also  used 
in  canting.  "  Dr^  savo^'i6  rakd^ 
o  mash?" — in  what  language 
did  the  man  talk  ?  (Common), 
cut  of  one's  jih.  Vide  Cur  op 
Onb's  Jib. 

If  she  dislikes  what  sailors  call  the  cut 
pf  their  jth.-Scott:  St.  Rtmnn's  Well. 

Jibb  (tramps),  the  tongue. 

Jibber  the  Idbber,  to  (old  cant), 
decoying  vessels  on  shore  for 
plunder,  by  tying  a  lantern  to  a 
korse^s  neck.  From  jiJbhery  or 
horse  that  shrinks. 

Jiffess  (tailors),  employer's  wife. 

Jigery  pokery  (tailors),  humbug. 

Jigger  (canting  and  gypsy),  a 
gate  or  door.  One  of  the  oldest 
cant  words,  given  in  Harman. 
Mr.  Turner  would  derive  it  from 
the  Welsh  gwddor,  a  gate,  but 
it  seems  to  come  much  nearer 
to  the  old  gypsy  stigga  (also 
sleika),  a  gate,  &c. — there  are 
many  instances  of  Romany  and 
Hebrew  words  which  have  un- 
dergone much  greater  change 
into  English  than  that  of  st  to  j 
r,  as  it  is  often  pronounced, 
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thtigger.  The  Welsh  gwidor 
has  itself  a  close  affinity  to  the 
Romany  wilder^  a  door»  but 
goodor  can  hardly  be  said  to 
resemble  gygger  (or  jigger),  so 
much  as  the  latter  resembles 
thtigga,  (Billiards),  the  rest. 
(Printers).  See  Visobum.  An 
article  used  by  compositors  to 
hold  the  copy  by,  and  also  ap- 
plied to  a  small  box  with  narrow 
divisions  to  hold  odd  or  peculiar 
sorts  in,  that  do  not  belong  to 
the  cases  that  he  has  in  use. 

Jigger  dubber  (thieves), a  turnkey. 

Jiggered  (popular),  an  oath, 
equivalent  to  **  blowed,"  or 
"  damned." 

"Got  him,  Jerry?  Halves,  don't  yon 
know,"  exclaimed  the  boy  eagerly. 

"  Halves  be  jiggtred"  roared  Jerry, 
seizing  my  other  arm.  "What's  halves  for? 
Ain't  I  been  a>huntin'  artcr  him  ever  since 
his  father  come  home  ?  Wasn't  I  the  first 
to  ketch  him?"—/.  Greenwood:  Tk€ 
Little  Ragamuffint. 

"  Well,  then,"  said  he,  "  I'm  jiatrtd 
if  I  don't  see  you  home ! "  This  penalty 
of  being  jiggered  was  a  favourite  sup- 
podtitious  case  of  his. — Dickens:  Great 
Expectations. 

If  it  hadn't  been  that  my  uncle  kicked 
me  six  times  round  his  garden  at  Shrews- 
bury,  because  I  said  I'd  be  jiggered  if  I 
went,  I  don't  believe  I  should  have  had 
courage  to  accept  the  appointment  of 
naturalist  to  the  expedition. — Punch, 

It  is  said  the  expression  arose 
from  the  suffering  caused  by  the 
chigoe  insect  in  the  West  Indies, 
which  burrows  in  the  feet  of 
the  bare-footed  negroes  (T.  L. 
O.  Davies).  Sailors  call  these 
chigoes  jiggert.     But  it  is  pro- 


bably from  jig^  allied  to  jog,  to 
split,  ue.,  destroy  {vide  Skeat) ; 
jigger,  to  moTe  rapidly,  to  use 
exertion,  as  in  **  jiggered  op." 

Jiggered  up  (nautical),  tired, 
exhausted. 

Jih-zee-pah-nee-«h  (pidgin),  Jt- 
pagna,  t.e.,  Spain. 

Jill-mill  (Anglo-Indian),  Venetiaa 
shutters. 

Jilt  (thieves),  a  crow-bar.  (Ameri- 
can thieves),  specially  applied 
to  a  girl  who  embraces  and 
kisses  a  man,  and  covers  his 
eyes  while  her  accomplice  robs 
him. 

Jimjams,  the  (society),  delirium 
tremens.  Called  also  the 
"uglies"  or  "horrors." 

Should  yoo  ask  me  whence  theae  bkar 

eyes. 
Whence  the  shaking  and  contrition 
With  the  horrors  of  the  y/m-^/iMfx. 

— Bird  0'  Fretdtm. 

Jimmy.  This  word,  which  came 
into  use  at  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity some  twenty  years  ago, 
is  not  found  in  print  except  in 
Mr.  Besant's  works.  It  has 
three  uses  in  ordinary  parlance, 
*' that's  all  jimmy;*  that's  all 
nonsense.  Jimmy  was  in  use 
fifty  years  ago  in  America, 
meaning  exactly,  fit,  suitable. 
In  show  parlance  &  jimmy  means 
according  to  the  context  a 
**  fake,"  or  a  concealed  con- 
federate. 

(South  Africa),  a  settler  in 
his  first  year. 


Jimpsecute — Job. 


SOI 


Jimpsecute  (Texas).  In  the 
Texan  vemacn^ar,  this  is  the 
equivalent  nsed,  when  a  young 
man  goes  to  pay  his  devoirs  to 
the  fair  one,  to  signify  the  ob- 
ject of  his  attentions.  She  on 
the  other  hand  calls  her  lover 
a  *•  juicy-spicy.** 

I  kn«w  a  roan  in  Texas  once  who  had 
no  more  sense  than  to  have  a  jifnpiecuU^ 
and  this  was  all  her  name ;  Dionjrsia 
Boadicea  Jeffalinda  .Jacobina  Christiana 
Bucktana  Caledonia  Susannah  Emily 
Wyatt  Wilkinson  Moore  Wynne.— C?r*r- 
land  Monthly, 

Jin  (gypsy),  know  (Hindu  jdna, 
also  chinhua^  to  recog^se; 
jindvOf  often  jindvxi,  I  know; 
jineua  or  jinet,  thou  knowest ; 
jindom,  I  knew ;  Jinaberit  know- 
ledge ;  jinairt,  to  know,  a  com- 
pound between  the  old  form 
jinaVf  and  the  English  postfix 
"of  it,"  to  Jin;  jinomeacro,  a 
learned  or  knowing  man.  On 
the  Continent  the  Romany  still 
preserves  the  Hind,  jan,  '*  Jan- 
esa  tn  Romanes  ? "  (Hungarian 
gypsy),  dost  thou  know  Romany  ? 
"Janel  o  baro  Dewel  ani  Polo- 
pen,"  the  great  God  in  Heaven 
knows  (German  Romany). 

Oh  dye,  miri  dy^  1 

Dont  tute/TM  a  Romany  rye. 

/./.,  "Oh  mother,  my  mother,  don't  you 
know  a  gypsy  gentleman." 

Jingling  johnnies  (Anglo-Indian). 
They  term  thus  a  small  flat, 
light  structure  which  runs  on 
wheels,  and  on  which  two  or 
three  individuals  will  sit  with 
their  legs  dangling  over  the 
sides,  the  native  driver  sitting 


in  front  to  guide  the  single 
horse  which  drags  one  of  these 
primitive-looking  vehicles. 

Jinked  his  tin  (popular),  rattled 
or  paid  his  money. 

He  tried  to  look  just  like  a  duke. 
As  he  passed  through  the  wicket. 
The  train  got  in,  \\ejink€dhis  tin. 
Then  went  away  to  dine. 

— /.  F.  Mitchell:  Jimn^  John*ori* 
Holidny, 

Jinks.     Yvit  High  Jinks. 

Jinny  (thieves),  a  Geneva  watch. 

Jin- rick -sha,  jenny- rick -shaw 
(pidgin,  both  Chinese  and 
Japanese),  a  very  light  vehicle 
drawn  by  a  man.  Japanese 
ItvL-ru-ma,  The  French  in  Ton- 
kin call  it  "  pousse  -  pousse." 
The  Jtn-ricik-tAa  has  of  late  years 
extended  to  China  and  India. 
Mr.  Giles  states  that  the  word 
is  a  translation  of  three  char- 
acters, signifying  man,  strength, 
cart,  an  exact  equivalent,  as  the 
Americans  in  Japan  at  once  dis- 
covered, of  "  Pull-man-car." 

The  jinricktha  is  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  Bath -chair, 
enabling  the  man  who  acts 
horse  to  it  to  go  from  four  to 
six  miles  an  hour. 

Jiv  (gypsy),  to  live ;  jivava,  I  live ; 
jivvin\  living ;  jivahen^  .life. 

Adr^  o  pOro  chirus  bQtidosta  manQshia 
ttwede  kOshte-b&kenq  'dr<  o  chone. — 
GyPiy  Stories. 

I.e.y  "In  the  old  time  many  men  lived 
happily  in  the  moon." 

Job,  on  the  (turf),  a  horse  is  said 
to  be  or  not  to  be  on  the  job, 
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according  to  the  supposed  in- 
tentions, honest  or  the  reverse, 
of  his  jockey. 

Trainers  and  jockeys,  from  various 
trivial  circumstances,  very  easily  gathered 
whether  a  particular  horse  they  were  asked 
to  ride  was  "out  for  an  airing"  or  was 
0m  the  Job. — Standmrd. 

Job  also  means  a  commission 
to  back  a  horse ;  *'  he  has  got 
the  jch"  he  has  the  putting  on 
of  the  stable  money.  (Thieves), 
a  thieving  affair,  a  murder. 

In  some  of  the  worst  of  these  dens  rob- 
beries are  planned,  and  spoils  divided,  and 
every  inhabitant  knows  full  particulars  as 
to  how  and  when  theyo^  was  done,  or  the 
*•  crib  cracked."— 7Vb«»  Talk. 

(Popnlar),  any  affair;  on  the 
job,  on  duty  there;  the  slavey 
on  the  Jobt  the  servant  there. 
To  be  on  (he  job,  to  enter  into  a 
thing  heart  and  soul,  with  spirit, 
to  be  wholly  bent  on  some  un- 
dertaking. 

And  'Arry  is  fair  om  the  Job.— Punch. 

Always  oh  tki  Job  is  the  competitor  in 
angling  contests.— ^/o^. 

Job  captain  (naval),  one  who  gets 
temporary  appointment  to  a 
ship. 

Jock  (popular),  the  male  organ  of 
generation.  (American  thieves), 
''jocking  it  with  a  high-flyer," 
taking  pleasure  with  a  fancy- 
woman. 


Joe  (popular),  a  too  marvellous 
tale,  a  lie,  or  stale  joke.  Ab- 
breviated from  Jot  Miller.    The 


full  name  .'s  occasioiially  used, 
as  in  the  p^irase,  "  I  don*t  see 
the  Jot  Miller  of  it,"  I  d<»i't  see 
the  wit  (Hotten).  *' Not  for 
/m/"  the  refrain  of  a  popular 
song,  equivalent  to  "Not  if  I 
know  if  (American  univer- 
sity), a  oaibinA  d^auancc  Vide 
Holt  Joe. 

Joey  (prison),  a  humbug. 

Ginvicts  generally  believe  these  displays 
of  religion  on  the  part  of  their  fellow-pri- 
soners to  be  mere  shams,  calling  those  who 
indulge  in  them  by  the  nickname  of  Joeys. 
'"Majfhew :  Criminal  Prisoms  of  Lomdem, 

(Popular),  a  popular  synonym 
for  clown,  derivable  from  Jonf 
Grimaldi,  the  g^reat  pantomim- 
ist.  Also  a  fourpenny  piece. 
The  term  is  from  Sir  Joseph 
Hume. 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  owed  their 
existence  to  the  pressing  instance  of  Mr. 
Hume,  from  whence  they,  for  sdkne  time, 
bore  the  nickname  of  Joeys. — Hawkins : 
History  of  the  Silver  Coinage  o/ England. 

Coins  op  thb  Rbauc.— 'Arry  remarks 
that  the  Tories  are  led  by  a  "  Bob  "  (Cecil), 
the  Pamellites  can  boast  the  possession  of 
a  **  Tanner,"  whilst  the  Liberal  Unionists 
make  the  most  of  their /My. — Punch. 

(Naval),  a  marine. 

Joeying^  (theatrical),  buffoonery, 
and  taking  liberties  with  the 
text  and  with  the  audience — 
a  highly  reprehensible  practice 
amongst  certain  veiy  low  come- 
dians. 

Jogerrins:  omey  (theatrical),  a 
musician.  From  the  Italian 
giocar,  to  play,  and  w>mo,  a 
man. 
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John  Company  (Anglo-Indian),  a 
term  for  the  Honourable  East 
India  Company,  which  was  often 
taken  and  ased  bj  the  natives 
in  days  of  yore,  John  was  sup- 
posed to  have  a  real  existence ; 
but  according  to  that  charming 
novel  "  Pandurang  Hasi,"  some 
of  the  Topee  tocUlaha  were  un- 
certain whether  John  was  a  man 
or  a  woman.  Those  who  were 
so  wicked  as  to  doubt  whether 
there  were  such  a  person,  were 
sure  ere  long  to  have  something 
bad  happen  to  them. 

Johnny  (common),  a  swell ;  a  man 
belonging  to  a  particular  set  is 
one  of  the  Johnnies.  The  young 
man  of  the  day.     A  fellow. 

When  this  idea  passed  through  my  head, 

I  was  on  it ; 
The  earth  was  made  for  all,  I  said, 

I  was  on  it. 
I  twirled  my  stick,  walked  on  my  toes, 
I  struck  a  Johnnie  on  the  nose. 
He  spoke  not,  but  hb  foot  arose — 

I  was  on  it. 

— Bird  a*  Fretdom, 

Johnny,  with  its  diminutive 
Jack,  is  often  used  in  all  modem 
languages  as  a  term  of  con- 
tempt. 

The  Italian  Gianni  (pronounced  by  the 
Venetians  and  other  provincials  Zanm) 
has  passed  into  our  lang;uage  as  synony- 
mous with  a  fool — Zany ;  and  in  our  ver- 
nacular we  have  Jack-of-all  trades.  Cheap 
Jack,  jack>pudding,  and  jack-ass— none  of 
these  titles  being  conferred  as  marks  of 
respect.  In  German  folk-lore  it  is  always 
a  Hans  who  is  the  model  of  folly  or  stu- 
pidity. The  Spanish,  similarly,  have  the 
phrase,  a  Bobo-Juan.— -Tit-Bits. 

To  this  enumeration  might  be 
added  the  French  Jean-Jean,  a 


great  simpleton;  Jean  f outre,  or 
Jean  /esse,  a  despicable  fellow. 

(Popular),  my  girl,  or  my 
young  man. 

(Irish),  half  a  glass  of  whisky. 

Johnny  Bates'  Farm.  VitU 
Bates'  Fabm. 

A  gentleman  who  had  apparently  not 
washed  his  face,  nor  let  his  hair  grow 
since  his  last  visit  \o  Johnny  Baits'  Farm, 
which  is,  I  understand,  the  pet  name  with 
cesgens  for  H.M.  Prison  at  Wandsworth. 
— sporting  Times. 

Johnny -bono  (East),  the  sobri- 
quet by  which,  in  the  East, 
the  English  are  commonly  de- 
signated. 

Johnny  darbies  (thieves),  police- 
men.   Also  handcuffs. 

Johnny  raw  (common),  a  green 
hand,  a  recruit. 

John  Orderly  (shows  and  gaffs), 
the  showman's  password  to  cut 
short  the  performance.  Said  to 
be  derived  from  Richardson, 
the  famous  showman,  with 
whom  Edmund  Kean  served 
his  apprenticeship  as  an  acro- 
bat. When  Richardson  visited 
"wakes  and  fairs,  and  market 
towns,"  with  his  travelling  show, 
upon  fair  days,  the  actors  were 
supposed  to  perform  a  melo- 
drama and  a  pantomime  in  half 
an  hour.  When,  however,  the 
booth  was  crowded  to  repletion 
while  the  performance  was 
actually  going  on  inside — the 
great  showman  was  wont  to 
remain  outside  on  the  Parade, 
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continaallj  inviting  the  crowd 
to  ''walk  up,  and  be  in  time. 
Just  a  goin'  to  begin  I"  As 
soon  as  he  had  gathered  together 
enough  people  to  fill  the  booth 
again,  it  was  his  custom  to  sing 
cot  over  the  heads  of  the  crowd 
within  "Jack  Orderly."  Upon 
hearing  that  signal  the  per- 
formers pat  the  steam  on»  the 
play  and  the  pantomime  were 
finished  in  ten  minutes,  and 
one  audience  was  disgorged  at 
the  side  doors,  while  the  other 
streamed  in  from  the  front. 
Mr.  Dutton  Cook  derives  the 
phrase  from  an  earlier  authority. 
In  his  "Book  of  the  Play"  he 
states :  **  The  life  of  Edwin 
the  actor,  written  by"  (to 
quote  Macaulay)  "'that  filthy 
and  malignant  baboon,  John 
Williams,  who  called  himself 
Anthony  Pasquin,'  and  pub- 
lished late  in  the  last  century, 
contains  the  following  passage  : 
*  When  theatric  performers 
intend  to  abridge  an  act  or 
play,  they  are  accustomed  to 
say,  We  will  "John  Audley  "  it. 
The  saying  originated  thus : 
In  the  year  1749,  Shuter  was 
master  of  a  booth  at  Bartholo- 
mew Fair,  in  West  Smithfield, 
and  it  was  his  mode  to  lengthen 
the  exhibition,  until  a  sufficient 
number  of  persons  were  gathered 
at  the  door  to  fill  the  house. 
This  event  was  signified  by  a 
fellow  popping  his  head  in  at 
the  gaUery  door,  and  bellowing 
out  "John  Audley?"  as  if  in 
the  act  of  inquiry,  though  the 
intention    was    to    let    Shuter 


know  that  a  fresh  andienoa 
were  in  high  ezpeotatlon  bdow. 
The  consequence  of  this  notifi- 
cation was  that  the  entertain- 
ments were  instantly  concluded, 
and  the  gates  of  the  booth 
thrown  open  for  a  new  audi- 
tory. 

John  Smith,  a  (American  and 
English).  The  frequent  recur- 
rence of  this  name  has  caused 
it  to  become  a  byword.  Once 
when  an  American  editor  as- 
serted that  it  was  "  no  name  at 
all,"  an  aggrieved  Smith  col- 
lected and  published  the  names 
of  the  John  Smiths  who  had 
distinguished  themselves.  It 
may  be  remarked  that  in  the 
b^inning  of  Teutonic  names 
there  were  but  three  Jarl  (Earl), 
the  first  nobleman  —  Smidt 
(•SmttA),  the  first  workman,  and 
Thral  (Thrale),  the  first  labourer 
or  bondsman. 

The  Smith  family  was  largely  rejMresented 
ID  the  army  of  the  Union,  and  at  one  time 
there  were  upwards  of  600  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  On  one  of  the  regimental 
rolls  in  the  Teutonic  division,  which  gare 
the  names  and  birthplaces,  were  entered, 
"Giovanni  Smithi,  Italy;  Juan  Smithas, 
Spain ;  Jan  Smidt,  Holland :  Ivan 
Schmithiweski,  Poland ;  Jean  Smeets, 
France ;  Ion  Skimmitton,  Greece ;  Janos 
Snudo,  Hungary;  Hansli  Schmitl,  Swit- 
zerland ;  H&nos  Smeta,  Lithuania ;  Vanni 
Sraitello,  Sicily;  Gianno  Smito,  Venice; 
Evanelo  Zsmitka,  Croatia;  Jehan  Isroit, 
Isle  of  Jersey ;  Shaun  Ztliemitkhe,  Brit- 
tany ;  Hanas  Smatem,  Bulgaria ;  Ehonas 
Asmito,  Jerusalem ; "  and  twelve  John 
Smiths  bom  in  this  country,  besides  one 
whose  native  land  was  sweet  Erin,  of 
whom  it  was  recorded,  "  named  Patrick 
but  says  that  he  is  called  John  for  short 
— Ben :  Perlty  Pocrt. 
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'Mishter/'  «aid  a   Hollander   to   the 

clerk  at  the  railway  station.    "  Ik  vants  a 

uitgamgtr  dicket,  an  emikrant  dicket  to 

ga  toe  Chicago?" 

"Well— what's  your   name,"  was  the 

reply. 
"Ya— dat  is  Van  Berkenschooverrwer- 

erdondertromp. " 

"  Great  Moses,  Mister  1 "  cried  the  clerk 
alarmed.  **  I  can't  write  all  that  down. 
Don't  you  know  what  it  is  in  English?" 

"  Ya— I  does.  It's  Von  SmUr—Phiim- 
delphia  Courier. 

John  Thomas  (common),  a  flun- 
key ;  the  penis. 

John  Trot  (old),  a  name  for  a 
clown. 

Joined  the  gang  (popular),  a 
vulgar  phrase  equivalent  to  say- 
ing that  any  one  has  become  a 
thief. 

Then  from  the  door  he  soon  did  shoot 
With  the  booty  in  his  duke— oh  dear ! .  .  . 
He  was  sentenced,  understand,  with  the 

rest  olthtgang 
For  a  term  of  seven  long  years. 
Rolling  home  in  the  morning,  boys, 
As  drunk  as  ever  he  can  stand. 
Sure  my  heart  is  broke  and  no  mistake. 
Since  Johnny  joined  the  gang. 
—Broadside :  /okHm/s  joined  the  Gemg, 

Joint  (American),  a  place  of  pub- 
lic resort,  generally  a  "  saloon," 
a  room  of  a  very  low  character. 
From  its  having  been  originally 
an  adjacent,  adjoining,  or  joirU 
room,  an  annexe.  All  the  opium- 
smoking  dens  kept  by  Chinese 
in  the  United  States  are  called 
opium  joints.  To  explain  the 
following  extract  it  should  be 
understood  that  the  obtaining 
a  license  to  sell  liquor  in  the 
American  cities  often,  if  not 


generally,  depends  npon  the 
political  influence  of  the  appli- 
cant. 

Carew  said  that  while  his  saloon  was 
a  "  tough  joint,"  it  was  not  near  so  bad  as 
Monroe's  or  the  Alcazar.  Though  a  good 
Democrat,  he  doubtless  lacks  the  Alder- 
manic  "inflooence"  back  of  Monroe  and 
Wilson. 

(Common),  to  put  a  person's 
nose  out  of  jointf  to  grievously 
vex  or  disappoint  him. 

Joint,  working  the  (thieves), 
swindling  in  the  streets  with  a 
lottery  table,  the  indicator  of 
which  can  be  made  to  stop  at 
any  point  by  pressure  on  a  con- 
cealed rod. 

Jokist  (common),  a  man  fond  of 
playing  practical  jokes. 

On  entering  the  room  I  had  given  the 
bottle  into  the  hand  of  a  young  man,  a 
son  of  the  house.  This  young  fellow  was 
a  bit  ofzj'okist,  so  when  about  to  take  out 
the  glass  stopper  from  the  bottle  he  said  to 
a  jolly,  fat  old  KaflBj*  woman,  who  stood 
close  by,  "  Sara*  kom  mike  heim  de  lek- 
ker  goed" — (Sara,  come  and  smell  this 
Mwttt  tttxS[),---Clode. 

Jolly  (thieves),  a  pretence,  ex- 
cuse. 

So  I  began  to  count  my  pieces  for  tkjoify 
(pntcnce).—Ifors/ey :  Jottings  from  Jail. 

Other  meaning  explained  by 
quotation. 

One  who  assists  at  a  sham  street  row 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  mob,  and 
promoting  robbery  from  the  person  — a 
joUy. — Serpen  Curses  ^  JLondon, 

(Common),  jMy  is  used 
slangily  as  an  expletive,  signi- 
fying superlatively,  as,  he  got 
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jolly    well    thrashed,    or  j6a,y 
dnmk. 

Jolly  as  a  sandboy,  old  expres- 
sion. The  "Three  Jolly  Sand- 
boys"  is  a  tavern  sign.  Who 
the  original  gay  and  festive 
arenariuM  was  we  have  not  dis- 
covered. 

I'm  9&  jolly  as  a  umdioyt  as  happy  as  a 

king, 
No  matter  what  occurs  to  me,  I  laugh  at 

everything. 
Although  I'm  like  my  mother,  I'm  the 

image  of  my  pa, 
At  everything  I  see,  I  laugh — ha!  ha  I 

hal  ha!  hal 

—Cainack  BaOad. 

JoUy,  by  jolly  I  (American),  an 
interj  ection.  Possibly  a  modifi- 
cation of  gorry  I  made  by  French 
Canadians  in  association  with 
jdlu 

I  once  knew  an  Indian  named  Tomah. 
His  friends  made  Tomah  or  Thomas  into 
a  beaver  by  adding  quak  to  it.  Tomaquah, 
the  Beaver,  had  but  one  oath,  it  was  by 
Jolly!  What  deity  in  the  Algonkin  or 
Kanuck  mythology  Jolly  represented,  I 
did  not  inquire.  It  occurred  to  me  one 
day  that  Jolly  would  have  made  a  good 
tutelary  saint  for  Mark  Tapley.  While 
we  were  ornamenting  birch  boxes,  I  ex- 
plained the  idea  at  full  length  to  my  friend. 
He  listened  gravely,  and  as  it  dawned 
upon  him,  interjected  approvingly  iy  Jolly  I 
— C.  G.  Inland:  Algonkin  Notes* 

Jolly,  to  (thieves),  to  impose  npon, 
to  act  as  an  accomplice  or  abet- 
tor. Now  common,  with  the 
meaning  to  speak  up  for. 

Of  course  every  "  school  coach  "  has  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  bowlers  or  batsmen 
ever  seen.  If  he  did  not  say  so  he  would 
not  do  his  duty,  and  he  is  bound  to  jolly 
for  his  own  side. — Baileys  Monthly  Ma* 


(Popular),  ioyiafy  a  x>er8on  is  to 
"chaff"  or  "get  at "  him.  or  to 
hold  him  in  ridicule.  (Acrobats, 
4to.),  refers  to  the  act  of  a  friend, 
a  confederate  in  the  crowd,  who 
pats  in  a  good  show  of  money 
when  the  hat  goes  round,  which 
is  retnmed  to  him  afterwards. 

JoUy,  to  chock  a  (cheap  Jack),  to 
praise  another*s  goods,  so  as 
to  entice  the  bystanders  into 
buying. 

Joiner  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
mistress,  a  sweetheart ;  literally 
a  kiss,  either  from  the  gypsy 
tkwiMr^  a  kiss,  or  the  Yiddish 
joma, 

Jonnuk  (shows,  &c.),  to  be  fair, 
to  share  equally. 

Jonger  (gypsy),  to  awake. 

Josey,  to  (American),  to  go,  hasten 
on.  Possibly  suggested  by  the 
Jewish  slang  ^'ozd^  to  go  out,  go 
forth,  or  from  the  gypsy  jSm, 
ie.,  go  hurry. 

"  Hey,  get  along,  Jim  along  yVwr^/ 
Hey,  get  along,  Jim  along  joe !  ** 

Josh,  to  (American),  to  chaff,  to 
make  fun  of,  to  quiz.  English 
provincial,  jotkinj  a  country 
clown ;  jostle^  to  cheat  (Sussex). 
There  is  an  apocryphal  origin 
of  the  phrase  that  a  miner  hav- 
ing been  told  by  a  friend  that 
Joshua  once  commanded  the 
sun  to  stand  still  and  it  obeyed 
him,  replied,  '*  I  guess  you  can't 
oomeyoiA  oveit  me  I " 
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"  Have  you  boyt  s«en  any  Indians 
round?" 

"  No — they  hadn't  seen  any." 

"  Nobody's  been  Joshing  you,  I  snp- 
fsose?" 

"  Oh  no  I  Joshing  them  I  Not  much." 
— F,  Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasin. 

For  some  unknown  reason  a 
joih  is  supposed,  like  a  David, 
to  be  always  a  sleepy  person. 
On  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change, says  Medbury  in  "  Men 
and  Mysteries  of  Wall  Street " 
(cited  by  Bartlett),  if  a  member 
drops  asleep,  **Jo8h  Ijoih  /  "  comes 
roaring  from  a  dozen  lungs,  and 
the  broker  is  awakened  by  the 
cry.  Thackeray  seems  to  have 
associated  josh  with  fatness  and 
dulness  in  his  Joth  Sedley. 
Possibly  the  Chinese  Joik,  or 
Buddha,  who  is  the  incarnation 
of  stoutness  and  tranquillity, 
suggested  the  word. 

Joskin.  GreneraUy  used  to  de- 
note a  dull  rustic  or  greenhorn. 
It  would  seem,  however,  to  be 
derived  from  the  Yiddish  or 
German  -  Hebrew  jotchen,  to 
sleep,  sleepy  (t.f.,  stupid),  or 
from jotcA^n, old;  einjacheniieh, 
an  old  man. 

Josser  (popular),  a  synonym  for 
a  "  prosser  "  or  sponge.  A  sim- 
pleton, a  "  flat." 

There  is  sl  Josser^ s  landt 

Far,  far  away ! 
Where  a  drink  they  never  stand. 

Far,  far  away  I 
Termed  Prosser's  Avenue, 
Where  of  Pros'  you  meet  a  few. 
Hundreds  could  much  better  do, 

Far,  far  away ! 
Far  away !  Far  away ! 
—CainacA  Bromdtidf. 
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Probably  from  "joskin,*'  a 
lout  or  countryman.  (Australian 
popular),  a  priest,  the  Chinese 
temples  being  called  "joss- 
houses'*  or  "josses."  Austra- 
lian slang  designated  those  who 
ministered  in  them  jouert,  and 
then  extended  this  term  it  had 
created  to  mean  ministers  of 
any  religion. 

The  reverend  Josser  .  .  .  kept  hb  fist 
in  Foley  fashion  hammering  the  ptilpit. 
•^Newspaper, 

Joss-house  (pidgin),  an  idol 
temple.     Vidt  Josa. 

One  tim  Wang  he  makee  tiavel, 
Makee  stop  one  night  'vajou-hmse^ 
He  go  sleepy,  by'mby  wake 
In-i-side  aU-samee/9«x-AMU«. 

—Wang  the  Smob. 

Long  side  hejoss-k^uu 
Stop  one  old  mandalin. 

—The  Rebel  Pig. 

Joss,  josh  (pidgin),  Grod,  a  god, 
an  idoL  This,  say  the  authors 
of  "  Hobson-Jobson,"  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  Portuguese  Deot, 
God,  first  taken  up  in  the  pid- 
gin language  of  the  Chinese 
ports  from  the  Portuguese,  and 
then  adopted  from  that  jargon 
by  Europeans  as  if  they  had  got 
hold  of  a  Chinese  word.  "  I 
know  but  little  of  their  reli- 
gion," wrote  Bockyer  in  171 1, 
"more  than  that  every  man  has 
a  small  joa^  or  god,  in  his  own 
house." 

He  olo  ftta  (father)  still  as  mouse, 
He  chin<hiny(M«  top-^idee  house, 
Alio  tim  he  make/M«-pidgin, 
Wat  you  fan-kwei  dUly  ligion. 

—Metry  Cee, 


5o8 
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Joss  -  pidg^  -  man,  joss-honse- 
maii  (pidgin).  "Thus  also  in 
pidgin,  joU'houMe-vian,  or  jo»- 
pidgin-man,  is  a  priest  or  a 
missionary  "  ("  Hobson-Jobson," 

p.  354). 

Piny  ^^V^  glowin  (growing) 
Fatteler  an'  fotteler, 
Nera  such  a  piggy 
Since  pigs  began, 
/Mt-moM  he  smilee 
An'  talk  "  yoa  be  one  flatteler," 
When  dey  talkey  pig  look  all-samee  like 
he  joss-fU^n-man, 

—The  Rthfl  Pig. 

Jostick,  joss-Stick  (pidgin),  stick 
of  fragprant  powdered  woods, 
combined  with  a  little  gnm, 
used  by  Chinese  as  incense  in 
their  temples.  The  ingredients 
for  the  powder  are  the  puteJu^ 
a  sweet-smelling  root  from  the 
Himalayas,  and  sandalwood. 

An*  Maly  answer  he  lequest, 
"  My  love  Chinee  joss-pidgin  best, 
My  love  Kwan-yin  wit'  chilo  neat 
An'  jMS-stick  smellum  muchee  sweet." 

— Mary  Coe, 

Jounce,  to  (American),  to  indent, 
impress  upon,  hit  severely  and 
suddenly. 

Who  was  followed  shortly  after  by  a  most 

unhappy  tramp. 
Upon  whose  features  poverty  had  /ounced 

her  iron  stamp. 

—The  BtUlad  of  Charity. 

Jounced,  smitten,  enamoured. 

Journey  (turf).  The  sense  in 
which  this  word  is  used  on  the 
turf  seems  rather  derived  from 
the  French  jownie  than  from 
the  English  journey,  "  It  is  not 
his  Journey"  means  " it  is  not 
his  day." 


JoDinejman  soul-saver  (popular), 
a  Scripture-reader;  one  of  the 
subordinate  staff  of  the  garri- 
son chaplains  or  other  religious 
minister  who  is  only  a  jcumey- 
man  or  casual  performer. 

Jower  (American),  a  negro  ex- 
pression for  "jaw,"  talking,  and 
quarrelling. 

Wunst  erpon  a  time  de  creeters  q>ate 
an'  faw€r  so  much  mungst  deyse&,  and 
hab  so  many  onpleasan'nesses  dat  dey 
'dude  ter  leek  er  Jedge  ter  'cide  all  dish 
yer  Uckyin'  (Uckering)  an*  rucksoin*  Ux 
dtaL—Dt  Licti»Hfir  Jedgt. 


Jowl 


(popular),  kissing. 


J. P.,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Vul- 
garly a  Joe  Poke,  or  a  Harman- 
beck  in  old  slang. 

Juba,  Cudjo,  Quashee,  Jumbo, 

Ac.  (American).  There  are  seven 
of  these  names  in  all  given  to 
negroes.  The  reason  why  they 
were  once  so  common  is  that  in 
the  countries  near  the  Guinea 
coast  every  negro  bears  the 
name  of  the  day  of  the  week 
on  which  he  was  bom.  King 
Coffee  of  Dahomey,  as  he  was 
called,  was  really  Cuffee.  He 
was,  in  full,  Cuffee  Calcalli.  It 
was,  doubtless,  some  knowledge 
of  this  fact  which  induced  Defoe 
to  christen  Robinson  Crusoe's 
man  Friday  as  he  did. 

"  Juha  is  a  negro  dance  con- 
sisting in  keeping  time  by  strik- 
ing the  feet  on  the  floor,  and 
clapping  the  hands  on  the  legs 
to  the  music  of  the  banjo" 
(Bartlett).j 


Jubilee— Jug. 
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Quassia  is  so  called  from  a 
negro  named  Q^a^ikee,  who  first 
made  it  known  to  white  men. 
The  French  have  the  name 
"  Bamboula"  (from  a  dance)  for 
a  negro. 

Jubilee,  a  new  term  for  the  be- 
hind, invented  bj  the  staff  of 
the  Sporting  Time$  or  Bird  o' 
Prudom, 

Young  Savile  Civility  had  bought  the 
thing  the  day  before,  a  beastly  toy,  made 
to  look  like  a  penny  roll,  n^th  a  mouse  on 
a  wire  spring  inside.  The  laugh  was  all 
on  his  side  till  he  felt  his  daddy's  old 
slipper  beating  on  his  JithiUe  with  the 
rhythmic  precision  of  the  waves  upon  the 
wild  sea-shore. — Bird  o'  Freedom. 

Jttckel,  joakel,  jucko  (gypsy),  a 
dog.  Evidently  from  jackal. 
When  the  gipsies  came  to 
Europe,  they  gave  the  names  of 
animals  to  which  they  were  ac- 
customed  to  those  resembling 
them.  Thns  they  called  a  swan 
a  takkik  or  pelican,  and  an  ele- 
phant is  in  their  language  a 
horo  ndkengro  gry,  a  large-nosed 
horse.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  gypsies  did  not  take  a  Hindu 
word  in  this  instance. 

"Jackal  is  not  apparently 
Anglo- Indian,  being  taken  from 
the  Turkish  ehakdl.  But  the 
Persian  thagal  is  close,  and  the 
Sanskrit  $rigalat  the  howler,  is 
probably  the  first  form.  The 
common  Hindu  word  is  gidar  " 
(Anglo-Indian  Glossary). 

Judge  and  jury  (tailors),  sham 
trials  for  offences  real  or  ima- 
ginary, having  but  one  object  in 
view — ^becr. 


Judge,  the  (American  cadets), 
the  man  who  is  the  most  popular 
with  his  fellow  cadets. 

Judy  (American),  a  simpleton, 
silly,  donkey,  a  fooL 

The  commonly  common  council  yester- 
day had  a  bowl  of  punch  down  at  the 
Island,  and  they  all  maAe/udies  of  them- 
selves— as  usual.  The  Doctor  was  present, 
and  the  Chief  of  Police,  with  whose  aid 
they  raised  the  devil,  so  that  none  of  the 
dramatis  persona  were  wanting. — Phila- 
d^lphia  Sunday  Paper. 

It  was  said  of  a  man  who 
was  a  convert  to  Judaism,  that 
Punch  and  Judyism  would  be 
more  in  his  line ;  but  it  Is 
doubtful  whether  these  words 
indicate  the  origin  of  the  term. 
As  it  seems  to  be  New  York  by 
birth,  it  is  possible  that  it  owes 
something  to  the  Dutch  jodL^ 
which  means  quite  the  same 
thing. 

Jug  (old),  a  term  of  contempt 
applied  to  a  woman. 

Hark  ye,  don't  you  marry  that  ill-man- 
nered y«!f. — Centiivrt:  Platonic  Lady, 

(Common),  a  simpleton,  a 
prison ;  a  contraction  of  stone 

Don't  you  fancy  the  "  Hunemployed"  bun- 
kum has  nobbled  me ;  not  such  a  mug ! 

And  as  for  O'Brien  and  his  breeches,  I'm 
glad  the  fool's  fairly  in  jug. 

No,  no,  law  and  border's  my  motter,  but 
wen  a  spree's  on  'Arry's  there ; 

And  I  thought,  like  a  lot  of  the  swells,  I 
should  find  one  that  day  in  the  Square. 

— Puiuk, 

To  jug  a  person,  to  imprison 
him.  The  writer  remembers 
a   joke,    in    connection    with 
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this  expression,  made  by  a 
foreign  gentleman  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Staart  Mill,  who  was 
then  seeking  to  bring  Governor 
Eyre  to  justice  for  his  share 
in  the  Jamaica  massacre.  "  To 
jmg  your  hare,"  he  said,  "you 
must  first  catch  him." 

Juggins  (sporting),  an  aspirant, 
usually  young,  and  always  more 
largely  provided  with  money 
than  with  brains.  The  lawful 
and  longed-for  prey  of  the  turf 
sharper. 

I  never  lured  SLjm^iu  on 
To  pigeon  or  billiard  match. 

— spirting  TUmus, 

The  appellation,  which  is  of 
recent  origin,  is  never  regarded 
as  complimentary.  In  common 
use,  with  the  meaning  of  simple- 
ton, fool ;  a  form  of  jug, 

"Why  don't  he  get  the  policeman," 
naked  Peter,  "  who  is  sunding  there,  to 
help  him?" 

'*  Because  he  b  standing  on  the  sove- 
rdgn,  jo\x  Juggins." 

And  a  lifelong  friendship  was  again  dis- 
turbed.—vS/^r/iV^  Times. 

That's  a  motion,  old  man,  you  may  carry, 
When  Toffdom  and  Gladstone  ]ine  hands, 
And  you    may  make  a  fair  juggins  of 
Harry. 

—Punch. 

This  term  is  also  used  in 
America. 

I'm  not  such  a  juggins  as  I  look,  my 
friends, 
lliough  I  may  be  soft  and  balmy ; 
They  tell  me  I'm  a  goose,  and  all  my 
tiles  are  loose, 
But  there's  bigger  fools  than  me  in  the 
army. 

-~Brvadside  BaUad. 


Jug  loops  (popular),  explained  by 
potation. 


Even  the  hair  and  wluskers  of  the 
tefmoogers,  like  that  of  more  dvilised  folk, 
oted  to  be  governed  by  fashion.  Soaie> 
times  .^^^  lo9^  (the  hair  brought  straight 
on  to  the  temples,  and  turned  under)  would 
be  the  rage,  another  season  "  terrier  crop" 
wooki  be  the  style.  —  (TrvnnvM^  .*  Thi 
LittU  Rttgamnffins. 

JQkalo,  jficko  (gypsy),  a  dog. 

JnmtMree  (theatrical)  jeweUezy. 

Jump  (thieves),  a  window.  Ftcit 
Back-jttmp.  Used  also  in 
America  and  Australia. 

Jump  down  (Canadian),  the  oon* 
fines  of  civilisation.  The  idea 
involved  is  well  put  in  the  fol- 
lowing quotation. 

We  started  for  Brandon  in  the  first 
train  that  would  carry  passengers  to  that 
new  city,  which  in  the  September  of  288  x 
was  what  is  colonially  known  as  theyarjN;^ 
iUwn,  that  is,  the  last  place  that  is  in 
course  of  erection  on  the  outskirts  of  what 
is  called  civilised  life,  and  upon  leaving 
which  you  at  once  jump  dawn  into  the 
open  gulf  of  tinsettledom. — A.  SimttUf 
Hill:  From  Horn*  to  Homt. 

Jumped-up  (popular),  oonodted, 
arrogant  (Hotten). 

Jumper  (popular),  short  smock- 
frock  worn  by  labourers,  navvies, 
fta  Also  a  ^ort  external  duck- 
frock  worn  by  sail-makers,  arti- 
ficers, and  riggers  to  preserve 
the  clothing  beneath.  (Ame- 
rican), a  rude  sleigh  made  of 
saplings,  or  rough  poles,  with 
the  ends  turned  up.  They  cost 
very  little,  but  are  very  useful. 


Jumpers — Jumps. 
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(Military),  white  cauyaa  frook 
worn  by  the  men  at  gnn-drilL 
Also  patrol  jacket  worn  by 
gunners. 

Jumpers  (American  thieves),  men 
that  rob  houses  by  entering 
windows. 

Jumping;  a  claim  (American),  ob- 
taining anything  by  fraud  or 
stratagem.  Orig^inally  a  West- 
em  expression,  signifying  an 
attempt  to  oust  a  squatter  or 
settler  on  new  country,  suoh 
having  by  law  and  custom  a  first 
claim  on  the  land.  It  has  now 
come  into  general  use. 

Jumping  Moses  I  (popular),  an 
exclamation,  probably  of  Ameri- 
can origin. 

Jumping^  off  (turf),  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  important 
accomplishments  with  which  a 
two-year-old  can  be  indoctrin- 
ated. In  these  days  of  short 
distance  races,  a  horse  which 
has  not  been  taught  to  "jump 
off,"  i.f.,  to  begin  at  a  high  rate 
of  speed,  has  but  a  poor  chance 
with  those  properly  instructed 
in  the  art.  Therefore,  as  soon 
as  a  colt's  education  has  so  &r 
progressed  that  he  has  learnt 
to  obey  the  touch  of  the  rider's 
hand  as  to  walking,  trotting,  or 
cantering,  his  lessons  m  jumping 
off  begin.  He  soon  learns  how 
to  use  his  muscles  for  a  sudden 
spring,  and  becomes  as  quick 
on  his  legs  as  a  cat. 

Jumping  off  place  (American), 
the  end  of  the  world.    From 


an  old  story  of  a  man  who  tra- 
velled till  he  came  to  a  precipioe 
which  bounded  the  world. 

Jumping  over  the  fat  pot  (thea- 
trical), a  stipulation  made  in  the 
days  gone  by,  that  all  engaged 
should  assist  (as  the  music  in 
Macbeth,  Pizarro,  Bob  Boy, 
Dance  in  Honeymoon,  God  save 
the  Queen,  &c.)  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned pantomime  Man  in  the 
Moon  (now  called  the  Shadow 
Pantomime).  When  gas  even 
was  not  convenient  (Bichard- 
son's  show),  the  light  was  got 
by  a  large  flame  of  burning  fat, 
behind  the  sheet,  and  all,  each 
and  every  one,  had  to  contribute 
his  share  of  the  work,  and  many 
a  time  the  awkward,  spiteful,  or 
half -drunken  have  knocked  it 
over,  not  jumping  high  enough, 
and  so  finished  the  performance. 

Jumping  up  (tailors),  getting  the 
best  of  one,  or  the  reverse. 

Jump  off  (American).  This  phrase 
is  thus  explained. 

Now  and  again  the  broad  stem  of  a 
fallen  giant  gives  you  150  feet  of  splendid 
wooden  road ;  but  arrived  at  the  end,  you 
find  you  have  been  gradually  ascending 
and  now  stand  on  what  the  Am^-icans 
would  call  a  jump  off^  with  a  mass  of 
brush  below  you,  hiding  in  all  probability 
a  collection  of  lop,  or  a  pitfall  which,  com- 
ing at  the  bottom  of  such  a  jump,  would 
end  your  ramble  for  that  day. — PkilUppt' 
WolUy:  Troititigt  of  a  TendtrfooU 

Jumps  (popular),  to  have  the 
jumpt,  the  delirium  tremens; 
also  used  in  the  sense  of  a 
craze,  as  "  He's  got  the  Jobilee 
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jwnpt"  he's  gone  crazed  about 
the  Jubilee. 

''  Now  then,  first  boy,  tell  me  what  beer 
is  made  from." 
"Hops." 

*'  How  do  you  know  that  ?" 
**  'Cos  it  gives  you  the/nw/*." 
He  went  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
dassy  but  there  is  a  bright  future  before 
him,  nevertheless. — S/ffrttng'  Timts. 

Jump  the  s^ame,  to  (Americau). 
In  gambling  or  poker  slang  to 
raid  a  gambling  den  by  the 
police  (0.  Leland  Harrison's 
MS.  Collection  of  American- 
isms). 

Jump,  to,  to  cheat,  to  steal.  This 
word  is  used  in  England,  but 
is  more  common  in  the  United 
States.  During  the  great  civil 
war  it  obtained  great  currency 
in  connection  with  the  impu- 
dent frauds  of  the  mercenary 
adventurers — mostly  newly-ar- 
rived Irish  immigrants  —  who 
enlisted  in  the  Federal  armies 
for  the  conquest  of  the  South, 
and  received  large  sums  as 
bounty -money,  varying  from  tpwo 
hundred  and  fifty  to  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  according  to  the 
needs  of  the  State,  and  de- 
serted within  a  few  days  after 
receiving  it,  and  played  the  same 
game  in  a  distant  city,  some- 
times repeating  the  process  as 
many  as  half-a-dozen  or  a  dozen 
times.  These  evaders  were 
called  "  bounty  jumpers."  To 
j%mp  a  claim,  in  the  partially- 
settled  districts  of  the  great 
West,  is  to  fraudulently  attempt 
to  dispossess  a  squatter  who  has 


the  right  of  occupancy  from 
having  first  settled  upon  the 
land. 

One  morning  his  ridh  "daim,**  of  which 
the  fiune  had  wprtad,  was  /wmj^m/— two 
men  had  literally  jumped  into  his  pit,  and 
he  found  them  there  whoi  he  came.— /T. 
L.  WiiUams:  In  UU  mid  Wtat, 

The  word  was  used  by  Shak- 
speare  in  the  &mous  passage 
wherein  Macbeth  communes 
with  himself  on  the  expediency 
of  murdering  Duncan  {Mathdk, 
Act  1,  sc.  7). 

'*  If  the  assassination 
Could  trammel  up  the  consequence,  and 

catch, 
With  his  surcease,  success ;  that  but  this 

blow 
Might  be  the  be-all  and  the  end-all  here, 
Bat  here,  upon  this  bank  and  shoal  of 

time, — 
We'd>ww>  the  life  to  come." 

The  word  is  still  used  by  the 
lowest  classes  in  London,  in 
America,  and  Australia,  among 
whom  **  to  jump  a  crib"  sig^nifies 
to  rob  a  house ;  and  "to  jump  a 
bloke  "  signifies  either  to  cheat 
him,  violently  plunder  bim^  ill. 
treat,  or  seize. 

Anyhow,  Doe  Gilpin,  the  marshal, 
Jum^td  him.  I  was  right  there  when 
they  met. — F.  Francis:  Saddig  and  Mtc- 
caxin, 

"Sauter"  is  used  in  French 
in  the  same  sense — "faire  le 
saut  d'une  chose,  est  voler,  ou 
escamoter  une  chose."  (Popu- 
lar), to  jumpt  to  copulate.  In 
French  tauter, 

(Cape  settlers),  to  jump,  to 
steal.  An  English  ofBcer  camp- 
ing out  was  told  to  take  care 
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they  did  not  jump  his  candle- 
stick.  (Australian  popular),  to 
supplant  in,  to  take.  The  dif- 
ference between  jump  and 
"shake"  is  that  "shake"  im- 
plies  stealing,  and/ttmp  does  not. 
A  thief  "  shakes  "  your  watch  ; 
but  if  you  take  a  seat  in  a  rail- 
way-carriage,  or  on  a  coach  that 
is  engaged  by  some  one  else, 
you  are  only  jumping  it.  It 
was  a  joke  against  a  crustacean 
bachelor,  an  editor  of  a  well- 
known  journal  in  a  Murray 
township,  that  he  had  jumped 
a  baby,  the  fact  being  that  in 
the  year  of  the  greaX  flood  a 
baby,  alive  and  kicking,  and 
enshrined  in  a  gin-case,  had 
been  deposited  by  the  waters 
on  the  verandah-roof  just  under 
his  bedroom  window.. 

(Medical),  to  try  a  dangerous 
medicine. 

Jump-ap-behind,  to  (common),  to 
endorse  an  accommodation  bill 
(Hotten). 

Junk  dealer  (American),  one  who 
sells  marine  and  old  stores. 

B.  M.  Koppler,  a  j'tnA  dtaler^  was 
arrested  by  Officer  Rice  yesterday,  charged 
with  stealing  lead-pipe.— J'^  Louis  Rt- 
publican, 

Junkettins;  (nautical),  good  cheer 
and  jollification;  from  a  pro- 
vincialism. 

Junkit,  to  (Winchester  College), 
to  rejoice  over.     **  Junkit  over 


you"  is  not  a  very  charitable 
way  of  saying,  I  would  not  be 
in  your  place.  JunkU  is  from  a 
provinciaUsm  meaning  a  merry- 
making. 

Juries  (costermongers),  assertions, 
professions.  "  We  deals  fair  to 
all  that's  fair  to  us — and  that's 
more  than  many  a  tradesman 
does,  for  all  their  ^*iir»«." 

Jurk,  jark  (old  cant),  a  seal. 
Still  current  among  thieves  in 
America. 

Just  what  you're  doing  (Ameri- 
can), a  peculiar  expression, 
often  used  in  conversation, 
meaning  that  the  subject  in 
hand  is  of  importance.  "  When 
YOU  have  a  horse  like  that  in 
band  yon  can't  attend  to  any- 
thing else  but  ju$t  toJuit  you*rt 
doing.**  This  was  accidentally 
overheard  at  the  Langham 
Hotel,  London. 

Put  all  your  ilynamite  into  just  what 
you're  a  doing^t  whatever  you  do,  and 
you'll  do  I — lVaskit$gtoM  Courier. 

Jfiva,  commonly  juvo  (gypsy),  a 
wife,  woman.  Properly  a  young 
woman  ( Persian  jOva). 

Jnwaub  (Anglo-Indian),  a  refusal, 
literally  in  Hindostani  an  answer. 
If  a  gentleman  proposes  to  a 
lady,  and  is  refused,  he  is  said 
to  hejutcaubed. 


2  K 


514 


Kady — Ktg, 


ADY.     Vidt  Cadt. 


If  you  wiuit  to  buy  a  kady 
in  Paris,  you  must  go  to 
modes. — S/erting  Timis. 


Ka£Br  (popular  and  Yiddish),  a 
prostitute*s  bully.  Yiddish  and 
Arabic,  l^r,  an  infidel,  a  conntrj 
boor. 


(colonial),  explained  by 
quotation. 

The  kanaka  is  a  chocolate-complexioned 
taip(M-tation  from  the  South  Sea  Islands, 
sometimes  equitably  hired,  fairly  treated 
and  paid,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
contract  duly  sent  back  to  his  or  her 
native  country. — Daily  TtUgrapk, 

Kana-man  (pidgin),  cannon-man, 
f.tf.,  artillerist. 

KanamaHy  he  gun  go  bangy, 
Some  get  shootee,  some  be  hangy. 
Many  lebel  head  get  choppy, 
Samee  garden-man  cut  poppy. 
Empelor  hab  got  de  day, 
Alio  Tai'ping  lunny  way. 

—Ah-Fun, 

Kanits  (back  slang),  a  stink. 

Kanitseeno  (back  slang),  a  stink- 
ing one. 

Karibat  (Anglo-Indian),  food,  lite- 
rally rice  and  curry. 

Karimption  (American),  a  party, 
a  set  of  people,  a  crowd,  im- 
plying unity,  relationship,  or 
nationality.  As  X'^'^^>^  occurs  as 
postfix  to  other  words,  c.^., 
•'  gumption,"  *'  conniption,"  it 
may  have  been  added  in  this 
case  to  the  German-Hebrew 
word  Icarim  or  hrauwim  (plural), 
relations,  or  the  related. 


A  whole  kariwtfti»m  of  Dutch  emigrants 
were  landed  here  yesterday. — BmrtUtt  : 
Cairo  {Jliinois)  Times, 

Kate  (American  thieves),  a  smart, 
brazen-faced  gizl  or  woman. 
Katf  Dutch  slang,  a  bad  woman. 

Katey  (American  thieves),  a  pick- 
lock. 

K.D.  (printers),  abbreviation  of 
the  words  ktep  darky  i.e.,  "  don't 
say  anything  about  it.' 


t> 


Keel-hanlins;  (common),  a  scold- 
ing, accompanied  by  personal 
chastisement.  From  the  old 
nautical  custom  of  punishing 
offenders  by  throwing  them 
overboard  with  a  rope  attached, 
and  hauling  them  up  from 
under  the  ship*&  keeL 

Not  a  blessed  mag!  Hes  Sail  Grab- 
ham  been  a  k^ei-katt/ing  of  yer  agen  ? — 
Sax>ag;e  London.  »    . 

Keel  over,  to  (popular).  People 
are  said  to  ked  ovtr  when  by 
some  misfortune  or  other  cause 
they  come  to  grief  in  their 
undertakings  or  plans,  as  of  a 
vessel  **  keel  up."  "To  go 
up  the  sxwut,"  **  to  be  dead 
broke,"  *'to  be  stump)ed,"  are 
some  of  the  innumerable  syno- 
nymous expressions  for  the  same 
idea.  The  expression  ia  com- 
mon in  America. 

He  goes  swarming  along  like  the  devil. 
With  a  cut-water  o^  er  the  bay  ; 

But  though  now  hs  is  perfectly  level. 
You'll  see  him  keel  aver  some  day. 
—Song  of  a  SwelL 

Keg  (American),  capacity  to  hold 
stomach. 


Keen — Keep. 
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I  met  him  going  along  with  his  bead 
down,  like  he  was  drunk.  We'd  been 
having  a  time,  and  my  keg  was  pretty  full 
too. — F.  Francis:  SaddU and Moccatin, 

Keen  (American  cadet),  a  humor- 
ons  story,  a  joke. 

Keen  on  (common),  intent  on, 
having  great  liking  for,  being 
in  love  with. 

Keep  a  hotel,  to  (American),  a 
phrase  iDtimating  administra- 
tive capacity.  It  is  almost  nni- 
versally  expressed  in  the  nega- 
tive, "He  can't  Ictep  a  hotel,** 
The  origin  of  it  was  as  follows 
About  twenty-five  years  ago  a 
man  named  Lynch,  banjo  per- 
former in  a  negro  minstrel 
troupe,  lost  his  overcoat  in  a 
hotel  in  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 
As  the  landlord  refused  to  pay 
him  for  it,  he  revenged  himself 
for  a  long  time  after  by  a  humor- 
ous dialogue  in  which  the  land- 
lord was  mentioned,  and  all  his 
minor  good  qualities  were  faith- 
fully enumerated,  but  which 
were  neutralised  by  the  other 
interlocutor,  who  drawled  out, 
"Ya-as — but  he  ca-ant  keep  a 
ho-tcl ! "  The  expression  is  still 
current. 

Keep  a  pig,  to  (Oxford),  to  have 
a  lodger.  A  man  whose  rooms 
contain  two  bedchambers  has 
sometimes,  when  his  college  is 
full,  to  allow  the  use  of  one 
of  them  to  a  freshman,  who 
is  called  under  these  circum- 
stances a  "  pig."    The  original 


occupier  is  then  said  to  keep  a 
pig  (Hotten). 

Keep  cave,  to  (Eton),  explained 
by  quotation. 

Crib-fagging  required  two  lower  boyB, 
for  whilst  one  sat  and  read,  another  had 
to  mount  guard  in  the  passage  or  on  the 
staircase,  to  keep  care,  that  is,  to  give 
warning  by  a  whistle  if  he  should  descry  our 
tutor  on  the  prow\.—Brfns/ey  Richards: 
Seven  Years  at  Eton. 

Cave  is  of  course  the  Latin 
word- 
Keep  dark,  to  (English  and  Ame- 
rican).    Vide  Dask. 

• 

Keep  sloom  (tailors),  keep  qoiet 
(stockcutter's  expression). 

Keep  that  dry  (American),  keep 
that  concealed,  secret. 

But  don't  let  it  enter  into  your  heart. 
Never  let  them  get  a  chance  at  your  senti- 
ment ;  keep  that  dry.-^F.  Francis :  SaddU 
and  Moccasin, 

Keep  your  eyes  skinned  (West 
American),  keep  your  eyes  open, 
be  watchful. 

If  you  have  any  business  to  attend  to, 
you'd  best  go  right  along  and  do  it.  K*^ 
your  eyes  skinned^  of  course,  but  don't  stay 
home. — F.  Francis :  Saddle  and  Moccasi$t, 

The  English  in  the  island  cast  in  their 
lot  with  sugar,  and  if  sugar  is  depressed 
they  lose  heart.  Americans  kee/  thgir 
eyes  skinned,  as  they  call  it,  to  look  out 
for  other  openings.—/.  A.  Fronde:  Tht 
English  in  the  H^est  Indies. 

Keep  your  hair  on.     Vide  Haul 

Keep  your  pecker  up  (common), 
do  not  lose  heart.    Pecktr  is  the 
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Kicking — Kid. 


Kiddng  for  trade  (tailors),  apply- 
izig  for  work. 

Kiddngf  strap  (tailors),  an  elastic 
strap  inside  a  habit  skirt. 

IQcks,  kicksters,  kicksies  (popu- 
lar and  thieves),  breeches, 
trousers.  From  a  metaphor 
similar  to  that  which  gave  the 
synonymous  "hams,"  "trolly- 
wags." 

Kick  the  bucket,  to.  Vide  Buc- 
ket. 

Kick  the  stuffing  out  of  one,  to 

(American),  to  ill-treat  a  per- 
son, or  to  take  the  wind  out  of 
another*s  sails ;  to  get  the  better 
of  one. 

I  am  informed  that,  judged  by  the 
standard  of  success,  the  ".ideal"  news- 
paper is  the  one  that  whoops  its  own  side 
to  the  top  of  the  pole  and  kicks  ike  stuffiHg 
0ui  of  the  other  fellow.  —  Ntw  York 
World, 

Kick,  to  (Australian  popular), 
an  abbreviation  for  "kick  the 
bucket,"  or  for  "  at  his  last 
kick." 

Kick,  to  have  the  (sporting),  to 
have  luck.  From  a  football 
phrase. 

Kick  up  (common),  ceremony, 
proceedings  of  a  noisy  nature. 

Were  not  Her  Majesty's  subjects  from 
all  ends  of  the  earth  coming  to  see  the 
show,  and  take  part  in  the  kidt  »/f — 
Punch. 

Kick  up  a  row,  to  (common),  to 
make  or  cause  a  disturbance. 


Chariey  dined,  took  his  pen  and  ugn'd ; 
Then  Mob  kicked  over  his  throne  firom 

behind  1 
**  Hum !  Huzza  1  we  may  scamper  now  I 
For  here  we've  kidUd  up  a  joUy  good 


— Imgoldsby  L^gtnds. 

ICd  (popular,  very  common  in 
London),  a  swell,  a  masher.  A 
Londoner  meeting  another  yery 
smartly  dressed,  says,  "  What  a 
hid  we  are,"  or  the  smartly 
dressed  man  might  say,  "  Ain't 
I  an  awful  hid  to-day?"  The 
"  dude  "  and  the  "  masher  "  are 
really  well-dressed  people,  the 
hid  is  rather  a  smartly  dressed 
person ;  also  a  policeman. 

Every  one  of  the  urchins  knows  the 
School-board  officer  by  instinct,  and  abhon 
him  even  more  than  their  ancient  terror, 
the  bobby,  copper,  kid^  or  policeman. 
^Tkor  Fredur:  Sketchts  from  Skm^ 
Places. 

Kid,  cheese;  hid  hard, synony- 
mous with  "hard  cheese,"  "hard 
lines,"  no  luck ;  a  child. 

My  eyes,  what  a  row !  Sally  was  asleep, 
the  kids  were  asleep,  slavey  was  asleep. — 
Ex^ening  News. 

"  Served  his  time  to  the  trade,**  returned 
the  Badger  coolly ;  "  been  at  it  ever  since 
he  was  a  kid—so  high."—/.  Grgtnwood : 
Dick  TempU. 

(Popular  and  thieves),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

Now,  one  of  these  brother  boys  was  well 
known  for  his  kid^  that  is,  gammon  and 
devilry. — HindUy:  Life  and  Advtnturts 
^a  Ckeapjack, 

Possibly  from  Anglo-Saxon 
oyd^ion,  to  declare,  make  known; 
the  primary  meaning  of  hid 
being  a  puffing  speech,  termed 
now  "  kidment,"  more  probably 


Kid. 


519 


from  "  kidder,"  a  huckster,  the 
patter  of  a  huckster,  and  "gam- 
mon "  being  considered  synony- 
mous ;  compare  the  German 
}iJ6kt\\^  to  deceive,  "gammon;" 
from  hoken,  a  huckster.  Also 
deception,  humbug. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  therefore, 
to  hear  one  of  them  remark,  in  the  unmit- 
takable  language  of  a  Cockney  of  the 
slums,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  all  kid. 
— /.  Greenwood:  Ta^,  Rag^  <^  Co, 

Kidd  or  kid  (thieves),  a  swindler. 
Vide  Kid. 

He  at  once  listened  to  the  jargon  of  the 
well-dressed  Aiifd,  who  hastened  to  ex- 
plain  that  not  being  a  smoker  himself  he 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  the  magnifi- 
cent lot  of  cigars  that  had  just  been  left 
him. — Tit  Bits. 

Kiddily  (popular),  fashionably. 

Kiddleywink  (popular),  a  small 
shop  where  are  retailed  the 
commodities  of  a  village  store. 
Originally  a  kiddle-a-wink,  from 
the  offer  made,  with  a  wink,  to 
give  you  something  out  of  the 
kiddle  or  kettle.  In  the  West 
country,  an  ale-house.  Also  a 
woman  of  unsteady  habits 
(Hotten). 

Kiddy  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
boy. 

So  take  a  caution,  my  kiddy, ^GrttH' 
wood:  Th*  Little  Ragamuffins, 

Kiddy-ken  (thieves),  a  house  fre- 
quented by  mere  children,  girls 
and  boys.  During  the  past  two 
years  the  increase  of  profligacy 
among  "kids"  of  both  sexes 
has  been  very  great.    A  house 


recently  broken  up  (1887)  in 
London,  was  habitually  visited 
by  boys  and  girls ;  two  of  the 
former,  who  were  very  well 
dressed,  and  who  appeared  to 
be  gentlemen's  sons,  were  only 
eight  and  ten  years  of  age, 
while  the  girls  were  of  corre- 
spondingly tender  years. 

Kidlet,  a  boy  or  girl. 

Kidment  (popular),  puffing  speech 
of  a  Cheap  Jack,  or  others. 
Humbug,  nonsense,  deceit,  de- 
ception.    Yidt  Kid. 

Kidney  (Stock  Exchange),  a  frac- 
tional part  of  one  share.  A  cor- 
ruption of  a  man's  name  Cad- 
ney,  who  is  first  known  to  have 
dealt  under  ^. 

Kidney  blow  (pugilistic),  a  blow 
planted  in  the  short  ribs,  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  ring  reporter. 
Often  a  backhander. 

Kid,  no  (popular),  no  joke,  seri- 
ously.  For  derivation  vvdt  KiD. 

Oh,  right  you  are,  chummie  !    I'm  single, 
you  bet,  though  I'm  turned  twenty- 
two. 
And  I've  'ad  lots  o'  chances,  I  tell  ycr; 
fair  'ot  'uns,  old  man,  and  no  kid. 

—Punch, 

Kid  on,  to  (popular),  to  incite. 

Kid  oneself,  to  (popular),  to  fancy 
oneself,  to  be  conceited  of  a 
thing.  One  talks  of  a  man 
kidding  himself  on  his  mouiitache, 
or  a  woman  kidding  henelf  on 
her  figure  or  her  costume. 
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Kid — Kinchin, 


rig:,  or  kid  lay  (thieves), 
swindling,  kidnapping,  or  rob- 
bing children. 

y^^fnan  (thieves),  one  who  trains 
boy  thieves. 

Kid,   to  (popular),  to  impose  in 
any  way,  pretend.     Vide  Kid. 

Relating  how  he  had  kidded  the  worlc- 
honse  aathorities. — Greenwood:  Seven 
Cvrtes  qf  London. 

They've  turned  the  gas  out,  and  are 
adding  to  play  Nap  just  to  make  mt 
thank  I've  gone  stone  blind. — Bird  o* 
Freedom. 

(Turf),  explained  by  quota- 
tion. 

What  do  you  mean  by  kidding  f— It  is 
a  difficult  word  to  explain.  If  you  have 
got  a  good  horse,  and  allow  him  to  tumble 
about  just  as  he  pleases,  and  allow  the 
reins  to  hang  loose,  the  public  would  say 
that  he  was  doing  his  best,  but  others 
might  not  think  so.  That  would  be  kid' 
utng»  •  •  • 

It  all  depends  on  the  arms,  then,  as  I 
understand  it  ? — Not  necessarily.  It  may 
depend  upon  the  legs,  and  all  sorts  of 
other  things. — Standard, 

A  Jndding  horse,  a  shamming 
horse,  one  which  pretends  to 
be  afraid,  &c. 

Kil  (gypsy),  to  play  on  an  instru- 
ment, properly  h^ 

The  boshomongro  kiis,  he  kiis. 
The  tani  rakli  gils,  she  gils. 

Now  shoon  the  Romany  gilli ! 
/./.,  "The  fiddler  fiddles,  the  little  girl 
sings.     Now  listen  to  the  g3rpsy  song  ! " 
George  Borrow:  Lta/engro. 

Kill- COW    (popular),    a    great 
boaster. 

Kill-devil  (American),  new  rum. 
The  rum  known  as  "  New  Eng- 


land," when  new»  is  an  appalling 
beverage. 

Kill,  dressed  to  (American).   Yyit 

DIUB88SD  TO  BIlLL. 

IQIled  (tailors),  hopelessly  spoiled. 

IQIlock  (nautical),  given  by  Web- 
ster as  a  United  States  term 
for  small  anchor,  but  used  in 
Bngland  with  the  meaning  of 
anchor.     Also  "  mud-hook." 

KOt  (Irish),  well  beaten. 

IQlter  (American).  '*  Out  of  l;«2fer 
or  kedUr,**  disordered,  ill,  out 
of  repair.  Dutch  keeUerffing, 
nausea,  "provocation  of  the 
stomach ; "  hdderzitk,  crop-sick, 
Ac.  This  is,  however,  a  doubt- 
ful derivation.  Pos^bly  from 
to  hilt,  to  tuck  up ;  so  that  *'  out 
of  hUier "  would  literally  mean 
hanging  loosely,  hence  disor- 
dered. 

Kinchen  (popular  and  thieves),  a 
child.  From  the  GSerman  kind- 
ehcn, 

Ktodien  morts  (thieves),  little 
girls  trained  to  prostitotion. 

Kinchin  cove  (old  cant),  a  man 
who  kidnaps  children.  Also  a 
little  man. 

Kinchins'  lay  (thieves),  explained 
by  quotation. 

The  kinchins  ...  is  the  young  children 
that's  sent  on  errands  by  their  mothers, 
with  sixpences  and  shillings ;  and  the  Imy 
is  just  to  take  their  money  away — they've 
always  got  it  ready  in  their  hands. — 
Dickens:  Oliver  Twist. 


Kincob — Kipsy. 
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KIncob  (Anglo-Indian),  a  tenn 
which  is  becoming  well  known 
in  England  for  gold-brocade. 
Persian-Hindn,  hvnkhfoob.  For- 
merlj  called  khamkbd,  and  known 
in  the  Middle  Agee  to  Bnrope  as 
eamocccu 

Kinder  (American),  as  it  were, 
in  a  manner,  or  after  a  fashion. 
Kinder-sorter  (»'  pronounced  as 
in  kind\  an  old  expression  very 
common  in  New  England. 

I  guess  I  kinder  heard  o'  that  before,  but 
I'm  like  my  old  num ;  I  never  was  good 
at  rememberin'  names. — Boston  Courier, 

The  term  is  from  an  English 
provincialism  meaning  rather. 

Kindness  (popular),  a  favour  in 
the  way  of  enjoyment  of  the 
person  granted  by  a  woman  to 
one  of  the  other  sex,  or  indeed, 
the  other  way.  There  is  also 
a  proverb  of  some  standing — 
"After  kissing  comes  greater 
kindneiSy'  and  in  this  sense  the 
word  is  still  in  vulgar  accept- 
ance. The  French  have  the  ex- 
pression, "  avoir  des  bont^  pour 
iin  homme.'* 

Kingsman  (costermongers),  ex- 
plained by  quotation. 

It  was  the  correct  thing  for  the  coster- 
monger,  whatever  branch  of  industry  he 
might  pursue,  to  wear  round  his  throftt— 
bunchy,  loosely  tied,  and  elegantly  care- 
less—a very  large,  highly-coloured  silk 
pocket-handkerchief.  This  the  costermon- 
ger  calk  a  kingsman.—J,  Greenwood:  The 
Little  RagamuffiHS. 

Kink  (American),  a  fancy,  caprice, 
or  crotchet. 


The  very  newest  kinky  I  take  it,  is  a  k- 
vival  of  the  Louis  XVI.  fashion.— CAJM^tf 
Tribune. 

From  an  English  provinoial- 
ism.  In  Suffolk  a  rope  i«  said 
to  kimk  when  it  does  not  nm  out 
even  from  its  coils. 

Kip  (popular  and  thieves),  a  bed. 
This  is  probably  an  abbrevia- 
tion of  kipsify  basket.  French 
thieves  call  a  bed  pagne^  a  cor- 
ruption of  "panier,"  basket. 
Kip  had  formerly  the  significa- 
tion of  house  of  ill-fame,  and 
to  *'tatter  a  kip"  signified  to 
wreck  one. 

Kip  honse,  a  tramps'  or  vagrants' 
lodging-house. 

Kipsy  (thieves),  a  basket. 

"Wasn't  there  any  clobber?"  "Yes, 
there's  a  cartload."  So  he  said:  "Go 
and  get  a  ki/sy  full  of  it,  and  we  will  gny 
home." — Hartley:  Jottings/rom  Jail. 

This  word  is  given  as  a  recog- 
nised term  by  a  dictionary  of 
the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  form  k%pt  is  still 
used  as  a  provincialism  for  an 
osier-basket  to  catch  fish.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  kip*^ 
is  from  the  Old  English  or  Nor- 
man English  quipturty  in  which 
case  kipt  would  only  be  an  ab- 
breviation of  the  primaiy  k^ptf. 
But  again  kipt  is  traceable  to 
the  Anglo-Saxon  eepa/ny  to  catch. 
It  must  further  be  noted  that 
kiptyy  sometimes  ktpn^  is  gypsy 
for  basket  and  a  willow.  Kipti" 
koshy  willow  wood,  of  Indian 
origin. 
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Kip— Kite. 


Kip,  to  (popular  and  thieves),  to 
sleep  or  lodge.     Vide  KIP8T. 

Kiikling^  (thieves),  housebreaking 
on  Sunday  evening  bj  finding  a 
house  which  has  been  left  un- 
tenanted while  the  occupants 
are  all  at  church  (or  kirk),  or 
the  servant  left  in  charge  en- 
ticed out. 

Kisky  (popular),  drunk. 

Kisser  (popular),  the  mouth. 


(Stock  Exchange),  Hotch- 
kiss  Ordnance  Company  Shares. 

Killing-trap  (popular),  the  mouth. 

The  off*side  of  his  kitsing-tra^ 
Displays  an  ugly  mairk  I 

— Atkin:  H oust  Scraps. 

Kiss-me-quick  (conmion),  a  small 
ladies'  bonnet. 

Kiss,  to  (billiards),  said  of  balls 
in  close  contact. 


o'  whttstles,  Scotch  Presby- 
terian for  organ. 

Kit  (popular),  the  whole  kii  of 
them,  synonymous  with  the 
"whole  gridiron,"  the  "whole 
boiling,"  i.e.,  all  the  party. 
(01d\  a  dancing- master.  From 
the  IcM  or '  small  fiddle  which 
he  uses  in  his  avocations. 

Kit  and  boodle  (American),  the 
total  or  whole  of  anything,  as 
the  entire  company.  Bartlett 
suggests  the  German  hexUd^  a 
purse,  as  the  original  source  of 


boodle,  or  "perhaps  the  old 
English  hoUel,  a  bundle."  But 
as  it  is  a  New  York  word  its 
origin  is  to  be  sought  in  the 
Dutch  hoedd,  pronounced  boodle 
(which  see),  meaning  property, 
or  anything  inherited. 

Kitcheners  (thieves),  thieves  who 
congregate  in  places  known  as 
thieves'  kitchens.  Mr.  Green- 
wood says  that  such  meeting 
places  for  the  dregs  and  out- 
casts of  society — whose  means 
of  living  is  a  mystery  to  every 
one  but  their  intimate  Mends, 
and  who  are  seldom  seen  abroad 
until  the  shades  of  evening  have 
long  since  fallen — exist  within 
three  minutes'  walk  of  the 
Strand  and  within  two  minutes* 
of  Covent  Garden  —  in  Drury 
Lane  in  fact,  or  rather  in  some  of 
the  lanes  and  narrow  thorough- 
fares leading  out  of  that  main 
thoroughfare  into  Great  Queen 
Street. 

Kitchenite  (printers),  a  term  of 
contempt  for  the  hands  that 
frequent  the  kitchen  of  the 
Compositors'  Society  house — 
usually  those  on  the  provident 
fund,  that  prefer  the  small  relief 
given  to  honest  labour.  This 
term  does  not  apply  to  the 
genuine  unemployed,  but  only 
to  the  loafers. 

Kite  (popular),  a  fool ;  in  French 
busc,  (Common),  fictitious  com- 
mercial paper.  To  kite  or  fly 
a  kite,  to  raise  money  on  a  ficti- 
tious bill. 


Kite — Knife-boards. 
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Here's  bills  plenty— long  bills  and  short 
bills ;  but  even  the  kitts,  which  I  can  fly 
as  well  as  any  man,  won't  raise  the  money 
for  me  now.— Miss  Edgetuorth :  Lcvteutd 
Law. 

Evidently  from  an  allusion  to 
a  kite,  formerly  termed  a  paper 
kite.  Flying  the  kite  is  meta- 
phorically patting  a  bill  in  cir- 
culation. In  America  fancy 
stocks  are  called  kiteSt  and  to 
kite  or  tikite  means  roaming  from 
place  to  place,  going  about  rest- 
lessly. 

We  passed  eberyting  on    de   road— you 

ought  to  seen  us  kitin\ 
Golly  I  we  had  a  gay  old  time  when  we 

went  to  Brighton. 

— Amtrkan  Song, 

Kiting  has  also  the  significa- 
tion of  going  about  and  specu- 
lating wildly. 

Kitties  (military),  the  Scots 
Guards  are  so  nicknamed. 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge  has  been  play- 
ing havoc  with  the  kitties ^  not  the  "kid- 
dies," as  Vanity  Fair  has  it.  "  The  kit- 
ties"  we  explain  to  those  of  our  readers 
who  do  not  dine  with  dukes,  is  slang  for 
the  Scots  Guards. —  The  Star. 

K  leg^s  (printers),  a  term  of  deri- 
sion  applied  to  a  person  with 
knocked  -  knees,  or  otherwise 
*'  shaky  on  the  pins,"  owing  to 
the  legs  being  apart  as  in  the 
lower  portion  of  a  capital  K. 

Klep  (popular),  a  thief;  to  Jdep, 
to  steal.  From  kleptomania,  the 
meaning  of  which  is  now  well 
known  to  all  the  lower  classes 
who  read  the  police  new.^-. 


Knacker  (common),  an  old  horse, 
fit  for  the  knacker. 

Knackers  (Stock  Exchange),  Har- 
rison, Barber  &  Company  Shares. 
(Butchers,  &c.),  the  testicles, 
also  "  knuckers." 

Knapped  an  hot  'un  (prize  ring), 
got  a  hard  knock. 

Knappingf-jigfgfer  (old  cant),  a 
turnpike  gate. 

Knap,  to  (thieves),  to  steal.  From 
to  Lnap,  to  bite  off,  break  short. 
Derived  from  the  Dutch  knap- 
pen,  to  bite,  take,  or  catch  hold 
of.  (Popular),  to  catch,  used  in 
the  phrase  "  Won't  he  knap  it  I " 
(Moimtebanks  and  others),  to 
knap  the  slap,  to  catch  the  slap 
of  a  lathe  or  board. 

He  got  a  board  about  the  proper  siae, 
but  too  thick,  and  with  it  so  belaboured 
the  people  on  his  concern  that  he  laid 
some  of  them  up,  they  not  knowing  bow 
to  kna/  the  s\&p.—//imiley  :  Lije  emd 
Adventures  of  a  Cheap  Jack. 

(American),  to  knap,  to  arrest^ 
corresponding  to   the  English 

•*nab." 

Knark  (old),  a  savage  person. 
Now  spelt  nnurk,  meaning  an 
informer. 

Knat  (tailors),  a  difiicult  task,  a 
tyrant,  one  not  to  be  deceived, 
played  with,  or  hoodwinked. 

Knife  (army),  a  sword. 

Knife-boards  (London  slang)^  the 
long,  narrow  seats  for  passen- 
gers on  the  tops  of  onmibuses. 
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Knifish — Knocked. 


The  anttquAted  kmf*-board  has  been 
all  but  abolished,  and  garden  seats  reign 
in  its  stead. — Dtuly  Telegraph, 

Knifish  (tailors),  spitefoL 

Knob  or  nob  (popular),  the  head ; 
one  on  the  Ano6,  a  blow  on  the 
head. 

Knobstick  (popular),  a  phrase 
among  workmen  to  designate 
one  who  takes  work  secretly  at 
home,  when  the  men  are  on 
strike,  and  accepts  lower  paj 
than  the  regulation  price  de- 
manded by  his  fellows. 

We  need  some  measure  calculated  to 
eompletely  restore  prosperity  to  our  indus* 
tries,  by  means  of  a  restrictive  duty  on  the 
manufactured  products  of  theseybtoAf /icif . 
•^Evening  News, 

Knock  (turf),  *'to  take  the  knock," 
to  lose  more  money  to  the  book- 
makers th^  one  can  pay,  and 
thus  to  be  incapacitated  from 
approaching  the  ring. 

*'  I've  had  a  bad  week,**  or  *'  I've  copped 
the  knock"  or  "it's  all  gone  down  on 
Friars  Balsam,"— ^in/tf*  Freedom. 

Knockabont  (theatrical),  an  actor 
who  does  tumbler's  work. 


Messrs.  — 

kMOcknbouts.- 


-  are  two  of  the  smartest 
-Fun. 


Knock  about  the  bnb,  to  (popu- 
lar), to  pass  about  the  drink. 

Knock  abont,  to  (common),  to 
go,  or  saunter  about. 

Knock  down  a  cheque,  to  (up- 
country  Australian).  "A  sys- 
tem known  as  ibnodtin^  down 
one*»  cheque  prevails  all  over  the 
unsettled  parts  of  Australia. 
That  is  to  say,  a  man  with  a 


cheque,  or  a  sum  of  money  in 
his  possession,  hands  it  over 
to  the  publican,  and  calls  for 
drinks  for  himself  and  his 
friends,  until  the  publican  tells 
him  he  has  drunk  out  his 
cheque.  Of  course  he  never 
gets  a  tithe  of  his  money's 
worth  in  any  shape  or  way — 
indeed  the  kindest  thing  a  pub- 
lican can  possibly  do  is  to  re- 
fuse him  any  more  liquor  at 
a  very  early  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, for  cheques  for  enor- 
mous amounts  are  frequently 
'knocked  down'  in  thi^  wav. 
A  quarter  of  the  worth  of  them, 
if  honestly  drunk  ont  in  Bush 
liquor,  would  inevitably  kill  a 
whole  regiment  "  (Finch  Hat- 
ton) 

When  a  shearer  once  determines,  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  to  knock  down  his 
cheque^  as  the  phrase  goes,  heldoes  it  in 
the  most  compile  and  thorough  manner. 
—Tk€  Graphic. 

Knocked  all  of  a  heap  (popular), 
astonished,  dumbfounded.  The 
metaphor  is  that  one  is  abso- 
lutely floored,  knocked  down  in 
confusion  by  surprise. 

Knocked  him  bandy  (tailors), 
completely  astounded  him. 

Knocked    into    a    cocked    hat 

(American  and  English).  When 
a  round  or  high  hat  had  been 
smashed,  it  was  said  to  have 
been  knocked  into  the  shape  of 
the  three-cornered  or  cocked 
one.     Vide  Cockbd  Hat. 

There  is  a  Yankee  locution  descriptive 
of  a  process  which  implies  mthlea  and 


Knocked — Knock-outs. 


52s 


wholesale  demoUdon  and  devaustation, 
known  as  knocking  things  into  a  cocked 
hat.  The  French,  from  an  architectural 
point  of  view,  have  knocked  El  Djeizair* 
into  a  cocked  kai  as  battered  and  shape- 
less  as  that  of  a  parish  beadle  who  has 
been  maltreated  by  a  mob  of  mutinous 
paupers.  — G.  A .  Sola :  A  Trip  to  Burbury, 

Knocked  out  (pngilistic),  ex- 
hausted, beaten,  **  knocked  out 
of  time,"  which  see. 

Lyons,  in  the  next  round,  fell  down,  and 
when  he  got  up  he  seemed  *'  pretty  well 
knocked  out," — Evening  News. 

(Tnrf),  a  horse  is  said  to  be 
knocked  out  in  the  betting  when 
he  is  so  persistently  laid  against 
that  from  short  or  comparatively 
short  odds  he  retires  to  an  oat- 
side  place. 

Knocked  out  of  time  (pugilistic), 
to  be  so  thoroughly  beaten  as 
to  be  unable  to  stand  up  in  the 
ring,  or  to  keep  time  with  his 
opponent,  and  receive  a  succes- 
sion of  new  blows  and  bruises. 

Knocked  up  (common),  tired. 

Knock-em-down  business  (popu- 
lar), auctioneering. 

Knocker  (common),  up  to  the 
knocker^  completely. 

I'm  jolly,  right  up  to  the  knocker. 

— Punck. 

Also  showily  dressed  or  pro- 
ficient. 

Knocker  face  (common),  an  ugly 
face. 

Knocker  out  (pugilistic),  a  re- 
doubtable prize-fighter. 

Mitchell    laughed  at  the  idea  of   the 
"terrible  right "  both  before  and  after,  as 


well  as  during  the  progress  of  the  fight, 
and  that  the  celebrated  knocker  out  em- 
ployed it  mainly  as  a  means  of  stopping 
Mitchell's  terrible  left.— ^/n/  0*  Freedom. 

Knockers  (popular),  small  flat 
curls  worn  on  the  temples  by 
thieves  and  costermong^ers. 
Called  also  "  sixes." 

Knock  in,  to  (Oxford),  to  return  to 
one's  college  after  gate  is  closed. 

Knocking-out  (Oxford  Uniyer- 
sity).  All  visitors,  on  leaving  a 
college  after  time,  have  to  state 
in  whose  rooms  they  have  been, 
that  his  gate-bill  may  be  scored 
up  for  them.  When  a  rackety 
party  takes  place,  the  visitors, 
or  "out  of  college  men,"  are 
generally  supplied  with  a  list  of 
the  names  of  the  quietest  men 
in  college,  so  that  the  where- 
abouts of  the  party  may  not  be 
betrayed  (Hotten). 

Knocking;  •  shop  (English  and 
American),  a  house  of  ill-fame. 

Knock-me-down  (popular),  strong 

ale. 

« 

Knock  one  down,  to  (American 
society),  to  introduce. 

"  Knock  me  down  to  that  daisy,"  i.e,, 
"  Introduce  me  to  that  fine  girl." — C.  Le- 
land  Harrison:  MS.  Americanisms. 

Knock-outs.  Fully  explained  as 
follows  in  Diprose's  "  Liondon 
Society."  "The  knock-outs  are 
not  peculiar  to  London,  they 
abound  everywhere,  they  are 
regular  traders  in  one  particular 
branch  of  merchandise,  be  it 
'  old  books,'  '  articles  of  vertu,' 
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Knock-outs — Knowing, 


china,  plate,  pictures,  horses  or 
houses.  .  .  .  They  do  not  inter- 
fere with  the  sale,  as  is  some- 
times supposed.  They  let  the 
general  public  bid  as  much  as 
they  pl»Bise,  and  then  is  the 
opportunity  for  them  to  display 
their  judgment.  Knowing  what 
the  article  is  worth  in  the  trade 
— which,  if  the  property  is  valu- 
able, will  fetch  more  than  the 
general  public  will  give— they 
can  outbid  the  last  public  bid- 
der, and  secure  the  property 
to  themselves.  They  may  be 
a  band  of  six,  ten,  or  twenty 
individuals  present,  who,  after 
numerous  bargains  are  secured, 
betake  themselves  to  their 
favourite  'public,'  and  there 
settle,  in  the  most  business 
manner  possible,  who  is  to  be- 
come the  ultimate  possessor 
bv  a  *knoelc'Oid  auction.'  The 
article,  say  a  picture,  is  put  up 
at  the  purchased  price  by  any 
one  party,  acting  as  auctioneer, 
and  the  original  cost  of,  say 
ten  pounds,  may  terminate  by 
bidding  up  to  twenty  or  thirty. 
The  amount  above  the  cost  is 
placed  in  a  bowl  to  form  a  fund 
to  be  equally  divided  amongst 
all  present.  .  .  .  Property 
bought  in  this  manner  from  an 
original  public  bid  of  a  small 
amount,  has  often  reached  to  a 
hundred  pounds. " 

Knock  the  spots  off,  to  (Ameri- 
can). This  was  current  in 
America  as  long  ago  as  185a 
It  means  to  surpass,  confound, 
go  backwards,  beat. 


After  inviting  their  friends,  they  pole> 
axed  the  prise  Ticciins,  cooked  them  as 
baked,  boiled,  and  roast  in  their  best  style, 
and  held  a  Jubilee  banqti^  which  ktucktd 
sf^U  off  anything  of  the  kind  ever  held 
before. — Modem  Society. 

Knock  the  stuffing*  wadding:, 
lining;,  filling^,  insides  out,  to 
(American),  to  eviscerate,  to 
empty,  to  knock  daylight  out 
of  anybody. 

Knock,  to  (popular),  to  make  a 
grreat  impression,  to  be  irre- 
sistible. 

Didn't  he  knock  'em  I  didn't  he  knock  'cm ! 

Awfully  comical  didn't  he  seem? 
Didn't  he  knock  'em  I  didn't  he  knock  'em ! 
Didn't  he  make  the  people  scream  T 
—Music  Hall  Song  :  Didn't  ke 
Knock  'em, 

**  That  knocks  me,"  that  is  too 
much  for  me. 

Knofka  (theatrical),  a  prostitute ; 
also  "  nofgur,"  which  see. 

Knout  (public  schools),  a  piece  of 
wax  on  the  end  of  a  string,  used 
as  an  instrument  of  chastise- 
ment by  prefects  on  duty. 

Knowing  blokes  (military).  The 
term  is  applied  in  the  army  to 
individuals,  foimd  princip«dly 
among  the  older  soldiers,  who 
appear  to  be  continually  suffer- 
ing from  chronic  thirst,  and 
who  are  constantly  seeking  to 
satisfy  it  at  the  expense  of  young 
soldiers. 

The  general  In  comniiuid  .  .  .  not  unfre- 
quently  cautions  the  young  soldiers  particu- 
larly to  "beware  and  not  allow  themselves 
to  be  influenced  and  led  away  by  old 
soldiers  with  badges."  .  .  .  Numbers  of 
these  knowing-  Mokes,  as  they  ai^  called. 


Knowing — Knucks. 
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very  apt  teachers,  and  will  not  be 
SmumI  slow  to  try  and  inveigle  some  of  the 
iiMXpenenced  into  their  "  boosing  schools." 
''^BrunUes  Patterson :  Life  in  the  Ranks, 

Vide  Bloke. 


cove  (popular),  a  well- 
faformed  person,  one  in  the 
Mcret. 

Dame  Rumour  had  given  the  office  to 
MHM  of  the  kniiTviH/^  coves. — Punch. 

Vide  Cove. 

Know,  in  the  (tarf),  to  be  in  the 
kn&w  is  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  secrets  of  some  particular 
stable.  Sometimes  to  be  gener- 
ally aufait  in  turf  mysteries. 

Kaowledgfe  box  (popular),  the 
head. 

Kaow  one's  way  about,  know 
one's  way  round,  to  (used  in 
Australia  more  than  in  England), 
to  be  capable,  knowing ;  a  meta- 
phor suggested  by  the  helpless- 
ness of  the  man  who  does  not 
know  his  way;  or  perhaps  by 
the  facilities  offered  to  one  who 
knows  his  way  round  to  an  un- 
guarded point,  such  as  a  private 
entrance,  or  a  flank. 

But  grant  he  knows  his  way  about, 

Or  grant  that  he  is  silly. 
There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt, 

Of  Billy's  faiih  in  Billy, 

—H.  Kendall:  Billy  Vickers. 

Knows  the  ropes  (popular),  is 
said  of  an  old  experienced  work- 
man, or  any  one  who  is  well 
informed.  Originally  a  sailors' 
phrase. 

Know  the  time  of  day,  to  (popu- 
lar and  thieves),  to  be  experi- 
enced, cunning. 


The  message  must  have  foand  her,  for  a 
*'  dossy  "-looking  bounder. 
Who  appeared  as  if  he  knew  the  time  of 
day. 

Was  the  bearer  of  this  answer,  **  If  you 
want  to  see  the  dancer, 
I  can  introduce  you  to  her  right  away." 
— sporting  Times. 

Know  your  book,  to  (popular),  to 
be  correctly  informed,  to  be  right. 

Ain't  you  glad  sometimes  to  know, 
A  second  thought  you  took 
About  a  subject,  upon  which 

You  thought  you  knew  your  book. 
—Song :  A  in*t  you  glad  you  didn't 

Knuckle  down,  to  (schools),  to 
kneel  down,  properly  to  sub- 
mit to. 

Knuckled  (tailors),  hand  sewn. 

Knuckleduster  (common),  origin- 
ally American.  A  piece  of 
metal  with  holes  for  the  fingers 
which  close  over  it,  and  which 
covers  the  knuckles.  This  in- 
strument,  while  protecting  the 
knuckles,  adds  force  to  a  blow 
struck  with  it. 

Struck  by  one  of  the  fellows  with  a 

knuckleduster,  M was  stunned  for  a 

moment,    but    he    speedily    recovered. — 
Daily  Telezraph, 

Also  a  heavy  or  gaudy  ring. 
Knuckler  (thieves),  a  pickpocket. 

The  commons  crowd  around  the  Bar— 
A  rush — a  hustle — merrily  then 

Begins  the  knucklers'  war. 
What  arc  you  thieves  about  7 

— Punch. 

Knuckle,  to  (thieves),  to  pick 
pockets. 

Knucks  (thieves),  pickpockets,  a 
contraction  of  "  knucklers." 

The  knucks  in  quod  did  my  schoolmen 
play. — Ainsworth:  Rookwood. 
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Kokum — Kye, 


Kokmn  (AnBtiaUan  priaon),  sham 
kindness. 

Koniacker,  cogniac-er  (American 
thieves),  a  coonterfciter.  Hence 
kim£f  or  eoMf  money. 

Kootee  (Anglo- Indian),  a  boose. 

Kootoo  or  kotow  (American),  of 
Chinese  origin,  and  signifying 
to  bow  down  before.  Misap- 
plied, however,  by  many  writers 
when  used  to  denote  flattery. 

Consequently  he  has  kootootd  and  sa< 
biamed  before  every  travelling  scribbler 
or  story-mooger,  fearful  that  be  would  be 
dismissed  by  them  to  the  dunce's  stool  for 
some  solecism  in  manner  or  pronundatton. 
—New  York  Tribune, 

Kop»  a  lost  (South  African),  a 
solitary  hill. 

Kopper,  copper  (popular),  police- 
man, detective.     Vide  Cop. 

Pire-la-Chaise  vows  that  the  treatment 
he  received  at  the  hands  of  the  police  was 
all  owing  to  a  dispute  in  the  past,  when 
the  kopper  had  stood  in  with  him,  and  be 
had  lust. — sporting  7  imes. 

Kori,  koro  (gyp^r)*  a  thorn.  Also 
penis.  Hindu  ker^  the  mtmhrwoi 
virile. 

Kosh  (common),  a  blow  as  from  a 
stick  or  club.  From  the  gypsy 
kasht    or   koih^  a    stick.      Vide 

Cosh. 

So  the  fellow  said  "  Rah  ! "  and  Tobias 

said  "  Bosh  I  " 
When  he  felt  such  a  JkosA 


That  he  went  over  splosh 
All  io  his  Sunday  clothes. 

— TAe  AVnr  Cemic  S^ngsUr. 

Krop  (tailors),  back  slang  for  pork. 

Knbber  (Anglo-Indian),  news. 

Kudize,  to  (university),  to  praise. 
Vide  Kudos. 

Kudos  (common),  a  Greek  word 
signifying  praise.  Originally 
used  by  university  men,  but 
now  in  vogue  in  society  with  the 
sense  of  fame,  praise,  honour. 

Promptly  did  Gubbins,  with  hopes  of 
kmtiM,  if  not  of  drinks,  leap  iuto  the  arena. 
— Sporting  Times. 

In  theatrical  circles  it  is  said 
of  a  manager  who  produces  a 
piece  which  is  not  a  pecuniary 
success,  that  he  has  made  little 
coin,  but  much  kudoz  :  **  Un 
succ^  d'estime,"  as  the  French 
term  this. 

There  is  some  kwdos^  as  well  as  consider* 
able  profit,  to  be  got  by  the  manager  who 
first  stages  a  mmtitUe  properly.— Birti  0 
Frtedom. 

Kushto,  koshto  (gypsy),  good. 
Hind.-Persian  1-iliA,  pleasant ; 
huhtiperij  goodness. 

Kushto  pash  kuskto  kerela  ferridiro. — 
Rottutni  GudHf  or  Gypsy  Stories. 

/.r.,  "Good  with  good  makes  belter." 

Kutcha  (Anglo-Indian) ,  bad .  Pro- 
perly  a  house  built  of  mud. 

Kje  (costermongers),  eighteen- 
pence. 


END   OF   VOU    I. 
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